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I NTRODUCT I ON 

JESUS AND H I S  STRATEGY 

T o  t h o s e  w h o d a r e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  i m po s s i b l e  i s  p o s s i b l e  
- - t h e s e  a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h u n l i m i t e d  p o t e n t i a l t h a t  G o d  t h r 
F a t h e r , t h e  S o n , a n d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  i s  u s i ng to  r e a ch peo p l e .  
T h e i r  s i g n i f i ca nc e  i s  i n  the i r  s u c c e s s  t o  r ea ch p e o p l e . Peop l e  a r e  
r eached a s  G o d  t h e  F a t h e r  w i n s  p e o p l e  u nto H i m s e l f  t h r o u g h  H i s  
S on , H i s  S p i r i t  a nd H i s  p e o p l e . 

THE PRI NC I PLES 

T H E  P E O P L E  P R I NC I P LE 

P e o p l e  r e a c h  p e o p l e ! J e s u s  c a m e  t o  t h i s  e a r th and caug h t  the 
a t t e n t i on of the w o r l d by m od e l i nq a n ew b r a nd of l o v e . J e s u s  w a s  
r e s u r r e c t e d f r om d e a t h  a n d  t u r n e d  t h e  w o r l d  u p s i d e  d own a s  H e  
s h a r ed a b o u t  a new b r a n d  o f  l i fe .  Then J e s u s  a s c ended t o  h e a ven . 
The s t i r  on  e a r th wa s equa l l ed i n  heaven . E x c i ted a n g e l s  bomb a r d ed 
J e s u s  w i th que s t i on s . 

O n e  a n g e l  a s k ed , " J e s u s , wha t  p l a n  d o  y o u  h a v e  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g 
the  w o r k  Y o u  b e g a n  o n  e a r th ?  Wh a t  p l an i s  t h e r e  f o r  Y ou r  new b r and 
o f  l o v e  and l i f e t o  be sha r ed ? "  

W i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n J e s u s  a n s w e r e d , " I  l e f t  eve r y th i ng i n  the 
h a n d s  o f  the a po s t l e s . "  

" Wh a t  i f  they f a i l ? "  an o th e r  a ng e l  a s k ed . 
2 A g a i n  the r e  w a s  n o  h e s i t a t i o n ,  " I  h a v e  n o  o t h e r  s t r a t eg y . "  

G o d , t h e  F a t h e r , t h e  S o n  a n d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  h a s  n o  o t h e r  
s t r a t eg y ,  b u t  H e  d o e s  h a ve the s t r a t eg y .  P e o p l e  r each peop l e ! 

I t  was ·  a sma l l  g r o u p  o f  e l ev e n  men whom J e s u s  comm i s s i o n ed 
t o  c a r ry o n  h i s  w o r k , and b r i ng the g o s p e l  t o  the who l e  w o r ld .  
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T hey w e r e  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s hed ; they wer e  n o t  we l l  edu c a t ed ; they 
h a d  no i n f l u e n t i a l  b a c k e r s . I n  t h e i r  o w n  n a t i o n  t h ey w e r e  
n o b o d i e s  a n d , i n  a n y  c a s e , t h e i r  o w n  n a t i o n w a s  a m e r e  
s ec on d - c l a s s  p r o v i nce o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  e x t r em i ty o f  t h e  R o m a n  
m a p . I f  t h e y  h a d  s t o p p e d  t o  w e i g h u p  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t i e s o f  
s u cceed i n g  i n  t h e i r  m i s s i o n ,  e v e n  g r a n t ed t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n 
t h a t J e s u s  w a s a l i v e a nd t h a t H i s  S p i r i t  w e n t w i th them to  
equ i p  them f o r  the i r  t a s k , the i r  h ea r ts m u s t  s u r e l y  have s u n k , 
s o  he a v i l y wer e  the o d d s  we i gh t ed a�a i n s t them . H o w  c o u l d  they 
p o s s i bl y  s uc c e e d ?  And yet they d id .  

Why d i d the s e  e l even wea k l i ng s , who o n c e  r a n  t o  h i d e , succe e d ? 4 

H o w  c o u l d  t h e s e  n o b o d i e s  s u c c e e d w i t h t h e  i m p o s s i b l e  a n d 
i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  o b s t a c l e s t h a t � a y  i n  the i r  p a t h ?  Wha t  d i d the s e  
e a r l y  C h r i s t i an s  h a ve ? N o t  m uch ! U n d ou b t e d l y  t h e  o n l y  s e c r e t  o f  
the i r  e x p l gs i v e  and l a s t i ng i m pa c t  wa s the dyn am i c  cha ng e  in  the i r  
own l i ve s : 

1 .  T h e y  w e r e  new pe o p l e  w i th a n  a b s o l u t e l y  new qua l i ty o f  
l i fe .  

2 . T h e y  w e r e  wh o l l y d e d i c a t ed a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  o b e y  G o d  
wh a t e v e r  the c o s t .  

3 .  T h e y  w e r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a n d  s o  t o t a l l y c o n vinced tha t  
t h e  m e a n i n g o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  w a s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  d e a t h , 
r e s u r r e c t i o n a nd L o r d sh i p  o f  J e s u s  Chr i s t  t h a t they cou l d  no t 
k ee p  qu i et a b o u t  i t .  

4 .  They w e r e  ma r k ed by a t r a n sp a r e n t  l o v e  o f  a c c e p t a n c e , 
c a r e  a n d  o n e n e s s  that  b r o k e  d o wn the n a tu r a l  b a r r i e r s  be tween 
b l a c k s  and wh i te s , be tw e e n  ma s t e r s  a n d  s l a v e s , b e t w e e n  r i c h 
a n d  p o o r , b e t w e e n  t h o s e  f r om J ew i s h back g r o u n d s  a nd G en t i l e 
back g r o u nd s . 

5 .  T h e y  w e r e  a b l e  to e n d u r e  a n x i e t y , s u f f e r i n g , 
p e r s e c u t i on ,  p r i s o n  a nd d e a th w i th s u ch j o y , p e a c e , p r ayer a nd 
p r a i s e t h a t s t o r i e s  o f  t h e s e  i m p o s s i b l e  p e o p l e  s pr ead l i k e  
w i l d f i re .  

6. They w e r e  i n te n s e  i n  the i r  t r em e n d o u s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  
' l o s t ' - - t h o s e  w h o  h a d  l o s t  t h e i r  w a y  a n d w e r e  o u t  o f  t o uch 
w i th the G o d  o f  the c o smo s tha t the s e  C hr i s t i an s  k n e w  i n  s u c h  
a p e r s on a l  way . 

7 .  T h e y  w e r e  p e o p l e  w h o  t u r n e d  t h e  w o r l d  up s i de down by 
l i v i ng o u t  the i r  p r i o r i t i es o f  p r ayer  a nd the  W o rd . 

8 .  T hey we r e  s a t u r a t ed w i th powe r t h a t  w a s  t h e r e  f o r  a l l  
t o  s e e - - t h e  l i f e - c h a n g i n g ,  c h a r a c t e r - t r a n s f o r m i n g , 
m i n i s t r y -equ i pp i ng power o f  the H o l y  S p i r i t .  
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THE POWER PRINCIPLE 

Why do people bother to reach people?7 What stimulates people 
to be about the business of sharing the good news of Jesus Christ 
until their death? What motivates people to endure the unending 
task of reaching people? 

1. People bother because of God 's love. 
2 .  People bother because of Christ 's command. 
3 .  People bother because of the Holy Spirit 's thrust. 
4 .  People bother because of their responsibility. 
5. People bother because of their great privilege. 
6. People bother because of other people 's need. 
7. People bother because it br i ng s  joy. 

It is impossible to sit still. It is impossible to be quiet. It 
is as Jes us answered the Pharisees in their criticism of the 
disciples praising God joyfully, "I 5e11 you, if these become 
silent, even the stones will cry out! " It is as Peter and John 
answered the S anhedrin in their attempt to stop these men from 
speaking or teaching in the name of Jesus, "Whether it is right in 
the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be 
the ju� ge; for we cannot stop speaking what we have seen and 
heard." It is as Paul the apostle--who experienced hardships, 
imprisonments, beatings, lashings, stonings, shipwrecks, hunger, 
thirst, nakedness, dangers from rivers, 

·
dangers from robbers, 

dangers from his countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in 
the city, dangers in the Wf� derness, dangers in the sea, and 
dangers from f!lse brethren --honestly spoke, "For to me to live 
is Christ • • .  "! It was inconceivable to the early Christians that 
anyone could receive God 's Holy S pirit without being filled with 
the fire, wind, power, force, energy, e xplosiveness and every 
thing necessary to speak for and do the works of Christ whenever 
opportunity knocked. Had not Jesus promised His followers the Holy 
Spirit and now the Holy S pirit �� available to every person in 
Christ, every moment, everywhere. (S ee DIAGRAM 0.1) 

Today as in the first 13ntury the Holy Spirit continues to be 
'poured forth ' 1�pon people; · these people have no choice but to 
reach people! As a matter of fact, qualified analysts confirm 
that "for J:ge most part, Christianity is simply growing 'out of 
control '! " "It may be rather hard to believe, but at the present 
time • • •  each day welcomes a net increaf6 of a least seventy-eight 
thousand Christians on this planet." In Asia and Africa alone 
appro! �mately one-thousand new churches are established each 
week! Another qualified source reports that "the most important 
change in Protestant missionary strategy in the past 10 years has 
been to identify and seek to contact some 16, 000 tribes and social 
groups around the world that have been beyond the reach of 
Christianity."18 Acts 1: 8 is being fulfilled as the Holy S pirit 
comes upon people and thrusts them forward to reach people. 
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DIAGRAM 0.1: GOD AND PEOPLE REACHING PEOPLE (ACTS 1: 8) 

GOD 
HOLY SPIRIT 

and 
YOU 
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THE PYRAMID PRINCIPLE 

The power o f  God 's Holy S pirit so filled and transformed 
'nobodies ' and 'weaklings ' that they became the leaders o f  a 
movement which, when measured by its effect9 ' has become the most 
potent single force in the life of mankind. A leader is a person 
with the ability to influence people. Jesus Christ was a leader; 
the Holy S pirit guided His pyramid building method of leadership. 

The diagram on the right shows the way Jesus worked. The 
leader is at the top of the pyramid, which develops beneath 
him. Jesus began by associating with a group of men from whom 
H e  s e l e c t e d  t h e  Tw e l v e .  H e  g a v e  t h e s e  t w e l v e  t h e  
responsibility t o  do the same thing He was doing. As the 
crowds continued to grow, He selected and trained seventy 
more. Finally on the day of Pentecost, there were 1 2 0 . By 
training others to assist Him, Jesus built the pyramid right 
side up. All looked to Him as the true leader and the ultimate 
source of truth, but He did not do all the work. He trained 
others to become like Him. Thus, Jesus established the 
biblical method of building the church through the building of 
disciples. But also important is the fact that Jesus did not 
build the disciples merely to use them to do His work, but 
because He cared a�& ut them and wanted them to grow to 
personal fulfillment. 

DIAGRAM 0 . 2 :  HOW TO CHANGE THE PYRAMID 
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The e s s e nc e  o f  J e s u s ' t r a i ni ng p r o g r am w a s  the p r a c�fc e  o f  
be i ng w i th peopl e-- j ust letti ng H i s  di s cipl e s  fol l ow �im . Jes u s  
taught His di sciples the pyramid principle o f  growth :

2 

D I AGRAM 0 . 3 :  T H E  P Y RAM I D  P R I NC I P L E  OF G ROWTH 

STAB ILIZE EXP AND THE B ASE 

INCREASE THE MASS 

J e s u s  e �a nd e d  H i s  l e a de r s h i p  b a s e  t h r o u gh e i gh t  g u i d i ng 
princip l e s : 

1 .  S E L ECT I ON :  P e opl e w e r e  H i s  me th od . 
He c h o s e  twe l ve o f  H i s  d i s c i p l e s . Luke 6 : 1 3 

2 .  A S S OC I AT I ON : H e  s tayed w i th them . 
Lo , I am w i th you al ways . Ma t t h ew 28 : 2 0  

3 .  CON S EC RAT I ON :  H e  r equ i r e d  o bed i en c e . 
T a ke my y o k e  upon you . M a t thew 1 1 : 2 9 

4 .  I M PARTAT I ON : H e  gave h i m se l f  away . 
Rece i ve the H o l y  S pi r i t .  J ohn 2 0 : 2 2 

5 .  D EMON S T RAT I ON : H e  s h owed them how t o  l i ve .  
I g a v e  you a n  e xample . J ohn 1 3 : 1 5 

6 .  D E L EGAT I ON : He a s s i g n e d  them wo r k . 
I w i l l  make you f i s he r s  o f  men . M a t th ew 4 : 1 9 

7 .  S U P E RV I S I ON :  H e  kept check o n  them . 
D o  you n o t  yet  see  o r  und e r s t and ? M a r k  8 : 1 7 

8 .  R E P RODUCT I ON :  H e  e x pe c ted them t o  r epr oduce . 
G o  and b e a r  f r u i t .  J ohn 1 5 : 1 6  
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J e s u s ' c o nc ep t  o f  py ramid bu i l d i ng i nc l u d e d  th e i ndividual , 
sma l l  groups and crowd s .  There was " a  progre s s ive numer i cal growth 
( with two ma jor s etback s ) i n  the s i z e  of th24 intere s ted crowd , the 
d i s cipl e ship group and the mi ni stry group . " 

D I AGRAM 0 . 4 :  P ROG RE S S I ON OF C H R I S T ' S  M I N I S T RY 

1. Repentance and Faith 

2. Enlightenment 

3. Ministry Training 

THE 
WORLD 

.... 
1\) 0 

John the 
Baptist 
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1\) 0 

Preparation Ministry 

Invitation to Associate 

Gathering 
Ministry 

Invitation to Fish for Men 

Popular 
Ministry 

Heaven Crisis 



A pyr amid i s  a s t r u c t u r e  wit h  a squ a r e  ba s e  a n d  f o u r  t r i an g u l a r 
sid e s  mee ting a t  a p o i n t . " The P y r a m i d  P rinc i p l e  s ta te s  t h a t  f o r  a 
c h u r c h t o  g r o w ,  i t  m u s t e x p a nd i t s b a s e  o f  o r g a ni? a t i o n  a n d  
m i nis t r y  be f o r e  i t  may add t o  i ts m a s s  o f  f o l l owe r s . "  

D I A G R A M  0 . 5 :  T R I ANGULAR G ROWTH ACCO RD I NG TO T H E  PY RAMI D  P R I NC I PL E  

S TAB I L I ZE. EXPAND T H E  BAS E  

I NC REAS E T H E  MAS S  

Many chu r c h e s  f ail t o  g r ow bec a u s e  o f  the fa i l u r e  to  unde r s ta nd 
a n d  i m p l em e n t  t h i s  s i m p l e  p ri n c i p l e : o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e x p a n s i o n 
a l w a y s  p r e c e d e s  n u m e r i c a l  i n c r e a s e . T h e  l e a d e r s h i p o f  a n  
o r g a n i z a ti o n wil l  u l tima te ly s t i f l e  g r ��th and e x t i n g uish l i fe o r  
g e ne r a te g r owth a n d  g i v e  bir th t o  l i f e .  F o r  a chu r ch t o  g r ow , i t  
m u s t e x p a nd i t s l e a d e r s hip ( b a s e  o f  o r g a ni z a t i o n  a nd minis t r y )  
be f o r e  i t  may a d d  t o  i t s  c o ng r eg a tion ( membe r s  a n d  ad h e r e n t s ) .  

I t ' s  l i k e  p i l i ng s a nd o n  a t a b l e . Y ou c a n  o n l y  pil e  on s o  much 
b e f o r e  the t a b l e  s p a c e  r u n s  o u t .  Whe n  you are  ou t of  tab l e  the  
s a n d s t a r t s f l o w i ng o n t o  the  f l o o r . I f  you  want  a nd n e ed to  
h o l d  mo r e  s a nd , you  mus t e n l a r g e  the  t a b l e . Tha t is the p o i n t  
o f  t h e  p y r a m i d  p r i n c i p l e . A d d  t o  t h e  b a s e  a n d t h en you c a n  
e x p a n d  t h e  o p e r a ti o n . I n c r e a s e  qu a l i f i e d  l e a d e r s hip ( a n d  
o r g a ni z a ti o n a l  s t r u c tu r e ) a n d  then y o u r  c h u r ch may g r ow ,  b o t h  
q u a l i t a t i��l y  a n d  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  ( a d d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
s t r u c tu r e )  • 
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D IA GRAM 0 . 6 :  THE TAB LE C ONC EP T  OF TR IANGULAR GR OW TH 

LEA D ER SHIP 

A ch u r ch mu s t  a l s o  s e e k  to �W i n t a i n  a c r e a t i ve focus on new 
leadership and task d e v e l opment . The purpos e  of the chur ch as an 
o r g a n i z a t i � o p e n s  t h e  d o o r  t o  u n l o c k  ' u n p r e d i c t a b l e  
c r e at i v i ty . '  The o r g a n izational pro ce s s  tends to develop a l ong 
the fol l owing l i n e s : 

D IA GRAM 0 . 7 :  THE OR GA NIZA TIONA L PROC ESS 

A = CREATIVE PHASE 

LIFE: 

8 = MANAGEMENT PHASE 

\ 
c c = LEGALISTIC PHASE 

\ J 
DEATH: >< 

I 
D 

\ 
D = DESTRUCTIVE PHASE 
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M i n i s tr y  and o r g a n i z a t i on w i l l  r i s e  or  fa l l  o n  i t s  l e a d e r s h i p .  
L e a d e r s h i p  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n w i th 
d ec i s i o n s  t o  l i ve i n  the c i r c l e  o n  the top a nd g r ow a nd pr o sper or  
l i ve in  the c i r c le on the bo t t om a nd ma i n t a i n ,  d ec l i ne ,  o r  d i e .  

THE TARGET 

L i f e h a s  o n e  s u p r eme t a r g e t .  T h i s  t a r g e t  i s  s p e c i f i c a n d  
me a s u r e a b l e ; i t ' s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t o  h i t  t h e  b u l l ' s  eye when the 
human sp i r i t  c o ope r a t e s  w i th the S p i r i t  o f  G od . 

T H E  ULT I MATE AC T 

The ul tima te ac t in hi s tory i s  des cr ibed wi th the s e  words , "For 
God so loved the wor ld , tha t  He gave Hi s o n l y  b e g o tte n S on ,  tha t  
who e v ef0 b e l i e v e s  i n  H i m  shou l d  n e v e r  p e r i sh ,  bu t hav e e ter n a l  
l i fe . "  

6 
0 
t 

= GOD 
G o d , t h e  
S p i r i t .  . •  

F a t h e r , 

= SO LOVED T H E  WO RLD 

t h e  S o n ,  a n d  t h e  H o l y  

God s o  l o ved the wo r l d , a l l  m a n k i n d , man  a n d  
woma n , b oy a nd g i r l , y o u  a nd m e  • • •  

= THAT H E  GAVE H I S ONLY BEGOTTEN SON 
G o d  l o v e d  s o  t h a t  H e  g a v e  t h e  S o n as  H i s  
' g i f t '  by s e n d i n g H i m i n t o t h e  w o r l d a n d  H e  
a l s o  g a v e t h e  f.pn o n  t h e  c r o s s  a s  ' the ' g i f t 
t o  the wo r l d • • . 

= THAT WHOEVER B EL I EV E S  I N  H I M  S H O UL D  N O T  
PERI SH,  BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE . 
Each per s on has the oppor tuni ty to be lieve and 
have e ternal l i fe .  

( Pe r i s h i ng i s  s e t  i n  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  to l i fe ;  a 
p e r s o n w h o  d o e s  n o t  b e l i ev e  w o u ld be w i tho u t  
Chr i s t . ) 
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The u l tima t e  a c t , there f ore , is God ' s  gif t  o f  s a l v a t i o n t o  t h e  
world through J e s u s  C hris t ;  m an kind i s  G od ' s  u l tim a t e  l ove targ e t . 

T H E  U L T I MA T E  COMMAND 

The pro o f  tha t  God  wa s ab l e  t o  perf orm His promi s e  of s a l v a tio n 
t o  m a n k i nd w a s  t h e  r e s u rre c t i o n o f  J e s u s  C hr i s t  from d e a t h . The 
ri s e n  L o r� 2J e s u s  C hr i s t  t h e n  g a v e  the u l t im a t e  c omma n d  to H i s  
d i sc i p l es : 

A l l au t h ority h a s  bee n  g i ve n  t o  M e  i n  h e a v e n  and on earth . 
G o  there f ore a nd make d i sc i p l e s  o f  a l l  the n a t i o n s , b a p t i z i n g 
t h e m  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  t h e  S o n a n d  t h e  H o l y  
S pir i t ,  t e a c h i ng them t o  o b s erve a l l  t h a t  I c omm a nd e d  you ; and 
l o , I am w i th you a l way s , even t o  the end of the age. 

D I AG RAM 0 . 8 : MAK I NG D I S C I P L E S  ( MA TT H EW 2 8 : 1 8 - 20 )  

ALL authorit has been iven to Me in heaven and on earth 

BAPTIZING 

TEACHING 

And lo, I am with ou ALWAYS, even to the end of the a e 

T o  a v oid t h e  g r e a t  c o mm i s s i o n b e c om i n g t h e  g r e a t  o m i s s i o n ,  
J e s u s  g u a r a n t e ed t h a t  H i s  l a s t  word s wo u l d  never bec ome H i s  l o s t  
word s b y  s h ar i ng the u l t i m a te c ommand i n  s e v era l i n s t a n c e s  w i t h a 
vari e ty o f  d e s cr i p t i o n s : 3 3  
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D I A G RAM 0 . 9 :  J E S U S ' G R EA T  COMM I S S I ON MO S A I C  

tA AT THEW 2a 

A) � � ., 
"l) � " �ORli.) ., ..... 

� CJ) 

- .... 0 c z 
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THE ULTIMATE GOAL 

God's salvation through Jesus Christ is to be shared through a 
group of people that believe. These believers so relate themselves 
together that their impact is in their effect to make disciples 
who also go, baptize and teach. The ultimate goal happens as these 
believers so relate themselves together and do the acts of Jesus 
through the Holy Spirit. The ��al is continuous as these believers 
together become disciples by: 

DIAGRAM 0 .11: THE GOAL 

MAKING RESPONSIBLE REPRODUCING CHRISTIANS 

MAKING RES PONSIBLE R�PRODUCING CONGH�GATIONS 

The effect fulf��ls the promise of Jesus as disciples and 
churches multiply. "I wil�J>uild My church; and the gates of 
Hades shall not overpower it." 

THE STRATEGY 

QUALIFYING THE STRATEGY 

Only one Textbook reveals the successful pattern of people 
reaching people--the Bible. The Bible's central message is the 
story of salvation. The work of Luke is recognized as the center 
of the New Testament, spanning the Gospels and the Epistles and 
joining them together in one whole.37 What is significant is  
Luke's combination of the J*ory of  Jesus and the story of  the 
early church in one account. Luke was able to see that the 
first generation of the church formed a continuation of the era of 
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salvation which had begun with Jesus and that the era was still 
continuing until the expe �9ed return of the Lord; for Luke the two 
stories are really one. Acts is th � 0record of the progress of 
the Word of God which brings salvation. The spread of the gospel 
to the ends of t �I earth marks the culmination of what Jesus began 
to do and teach. The pattern of th � 2beginning is definitive for 
the church in Lu ke's da y and ours; that pattern becomes Jesus' 
MA STER STRATEGY OF EVANGELI SM AND DI S CIPLE SHIP. Luke shares the 
strategy a s  the mo del a nd the po wer of the Holy Spirit is 
transferred from Jesus to those first century believers, the 
church. 

DIAGRAM 0.11: THE BRIDGE 

ACT S 2: 38-47 

JE SU S ----���
.
���-----------------

�
------������T� H�E EARLY CHURCH 

IN THE GO SPEL S � � IN THE EPI STLE S 

THE LUCAN WRITING S 

SH1PLIFYING TH B ST RATEGY 

.. 4 3  . . f . d' 'd 1 "wh at sh a l l  w e  d o ?  T h �s corpora te e xpr e s s �on451 �n �v � ua 
convic tion promp ted the Chr i s tl ike answer, "Repe n t l " The res u l ts 
o f  G o d ' s  m e s s e n g e r ,  P e te r , p r o c l a i m i ng th e m e s s a g e  o f  G o d  
d emon s tr a ti ng H i s  l ov e  through J e s u s, whom He made both Lord and 
Chr i s t, are appare n t: 

LI STEN: These persons heard preaching of the Word. 
CONVICTION: These same perso ns a ccepted (belief) or 

re jected (disbelief) the Word. 
CONVER SION: These believing persons stood in a personal 

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ through repentance and 
faith. 

CHRI STLIKENE S S: These believing persons changed inwardly. 
COMMUNICATION: These believing persons were transformed 

outwardly. 
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DIAGRAM 0.12: YOU, YOUR CHIL DREN AN D ALL (ACT S 2: 37-40) 

YOU 
YOUR CHILDREN 
ALL WHO ARE FAR OFF � 

Peter also exhor 4 �d the crowd toward a decision with other 
words, "Be saved • . •  " The strateg y of Jesus through the early 
church in Acts 2: 38-40 is simple; apart from hearing the word 
c o m b i n e d  with conviction, conver sion, Christlikeness and 
communicatio � � there can be no salvation . • •  "from this perverse 
generation." 
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AMPLIFYING THE STRATEGY 

The seed for the strategy had been planted; now th �� seed 
explodes into a powerful model for the church then and now. 

41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; 
and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 

42 And they were continually devoting themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer. 

4 3  And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many 
wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 

44 And all those who had believed were together, and had 
all things in common; 

45 and they began selling their property and possessions, 
and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 

46 And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, 
and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their 
meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 

47 praising God, and having favor with all the people. And 
the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were 
being saved. 

· 

Acts 2:41-47 reveals the spiritual growth model for individuals 
and churches. "I t was a continuous process ( 'being saved' ) in 
which the c ��rch became both the goal and the agent of dynam�c 
evangelism." ( See D IAGRAM 0.13.) 

The following chapters outline and expand this model which 
becomes a strategy for individual Christian growth and corporate 
church growth, THE MASTER STRATE GY OF EV ANGELI SM AND D ISCI PL ES H IP .  
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DIAGRAM 0.13: THE GROWTH MODEL (ACTS 2: 41-47) 

2 : 47a 

the Lord was 
adding to their 

number day by day 
those who were 

being saved 

(They) were having 
favor with all 
the people 

(They) were 
together • • •  

one mind • • •  
together 

2:43-46 
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(They) were continually 
devoting themselves to 
the apostles' teaching, 
fellowship, 
the breaking of bread 
and prayer 

2:42 

(They) 
were 
added 
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CHAPTER ONE 

COMM I TT ED 

God's passion to find people is phenomenal. With awesome depth 
and urgency, God reaches out through His Holy Spirit, His Word and 
His people to find people. God's objective is certain and clear: a 
dynamic eternal relationship with people. God verify's His passion 
with: 

a theology of labor and harvest; 1 
2 a theology of searching and findi�g; 

a theology of seeking and saving; 4 a theology of persuading and winning; and 
a theology of fishing and catching. 

God's passion penetrated a small group of people. Although this 
small group experienced a person-to-Person relationship with Jesus 
Christ, tgey still f ell short. The lives o f  the disciples 
exhibited: 

1. Selfish egoism --They quarreled over first places. 
" • • •  whoever wishes to be first among you shall • • • .  " (Matthew 
20: 20-28) 

2. Self-righteousness--"Even though all may fall away 
because of You, I will never fall away." (Matthew 26: 33) 

3 .  Resentments--"Lord, do You want us to command fire to 
come down from heaven and consume them?" (Luke 9: 54) 

4. Spiritual impotence--"Why could we not cast it out?" 
(Matthew 17: 19) 

5. Criticism--"Why this waste?" (Matthew 26: 8) 
6. Group bigotry--" • • .  we tried to hinder him because he 

did not follow along with us." (Luke 9: 49) 
7. Race-prejudice--"Send her (a Syro-Phonecian) away, for 

she is shouting out after us." (Matthew 15: 23) 
8. Selfish acquisitiveness--" • . •  we have left everything 

and followed You: what then will there be for us?" (Matthew 
19: 27) 
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9. A dislike of self-sacrifice--"God forbid it, Lord! This 
shall never happen to You." (Matthew 16: 22) 

10. Fear--" • • •  the doors were shut where the disciples 
were, for fear • • •  " (John 20: 19) 

Then Jesus Christ was miraculously raised from the dead.7 For 
more than forty days He met with these same disciples and then 
after He promised His cont�nued presence through the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus ascended to heaven. Unlike their past relationship and 
Jesus merely being 'with ' them, in *he near future the Holy f�irit 
of Jesus would be 'withinll them. The Holy Spirit came. The 
disciples were transformed: 

1. Instead of selfish egoism there was self-surrender; 
2. Self-righteousness was replaced by a deep humility 

based on grace; 
3. Resentments were dissolved by love; 
4. Spiritual impotence was turned into spiritual adequacy; 
5.  Criticism gave way to appreciation; 
6. Group bigotry became group co-operation; 
7. Race prejudice was changed into human brotherhood; 
8. Selfish acquisitiven�ss was transmuted into the most 

amazing burst. of charity the world has ever seen; 
9. A dislike of self-sacrifice became self-sacrifice that 

has never been matched; 
10. Fear turned into a courage that laughed its way 

through persecution and death. 

''All this �as done effortlessly, for the disciples weren 't 
doi�� it--they were allowing the Holy Spirit within them to do 
it." Surprised by the resurrection and transformed by the Holy 
Spirit, this small group of people gave birth to the beginning of 
the grl�test continuous p eople movement the world has ever 
known. These disciples, full of resurrection faith and the Holy 
Spirit, instantly proclaimed Christ to the Jerusalem public. The 
listening public from a roll-call of natio£� responded to Peter's 
call to repentance, they received his word. 

THOSE WHO HAD RECEIVED HIS WORD (ACTS 2: 41A) 

The Word of God is not thrown into history without effect. 
Through the word-event recorded in Acts 2, God was having a real 
encounter with people. It was not a matter of majestic monologue 
from God but within this event the mightiness of God encounters 
the madnef? o f  man. Jesus had previously const r u cted t h e  
encounter: 
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THE MESSAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  Luke 24: 44-47 
"These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that all things which are written about Me in the 
L a w  o f  M o s e s  a n d  the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled." Then He opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, and He said unto them, "Thus it is written, that 
the Christ should suffer and rise again from the dead the 
third day; and that repentance for forgiveness of sins should 
be proclaimed in His name • • •  " 

THE MANDATE • • . • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • •  Luke 24: 47 
" • • •  to all the nations--beginning from Jerusalem." 

THE METHOD • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • •  Luke 24: 48 
"You are witnesses of these things." 

THE MEANS • • • . • • . • . • . • • . • . • • • • • • •  Luke 24: 49 
"And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon 
you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed 
with power from �g high." 

THE MOVEMENT • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • •  Acts 
The church first began in an upper room in Jerusalem with a 
small band of 120 disciples (1: 15) . 
On the day of Pentecost 3, 000 new believers were baptized and 
added to the Jerusalem church (2: 41) . 
Many more be�ieved and now the number of men in the Jerusalem 
church stands at 5, 000 (4: 4) . 
Multitudes of men and women were constantly added to the 
numbers of believers in the Lord in the Jerusalem church 
(5: 11-14) . 

TO THIS POINT INDIVIDUALS AND MULTITUDES WERE ADDED TO THE 
CHURCH IN JERUSALEM; FROM THIS POINT DISCIPLES AND CHURCHES 
WE R E  M U L T I P L I E D .  W I T H I N  F O U R  D E CA D E S  N E W  C H U R C H E S  
(CONGREGATIONS) WERE PLANTED IN EVERY POPULATION CENTER OF THE 

THEN-KNOWN WORLD. 
The number of disciples multiply (6: 1-7) . 
The number of churches multiply in the collective sense of 
geographical multiplication of believers throughout all Judea, 
Galilee and Samaria. It is no longer only the first church in 
Jerusalem but now other congregations emerge and also continue 
to increase in the number of believers (9: 31) . 
The number of churches multiply. No longer does Luke refer to 

1 the who 1 e church 1 ( 5 : 11 ) , 1 the c h u r c h i n J e r us a 1 ern 1 ( 8 : 1 ) , or 
the regional church of Judea, Galilee and Samaria (9: 31) , but 
to churches (15: 41) . Churches were planted and the churches 
increased in number daily (16: 5) . 
How many myriads? The e xact number of Jewish converts to 
Christ was unknown but was spoken of in tens of thousands 
(21: 20) . 

In "Tfe Acts Of The Apostles" the Word of God is the Word about 
Jesus.1 On the day of Pentecost Peter spoke this Word and his 
word was received. The

1
wessage of the saving-event in Jesus Christ 

proved to be powerful. 
A basic pattern was revealed in the word which the e arly 

Ch . . d 19 r1st1ans announce : 
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First ,  THEY PREACHED A PERSON . 
Their me ssage was frankly Chr i stocentric . I ndeed , o ften enough 
t h e  g o sp e l i s  r e f e r r e d  t9 0simply a s  J e su s  or Ch r i st : "He 
p r e a c h e d J e s u s t o  h i m • " T o t h e21 J e w s J e s u s w a s t h e 
fu 1 f i l l me n  t of God ' s  work in hi story : to t�2 Gent i l e s  Je su s  
marked the end o f  God ' s apparent d i si nterest .  J e su s  the man , 
Je su s  cruci fied , Je su s  r i se n , J e su s  e x a l t e d  t o  th e pla c e  o f  
powe r i n  the un i v e r se from whi ch H e  would return i n  j udgment 
at the e nd of the age , J e su s  who m e a n t i me w a s  p r e sent amo n g  
Hi s p e op l e  in the Spir i t ,  and demonstrated thi s  through signs 
and wond e r s  as we l l  as th r o u gh t h e  m e t e o r i c  r i se of th e 
Chur ch . 

S econd , THEY PROCLAI M ED A G I FT . 
The g i f t  o f  forg i v e n e ss, the gift o f  the Spirit,  the g i ft o f  
adopti on , o f  reconci l i a t i on . The g i f t  th at mad e  "no peop l e "  
p a r t  o f  the "pe or:ne o f  God ", the g i ft that brought those w2� 
were far o f f  near . The Jews had done nothing to me r i t  i t ,  
any more than the Gent i l e s  had : i t  proceeded entirely from the 
g r a c e  o f  G o d . The g o sp e l  i s  "th e  wo r d  o f  H i s  g r a c e "; it i s  
o n l y  thr o ugh the g r a c e  o f  the L o r d  �e su s" th at men c a n  b e  
saved ,  or find l i f e , or b e  j usti fied . 2 But the author of thi s  
sa l v a t i o n  i s  n o n e  o th e r  t h a n  G o d  h i m se l f ,  the o f fe r  i s  
d i r e c t e d  t o  a l l  m e n  w i t h o u t  d i s t i n c t i o n --e x c e p t  t h e  
d i stinction o f  being themselves unacce�6able . 

Third , TH EY LOOKED FOR A RES PONSE . 
The apo st l e s  w e r e  not shy about a sk ing men to d e cide for or 
a g a i n st t27 God who had d e c i d e d  f o r  t h e m . T h ey e xp e c t e d 
r e su l t s . T h e y  c h a l l e n g e d  men to do some th i ng abou t th e 
me ssage they h ad he ard . "What sha l l  w e  do ? "  w a s  th e r e sp o n se 
o f  the c r owd on the day o f  P e n t e c o st .  The a n swer i s  c l e a r  
e nough on the page s of the New T e stament . 

For the early Chr i stian , the l eap of f a i th -- th e  c ommi tting o f  
o n e se l f  ' on t o  C h r i st ' --i s i n e v i t a b l y  p r i o r  t o  th e l i f e o f  
faith --remaining and living ' in Chri st ' . There was no shortage o f  
e mp h asi s o n  t h i s  a c t  o f  c o nv e r si o n  for th e e a r ly Ch r i st i a n . 
"Conve r si on 2�s nothing other than turning to Chr i st i n  r ep e n t an c e  
and faith . "  

Now both r e p e n t a n c e  a n d  faith are de scribed in Act s  in ter�§ 
o f  ' t u r n i ng ' . R e p e n t a n c e  i s  a t u r n � f r om w i c k e d n e ss

3 1  wh e r e a s  f a i th i s  a t u r n i n g ' to G o d ' or ' t� 2th e Lord ' .  
T h i s, th e n , � � t h e m e a n i n g  o f  c o n v e r si o n . ' T o t u r n ' ,  
i n t r a n si t iyf i s  to t u r n  f r om the v an i ty o f  i do l s  to th e 
l iving God , 35rom darkne ss to ligh t , and f r om the P_ftWe r o f  
Satan to God ' , or from si n and sel f  to Je su s  Chr i st .  

