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g g Your inquiry about General Holdridge's address
wednesday night dt’ctvcﬂ a better reply than I ::. able to
give ;ou over the 'phone, and I am glad t¢ go into the matter
more fully on paper.

r You probably know that General Holdridge is a graduate
of West ~oini, taught there for some time, taught in Columbia
University, served in bhne army for tuirty years, including both
world wars, and is therefore no tyro, but 2 man able to speak
from the viewpoint of 2 military man as well as that of the
civilian, eince he is now a retired officer.

¥ ) &

He mentioned the fact that the situation wich the world i
including our own country ie in frightens him, as he places hime |
self in the position of a2 target for all those who for any reason #
are favoring this proposal that the iinited States adopt univer- !
sal military training. -He declared that UMT is the greatest
question facing America today, but that it is only & part, just |
one angle, of the bigger question of militarism and war. ’

e declared ae his first premise tnat there is no secur-
ity in UNT. ZXverybody is talking war, as if war were inevitaole,
but if war comes, he asked, what kind of & war will it be? Not
& war in which great masses of soldiers would be effective, but
a war of swilt horror ana msss destruction., He declared that
the atomic bomb which destroyed Nagasaki as already obsclete,
as we have bombs ten to fiftecen times as powerful already. If
we were attacked, there would be no possibility of mcobilizing a
great army in time for it to be of the slightest use. He attacked

( the statement that "wars are always won by infantry in the mud"”,
, and pointed out especially thut even without the ztom bomb that
is not the way that the war against Japan was won. Japan was de=
feated before ever a locotsoldier set foot on Japan. (Incidentally |
he stated that America had no need whatever of the atom bomb, as
| Japan was already defeated, =nd said that since we showed no
| mercy then in the use of this weapon of horror, we need expect ]
} no mercy froum any cpponcnt if we becoume invelved in another war.) §

He then attacked the argument that we should need a great
army of invasion after we had defeated our enemy with atomic
bombs, bacterial warfare, etc. He pointed out the fact t we
cannot yet permit entrance to the vicinity of the Bikini éxper-
iment, and said that it would be impossible and suicidal for us
tc enter the territory that we had destiroyed by atomic energy,

28 the deathe-dealing radio activity would be fatel to cur owm
forces as the bombs had been to our enemies.

?hen he tcok up the argument that a great army would
needed to pull things together and get life started aga gt
ourselves were attacked by atomic bombs and obher moaern .gencies
‘of destruction. He pointed out the fact that the army and mavy
have nc provisions for this sort of training, and that if the
bad this work would not be donme by l8-year-olds, but

‘ane women who had hed civilian, not wilitary trainmin
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1e from & ‘.=, SA Y '£.§06p000 to give would be ntflrlz &
CHIE R Eonens by ‘Sxorts wyin She Fumest temneyanens ad ihle

~ We dedlared thet our military leade '
: P o re are making the
’”“1'°'~ °£‘:i:':t" that they 2046 Whes they propo.og‘to use
| Savalry in St g I <= they found that cavalry wes comglebely
& out of date in that warj when they "oruoified Billy kitokell
. B g B e 4 of alr foree, only to find that Mitohell was
years ahead of them, and they were living in the past. He men=
loned the crumbling of the Maginet line anu bhe preparations
, which France had made for World Wer Il on the basis of what would
?:::yb:::ng;:gnforu:;rld :Ir ) e declured that from the mil-
o would be a w
brought about the horror of Pearl g::;ogfunder s syt i

Having disposed of UMT,as s measure that would not be

g effective from a military standpoint, he turned to the advantages

_ elaimed for it as al "youth rovement", and took up the claims o0
its proponents as to its social by-products. “"Univercel military
training will mean less democracy", declared the speaker. "“The
army has & rigid caste system that is far from democratic. It
will develop a different kind of citizen. Our youth will be
trained to '"think like soldiers', as the proponents of this bill
themselves declare. The army does not.train leaders but leaners.
¥en in the lower ranks are not developed to think for tnemselves
and act on their own judgment, but to let somebody else do the
biinking while they do as they are told; from the time they get
up in the morning till the time they go to bed at night their
life is determined for them." :

fle then attacked UMT from the standpoint of its moral
effect on the soldiers. "The army is no place to develop morals"
he declared. ¥He paid his respects to the "show window display"®
at Fort Fnox, deeclaring that UMLT never could be carried out on
that basis,.and if it could the cost would be absolytely .ro=
hibitive, since there are five overhead men for eve??ﬁﬁoluiexs
taking training.

“If this is put on as & youbth movement, 1t will be the
kind of youth movement that Hitler had", declared the Bpeaker.
"je fought the British" he sald" "because we would not have mil-
itary men forced upon us. 1t will be vastly worse than it was

then if we Have UMT,"

He urged a non military man for Becretary of State.
General Marshall, he said, knows how to make war, but not how

to make peace.

