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. ‘ February 14, 1948,
: Dear Friendse-= ’
Your gocd letter of the lz th of January are

rived just one month later, and we were glad to hear from you
again, as we always are.

. I fear your feeling that none of the nations of the

* ‘world is acting from Christisn motives is far too near the truths
A8 far ss the United States is concerned, it seems clear to me 7Rl
that Congress is "playing politics with humen misery", a thing ,
which Herbert Hoover urged Congress not to do¢ in Lhe eardy days .
of the long depression. (We took the noon meal in the #hite aouse
with the Yoovers the day after he gave that injunction to. our na=
tional law wasing body.) But they did play politics with human
misery then, and I feel that they are doing it againe.

We are concerned over here azbout the proposed universal
compulsory military training bill which militamists are trying
hard to get enacted into law, To tske a million men a year out
of productive labor, or out of education which is even more im=-
portant, give them training for a year that even from the military -
standpoint will be of little value, and thus spend biilioms of

¥Qﬂ1~_ dollars per year while. the world starves -- well, it seems to me
i o e it will be the worst step ever taken by our government if we do
4;§; > - not succeed 'in preventing the move,

e SN . :

O ourely the wnole world is in a messe. hat a vast change

would come ‘at once if the spirit of Christ were but given an op=
portunity to work in the affairs cof men, personal and interna<-
tiunal e

I can well imagine that you have meny things to¢ do in
addition to your own persenal concerns. How good it is that you
find it possible to rest at Mi. Usher. And how we should like
%0 wisit that lovely place again. We saw nothing like it during
our entire visit to England and Ireland. !

e have been especially happy in recent months in guests
i from across the water. First we had Gerald and Gwendolyn Little=-
boy of Saffrom Walden, where he is head master of Saffron salden
Priends School. Then in November we had Dr, lenry L. and Lucy
Bancroft Gillett, of Oxfordjy in whose home we were entertained —
in 1931. Last month came Ste hen and ‘lice Thorne, the former
"recuraing clarx® of Lundon Yearly Meeting, though he is nob -
X what we shouid call a recording clerk, -for he does nor write the
. minutes -- we'd be more likely to¢ call him the executive séc-
. retary. And day before yesterday we had two visitors from New
~ Zealand, whose neme I cannct at the moment remember. They ex-
~peet to go on to London Yearly Meeting -- I do not ggoqﬁqhﬁl
> not they expect to visit Ireland. . PR
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© World Service, and NMeifers-for~Relief. This county, which I ore

‘ganized for tfn moet part, sent the first carload o" heifers to
fuz that went from ?hin state, I worked somewhat on the 80~
called Christmee Ship (though it did not get off till this month

- qg‘iouno to be onlled the PMriend Ship), on which 1,550,000 pounds

' food and clothing were sent to needy places in Kurope, I be-

lieve Lu Geruany and sustria, Uur local meeting here hes sent
tons of clothing across the wauer, more than a ton im @ iittle
over a month at the end of the year., OCur Oregon braueh of the
American sriends vervice Commitiee raised more than $14,000400
for relief in four months.

v e have been ueeplf‘symy.hhetic with the conditions in
England, but there has never been a suggestion from any of the
Bnglish Friends visiting us here that any part of our relief

3 _efforts shod be diverted from continental Turope to Britaims . -
How hard we all should work and pray for the coming of g

. a better dey for the world. It seeme to many of us that we are o

‘ traveling toward the complete destruction of western civilization 3
unless we follow some better way than greatber anc grealber prepas= :

3 .

retione to kill and destroy.

y -

bat God is not dead, and i believe that bebler things
are ahead for the world, though it would be hard to point outb
any @pecific thing in the conduct of mén and nationa that would T
8o indicate. It is on faith rather than sight that 1 base my hopes

o ith love and best wishes from both of us to you and
~“ywour family, I am

Sincerely your friend,

Levi T. Pennington.
D
i

., K. B, Walpole, A

L . Mount Usher,

: Rathnew, T Rt
Co. Wickiow, . : . fsi
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