F r om th e m u l t i -l i ng u a l  a u d i e n c e  i n  th e r o l l -c a l l  of nations 
h e a r i n g th e W o r d p r o c l a i m e d  c a m e  c o n v i c t i o n , c o n v e r s i o n , 
Ch r i st l i k e n e ss a n d  c omm u n i c a t i o n . T h e y  h e a r d  i n  th e i r  own 
l anguage , r e sponded and eventu a l ly carr ied the vlord with them back 
to the ir nat ive soi l . 
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DIAGRAM 1.1: CONVERSION 

D IVINE 

(Person Passive) 

HUMAN 

(Observable) 

(Person Active) 

UN PREDI CT ABLE 

C'l 
., 
� 
0 ., 

REPENTANCE 

THINKif\:G 

FEELING 

DE CIDING 

., 
� 
0 ., 

FAITH 

How did these people receive the Word? 37 The Word and the 
Spirit liberated them and gave them the freedom of decision. Their 
decision was more than a mere3i eception; the Word was embraced 
joyfully and welcomed heartily. 

JESUS-CENTERED LIFE 

Jesus Christ perfectly modeled a Christian lifestyle. Picture 
Jesus Christ on the cross before His death and resurrection. Two 
beams made up the cross and these two beams pinpoint the two 
directions of His life. The one reaches up to His Father; the 
other reaches out to people. His power was vertical; His ministry 
was horizontal. His feet were nailed to the vertical beam; His 
h a n d s  w e r e  n a i l e d  t o  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  b e am. H is vertical 
relationship was with God the Father--with His head and heart and 
soul Jesus reached up to the presence of God and with His feet and 
soul Jesus reached down to saturate Himself with the Scriptures 
and His innermost Person. His horizontal relationship was with 
p e o p l e - -w ith the one hand Jesus reached in by discipling 
individuals and groups following His model of His Father 's 
unconditional love and with the other hand reached out in 
unconditional love to the lonely and hungry of soul and body. 

Like Jesus Christ a Christian prioritizes his or her life to 
reach: 
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DIAGRAM 1. 2: REACHING 

0 

The early Christians li�ed their priorities. Their conversion 
to Jesus as Christ and Lord in their faith-encounter and in their 
filling with the Holy S pirit produced prioritij§• L uke gives 
tremendous insight into their Jesus-centered lives: 

31 And when they had prayed, the place where they had 
gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with 
the Holy S pirit, and began to speak the word o f  God w ith 
boldness. 

32 And the congregation of those who believed were of one 
heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything 
belonging to him was his own; but all things were common 
property to them. 

33 And with great power the apostles were giving witness 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was 
upon them all. 

34 For there was not a needy person among them, for all 
who were owners of lands or houses would sell them and bring 
the proceeds of the sales, 

35 and lay them a the apostle 's feet; and they would be 
distributed to each, as any had need. 

The Jesus-centered lives of Acts 4: 31-35 appear to duplicate 
the Jesus-centered lives of A cts 2: 41-47 which concludes the 
narrative on -the day of Pentecost. God always duplicates this 
individual lifestyle in a S pirit-filled community. 
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PRAYING 

PRAYING: REACHING UP 
The early Christians prayed tog�ther to the 

God who gives repentance and fa1th through 

Jesus Christ and Who heals and performs signs 

and wonders through Jesus Christ. 

THE WORD: REACHING DOWN 
The early Christians spoke the Word with 
boldness and confidence. 

ASSEMBLING: REACHING IN 
The early Christians gathered together in one 
place, were of one heart and soul, and held 
all things in common to meet all needs and 
wants among them. 

WITNES SING: REACHING OUT 
The early Christians with great power gave 
witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
and abundant grace was upon them all. 

With out d oubt the practice of the ear ly Chr i stian s  w a s  pray i ng 
the p r a y e r  tha t  th e L or d  J e s u s  Chr i st had taught H i s  discipl e s . 
Th i s  "D i s c ip l e s  P r a y e r ' p r a c t i c e d  4�n th e i r  l i v e s b r ou g h t  th e 
L ordship of Chr i st over their l i ves : 

"our Father wh o art in heaven . Hal l owed be Thy name . "  
STEP ON E: I OVERCOME MY I NFERIORITY . I d i s c over God as Father . 

"Thy k i ngd om c ome . Thy wi l l  be done , On earth as it i s  in 
heaven . "  
S T EP TWO : I OVE RCOME MY D I S C O U RAGEMENT .  I b e l i e v e God i s  
bu i l ding a s oc i e ty of rede emed , redeeming per s on s  and He needs 
me . 

"Gi ve u s  thi s  day our da i ly bread . "  
S T E P  THREE : I AM ASSURE D  OF SUCCES S . God wi l l  inspire me with 
s e l f-affirming ideas that can lead me t o  fu l f i l l  H i s  wi l l . 

"And f orgive us our d e bt s , a s  we a l s o  h a v e  f org iven ou r 
debt ors . "  
S T E P  FOU R : I AM E STABL I S HED I N  A POS ITIVE RELATIONSH I P  WITH 
GOD ,  and my fe l l ow human br others and s i sters . F orgivenes s  and 
faith are mine . 

"And d o  n ot lead u s  int o temptat i on ,  but d e l i ve r  u s  fr om 
e v i l . F or Thine i s  the kingdom ,  and the p ower , and the g l ory , 
f orever . Ame n . "  
STEP FIVE : I AM CONFRONTED WITH THE COST OF D I SC I P LE SH I P . The 
price of s u c c e s s ; the pains and per i l s  of a chievement now c ome 
to mind . 

2 6  



As the early Chr i s ti an s  pract i c ed the prayer for e ve ry d i s c i p l e  
o f  J e s u s  Chr i s t , their l i v e s  and s e l f-wor th wer e  trans formed to a 
l e ve l  o f  l i f e s ty l e  that was l iberated to love a s  J e s u s  h a d  l o v e d . 
For them J e s u s  was the Lord o f  a l l . 

THE WORD 

Hhe r41v e r  the e a r l y Chr i s tians went , it was the VJord they 
carr i ed . For e ighteen mo�zhs and mor e  at Cor i n th it was th e 
Wor d wh i ch gr i pp e d  P a u l . I t  wa s the same at Eph e s u s  dur ing 
the two years o f  h i s  mi s�1on : ' Al l  the r e s ident s  of  As ia heard 
the Word of the Lo r d ' .  Wh e n  L u k e  wan t s  t o  i n di c a t e  t h e 
s u c c e s s  o f  the mi s sjfn ,  he s ays that the Word o f  the Lord g r ew 
a n d  p r e v a !� e d . T h e  W o r d  ma k e s  k� s o w n  i m p a c t  o n  
T h e oph iJ-p s ,  the c e n t u r i on Cor�13l i u s , the p r o c on s u l  o f  
Cyprus , the c i t i z e� o f  Anti och . No wond e r  the twe lve mad e  
i t  th� p r i o r i ty . No wonder they committed the i r  converts 
to it . No wonder the name l e s s  amateur mi s s i onar i e s  o f  ( Ac t s ) 
8 : 4 took it as the i r  great weapon . ��e s  a man bel ieve? Then i t  
i s  bec a u s e  the W o r d  br i n g s  f a i th . Do� a ma n r e c e i ve th e 
S p i r i t ?  I t  c omes from hearing the Word . Does a man become a 
Chr i s t i a n ?  I t  i s  due to Go d ' s  i l l umi n a t i ng th e h e a r t  o f  th e 
h e a r e r s  o f  t h e a p o s to l i c  me s s ag e . I s  a ��n a c o un t e r f5kt 
Chr i s t i an ?  T hen i t  i s  bec a u s e  he has no part in the Word . 

The Word o f  God , the Word o f  the Lord , the Wor d  o f  s a l va t i on ,  th e 
Word o f  the gospe l or s impl y  the word provides the answe r s , bre ak s  
down the barr i e r s  and gives  freed om for dec i s i on .  

ASS EMBLI N G  

The ear l y  Chr i s tians bel i eved i n  tog e thernes s ; s eparatenes s and 
t o t a l  i n d i v i du a l i sm w e r e  unknown . The d i stingui shing mar� 5of the 
e a r l y  Ch r i s t i a n s  wa s a g e nu i n e  l o v e  f o r  o n e  a n o th e r . T h e y  
fu l f i l led the words o f  J e s us : 

L i tt l e  chi l d r e n , I am w i th y o u  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  l o nger . You r  
sha l l  s e ek Me ; and a s  I said to the J e w s , ' Wh e r e  I am g o i ng , 
yo u c a n n o t  come ' ,  now I s a y  to you al s o . A new cownandment I 
g ive to you , that you love one anoth e r , e v e n  a s  I h a ve l o v e d  
you , tha t  you a l s o  love one anoth e r . B y  thi s  al l men wi l l  kng� 
that you are My d i s c ip l e s ,  i f  you have l ove for one another . 

J e s u s  h a d  s p ec i f i c a l l y  prayed for the i r  onene s s -- that the s ame 
k i n d  o f  g enuine onenes s  that e x i s t e d  be tw e e n  the F a th e r , Hims e l f  
and the Hol y  Spi r it wou l d  e x i s t  in H i s  new corrununi ty o f  believe r s ; 
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t�is is13 our 
t1mes: 

57 'Lord's Prayer'! Jesus prayed for this oneness five 

1. "that they may be ONE, as we are" 
2. "that they ALL may be ONE" (verse 
3. "that they also may be ONE IN US" 
4. "the GLORY • • •  I have given them; 

ONE" (verse 22) ; and 

(verse 11) ; 
21) ; 
(verse 21) ; 

• • •  that they may be 

5. "that they may be made PERFECT IN ONE" (verse 23) . 

Five times we find it answered:59 

1. in the congregational prayer meeting (Acts 1:14) ; 
2. on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1) ; 
3. in the ongoing life of the assembly (Acts 2: 46) ;  
4. again in a tremendous prayer meeting (Acts 4:24) ; and 
5 .  after a judgment miracle of church discipline (Acts 

5: 12) • 

The early Christians experienced 'assembly oneness ' • 60  

WITNESSING 

The early Christians witnessed with great power and effect. 
Jesus Christ was their model witness. Those early Christians 
reviewed the acts o f  Jesus Christ. One o f  His w i t n e s s i n g  
experien�es wit� the �an �±codemus became a prime model of active 
conversat1onal w1tness1ng: 

1. THE ATTITUDE • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  verg2s 1-2 
Jesus is approached with a searching attitude. 

2. THE ATTENTION . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . •  verse 3 
Jesus gets the attention of the listener. 

3. THE ACCEPTANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  verse 5 
Jesus points toward the acceptance of God. 

4 .  THE ARRANGEMENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • verse 6 
Jesus describes the arrangement of creation. 

5. THE ARGUMENT • • . • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • •  �.verse 7 
Jesus discusses the argument for faith. 

6. THE ACT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  verse 8 
Jesus briefly emphasizes the act of conversion. 

7. THE ACCUSATION • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . • •  verses 10-12 
Jesus straightforwardly gives an accusation of inaccuracy. 

8. THE ABS OLUTENESS . • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • . • • •  verses 13-15 
Jesus clearly shares the absoluteness of salvation. 

9. THE ALTERNATIVE • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  versesl6-18 
Jesus critiques the alternative for lifestyles. 

10. THE ACCELERATION . • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • •  verses 19-21 
Jesus moves with acceleration toward decision. 
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Anoth e r  o f  H i s  e n c o u n t e r s  wa s c e r t a i n ly a s u p e r b  m o d e l o f  
pa s s � v e

6
f o n v e r s a t i on a l  w i t n e s s i n g - - at a w e l l  w i th a woma n o f  

Samar �a : 

1 .  CONTACT OTHERS SOC IAL LY . . • • . . • • . • . . .  v e r s e s  1 - 7  
S ee and know non-Chr i st i a n s  persona l l y . 

2 .  ESTABLI SH A COMMON INTERE ST . . . • . . . • .  ver s e s  7 - 8  
E s tab l i sh a mutual inter e s t  in conversation . 

3 .  AROUSE INTEREST . • . . . . • . • . . • . • • . • . • . •  ver s e s  9-1 5 
Arous e  a person ' s  inter e s t  by l i fe and word . 

4 .  DON ' T  GO TOO FAR • . . . . . • • • . . • • . . . • . . •  ver s e s  1 3 - 1 9  
Gear e xp l anat i ons to h i s  receptivene s s  and read i n e s s  for more . 

5 .  DON ' T  CONDEMN . 
Accept and even compl iment rather than condemn . 

6 .  STICK WI TH THE MAI N  I SSUE • . . . • . . . • . •  vers e s  2 0 - 2 6  
S tay o n  the track . 

7 .  CON FRONT H IM D I RECTLY . 
Per s e ve r e  to the d e s t ination . 

Thos e ear ly Chr i s ti an s  turned the i r  wor ld ups i d e  down with the 
p ow e r  a n d  e f f e c t  o f  t h e i r  w i t n e s s ;  t h eJ4 

p r e a c h e d  a pe r s on , 
proc l aimed a gift and looked for a re spon s e . The early Chr i s ti an 
was Je s u s  Chr i st in the world . 

Ju s t  as a Je s u s �c e n t e r e d  l i f e  i s  i n s ep a r ab l e  from Chr i s t i an 
c ommu n i ty ,  s o  p ra y i ng , the Word , a s s embl i ng a n d  witn es sing are 
i n s eparable in the l i f e  o f  the Spirit- f i l l ed be l i ever . 

DIAG RAM 1 . 3 :  A JESUS -CE NTERED LI FE 

PRAYING 

ASSEMBLING WITNESSING 

THE WORD 

The ama zi ng f a c t  i s  th a t  whe n e v e r  a n d  whe r ev e r  a n d  what e v e r  
b e l i e v e r s  l i v e  the i r  m e s s age i n  the power o f  the Holy Spirit and 
procl a i m  tha t  me s s ag e  with the love o f  Je s u s , peop l e  i n  t\e

5 
wor l d  

are shaken a s  on the day o f  Penteco s t ,  "Hhat sha l l  we do? " 
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CHAPTER TWO 

UNITED 

" T r e m e n d o u s  gr o w th i s  g o i n g  on i n  the chu r ch today . " 1 The 
potential o f  church growth is  u n l i m i ted . B e yond God ' s  method o f  
p e o pl e  r e a ch i n g  p e op l e  through the VJord and the Ho ly Spirit , the 
rea son beh ind th e t r e m e n d o u s  g r owth and u n l im i t e d  p o t e nt i a l  i s  
that the B ibl i ca l , New Te stament , Acts 2 : 41 -47 mode l of harves t i ng 
i s  be ing fot lowed . The que stion i s  not " What 's gone wrong with the 
harve s t ? '' , b u t  ' Wh a t  i s  g o i n g  r i ght w i th the ha r v e s t ! '  Tho s e  
h a r v e s t e d  i n  the Lord are instantly united with the harveste rs o f  
the Lord . Thei r  hearts a r e  wa r me d �  t he i r  l i v e s  a r e  ch a n g e d ; and 
t h e y  g l a d l y  a n d  i mm e d i a t e l y j o i n  t h o s e  who l ik e  Chr i s t  a r e  
trans forming th e i r  wor l d  th r o u gh g e n u i n e  f a i t h , hope and l o v e . 
They b e c ome wor l d -cha n ge r s ;  th e i r  c ommi tment to Chr i st means a 
c rnmnitment to the c ommun i t y  o f  Ch r i s t . I t  i s  a s  i t  w a s  for the 
e a r ly Ch r i s t i an . S o l i t a ry Chr i s t ianity i s  an unknown ; solida r ity 
in Chr i s t  i s  t he norm . 

To the wor ld two thousand years ago it wa s unimagi nable to even 
consider the image of the church commun i ty as a s t�mb l i ng b l o ck . 
I n  tho s e  e a r l y  day s th e chu r ch wa s a p ow e rho u s e  --e normo u s  i n  
l ove , u nb e l i e vab l e  i n  a ctions , spectac u l ar i n  uni!Y .  Through the 
Ho ly Spir i t  the church expe r i e n c e d  capa c i t y p ow e r --God thr o u gh 
H i s  u n i q u e  a nd m i r a c u l o u s  H o l y  S p i r i t f i l l ed the church w i th 
corporate powe r for the c o n g r e ga t i o n  a s  a who l e  a n d  i nd i v i d u a l  
pow e r  f o r  e v e ry memb e r . I n  the e a r l y chur ch c orporate power wa s 
the bas i s  for individual power and i ndividual power w a s  the b a s i s  
f o r  c o r p o r a t e  p ow e r �  w i th o u t  t h e  g e n u i n e  l i f e o f  b o th th e 
c orporate and the individua l , th e re w a s  no powe r . I n  tho s e  days  
t h e  i mp a c t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h w a s  e v� r y  b i t  a s  i mp r e s s i v e  a n d 
attr active a s  that o f  the individua l . T o d ay the chu r ch i s  b e i n g  
launched6

i nto a r ebirth o f  the Chr i s tocentric mi s s ion o f  the f i r s t  
c e ntury : 
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DIAGRAM 2. 1: THE HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY 

The Apostolic Age 

Christ's death 
to 100 A.D. 

The Church Age 

101 A.D. to 999 A.D. 

The Great Schism 
& Dark Ages 

1000 A.D. to 
1516 A.D. 

The Reactionary 
Age 

1517 A.D. to 
1999 A.D. 

The Age of 
Mission 

2000 A.D. to 
the present day 

The early church of that first century f aunched a radical 
alternative of life, priorities and attitudes. The local churches 
were God'� counter-culture, salt in the midst of a disintegrating 
society. And they succeeded! One �pressive church with a 
remarkable success story was in Antioch: 

1. Here was a church devoted to every member ministry. 
2. Here was a church which cared • • •  about new believers, 

about the hungry and poor, about those who have never heard 
the gospel. 

3. Here was a church where fellowship was real. 
4. Here was a church where leadership was shared. 
5 .  Here was a church where worship was dynamic • • •  unity and 

variety, fasting and prayer, order, spontaniety and silence, 
obedience. 

6. Here was a church which looked beyond itself. 
7 .  HerB was a church where thoughtful t eaching was 

prominent. 
8. Here was a church with one overmastering passion • • •  only 

Jesus! 

It is the church which seeks first the kingdom of God that 
will experience this constant, fresh effusion of the Spirit's 
power.  It will also be the church that is free: free to serve 
God and the people of God, free to serve the world in terms 
that are relevant for each generation, free to move at the 
leading of the Spirit, free to explore fresh presentations of 
the unchanging message of the gospel, free to overcome the 
ravages of sin, suffering and death through the cross and 
resurrection of Christ, free to live and to love, kno��ng that 
God's kingdom will come and that nothing can stop it. 

The Church began in power, moved in power and moved just as 
long as she had power. When she no longer had power she dug 
in for safety and sought to conserve her gains. But her 
blessings were like the manna: when they tried to keep it 
overnight it bred worms and stank . • • •  In Church History every 
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retu rn to New Testament power has marked a new advance 
somewhere, a fresh proclamation of the gospel, an upsurge of 
missionary zeal; and every diminution of power has sei� the 
rise of some new mechanism for conservation and defense. 

The early church moved in power because of intense and dynamic 
unity with Jesus and with each other. 

Perhaps because of their very simplicity, perhaps because of 
their readiness to believe, to obey, to give, to suffer, and 
if need be to die, the Spirit of God found what he must always 
be seeking--a fellowship of men and women so united in love 
and faith that he can work i�2them and through them with the 
minimum of let or hindrance. 

It is the church that is willing to die to worldly standards 
that will know the power of Christ 's resurrection. It may be 
envied for its depths of loving relationships or for its 
spontaneous joy; it may be hated and p e rs ecuted for its 
revolutionary lifestyle e xposing the hollow values and 
destructive selfishness of the society it seeks to serve; but 
it certainly cannot be ignored. When God reigns among ��s 
people, they become a city set on a hill and cannot be hid. 

To have succeeded as God '�4counter-culture must have been very 
costly for the early church. 

THEY WERE BAPTIZED AND THEY WERE ADDED (ACTS 2: 41B) 

"Those who call upon the name of the Lord a15 those whom the 
Lord Himself has called--and called effectually." Those calling 
upon the L ord together become those calling the world to the 
Lordship of Christ--the ekklesia; those called and summoned 
together by the heralding of the Holy i�irit and the Word together 
become the herald of the Lord to all people. As God called the 
congregatio�7of Israel, He now calls the new Israel, the ekklesia, 
the church: 

l. CALLED OUT: to be a special people for God's own 
possession through Jesus Christ. 

2 .  CALL E D  FOR: a special relationship with God 's Son, 
Jesus Christ the Lord. 

3. CALLED TOGETHER: as the special community of God, the 
body of Jesus Christ. 

4. CALLED TO: a special journey with God on the way to an 
eternal inheritance through Jesus Christ. 
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The new bel i eving cownunity of  Acts 2 became 1 ghe nucleus  and model 
of  the new I srael , the ekklesi a ,  the church . 

T o  t h i s  c ommu n i t y  o f 9 b e l i e v e r s  b a p t i s m wa s t h e  ma rk o f  
C h r i s t i a �0 b e l o n g i n g , j u s t  a s  l o v e  w a s  t h e  m a r k  o f  the  
Chri stian . The invariable pattern of  the New Testamen t  wa 2 1 that 
tho s e  who repented  and be l i eved  the vlord w e r e  bap t i z ed . The 
s i g n i f i c ant p l a c e  � bapt i s m  i s  e a s i l y  s e e n  in the patt e r n  of 
c onve r s i on in Acts . Baptism for the early church and Christians 
was indispensable ;  there is no r e a s on �� suppo s e  that  the r e  was 
any other practice  in the early church . 

As John ' s  c onve r t s  w e r e  required to receive bapti sm in water 
as the outward and v i s ib l e  s i g n  o f  th e i r  r ep e n t a n c e , s o  
P e t e r ' s  convi c t e d  h ea r e r s  were  now required to submit to it . 
B u t  t h e r e  a r e  n o w  t w o  n e w f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e r i t e o f  
w a t e r - ba p t i s m :  i t  i s  a d m i n i s t e r ed  ' i n the name of  J e s u s  
Chr i s t '  �nd it  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th ' th e  g i ft o f  th e H o l y  
Spirit ' .  

The d e c i s i v e  inward turning to Chr�gt in repentance and faith was 
now given an outward sign ,  bapti sm:  

1 . It wa s th e mark o f  incorpor ation  w i th i n  the Body 2g f  
Chri s t-- " by one Spirit we were a l l  bapti zed into one Body . "  

2 .  I S -ra s  the fl1ark of  puri fication , of cleans ing from the 
old s ins . 

3 .  I t  was the mark of j usti fication-- " you were washed , you 
were sa�9tified ,  you w e r e  j u s t i f i ed i n  the name o f  the Lord 
Jesus . "  

4 .  I �  wtgs t h e  b a t h .  o f  r e b i r t h , o r  t h e w a t e r  o f  
regenerat�on . . 

5 .  It  was the mark of the New Covenant whi ch the prophe t s  
l ook ed  for with 30onging , when God ' s  law would b e  interior ized 
in the beli ever . 

6 .  It was initiation into the realm of the Spiri t ,  Hims e l f  
the first instal lment o f  God ' s  e s chatol o�c a l  b l e s s i ngs f o r  
men and the pledge  of ultimate redemption . 

7 .  I t  m e a n t  s u ch a c l o s e  u n i o n w i th Chr i s t  tha� 2th e 
b e l iever was a participant in His  death and resurrection . 

Tho s e  who r e p e n t e d  and b e l i e v ed the Word w e r e  b ap t i z ed a n d  
adde d ; tha t  was the invariable pattern o f  the early church . Three  
s t r ands taken tog e ther  mad e  a p e r s o n  a Ch r i s t i an : the  h u m a n  
s i d e - - r ep e n t a n c e  and f a i th ; the d i v i n e  s i d e - - r e c e p t i on o f  the 
S p i r i t ,  adop t i on into th e fami l y  o f  God , forg i v e n e s s  of s in s , 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n , e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  k i n g d o m ; a n d  t h e  c h u r c h 
s i d e -- i d e n t i fying w i th Chr i s t  in  bapt i sm and w i th the Body o f  
Christ , the church ,  in corporate membership as a 3�is c iple . Certain 
characteristics ident i fy an incorporated member : 
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1 . An incorporated member identifies  with the goal s  of the 
church . 

2 .  A n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  m e m b e r  i s  r e g u l a r  i n  wor s h i p  
attendance . 

3 .  An incorpor a t ed memb e r  f e e l s  a s e n s e  o f  s p i r i t u a l 
growth and progr e s s . 

4 .  An i ncorporat ed  member  h a s  tak e n  n e c e s s ary  steps of 
affiliation with the Body . 

5 .  An incorporated member has new fri ends in the church . 
6 .  An incorporated member has a t a sk or r o l e  appropr iat e 

to his \her spiritual gi ft \ s .  
7 .  A n  i n corpo r a t e d  memb e r  i s  i nvo l v e d  i n  a f e l lowsh ip 

group . 
8 .  An incorporated member regularly tithes to the church . 
9 . An incorporated member i s  part i c ipat i ng in  the G r e a t  

Commi s s ion . 

The chur ch ,  the body of Christ , live s , gives and serve s  in the 
Spirit of  Jesus-- fluid , mobile , flexible , elastic , s 3�s i t i ve . Th e 
early church never heard about club- type membership : 

1. The person must attend the meetings . 
2 .  The person must give hi s \her money . 
3 .  The person must live a l i fe of good character . 

The bod y - type or gani sm o f  the e a r l y  church had no idea of good 
club membership--attending the club ,  p��ing  the du e s  to the c l ub 
and try i ng not to embarrass  the c lub . The fact i s  that the word 
' member ' is �Gver found in the Gospels  and the Ac t s ; the word i s  
' di s c iples ' . 

Juan Car los Ortiz offers tremendous insight on what it means �9 
be a disciple of Jes.us making disciples and bui lding the church : 

B eing a di s c iple  and being a member of the church according to 
the c lub-type membership are very di fferent things . When we 
understood thi s  in Argentina , we said to the people , ' We are 
no longer going to use the word member . We are going to us e  
instead the word di scip l e . However , a di sciple is  one who 
obeys commands , so we all  have a long way to go . ' vve buried 
the word ' member ' .  And we started to use the word ' di sciple , '  
even though we knew that none of us were yet disciples . But 
at least we were on the way . How did we do it ? I preached 
discipleship for months , be fore I started practicing it . Then 
one day , reading the Gospe l according to Matthew , I saw that 
Jesus said a l l  the multitudes were l ike sheep without a 
shepherd , and He chose twe lve dis c iple s . I said to mysel f ,  
' I t ' s  time for a change . '  I had a c lub-type congregation . 
I t  was like an orphanage and I was The Reverend Juan Carlos 
Orti z ,  director of  the orphanage . When I real ized this ,  I 
decided to start a new underground church in my home . And 
Johnny stole a group of member s  from Reverend Ortiz and 
started to make di sciple s out of them . I was Johnny . In thi s  
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new s t r uc t u r e  I am no longer needed to be a ' reverend . ' Just 
Johnny . You know why?  I had to be respected befor e . Now a l l  I 
needed was love . And it ' s  much eas ier  to love a Johnny than to 
l o v e  a r e v e r end . So , I gave my l i f e  to the s e  d i s c ip l e s . I 
s e rved with them . We went out to the country toge th e r .  W e  
l i ved togeth e r . We a t e  tog e ther . I opened my horne to them . 
They carne to s leep in my horne . I went to sl eep in their home s . 
Our wives started to meet together . We b e c ame l ik e  a fami l y . 
A n d  a f t e r  s i x  m o n t h s , m o r e  o r  l e s s - - i t  d i d n ' t  c om e  
o v e r n i ght- - th e s e  p e op l e  w e r e  s o  c h a n g e d  t h a t  t h e  who l e  
orphanage noticed it . They stayed in the meetings . They hugged 
p e o p l e . They w e r e  i n te r e s t ed in the work of the people . The 
p eople carne to them for pray e r , for cou n s e l .  And a f t e r  s i x  
month s , I a l lowed them t o  s t e a l  other members from Reverend 
O r t i z ' s  chur ch - - to mak e d i s c i p l e s  out of them . S i x  mo n th s  
later these , a l so ,  were allowed to s teal more members . I t  took 
u s  a l mo s t  th r e e  y e a r s , b u t  w e  f i n a l l y s t o l e  t h e  wh o l e  
member ship a n d  c h a n g e d  o u r  o r ph a n a g e  i n t o a f ami l y  . . • .  
Gradually ,  though , we di s covered what a ' church member '  rea l ly 
i s . 

F I RST , we  unde r s tood that a member i s  NOT INDEPENDENT in 
the body- type memb e r ship . None of us have e v e r  s een  a nos e  
wa l k i n g  a long the s tr e et , or a foot walking by himsel f .  The 
body must be joined and fitly knitted together . I f  a member i s  
independent , h e  i s  not a memb e r . And i f  h e  i s  a member , h e  
cannot b e  independent . 

S ECOND , a memb e r  i s  a part  o f  the body that UNI TES two 
other parts . The forearm unites the hand with the upper arm . A 
member mus t  be united with the other two . 

T H I R D , a m e m b e r  i s  o n e  w h o  N U T U R E S . H e  r e c e i v e s  
nour i shment for hims e l f  and he pas s e s  nou r i shme nt  along to 
other members submitted to him . 

FOURTH , a member SU S TA I N S . The j oi nt s u s t a i n s . Wou l d  my 
w i f e  a sk me wh en  I g e t  horne , ' Johnny , whe r e  i s  your r i gh t  
l e g ? ' I mp o s s i b l e , I c a n n o t  l o s e m y  m e mb e r s . T h e y  a r e  
sustained . 

F I FTH , membe r s  PAS S O RD E RS . The  head make s  the order of 
the hand , but the order is  pas s ed through the other memb e r s . 
The hand doe s not ever get offended with the forearm and say , 
' No ,  I wi l l  be d e t ached from you . I w i l l  put a cable  r i gh t  
from my hand to the head . ' 

S IXTH , thi s  type of membership PROVIDES ELASTICITY TO THE 
BODY . Organization is  rigid . Everybody must do the same thing ,  
s ing the same way , be the s ame thing . Peop l e  with vi s i on ,  who 
have new ideas , new talents , have to get out of the church and 
i n t o  s ome th i n g  l ik e  C ampu s C ru s ad e , Youth for Chr i s t ,  th e 
Navigator s ,  and many other e xtra-church organizations . But the 
body is elastic . And wherever there i s  a member  of the church , 
there  is  the church . A s tude nt i s  going to b e  the church i n  
h i s s c h o o l . A phy s i c i an i s  going t o  be the chu r ch in h i s  
office or hospital . And from the head g o e s  the order  to th e 
whole body, providing e lasticity for the church to be the salt 
of the earth and the light of the world . 
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On one single day three  thousand were  save d ,  received his word , 
r e p e n t ed , we r e  bapt i z ed  in the name of Jesus for the forgiv3ge s s  
of  sins , received the gi ft of the Holy Spirit and were added . On 
' that day ' more individual be lievers were added to the l ittle ba�� 
o f  be l i eve r s  than  throughout Chr i s t ' s  e n t i r e  e a r th l y  l i f e . 
D u r i n g  C h r i s t ' s  l i f e t i m e  H i s  i n f l u e n c e  w a s  l i m i t e d  t o  a 
comparative ly sma l l  area of Palestine , now ' gr e a t e r  work s ' wou l d  
e x p a n d  H i s  i n f l u e n c e  t o  w i d e l y  s c a t t e r e d  p l a c e s  a n d  a n  
i n c r e a s ing l y  l arg e r  numb e r  o f  p e op l e . The wor d s  o f  J e s u s  we r e  
l iterally ful f i l l ed as these  committed �&d c a l l e d  b e l i ev e r s  we r e  
Spirit- fi l led to do the ' gr eater work s ' -- " Truly,  truly ,  I say to 
you , h e  who believes in Me , the works that I do shall  he do also ; 
and  g r e :\"tj_e r  work s than the s e  sha l l  he do ; b e c a u s e  I go to the 
Father . "  

JESUS-C ENTERED COMMUNITY 

' rrhe4foming  O n e ' o f  whom Je s u s  spok e now h a d  b a p t i z e d H i s  
people • .  The immediate e f fe ct of this outpour ing was winning . . .  

an imp r e s s i ve ly large body of adherents , who formed with them 
a new rel i g i o u s  f e l l owship in  J e r u s a l em- - th e  f e l l owship o f  
d i s c i p l e s  o f  J e s u s , k n i t  t o g e t h e r  i n  unity by the new l y  
imparted Spirit . They followed what they &- l l e d  the Way --th e  
way o f  faith and l i fe initiated by Jesus . 

The s e  w e r e  ordi n a ry p e ople  responding to the gospe l -- ' God ' s  Only 
Son Paying Everything Lovingly ' -- and belonging to an extraordinary 
communi ty . It was a Jesus-centered community ; the qu a l ity of  l i f e 
o f  th e s e  d i s c iple s  in their love , joy , peace , pati ence , kindne s s , 
goodnes s ,  gentlenes s ,  faithfulness  and sel f-control was in radical 
contrast to their  pagan world . Individua l ly and corpo r a t e l y they  
l i ved  t��i r  imm e d i a t e  and bas i c  con f e s s ion : ' Je s us i s  Lord and 
Chri s t . '  No wonder the early church wi th i t s  s impl e  con f e s s i on 
turned  the wor ld up s i de  down . I t ' s  unlikely anyone ever asked a 
person of that early Jesus-centered commun i ty , " How many memb e r s  
i n  your  church ? " E a s i l y  ima g i n ed i s  the spontaneous and loving 
�nswer as one of �he �3rly  dis ciples  refers  to the thr e e  mi stak e s  
1n that one que st1on : 

F i r s t ,  T H I S  I SN ' T  A CHU RCH - - I T ' S  A MI S S I ON . The ri s en 
J e s u s  t o l d  u s  th at " Al l  author i ty h a s  b e e n  g iven  to Me  i n  
heaven and on earth . Go therefore and mak e  di sciple of al l the 
n a t i o n s , baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Ho ly Spi r i t , t e a ch i ng the m  to o b s e r v e  a l l  th a t  I 
commanded  y�g ; and lo , I am with you always , even to the end 
of the age . "  
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Second , I T 1 S  NOT MINE - - IT B ELONGS TO CHRI S T . The r i s e n  
J e s u s  told  u s  that  11 I wi l l  b'4�ld My church ; and the gate s  of 
Hades shal l  not overpower it . .. 

Third , WE DON 1 T  HAVE MEMBE RS --WE 1 RE ALL MINI S T E RS . The 
r i s e n J e s u s  t oJBd u s  th a t  we w o u l d  do  H i s  work s and e v e n  
• greater works . • 

And praise  Him ,  it • s  true ! 

In  Acts 2 a tremendous ly rich re lati onship is  seen between God 
a n d  H i s  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  J e s u s - c e n t e r e d  c o mmu n i ty ; t h e i r  
disti nctive s  provide  a mod e l  o f  wha t  i t  mea n s  to be long  to the 
true way . 

KERYGMA 

T h e  bi r th o f  the chus&h began  with pray e r  and p r ai s e ; 4 9 it  
c ont i n u ed w i th k e rygma . I t  was  not  s u f f i c i e n t  for  th e H o l y  
Spi r i t  t o  fi l l  the d i s c iples  , but the Holy Spirit  prompted them 
to proclaim • th e  mi ghty d e eds  o f  God 51 in  the l an g u a g e s  of many 
nations and Peter to stand and preach . It  was not suf ficient for 
th e l ame beggar . to be h52 l ed and walking and prais ing God ; Peter 
again stood up to preach . Nothing stopped those  ear l y  d i s c i p l e s  
from preaching ; even w�� they were persecuted and s cattered ,  they 
w e n t  a b o u t  p r e a ch i n g  - -pr e a ch i n g  pu�4 i c l y  to the crowds and 
preaching pri vat e ly to the i nd i vidual . Eve rywh e r e  they went , 
th e y  p r e a c h e d . T h o s e e a r l y d e c a d e s  o f  the  church cannot b e  
under stood apart form i t s  preaching--twenty per  c ent o f  Acts a r e  
the sumwy forms of mes sages and speeches of  the early Chris tian 
l eaders . 

Luke , in fac t ,  lays such stres s  on th e p r e a ch i ng m i n i s try o f  
the New T e s tament Chu r ch that h e  u s es no l e s s  than thirteen 
d i fferent Greek words to describe the variety and r i chne s s  o f  
their verbal proc lamation : they preached , heralded , testi fied , 
p r o c l a i me d , taught , e xhort e d , argued , di sputed , confounded ,  
proved , reasoned , pers uaded and pleaded . E l s ewhe r e  in  the New 
T e s t am e n t  th e a p o s t l e s  a n n o u n c e ,  e xp l a i n e d , con fe s s ed , 
charged , adm�gi shed , rebuked--about thirty different terms are 
used in al l . 

T§7 themes summarized as the mos t  common in the early preaching 
are : 

1. The age o f  ful f i l l me nt has  dawned : the O l d  T e stamen t  
p r ophec i e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e a l i z e d ; the hope o f  I s r a e l  i s  now a 
pres ent fac t . 

2 .  This  fu l f i l l me n t  i s  s h own by th e l i f e , d e ath a n d  
resurrection o f  Jesus the Messiah .  

3 .  In virtue of  hi s resurrection he i s  exalted as Lord . 
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4 .  The H o l y  Spirit ' s  pre sence in the church is  a token of 
God ' s  favor towards his  people . 