He declared that the leadership of the American Legion
is one of the most dangerous things in the United States today.
Yot the rank and file of the Legion, but those who are leading

that organization.

We referred to the illegal propaganda work of the Wwar-
Deyartment, & thing definitely forbidden by law, but carried on
 wibh the full knowledge of all in authority in Washington.

 "Somebudy ought to go to Jall for this", he said, "but of
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General Holdridge |
olar ge paid his compliments to the press, de<
laky S4b Sontimaasy foh, 678 e puaple e rutn on, Ihlf U85

‘ ‘ up the “brase hats" and their S840
megtl. @lving little or nothing on the ot;er side of the questioms

e deolared that Congress does not want to know the truth,
201n°1"8 out the faot that tge committee that was conducting hear-
Nge on the bill refused to hear many representatives of great
organizations opposing the measure, after giving much more i
b0 bhe proponents of UMT.

He declared his hope that if UNT does go into effcet 80
many will resist and refuse to take this training that all our
Jails and prisons will overflow, and that there will nol De
enough judges to handlie all the cases that will come Upe.

He dwelt on the effect of American adoption of UNT om
“the rest of the world, which would follow us in the mpod race of
war preparation, not Russia only but all the other great DpOwWers.
"This movement of the military can lead us only over the preci-
pice" he declared. "They are thinking only in térms of warj we
migt think in terms of peace. "e must find the way to leve in a
world with Rissia, even with our widely different iceclogies.
You cannot encircle an idea with armed forces. The way b0 ih=
sure Americe against communism ies to sét our own house in order
ana make our life in America so strong and successful that com=

wunisw cannot grow here.%

“¥e must bulld a strong world government ", he declared,
"and turn over to it the means of terror which we now have, and
which Russia and other powers will presently have if they do not
now. We must lead the world to disarmament, as we have the power
to do now if we will, because of our great superiority now in .
our preparedness for modern warfare."”

e urged that citizens put pressure on members of the
national sernate and house urging them to fight UNT. He said
that many of them would like to do it, but are afraid of the
opposition_that it would aroupse. “Let them know", he said,

“fhat if they stand for UMT you'll week against them at the next
election and defeat them if it is at all possible.”™ Let your
newspapers know where you stand, bj communications that they
will not find it ease§y to refuse. BSupport the National Counecil
Against Conscription, and all other orgenizations that are op=

posed to ULT."

In the question period many interesting matters camg Upe
One had to do with the claim that Switzerland and Sweden were
gaved during World War II by universal military tresining. e .
could have blasted them off the eerth in thirty days time if we
had wanted to do it", he declared. "It was convenient for everye=
body concerned to have those countries as neutrals.” He rointed
out the ineffeotiveness.of Switzerland's archaic arueaments, woibh
would have been 1ittle more effective than wooden guns in mode-

ern warfare.

o ovedy will," ' 1
/£ body Roference was had to the rcfort of the oongroontoall 4




be the easier for us to de-

400 R \ "m ;1?# Aussie had unquestionsb: : cbstructed the ’
. iy B the Ul ted X tions, but pointed out ti. fact that we
i 7 S S R ed the United Bations mgain anu again, and he gave by

: ,Ja$tar,1natsaco. He declared his doubt thEt /merica would
bBe willing to give up the veto power now if Russia would surrender
~ ibs e referred to our trealient of contracts which oiher powers
e had made with Russia, our attitude im Greece end Turkey where we
L5 g O have diverted most of the funds a propriatedfor relief to military
'3 : purposes, and other acls of America which did not look at all
@ood from ihe Russian standpoint, nor would they look good to us
if Russia had done what we have done. :

He expressed regret that Wisenhower has gone over to the
militarists == he said that the ideal and the natural thing
would have been for Eisenhower to have taken the lead in America
in the war against war and war preparation. :

He said that thefe is in his mind at least the possi-
bility that YacArthur may make a dramatic entry into the United
slales ane Laxe the lead in opposition to UMT, the futility of
which he znows as well as any mean on earth, If that occurs,
however, he baid we'd have to ve on our guard againstnipcArthur.
¥Wis admiration for MacArthur's ability as a soldier and strategist
vas very great. Fe thinks he made only one mistake, and that
right at the first, but after that his skill as a sirategist
was superb. He had a far lower opinion of some of the other
ermy leadere who stand high in the genmeral opisicn.

®Well, that's the substance of what the general said, as
I caught it for my notes. Hope it will mot try your patience,
the reading of it. :

Sincerely your friend,

Hiss klsie Hoskins, e
902 East Third St., ;
Newberg, Oregon. ’ e e
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