5 .  Christ  wi l l  come agai n  as Judge and Savior . 
6 .  T h e r e  i s  a n  a pp e a l f o r  r ep e n t a n c e ,  a n  o f f e r  o f  

for g i v en e s s  and the gift of the Holy Spirit ,  and an assurance 
of s alvation . 

Thi s guide cannot serve as a stereotype summary of th e kery gma 
of the early Chri stian , but it does indicate the e s s ential content 
o f  th e p r o c l a ma t i o n f o c u s i ng on the mi ghty act s  of God . The 
spontaneous warmth , tremendous pas s ion ,  and urgent p e r s u a s iven e s s  
o f  tha t  p er s on- to-per son proclamation o f  the death , resurrection 
and exaltation of Jesus • . .  lead to an eva l u a t i on o f  H i s  P e r son a s  
both Lo r d  and Chr i s t  . . .  con fronted  p e rsons with the neces sity of 
repentag§e . • .  promis ed forgivene s s  of  s ins and the g i ft of the Holy 
Spiri59 In  tho s e  ear ly decades people  were  moved , "Hhat shall we 
do? :' ;  60ountless  individuals made deci sions for Jesus as  Lord and 
Chr� st . 

The center of the li fe of the ear ly church was its kerygma ; it 
was  s u p e r - ch ar g e d ! " Th e  cosmic Christ  can do for you w%'it He has 
done for me " ;  "be saved from thi s  perver s e  g e n e r a t i on . "  Li s t e n  
a s  P e t e r  or another o f  the early disciples t e l ls and applies the 
s tory of woman with the hemorrhage : 

Look at her state . Thi s  flow of blood was only a little 
thing , but a s erious one . It  cut her off from her family,  her 
synagogue , and thus from her God , through the ceremonial 
unc l eanness  it brought . I t  gradua lly weakened her whol e  
constitution as i t  went o n  year a fter year . And , worst of 
all , it was ,  humanly speaking , incurable . Is that not the 
situation you are in? Your sins may not seem large in your 
eye s , yet they s eparate you from your family , your fellows , 
your God . They increas ingly gr ip your li fe , as you succumb to 
them time a fter time ; and they are , humanly speaking 
incurable . I s  that not your plight? Then li sten to what I 
have to t e l l  you . Thi s  woman had heard about Jesus ; she came 
up behind Jesus  in the crowd , she touched Jesus in faith 
( though it  was a very imper fect faith ,  full of superstition : 
it is  the obj ect on whi ch fai th repose s , not the quality whi ch 
faith pos s e s s e s  that is  important ) ;  and at onc e  she was 
healed . Jesus  required her to take her stand publicly as one 
cured by him : she came in great fear and trembling , and told 
the whol e  truth . Then she went away--not only with her 
feeling to rely on , but with a solid word of Jesus , assuring 
her of  her new relationship with him , and of  the peace and 
healing into whi ch she had entered through faith . Well . • •  i f  
Jesus  can do it for her , he can do it for you . You have 
heard ; you have come up to him hidden in the crowd , perhaps ; 
wi l l  you not touch him for your s e l f ?  However defective your 
fai th may be , if it is faith in Jesu s ,  it will  not be 
dissappointed . You wil l  immediately be put in the right with 
God , and onc e  you have publ icly confes s ed him , you can enter 
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into the peace and power of the forgiven l i fe : you c an be sure 
of  i� , ng� because of your fee ling , but because  of th e Lor d ' s  
prom�se . 

Tho s e  e a r l y  disciples  stood up knowing what Jesus  Chr ist wou ld 
say i f  He was standing the r e  and t a l k i ng . They k n ew J e s u s  wou l d  
not stand  the r e  and t e l l  the p e op l e  what mi s erable  sinners they 
are . The early di sciples  became like Jesus as each one immediately 
began telling their  aud i ence , "What great people  you can become i f  
you will  only l et H i s  Holy  S p i r i t  o f  �� i th ,  hope and love f i l l  
e v e ry ounc e  and f i b e r  o f  your being 1 "  " Repent , and let each of 
you be baptized in the name of  Jesus Chri st for the forgivenesg4of 
your sins ; and you sha l l  receive the gift of the Holy Spirit . "  

T h e  k e r y gma o f  th e e a r l y ch u r ch w a s  s o  a l i v e  th a t  t h e  
Ch r i s t - c e n t e r e d  c ommun i ca t i o n  impr e s s ed , trans formed and 
i n s p i r e d  the i r  wor ld . They d i dn ' t  p r e a ch s e rmon s but w e r e  
s i mp l y  w i t n e s s e s  o f  the e xp e r i en c e  with the i r  Lor d ;  they  
weren ' t  controvers ial in their mess a g e s ,  but w e r e  p e r s e c u t e d  
b e c a u s e  o f  the i r  a l arming enthu s i a s m  f o r  J e su s ; they w e r e  
pos itive-- their wholesome stimulating communicat i on attra c t e d  
p e o p l e ;  t h e y  e n c o u r a g e d  th e p o s i t i v e e mo t i o n s  o f  t h e 
l i s teners - - " Repent l B e  s a v ed ! L i v e  r i ght now i n  l ove , j oy ,  
peace , patienc e , kindne s s , goodnes s , gentlene s s ,  faithfulnes s ,  
s e l f - c ontrol , hop e , humor , a s p i r a t i on ,  respect , con fidence ,  
ambition , cou r a ge ,  opt imi sm , cr�a t i v i ty , fai th , trus t ,  and 
e nthu s i a sm ! " ; they k ep t  the ir mes sages we ll  i l lustrated-- for 
them God ' s  mighty acts were  Hi s hone s t  down to e a r th emot i on 
g e n e r a t i n g  s t o r i e s ; t h e y  a i m e d  a t  s p e c i f i c  h u m a n  
problems--their  God. could heal and trans form human hurts ; they 
we r e n ' t  a f r a i d  to r ep e a t  thems e l v e s -- th ey w e r e  const a n t l y  
changing and so were  their  li steners ;  they never " pr eached " on 
s ometh ing they  d idn ' t  f e e l  s tr ong about--people marveled at 
their enthus iasm and sincerety ; the i r  me s s a g e s we r e  de s i g n e d  
t o  h e l p  p e o p l e  b e  h a p p y  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g f u n c t i o n i n g  
people--th e i r  s i mp l i c i ty s tr e ngth en e d  the i r  au d i e nc e ; they 
e x p e c t e d  p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s - - d e c i s i on s  w e r e  made and e v e n  
unwanted per s e cution brought pos itive results ; they always led 
people  to J e s u s  as Lord and Chr i s t- - th ey k n ew e v e ry per s on 
n e e d e d  a n  e n c o u n t e r  w i th t h e  i nspi r i n g , encour aging a nd 
hope-prod u c i ng Spi r it o f  the i r  S av i or ,6fod ' s  Son ; and the y  
bui lt people--they never destroyed them . 

I t  was  p e op l e  i nt rodu c i ng people to new l i fe in Jesus Chr i st , 
people  making p e op l e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  the i r  own l i ve s , and peop l e  
motivating peop l e  to s56ve God and their  neighbor s ,  both Christian 
a n d  n o n - C h r i s t i a n . A t  th e c e n t e r  o f  th a t  f i r s t  c e n t u r y  
people-movement was its kerygma--reaching into the heart of people  
with conviction and results ! 
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DID  ACHE 

The  ear l y  church was  unqu e s t i onab l y  a teach i n g  chu r ch . T h e  
writer o f  Acts had already written the Gospel o f  Luk e-- facts about 
the b i r th , mi ni s try , p r eaching , teaching , death and resurrection 
of Jesus ; that same author mentions in the Acts  l i t t l e  d etai l o f  
the di dac�,- - "Acts never quotes a saying o f  Jesus from His publi c  
ministry . "  Luk e ' s6 3entral thrust i s  the rise  and d ev e lopment o f  
th e e a r l y  c h u r c h  a n d i n  the a c count tgg sharp di s t i n c t i on 
b e tw e e n  k e r y g ma a n d  d i d a c h e  i s  a b s e n t . J u s t  a s  t h e  t w o  
a pp r o a ch e s  c o u l d  not b e  kept compl e t e l y  apart  i n  th e l i f e o f  
Jesu s , s o  it  was in the l i fe o f  the early chur ch ; a t  one time one 
appr o a ch wou l d  domi n at e , and at anothe70time the other approach 
would control the method of presentation . P�aching and teaching 
a r e  not two comp l e t e l y s ep a r a t e  a c t i vi t i e s  bu t th e y  c a n  b e  
s eparated . 

What are called the ' sermons of  Acts ' must be thought of as 
the barest outl ines of  the p reaching mes sage . The actual 
presentation of the s e  points required expansion to clarify , 
expl ain , i l lustrate , and enforce them . The speaker had to 
answer the demand for information ; he had to answer the 
obj e ctions whi ch arose in the minds of his hearer s . In other 
vv-ords , preaching , in the actual expanded form in which it 
occurred , inc luded a great deal of  what we think of as 
teaching . For the unbe liever thi s  teaching was necessary to 
c lear away hazine s s , ignorance , questions , and ob j ections . 
For the bel i ever it  was nec e s s ary to give a clearer 
understanding of the bas i c  gospel mes sage which he had already 
accepte92 but did not fu l l y  understand or know how to 
spread . 

The di f ference between teaching and preaching i s  not so much 
in the content of the materials  as in the style of delivery . 
The art of teaching is intended for a thinking audience . I t  
i s  the mode  of communi cation we choos e  when w e  have a 
wel l-polar i z ed group of people who are wil l ing to think with 
us  in logical s equenc e s . With such a group we can e xplain the 
doctrines of the church and educate the people  about the 
Chri stian l i fe . Teaching can be inspirational and very 
e xc iting , but it wi l l  always have the characteristic of 
rationality . Teaching is  a rational approach to the 
communi cation of ideas , with an ob j ective to educate the 
hearers and produce al terations in their opinions and 
behavior . Preaching , on the other hand , is an intuitive 
method . Like an artis t ' s  painting , it communi cates beyond the 
level of words by expres s ing emotion , opinion s , and i ntuitive 
knowledge . Preaching is  not nec e s s arily irrational or 
i llogical , but it doe s not depend on ordered s equences of 
thought for its method of express ion . Preaching reaches into 
the heart of man and convinces him that what the speaker has 
to say i s  right . . .  whether or not he understands it ! Preaching 
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a l one  i s  i ncomp l e t e . T e a ch i ng a l on e  l a ck s the motivational 
i mpact to mov e  l a r g e  numb e r s  o f  p e op l e  a t  o n e t i me , a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t . T h e  two f o r m s  o f  Chr i s t i a n  
cornrnun�3ation complement one another and are e s s e nt i a l  to the 
other . 

Kery gma and didache w e r e  the commun i c at i on forms o f  the ear l y  
church . 

T h e  d i d a c h e  o f  �e e a r l y ch u r ch w a s p a t t e r ne d  after  the 
methodology of Jesus : 

1 . INFORMAT I ON -- an e xpo s i t ion o f  the wor d s  and acts  o f  
Jesus ; salvation-h istory . 

2 .  F O RMAT I ON -- a n  i n s t ru c t i on on how to fol l ow Chr i s t  
tot a l ly , e th i c a l l y ,  mor a l l y ,  p e r s ua s i ve l y ; wor l d - cha n g i n g 
di scipleship . 

3 .  R E V E L A T I O N - - a n  e d u c a t i o n  u r g e n t l y  c a l l i n g  f o r  a 
' right-now ' deci s ion to repent and b e l i ev e  in  the Lord J e s u s  
C hr i s t  and s o  receive forgivenes s  o f  sins and the gi ft of the 
Holy Spirit ; li fe-trans formation . 

HATHA'rAEUS 

Di s cipleship i s  communication of life ; 7 5 th e ear l y  chu rch wa s 
b u i l t  and c ont i n u ed g rowi ng through matha ta e u s - - th e  mak ing o f  
d i s c ip l e s . The pattern o f  Acts 2 became an explosive catalyst for 
continued mathataeus : 

DIAGRAM 2 . 2 :  MATHATAEUS IN THE EARLY CHURCH 

I? ROCE S S  l :  
A c t s 1 :  1-2 : 4 

P ROC E S S  2 :  
Ac t s  2 : 5- 3 6  

I? ROCESS 3 :  
Ac t s  2 : 37-4 6 

I?ROCES S 4 :  
A c t s  2 : 4 7 

3 ,  ll\Hl SOULS 
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P i c tu r e  thr e e  th o u s a n d  o n e  h u n d r e d  t w e n t y  d u p l i c a t e s o f  
P e t e r  . . . tota l ly attach i ng thems e lv e s  toge th e r  i n  a d i s c ip l i n g  
r e l a t i onship  • . .  l i ving  in  the dynamic o f  the Holy  Sp i r i t  . . .  and 
continuing to duplicate the i r  l ives in Chr ist . 

F o r tuna t e l y  Luke r e cords  thos e  e xplosive acts of  Jesus by the 
early  di sciples  through the power  o f  the Holy Spi r i t . The e a r l y  
d i s c i p l e s  w e r e  n o  long e r  bound t o  the p r :7i_e nce  o f  the earth-?¥ 
J e s u s . I n s t ead , the i r  dwe l l ing in the Hord b and in the Spirit 
meant that they , as the disciple� 8'f the kyr io s , J e s u s , r ema i n e d  
in  fu l l  r e l a t i onship  with Him . A l r eady Luke h a d  provided t99 
d e c i s i v e  found a t i on for mathatae u s -- f a i th in J e su s  Hims e l f . 
" Everyone who acknowledges He before men ,  the Son of man also will  
acknow ledge him  b e fore  the ang e l s  of  God ; but h e  wg& deni e s  He 
be for e me n will be denied be fore the ang e l s  of God . "  Hith the s e  
words of  Jesus , Luke already had expre s s ed the who l e  promi se and 
also the great danger o�1 di scipleship--the di s ciple ' s  faithfulne s s  
to his  Lord i s  crucial . 

KOININIA 

Luk e ' s  p i c ture  of the early chur ch gives absolute signi ficance 
to k o i n i n i a . Yahweh t h r o u gh t h e  S p i r i t  o f  J e s u s  h a d  n o w 
u n i l a t e r a l l y founde d  and guarant e e d  a commun i ty o f  be l i e v e r s  
j oined togeth e r  in k o i n i n i a--an  u l t imate f e l l ow ship e xpre s s i n g  
enthus iastic love for God and one another .  

The koininia of the early church describes these re lationships : 

DIAGRAM 2 . 3 :  KOININIA IN THE EARLY CHURCH 

AND ON E OR TWO OTH E R  B EL I E V E R S  

A ND A S MALL G ROU P O F  BEL I EVERS 
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I t  was  new and independent ; it was unanimity and unity brought 
about by the Spirit ; it was the individual being completely upheld 
by the co�nunity ; it was not organ i z e d  and i s  not to be s e e n  in 
e conomi c c a t e g or i e s --pr ivate earning continued and sacri fice and 
g ifts to the needy were  voluntary ; it wa s the cont i nu a n c e  of the 
common l i fe that J e s u s  l ed with His  disciples-- there was no hint 
of conwuna l production , communal consumption , communa l  equality or 
communa l p os s e s s ions  and p r i v a t e  own e r ship c o n t i n u e d ;  i t  w a s  
extraordinary acts o f  lg�e shared together i n  an intense and acute 
expectation of the end . 

DIAGRAM 2 . 4 :  A JESUS-CENTERED COMMUNITY 

KERYGMA 

KOININIA MATHATAEUS 

DIDAC HE 

G o d  h a d  o n l y  o n e  S o n ; H e  ma d e  H i m  p e r f e c t  i n  l i f e a n d  
communi cation of  l i f e  through k e ry gma , d i d a ch e , ma thataeus  and 
k o i n i n i a ; and i n  H i s  abs en c e  the c omm u n i ty o f  b e l i e v e r s , the 
chu r ch tog e th e r  b e c ame Je s u s  Ch r i s t  i n  l i f e  and comm uni c a t i on 
through the Hol y  Spirit . 
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CHAPTER THREE 

TRA I NED 

D i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i ng wa s a t  the c o r e  o f  the  e a r l y  chur ch ; the 
r e s u l t i ng imp a c t  on the i r  w o r ld was n o th i ng l e s s  tha n s t a g g e r i ng ,  
e x p l o s i v e ,  u n b e l i e v a b l e . They we r e  f am i l i a r  w i th on l y  one me thod 
of  d i sc i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i ng ;  t h e i r  tr a i n i ng mode l ed the d i s c i p l e s h i p  
o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  T he i r  p l a n  w a s  a s t o n i s h i n g l y s i m p l i s t i c - - n o  
p o l i t i ca l  ma n i f e s toe s , no  s e e k i ng o f  p u b l i c  p o s i t i o n s  t o  i n f l u e n c e  
s oc i e ty , n o  e d u ca t i on a l  p r e r e qu i s i te s , no  p ow e r  s t r ug g l e s  th r o u g h  
t e r r o r i sm a nd v i o l e n c e , n o  r eq u i r eme n t s  f o r  p r e v i o u s  exper i ence , 
n o  p r i n t i ng p r e s s e s o r  p u b l i c i t y b l i t z ' s ; f o r  t h e  e af l Y  c h u r c h  
d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i ng w a s  s im p l y  ' l i fe  a f f e c t i ng l i fe ' . 

W i t h  J e s u s  t h e  wou l d - be d i s c i p l e  dec i d e d  whe t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  pay 
the c o s t ly p r i ce - - 11 the  s u r r e nd e r  of one ' s  w h o l e  l i fe t o  the M a s te r  
i n  a b s o l u t e 2 s u bm i s s i o n t o  H i s  s o v e r e i g n t y .  T h e r e  c o u l d b e  n o  
c om p r o m i s e '' ; t h e r e  w a s  o n l y  o n e  way -- the way o f  the c r o s s . 1 1 The  
c r o s s  w a s  bu t the c r own i ng c l ima x of  J e s u s ' c o mm i t m e n t  t o  d o  t h e  
w i l l o f  G o d . I t  f o r e v e r  s h o w e d  t h a t  o b e d i e n c e 3

c o u l d n o t  b e  
c om pr om i s e d - - i t  w a s  a l wa y s  a comm i tm e n t  u n t o  d e a t h . 11 T h e  c a l l  o f  
d i s c i p l e s h i p  f r om t h e  e a r l y  c h u r c h  w a s  the s ame c a l l , c�mm i tmen t 
u n t o  d e a t h - - 11 to me t o  l i ve i s  C h r i s t  and to d i e  i s  g a i n . 11 

T h e  c a l l  n ow c am e  f o r  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  J e s u s  t h r o u g h  the e a r l y  
chu r c h , 5c ome h e r e  a f te r  M e , a nd I w i l l  make y o u  t o  become f i s he r s  
o f  men . 11 

l .  T H E  C A L L  I S  FOR S ERV I C E --J e s u s  H i m se l f  c omm i s s i on s  the 
d i sc i p l e  t o  g a t h e r  m e n  a n d c r e a t e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i ty o f  s u c h  
s e r v i ce . "COME W I TH M E . "  

2 .  T H E  C A L L  C O M E S  F R O M  J E S U S - - T h a t ' s  t h e b e g i n n i n g o f  
d i s c i p l e sh i p .  " YO U  GO . "  

3 .  T H E  CALL I S  TO J E S U S - - J e s u s  a f f i r m s  H i s r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i th the d i sc i p l e . " ME N - F I S H I NG . "  

4. T H E  C A L L  M E A N S  T O T AL C O MM I T M E N T - - O l d  t i e s  mus t b e  
c om p l e t e l y  b r o k en . " LEAVE EVERYTH I NG . "  
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5 .  THE CALL I S  U RGENT -- Fi shing for men i s  the e v i d e n c e  o f  
a n d  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  t i m e  f u l f i l l e d  i n  v i e w o f  t h e  
forthcoming j udgment o f  God . " NOH . " 

6 .  THE CALL PROMI SES E FFECTIVENESS --All d i sciples  reap the 
har v e s t  for G o d Wh o i s  t h e  u l t i ma t e  M e n - Fi s h e r . " B RI N G  
MEN - FI SH HOME . "  

The ear l y  ch u r ch took d i s c ip l e s h i p  t rai ning seriou s ly ;  Jesus 
did l 

He a c t u a l l y s p e n t  mor e  time wi th H i s  d i s c i p l e s  t h a n  w i t h 
e ve rybody e l s e  i n  th e wor l d  p u t  t o g e ther . He ate with them , 
s l ep t  with them , and talked with them for the mo st part of H i s  
entire active mini stry . They wa lked tog e ther a l o n g  t h e  l on e l y  
r o a d s ; t h e y  v i s i t ed tog e th e r  i n  th e crowded c i t i e s ; th e y  
s a i l ed together i n  the de s erts and in the mounta i n s ; and th ey 
wor s h ipp e d  t o g e th e r  in the Synagogue s and in the Temple . . .  In  
th i s  manner , J e su s ' time was pay i ng double divid e nd s . Wi thout 
n e g l e c t i n g H i s  r e g u l a r  m i n i s t r y  to th o s e  i n  n e e d , H e  
maintained a cons tant mini s try to H i s  d i sciples  by having thern 
with Him . They were thus getting the bene f i t  o f  e v e rything H e  
said and

6
d id t o  others plus their own personal e xp lanation and 

c ounse l .  

T h e  g r e a t  Fo u n d e r  o f  th e f a i t h d e s i r e d  not o n l y  to have 
d i s c ip l e s ,  but to have about Him men whom H e  mi ght train t o  
mak e  d i s c i p l e s  o f  other s :  to cast the net o f  divine truth into 
th e s ea of the wor ld , and to land on the shores of the divine 
k ingdom a gr eat multitude o f  be l i ev i n g  s ou l s . B oth from H i s  
words and from H i s  actions we can s ee that He attached supreme 
i mp o r t a n c e  t o  t h a 7 p a r t  o f  H i s  w o r k  wh i c h  c on s i s t e d  i n  
trai ning the twe lve . 

Jesus  shared with , cared for , taught , corrected , tru s t e d , forgave 
and l oved H i s  s ma l l  band o f  d i s c i p l e s ; they o f t e n  f a i l e d  H im , 
disobeyed Him , mi s unde r stood Him , hurt Hi§ , di s s appointed Him , yet 
never did He withdraw H i s  love from them . His sharpe st critici sms 
b e c a m e  t r e m e n d o u s  f a i t h - b u i l d i n g e xh o r t a t i o n s . Wh e n  H i s  
me n- f i shers wer� anxious about their l ive s ,  J e sus s a id , " O  · men o f  
l i t t l e  f a i th ? "  \vh e n  H i s  men- f i s h e r s  w e r e  fi�r f u l  abou t  the i r  
l i v e s , J e s u s  s a i d , ' 0  men o f  l i t t l e  f a i th ? " Hhen one o f  H i s  
men- f i s h e r s  w a s  f r i gh t e n ed about hi 5_t fi fe ,  J e s u s  said , " O  you of 
l i t t l e  f a i th ,  why d o  y o u  d o u b t ? "  W h e n  H i s  m e n - f i s h e r s  
mi s u n d e r ;_2o o d  H i s  conc ept of l i fe , J e s u s  sa i d , "You men of litt l e  
faith . . .  " Hhen H i s  men- f i shers fai led to renew l i fe ,  J e sus said , 
" Becau s e  of the littlene s s  o f  your faith , for truly I s ay to you , 
i f  y o u  h a v e  f a i th a s  a m u s t a r d  s e e d , y ou sha l l  s ay to th i s  
mountai n ,  ' Hove form her to r�ere ' I and it sha l l  move ; and nothing 
shal l  be impos s ible to you . " 

The e a r l y  chu r ch c o p i e d  J e s u s ' r e vo l u t i on a r y  d i s c i p l e s h i p  
t r a i n i n g ;  t h e i r  " c o n c e r n  w a s  not w i th p r og r aw s  t o  r e a ch t)_l� 
m u l t i t u d e s but w i th me n who the m u l t i t u d e s w o u l d  f o l l ow . " 
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The s e  men- f i sh e r s  " w e r e  th e p r o d u c t  o f  the Lord ., l
S

; through the 
d i s c ip l e ship training model o f  � Lord i n  H i s  men- f i sh e r s , the 
early church became His product : 

1 . They went where the fi sh were . 
2 .  They actively tried to catch f i sh . 
3 .  They liked to catch fi sh . 
4 .  They took the i r  work s eri ously . 
5 .  T h e y  k n e w th a t  d i f f e r e n t  f i s h r eq u i r e d  d i f f e r e nt 

f i shing technique s .  
6 .  T h e y  k n e w t h e  w o r k  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  o f t e n  

d i s couraging . 
7 .  They knew fi shing was not merely a sport . 
8 .  They k n ew tha t  to b e c ome a t op -knotch f i sherman took 

time and ef fort and practi c e ; even then succ e s s  wou ld vary . 

Fo l lowing the ir Lord ' s  model of d i s c ipl e sh i p  t r a i n i ng , the e a r ly 
c h u r c h  n e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d  me n - f i s h i n g  a sport or opt i on but their 
l i ve l ihood until  death . 

THEY HERE CONT INUALLY DEVOT ING THEl'1SELVES ( ACTS 2 : 42 )  

Jesus Hims e l f  was the me s sage and mo d e l  for th e e a r ly ch u r ch . 
Thos e  who opened themse lve s to the gop1fe l  gathered round Jesu s , s o  
t o  s p e a k , i n  c o n c e n t r i c  c i r c l e s . The e a r ly c h u r ch was the 
Spi rit-bapt i z ed communi ty of J e s u s  con f e s s ing ' Je s u s  i s  kyrios ' in 
an e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  wh i c h t h e r e  w e r e  ' m a n y  l o r d s ' ( k y r i o i ) . 
I m m e d i a t e l y t h e s e  e a r l y b e l i e v e r s - - e l e v e n  c o r e  d i s c i p l e s , 
approx imately one-hundred- ten other d i s c ipled be l i e v e r s  inc l u d i ng 
w o m e n ,  a n d th r e e - thou s a nd n ew conv e r t s  f r om a t  l e a s t  fi f t e e n  
s eparate nat ions-- cont inual ly devoted them s e l v e s  i n  the t e a ch i ng 
of th e apo s t le s ,  in the f e l lowship , in the bre ak i ng o f  bread , and 
in the prayer s .  As the early church focused on bu i ld i ng d i s c ip l e s  
of Jesu s , it fol l owed Chr i s t ' s  pattern o f  di s ci p l e ship training : 

1 .  I t  was Chr i s t ' s  idea to focu s on the i ndividual . 
2 .  I t  was Chr i s t ' s  idea to train through sma l l  groups . 
3 .  I t  w a s  Chr i s t ' s  i d e a  to mini ster through peopl e ,  both 

men and women . 
4 .  I t  was Chr i s t ' s  idea to d i s c ip l e  whi l e  rea ch i ng o u t  t o  

othe r s , the lost and wayward . 
5 .  I t  w a s  C h r i s t ' s  i d e a  t o  s e n d  o u t  d i s c i p l e s  i n  

partnerships o f  two . 
6 .  I t  was Chr i s t ' s  idea to expec t  result s . 

The d i s c ip l e ship training o f  the early church as d e s cribed in Act s 
2 : 42 undoubtedly fol l owed the mode l  of Jesus  Chr i st : 
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D I AGRAM 3 . 1 :  T H E  D I S C I PLES H I P  T RA I N I NG MOD EL OF J E S U S  

J E S U S  

D I AGRAM 3 . 2 :  T H E  D I SC I PL E S H I P  TRA I N I NG MO D E L  O F  T H E  E A R L Y  C H U RC H  
T H ROUGH ACTS 2 : 4 2 

T H E  S P I R I T  OF J E S U S  
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D I AG RAM 3 . 3 :  T H E  EARLY C H U RC H  I N  C O NC E N T R I C  C I RC L E S  

• T H R E E - T H OU S A N D  N EW CONV E R T S  � 
• O N E - H U N D R E D - T BN D I SC I P L ED B E L I E V E R S  

� \ • A N D R EW P H I L L I P  T H O M A S  T H A D D A E U S  S I MO N  J AM E S  B A R T H O LOMEW M A T T H EW 

\ \ 
P ET E R  J A M ES J O H N  

e I NC L U D I NG M EN A N D  WOM E N  

/ 
• FROM AT L E A S T  F I F T E E N  S E P A R A T E  N A T I O N S  

D I A G R A M  3 . 4 :  T H E  E A R L Y  C H U R C H  I N  C O N C E N T R I C  C I R C L E S  O F  
D I SC I P L E S H I P  TRA I N I NG 
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D i s c i p l e sh ip t r a i n i ng was c e n t r a l  i n  th e l i fe o f  the e a r l y 
chu r ch . Je s u s - c e n t e r e d  d i s c i p l e s  r e p r o d u c e d  thems e l v e s  in the 
mode l  o f  Jes us : 

the Spi r i t  of Je sus  affecting . . .  
the inner core o f  three who affected . • •  
four groups of two who affe cted . . • 
f i fty- s i x  groups o f  two who a f fected • . .  
fi fty - s i x  groups of fi fty - four who a f fe cted . . .  
J erusa lew . . .  
Judea . .  . 
Samaria . .  . 
the remotest parts o f  the earth . 

T h e  S p i r i t - b a p t i z e d c o mm u n i t y o f  Je s u s  w a s  g r ow i n g ; they 
r ec e ived the word , were baptized and added and the i r  e n t i r e  l i v e s  
w e r e  changed . " An d  they we r e  c o n t i n ua lly devoting themselves to 
the apos t l e s ' ty�ch ing and to fel lowship , to the br eak ing of bread 
and to prayer . "  They were ' continu ing steadfastly . '  

That i s  a tremendou s word . I t  d e no t e s a new a t t i t u d e  o f  
l i f e . Li f e  i s  g a th e r e d  u p , l i f e i s  i nt e n s i f i ed , l i fe i s  
devoted , l i f e  wi l l  now be l ived with pass ion and p owe r . ' T hey 
c o n t i n u e d  s t e a d f a s t l y . ' T h e y d i d  n o t t r e a t  the th i n g 
c a va l i e r ly . They d i d  not j o i n  th e Chu r ch a s  a ma n j o i n s  a 
c l u b , j u s t  t o  d r op i n  wh e n  h e  f e e l s  i n c l i ned . . .  Wh en tho s e  
peop l e  i n  �e ru s al em were �dde�9by the Holy Spi r i t  to that ho ly 
communion �t meant someth �ng . 

The who l e  d i r e c t i on o f  th e i r  l i f e chang e d ; they w e r e  g i v e n  
d i r e c t i on through d i s cipleship training . The emphas i s  was four fold 
and ins eparable : the teaching o f  the apos t l e s  and the prayers gave 
d i r e c t i on to the i r  vertical r e l ationships ; the fel lowship and the 
b r e a k i n g o f  b r e a d  p r o v i d e d  g u i d a n c e  i n  t h e i r  h o r i z o n t a l  
r e l ation ships ; and Je sus was at the center of their l i fe as ' Lord ' 
and ' Chri s t ' .  

1 .  TEACHIHG 2 0 

The apo s t l e s  communi cated the teaching of the Lord . Je s u s  
gave H i s  d i s ciples concrete things t o  d o  instead o f  t�±n g s  t o  
m e r e l y s t o r e  a w a y  i n  t h e i r  b r a i n s ; they obe y e d . The i r  
obedience to the i r  l'-1a ster Teacher and H i s  ��ords gave b i r th t o  
th e i r  r a d i c a l  and r e vo l u t i on a r y  l i f e s ty l e  and t e aching ; i t  
was : 

A .  I n formation a l : th e O l d  T e s t ame nt , the P e r s o n  o f  
Je sus and the Holy Spi r i t ,  the c ommunity o f  be l i ever s and 
the last days as s a lvati on-hi s tory ; 

B .  F o r m a t i o n a l : s u b m i s s i o n t o  t h e  Lo r d  a n d  
inter- submi s s ion to one anot�2r in the Lord as the way o f  
world-changing d i s c ip l e ship ; and 
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c .  R e v e l at i ona l : f r e e dom t o  b e c ome the salt of the 
e a r t h a n d  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h t h e  
li fe- trans forming power of the Spir i t  of Jesus . 

2 .  FELLOWSHIP  

T h e f e l l o w s h i p  o f  b e l i e v e r s  i s  G o d ' s  a l t e r n a t i v e  
c omm un i ty ;  for  the e a r l y  c h u r ch i t  m e a n t  " u n c o n d i t i o n a l 
ava i l abi l ity to and unlimited liabi l i ty for the other bro��ers  
a nd s i s t e r s -- emo t i ona l l y ,  financially and spir itually . "  It  
i nvolved a ful l  commitment of  th e i r  l i v e s and a l l  tha t th e y  
h a d  t o  o n e  a n o th e r - - i t  was i n  l o s i n g  th e i r  l i v e s  f o r  one 
a n o th e r  tha t t o g e th e r  t h e y  b e c a me t h e  S p i r i t - e n e r g i z e d  
c ommunity of J e sus in the ir locale . True d i s c ip l e ship happened 
b e c a u s e  th e r e  w a s  t r u e  fe l l owsh i p - - p e op l e  w e r e  r eached and 
incorporated as a dynami c f u n c t ion ing i nd i sp e n s ab l e  part o f  
th e e a r l y  ch urch . The dynamic o f  their fel lowship proved that 
the f l avor , s tr e n g th and p ower o f  the g o s p e l c o u l d  n o t  b e  
doubte d ;  2�t was enthu s ia s t i ca l ly demons trated in a continuous 
cycle of : 

A .  PRESENCE 
B .  PROCLAHATION 
c .  PERSUAS I ON 
D .  P RE SERVATION 
E .  PREPARATI ON 
F .  PROPAGATION 

F o r  th e e a r l y  ch u r ch f e l l owsh i p  wa s mor e t h a n  c a s u a l  
a cquaintance o f  a working r e l ationship through an institution , 
a n  org a n i z at i o n , or be c a u s e  we happ e n  to be l ong to the same 
group . F e l lowship for the early bel i ev e r  w a s  p l a c ing hims e l f  
o r  h er s e l f  s o  comp l e t e l y  w i th i n  a re l a t i o n s h ip o f  a sma l l  
group o f  bel i evers tha t the i r l i ve s  b e c ame a u th e n t i c --th e i r  
a u t h e n t i c  l i f e  o f  t o g e t h e r n e s s  p r o d u c e d  i n d i v i d u a l  
authent i city be fore God and man . 

3 .  BREAKING OF BREAD 

Jesus ate with s i nner s ; so did the be l i ever s o f  the e a r l y  
c h u r c h . I t  w a s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  J e s u s  t o  e a t  w i th t h e 
tax-co l lector � 5and sinn e r s  and thu s  de�on s t r a t e  th e lov� o f  
God to them ; the t ab l e  o f  f e l l owsh�� bec ame a s i gn o f  the 
e xtens ion of God ' s  forgivene s s  to them . 

The breaking o f  br ead to those early be l i evers symbolized : 

A .  Thei r  relationship with God through Chr i s t  who was 
broken for them in death ; 

B .  T h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th o n e  a n o th e r  a s  t h e  
corrnnuni ty o f  Chr i s t ; and 

c .  T h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th t h e i r  n o n - b e l i e v i n g  
nei ghbors as  they shared the f o r g i ve n e s s  that was g i v e n  
for every person through Chri st . 
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The actual practice took d i f fe rent f orms : 

A .  The regular obse rvance of the Lord ' s  s u pp e r - - th i s  
c e l e b r a t i on by the e a r l y  chur ch was mot i v a t e d  by th e 
e ar thly J e s u s  and the ri s en Chr i s t  sharing the b r e a d  a n d  
the cup with His  d i scipl e s ; 

B .  T h e  or d i n ary taking of mea l s  together--this was a 
c e l eb r a t i on o f  t r u e  f e l l ow s h i p  a s  t h e  c o mm u n i t y o f  
Chr i s t ; and 

c .  T h e  t ab l e  of f e l l ow s h i p  w i th tho s e  ou t s i d e  th e 
c o m m u n i t y o f  b e l i e v e r s - - o n t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s  th e 
c e l ebration o f  table- fe l lowship symbo l i z e d  J e s u s  a s  th e 
M e s s i a n i c  Lord Hho i s  the true breaq7 o f  l i fe and that He 
will  give it to a l l  who come to Him . 

I n  each form of tabl e- f e l lowship the c r u c i f i e d  and r i s e n  
Kyrios  offers  Hims e l f  i n  the mea l , " I  am the bre ad o f  l i fe , he 
who c om e s  to Me sha �t n o t  h u n g e r , a nd he who beli eves in He 
sha l l  neve r th i r s t . "  " H e  who e a t s Hy f l e s h and dr ink s My 
b l oo d  h a s  e t e r na l  l i fe ;  a nd I w i l l  r ai s e  him up on the l ast 
day . For My f l e sh i s  true food , and My blood i s  true dr ink . He 
who e��s My fl e sh and drink s  My bloo d  a b i d e s  in t-le ,  and I i n  
him . " 

4 .  P RAYE.I:<.S 

J e s u s  p r a y e d ; 3 0 
H i s  d i s c i p l e s  p r a y e d ; 3 1  a l l  o � 3th e 

one-hundred- twenty prayed ; 3 2 and the ear ly chur ch prayed . It 
was " no acc ident that J e s u s  o f}4 n l e t  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  see H im 
c o n v e r s i n y  w i th the Fa the r . "  " M o r e  than twe nty times the 
Gosp e l s  c a l l  attention to J e s u s ' pract ice of prayer . . . 

. . . I t  i s  given spe c i a l  ment ion dur i ng events o f  mome n t ou s 
dec i s ion i n  H i s  l i f e : 

Hi s bapt i sm ( L uke 3 : 2 1 ) ;  
The s e l e ct ion o f  the twe lve apo s t l e s  ( Luke 6 : 12 ) ;  
On the Mount o f  Tran s f iguration ( Luke 9 : 2 9 ) ; 
The Last S upper ( Matthew 2 6 : 27 ) ;  
In Geths emane ( Luke 2 2 : 3 9-46 ) ; and 
On the cros s  ( Luke 2 3 : 46 )  . 

. T h e  Reve l a t o r s  a l s o w e r e  imp r e s s e d  t o  r e c o r d  the i r  
Lord ' s  int e r c e s s ion i n  connection vii th the i r  own mi ni stry : 

The confe s s ion of His M e s s i ahship ( Luke 9 : 1 8 ) ; 
On hearing their repor t s  of e v a ng e l i s m ( L u k e  1 0 : 2 1 ,  

2 2 ) ;  
Teaching them to pray ( Luke 1 1 : 1 ) ;  
T h e  g r e a t  h i gh pr i e stly prayer be fore He goes to die  

( J ohn 1 7 : 6- 1 9 ) ;  
The loving concern for Peter ( Luke 2 2 : 3 2 ) ;  and 
At the home of the two d i s ciples in Emmau s a f t e r  th e 

r e s urrection ( Luke 24 : 30 ) . 
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. • • P r a y e r  i s  p r om i n e n t  a l s o i n  th e e x e r c i s e  o f  H i s  
power-working mi rac l e s : 

Hea l i ng the mult itudes ( Mark 1 : 35 ) ;  
Feeding the five thous and ( Mark 6 : 4 1 ; M a t th ew 1 4 : 1 9 ;  

Luke 9 : 1 6 ; John 6 : 11 ) ;  
Fe e d i n g l a t e r  the four th ou s a nd ( Ma r k  8 : 6 ;  Matthew 

1 5 : 36 ) ;  
Heal ing the dea f-mute ( Mark 7 : 34 ) ;  and 
Rai s ing Lazarus from the dead ( John 1 1 : 41 )  . 

. . .  Moreove r , prayer i s  on the lips o f  J e s u s  as  He look s at 
the multitudes whom He c ame to s ave : 

B e fore con f l ict with r e l i giou s  leaders ( Luke 5 : 16 ) ;  
In the d i s cu s s ion with the Greek s  who came to s ee Him 

( J ohn 1 2 : 2 7 ) ;  
After s ending away the five thous and who had been fed 

( Mark 6 : 46 ;  Matthew 14 : 23 ) ;  
B l e s s ing l i tt l e  chi ldren ( Mark 1 0 : 16 ) ;  and fina l l y  
Fo r 

3
t_h o s e w h o n a i l e d H i m t o t h e c r o s s ( L u k e 

2 3 : 34 ) o II  ; !J 

J e s u s  j u s t  k ep t  p r ay i n g and the disciples  kept obs erving 
until  they

3 
�ot so hung r y  to b e  l ik e  H im ,  11  Lord , t e a ch us to 

p r ay . . . •  '37 Then J e s u s , b e g i n n i n g w i th a �gde l prayer for a 
d i s c iple , taught H i s  d i s c iples by example : 

Personal prayer ; 
Pub l i c  prayer ; and 
Group pray e r . 

The ear l y  chur ch fo l l ow e d  J e s u s  e x a mp l e  o f  how to p r ay , 
but now i t  w a s  i n  a t o t a lly new way --thr ough the name of the 
Lo r d  J e s u s  Chr i s t  i n  th e p r e s e n c e  o f  th e H o l y  S p i r i t  a s  a 
c h i l d  o f  �d w h o  t h e y  n o w k n e w i n t i m a t e l y a s  A bb a , 
' Daddy-God ' .  

A .  Per s onal prayer 

J e s u s  p r a y e d  to H i s  Fath e r  in s o l i t u d e . � s p e n t  
h o u r s  a n d  w h o l e  n i g h t s  i n  s o l i t a ry p r a y er . B e y on d  
g iving H i s  d i s c ip l e s  a p r ay e r  f o rm u l a t e d  i n  th e i r  own 
l an g u a g e , J e s u s  t a u gh t  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  to p r ay in thei r  
mother- tongue ; in4�oing so Je sus  p u t  prayer in the center 
of everyday l i fe . The early be l i evers spe nt t ime a l one 
w i th th e i r  t r emendous Father God in private and per s onal 
conve r s at i on . 
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B .  Pub l i c  prayer 

The r e  w a s  p r obab l y  not a day i n  the l i f e of Je s u s  
wh e n  H e  d i d  n o t  o b s e r v e  the thr e e  s ep a r a te hour s o f  
r egular and tr��itional rel igiou s p r ay e r - - mor n i ng , noon 
and a fte rnoon . Jesus no doubt a l so took part in sabbath 
wo r s h ip and prayed w i th the cong r e��tion ; grace at the 
t a b l e  wa s n a t u r a l  for H i m  a s  we l l . I t  wa s n o t  wh e n  
J e s u s  prayed but how He prayed that shattered the cus tom 
of prayer ; it was " wi th4�n int imacy unheard of in Judiasm 
or any other religi on . "  It wa s th e same for the ear l y  
be l i e v e r s ; p r a y e r  whe ther in the templ e  o r  synagogue or 
open air was in j oyful confiden�5 communi c ation with the i r  
Father . . •  ' Yahweh is  salvation ' .  

c .  Group prayer 

" W e do n o t  h a v e  a s i n g l e  e x a mp l e  o f  G o d  b e i n g 
addr e s s ed a s  Abba in Judi asm , but 4J�sus always addressed 
God i n  th i s  way i n  Hi s praye r s . "  T h e  p r ay e r s  of the 
e a r l y  be l i e ver s as they talked to Abba was an expres s ion 
o f  t h e i r  h e a r t - r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h t h e i� F a t h e r  
God--confident , s ecure , reverent and obedient . 

T h e  e a r l y  c h u r c h p r a y e d , a s k e d , k n e e l e d , b e g g e d ,  
wor shipped and knocked in c����municating with God , th e F a the r , 
the Son and the Holy Spi r i t  --pr ivately in solitude , public ly 
in  wor s h ip , in groups , in  the open a ir , in  house s ; it was the 
n a t u r a l  t h i n g  t o . d o  a s  a b e l i e v e r  i n  t h e L o r d  J e s u s  
Chr ist-- a fter all , they were chi ldren o f  Daddy-God , Abba . 

JESUS CENTERED DI SCI PLES8I P  

I n c r e d i b l y  s i mp l e  a s  i t  i s , r e l a t i on s h i p s  a r e  th e core o f  
Jesus-centered d i s c ipl es ; there i s  no other method wh i ch can mak e 
a d i s c i p l e  w h o m o d e l s  t h e  l i f e o f  J e s u s . J e s u s - c e n t e r e d  
d i scipleship training i s  the intentional proce s s  o f  l�§e a f fectin g  
l i fe to produce the l i f e  of Chr i st in another per son ; i t  i s  th e 
c ommu n i c a t i on o f  l i fe that mak e s  the impa c t . The di s c ip l e sh i p  
pattern o f  the ear ly church fol lowed the mode l o f  Jesus : the make r  
o f  d i s c� l e m ak e r s ; t h e  d i s c i p l emak e r ; the d i s c ip l e ; and th e 
convert . 
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D IAGRAM 3 . 5 :  DI SC I PLESHI P 

T h e  m e t h o d o l o g y o f  J e s u s  t o  mak e d i s c i p l e s  b e c a m e  t h e 
me thod o l ogy of the early church-- sma l l  groups . The purpose of the 
sma l l  group wa s b o th s ub j e ct i ve and ob j e c t i ve . The sma l l  group 
e x i s t e d  f or l i f e ,  i n t e r na l l y for l i fe ' s  growing and bui lding up 
and external ly for li fe ' s  rebirth and rep r od u c t i on . The foc u s  o f  
th e s ma l l  gr oup i n  J e s u s - c e n t e r e d  d i s c ip l e sh i p  wa s a lways and 
c o n s i � t en t l y  i nwa r d  a n d  o u tward . It w a s  a l i f e - l ab r a t ory - - a  
l abr a t o ry for s h a r i ng l i f e a s  we l l  a s  a l ab r a tciry for s e r v i n g  
l i f e . Whe r e  th e W o r d  a n d  t h e  S p i r i t  w e r e  ' pr e s e n t  i n  h o n e s t y ,  
o p e n n e s s  a n d a u th e n t i c i ty ,  God ' s  p e op l e  w e r e  th r u s t  out i n t o  
beli ever-unbe l i ever togethe r n e s s ;  t h e  r e v e r s e  w a s  equ a l l y t r u e : 
b e l i e v e r - u n b e l i e v e r  tog e th e r n e s s  gave  p a r a l l e l e d imp e tu s  for 
b e l i ever togethernes s . 

The target o f  Je sus-cent e r e d d i s c ip l e sh i p  i s  p e op l e- - ins i d e , 
H i s  f a m i l y  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p , t h e  c h u r c h , the b e l i e v e r s , and 
ou t s i d e , H i s  fami l y  without r e l a t i 6n s h ip , the unchurched , the 
unbel ievers . For sma l l  group s to aim a t  l e s s  than the target o f  
J e s u s - c e n t e r e d d i s c i p l e sh i p  i s  t o  mi s s  the ma rk and mod e l  o f  
Jesus . I t  was in sma l l  groups through the Word and the Spirit that 
l i f e  a ffected l i f e and gave wor l d  att e n t i o n t o  a peop l e  c a l l e d  
Ch r i s t i an s , ' th e  Chr i s t  o n e s ' .  T h e s e  sma l l  prai s ing communities 
gave li fe and bir th to li f e s ty l e s  pleas i n g  to th e i r  Lord as  they 
p e n e t r a t e d  t h e i r  wor l d  w i th Chr i s t l ike l ove . T h e i r  vo luntary 
o n e n e s s  and tog e th e r n e s s  gave bi r t h  to t r e m e n d o u s vo l u n t a r y  
i n d i v i d u a l  wh o l e n e s s  a n d  h o l i n e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  c o rp o r a t e  
togetherne s s  and onene s s . I t  was thr ough sp i r i t ua l r ep r od uc t i on 
a n d  m u l t i p l i c a t i on o f  th em s e l v e s  i n  the l i v e s  o f  o th e r s  tha t  
touched the peopl e  and institutions o f  thos e  ear ly centuries . They 
were indeed ' the Chr i s t  one s ' .  
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P a u l  
h a ppened 

b r i e f l y d e s c r i b e s  
i n  the e a r l y ch u r ch . 

J e s u s - m o d e l e d d i s c i p l e s h i p  a s  i t  

D I AG RAM 3 . 6 :  D I SC I P L E S H I P :  2 T I MOTHY 2 : 2  

J e s u s - m o d e l e d d i s c i p l e s h i p  c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a n d d e f i n e d  a s  
f o l l ow s : 

D I AG RAM 3 . 7 :  D I SC I P L ES H I P :  E X PAN D ED D E S C R I P T I ON 
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MODEL : MOD EL I NG PAST MAKERS OF D I S C ! PLEHAKERS 

HOD EL : HODLELINC OTHER MAKERS OF D I SC I PLEHAK ERS 

HOD E L :  MODELING ONE MAKER OF D I S C I PLEHAKERS 

REPRODUCE : REPRODUC I NG ONE D I S C I PL E  

I MI TATE : I M I TAT I NG ONE D I SC I PLEHA K E R  

FOLLOW: FOLLOW I NG ONE D I S C I PLEHA K E R  

EQU I P :  EQU I P P I NG THE M I N I ST E R I NG BELI EVER 

ED I F Y :  ED I F Y I NG THE CROW I NG B E L I EVER 

ESTAB L I S H : ESTABL I S H I NG THE NEW CONVERT 

HARVEST : HARVEST I NG THE CROP , THE SOUL 

SOW : SOWING THE S EE D , THE WORD 

C U L T I V A T E :  CULT IVAT I NG THE SO I L ,  THE PERSON 
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J e s u s - c e n t e r ed d i s c i p l e s h i p  c a n  b e  i l l u s t r a ted f r om bo th the 
l i f e o f  J e s u s  a n d  the l i f e o f  P a u l . 

D I AG RAM 3 . 8 :  D I SC I P L E S H I P :  J E S U S  AND PA U L  

JESUS D I SC I PLESH I P  PAUL 

J E S U S  MA K E R  O F  D I S C I PLEMA K E RS PAUL 

1 2  D I S C I P L EMA K E R  T I MOTHY 

7 0  D I SC I P L E  FA I THFUL MEN 

1 2 0  CONVERT O T H E RS 

J e s u s ' t r a i n i ng o f  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  w a s  a c r a s h  c o u r s e ; i n  
l e s s  than t h r e e  y e a r s  h e  s e t  o u t  t o  w i n  the i r  h ea r t s , i n s t r u c t  

. th e i r  m i nd s , bend the i r  w i l l s , b i nd them tog e th e r  i n t o  h i s  new 
s o c i e t y ,  a n d e q u i p  t h e m  w i t h t h e  p o w e r a nd g i f t s o f  h i s  
S p i r i t .  H e  knew tha t  h i s  t im e  w i th them w a s  s ho r t  a n d  t h a t he 
m u s t  s e n d  t h em o u t  i n t o  a h o s t i l e w o r l d  wh i c h w o u ld oppo s e  
them , pe r se c u t e  them a n d  d e s t r o y  t h em . T h e r e  w a s  n o  t i m e  t o  
l o s e .  A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  c ome t o  b r i n g t h em " l i f e i n  a l l  i t s 
f u l l ne s s , "  and to f i l l  t h e i r  em p t y  h e a r t s w i t h h i s  l o v e  a n d  
j o y ,  h e  w a r n e d  t h e m o f  t i m e s o f  s u f f e r i n g : " T h e  h o u r  i s  
c om i ng • • •  when y o u  w i l l  b e  s c a t t e r e d • • •  I n  t h e  w o r l d  y o u  h a v e  
t r i bu l a t i on • • •  They w i l l  l ay the i r  h a n d s  upon  y o u  a nd pe r se c u t e  
y o u , d e l i v e r i n g y o u  u p  t o  t h e  s y n a g o g u e s  a n d  p r i s o n s  • • •  Y o u  
w i l l  b e  ha ted by a l l  f o r  m y  n am e ' s  s a ke • • •  M a ny w i l l  f a l l  away , 
a nd be t r ay o n e  a n o t h e r , a n d  h a t e  o n e  a n o t h e r  • • •  A nd be c a u 51 
w i c k ed n e s s  is  m u l t i p l i ed ,  mo s t  men ' s  l o ve w i l l  g r ow c o ld • . •  " 
S u c h  w o r d s  w e r e  n o t  a ma n i p u l a t i v e d ev i c e , a n  empty th r e a t . 
T h e  p e r s e c u t i o n o f  t h e  e a r l y c h u r ch w a s a p p a l l i n g i n  i t s 
s eve r i ty and c r u e l ty . O n l y  the l o ve o f  C h r i s t  c o n t r o l l i ng them 
e n a b l ed t h em t o  c o n q u e r  i n  h i s  n a me . In the i r  he a r t s , G od ' s 
g r a c e  w e l l e d u p  s o  t h a t t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  p r a i s e h i m  w i t h 
. 

' b l . . h ' d  f 1 1 ' . 1 
5 2  1 ne x pr e s s 1  e J OY 1 n  t e m 1  s t  o appa 1 ng t r 1 a  s .  
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T h e  e a r l y  c h u r c h m o d e l e d J e s u s  t r a i n i n g p a t t e r n  f o r  H i s  
d i s c i p l e s : 

I n i t i a l l y ,  y o u  s e e ! 
I n t e rmed i a t e l y , you c a n ! 
F i n a l l y ,  you d o ! 

J e s u s w a s  a l w a y s  a i m i n g t o w a r d  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  
w o u l d  d o  H i s  m i n i s t r y ,  b u t H e  p a t i e n t l y  a nd c a u t i ou s l y r e ve a l ed 
the n a t u r e  o f  the i r  m i s s i o n . F r om the r e c o r d  i t  appe a r s  tha t  J e s u s  
i n i t i a l  a t t i tude t owa r d  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  w a s  ' Y e s , y o u  s e e ! ' A n d  f o r  
a y e a r  o r  mo r e  they d i d  n o t  d o  much mo r e  than  beg i n  t o  wa tch J e s u s  
m i n i s t e r  i n  t r u th o f  ' l i f e a n d l i p '  t h r o u g h  t h e  H o l y S p i r i t .  
D u r i n g t h a t  t i me t o g e t h e r  t h e r e  w a s a n  e m p h a s i s  b y  J e s u s  o n  
k e e p i ng the v i s i on o f  the i r  u n k n own f u t u r e  m i n i s tr y  be f o r e  them b y  
H i s  a c t i v i t y .  H e  r em i n d s  t h e m  th a t  t h e y  a r e  c a l l ed to f o l l ow H im 
i n  bec om i ng men-�� s he r s  l i ke H im s e l f ,  b u t  the  d i s c i p l es seem to d o  
l i t t l e abo u t  i t .  E v e n  a f t e r  H e  c h o s e  a n d d e d i c a t e d  t h e  T w e l v e  
f o r  c o n c e n t r a t e d  d i s c i p l e s h i p  a n d  m i n i s t r y , t h e y  r e m a i ns� 
f o l l ow e r s o n l y  w i th n o  e v i d e n c e  o f  d o i ng m i n i s t r y  o n  t h e i r  o w n . 
I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  a l m o s t  s p o n t a n e o u s l y t h r o u g h  w a t ch i ng J e s u s  i n  
a c t i on a n d  o b s er v i ng J e s u s ' l i f e s ty l e , the d i s c i p l e s  i n d i v i d u a l l y 
d e c l a r e d  ' Y e s , I s ee ! ' 

T h e  n e x t  s t e p  i n  J e s u s ' d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i ng w a s  g i v i ng the  
d i s c i p l e s  o p p�5 t u n i ty to  p u t  i n t o p r a c t i c e wh a t  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  
s e e i ng H im d o . J e s u s  a l l owed a n d  e n c o u r a g ed them t o  j o i n H i m i n  
d o i ng H i s  m i n i s t r y  w i th ' Ye s , y o u  c a n ! ' The  t i me f o r  o n l y  wa tch i ng 
w a s  c o n c l u d e d , now i t  wa s t ime t o  g o  o u t  u nd e r  s u p e r v i s i on ; J e s u s  
b e g a n  s e n d i ng t h em o u t  t o  w o r k  t h e  a c t s  � f  J e s u s  i n  t h e  w o r l d . 
J e s u s  g a v e  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  gg f i n i te a n d  e x t en s i ve i n s t r u c t i on s  f o r  
the i r  m i s s i on a n d  m i n i s tr y . • E a ch d i s c i p l e  beg an t o  d o  t h e  w o r k  
o f  J e s u s  w i t h ' Y e s , I c a n ! ' J e s u s  i n s p e c ted wha t  H e  expected o f  
H i s  d i s c i p l e s , t h e i r  th r i l l s  a n d  the i r  i r r i ta t i o ns , t h e i r  a c t i o n s  
a n d  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n s , t h e i r  s u c c e s s e s  and the i r  f a i l ur e s . D u r i ng 
th i s  i n t e rmed i a te s u pe r v i s o r y p e r i od i n  t r a i n i n g t h e  d i s c i p l e s , 
J e s u s ' i nv o l veme n t  r o t a te d  be tween :  

A .  COMM I S S I ON :  p r e se n t  a s s i g nm e n t  i n  m i n i s t r y ; 
B .  I N S T R U C T I O N : t e a c h i n g t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  f o r  

s uc c e s s  i n  m i n i s t r y ; 
C .  ACT I ON : th e d i s c i p l e s  m i n i st e r i n g i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  

J e su s  a nd by thems e l ve s ; 
D .  E V A L U A T I O N :  f e e d b a c k  a n d i n p u t  c o n c e r n i n g t h e  

d i s c i p l e s ' m i n i s tr y ; 
E .  A P P L I C AT I O N : s h a r i n g s p i r i t u a l t r u t h  a i me d  a t  t h e i r  

l i ve s  a n d  the i r  m i n i s t r y ;  a n d  
F .  R E L A X A T I O N : s h a r i n g o f  l i v e s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  

p r epa r a t i on f o r  a s s i g nme n t  i n  m i n i s tr y .  
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F ina l ly ,  the time came for the di s c ip l e s  to become ministers o f  
Je sus without H i s  pers onal pres ence and s u pe r v i s i on bu t w i th th e 
p r e s e n c e  o f  H i s  S pi r i t . Je s u s  had p r epared them , ' Ye s , you do l '  
T h r o u gh th e P e r s on o f  the H o l y  S p i r i t the d i s c ip l e s  l i t e r a l l y  
f u l f i l l ed th e po s t - r e s u r r e c t i o n  a n d  p r e - a s c e n s i on comma n d s  o f  
Je sus . Je sus  l e ft the accomp l i shments o f  His  mi s s ion enti rely with 
His di s c ip le s . They had seen Him in action ; they had been invo lved 
in doing H i s  work under His per sona l s upervis ion ; now they were to 
make disciples  as Je s u s  had made di s cip les  of them . And they d i d ! 
E a ch o f  the e l ev e n  r e s p o n d e d  t o  Je s u s ' ul  tirnate conuni s s ion with 
' Ye s , I do ! '  The i r  ministry and di s cip l e s h i p  i mi t a t e d  th e i r  Lo r d  

Je sus Chr i s t  i n  word and works ; they were ' the Chr i st one s ' ;  thes e  
di � C�}? 1 57 d i d  the acts o f  their Lord Je sus  Chr i s t  through the Holy 
Sp1 .r 1 t . 

T h e  mod e  for Je sus ' d i s c ip l e ship tra ining was the sma l l  group , 
from one-to- o n e  to o n e - t o - twe l v e  a n d  o f t e n  o n e - t o - th r ee . Je s u s  
knew th e n e c e s s i ty o f  op e n  a n d  c l o s e  r e l a t i on s h ip s . The s ma l l  
g r o u p  w a s  i n d i sp e n s ab l e . H i s  mi n i s t ry wou l d  s t a gn a t e  w i thout 
g r owi ng a n d  f u n c t i o n i n g  l i f e - t o - l i f e r e l a t i o n s h i p s . M ak i n g 
d i s c i p l e s , d i s c i p l emak e r s  and mak e r s  o f  d i s c ip l emak e r s  o f  n e w  
conve r t s  w a s  th e mi n i s t ry of Je sus  and the e a r l y  church ; without 
the sma l l  g r oup Je s u s  s t r a t e g y  t o  r e a ch t h e  w o r l d  w o u l d  b e  
worth l e s s .  

Th o s e  e a r l y  be l i e v e r s  e n j oy e d  ' c omm union ' with each other as 
be l ieve r s , d i s ciplers and mi n i s t e r s  in Ch r i s t . I t  w a s  mor e  tha n  
the Lord ' s  supper ; they had ' fe l lowship ' --koinin�� · Otherwise , how 
cou ld they cont inue in authentic Chr i s t l ikene s s ?  

H o w  c o u l d  t h e y s u f f e r , h u r t  a n d  w e e p t o g e th e r ?  ( l  
Corinthians 1 2 : 26 )  

How coulu they laugh , r e j o i c e  and g e t  e x c i t e d  tog e th e r ?  
( Romans 1 2 : 1 5 )  

H o w  c o u l d  th ey c a r ry and sha r e  e a ch oth e r  bu r d e n s  and 
heartache s ?  ( Ga l ati ans 6 : 2 )  

How coul d  they restore and mend relationships ? ( G a l a t i an s  
6 : 1 )  

H o w  c o u l d  t h e y  p r a y  a n d  l i f t e a c h o th e r  t o  t h e i r  
Daddy-God? ( Romans 1 5 : 30 )  

How cou l d  they teach and admoni sh each other with word and 
w o r k s  a n d  t h r o u g h p s a l m s , h y m n s a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s o n g s ?  
( Colos s ians 3 : 1 6 )  

How c o u l d  th ey find r e f r e shing r e s t  in the colllpany of one 
another ?  ( Romans 1 5 : 32 )  

How cou l d  they encou r a g e  a n d  e xhor t e a ch oth e r ?  ( Roma n s  
l :  1 2 ) 

How cou l d  they forg ive , be tender-hearted and comfort each 
other ? ( Ephe s ians 4 : 32 )  

How c o u l d  th ey con f e s s  fau l t s , error s ,  sins , fai lure s  and 
shortcomings to one another?  ( James 5 : 16 )  

How cou l d  they be truthfu l , hone s t  and op e n  w i th God and 
each other?  ( Ephe s ians 4 : 2 5 )  
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H ow c o u l d  th e y  s t i m u l a t e  e a ch o t h e r  t ow a r d  love a n d  
love-acts ? ( Hebrews 1 0 : 24 )  

How cou l d  th ey g i v e  to one anoth e r  a n d  c a r e  about e a ch 
other? ( Phi l ippians 4 : 14 )  

Tho s e  e a r ly be l i ever s  s aw themselve s as Je sus . After all , they 
we r e  ' th e  C h r i s t  o n e s ' a n d  e a c h n e e d e d  t h e  o th e r  a n d  t h a t  
l i f e - e xp r e s s i on c o u l d  o n l y  happ e n  i n  sma l l  g r o up s . The e a r l y 
chur ch experienced the r e l a t i on s h ip o f  th e Lor d Je s u s  Chr i s t i n  
th e i n f o r ma l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e sma l l  g r o u p  a n d  i n  th e f o r ma l 
s t r u c t u r e  o f  c o r p o r a t e  w o r s h i p ; b o t h w e r e  e s s e n t i a l t o  
dis c ipl e ship training and maturity in Chri s t l ikene s s . 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

I NVOLVED 

T h o s e e a r l y b e l i e v e r s  n e v e r  q u i t .  T he y  w e r e  u n s t o p p a b l e  i n  
t h e i r  w i t n e s s  o f  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s C h r i s t ;  t o  b e  a l i v e m e a n t  
C h r i s t l i k e i nv o l veme n t  w i t h a l l  p e op l e . L u k e ' s  summ a r y  s ta teme n t s  
o f  the s p r ead o f  t h e  g o sp e l i p t h o s e  t h r ee c r u c i a l  d e c a d e s  g i v e  
ev i d e n c e  o f  t he i r  l i f e s ty l e s : 

1 .  Ac t s  1 : 1- 6 : 7  te l l s  o f  the chu r c h  a t  J e r u s a l em unde r  the 
l e a d e r s h i p o f  P e t e r  a nd t h e  r e s t  o f  the  Twe l ve ;  B a r na b a s  i s  
i nt r od uc e d  br i e f l y .  The  summa r y  i n  6 : 7  r e ad s : 

And the w o r d  o f  G od k e p t  o n  s p r ea d i ng ;  a nd t h e  n u mb e r  o f  
d i s c i p l es c on t i nued t o  i nc r e a s e  g r e a t l y  i n  Jer u s a l em ,  and  
a g r ea t  m a ny of  the p r i e s t s  w e r e  b e c om i n g  obed i ent to the 
f a i th .  

2 .  A c t s  6 : 8 - 9 : 3 1 t a k e s  up the s to r y  o f  the G r e e k - spea k i ng 
J ew i sh C h r i s t i a n s  a nd r e c o u n t s  t h e i r  m i n i s t r y  i n  J e r u s a l em ,  
S a m a r i a ,  t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  o f  P a l e s t i n e , a n d  D ama s c u s . 
A t t e n t i on r e t u r n s  to J e r u s a l em a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n ,  
w h i c h  t e l l s  o f  t h e  c h o i c e o f  t h e  S e v e n  a n d  t h e  w o r k  o f  
S tephen , P h i l i p ,  and  S a u l . T h e  summ a r y  v e r s e , 9 : 3 1 , r eads : 

S o  t h e  c h u r c h t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  J u d e a a n d G a l i l e e  a n d  
S am a r i a  e n j o y ed p e a c e , b e i ng bu i l t u p ; and , g o i ng on i n  
t h e  f e a r  o f  t h e  L o r d  a n d  i n  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  t h e  H o l y  
S p i r i t ,  i t  c o n t i nued to i nc r ea s e . 

3 .  A c t s  9 : 3 2 - 1 2 : 2 4 r e c o u n t s  t h e  s p r e ad o f  the chu r c h  t o  
P h o e n i c i a ,  C yp r u s , a n d  A n t i o c h  i n  S y r i a .  H e r e  a s  i n  t h e  
p r e c e d i n g s e c t i o n a t t e n t i o n r e t u r n s  t o  J e r u s a l em i n  t h e 
c l o s i ng p o r t i on . The l ea d i ng f i g u r e s  a r e  P e t e r , B a r n a b a s , a n d  
S a u l ; J ame s the  br o th e r  o f  J e s u s  i s  me r e l y  men t i o n e d , bu t i n  a 
w a y  t h a t s u g g e s t s h i s  g r o w i ng p r om i n e n ce . The b r i ef summa r y  
s e n te nc e  i n  1 2 : 2 4 r e a d s : 
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B u t  t h e  w o r d o f  t h e  L o r d  c o n t i n u ed t o  g r ow a n d t o  b e  
m ul t i p l i ed . 

4 .  A c t s  1 2 : 2 5 - 1 6 : 5  t e l l s  f i r s t  h o w  B a r na b a s  a n d  S a u l  g o  
f r om J e r u s a l em t o  A n t i o c h , w h e n c e  t h e y  a r e s e n t  o u t  o n  a 
m i s s i o n w h i c h r e a c h e s  C y p r u s  a n d  s o u t h e r n  a n d  c e nt r a l  A s i a  
M i nor . P e te r  a n d  J am es the br o ther  o f  J e s u s  a r e  p r om i n e n t  i n  
the c o n f e r e nc e  a t  J e r u s a l em wh i ch c o n s i d e r s  the b a s i s  on wh i ch 
G e n t i l e s  m a y  e n t e r  a nd l i ve i n  the c h u r c h . The  summ a r y  v e r se , 
1 6 : 5 ,  c om e s a f t e r  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  r e a c h e d  a t  t h e  J e r u s a l e m 
c o n f e r e n c e  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h e s  p r e v i o u s l y  
f ou n d e d ; i t  r e a d s  a s  f o l l ow s : 

S o  the chu r ch e s  we r e  be i n g s t r e ng th e n ed i n  the  fa i th , and 
w e r e  i nc r e a s i ng in  number d a i l y .  

5 .  A c t s  1 6 : 6- 1 9 : 2 0 shows  P a u l  a s  the o n e  p r om i n e n t  f i g ur e ; 
S i l a s , T im o thy , A cq u i l a a nd P r i s c i l l a ,  a n d  Apo l l o s  p l ay q u i t e 
m i n o r  r o l e s ; t h i s  i s  t h e  p e r i o d o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e nt P a u l i ne 
m i s s i on t o  M a c ed o n i a  a n d  A c h a i a  a nd t o  p a r t s  o f  A s i a  M i n o r , 
e s p e c i a l l y t o  E ph e s u s . A g a i n  t h e  s u mm a r y  v e r s e ,  1 9 : 2 0 ,  i s  
qu i te br i ef : 

S o  t h e  w o r d  o f  t h e  L o r d  w a s  g r o w i n g m i g h t i l y  a n d  
p r ev a i l i n g . 

6 .  T h e  s i x t h a n d  f i n a l  s e c t i o n , A c t s  1 9 : 2 1 - 2 8 : 3 1 ,  i s  by 
f a r  t h e  1 o n  g e s t  o f  t h e  s i x ; i t i n c 1 u d e s n i n e a. n d a h a 1 f 
c h a p t e r s . T o  t h i s  s t r i k i n g f a c t  w e  m u s t  r e t ur n . The s e c t i o n  
o p e n s  w i th P a u l ' s  dec i s i on t o  v i s i t  J e r u s a l em a n d  t h e n  g o  t o  
Rome ; i t  te l l s o f  h i s  f i n a l  v i s i t  t o  c h u r c h e s  a l r ea d y  f o u nd e d , 
o f  h i s  v o y a g e  t o  J e r u s a l em ,  a n d  t h e n , a f t e r  h i s  a r r e s t  i n  
J e r u s a l em a n d  l on g  i mpr i s onme n t  a t  C a e s a r e a , o f  h i s  v o y a g e  t o  
R ome . I t  c l o s e s  w i th P a u l  i n  p r i s o n  i n  R ome b u t  f r ee t o  p r each 
t o  a l l  who  c om e  to  h i m .  A c t s  2 8 : 3 0 - 3 1 ,  the summa r y  s e n t e n c e  
a n d  c o n c l u s i on o f  t he bo o k , r ea d s  a s  f o l l ows : 

And h e  s t ay ed two f u l l  yea r s  i n  h i s  own r en t e d  qu a r t e r s , 
a n d w a s  w e l c o m i n g a l l  w h o  c a m e  t o  h i m ,  p r e a c h i n g t h e  
k i ng d om o f  G od , a n d  t e a c h i n g c o n c e r n i n g t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  
C h r i s t . w i th a l l  o p e nn e s s , unh i n d e r ed . 

P i c t u r e tho s e  e a r l y  b e l i ev e r s -- r e a l  peo p l e  i n  whom 
C h r i s t l i k e n e s s  was r ep r o d uc ed . They we r e  men a nd women o f  v i s i on 
a n d  a c t i o n . The i r  d ed i c a t i o n t o  the L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t  and t o  o n e  
a n o ther  a s  be l i e v e r s  i n  C h r i s t  e x p l od e d  i n to a d y n am i c  
d e t e rm i n a t i o n t o  b e  l i k e  C hr i s t  i n  the i r  w o r l d ; they we r e  the  
l i v i ng r ep r od u c t i o n s  of  C h r i s t . As  J e s us h ad t a l ked , they t a l k ed ; 
a s  J e s u s  had wa l ked , they wa l k e d ; a n d  a s  J e s u s  had  b e e n  obed i en t ,  
they we r e  obed i en t . T h e  r i se n  J e s u s  had  p r om i s ed , " • . you s ha l l  
r ece i ve powe r whe n  the  H o l y  S p i r i t  h a s  come u p o n  you ; and you 
s h a l l  be ' MY WI T N E S S ES ' b o th i n  J e r u s a l em ,  a n d  in  a l l  Judea a nd 
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2 S amari a , and even to the remote st part o f  the earth . " Those early 
be l ievers l iterally ful fi l led these words o f  J e sus fol lowing their 
bapti sm in the Ho ly Spirit . They were l iving witne s s e s  o f  the Lord 
Jesus Chr i st : 

1 .  IN EXPRE S S I ON 

Spe e ch e s and s umma r i e s  o f  p r e a c h i n g  mak e  up twe n ty per 
c e n t  o f  t h e  L u c a n  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  e a r l y c h u r c h . T h e s e  
e xp r e s s i o n s  exempl i fy the heartbeat o f  thos e  ear ly me s s engers 
o f  J e s u s  as they s h a r e d  w i th bo l d n e s s  by o p p o r t u n i t y a n d  
i nv i t a t i on o r  whe n  a t t a c ked and pers ecuted . Luke ' s  record of 
" The Acts O f  The Apost l e s " r e f e r s  to only one member of th e 
Tw e l v e  ( P e t e r ) a m o n g  t h e  mo s t  a c t i v e  and i n f l u e n t i a l  a s  
leaders i n  the early h i story o f  the chur ch ( P e t e r , B a r naba s , 
S t ephe n , Ph i l ip ,  P a u l  and J ame s th e brother o f  Jesus ) . The 
recorded expr e s s ions o f  thos e  early d e c a d e s  s h a r e  the f l avor 
o f  Chr i s t i a n i ty i n  tha t day -- r e j e c t i on or acceptance of the 
Lord J esus Chri s t ,  God , Son , Savior : 

DIAGRAM 4 . 1 :  PRIMARY EXPRE S S I ONS IN ACTS 

PETER STEPHEN PAUL JAMES 

2 : 14- 3 6 , 3 8-40 
3 : 1 2 - 2 6  
4 : 8- 1 2  

7 : 2- 5 3 ,  5 6  
1 0 : 34-4 3 , 4 7  
1 1 : 4- 1 7  

1 3 : 1 6 - 4 1  
1 5 : 14- 2 1  

1 7 : 2 2 - 3 1  
2 0 : 18- 3 5  
2 2 : 1 ,  3 -2 1  
2 6 : 2- 2 3 1 2 5 - 2 7 , 2 9  

2 .  I N  EXT ENS ION 

The ear ly church wa s the e x t e n s i on of J e s u s  thr ough th e 
Holy Spirit ; the community o f  be l i evers did the acts of Jesus . 
The mi n i s t r i e s o f  P e t e r  and P a u l  app e a r  to a lmo s t  para l l e l  
each other and clo�ely f o l l ow t h e  mi r a c u l o u s  p a t t e r n  i n  th e 
mini stry of Jesus : 
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B o th P e t e r  a n d  P a u l  a t  a n  e a r l y  p o i n t  i n  the i r  
mini s try heal l ame men ( 3 : 2 f ;  1 4 : 8 f ) ; 

Both Peter and Paul  exorcize  demons ( 5 : 16 ;  1 6 : 18 ) ; 
Both P eter and Paul have t r i umphant e n c o u nt e r s  w i th 

sorcerers ( 8 : 1 8 ;  1 3 : 6 f ) ; 
Both Peter and Paul  rai s e  the dead ( 9 : 3 6 f ;  20 : 19 f ) ; 
B o th P e t e r  a nd P a u l  have  mi r a cu l ou s  e s c ap e s  f rom 

prison ( 1 2 : 7 f ;  1 6 : 25 f ) ; and 
Both Peter and Paul  heal through othe r  than tou chi ng 

{ 5 : 1 5 ;  1 9 : 12 ) . 

3 .  IN  EXPAN S I ON 

G o d  h a s  a p a s s i o n  t o  f i nd me n and wome n and H e  wi l l s  
beyond qu e s t i on tha t  H i s  l o s t  ch i l d r e n  be  found . The e a r l y  
chur ch knew the God �fuo finds persons . 

He has an overriding concern that men should be redeemed . 
However we unde rs tand the word , bibl ical witne s s  is c l ear 
t h a t  m e n a r e  ' l o s t ' . T h e  F i n d i n g  G o d  w a n t s  t h e m  
found--that i s , brought into a redemptive relationship to 
Jesus  Chr i s t  wh e r e , bap t i z ed i n  H i s  Name , they be c ome 
p a r t  o f  H i s  H o u s eh o l d . H e  i s  n o t  p l e a s e d  wh en ma ny 
find ab l e  s h e ep r e ma i n . s t r a � g l i rrg on the the mount a i n , 
shi v e r i ng i n  t�e bitter wind . The more found , the better 
pl eased is  God . 

L uk e r e c o r d s  t h e  a m a z i n g  e xp a n s i o n o f  t h o s e  e a r l y  
be l i evers in Chri st : ( See DIAGRAM 4 . 2 . ) 

4 .  IN EXT I NCT I ON 

T h e  p r o b ab i l i ty o f  t o t a l  e x t i n c t i on h a s  a l way s be e n  a 
p o s s i b i l i ty f or the Chr i s t- c e n t e r e d  p e op l e  moveme nt- - f r om 
Chr i s t  dy i n g  on th e c r o s s  to an unima g i nab l e  sma l l  band of 
fol lowers to the p e r s e c u t i on and e x e c u t i on o f  b e l i e v e r s  i n  
Chr i s t . F rom i t s  i ni t i a l  b i r th th e church faced unr eal i st i c  
h u r d l e s  and o b s t ac l e s ,  s t u mb l i n g  b l o c k s  a n d  r o a d b l o ck s , 
d e a t h - th r ea t s and d e a th ; ama z i n g l y  the chu r ch didn ' t  j us t  
s u r v i v e  w i t h i t s  m e a g e r  f e w  f o l l o w e r s , i t  e x p a n d e d  
miracu lou s l y .  

Tho s e  e a r l y  be l i e v e r s  l i ved i n  a soci ety whi ch had never 
been won over from pagan i sm .  
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D I AG RAM 4 . 2 :  EXPAN S I ON OF B E L I EVER S  AND C H U RC H E S  

LUKE / ACTS 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0  1 1  1 2  1 3  1 4  1 5  1 6  1 7  1 8  1 9  20 2 1  2 2  23 24 25 2 6  27 2 8  
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I ----- ( 1 6 : 5 )  C h u r ches m u l t i pl y  
,_, I I I I I I I I I I I 
I EXPANS ION I I 
: G RO\JTH 1 : : : : : _.). ----- ( 9 : 3 1 )  Chu r c h  mul t i p l i ·�s : 3 0 - 3 3  AD I., .;-
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e
den in J e rusa l em church 

2 7 - 3 0  AD 
: I 
I I  
I 

I 
I 

'----- ( 1 : 15 )  1 2 0  wa i t i ng 

W h e r e v e r  t h e y  w e n t ,  C h r i s t i a n s  w e r e  o p p o s e d  a s  
a n t i - s o c i a l , a t h e i s t i c  a n d d e p r a v e d . T h e i r  m e s s a g e  
p r o c l a i me d  a c r u c i f i ed c r i m i n a l , a n d  n o th i ng cou l d  have 
been l e s s  ca l c u l a t e d  tha n tha t  to  w i n  t h em c o n v e r t s . T o  
t h e  G r e e k s  s u c h  a s t o r y  s h ow ed h o w  r i d i c u l o u s  t h e  new 
f a i t h  w a s ; t o  the R oma n s  how weak and i n e f f e c t i ve i t  w a s ; 
wh i l e the J ews c o u l d  n o t  b r i ng t h em s e l v e s  t o  s t oma c h  i t  
a t  a l l . T o  J e w  a n d  G e n t i l e a l i k e C h r i s t i a n s  w e r e  
o f f e n s i v e ,  o n  a c c o u n t  b o t h o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  a n d  t h e  
b e h a v i o u r  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h em . A l l  t h i s  t h e y  h a d  t o  l i ve 
down i f  they wer e  g o i ng to w i n  a n y b o d y  a t  a l l  f o r  J e s u s  
C hr i s t . 5 
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A l though the  e a r l y  b e l i ev e r s  we r e  t h r e a t e n ed i nw a r d l y  f r om 
t h e i r  o w n  c omm u n i t y  a n d  o u t w a r d l y  f r om t h e  w o r l d , t h e  
r e l a t i on s h i p  they h ad w i t h t h e i r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t t o o k  
t h e m  t h r o u g h  a n y a n d  a l l  d a n g e r s ,  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d 
p o s s i b i l i te s  o f  e x t i n c t i on : 

1 .  T h e y  w e r e  t o o  s m a l l - - t h e i r  s i z e w a s  t o  
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  e v e r  h a ve a n  impa c t  o n  the w o r ld , o n l y  
1 2 0  p e op l e . ( 1 : 15 )  

2 .  T h e y  w e r e  a d i v i d e d  g r o u p - - a  t r a i t o r  h a d  
p r e v i o u s l y  p e n e t r a ted the i r  m i d s t , J u d a s .  ( 1 : 1 6 - 2 0 ) 

3 .  T h e y  h a d  q u e s t i o n a b l e  l e a de r s h i p- - th e i r  dec i s i o n 
m a k i n g p r o c e s s  a p p e a r e d s h a k e y ; l e a d e r s  h a d 
qua l i f i c a t i o n s  bu t we r e  c h o s e n  by c h a n c e . ( 1 : 2 1 - 2 6 ) 

4 .  T h e y h a d  i n a d e q u a t e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s - - t h e y w e r e  
G a l i l e a n s , uned u c a t e d  s oc i a l  o u t ca s ts , n o bo d i es .  ( 2 : 7 )  

5 .  T h ey w e r e  a c c u s ed d r u n k a r d s -- they wer e  mocked by 
. the p u b l i c , k n o w n  a s  w i n e  b i b b e r s  a n d  g a v e a n e g a t i v e 
p ub l i c  i mp r e s s i on .  ( 2 :  1 3 ) 

6 .  T h e y  w e r e  t o o  d i v e r s e - - the i r  g r ou p  w a s  ma r k ed by 
d i v e r s i ty o f  c u l t u r e , s e x , b a c k g r o u nd , n a t i o n a l i s m ,  
l a n g uag e , • • .  n o  homo g e n e i ty .  ( 2 : 4 1 a n d  2 : 8 - 1 1 )  

7 .  T h e y  w e r e  j a i l b i r d s - - t h e y  s o  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  
r e l i g i o� s  l i f e o f  the d a y  th a t  t h e y  w e r e l o c k e d  i n  j a i l 
a nd t r i ed p u b l i c l y .  ( 4 : 3 )  

8 .  T h e y  w e r e  t h r e a t e n e d - - th e y  we r e  war n e d  tha t they 
f a c ed c e r t a i n  p u n i s hm e n t  . i f  t h e y  c o n t i n u ed to s p e a k  o r  
t e a c h  a t  a l l  i n  the  name o f  J e s u s . ( 4 : 17 - 2 3 ) 

9 .  T h ey we r e  cha r i t a b l e  l i a r s -- they a t tempted to g i ve 
t h e  i m p r e s s i on o f  who l eh e a r ted ch a r i ty wh i l e l y i ng a b o u t  
t h e i r  g i f t s  . • .  a n d  w e r e  k i l l e d  f o r  t h e i r  g e s t u r e o f  
g o o d w i l l . ( 5 : 1- 1 0 ) 

1 0 . They we r e  h a t e d - - the r e l i g i ou s  l e a d e r sh i p  de s i r ed 
to m u r d e r  them a n d  wh i pped t h em f o r  a w a r n i ng . ( 5 : 1 8 , 3 3 , 
4 0 ) 

1 1 .  T h e y  w e r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t - - c u l t u r a l  c omp l a i n t s  
e x i s ted a s  c e r t a i n  w i d o w s  i n  t h e i r  g r o u p  we r e  o v e r l o o k e d  

. a nd f o r g o t t e n . ( 6 : 1 ) 
1 2 . T h e y  w e r e  a r r e s t e d - - t h e y  w e r e  s e c r e t l y p l o t t ed 

a g a i n s t  w i th f a l se w i t n e s s e s  a c cu s i ng t h em . ( 6 : 9 - 1 4 ) 
1 3 . They we r e  m u r d e r e d - - m o b s  s t o n e d  t h e m  t o  d e a t h . 

( 7 : 5 7 - 6 0 ) 
1 4 . They we r e  pe r s e c u t ed - - g r e a t  pe r s e c u t i on sca t t e r ed 

them th r ou g h o u t  Judea a nd S am a r i a .  ( 8 : 2 ) 
1 5 . T h e y  w e r e  a b d u c t ed - - pe r s e c u t o r s  e n t e r ed t h e i r  

h o u s e s  and  p u t  men a nd women i n  p r i s o n . ( 8 : 3 )  
1 6 . T h e y  w e r e  b r i b e d - - t h e y  w e r e o f f e r e d  mo n e y  t o  

s h a r e  the i r  s e c r e t  power . ( 8 :  1 8 - 1 9 ) 
1 7 . T he y  w e r e  m u r d e r e r s t h em s e l v e s - - t h e y  a c c e p t e d  

the i r  f o rm e r  p er se cu t o r s  a nd m u r d e r e r s  i n to t h e i r  g r o u p . 
( 9 : 1 7 )  
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1 8 . T h e y  w e r e  u n o r t h o d o x - - t h e y  n o t  o n l y  a c c e p t e d  
the i r  f o rmer per s e cu t o r s  bu t e l ev a ted them t o  l e a d e r s h i p  
a s  p r oc l a i me r s  o f  the i r  me s s ag e . 

1 9 .  T h e y  w e r e  p l o t t e d a g a i n s t - - t h e  J e w s  a n d  
H e l l e n i s t i c  J ews a t t em p ted t o  k i l l them . ( 9 : 2 3 ,  2 9 ) 

2 0 . They he l d  u n c e r t a i n  b e l i e f s - - t h e y  w e r e n ' t  e v e n  
s u r e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  b e l i e f s  a nd w e r e  o f t e n  p e r p l e x ed . 
( 1 0 : 13 ;  1 1 : 7 )  

2 1 . They we r e  m i s t r e a t ed - - t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s 
a b u s ed them . ( 12 : 1 ) 

2 2 . T he y  w e r e  e x ec u t ed - - th e  p o l i t i ca l  l e a d e rs h i p  h a d  
t h em k i l l ed . ( 1 2 : 2 )  

2 3 . T h e y  w e r e  a r r e s t e d  a n d  g u a r d e d  f o r  e x e c u t i o n . 
( 1 2 : 3 - 6 ) 

2 4 . They we r e  pub l i c ly c o n t r ad i c ted . ( 1 3 : 4 5 )  
2 5 .  They we r e  i n s t i g a ted a g a i n s t .  ( 1 3 : 50 )  
2 6 . They we r e  the ob j ec t s  o f  a s s a s s i na t i o n a t t e m p t s .  

( 1 4 : 1 - 5 ) 
2 7 . They we r e  w o r sh i pp e d  a s  g od s . ( 1 4 : 1 1- 1 3 , 1 8 ) 
2 8 . T h ey w e r e  l e f t  a s  d e ad . ( 1 4 : 1 9 ) 
2 9 . They we r e  d i v i ded i n t e r n a l l y- - d i v i s i on ex i s ted o n  

c e n t r a l  i s s u e s . ( 1 5 : 2 )  
3 0 . T h e y  w e r e  i nd e c i s i v e i n  l e ad e r s h i p  d e v e l opme n t .  

( 1 5 : 3 7 - 4 0 ) 
3 1 . T he y  w e r e  u n j u s t l y b e a t e n  a nd p u t i n  s t o c k s .  

( 1 6 : 1 9 - 24 ) 
3 2 . They w e r e  u p s e t t i ng t o  c i ty a u t h o r i t i e s . ( 1 7 : 1- 9 )  
3 3 . Th e y  w e r e  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  a g i t a t i o n - - c r owds w e r e  

s t i r r ed up a g a i ns t  them . ( 1 7 : 1 3 ) 
3 4 . T h e y  w e r e  r e p e a t e d l y  a n t a g o n i z e d a g a i n s t . 

( 1 9 : 2 9 :_ 3 4. ) 
3 5 . They w e r e  p o l i t i c a l p r i s o ne r s . ( 2 1 : 27 - 3 6 )  
3 6 . They w e r e  impr i s o n ed i nd e f i n i te l y .  ( 2 8 : 30 )  

T h e  f l am e  o f  t h e  e a r l y b e l i e v e r s  a s  w i t n e s s e s  o f  t h e  L o r d  
J e s u s  C h r i s t p r o v e d  t o  b e  n o n - e x t i n g u i s h a b l e  i n  a l l  
c i r cu m s t a n c e s ,  eve n  d e a t h . 

T h e m o s t  s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  m o v em e n t we r e  t h e  
pe o p l e -- the i r  e n thus i a sm ,  t h e i r  l o ve , the i r  j oy ,  the i r  c h a n g ed 
h ab i t s , the i r  p r o g r e s s i ve l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  c h a r a c t e r s  an� t he i r  
f a i t h g a ve i n c r e d i b l e  w e i g h t  t o  w h a t  they h ad t o  s ay .  T he i r  
s po n t a n e o u s  o u t r e ac h  t o g e th e r  a s  a t o t a l commun i t y o f  d i v e r s e  
pe o p l e  f r om d i f f e r i ng a g e s , b a ck g r o�n d s , s e x  a nd cu l tu r es g a v e  
i mme n s e  i m p e t u s  t o  t h e  m o v e me n t . T h e  ea r ly b e l i e ve r s  had a 
qua l i ty o f  l i v i n g a nd o f  o u t s h i n i n g t h e  b e s t  t h a t u n b e l i e f  
c o u l d  m u s 9e r  a n d  a q u a l i ty o f  dy i ng wh i ch c o u l d  n o t  be f ou nd 
e l sewh e re ; they w e r e  o r d i n a r y p e o p l e  w i t h a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
C h r i s t l i k e n e s s  t h a t  b r o u g h t  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  g r o u p s  f r om 
u n b e l i e f t o  f a i t h .  M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  e a r l y  c h u r c h  w a s  
p e o p l e . T h e  f o l l ow i ng i s  a ��n - po r t r a i t  o f  P a u l  on  h i s  way t o  
I c o n i u m  w i th two c omp a n i ons : 
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And a ma n n amed O ne s i ph o r u s , who had  h e a r d  t h a t  P a u l h a d  
c om e  t o  I c o n i urn ,  w e n t  o u t  w i th h i s  c h i l d r e n  S imm i a s  a n d  
Z e n o  a n d  h i s  w i f e  L e c t r a  t o  me e t  P a u l , t h a t h e  m i g h t  
r e c e i v e h i m t o  h i s  h o u s e . T i t u s  h a d  t o l d  h im wha t Pau l  
l oo k ed l i k e ; t h u s  f a r  One s i ph o r u s  had  n o t  s e e n  h i m  i n  t h e  
f l e s h , b u t  o n l y  i n  t h e  s p i r i t .  H e  w e n t a l o n g  the  r oy a l 
r o a d  t h a t l e a d s  t o  L y s t r a , a n d  s t o o d  the r e  wa i t i ng f o r  
h im ,  a n d  l oo k ed a t  t h o s e  w h o  c arn e , c om p a r i n g t h em w i t h 
T i t u s ' d e s c r i p t i o n . A n d  he s a w  P a u l  c orn i ng , a man sma l l  
i n  s ta t u r e , w i th a b a l d  h e a d  a n d  c r o o k ed l e g s ,  i n  a g o o d  
s t a t e  o f  b o d y , w i t h e y e b r o w s  m e e t i n g a n d  n o s e  somewh a t  
h o oked , f u l l  o f  f r i end l i ne s s ; f o r  n ow h e  a p p e a r ed l i k e  a 
man , a n d  n o w  h e  had the f a c e  o f  a n  a ng e l . 

W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h i s  d e sc r i p t i on b e l on g s  t o  l i te r a r y  t r ad i t i o n  
i s  deba t a b l e ; wha t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  the impr e s s i on o f  r ea l i sm 
t h i s  p e n - p o r t r a i t  m a k e s . T h o s e  e a r l y b e l i e v e r s  w e r e  r e a l 
peo p l e  w i th a c o n t a g i ou s  e n th u s i a s m  f o r  C h r i s t l i k e i nv o l v emen t  
w i th p e o p l e . 

T H E Y  W E R E  • • •  T O G E T H E R  • • •  O N E  M I N D • • •  T OG ET H E R  AND T H EY WERE HAVI N G  
FAVOR W I TH A L L  T H E  P E O P L E  ( AC T S  2 : 4 3 - 4 7 A )  

Phen omen a l , d y n am i c , e x p l os i v e- - th a t  w a s  the e a r l y chu r ch : 1 1  

4 3  A nd e v e r y o n e  k e p t  f e e l i n g a s e n s e  o f  a w e ; a n d m a n y  
wonde r s a n d  s i gn s  w e r e  t a k i ng p l a c e  th r o ugh the  a po s t l e s . 

4 4  A n d  a l l . t h o s e  w h o  h a d be i i eved we r e  t o g e ther , a n d  h a d  
a l l  t h i ng s  i n  commo n ; 

4 5  a n d  they beg a n  s e l l i ng the i r  pr o pe r ty a n d  p o s s e s s i o n s , 
and we r e  s h a r i ng them w i th a l l , a s  a n y o n e  m i g h t  h a ve need . 

4 6  A n d  d a y  b y  day c o n t i nu i ng w i th o n e  m i n d  i n  the templ e ,  
a n d  b r e a k i ng b r e a d  f r om h o u s e  to h o u s e , they w e r e  t a k i ng t he i r  
mea l s  t og e th e r  w i th g l ad ne s s  a n d  s i nc e r i ty o f  h e a r t ,  

4 7  p r a i s i ng God , a nd h av i ng f a v o r  w i th a l l  the people . 

The  two f o c i o f  C h r i s t i n  H i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h p e o p l e  w e r e  
the two f o c i o f  the e a r l y  ch u r ch : 

1 .  ' R e a c h i n g i n ' w i t h  the l o v e  o f  the S p i r i t  ft Chr i s t  t o  
b e  1 i e1v:f r s - - t h e  e a r 1 y 9_ � 1 i e v e  r s w e  r e " t o g e t h e  r " " o n e 
m i n d "  • . •  " to g e t he r " .  

2 .  ' Re a c h i ng o u t ' w i th the l o v e  o f  the S p i r i t  o f  Chr i s t t o  
n o n - be l i ev e r f 5- th e  e a r l y  be l i e v er s  we r e  " ha v i ng f a v o r  w i th a l l  
the pe o p l e . "  

" An d  eve r y�9e k e p t  f ee l i ng a s e n s e  o f  awe , " 1 6  " fe a r  came upon 
e v e r y  s o u l , "  " a n d  

1
wa ny w o nd e r s  a n d  s i g n s  w e r e  t a k i ng P!gce 

thr o u g h  the ap o s t l e s . "  " And g r e a t  f e a r  w a s  upon a l l . "  

7 3  



S upe r n a tu r a l  even t s  we r e  ta k i ng p l a c e ; ce r ta i n  app r ehe n s i o n  a nd 
c a u t i on g r i pped b o th the be l i e v i ng a nd n o n - be l i e v i ng popu l a t i on . 

T h e  c o n v i c t i o n o f  s i n  t h a t  fo l l owed Pe t e r ' s  p r e a ch i ng wa s n o  
mome n t a ry p a n i c , b u t f i l l e d  t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h a l o n g - l a s t i n g 
s e n s e  o f  a w e . T h i s  i m p r e s s i o n  w a s  i n t�9 s i f i ed by the wond e r s  
a nd s i g n s  wh i ch the a po s t l es pe r f o rmed . 

The ' dyna m i te o f  s a l va t i o n •
2 1 

e x p l o d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  
e a r l y  S p i r i t - b a p t i z e d  c omm u n i ty o f  J e s u s - - ' Y ahweh i s  s a l va t i o n ' . 
They we r e  w i tne s s e s

2
� f J e s u s  a s  L o r d  a nd C hr i s t  t h r ou g h  the  p o w e r 

o f  the H o l y  S p i r i t :  

D I AGRAM 4 . 3 :  DYNAM I TE 

T H E  BAPT I SM W I TH T H E  S P I R I T  OF J E S U S  

0 
W I TN E S S ES OF TH E D Y N AM I T E  OF SALVAT I ON I N  J E S U S  

0 
THROUGH THE  DYNAM I TE O F  T H E  HOLY S P I R I T  

0 

Mome n t a r y  
pan i c- ­
" W h a t  s h a l l  
w e  d o ? "  

" d ay b y  day " 

U N I TY 

<-
Long l a s t i n g 
awe--
" g r eat f e ar was 
upon a l l "  
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" d ay by d ay "  

PO P U LAR 

f a v o r  w i t h 
peop l e "  



T h e  u l t i m a t e  M a n - f i s h e r  w a s  n o w f i s h i n g a n d  h a r v e s t i n g 
' re l ationship s ' thr ough His body of bel iever s ,  the early church in 
Jeru s a l em .  

' Pr a i si ng God ' was certainly a d�st i ngui shing characteristic o f  
the e a r l y  c omm u n i ty o f  be l i ever s .  Central in their commitment , 
u n i ty , d i s c ip l e sh i p  t r a i n i ng and Ch r i s t l i k e  i n v o l v e me n t  w a s  
' praise to Yahweh ' . Yahweh . • •  

G o d , a f t e r  H e  s p ok e l o n g  a g o  t o  th e f a th e r s  i n  th e th e 
prophets in many portions and in many way s , in the s e  last days 
has spoken to u s  i n  H i s  Son , whom He appo i nt e d  h e i r  of a l l  
th i ng s ; thro ugh whom a l s o H e  made the wor l d . And He i s  the 
r a d i a n c e  o f  H i s g l o ry and the e xa c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  H i s  
n a t u r e , and upholds a l l  things by the word o f  His power . When 
He had made pu r i f i c at i on o f  s i n s , H e  s a t  d own a t  the r i gh t  
hand of the Ma j es ty on high ; having become a s  much better than 
the � e l s , as  H e  has  inh e r i te d  a mor e  e xc e l l e nt name than 
they . 

Jesus , the Son , the Lord , the Chr i s t , 

. • . who , a l though He e x i sted in the form o f  God , did not regard 
equal i ty with God a thing to be grasped , but empt i ed Himse l f ,  
t ak i n g t h e  f o r m o f  a b o n d s � r v a nt ,  and b e i ng make in the 
l ikene s s  of �en . And be i ng found i n  app e a r a n c e a s  a man , H e  
humb l e d  H i ms e l f  by be coming obe d i ent to the point o f  death , 
e ven dea th on a cros s .  The r e f o r e  a l s o  God h i gh l y  e xa l t ed on 
H i m  the name wh i ch i s  above e v e ry name , that at the name o f  
J e s u s  every knee shoul d  bow, of tho s e  who a r e  i n  heaven , and 
on e a r th ,  and under the e a r th ,  and that every tongue shoul d  
c o n f e s ��h a t  J e s u s  Ch r i s t  i s  L o r d , t o  t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  
Father . 

And i t  sha l l  be  i n  the l as t  days , God says , that I wil l  pour 
forth o f  tvly Spirit upon a l l  mank i n d ; and your s o n s  and your 
daughter sha l l  prophesy , and your young men sha l l  see vi sions , 
and your o l d  men shall  dream dreams ; even upon My bondslaves , 
both me n and wome n , I wi l l  i n  tho s e  days pour forth o f  My 
S p i r i t and they s ha l l  p r oph e cy . And I wi l l  grant wonders in 
the sky above , and s i g n s  on the e a r th bene ath , b l ood , a n d  
f i r e , a n d  v a p o r  o f  s m ok e . T h e  s u n s h a l l  b e  tu r ned i n t o  
d a r k n e s s ,  a n d  th e moon i n t o  b l o o d , b e f o r e t h e  g r e a t  a n d  
g l o r i ou s  d ay o f  th e Lor d sha l l  c ome . And i t  sha l l  be , t��t 
every one who cal l s  on the name o f  the Lord sha l l  be saved • 

. • . God is  not one to show partial ity , but in every nation the 
man who fears Him and doe s  what i s  right , i s  we l come to Him . 
The word whi ch He s ent to the sons o f  I srael , preaching peace 
through Jesus Chr i s t  ( H e  is Lord o f  a l l ) - -you your se lves know 
the thi ng whi ch took place throughout a l l  Judea , s tarting from 
Ga l i l ee , a fter the bapti sm whi ch John proclaimed . You know of 
Jesus o f  Nazareth ,  how God anoint ed Him with the Holy Spi rit 
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a n d  w i th p o we r , and  how H e  w e n t  a b o u t  d o i ng g o od , a nd hea l i n g  
a l l  w h o  we r e  opp r e s s e d  b y  t h e  d ev i l ;  f o r  G o d  wa s w i th H im .  And  
we a r e  w i t ne s s e s  of  a l l  the t h i ng s  H e  d i d  b o th i n  t h e  l a nd o f  
t h e  J e w s  a n d  i n  J e r u s a l em .  And they a l s o  p u t  H im t o  death by 
h a n g i ng H im on a c r o s s . G o d  r a i s e d  H i m up o n  t h e  t h i r d d a y , 
a n d  g r a n t e d  t h a t  H e  s h o u l d  b e c om e  v i s i b l e , n o t  t o  a l l t h e  
p e op l e , b u t  t o  w i tne s s e s  w h o  w e r e  c h o s e n  b e f o r e h a nd b y  G o d , 
t h a t  i s ,  t o  u s  who a t e  a n d  d r a n k  w i th H im a f te r  H e  a r o s e  f r om 
t h e  d e a d . A n d  H e  o r d e r ed u s  t o  p r e a c h  t o  t h e  p e o p l e , a n d 
s o l e m n l y  t o  t e s t i f y t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  O n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  
a p p o i n ted by G od a s  J ud g e  o f  the  l i v i n g a n d  t h e  d e ad . O f  H i m 
a l l  t h e  p r o p h e t s  be a r  w i t ne s s  tha t thr o u g h  H i s  name 3�e r y  o n e  
who be l i e v e s  i n  H im h a s  r e ce i v ed f o r g i ve n e s s  o f  s i n s . 

B u t  wha t  d o e s  i t  s a y ?  ' T he w o r d  i s  n e a r  you , i n  y o u r  mou t h  and 
i n  y o u r  h e a r t ' - - t h a t  i s ,  t h e  w o r d  o f  f a i t h w h i c h w e  a r e  
p r e a c h i n g , t h a t  i f  y o u  c o n f e s s  w i th y o u r  mou th J e s u s  a s  L o r d , 
a nd b e l i eve i n  y o u r  h e a r t  th a t  God r a i s e d  H i m f r om t h e  d e a d , 
y o u  sha l l  be s a v e d ; f o r  w i th the hea r t  ma n be l i e v e s , r e s u l t i ng 
i n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s , a n d w i th the  m o u th he c o n f e s s es , r e s u l t i ng 
i n  s a l va t i on . F o r  the  S c r i p tu r e  s ay s , ' Wh o e v e r  be l i ev e s  i n  H im 
w i l l  n o t  b e  d i s a pp o i n ted . '  F or the r e  i s  n o  d i s t i nc t i on between 
J ew and G r e e k ; f o r  the  s ame L o r d  i s  L o r d  o f  a l l , a b o u nd i n g i n  
r i c h e s  f o r  a l l  who c a l l  u p o n  H im ;  f�3 ' Wh o e v e r  w i l l  ca l l  upon 
the  name o f  the L o r d  w i l l  be s aved ' .  

P r a i s e t o  G o d  i n  t h a n k s g i v i ng ,  p r a y e r s  a nd h y m n s  f i l l e d  t h e  
e a r l y  c h u r c h  c omm u� ! t y . T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f. J e s u s  w a s  t o  s i ng hymn s 
w i th H i s  d i sc i p l e s ; p r a i s e i n  t h e  e a r l y c h u r c h f o l l o w e d  t h � s  
p a t t e r n  w i t h t h e  s i n g i n g o f  p s a l m s , hymn s and s p i r i tu a l  s o ng s .  
T h e  e a r l y  b e l i e v e r s c o n t i n u a l l y t h r o u g h  J e s u s  o f f e r e d u p  a 
s a c r i f i ce o f  p r a i s e  t o  G o d - - the f r u i t  o f  the l i p s  tha t g i ve t h a nk s 
t o  H i s  n ame - - a nd a s a c r i f i ce o f  s e r �� ce to G o d -- the f r u i t  o f  l i v e s  
tha t d o  g o o d  and  s ha r e  i n  H i s  nam e . 

T h e  e a r l y  c ommu n i ty o f  b e l i e ve r s  • • •  c o n t i n u ed s te a d f a s t l y  • • •  day 
b y  d a y  • • •  p r a i s i ng G o d  • • .  p l e a s i ng God : 

E xp l o s i ve a s  a f o r ce f o r  God  and 
Awe s t r u c k  i n  f e a r  of God . 

A s  they we r e  t o g e ther • . •  w i th o n e  m i nd • . •  t o g e t h e r  • • •  p r a i s e t o  G o d  
' pou r ed f o r th ' : 

They wer e  p r a i s i ng God i n  p ub l i c  wor s h i p ;  
They w e r e  p r a i s i ng G o d  i n  g r oup w o r s h i p ;  and 
They we r e  p r a i s i ng G o d  i n  per s o n a l wo r s h i p .  

L u k e  m e n t i o n s  t h e  p u b l i c  a nd g r o u p e x p r e s s i o n s o f  p r a i s e ;  t h e  
p e r s o n a l , p r i v a t e  a n d i n t i ma t e  p r a i s e  t o  G o d  g a v e b i r t h a n d  
impe t u s  t o  the G o d - c e n t e r ed p r a i se i n  pub l i c  a nd g r ou p  e xp e r i en ce . 
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T h o s e  ea r l y  be l i ev e r s we r e  tog e the r - - r ea c h i ng i n  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  
i n  t h e  t em p l e  a n d f r om h o u s e  t o  h o u s e - - pr a i s i ng God . The p ub l i c  
w i tn e s s  f o r  J e s u s  wa s ev i de n t

3
�s the be l i eve r s  me t c o r p o r a t e l y  f o r  

p u b l i c  w o r sh i p  i n  t h e  tem p l e . T h e  t em p l e  f o r  J e s u s  i n  H i s  p ub l i c  
m i n i s t r y  r ema i ned the f o c a l po i n t  o f  mee t i n g G o d  a n d  w o r s h i pp i n g 
H i m ;  t h e  t em p l e  w a s  s t i l l the d i v i ne l y  a pp o i n t ed �gace o f  w o r sh i p  
i n  the c o n t e n t  o f  be l i ev e r ' s  ko i n i n i a - - fe l l ow s h i p . The hou s e s  o f  
t h o s e  b e l i e v e r s  w e r e  j u s t  a s  p r i c e l e s s  a n  a s s e t  f o r  g r o u p  
g a t h e r i n g s  a s  t h e  t em p l e  w a s  f o r  p u b l i c  g a t h e r i n g s . T h e  e a r l y 
b e l i e v e r s  w39e t o g e ther i n  the i n f o rm a l a nd r e l a x ed a tmosph e r e  o f  
the i r  home s . 

1 .  They wer e  i n  a pr i va te home i n  J e r u s a l em p r a y i n g  w h e n 
t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ' f i l l e d  t h e  w h o l e  h o u s e  w h e r e  th ey w e r e  
s i t t i ng ' • ( 2 : 2 ,  1 :  1 3 ) 

2 .  T hey we r e  i n  p r i v a te home s b r e a k i n g b r e a d - - t h e  L o r d ' s  
s u p p e r , a f e l l o w s h i p  m e a l o f  b e l i e v e r s ,  s h a r i ng a mea l w i th 
n on - be l i eve ;r s . ( 2 : 4 6 ,  4 2 )  

3 .  They we r e  i n  p r i va te homes teach i ng and p r e a ch i ng J e s u s  
a s  t h e  C h r i s t  j us t  a s  they we r e  d o i ng i n  t h e  tem p l e . ( 5 : 4 2 )  

4 .  They wer e  i n  p r i v a t e  homes a n d  w e r e  r e c o g n i z ed a s  t h e  
c h u r c h . ( 8 : 3 ) 

5 .  T h e y  w e r e  t o g e t h e r  i n  a p r i v a t e h o m e  • • •  p r a y i ng ,  
p r ophesy i ng ,  he a l i ng ,  b r ea k i ng b r e a d  • • •  , t h e  h o u s e  o f  J u d a s . 
( 9 : 1 1- 1 8 ) 

6 .  They we r e  s t a y i ng toge ther  i n  a p r i va te home , the hou s e  
o f  S imon . ( 1 0 : 6 , 1 7 ,  3 2 ) 

7 • T h e y w e r e i n t h e p r i v a t e h o rn e o f 
n o n - b e l i e v e r s  • • •  p r e a c h i n g  t o  n o n - b e l i e v e r s ,  s e e i n g 
n o n - b e l i e v e r s , r e c e i v i n g t h e  w o r d  a n d  t h e  g i f t  o f  the H o l y  
S p i r i t ,  bapt i z i ng the new c o n v e r ts o f  C h r i s t ,  s ta y i ng w i th the 
new be l i e v e r s . ( 1 0 : 2 2 - 4 8 )  

8 .  T h e y  w e r e  i n  a p r i v a t e h o me g a t h e r i n g t o g e t h e r  a n d  
p r a y i ng , t h e  h o u s e  o f  M a r y ,  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  J o hn w ho wa s a l s o  
c a l l ed M a r k . ( 12 : 12 )  

9 .  The y  s t ayed i n  the pr i v a t e  h o rn e  o f  n e w  b e l i e v e r s ,  t h e  
h o u s e  o f  Lyd i a . ( 1 6 :  1 5 ) 

1 0 . They wen t f r om the p r i s o n -h o u s e  i n  Thya t i r a  whe r e  they 
w e r e  h e l d  i n t o  t h e  p r i v a t e h o m e  o f  t h e  j a i l e r  f o r  
t a b l e - f e l l owsh i p  w i th new c o n ve r t s . ( 1 6 : 1 9 - 3 4 ) 

1 1 . T h e y  w e r e  t o g e t h e r  i n  a p r i v a t e h om e , t h e  h o u s e  o f  
J a s o n . ( 1 7 : 5- 9 ) 

1 2 . They we r e  i n  a p r i v a t e  home to p r e a c h  J e s u s , the h o u s e  
o f  T i tu s  J u s t u s . ( 1 8 : 7 - 1 1 )  

1 3 . T h e y  w e r e  t e a c h i n g a n d  p r e a c h i n g t o  b o t h  J e w s  a n d  
G r ee k s  p ub l i c l y  a nd i n  p r i va te h ome s . ( 2 0 : 1 7 - 2 1 )  

1 4 . They w e r e  s ta y i ng tog e th e r  i n  pr i va te home s , the h o u s e  
o f  Ph i l l i p the e v a n ge l i s t .  ( 2 1 : 8 )  
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The ev i dence o f  a u the n t i c  ' reach i ng i n ' o f  the ea r l y be l i e v e r s  
w a s i n  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  ' r each i ng o u t ' to  n o n - be l i eve r s  i n  
ma tha t a e u s - c�� t e r ed eva n g e l i sm-- they we r e  " h a v i n g f a v o r  w i t h a l l  
the pe o p l e " . A s  the be l i e v e r s  c o n ce n t r a ted o n  the c e n t e r --C h r i s t  
a nd each be l i eve r i n  the body o f  C hr i s t ,  the chu r ch - - the S p i r i t  o f  
G o d  l e d t h em i n  r e a c h i n g t h e l o c a l  c o mm u n i t y ,  t he mono the i s t i c  
f r i ng e  o f  God - f e a r e r s a n d  t h e  p o l y t h e i s t i c p a g a n  g o d - b e l i e v e r s  
w i th the i r  ma ny l o r d s , ky r i o i . 

F o r  t h e  e a r l y  chu r ch ' pr a i s i n g God i n s i de ' - - w i th each other  a s  
t h e  c o mm u n i ty o f  C h r i s t - - me a n t  ' h a v i n g f a v o r  o u t s i d e ' - - w i t h 
s u r r o u nd i n g n e i g h b o r s a n d p e o p l e  o f  the c ommu n i ty i n  Je r u s a l em ;  
a nd h a v i ng ' f avor  o u t s i d e ' mea n t  i nc r e a s ed ' p r a i se i n s i d e ' :  

D I AG RAM 4 . 4 :  PRA I S E  AND FAVO R 

P RA I S E  I N S I D E 

�----� 

~ 
FAVO R O U T S I D E  

T h e  S p i r i t o f  tog e th e r n e s s  o f  the e a r l y  be l i e v e r s  o f  J e s u s  
explosively penetrated the spirit o f  sepa r a t e n e s s  e xp e r i en c e d  i n  
t h e  w o r l d  w i t h o u t  Je s u s  and w i thout s a l va t i on ; for th e e a r l y  
chur ch i t  was the spont��e o u s  a nd e xp e c t ed f r u i t  o f  Ch r i s t l ik e  
invo lvement with peop l e . 

D I AGRAM 4 . 5 :  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  J E S U S  AT WORK 
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J E S U S -CENT ERED M I N I S TRY 

J e s u s  was  g i g a n t i c ; t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g c omrn o n p l a c4
2

a b o u t H i s  
w o r d s  and the r e  wa s n o th i ng c o l o r l e s s  about H i s  w o r k s . The e a r l y  
c h u r c h  w a s  J e s u s  i n  p e r s o na l i ty ,  w o r d s  a n d  w o r k s .  Any thought  o f  
a n y t h i ng l e s s  i s  n o t  t o l e r a t e d  i n  t h e  N ew T e s t a m e n t .  T h e  e a r l y  
ch u r c h  be l i eved t h a t  God ca l l ed every be l i ev e r  i n t o  J e s u s - ce n t e r ed 
m i n i s t r y . I t  w a s  a s h a r e�

3
rn i n i s t r y  w i t h s h a r ed l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  

s h a r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ;  t o g e t h e r  t h e y  w e r e  J e s u s . F o r t h e m  
J e s u s - c e n t e r ed m i n i s t r y  w a s  G o d  t h r o u g h  H i s  p e op l e  a n d  by H i s  
S � i r i t  W� k i ng a v a i l a b l e  a l l  t h e  J e s u s  i s  t o  e v e r y  p e r s o n e v e r y  
rn 1 n u te . 

T h e e a r l y  c h u r c h w h o l e h e a r t e d l y be l i e v e d  i n  d i s c i p l e s h i p  
t r a i n i ng ;  t h o s e  be l i e v e r s  were  equa l l y i n t e n s e  i n  the i r  be l i e f  and 
o pe n n e s s  to  th e H o l y S p i r i t .  G o d  w a s  m a k i n g J e s u s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
e v e r y  p e r s o n  th r o u g h  s u p e r n a t u r a l  g u i d a nce b o th h o r i z o n t a l ly and 
ve r t i c a l l y .  O n  t h e  h u m a n  l e v e l , G o d ' s  p e o p l e  m i n i s t e r e d as H i s  
f am i l y ,  H i s d i s c i p l e r s , H i s  equ i ppe r s , H i s  t r a i ne r s , H i s  m i n i s te r s  
a nd H i s  w i t n e s s e s . O n  the S p i r i t  l e ve l , God ' s  S pi r i t  m i n i s te r e d  i n  
s p i r i t u a l b i r t h ,  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h , s p i r i t u a l  f r u i t ,  s p i r i t u a l 
g i f t s , s p i r i t u a l  p o w e r  a n d  s p i r i t u a l l i f e .  J e s u s  w a s  be i ng mad e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  e v e r y  p e r s o n b e c a u s e  b r i d g e s  w e r e  b e i n g b u i l t t o  
peop l e  t h r o u g h  God ' s  S p i r i t  and thr ough God ' s  peop l e . I t  w� th e s e  
br i dg e s  o v e r  wh i ch J e s u s  carne a nd s t i l l  c om e s  t o  p e o p l e . T h o s e  
f i r s t  c e n t u r y  be l i ev e r s  w e r e  t r emend o u s l y  e f f e c t i ve J e s u s -centered 
br i d g e - bu i l d e r s ; t h ey s ha r ed the s ame w o r d s  and d i d the s ame w o r k s  
t h a t  J e s u s  d i d d u r i n g H i s  e a r t h l y m i n i s t r y  a n d  e v e n  ' g r e a t e r  
w o r k s ' t h r o u g h  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  a nd b y  t h e i r  s o l i d a rj�Y a s  t h e  
c omm un i ty o f  J e s u s . T o g e t h e r  they cau t i oned each o t he r : 

A .  N o t  t o  f e a r  the H o l y  S p i r i t  ( Luke 9 : 1 3 ;  A c t s  l : l - 8 ) ; 
B .  N o t  t o  i g no r e  the H o l y  S p i r i t ( Ac t s  2 ;  Joe l 2 : 2 8 - 3 2 ; l 

C o r i n th i a n s  1 2 : l f . ; Roma n s  l 2 : l f . ) ;  
C .  N o t  t o  quench the H o l y  S p i r i t  ( I  The s s a l o n i a n s  5 : 19 ) ; 
D .  N o t  to  g r i eve the H o l y  S p i r i t  ( Ephe s i a n s  4 : 3 0 ) ; and 
E .  N o t  t o  r e s i s t  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  ( H e b r e w s  3 : 7 - 1 9 ; A c t s  

7 : 5 1 ,  5 :  3 9 ) . 

The su cce s s  o f  the i r  e f f o r t s  i n  add i ng a n d m u l t i p l y i n g be l i e v e r s  
a n d c h u r c h e s  p r o v e s  b e y o nd d oubt the i r  t r u s t  o f  G od ' s  peop l e  a nd 
G od ' s  S pi r i t ;  t o g e ther they wer e J e s u s  i n  the i r  wo r l d . 

I n  r e c og n i z i ng t he g r e a t  tem p t a t i on o f  the ea r l y chu r ch to f a i l 
t o  d i s c i p l e , t r a i n  a n d  equ i p  eve r y  be l i ever  f o r  m i n i s t ry , Pau l 
s h a r ed f i ve s phe r es o f  m i n i s t r y .  I t  s eems c l e a r  f r om the New 
Tes tamen t  tha t t h e s e  w e r e  never  c o n s i de r ed to  be o f f i ce s  i n  t h e  
chur ch , but functions which enabled the wh� community of Chr ist 
to be equipped for J e sus-centered minis t ry ; they can be vi ewed 
a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of pr i ma ry m i n i s t r i es w i t h o u t  wh i ch the church 
cannot  f u nc t i on as  a force f o r  the L o r d  J e s u s  C hr i s t .  P a u l  saw 
the d a n g e r s : e c c en t r i c i ty--G od ' s  m i n i s t ry i s  c en t r a l  a nd un i que to 
the body of C hr i s t ;  e l i t i sm--God ' s  ca l l  i s  equa l l y to  every pe r s on 
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i n  the body o f  C hr i s t ;  and i nd i v i d ua l i sm - -God ' s  m i n i s t r y  i n v o l v e s  
t h e  w h o l e  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t . F a r s e e i ng t h e  h a r m f u l  a nd u n h e a l t h y  
e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h a nd J e s u s - c e n t e r e d m i n i s t r y , 

4
�a u l  

s h a r e s  G od ' s  p l an f o r  the chu r ch f r om a p o s i t i ve p e r s p e c t i ve . 

D I AG RAM 4 . 6 :  GOD ' S  P LAN F O R  T H E  C H U RC H  I N  E P H E S I AN S  4 : 1 - 1 6  

----------------------O N E  BOD Y------------------------
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P a u l ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n o f  G o d ' s  p l a n  f o r  t h e  c h u r ch s tr i k i ng l y  
g i v e s  the i de a l  p i c t u r e  o f  wha t  i s  t o  b e  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  c a l l i n g i n  
t h e  w o r l d a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  o u tw o r k i n g o f  t h i s  i d e a l  i n  t h e  
e v e r y d a y  l i f e o f  t h e  l o c a l chu r c h , i nd i v i d u a l l y a n d  c o r p o r a t e l y . 
G od ' s  i n t e n t i o n i s  t o  u n i t e o n e  p e o p l e  i n t o  o n e  H e ad , the L o r d  
J e s u s  C hr i s t ,  a n d  to g r ow tha t l o c a l chu r ch o u t  o f  i n f a n thood i n to 
ma tu r i ty a s  i t  t a k e s  o n  the p e r s on a l i ty ,  c h a r a c t e r  a nd l i f e s t y l e  
o f  i t s H e a d , t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t . F o l l o w i n g t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  
C h r i s t ' s  ' g i f t i ng ' o f  e v e r y  b e l i e v e r , f i r s t  w i th H i s  G i f t  p a r 
e x c e l l en c e , the H o l y  S p i r i t ,  a n d  then w i th s ome sp i r i tu a l  g i f t , i t  
i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h  t o  e q u i p  t h e  b e l i e v e r . T h e  
a c t u a l i z a t i on o f  the chu r c h  c ommun i ty h a p p e n s  a s : 

E v e r y  be l i e v e r  i s  e s ta b l i s hed i n  C h r i s t l i k e n e s s  w i th i n  and 
t h r o u g h  the u n i ty of the body ;  

T h e  b o d y i s  e d i f i e d w i t h i n  a n d t h r o u g h  t h e  a c t i v e 
p a r t i c i p a t i ng and ma t u r i ng o f  eve r y  be l i ev e r ; and  

E v e r y  b e l i e v e r  a n d t h e  e n t i r e b o d y  i s  e q u i p p e d  i n  
C h r i s t l i k e n e s s  f o r  m i n i s t r y , s o l i t a r i l y a nd i n  s o l i da r i ty ,  
' r e a c h i ng i n ' a nd ' r each i ng o u t ' , i n  wo r d  a nd i n  w o r k s . 

W i th o u t  the equ i pp i ng o f  the be l i ev e r  f o r  C h r i s t l i k e  i n v o l v e m e n t  
i n  m i n i s t r y , G o d ' s  i d e a l p l an f o r  H i s  p e o p l e  t o  r ep r e s e nt H im i n  
r e a c h i n g p e o p l e  w i l l  f a i .l  t o  b e  p r a c t i c e d . G o d ' s  p e o p l e  a r e  
s t r e n g th en ed in te r na l l y t h r o u g h  equ i pp i ng a nd t r a i n i ng to be G od ' s  
e x t e r n a l v i s i b l e  f o r ee i n  t h e  w o r l d . T h e y  a r e  e q u i pped f o r  the 
w o r k  o f  J e s u s - ce n te r ed m i n i � t ry and the b u i l d i n g up o f  the l o c a l  
c om m u n i t y o f  J e s u s  C hr i s t .  M i n i s te r  a r e  t o  br i ng f o r th , beg e t  and 
p r o d u c e m i n i s t e r s ;  t h a t ' s  G o d ' s  p l a n ! A f a i t h - e n c o u n t e r  w i t h 
C h r i s t  i s  n o t  t h e  d i p l om a  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  b a p t i sm i s  n o t  t h e  
d i p l om a  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  b o d y  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  n o t  the d i p l oma o f  
C hr i s t i a n i ty ;  t h e  f i l l i ng o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  i s  n o t  the d i p l om a  o f  
C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  t o n g u e s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  g i f t  i s  n o t  t h e  d i p l o m a  o f  
C h r i s t i a n i ty .  T h e  d i p l o m a  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y i s  a J e s u s - c e n t e r e d 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h G o d  a n d  H i s  p e o p l e  i n  c o n t i n u o u s  C h r i s t l i k e  
m i n i s t r y  a s  a n  equ i pped and equ i pp i ng m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  c o n t i nu a l l y  mak i ng a v a i l ab l e  u n t i l  d e a th a l l  that Je s u s  i s  
t o  eve r y  p e r s o n  e v e r y  m i n u t e . The equ i pp i n g o n e s  i n  t h e  bo d y , a s  
s ha r ed by P a u l , a r e : 

APO S T L E S  

Apo s t l e s im p l y  me a n s  me s s en g e r , envoy o r  emm i s s a ry . The 
u n i q u e n e s s  of  the f i r s t  a p o s t l e s  can n e v e r  be r ep e a ted ;  they 
w e r e  c h o s e n  by C h r i s t a nd we r e  the eyew i tn e s s e s of H i s  
m i n i s t ry a nd r e su r r ec t i on . T h e r e  c o u ld be n o  s ucces s o r s  i n  
the s e n s e  o f  be i ng a n  eyew i t ne s s  l i k e th e Twe l ve o r  P a u l  n o r  
i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  apo s to l i c  s u c c e s s i on ,  b u t  the r e  wa s the 
a po s t l e  i n  the Gen t i l e  c h u r c h  s e n s e - - a  f ou n d a t i on- l a y i ng 
p r e a ch e r  o f  the g o s pe l  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  a chu r ch f o u nd e r  
p o s se s s i ng the a u t ho r i ty o f  Je s u s  C hr i s t , a n d  a commun i ty o f  
f a i th bu i l d e r  a s  a n  amba s s a d o r  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  Apo s t l e  i s  
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used by Paul in thi s  final unl imited sens e , the c on t i nuing o f  
Jesus as initiator s and leaders o f  the whole church . 

PROPHETS 

A proph e t  i s  one who sp e ak s  f o r th or speak s for another . 
A l though the r o l e  o f  proph e t  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y f o r  e v e r y  
be l iever , " it i s  primarily ��enti fied with certain leaders who 
exercise it as a mi nistry . "  

The true p r oph e t i c me s s a g e  has  two s i d e s  wh i ch belong 
indi s solubly toge ther : it is p r o c lamation of s a lvat i o n  
a n d  p r o c l ama t i on o f  c ond emna t i on . The r e  a r e  p r o found 
reasons for this : grace and j udgment belong together . So , 
Je sus , too , announced not only the g r a c i ou s  dawn o f  the 
time of salvation ,  but a l so the catastrophe that precede s 
i t s  fu l l  r e l evat i on . The good nES'if i s  announced in the 
final respite be fore the j udgment . 

P r o ph e t  a s  u s e d b y  P a u l  i s  t h e  t h e  s e n s e  o f  J e s u s ' 
fortht e l l ing o f  God ' s  pre s s ing nearne� f  and the i naguration o f  
Hi s wor l d -wi de kindgom and dominion ; the prophet ' s  mini stry 
i s  d e s c r i bed as e xhor t a t i on , e d i f i c a t i on , c o n s o l at ion a n d  
admo n i t ion a s  God reveal s  Hims e l f  ' right now ' to the believer 
and/or to the c ommunity of bel iever s ;  the p ro c l ama t i on is  i n  
compl ete harmony with the once for a l l  de l ivered Word . 

EVANGELI STS 

An evange l i s t  is a person who proc laims the good news . 

C h r i s t i a n s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  o n e  G o d , g o o d , l o v i n g  a n d  
upr i ght , w a s  the creator o f  the whol e  wor ld ; that he had 
d i s c l o s ed H ims e l f  p e r s o n a l l y i n  J e s u s  o f  N a z a r e th , 
thr o ugh who s e  de ath and re surrection a new relationship 
with God was availab l e  for a l l  men who wi shed to have it ; 
and that his  Spirit wa s ava i l a b l e  to e n t e r  human l i ve s 
and morally trans form them from within , whi le at the same 
t i m e  b i n d i n g  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  t o g e t h e r  i n  a · l o v i n g  
fe l lowship to whi ch there was no para l l e l s  i n  a n t iquity . 
Mor e ove r , i t  wa s s e en to be the task of every member o f  
th i s  f e l l owsh ip � d o  a l l  i n  h i s  power t o  s p r e a d  t h e 
gospe l to other s .  

The evang e l i st also proclaimed the truth and re l evancy of 
this  mes sage in wQ}f- , i n  p ower , i n  the Ho ly S p i r i t  and w i th 
fu l l  convi c t i o n . L i k e  Jesus , the connection between bel i e f 
and behaviour gave incredible per suasive power a nd credibi l i ty 
to the word of God through the evang e l i s t ; a ho l y  qu a l ity o f  
l i fe and l ip was inseparable with e f fective evange l i sm .  
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S H E P H E RD S  

A sheph e r d  i s  one  w h o  t a k e s  c a r e  o f  G o d ' s  p e o p l e . E v e r y  
b e l i e v e r  h a s  the o pp o r t u n t i ty and r es p o n s i b i l i ty t o  take c a r e  
o f  o t h e r  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  b o d y . I n  a n o t h e r  s e n s e  i t  i s  a 
p r i m a r y  f u n c t i on o f  the chur ch comm u n i ty th r ough the shephe r d  
f u n c t i o n t o  r e l a t e t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G o d  a s  a s h e p h e r d  i n  
f r e e i n g p e o p l e  f r om o p p r e s s�� e i s o l a t i on a n d  g a the r i ng them 
toge ther as the f l o c k  of God . S he ph e r d s  a r e  peo p l e - ce n t e r e d 
a n d  p o u r  o u t  the i r  a t ten t i on a nd l ove o n  o ther s ;  the v o l u n t a r y  
l a y i n g d o w n  o f  t h e  l i f e o f  t h e  s h e p h e r d  m a k e s  t h i s  u n i q u e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th G od ' s  p e o p l e  p o s s i b l e . The g e n t l e  a nd tender  
c a r i n g

5
� f G o d ' s  p e o p l e  by the s h e p h e r d  i s  a s  i t  w a s  w i t h 

J e sus : 

1 .  A t r u e  shephe r d  w i l l  be i nv o l ved i n  the p r o ce s s  o f  
b r i ng i ng l i fe t o  n ew s h e ep ( 1 0 : 9 ,  2 8 ) ; 

2 .  A t r u e s h e p h e r d  i s  i n vo l ved i n  f eed i ng the sheep 
( 1 0 : 9 ) ; 

3 .  A t r u e  s h e ph e r d  w a n t s  t h e  s h e e p  t o  b e  h e a l t hy , 
happy a nd s t r ong ( 1 0 : 10 ) ; 

4 .  A t r u e  sheph e r d  i s  w i l l i n g t o  d i e  f o r  t h e  s h e e p  
( 1 0 : 1 1 ) ; 

5 .  A t r u e  s h ephe r d  i s  i n t i ma t e l y  acqu a i nted w i th the 
s he ep ( 1 0 : 1 2 ) ; 

6 .  A t r u e  s h e p h e r d  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  b y  t h e  s h e e p  
( 1 0 : 14 ) ; 

7 .  A t r u e s h e p h e r d  s p e a k s o f t e n  w i t h t h e  s h e e p  
( 1 0 : 1 4 ) ; 

8 .  A t r ue sheph e r d  i s  conce r n e d  th a t  t h e  s h e e p  l o v e  
one  a n o ther  ( 1 0 : 1 6 ) ; 

9 .  A t r u e  s h e p h e r d  i s  l o o k i n g f o r  t h e  d a n g e r s  th a t  
c o u l d  h a rm t h e  sheep ( 1 0 : 16 ) ; 

1 0 . A t r u e  sheph e r d  i s  c o n c e r ned a b o u t  the futur e and 
s e c u r i ty o f  the sheep ( 1 0 : 2 7 - 2 8 ) ; a nd 

1 1 . A t r u e  shephe r d  a l ways  l e a d s  the sheep ( 1 0 : 2 7 ) . 

TEACHERS  

A teacher  is  a pe r s o n  wh o s h a r e s  t h o r o u g h l y  a c q u i r e a b l e  
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  t h r o u g h  r e p e a t e d  a c t i v i t y a n d i n  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h o n e  o r  m o r e  p u p i l s . A l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
c h u r c h a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  t e a c h e r s  i n  the l a r g e r  s e n s e , bu t 
w i th i n  the body i t  i s  the t e a c h e r ' s  r i g h t  a n d  d u ty t o  t e a c h . 
I t  i s  t h e  t e a c h e r  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h l e a r n e r s  w h o s e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i ty i s  t o  h a n d  d o w n  f i x e d  k n o w l e d g e a s  we l l  a s  
b r i n g p e o p l e  t o  C h r i s t t h r o ugh the W o r d , s t r e n g then peop l e ' s  
f a i th ,  and n u r t u r e  a n d  l e a d  be l i ev e r s  i n  ma tu r i ty .  L i ke J e s u s , 
tea che r s  s h a r e  f a c t s  o f  k n ow l e d g e  t o  b e  k n o wn a nd f a c t s  o f  
l i f e t o  b e  e x p e r i e n c e d ;  e i t h e r  w i t h o u t  t h e  o t h e r  vo i d s  the 
t e a ch e r - l ea r ne r  r e l a t i on sh i p .  
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T h e s e  sphe r e s  o f  m i n i s t r y  i de n t i f i ed may a n swer  t h e  c r y  t o  g e t  
b a c k  t o  the New Tes tam en t  chu r ch .  They s h o u l d  be r e c og n i z ed a s  the 
f r u i t  bea r i ng c omm un i ty of the f i r s t  c e n t u r y  i n  m i n i s t r y  but n e v e r  
r i g i d l y i m p o s e d  a s  G o d ' s  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  m i n i s t r y . C e r t a i n  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t i 3� m i n i s tr y  f o r eve r f r e e  t h e  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t  
f r om s t r i c t  r i g i d i ty :  

1 .  No d i s t i nc t i on i n  m i n i s t r y  
T h e N e w  T e s t a m e n t  c h u r c h  d o e s  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h i n  f o r m , 
l a ng u a g e , o r  t h e o r y  b e tween c l e rg y  a nd l a i ty .  

2 .  N o  d i v i s i o n i n  m i n i s t r y  
T hey we r e  a l l  equa l  e x t e n s i on s  o f  J e s u s  i n  s p a c e  a nd t ime , men 
a nd women a l i ke .  

3 .  N o  d o m i na n c e  i n  m i n i s t r y  
T h e  e a r l y  c h u r ch f u nc t i o ned u n d e r  a p l u r a l i ty o f  l ea d e r s h i p . 

4 .  N o  u n i f o rm mode l s  o f  m i n i s t r y  
The m od e l s  o f  m i n i s t ry i n  the N ew T e s t a m e n t  a r e  f l e x i b l e  a n d  
ve r sa t i l e . 

5 .  N o  h i e r a r ch i ca l  s t r uc t u r e  i n  m i n i s t r y  
S u bm i s s i o n t o  C h r i s t  a nd i n t e r - s u bm i s s i o n  t o  e a ch other  i n  
C hr i s t i s  the c l e a r  emph a s i s  o f  the N e w  T e s t a me n t  c o n c e r n i n g 
l e ade r sh i p a nd a u th o r i ty .  

6 .  N o  s o l i t a ry l e a d e r s  i n  m i n i s t r y  
The r e  we r e  c r e a t i ve a nd g i f t ed m i n i s t e r s  l i ke P a u l  who mad e  a n  
u n b e l i e v e a b l e  c o nt r i bu t i on th r o ug h  the H o l y  S pi r i t ,  but the r e  
i s  n e v e r . the s l i gh t e s t  h i n t o f  a s o l i ta ry l ea d e r  m i n i s te �  l i ke 
J e su s . The N e w  T e s t ame n t  m o d e l i s  s h a r ed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n  
m i n i s t r y . 

7 .  N o  m i n i s t r i e s  m o r e  h i g h l y  appr oved than  o th e r s  
T h e r e  e x i s t e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  l o c a l a n d  
i t i n e r a n t  m i n i s t e r s  b u t o n e  m i n i s t r y  w a s n o t  m o r e  h i g h l y 
a cc l a imed than  a n o ther . 

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e  c r e a t i v e a n d  g i f t e d  l e a d e r s  i n  the e a r l y 
chu r ch , the r e  w a s  a n  a b s e n c e  o f  s t a t u s  s e e k e r s .  T h e  s h a r i n g o f  
m i n i s t r y  a n d  a u t h o r i ty i n  the ea r l y chu r ch a s  o n e  i n  Chr i s t  gave 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  to  the b e l i e v e r  a nd f o r c e f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y o f  
be l i ev e r s  i n  a g a p e - ac t i o n ; a l l  o f  the ma ny i nd i v i du a l pa r ts o f  the 
b od y  w o r k ed t o g e t h e r  a s  the body o f  C h r i s t .  F o r  God there was n o  
s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  w i t n e s s  a n d m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  r a n k  a n d f i l e 
b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ;  t o g e t h e r  a s  H i s  
S p i r i t - b a p t i z e d  c o m m u n i t y t h e y  f i l l e d t h e i r  w o r l d w i t h H i s  
p r e s ence . 

T h e f i v e s p h e r e s  o f  m i n i s t r y , a s  l i s t e d  b y  P a u l , a r e  t h e  
p r ima r y  f u n ct i o n s  e n a b l i n g t h e  l o c a l  c omm u n i t y o f  b e l i e v e r s  t o  
e q u i p  a n d t r a i n  b e l i e v e r s  i n  J e s u s - c e n t e r e d l i f e s ty l e s , i n  
J e s u s - c e n t e r ed c omm u n i t y ,  i n  J e s u s - c e n t e r e d m i n i s t r y . E a c h 
f u n c t i o n w a s v i s i b l e i n  t h e  l i f e a n d  m i n s t r y o f  J e s u s  a n d  w a s 
i n t e n d ed t o  b e  m o d e l ed a nd p a t t e r n e d  a f te r  H i m . T h e s e  sp i r i tua l 
t r a i n e r s  g u i de and equ i p  the l o c a l chu r c h  c o mm u n i t y o f  be l i e v e r s  
as : 
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A p o s t l e s p r o v i d i n g  s p i r i t u a l  d e s i g n f o r  t h e  b o d y  o f  
b e l i ev e r s  thr ough v i s i on and a c t i on ; a p r i m a r y  m i n i s t r y  i n  the 
m a t u r e  o v e r s i g h t  o f  p l a n t i n g , g r o w i n g a n d r e n e w i n g  o f  
chu r che s . 

P r o p h e t s  g i v i n g  s p i r i t u a l d i r e c t i o n t o  t h e  b o d y  o f  
b e l i ev e r s  thr ough i mme d i a t e e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  e t e r n a l  a nd t h e  
p r o f i t a b l e ; a p r i m a r y m i n i s t r y  t h a t ' o i l s ' t h e  c o r p o r a t e 
o r g a n i sm a s  we l l  a s  the i nd i v i d u a l  b e l i ev e r  w i th the ano i n t i ng 
o f  the H o l y  S p i r i t .  

E v a n g e l i s t s  e n c o u r a g i n g s p i r i t u a l d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  
u n be l i e v e r s  a nd / o r  u n c h u r c h e d  w i t h a n  a c c e pt ed f r i end l i n e s s  
f o c u s i n g o n  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ( s )  f u t u r e  a n d  f a i t h ;  a p r i m a r y 
m i n i s t r y  i n  c u l t i v a t i n g t h e  s o i l , s o w i n g t h e  s e e d  a n d  
h a r ve s t i n g  the c r op . 

S he ph e r d s  bu i ld i ng s p i r i tu a l  d e t e rm i na t i on i n  t h e  b o d y  o f  
b e l i e v e r s  b y  c a r i n g a nd c h a l l e n g i n g ;  a p r i ma r y m i n i s t ry o f  
t e nd i ng and feed i ng God ' s  peop l e . 

T e a ch e r s p r o v i d i n g s p i r i t ua l d e p th th r ou g h  e x p l a nat i o n  and 
e x a mp l e ;  a p r i m a r y  m i n i s t r y  o f  i n f o r ma t i o n a b o u t  G o d  a n d  
f o r ma t i on o f  God - c e n t er ed l i f e s t y l e s . 

D I AG RA M  4 . 7 : P R I MA RY F U N C T I O N S  I N  E Q U I P P I N G F O R  J E S U S -C E N T E R E D  
M I N I S T RY 

A PO S T L E S  

PROPH ET S  

S H E P H ERD S  EVANG E L I S T S  

TEAC H E R S  
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CHAPTER FIVE 

EVANGEL I ZED 

L o v e u n l i m i t e d  t y p l i f i e d t h e  e a r l y be l i e v e r s . C o u l d  t h e y  
p o s s i b l y  l o v e G o d  e n o u g h ? C o u l d t h e y p o s s i b l y  l o v e  t h e i r  
n o n - b e l i e v i n g n e i g h b o r s  e n o u g h ? N o , a l o n e  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t , b u t 
t o g e t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  J e s u s  t h e y  c o u l d . And they d id !  
The i r l ove h a d  bee n  c o n v e r ted ; f o r  them a c o n v e r s i o n t h a t  d i d n ' t 
c o n v e r t  t h e i r  b a s i c  l o v e  w a s  l e s s  t h a n  C h r i s t i a n c o n v e r s i o n . 
T h e i r  l o v e  b e c am e  a f i r e t h a t w a s u n q u e n b h a b l e , u n s t o p p a b l e , 
u n b e l i e v a b l e ,  u n � i m i t e d .  G o d  h a d  r e v e a l e d H i s  l o v e  i n  a n  
i n c r e d i b l e  and i m p o s s i b l e  w a y - - a t  t h e  c r o s s . T h e  c r o s s  w a s  the 
u l t i m a t e  i n  l o v e  a nd o p e n e d  the p o s s i b i l i ty o f  u n l i m i t e d  l o v e  
t h r o u g h  peop l e - - i t  b r o k e  them up , i t  b r o k e  them d o w n , i t  r e p a i r e d  
t h em , i t  r e s t o r ed t h e m , i t  m a d e  t h em o v e r , i t  r ed eemed them i n  
l ove . T h o s e  ea r l y be l i e v e r s l oved w i th the l o v e  o f  J e s u s -- i t  co u l d  
b e  n o  o th e r  way . 

' A s they h a d  b e e n e v a n g e l i z e d , n o w  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  E V A N G E L I Z E  
( v e r b ) - - t o p r o c l a im the g o s pe l . They we r e  n o  l o n g e r  specta t o r s  i n  
the i r  u n l o ve d  a n d  u n l o v i ng n e i g h b o r h o o d s , b u t w e r e  e n g a g ed w i t h 
C h r i s t  i n  E V A N G E L I S M ( n o u n ) - - t o  p r o c l a i m t h e  g o s pe l . They we r e  
C h r i s t l i k e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  E V A N G E L I Z A T I O N ( n o u n ) - - t h e  a c t  o f  
p r oc l a im i ng the g o spe l . E a ch o f  them l i v ed t he C h r i s t l i ke r o l e  and 
s o me t h r o u g h  s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s  w e r e  k n own a s  EVANG E L I S T ( no u n ) -- a  
p e r s o n  w h o  p r o c l a i m s  t h e  g o s p e l i n  e x p e c t a t i o n o f  a pe r s o n ( s )  
r e c e i v i n g  s a l v a t i o n t h r o u g h  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  I n d i v i d u a l l y a n d  
c o - o p e r a t i v e l y  a s  t h e  c h u r ch c omm u n i ty t h e y  w e r e  E V A N G E L I S T I C  
( ad j e c t i ve ) - - r e fe r s  t o  a n y t h i ng r e l a ted t o  the p r o c l ama t i on o f  the 
g o s p e l . T h e  wo r ld k new them as EVAN G E L I CAL ( ad j ec t i ve ) - - r e f e r s  t o  
per s o n s  o r  chu r c h e s  wh o p r o c l a im t h e  g o s p e l , e s p e c i � l l y t o  t h o s e  
w h o  t a k e  a t h e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n o n  t h e  s u b j e c t . '  T h ey t a l k e d  
l i t t l e  a b o u t t h e  s u b j e c t ; l i k e  C h r i s t  t h e y  a c t i v e l y  we r e  d o i ng 
s ometh i ng a b o u t  i t .  The i r  l ove had been c o n v e r t e d  a n d  l i k e J e s u s  
they l i ved a nd l on g ed f o r  th i s  c o n ve r s i o n  o f  l ove i n  pe op le-- the i r  
f am i l i e s , the i r  n e i gh bo r s , the i r  c i t i e s , the i r  w o r l d . 

T h e  e a r l y C h r i s t i a n , l i k e C h r i s t ,  w a s u np r ed i c t a b l e  i n  wo r d s  
a nd a c t i v i ty ;  wh a t  w a s  p r ed i c t a b l e  wa s the i r  mo t i va t i o n - - the l o v e  
o f  God a s  demon s t r a ted b y  J e s u s  o n  the c r o s s : 
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1 .  L i k e J e s u s , t hey dem o n s t r a ted L I FE U NL I M I T ED . 
T h e  s c r i p t u r e s  o f  G o d  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  God we r e  insep ar ab l e  
a nd t o t a l l y l i nked w i t h  t h e i r  e t e r n a l  f u t u r e . F o r  t hem l i f e 
w a s n e i t h e r  a l e g a l i s t �c d i s p l a y  n o r  a thea t r i ca l  per formance 
a s  m i s t a k e n by s o m e . T h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d  c a m e  f r o m t h e  
s c r i p t u r e s  o f  God and the s c r i p t u r e s  o f  God gave b i r th to the 
power of God . 

D I AG RAM 5 . 1 :  L I FE U N L I M I TED 

L EGAL I S T I C  � r:> T H E A T R I CAL 

2 .  L i ke J e s u s ,  they sh a r ed LOVE U N L I M I T E D . 
I nd i v i d ua l l y  a s  one i n  C h r i s t a nd c o r p o r a t e l y i n  o n e n e s s  i n  
C h r i s t  t h e y  pe�e t r a ted the i r  wor ld a s  s a l t  and l i g h t  wi th the 
l o ve o f  C h r i s t .  

3 .  L i ke J e su s , they r eached o u t  to  N E E D S  UNL I M I T ED .
5 

W h e t h e r  r e a c h i n g o u t  t o  n e e d s  i n  b r i n g i n g  p e o p l e  t o  a 
f a i t h - e n c o u n te r  o r  bey ond the needs  wh i ch br ough t people i n t o  
a t r u s t- r e l a t i o n s h i p  toward o th e r  c l u s t e r s  o f  n e ed s , the e a r l y  
b e l i e v e r s  m i n i s t e r e d t o  p e o p l e - - t h e  b e l i e v e r s a n d  t h e  
n o n be l i eve r s - - a nd the i r  c on t i nu o u s  n e ed s . ( S ee D I AG RAM 5 . 2 . )  

4 .  L i k e  J e s u s , they p r o c l a imed a ME S SAG E  UNL I M I T E D . 

The C h r i s t i an g o s p e l  w a s  i n te n ded f or a l l  m e n  e verywh e r e . 
The ea r l y C hr i s t i a n s  had n o  h e s i ta t i o n s  o n  tha t po i n t : i t  
w a s t h e  a g r e e d  s t a r t i n g p o i n t f o r  m i s s i o n .  T h e  v e r y  
n a t u r e  o f  God dema n d s a u n i v e r s a l  m i s s i o n ;  i f  the r e  i s  
b u t  o n e  G od , w h o s e  w i l l f o r  a l l m e n  i s  t h a t  they s h o u ld 
b e  saved , then t h e  p r e a ch i ng m u s t  b e  w o r l d w i d e . I f  t h i s  
s u p r e m e  G od h a s  r e v e a l ed h i m s e l f  u n i q u e l y  i n  J e s u s  o f  
N a z a r e t h , a n d  i n  h i m  h a s  a c t e d  d e c i s i v e l y f o r m a n ' s  
r e d e mp t i o n ,  then the n ews o f  th i s  g r e a t e s t  o f  a l l  e v e n t s  
mus t b e  spr e ad f a r  a n d  w i de . T h e  na t u r e  o f  t h e  g o s p e l n o  
l e s s  t h a n  t h e  n a t u r e  f f G o d i n v o l v e s  t h e  C h u r c h i n  a 
m i s s i on t o  a l l  m a n k i nd .  

The f i r s t  g e ne r a t i on o f  the e a r l y chu r ch w a s  b o t h  t h e  me s s a g e  
and the med i u m  f o r  tha t m e s s a g e . 
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D IAGRAM 5 . 2 :  NEED -CENTERED REACHING 

Man's Need God's Solution 
Self Actualization A frustration 

emptiness 
uselessness 
boredom 

Self Actualization 
satisfaction 
completeness 
usefulness 

Self Actualization 

lack of fulfillment 

Self Esteem 
guilt 
failure 
inadequacy 
embarrassment 
lack of recognition 

Love/ Affection 

Needs 

loneliness L d Aff t• lack of appreciation 
ove an ec ton 

rejection Needs 
isolation 
dejection 

Safety/Security 
threatened 
insecurity 
anxiety 
fear 

Physiological 
hunger 
thirst 
weakness 
tiredness 
sickness 
pain 

Safety and Security 
Needs 

Physiological 
Needs 

purpose 
fulfillment 

Self Esteem 
forgiveness 
success 
achievement 
confidence 
recognition 

Love/ Affection 
companionship 
appreciation 
acceptance 
inclusion 
intimacy 

Safety /Security 
safety 
security 
peace of mind 
assurance 

Physiological 
food 
drink 
strength 
rest 
health 
comfort 

5 .  Like Jesus , they min i st ered in TRANS ITIONS UNLIMITED . 7 
The Lord o f  the e a r l y  be l i e v e r  w a s  the Lord o f  all  of l i fe .  
The i r  ' l i f e and l ip ' me s s a g e  o f  God ' s  l o v e  and c a r ing w a s 
s h a r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s i gn i f i c a n t  t r an s i t i o n s  o f  changes and 
c r i s e s  wh i ch p e op l e  e xp e r i e n c e . The i r  God and g o s p e l w e r e  
c r e a t i v e l y r e l e v a n t  f o r  e v e r y  p e r s o n i n  t h e  total  l i f e 
e xperience . 
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D IAGRAM 5 . 3 :  TRANS I T IONS AND STRESS 

DEATH O F  SPOUSE 
1 00  

DIVORCE 
13 

MARITAL SEPARATION 
65 

JAIL TERM 
63 

DEATH OF CLOSE FAMILY MEMBER 
63 

53 
PERSONAL INJURY OR ILLNESS 

MARRIAGE 
50 

FIRED FROM WORK 
47 

MARITAL RECONCILIATION 
45 

REPREMENT 
45 

CHANGE IN FAMILY MEMBER'S HEALTH 
44 

PREGNANCY 
40 

SEX DIFFICULTIES 
39 

ADDITION TO FAMILY 39 
39 

BUSINESS READJUSTMENT 

CHANGE IN FINANCIAL STATUS 
38 

DEATH OF CLOSE FRIEND 
37 

CHANGE IN NUMBER OF MARITAL ARGUMENTS 3S 
MORTGAGE OR LOAN OVER S10.000 

31 
FORECLOSURE OF MORTGAGE OR LOAN 30 

CHANGE IN WORK RESPONSIBILITIES 
29 

SON OR DAUGHTER LEAVING HOME 
29 

TROUBLE WITH IN·LAWS 
29 

OUTSTANDING PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT 
28 

SPOUSE STARTS WORK 
26 

STARTING OR FINISHING SCHOOL 
26 

CHANGE I 'I LIVING CONDITIONS 
' 25  

REVISION OF PERSONAL HABITS 
24 
TROUBLE WITH BOSS 
23 

CHANGE IN WORK HOURS CONDITION� 
20 

CHA"lGE IN RE S!DENCE. 
20 

CHANG< IN SCHOOLS 
20 

CHANGE IN RECREATIO"lAL HA81To 
19 

CHANGE IN SOCIAL ACTIVI T IES 
18 

MORTGAGE OR LOAN UNDER $10 000 
1 8  

EA�STER SEA50"< 
1 7  

CHANGE I N  SLEEPING HA8tT�' 
16 

CHA.NGE H� NUMBfA or= 1=AM1LY ("Jt. Tio-iFq1h!G� 
15 

VACAT10f'l.: 
1 3  

CHRISTMAS SEASON 
1 2  

MINOR VIOLATION O F  THl L'•W 
1 1  

6 .  Like Jesus , they harve s t ed FRu rr UNL IMI TED . 
The early harve s t e r s  o f  th e Lord produ c ed sp i r i t u a l  fr u i t . 
Their greater works yie lded fruit in qua l ity of Chr i s tlikenes s  
and quantity of Chr i s t l ikene s s . 

not c ompo s ed o f  
the pr i v i l e g e ,  

o f  J e s u s -- th e  

F o r t h e  e a r l y  Chr i s t i a n s , th e ir wor l d  w a s  
prospects  but with peop l e  whom God had g i v e n  them 
r e s p on s ib i l i ty and n a t u r e  to love w i th the l ove 
unl imited love of the cross . 
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T H E  L O RD W A S  A D D I N G T O  T H E I R N U M B E R  D AY B Y  D A Y  T H O S E  WH O WE R E  
B E I NG SAVED ( AC T S  2 : 4 7 B ) 

" And the  L o r d  w a s  a�d i ng t o  the i r  numb e r  d a y  b y  d a y  t h o s e  w h o  
w e r e  b e i n g s a v e d . "  I m a g \�e J e r u s a l e m w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
t w e n t y - f i v e - t h o u s a n d a d u l t s  a n d  t h e  L o r d  a d d i n g f r o m t h a t  
p o p u l a t i o n t o  t h e  c h u r ch c o n g r e g a t i o n n e w  c o n v e r t s  d a i l y ;  i f  
J er u s a l em hadn ' t  bee n  s a tu r a ted w i th the me s s a g e  o f  t h e  s a l v a t i o n 
o f  Y a hweh t h r ough the c r u c i f i ed c r i m i na l  n amed J e s u s , i t  wou l d  be . 
G o d  u s e d  b o t h  the pub l i c  w i tne s s  and the  p r i va t e  w i t ne s s  to r e a ch 
p e o p l e . U n d o u b t ed l y  the f am i l y t r ee o f  d a i l y c o n v e r ts g r ew l a r g e l y  
o u t  o f  t h e  f am i l y  t r ee o f  r e l a t i on s h i p s - - i t  wa s t h r ough the web o f  
r o u t i ne r e l a t i o n s h i ps t h a t  G od s ha r ed a nd d emo n s t r a ted the mes sa g e  
o f  f a i th 1 1

T h e  w i t n e s s  a b o u t  J e s u s  w a s  h e a r d  b y  p e o p l e
1

� n o w n  a nd 
t r u s t e d  - - f r i e n d s , e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y ,  a s s o c i a t e s . T h e  N e w  
Te s t am e n t  r e f e r s  t o  th i s  n a tu r a l  ne two r k  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
a s  o i k o s - - a  p e r s o n ' s  s p h e r e  o f  i n f l ue n c e ; a p e r s o n ' s  e s tab l i s hed 
s oc i a l  s y s t em ;  a pe r s o n ' s  h o u s e h o l d ; a p e r s o n ' s  l i f e r e l a t i on s h i p s  
o f : 

Commo n  k i n s h i p- - the l a r g e r  fami l y ;  
C ommo n  f r i en d s h i p -- f r i e n d s  and n e i g h bo r s  
C ommo n a s s oc i a te s -- spec i a l  i n t e r e s t s , wo r k  and r e c r e a t i on . 

T h i s  n a t u r a l  w e b  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e c a m e  t h e  c o mm u n i c a t i o n 
n e tw o r k s  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  b e l i e v e r s .  W i th two 1�u nd r ed - f i f ty a s  the 
a c c e p t a b l e  a v e r a g e  w eb o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s , G o d  u n d o u b t ed l y 
p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  J e r u s a l em p o p u l a t i o n seve r a l  t i me s  over  w i th th e 
m e s s a g e  o f  J e s u s , ' be s a v e d ' ;  a n d  t h e y  w e r e ! T h e  c h u r c h g r e w 
p h e n ome n a l l y !  The ch u r ch i n  pub l i c  and i n  g r ou p s  wa s tog e th e r  day 
by day a nd the L o r d  a d d ed n ew c o n v e r t s d a y  by d a y . T h e  w e b s  o f  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e c a m e  n a t u r a l g r o u p  d i s c i p l e s h i p t l � i n i n g 
cen t e r s -- the n ew c o nv e r t  c o u ld c o n t i n u e  i n  h i s  o r  h e r  web ! 

D I AGRAM 5 . 4 :  WEB S  OF RELAT I ON S H I P S 
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No r w a s  invo lvement in Jesus-centered mi n i s try unu sual--it was 
the dynamic norm as the s e  new converts mod e l ed other b e l i e v e r s  i n  
th e i r  u n l imi t e d  l ov e , r e a c h i n g  i n  to e a ch oth e r  i n  Ch r i s t  a n d  
reaching out to those without Chr i st . 

I t ' s  unlikely the early church formed a committee on evange l i sm 
t o  pl a n  m a s s  e v a n g e l i s m c a m pa i g n s  o r  pe r s o n a l w i t n e s s i n g  
conference s .  I t ' s  even mor e  unl ikely that they5 sat down and worked 
out a plan to spr ead the m e s s ag e  o f  Ch r i s t . Wha t  h a ppened wa s 
tha t  the nat u r a l  n e two r k s ?g re lationships be came God ' s  strategy 
for every person evange l i sm :  

1 .  Webs were the natural way for the ch u r ch c ommun i t y  o f  
b e l i evers to grow . 

2 .  Webs didn ' t  require mas s  pub l i city campa i gn s . 
3 .  Webs w e r e  the most fru it ful way for peopl e  to be saved 

by the Lord . 
4 .  Webs provided a cons tant ly enlarging group of peopl e to 

share with . 
5 .  Webs and the r e c e pt i v e n e s s  o f  n o n - b e l i e ve r s  to the i r  

m e s s a g e  b r o u gh t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s a t i s f a c t i o n t o  be l i e ve r s  
i nvo lved i n  Je s u s - centered min i s try . 

6 .  Webs we r e  t r em e n dou s ly e f f e c t i v e  i n  a s s i m i l a t i n g , 
training and st imul at i ng the new convert . 

7 .  Webs tended to r each entire fami l i e s . 
8 .  Webs used e x i s ting soc i a l  relationships .  
9 . W e b s pr ov i de d  the e a r l y chur ch w i th th e cont i n u i n g  

pos s iblity o f  becoming a people-movement . 

F o r  th e e a r ly Ch r i s t i an i t  wa s po t e n t i a l  u n l i m i t e d ;  t h e i r  
pot e n t i a l  c o ngr egation through thei r  natural web o f  r e l ationships 
became their potential har v e s t  for th e i r  Lord . F o r  the Lor d  a n d  
the early be l i ever s ,  it was unl imited love and chur ch unlimited . 

JESUS -CENTERED EVANGEL I SM 

J e s u s - c e n t e r e d  e v a n g e l i s m i s  a show and te l l  proce s s ; for the 
b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  e a r l y c h u r ch e v a n g e l i s m w a s  t h e  n a t u r a l  
e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e s u l t  o f  J e s u s - c e n t e r e d  l i v e s  and l ips .  T h o s e  
harvested became the l abore r s  o f  the ha r v e s t ;  th o s e  found b e c ame 
th e s e a r ch e r s  o f  th e l o s t ; tho s e  saved became the s e ekers of the 
dying ; tho s e  won became the per suaders to those not yet convinced ; 
and those caught became the fishe r s  o f  a l l . I t  cou l d  b e  no o th e r  
way ; God ' s  l ove h a d  s o  i n f e c t e d  them that n o t  t o  s pr e ad th e i r  
i n fe c t i ou s  l i f e s ty l e s  w a s  i mpo s s ib l e . They wer e  ordinary people 
with a new and s upe rnatura l b r and of l ove ; they s impl y  took the 
i n i t i a t i ve to s h a r e  J e s u s  Chr i st in the power o f  the Holy S pi r i t  
and l e ft r9e r esults u p  to God a n d  themselves as comm u n i cato r s  o f  
His love . Ther e  wer e  r e s u lt s ; they reached peopl e . 

How did they reach peopl e ?  vfuat pr inciples did they fol l ow? 
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vVhat practical methods did they u s e ?  Were there ce rtain s teps that 
g u a r a n te e d  s u c c e s s ?  The i r  method undoubtedly was spontaneous and 
the d e f i n i t e  r e s u l t  o f  J e s u s - c e n t e r e d  l i f e s t y l e s . T h e  ' h ow 
evange l i sm actually happened ' varied but a spe c i f i c  proce s s  can be 
ident i f ied- -- in this  evange l i sm proce s s  the phases o f  c u ltivati�g , 
sowing and harvesting may or may not be fol l owed or emphasi zed . 

D IAGRru� 5 . 5 : THE EVANGELI SM PROCES S  

P HA S E  C P ERS U A S I ON 

P H A S E  B P ROCL AMAT I O N 

P HA S E A P R E S E N C E  

HARVE S T  CONVERS I ON 

S OW CONV I C T I O N 

CULT I VAT E  COMMU N I CAT I ON 

LORD 

L I P  

L I F E  

P e op l e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  f o r  e v a n g��i z at i on eme r g e  from natural 
webs of contact in the norm o f  l i fe : ( S e e  DIAG RAM 5 . 6 . ) 

From a variety of people contacts , spe c i fic per s ons or fami l ies 
are identi f��d spontaneou s l y  or strateg i c a l l y  for a ' per sonal plan 
of action ' :  

DIAGRAM 5 . 7 :  PERSONAL PLM� OF ACTI ON 

MY MOST WANTED L IST P R E SE NT PHASE I N  A R E AS O F  ACTION S T E P  OR DA H 
TH E PROCESS COMMON G R OUND SOC I A L  CONTACT NE f DE O  T O  U E  uONE 

(8Q. F amily, Work, Spons, ale.) TO D E V E LOP R E LA T I ONSHIP 

C"llinte liow H.,..ell 1 
1 .  0 0 0 0 ---------------- ----------------- ------------------ ---------

0 0 0 0 2. --------------- ----------------- ------------------- ---------
0 0 0 0 ). _______________ ----------------- ------------------ ---------

4 0 0 0 0 ---------------- ---------------- ------------------ ---------
0 0 0 0 5. ------------ -------------- ------------ -------

I will faithfully pray for the salva tion of the above people and will attemp t 

to reach them for Christ through my life and personal witness 

94 



D I AGRAM 5 . 6 :  P EO P L E  PO S S I B I L I TY S EARCH FORM 

CLOSE PERSONAL 
FRIENDS 

SERIOUS INJURY 
ACCIDENT OR 
ILLNESS 

RELATIVES 

CONTACTS IN 
ORGANIZATIONS , 
CHURCH, CLUBS 

VOCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATES 

1 .  C u l t i  v a t i  ng 

N EW  HOMES AtiD 
THOSE BUILDING 
OR BUYING 

CONTINUOUS 
SERVICE 
CONTACTS 

MARITAL--NEW, 
DEATH, 
SEPARATED ,  
DIVORCED 

EDUCATION 
AND 
SCHOOLMATES 

NEIGHBORS 
NEARBY A.ND 
DISTANT 

FANILY WITH 
A NEW BABY 

HOBBY, HUNTING , 
FISHING FRIENDS 

NEWCOMER TO 
THE COMNUNITY 

' E v a n g e l i z e d ' i s  d e f i n e d  a s  both the comm i t t i ng o f  one s e l f  to  
C h r i s t  a n d  t h e  u n i t i n g o f  o n e s e l f  t o  t h e  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t ,  
spec i f i c a l l y a l o c a l chu r ch i n  member sh i p -d i s c i p l e sh i p . The r e f o r e , 
b o th t h o s e  w i th o u t  a r e l a t i on s h i p  to J e s u s  C h r i s t o r  those w i t h o u t  
a r e l a t i on sh i p  w i th a l oc a l  chu r ch a r e  e l i g i b l e  to be evange l i zed . 

I n  the p r o c e s s  o f  e v a n g e l i sm ,  the t a r g e t  f o r  c u l t i va t i on i s  the 
' u n c h u r c h e d ' .  T h e  u n c h u r c h ed d r a w a p i c t u r e of the i r  r e a l  wo r l d 
f r om e xpe r i en ce s , a t t i tud e s , h u r t s , h o s t i l i t i e s a nd c o n v i c t i o n s . 
L i s t e n  t o  t h e  u n c h u r ched a s  they d e s c r i be them s e l ve s  f r om ' i n s i d e  
the i r  cu l tu r e ' a nd ' ou t si d e  t h e  chu r ch ' -- t en d i f fe r e n t  c a t e q_o r i e s  
o f  u n chu r ch ed n e s s  a r e  d e s c r i be d , s e ve r a l  w i th subca t eg o r i e s : � 1 
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T ype 1-- T H E  A N T I I N S T I TU T I ONAL I S T S  
T h e s e  d e f e c t e r s  f r o m  t h e  c h u r c h t h i n k o f  t h em s e l v e s  a s  
s o l i ta r y  C h r i s t i a n s , u n a f f i l i a t ed f e l l ow t r a v e l e r s ,  b e t t e r  
C h r i s t i a n s  o u t s i d e  than i n s i d e , the n o n c o n t am i na t ed and pu r e r . 
T h e y  f a u l t  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n , p o l i t i c s , d i s u n i ty ,  
d o c t r i ne s , empha s i s  and i r r e l eva ncy . A nd t h e y  d e f e c t  be c a u s e  
o f  t h e  p r e o c c u p a t i o n o f  t h e  c h u r ch w i t h i t s e l f  a nd i ts own 
s e l f -ma i n te n a n c e . 

T ype 2 - - T H E  BOX ED I N  
T h e s e  f r eedom f i g h t e r s d e s c r i b e t h e i r  c h u r c h e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  
o v e r l y c o n f i n i n g .  M o s t  o f  t h em h a v e  been c h u r ch membe r s  b u t  
h a ve l e f t  bec a u s e  the i r  l i ve s  we r e  r e s t r a i ne d , c o n t r o l l e d a n d  
w i t h o u t  r o o m t o  m o v e o r  b r e a t h e . S u b t y p e s  i n c l ud e : t h e  
C o n s t r a i n e d - - f e e l i n g t h e  f r e s h  a i r  o f  f r e e d om o u t s i d e  t h e  
c h u r c h ;  t h e  T hw a r t e d - - g r o w i n g b e y o nd the b o x ed - i n - n e s s  tha t 
p r e v e n t ed t h e i r  c o n t i n u ed g r o w t h  t o w a r d  m a t u r i t y ;  a n d  t h e  
I n d e p e n d e n t - - f i e r c e i n d i v i d u a l i s t s  w h o  w a n t  n o ne o f  t h e  
r e s t r a i n t s  o f  a pr i s o n  o r  s t r a i gh t j a c k e t . 

Type 3 -- T H E  B U RN ED OUT 
T h e s e  dead ba t te r i e s  have been  u t te r l y c o n s umed by the chu r ch ; 
they h a ve w o r k ed t o o  h a r d  a nd d i ed a t  the t a s k  w i th out e n e rg y ,  
r e s o u r c e s , t a l e n t s  o r  t i m e . T he y  a r e  t h e  U s e d - - a c t i v e a n d  
e x p l o i t ed , p a r t i c i p a t i n g a nd ma n i p u l a t ed , wea ry y e t  dema n ded 
o f - - a n d t h e  L i g h t  T r a v e l e r s - - th e  b a g g a g e  o f  t h o s e  e a r l i e r  
y e a r s  w a s  n e e d ed f o r  f am i l y ,  t o g e t he r n e s s  a nd v a l ues b u t  now 
tha t chu r ch i nv o lveme n t  i s  no  l o n g  d e s i r e a b l e  o r  needed . 

Type . 4- - T H E  FLOATERS  
T h e s e  bobb e r s  and  d r i f t e r s  s t a y ed on  the  s u r f a c e a nd n e v e r  
a n c h o r e d i n  a c h u r c h . T h e r e  w a s  n e v e r  m o r e  t h a n  f r i n g e  
m e m b e r s h i p ,  m a r g i n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n , o c c a s i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e , 
i n f r eq u e n t  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  and p e r i ph e r a l  i n vo l v eme n t . The r e  a r e  
b o t h  t h e  A p a t h e t i c - - l a c k i ng a ny d e e p  f ee l i ng s  f o r  the ch u r ch 
a n d i n s e n s i b l e  t o  c l a i m s  o r  l o y a l t i e s - - a n d t h e  
M a r g i n a l - - h a b i t u a l l y d r i f t i n g f o r m  c hu r ch t o  chur ch w i t h o u t  
e v e r  e s t a b l i s h i ng s t r o ng o r  mean i ng f u l  t i e s . 

Type 5 - - T H E  HEDON I S T S  
T h e s e  l e i s u r e- l ov e r s see the chu r ch a s  a n  i n t r ud e r  i n t o  t i m e  
t h a t  c a n  b e  s p e n t  m o r e  p r o f i t a b l y  o n  i n s t a n t  g r a t i f i ca t i on , 
w h e t h e r  p l e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  m o m e n t  o r  a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  
p l e a s u r e- s a t i s f y i n g a c t i v i t i e s . T h e s e  c om p u l s i v e  hed o n i s t s  
e x p l i c i ty o r  impl i c i t l y mak e  i t  k n ow n  tha t  the i r  f r e e  t i m e  i s  
l i f e ' s  g r e a t e s t  g o od a nd g o a l  a nd that  the chu r ch i s  v i ewed a s  
p o o r  compe t i t i on . 

Type 6 - - T H E  LOC K ED O U T  
T h e s e  u n w a n t e d b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h d o e s  n o t  wa n t  t h em 
i n s i de a nd h a s  c l os ed i t s d o o r s  a nd ba r r ed them f r om ente r i ng .  
T h e s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  R e j e c t e d - - h u r t  t h r o u g h  d i s a p p r o v a l , 
e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n , d i s o b e d i e n c e  t o  m o r a l  c o d e s  o r  s e l f  
i m pe r f e c t i o n s , r e a l o r  i m a g i n a r y - - t h e  N e g l e c t e d - - f e e l i n g 
s l i g h t ed , o v e r l o o k ed , d i s r e g a r d ed , f o r g o t t e n  a n d  l o s t  as a 
m i n o r i t y b e c a u s e  o f  o v e r t a c t s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h - - a n d  t h e  
D I S C R I M I N A T ED - - spec i f i ca l l y c i t i ng d e l i be r a te p r e j ud i ced a c t s  
o f  the chu r ch to f r e e z e  o u t , snub and ope n l y  e x c l ud e  them . 
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Type 7 --THE NOMADS 
T h e s e  w a n d e r e r s  f e e l  they a r e  s t r a n g e r s  to th e r e l i g i o u s  
communities they find along their m i g r atory t r a i l . These a r e  
th e rove r s  o f  Ame r i c a n  s oci ety with no fixed abode . I n  thei r  
pursuit of a better l i fe o r  upward mobil ity, they h a v e  be c ome 
c a s u a l  in th eir relationships and often feel in virtual e x i l e  
with a community o r  in th e i r  l ong p a s t  mea n i n g f u l  r e l i g i ou s  
pre ference . 

Type 8--THE PILGRIMS 
T h e s e  ado l e s c e n t s  a r e  a l way s on a ideological journey toward 
final or ultimate truth but they ne ver a r r i ve . Th e i r  c e n t r a l 
cha r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  t e n t a t ivenes s ; they fear permanent clos ure 
and expect to be toler a t e d  by o th e r s  for the i r  own un formed 
be l i e fs , meanings and va l ues . 

Type 9--THE PUBLI CANS 
Th e s e  hal f -he a r t e d  per c e i v e tho s e  within the chu r ch to be 
hal f-hearted--hypocrite s ,  phonie s ,  per sons l iving double l ives 
between pr o f e s s i o n  and per forma n c e , fak e r s  and s c anda l o u s .  
The ir s e l f- image is that of the publican--unable to measure up 
but at least honest enough to stay out . 

Type 1 0--THE TRUE UNBELIVERS 
T h e s e  evad e r s  to th e chu r ch are  out s i de ; the i r  a c t  may be 
d e l i b e r a t e o r  u n c o n s c i o u s . T h e y  a r e : t h e  
At h e i s t s -Ag n o s t i c s - - de ny i ng th e e x i s te n c e  o f  any u l ti ma t e  
real ity or God or hold ing that i t ' s unknown or u nk nownab l e ; 
the Di e s ts -Rationalists --basing their theology on human reason 
r a t h e r  t h a n  s u p e r n a t u r a l  r e v e l a t i o n ; a n d  t h e  
Humani sts-Secu larists--embr acing wor ldine s s  and r e a son as the 
pathway to dign ity and worth . 

Tha t de s c r i b e s  u n ch u r ch e d  ne i ghbor s - -who th ey a r e  and why they 
s tay away l And y e t  o u t  o f  thaSt;oi l  God h a s  and i s  bu i l d i n g  a 
powe r fu l  community of be l i evers . 

D I AG RAM 5 . 8 :  HOW MANY ARE C H R I S T I AN S ?  

4 , 781 , 123, 975 
WORLD POPULATION : 
Bow many are Christians? 

Christians 
1 , 548, 592, 187 

67 . 6\ 
Non-Christians 
3, 232, 531, 788 
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U . s . A .  POPULATIOH : 
How many are Christians? 



The secret to reaching th e unch ur ched i s  cu l t i va t i on thr o u gh 
f r i e n d sh i p  and tru st . The importance of fri endship in the process  
o f  becoming a be l iever was shown in a re search study whi ch . . .  

ident i f i ed two hundred f o r ty ( 2 40 ) n ew Chr i s t i ans p r e s e n t l y  
a c t i v e  a n d  invo l v e d  i n  the i r  churches . In  add ition , a second 
group of 240 peop l e  were ident i f i ed who could be c l as s i fied as  
" dr op-outs " ( th e y  had ma de a re c e nt d e c i s i on but had s i n c e  
l a p s ed i n to i na c t i v i ty ) . A th i r d  g r oup o f  2 40 p e op l e  we r e  
identi fied who had bee n  pre s ented wi th the Gospe l mes sage , but 
h a d  cho s e n  not to make a p o s i t i ve d e c i s i on . I n  i n d i v i d u a l  
i n t e r v i ews w i th the s e  7 2 0  people , each was asked to clas s i fy 
the p e r son who had pr e s e n t ed th e Go s p e l  i n to one o f  t h r e e  
c a t e g o r i e s : " F r i e nd , " " S a l e sman , " " Te a ch e r . "  The re s u l t s  
provided some s tartl ing c o n c l u s i o n s . The p e op l e  who saw th e 
chur ch member as a " fr i end " were almo s t  a l l  now Chri stians and 
a c t i v e i n  t h e i r  chu r ch e s  ( 9 4 % ) . On the o th e r  hand , tho s e  
peop l e  who s aw the chur ch member who pr e s ented the Gospel a s  a 
" sa lesman " often made an i n i t i a l  d e c i s i on ,  but s oon dropped 
out i n  l a r g e  numbe r s  ( 7 1 %  later dropped out ) . Fina l ly,  those 
who saw the church member as a " teach e r " g e n e r a l ly t ended t o  
n o t  r e s p o nd a t  a l l  ( 8 4 %  s a i d  " no tha nk s " )  . The impli cati ons 
a r e  c l e ar . T h e  n o n - C h r i s t i a n p e r s o n  who p e r c e i v e s  y o u r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  o n e  o f  a " f r i e nd " i s  far  more l ike ly to 
eventua lly r espond to Chri s t ' s  love than the p e r s on who s e e s  
yo u e i th e r  a s  a " t e a ch e r ' --instructing on doctrine , sin , and 
mor a l i ty ; or as �)' s a l e srnan " - - rna n ipu l a t i ng them t owa r d  a n  
eventual dec i s ion . 

A m e a n i n g f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th i s  c u l t i v a t i on pr oc e s s  i s  
' f r i e nd sh i p  e v a ng e l i sm ' . The g r e a t e s t  r e s o ur c e  i n  b u i l d i n g  a 
g e n u i n e  f r i e ndship i s  in simply be ing yours e l f--natura l ,  sincere , 
unmasked , car i ng u n c ond i t i o na l ly . A va r i e ty o f  e xp e r i e n c e s  and 
a c t i v i t i e s  n o rma l t o  l i f e and l i f e in Chr i s t mak e  f r i end s h i p 
evange l i sm pos s ible . C ertain k eys provide guidance f o r  deve lop i n g  
t h e s e  r e �t t i o n s h i p s  w i t h u n b e l i e v i n g  a n d / o r  u n c hu r c h e d  
neighbors : 

1 .  VI SUALI ZE THE NEIGHBORHOOD READINESS FOR CHRI ST . 
Visua l ize  the Spirit o f  God hover ing over your neighborhood . 

2 .  MAKE AN INITIAL ACQUAINTANCE . 
Those people who respond to you s oc i a l ly are pos s ib i l it es for 
d i s covering Chr i s t . 

3 .  ESTABLI SH A GRO\HNG RELAT I ONSHI P .  
You g e t  a c qu a i nt ed by bu i l d i n g  r e l a t ionships through names ,  
smi l e s , fri endl ine s s  and fr i endship activities . 

4 .  EXTEND AN INVITAT I ON TO YOUR HOME . 
Invite them into your horne . 

5 .  CULTIVATE COMMON INTERESTS . 
Do things toge ther . 
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6 .  MAK E  H O L I DAYS  C O U N T . 
C a p i t a l i z e o n  t h e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n  b y  show i ng y o u r f r i e ndsh i p  
a nd l o ve i n  s p e c i a l  wa y s . 

7 .  B E  AVA I L AB L E  FOR T H E  H U RT I NG .  
B e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e l p  when peo p l e  h u r t . 

8 .  BECOME A G I VE R  OF BOOK S . 
C a s u a l l y  g i ve n  them s ome th i ng t o  r e ad o r  l i s t en to . 

9 .  F I ND AN A P P RO P R I A T E  HARVE S T  VEH I CL E . 
L o o k  f o r  an a pp r op r i a t e  h a r ve s t  veh i c l e . 

1 0 . PLANT S E ED S  FO R S ALVAT I ON . 
B e  a g ood s e ed p l a n te r . 

1 1 . B E  READY TO S HA R E . 
B e  p r epa r ed to  s e t  the h o o k . 

T h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y t o  d e v e l o p a 
f r i e �� s h i p  a n d d e t e r m i n e a f r i e nd ' s  r e a d i n e s s  f o r  s o w i n g t h e  
w o r d : 

1 .  BAC KG RO U N D --Wh a t  d o  y o u  k n ow o f  the pe r s o n ' s  r e l i g i o u s  
b a ck g r ound ? 

2 .  CONVE R S AT I O N S --Wh a t  oppo r t u n i t i e s  have y o u  had to sha r e  
and p l a n t  s e e d s  a nd wha t  wa s the r e s p o n se ? 

3 .  F U N - - D o  y o u  s e n s e  t h a t  y o u r  f r i e n d  e n j oy s  be i ng w i th 
y o u ?  

4 .  N E E D S --Wh a t  need s have y o u  d i s c o v e r e d w h i c h r e l a t e  t o  
t h e  g o spe l s o l u t i on . 

5 .  B A R R I E R S - - W h a t  c a r i c a t u r e s  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  a b l e  t o  
e l i m i n a t e  f r om h i s  o r  h e r  a r s e n a l  o f  que s t i o n s  and e x cus e s . 

6 .  O P EN N E S S - -Wha t s i g n s  o f  o p e n n e s s  h a v e  y o u  d e c t e c t ed : 
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  r e l i g i o u s  th i ng s ; g e ne r a l  f r eed om to d i s c u s s  
r e l i g i ou s  c o n c ep t s ; ope n n e s s  t o  r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l s a n d  o t h e r 
r e s o u r c e s ; w i l l i n g i n v o l veme n t  i n  s ome h a r v e s t  v eh i c l e s ;  and 
p o s i t i ve seek i ng a t t i t u d e . 

7 .  T E S T I MO N Y -- H o w  m uc h  o f  y o u r  pe r s on a l  t e s t i mony ha v e  y o u  
h ad a chance t o  s h a r e ?  

C on t i n u o u s  cu l t i va t i on o f  the s o i l  t a k e s  t i me . T h i s t i me g i v e n  
t o  a g r o w i ng f r i e n d s h i p  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  f ou n d a t i on a l  t o  b o t h  the 
e v a n g e l i s m p r o c e s s  a n d  t h e  d i s c i p l e s h i p  p r o c e s s . I n t e� s t  
q u e s t i o n s  can  h e l p  p r ep a r e  the t r a n s i t i on t o  s o w i ng the seed : 

P I L G R I MAGE QU E S T I ON S : 
Do  you e v e r  th i nk a b o u t  s p i r i tu a l  th i ng s ?  
A t  wha t  p o i n t a r e  y o u  i n  y o u r  sp i r i t u a l  p i l g r image ? 

O P P O RT UN I TY S TATEMEN T S : 
S ome t ime I ' d l i k e  the o p p o r t u n i ty t o  sha r e  how I began to  have 
a p e r s on a l r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th God . 
S ome t i me I ' d l i k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y t o  s h a r e  f o u r  pr i n c i p l e s  
w i th y o u  wh i ch w i l l  h e l p  y o u  u nd e r s t a nd wha t  i t  m e a n s  t o  h a v e  
a pe r s o n a l r e l a t i on s h i p  w i th God . 
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I NTERE S T  Q U E S T I ON S : 
C o u l d I s h a r e  w i t h y o u  h o w  I b e g a n  t o  h a v e  a p e r s o n a l  
r e l a t i on s h i p  w i th G o d ?  
C o u l d  I sha r e  tho s e  fou r p r i nc i p le s  w i th y o u ? 

2 .  S ow i ng 

B ey o n d  a n  hon e s t ope n g r ow i n g f r i e n d s h i p  o f  a f e w  m i n u t e s , a 
f ew d a y s , a f ew week s ,  o r  a f ew y ea r s ,  th r ee p r a c t i c a l  s k i l l s a r e  
e s se n t i a l  f o r  e v e r y  C hr i s t i a n : 

A T e s t imony ; 
A G o s p e l P r e s e n t a t i on ; a nd 
A C l o s i ng .  

S ow i ng the w o r d  i nv o �¥e s  a c l e a r  po s i t i ve per s on a l  tes t imony and a 
c l ea r  u n de r s ta n d a b l e  p r e se n t a t i on o f  t he g o s pe l ;  h a r v e s t i n g i s  
c l o s i ng w i th a p o s i t i ve oppor t u n i ty f o r  comm i tme n t . 

A t e s t i m o ny i s  a pe r so n ' s  e x pe r i e n c e  o f  f a i th i n  J e s us C h r i s t .  
B ey o nd the cu l t i va t i on o f  a f r i e nd s h i p  w i th a n y  u n be l i e v e r  a n d  o r  
u n c h u r ched , the pe r s o n a l t e s t imony whe th e r  d e s c r i bed a s  • • •  

• . •  t r u s t i ng J e s u s , 
• • •  b e c om i ng a C h r i s t i an , 
• • •  m a k i ng a pe r s o n a l c o mm i tmen t  to  Je s u s  Chr i s t ,  or 
• • •  a ccept i ng C hr i s t a s  S a v i or , 

c a n n o t  b e  d o u b t e d , c h a l l e n g ed o r  d e b a t e d . I t  i s  a h i s tor i ca l l y 
v e r i f i a b l e  l i f e t i me e v e n t . I t  i s  a p e r s o n - t o - P e r s o n  m a n - G o d  
l i f e - s a v i n g l i f e - c h a ng i ng en c o u n te r . I t  i s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  en t i r e l y  
u nd e n i a b l e  a nd i n d i s p u t a b l e  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d t o  t h e  s u r r o u nd i n g 
c i r cu m s t a n c e s . Wha t  happens  i n  tho s e  mom e n t s  o f  d e c i s i o n  t h a t s o  
a f f e c t  t h e  t o t a l  p e r s o n h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t , s u ng a b o u t , 
p r e a c h ed a b o u t ,  t a u g h t  a b o u t ,  p r a y e d  a b o u t ,  t a l k e d  a b o u t  a n d  
w i t n e s s ed a b o u t  f o r  t h e s e  t w o - t h o u s a n d y e a r s  s i n c e  the i n i t i a l  
f a i t h - e n c ou n te r s  w i th the L o r d  J e s u s  C hr i s t , l i v i n g ,  r e s u r r e c t e d  
a nd a s c ended . 

P a u l ' s  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h J e s u s  and h i s  te s t i fy i ng and r e - te l l i ng 
o f  th i s  e v e n t  wh i ch happen ed on a r oad to  D ama s c u s  l e a v e s  n o  r o o m  
to d i s r e g a r d  t h e  a bs o l u te na t u r e  o f  h i s  e x pe r i en c e . The per s ec u t o r  
o f  t h e  W a y  b e c a m e  t h e  p r o m o t e r  o f  t h e  W a y ; t h e  a t ta c ker o f  the 
M e s s i a h b e c a m e  t h e  a p p l a u d e r o f  t h e  C h r i s t ;  th e h a t e r  o f  t h e  
c r i m i n a l  J e s u s  b e c a m e  t h e  l o v e r  o f  t h e  c r u c i f i ed J e s u s ; t h e  
e n r a g ed e nemy o f  a l l  C hr i s t i a n s  be c ame t h e  enthu s i a s t i c  enco u r a g e r  
to  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s ; t h e  ' j u s t i f i c a t i o n b y  t h e  l a w ' p e r s o n b e c am e  
' t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n b y  f a i t h t h r o u g h  g r a c e ' p e r s o n ; S au l  became 
P a u l ! I t  w a s  a s t o n i s h i n g l y s u d d e n . P a u l  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  a n d  
d e l i be r a te l y s u r r en d e r e d  h i s  w i l l  t o  the r i se n  Chr i s t .  

W i th n o  c on sc i ou s  p r ep a r a t i on , 
i n s t a n ta n eo u s l y  c om pe l le d  by wha t 
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acknowledge that J e s u s  o f  Nazareth , the cru c i f i ed one , was 
a l ive a fter h i s  pas s ion ,  vindi cated and exalted by God , and 
was now con s cripting him into hi s servi c e . There cou ld be no 
r e s i s tance to thi s  c ompul s ion , no k i ck i ng out against thi s  
goad whi ch was driving him in the oppos it e  d i r e c t i on to that 
whi ch he had h i therto been pur s uing . He c ap i tualated 
forthwith to the commands o f  thi s  new ma s te r ; a cons cript he 
might be ,

28
but hence forth a l s o  a devoted and l i f e l ong 

volunteer • .  

Luke share s  thre e  account s o f  Pau l ' s  conver s i on : 

Acts 9 : 1 - 3 0  
Act s  2 2 : 1 - 2 1 
Act s  2 6 : 1 - 2 9  

\fuatever the var i at ions iden t i f i e d  i n  P a u l ' s  t e s t i mo ny , vi s ib l e  
a r e  t h r e e  d i v i s i o �g wh i ch s e r v e  a s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  g u i de f o r  
Chr i s ti an t e stimony : 

B e fore I r e c e i ved Chri s t  
How I r e c e ived Chr i s t  
After I r e c eived Chr i st . 

Sowing the wor d  invo l v e s  both the Chr i s t i a n  t e s t i mo ny and th e 
g o s p e l  p r e s e n t a t i on . T h e  s e e d  p l a n te d  through individual , group 
a n d  c ommun i ty p r ay e r  c a n  p ow e r f u l l y p e n e t r a t e  t h e u n b e l i e v e r  
a n d/ o r  u n c h u r ch e d  pe r s o n , conv i ct h im or her to c a l l  to the Lord 
i n  repentance and fai th by : 

Pray ing to r e c ei ve Chri s t ; 
Rec e iving God ' s  forgivene s s  for s i n s  through Chr i s t ; and 
Know i n g  Chr i s t  l i v e s  i n s i d e a n d  h a v i n g  e t e r n a l  l i f e 

thr ough Him . 

A sugge sted outl in e  for a go spe l  pre s entation fol lows : 30 

I .  The i nt roduc t i on 
A .  Thei r  s e c u l ar l i fe 
B .  Their church background 
c .  Our chu r ch 
D .  T e s timony : per s onal and/or church 
E .  Two d iagno s t i c  que s t i ons : 

1 .  H a v e  y o u  come to a p l a c e  in your spi r i t u a l  li fe whe r e  
you know for c ert a i n  tha t  i f  y o u  w e r e  t o  d i e  t oday y o u  
wou l d  go t o  heave n ?  
2 .  S uppo s e  that you were t o  d i e  ton i ght and stand be for e 
God and he wer e  to . s ay to you , " Hhy should I l et you into 
my heaven ? "  'Vvhat wou l d  you say? 
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I I .  The g os p e l  
A .  G r a ce 

1 .  H e a v e n  i s  a f r ee g i f t 
2 .  I t  i s  n o t  e a r ned o r  d e s e r ved 

B .  Ma n 
1 .  I s  a s i n n e r  
2 .  C a n n o t  s a ve h im se l f  

c .  G o d  
1 .  I s  me r c i f u l - - th e r e f o r e  d o e s n ' t  wan t  t o  pun i sh us  
2 .  I s  j u s t -- the r e f o r e  m u s t  pun i sh s i n 

D .  C h r i s t 
1 .  Who h e  i s -- th e  i n f i n i te God -man 
2 .  Wh a t  h e  d i d - - h e  p a i d  f o r  o u r  s i n s a nd p u r c h a s e d  a 
p la ce i n  hea ve n  f o r  u s  wh i ch h e  o f f e r s  a s  a g i f t 

E .  F a i th 
1 .  Wh a t  i s  i s  n o t --me r e  i n te l l e c t u a l  a s s e n t  n o r  tempo r a l  
f a i th 
2 .  W h a t  i t  i s - - " t r u s t i n g i n  J e s u s  a l o n e  f o r  o u r  
s a l v a t i o n "  

I I I .  The c omm i tmen t  
A .  The qu a l i fy i ng que s t i o n : " D o e s  t h i s  mak e  s e n s e  t o  you ? "  
B .  T h e  c omm i t me n t  q u e s t i on : " W o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  r ece i ve th e 
g i f t  o f  e t e r n a l  l i fe ? "  
c .  The c l a r i f i c a t i on o f  c omm i tme n t  
D .  T h e  p r ayer  o f  comm i tme n t  
E .  T h e  a s s u r a nc e  o f  s a l va t i o n  

I V .  The immed i a t e  f o l l ow - up 

D i a g n o s t i c  o r  t r a n s i t i o n q u e s t i o n s  s h i f t t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  
c o n v e r s a t i o n f r o m f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  t e s t i m o n y  t o  a g o s p e l 
p r e s e n t a t i on .  T h e s e  ques t i o n s  g i v e  t h e  u n be l i e v e r  o r  u n c h u r c h e d  
p e r s o n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y t o  r e s p o n d  p o s i tjf e l y  f o r  a c l e a r  
p r e s e n t a t i on o f  the g ood n ews o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t : 

RELAT I ON S H I P  
Do y o u  h a ve a pe r so n a l r e l a t i on s h i p  w i th J e s u s  C h r i s t ?  
W o u l d y o u  t e l l  me a b o u t  y o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th J e s us C h r i s t ?  

ETERNAL L I FE 
Tha t ' s  r ea l l y g r ea t .  Then do you  k n o w  f o r  s u r e  t h a t y o u  h a v e  
e t er n a l  l i fe ?  
Good . S ha r e  w i th me how y o u  k n ow y o u  have e t e r na l l i fe .  

H EA VEN 
H a v e  y o u  c om e  to t h e  p l a c e  i n  y o u r  s p i r i tu a l  l i f e whe r e  y o u  
c a n  s a y  t h a t  y o u  k n o w f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i f  y o u  w e r e  t o  d i e  
t o n i g h t  you  wou l d  g o  t o  h e a ve n ?  
S u p p o s e  y o u  w e r e  t o  d i e t o n i g h t  a nd s ta nd be f o r e  God a nd H e  
w e r e  t o  a s k  you , "Why shou l d  I l e t  y o u  i n t o  m y  h e a v e n ? "  W h a t  
w o u ld y o u  s a y ?  

JOYF U L  
A r e  y o u  l i v i ng t h e  j oy fu l , f r u i t f u l , abund a n t  l i fe ?  
A r e  y o u  s ha r i ng J e s u s  w i th o t h e r s  a nd h a v i ng the e x c i temen t  o f  
p e o p l e  r e c e i v i n g J e s u s  a n d  s ee i n g t h e i r  l i ve s  chang e ?  Wou l d  
y o u  l i ke t o ?  
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REC E I VE 
Whe n  d i d  you r e c i ev e  J e s u s  Chr i s t ?  
T e l l  me h ow and when you became a C h r i s t i a n . 

C H U RC H  
P e r h a p s  y o u  h a v e  s o m e  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g w h a t o u r c h u r c h  
be l i e ve s .  
P e r h a p s  you have s ome qu e s t i on s  r eg a r d i ng chu r ch member sh i p .  

T h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  a n d  d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i ng equ i p  the Ch r i s t i a n  
w i th sp i r i t u a l  s e n s i t i v i ty f o r : 

A p . . . 
l 

. 3 2  
• r ep a r i ng a p o s i t i ve pe r s o na t e s t imony . 

3 3  B .  H a nd l i ng ob j ec t i o n s  w i th a po s i t �¥e a t t i tude . 
c .  A n s we r i ng o f ten a s ked que s t i on s . 3 5  
D .  I l l u s t r a t i ng a n d  i l l um i n a t i ng the g o sp3 � · 
E .  Avo i d i ng human a nd s p i r i tu a l  p i t fa l l s . 
F .  L i s t e n i ng ca r e f u l l y t o  the o t h e r  pe r s o n ( s )  

( l . )  L i s t e n  w i th your e a r s  huma n l y . 
( 2 .  ) L i s t e n  w i th your  hea r t  exper i en t i a l l y .  
( 3 .  ) L i s t en w i th your  s o u l  s p i r i tua l l y .  
( 4 .  ) L i s t e n  w i th y o u r  pe r s o n  p o t e n t i a l l y .  
( 5 .  ) L i s ten w i th y o u r  sp i r i t  e te r n a l l y .  

The H o l y  S p i r i t  r e l e a s e s  and e n e r g i z e s  e v e r y  b e l i e v e r  t o  s o w t h e  
w o r d  t h r o u g h  the though t f u l  p r e pa r a t i on o f  a t e s t imony a nd g o spe l 
p r e s e n t a t i o n . The s e  evang e l i s t i c  t o o l s  w e r e  u s e d a n d  s h a r e d w i t h 
e n th u s i a sm by P a u l  a nd the e a r l y  be l i e ve r s . 

3 .  H a r v e s t i ng 

H a r v e s t i n g a s o u l i s  a n  a c t  o f  God . On l y  the L o r d  J e s u s  Chr i s t  
c a n  d r a w a p e r s o n  i n t o  a s a l v a t i o n r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h H i m s e l f  
t h r o u g h  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  O f ten  J e s u s  w i n s a conve r t  
by H i s  S p i r i t  w i t n e s s s i ng thr ough the t r emend o u s  l i f e s ty l e  o f  o n e  
' s u p e r ' C h r i s t i a n ;  o t h e r  t i m e s  i t  i s  a c h a i n  o f  ' l i f e and l i p '  

w i tne s s i ng C h r i s t i a n s  who a r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  
Chr i s t tha t w i n  a new be l i ever  t h r o u g h  the H o l y  S p i r i t . 

S o me t i m e s  G o d  w o r k s  q u i c k l y , i mme d i a te l y .  S omet imes s l ow l y , 
pa t i en t l y .  S ome t i me s  we may be the f i r s t  pe r s on , s ome t i me s the 
f i f t h , s ome t imes  the twen ty- f i f th in  the p r o ce s s . Not  eve r yo n e  
w i t h whom we s h a r e  Chr i s t w i l l  r e s p o n d . N o t  a l l  o f  t h o s e  w h o  
r e s p o n d w i l l  d o  s o  s i n c e r e l y .  N o t  a l l  o f  th o s e  whom we th i n k 
a r e  s i nce r e  w i l l  l a s t . S om e  w i l l  g o  u p  a nd d o w n . B u t  a s  w e  
h a v e p a t i e n t  f a i th i n  t h e  power o f  t h e  g o s pe l , a s  we con t i nue 
p a t i en t ly t o  s ha r e , we w i l l  s e e  e n o u g h  l i j�s t r a n s f o r m e d  t o  
s e e  that  the g o spe l r e a l l y  d o e s  have power . 

An accumu l a t i on o f  e x c u s e s  a n d  p r e j ud i ce s  c a n  h i nder  or h a l t  
the s p i r i t u a l  d e c i s i on p r o c e s s : the l a ck o f  an a u th e n t i c  Ch r i s t i a n  
f r i e nd o r  w i tn es s ; i g n o r a nce ; p r i d e ; a mo r a l  p r o b l em ;  and f e a r . 
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T h e  e a s i e s t  w a y  t o  o v e r c o m e  a n y  b a r r i e r s  i s  to be s o  f u l l  o f  
t h e  L o r d  t h a t  y o u  c a n ' t  h e l p  o v e r f l o w i n g w i t h e n t h u s i a s m - - i t  
b e g i n s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s , i t  c o n t i n u e s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s , i t  o p e n s  
oppo r tun i t i es f o r  pe r s o na l  t e s t imony , i t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  a tmo s p h e r e  
f o r  a g o s p e l  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  and i t  r e ad i e s r ec ep t i ve n e s s  to J e s u s  
C h r i s t .  T o d a y  a s  i n  t h a t f i r s t  c e n t u r y ,  p e o p l e  w a n t  t o  k n o w 
why --Why the en t hu s i a sm ?  Why the j oy ?  Why the peac e ?  Why the l o v e ?  
W h y  t h e  b u b b l i n g ?  W h y  t h e  d y n am i c ? W h y  t h e  c o n f i de n c e ?  Why the 
f i r e ?  

Whe n  peop l e  s e e  tha t we have f ound t r e a s u r e  i n  C hr i s t ,  a n d  a r e  
n o t  a s h am e d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  i t ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  c om e  th i ck a n d 
f a s t  a n d w e  a r e  i n t o 3�n v e r s a t i o n s  a bo u t  the L o r d  be f o r e  we 
k n ow wha t i s  happen i ng . 

P e r s o n a l c o n ve r sa t i o n i s  the be s t  way o f  e v a n g e l i sm ,  bu t y o u r  
j u s t  a c o n v e r sa t i on a l i s t i f  you c a n ' t  c l o s e . C u l t i va t i ng the s o i l  
a n d  s ow i ng the seed a r e  r a t h e r  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  w i t h o u t h a r v e s t i n g 
t h e  c r o p ;  t h e  e n t i r e p r o c e s s  i s  a i m e d  t o w a r d  a d e c i s i o n  f o r  
C h r i s t- - a  per so n  who unde r s t a nd s  tha t J e s u s  C h r i s t i s  the u l t i ma te 
a n s we r  to l i fe a nd r epen t s  a nd c o n f e s se s .  J e s u s  p r om i s e d  s u c c e s s  
i n  h a r v e s t i n g ;  the H o l y  S p i r i t  g i ve s  the h a r ve s t e r  s e n s i t i v i ty i n  
a t t i t u d e s  a nd t e c h n i q u e s  t o  h a r v e s t  t h e  c r o p .  F o l l o w i n g a r e 
s e v e r a l  c l o s i ng t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  c a �

9
b e  u s e d t o  h a r v e s t  a s o u l  

th r ough the power o f  the H o l y  S p i r i t .  

1 .  S t a y  o n  t r a c k ! D o n ' t  l e t  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e C h r i s t i a n s  
s i d e t r a c k  y o u  f r om t h e  c l o s i n g a nd a s k i ng t h em t o  r e c e i v e 
C hr i s t .  

2 .  Rev i ew a nd c l o se ! Rev i ew the g o s p e l  a n d  l ead r i gh t  i n t o  
t h e  c l o s i ng . 

3 .  Imag i ne ta s t i ng i t ! I ma g i ne wha t  i t  i s  g o i ng to be l i k e  
to r e c e i ve J e s u s . 

4 .  I ma g i n e m i s s i n g i t ! I m a g i n e w h a t l i f e i s  r ea l ly l i k e 
w i th o u t  C h r i s t  a s  S a v i o r  t od a y , tomo r r ow a nd f o r ever . 

5 .  S ha r e  em o t i o n a l l y ! M o r e  p e o p l e  a r e  w o n  t o  C h r i s t  b y  
emo t i on s  a nd l ove than ev i de nc e  a nd a rg umen t s . 

6 .  Wa t c h  f o r  w i l l i n g n e s s ! Many t i me s a pe r s o n w i l l  beg i n  
a g r ee i ng a n d  n odd i ng a nd i t ' s  t ime t o  c l o se . 

7 .  R i g h t  now ! O f te n  a pe r s o n  c a n  be lead i n t o  a p r a y e r  o f  
f a i th by c l a r i fy i ng t h a t  n ow i s  the t i me f o r  the i r  s a l v a t i o n !  

8 .  C l o s e  d r am a t i c a l l y ! T e l l  a s t r o n g  s t o r y  tha t  t o u c h e s  
the h ea r t  o f  what  happe ned w h e n  a pe r s o n  g ave h i s o r  h e r  l i f e 
to  J e s u s  

9 .  R e p e a t  a nd r e a f f i r m !  O u t l i n e a n d  r ep e a t  what i s  t r ue 
a b o u t  the g o s p e l  me s sa g e  a nd l ead i n to the p r ay e r  o f  fa i th .  

1 0 . E i ther - O r ! E i th e r  p r ay ope n l y  by my l e ad i n g i n  p r a y e r  
o r  bow s i l e n t l y  be f o r e  the L o r d  a nd i nv i te H im i n to your l i fe . 

1 1 . O n e  m o r e  q u e s t i o n ! A s  you ' r e leav i ng a nd a s  eve r y o n e  
i s  r e l a xed , a s k  o n e  f i na l  ques t i on .  
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D o n ' t  b e  t u r n e d  o f f  b y  t h e u s e  o f  t e c h n i q u e s  i n  
w i tn e s s i n g . Rememb e r  the s tory o f  the l ady who c r i t i c i z ed D .  
L .  Moody for h i s methods o f  winning peop l e . 

" I  agree with you , " Moody s aid , " I  don ' t  l ike the way 
I do it e i ther . T e l l  me , how do you do it ? "  

The l ady s aid , " I  don ' t  do it . "  
Moody repl i ed , " Then I like by way of doing it better 

than your way o f
4

&ot doing it . "  
The point--do it ! 

T h e e a r l y  c h u r c h d i d  i t  a n d  G o d c o n t i n u a l l y c a l l s  a n d  
c o mmi s s i on s  the local chu r ch communi ty o f  bel i evers to do it . And 
He promi s e s  s u c c e s s  in the harvest ing of sou l s ! 

The biggest prob l em i n  e vang e l i sm i s  not methods o r  mot i v a t i o n 
b u t m a k i n g  f i s h e r s . T h e  e a r l y c h u r c h  d i d  not h a v e  anyth i n g  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n  t h e a r e a  o f  m e t h o d s  n o r  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  
mot i va t i on , b u t  they w e r e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n  mak i n g  f i s h e r s  and 
mul tiplying the ir l ives in Chr i st . The early be l i evers mode l ed the 
l i fe o f  J e s u s . They were fu l l  of the f i r e  o f  the Ho ly Spirit . God 
l oved them;  t h e y  l ov e d  God and o n e  a n o th e r ; a n d  G o d  w a s  l ov i n g  
th e i r  n e i ghbo r s  thro u gh them . E n th u s i a sm g a v e  b i r th to e n e r g y  
wh i ch g a v e  b i r th t o  t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t , e v e n  p a i n ,  s u f f e r ing a n d  
d e a th . A f t e r  a l l , J e s u s  gave , J e s u s  serve d , J e s u s  s u f fered , Je s u s  
d i ed ,  J e s u s  d i s c i p l ed , s o  can we ! And they d i d ! And wh en a p e r s on 
con v e r t e d  to th.e Way o f  J e s u s , they d i s c ip l ed him or her as they 
had been d i sc i p l ed . . .  I s e e l I can ! I do l And they made new fi she r s  
who w e r e  un stoppab l e  i n  the i r  f i shing e f forts through the power o f  
the Holy Spirit and the Lordsh ip o f  J e s us Chr i s t . 

J e s u s -centered evangel i sm requ i r e s  cont a c t  w i th p e op l e . E v e r y  
Chr i s t- c e n t e red c o�nuni cator a s  a witne s s  for J e s u s  Chri s t  begins 
by focu s ing on other peop l e ; every person h a s  a n  i n n e r  empt i n e s s  
t h a t  c a n  o n l y  b e  f i l l e d b y  t h e L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t . T h e  
c omm un i c a t o r ' s  l i f e s ty l e  results  in r e l at i onships whi ch natura l ly 
open opportuni ty for c u l t ivat ing and/or s owi ng and\o r  h a r v e s t i ng . 
A fami l y  tr e e  o f  r e l at i o n s h i p s  o f t e n  r e s u l t  in a famil y  tre e  o f  
c onv e r t s . As a c h u r c h f a m i l y  ' r e a c h e s  i n ' t o  e a ch o t h e r  i n  
k o i n i n i a  th e y  soon d i s cover mult ip l e  opport uni t i e s  to ' re ach out ' 
in mathataeus ; the r e l at ionships formed i n s i d e  p r o v i d e  a g r ow i n g  
ne twork o f  r e l a t i on s h i p s  o u t s i d e . Ev ery J e s u s -c enter ed be l i ever 
and every J e s u s - c e n t e r e d  chur ch h a s  u n l i m i t e d  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  to 
reach peop l e . ( Se e  DIAGRAM 5 . 9 . ) 

E v e r y p e r s o n  i s  a p o t e n t i a l  c omm u n i c a t or o f  J e s u s  Chr i s t  
c o m m i s s i o n e d  b y  C h r i s t  t o  r e a c h h i s  o r  h e r  n e t w o r k  o f  
relation ships f o r  th e L o r d  J e s u s  Ch r i s t ; God ' s  p l a n i s  to g i v e  
e a ch p e r s o n  b o t h  th e f r e edom and the r espons ibi l i ty for dec i s i on 
and r e s ulting l i fe s ty l e . 

C ontemporary Chr i s t i an communication di ffers  l i tt l e  fr om f i r s t  
c e n t u r y Ch r i s t i a n  c o mm u n i c a t i o n . C e r t a i n e l e m e n t s  open th e 
u n b e l i e v e r  a n d / o r  u n c h u r c h e d  t o  r e c i e v e  t h e w o r d  o f  t h e 
Chr i s t- cent e r ed Chr i s ti an c ommunicator : 
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D I AGRAM 5 . 9 : GOD ' S  PEOPLE POS S I BILI T I ES 

1 .  Enthu s ia s m  

E n t h u s i a sm mak e s  th e d i f f e r e n c e  l T h e  Chr i s t i a n  c onununicator 
f i l l e d  a n d  o v e r f l o w i n g w i th l i f e - g e n e r a t i n g  e n th u s i a s m  i s  
d y n a m i c a l l y c o n t a g i ou s . H i s  o r  h e r  e nthu s a i s m  continua l ly f l ow s  
from a J e s u s - centered and Spirit- f i l l ed l i fe s tyle . The e n t hu s i a sm 
o f  th e e a r l y  chu r ch s p a r k e d  th e i r  comm un i c a t i o n , s h a p e d  the i r  
mes s ag e  and s t imulated the unchurched hearer toward d ec i s i on .  

2 .  Unde r stand i ng the sp ir itual dec i s ion pro c e s s  

Cru c i a l  i n  evange l i sm and d i s c ip l e sh ip i s  a c l ear understandi n g  
o f  the spir i tual d ec i s ion proc e s s : 

F i r s t ,  a p e r s on ' s  r e s po n s e  t o  G o d , the m e s s a g e  o f  H i s  
gospel , and the me s senger as a Chr i s t i an c ommuni cator ; 

S econd , the rol e  o f  the Chr i s t i an commun i cator ; and 
Th i rd , G od ' s  r o l e  a s  He r e a ch e s o u t  t h r o u g h  H i s  H o l y  

S p i r i t  i n  g e ne r a l  r e v e l a t i o n , s p e c i a l  r e v e l a t i on , person a l  
r e v e l a t i o n  a n d  t h r o u g h H i s  p e o p l e . H o w G o d  d r a w s  a 
n o n b e l i e v i n g  p a g a n  u n t o  H i ms e l f ,  th e tru st- encounter its e l f  
a n d  the u n l i m i t e d  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  c o mm u n i t y 
growth i s  every per s on ' s  spi ritual journey . Unde r s tanding thi s  
p r o c e s s  i n c r e a s e s  G o d ' s  p o s s i b i l i ty t o  i n f l u e n c e  e v e r y  
per son ' s  dec i s ion pro c e s s : 41 
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D I A G R A M  5 . 1 0 :  T H E  S P I R I T U A L  D E C I S I O N P R O C E S S 
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3 .  Trust 

W i th o u t  tr u s t  J e s u s - centered evang e l i sm is  impo s s ib l e . The two 
core i s s ue s  are truth and trust : 

\fuat i s  truth ?  
Who c an I tru s t ?  

The truth conc e rni ng the Lord J e s u s  Chr i s t ,  H i s  r e s u r r e c t i on a n d  
the h i s tor i ca l  wi tne s s  o f  the s e  facts through the B i b l e  have never 
b e e n  d i s p r o v e d . T h e  q u e s t i o n i s  t r u s t . Ev e ry c h i l d  is bOfi� 
nontr u s ting , d i s c onnect ed , a l i e n a t ed , o u t- o f - t o u ch , d e t a che d . 
T h i s  n e g a t i v e  s e l f - i ma g e  o r  i nh e r i t e d  i n f e r i o r i t y  c o mp l e x  
mot i va t e s  e a ch p e r s o n  t o  p r o j e c t  a m u l t i p l i c i ty o f  d e f e n s e  
m e c h a n i s m s  a n d  s u b c o n s c i o u s  b ar r i e r s

4
to p r o t e c t  d e e p  root e d  

i n s e c u r i ty and an i nner abs ence o f  trust : 

DIAGRAM 5 . 1 1 :  THE HUMAN GOLF BALL 

I n t o  th i s  ma z e  o f  c on s c i o u s  a n d  s u b c o n s c i o u s  human natu r e , 
J e s u s  knocks and wai t s  for a trust-e�4ounter . Lack o f  trust subtly 
weave s a humanly unpenetratab l e  web : 

( 1 . )  W e  w i th d r aw f r om a b e l i e f  i n  God for fear that our 
s i n s  wi l l  be e xpo s ed , and we c an n o t  s t an d  th e p r o spec t o f  
b e i n g e mb a r r a s s ed . S o , d o u b t  b e c o m e s  a n  e a r l y d e f e n s e  
mechani sm o f  a nontru s t i ng , gui l ty soul . 

( 2 . ) S i n c e  w e  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  t h r ow o f f  o u r  n a t u r a l  
r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i n c t s , w e  f ab r i c a t e  o u r  imag e s  o f  God . A s  
i n s ecure peop l e , our natural fears take the face a n d  form a nd 
f o r c e  o f  ang e r . We app e a r  t o  b e  me a n , b u t  a c tu a l l y ,  we are 
a fraid . No wonder the n  that the uns a v e d  human b e i ng ima g i n e s  
God t o  be angry rather than loving . 

1 0 8  



( 3. ) He w i th d r aw e v e n  f u r th e r  f r o m  a God that our fears  
have pi ctured as a thr eatening rather than a r edeeming figure . 
The name o f  the t r u e  God o f  m e r c y w h o  l o n g s t o  s a v e  H i s  
chi ldren i s  not taken s eriously . 

( 4 . ) H e  p r o j e c t  th e s e  s ame patterns o f  human behavior to 
o u r  o t h e r  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s . S i n c e  we d a r e  n o t  
t r u s t ,  w e  l i e . W e  a r e  d i s h one s t  l e s t  ou r i mpe r f e c t i on s  b e  
revea led . ( Only s e l f-e s t e e ming p e r s on s  d a r e  t o  f r e e ly admi t 
i mpe r f e c t i o n s . )  Coupled with thi s  i s  an eve r- recurring threat 
of boredom . He cove t ,  hoping the conquest or the a c q u i s i t i o n s  
wi l l  s omehow g i v e  u s  th e d e e p  s e c u r i t y we n e e d . And often , 
adultery become s the quick fix as it o f fers s t imulation to the 
bored and a fa l s e  sense of va lue or power to the ego- fa lter ing 
phi lande rer . 

Jes u s  cal l s ,  " Tr u s t  r1e ! "  Humanly we are unable to u n t a n g l e  th e 
m a z e ; o u r  i n abi l i ty to t r u s t  G od and adequately va lue ourselves 
l i e s  at the root of ' or i ginal si n . ' Freedom from thi s  nont r u s t i n g  
web o f  e n tanglements happens only a s  we trust the Person known a s  
Je s u s ; e n c o u n t e r i n g Je s u s  a n d  H i s  n o n j u d g m e n t a l  l o v e , 
uncond itional acceptance a n d  u n r e s e r v e d  f o r g i v e n e s s  be c omes ou r 
l i f e - c h ang i n g  experi ence . \Je become bor n again by H i s  Spir i t ;  our 
l i fe - r e l ationship with Him begins wi th tru s t . We are cha n g ed from 
a n e g a t i v e  s e l f - i mag e to a posit ive- s e l f  image , from i�f5e rior ity 
to s e l f- e steem , from fear to love , from d oubt to t r u s t . we a r e  
relea s ed to be lik e  Je s u s  i n  our li fe-re lationship s - - trusting God , 
tr u s t i ng o n e  another in the fami ly of God , trust ing God to use u s  
i n  th e b e a u t i f u l  w o r k  o f  s h a r i n g  H i s l o v e , a c c e p t a n c e  a n d  
forgiveness  i n  th i s  wor ld . 

4 .  Spi r i tual Antenna 

G o d 1 o v e s u s , e q u i p s u s a n d p r e p a  r e s u s f o r46 e v e r y  
l i fe- s ituation and activity . He gives u s  spi r itual antenna so we 
can unde r s tand peop le , diagno s e  spi ritual s tatus , s ha r e  ou r s e l v e s  
a n d th e w o r d  w i th s p i r i t u a l  awa r e n e s s  a n d  d i s c e r n  s p i r i t u a l 
attitud e s  and be l i e fs . The key i s  us ing o u r  sp i r i t u a l  anten na a s  
w e  ' r e a c h  i n ' a n d  ' r e a c h o u t . ' Sp i r i t u a l  a nt e nna g i ve eve r y  
be l i ever the freedom t o  be u n i q u e  a n d  Chr i s t l ik e . Chr i s ti ans d o  
have a model for growth , but the c oncept of a r igid , squee zed out , 
a s s ernbl y  l i ne , pre-mo l de d ,  s tandardized mode l ,  labe led ' Chr is tian ' 
is unacceptable . From the initial trust- encounter with Jesus ever y  
Ch r i s t i a n b l o s s u m s  i n t o  a tr eme n d o u s  e n thu s i a s t i c  spontane o u s 
Ch r i s t - c e n t e r e d  p e r s o n e q u i p p e d  w i th s p i r i t u a l  a n t e nna a nd 
individua l ly growing in . • •  
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Love a s  a d i s c i p l e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ;  
J oy a s  a pa r t  o f  a l oc a l chu r ch ; 
Peace a s  a d o e r  o f  G od ' s  W o r d ; 
P a t i en c e  a s  a n  i n t e r c e s s o r  thr o ug h  p r aye r ; 
K i nd n e s s  a s  a s e r v a n t  to  a l l ; 
Goodne s s  a s  a s tewa r d  o f  l i f e a n d  pos s e s s i on s ; 
F a i th f u l n e s s  a s  a w i t n e s s  o f  God ; 
Gen t l e n e s s  a s  a p a r t i c i pa n t  i n  body l i fe ;  and 4 7  
Powe r a s  a m i n i s te r  t h r ough s p i r i tu a l  g i f t ( s ) . 

T h e  e a r l y c h u r ch d i d  n o t  wa v e r  i n  i t s be l i e f s  and a c t i on s ; the 
e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n s  d i d the a c t s  o f  J e s u s  t h r o u g h  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  
Wha t h appened then c a n  happen now ! 
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EPILOGUE 

The who l e  l i fe o f  the i n d i v i du a l  b e l i e v e r  a n d  the Chr i stia� 
c ommuni ty i s  dete rmined by its r e l at i on ship to the ky r i o s , Lo r d . 
L o r d  m e a n s  ' th e  ma x imum a u th o r i t y ' 2 the Lord J e s u s  Chr i st i s  at 
the very center o f  the who l e  of l i f e . The lord ship of the ky r i o s  
c a n n o t  b e  a c c e p t e d  a s  m e r e l y t h e o r e t i c a l  o r  e mo t i o n a l  b u t  
mani f e s t s  its e l f  pract i c a l l y  i n  c o n c r e t e  spa c e  a n d  t ime a c t i on . 
Ab s o l u t e  l oyalty to the kyr i o s  g r a sp s  the mind , wi l l  and emotion s  
t o  g i v e  u n c o n d i t i on a l  b i n d i n g  d i r e c t i on ; th e e s s e n c e  o f  t h i s  
l o r d sh i p  r e l at i onship i s  unending love--the Lord for the bel ie ve r  
and the be l i ev e r  for the Lor d . J e s u s  was showing what the lordship 
o f  the Lord actual l y  was when He a sk ed , .. An1 why do you c a l l  M e , 
' Lo r d , Lor d , '  a n d  d o  n o t  d o  wha t  I s ay ? " J e s u s  i s  recogni z e d , 
a ck n o w l e d g e d  a n d  c o n f e s s ed a s  L o r d whe n  H i s  p e op l e ,  whe �e r  a 
col l e c t i ve couununi ty or an individual be l i eve r , hear and do . 

J e s u s ' l i f e s t y l e  w a s  h u m a n a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l ; H i s  e a r l y  
c ommun i ty wa s the c ontinued e xp r es si on o f  H i s  Per son in li fes ty l e  
and p e r s ona l i t y . T h e  imp a c t  o f  H i s  l o c a l  c h u r ch comm u n i t i e s  o f  
b e l i e v e r s  w a s  n o t h i n g l e s s  tha n  dynami c a n d  i mp r e s s i ve . The 
l o r d s h ip of the L o r d J e s u s  Ch r i s t as ' th e  ma x i m um a u t h o r i t y ' 
g r ipp e d  men and wome n . Through the individua l  and co l lective l i f e  
o f  the b e l i e ve r s , l i fe ' s  t a r g e t  b e c ame v i s ib l e . T h e  l i f e o f  a n y  
p e r s o n  c o u l d h a v e  m e a n i n g , m e a s u r e  a n d  p u r p o s e .  L i v e s o f  
l o n e l i n e s s , aban d onme n t , emp t i n e s s ,  c r i pp l i ng o r  w a y w a r d n e s s  
be c ame t r a n s formed by H i s  touch through H i s  commun i ty . ' They dr ew 
men and women of a l l  k inds . And n o t  o n l y  d i d  t h ey d r aw them b u t  
they h e l d  and inspi r ed them . They wer e  s o  ama z ing ly and absolut e ly 
trans formed by the S p i r it o f  J e s u s  thr ough H i s  co�nunity that they 
n e v e r  w e n t  back aga i n  to the l i fe they had l i ve d  be fore wil l fu l ly 
giving the i r  a l le g i ance and l oyalty to the Lo r d  J e s u s  Ch r i s t . As 
th e s e  n e w  C h r i s t  o n e s c ame i n  c l o s e  touch wi th the community o f  
J e s u s ,  t h e y  c ame i n  c l o s e  t o u c h  w i th G od ;  th e i r  l i ve s  w e r e  s o  
e n r i ch e d  by the exper i ence that they them s e l ve s a l s o  b e c a me l ik e  
J e s u s  t o  t h e i r  w o r l d i n d i v i d u a l l y a n d  i n  o n e n e s s  w i th H i s  
c ommun i ty . Togeth e r  and a l on e , the ear ly be l i ever s l i v e d  a s  th e i r  
L o r d  h a d  l i ve d  i n  p e r s o n a l i ty a n d  l i fe s ty l e , s upernaturally and 
huma n l y . J e s u s  wa s L o r d a n d  G o d ,  p e r s on a l l y  and p e r m a n e n t l y ,  
pr ivately and publ i c l y ,  powe r fu l ly and purpo s e fully . J e s u s  was the 
kyr i o s  from heave n . , 5 
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The ev i d e n c e  o f  the l o r d s h i p  to the L o r d  J e s u s  Chr i s t t h e n  a n d  
n ow i s  i n  r e l a t i on s h i ps : 

i t ,  

F i r s t  c ome s C hr i s t . 6 

Then  c omes o ne a n o th e r  i n  C h r i s t .
7 

T he n  c o me s t h e  w o r l d f o r  wh i c h C h r i � t d i ed - - o u r  wo r k  i n  
o u r  s e r v i ce f o r  i t ,  o u r  w i t n e s s  t o  i t .  

Thes e  th r e e  r e l a t i on s h i p s  a r e  n o t  ha tched o u t  o f  huma n b r a i n s  n o r  
a r e  t h e y  d i r e c t e d  a t  a p a r t i c u l ar c u l t u r e  a t  a p a r t i cu l a r  p e r i od 
o f  t ime ; these 9

thr ee p r i o r i t i e s a r e  G o d - g i ven and sh i ne repe a ted l y  
f r om the Word . 

R a y  a n d  Anne  O r t l a nd have he l ped be l i ev e r s to  b i b l i c a l l y f o c u s  
the i r  l i f e - r e!� t i o n s h i p s  i n to t h r ee p r i o r i t i e s , th r ee comm i tm e n t s , 
t h r e e  l o v e s ! T h e s e  t h r e e p r i o r i t i e s - - l o v i n g G o d , l o v i ng each 
o ther , l o v i ng the w o r l d - - a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t s o f  J e s u s ' c o n c e r n  i n  
d i a l og ue w irh H i s  Daddy-God and H i s  d i sc i p l e s  i mmed i a t e l y  pr i o r  to 
the c r o s s . r�

2
J ohn 1 5 ,  J e s u s  comm a n d ed these t h r ee p r i or i t i es o f  

H i s  fo l l owe r s : 

1 .  J e s u s  s a y s  t h a t H i s  f o l l owe r s  a r e  to  a b i de i n  H im and 
in H i s  l ove ( 1 - 1 1 ) ; 

2 .  J e s u s  c o m m a n d s  H i s  f o l l o w e r s  t o  l o v e  e a c h o t h e r  
( 1 2 - 1 7 ) ; a nd 

3 .  J e s u s  d e s c r i be s  the r e l a t i on s h i p  o f  H i s  f o l l owe r s  to  a 
h o s t i l e  w o r l d  and s a y s  tha t they a r e  t o  w i t n e s s  t o  the w o r l d 
when the H o l y  S p i r i t  i s  g i ve n  to  them ( 1 8 - 2 6 ) . 

I n
. 

J? h �
3

1 7 , G o d  t h e  S o n p r a y s  t o  G o d  the F a th e r  t h r o u gh God the 
S p 1 r 1 t :  

1 .  J e s u s  p r a yed f o r  H i s  F a t h e r ' s  g l o r y  a nd t h a t  t h e  S o n  
w o u l d  a l so be g l o r i f i ed ( 1 - 5 ) ; 

2 .  J e s u s  p r a yed f o r  the men o u t  o f  the w o r l d  that  God the 
F a th e r  g a ve to  H im ,  H i s  f o l l ow e r s ,  the d i s c i p l e s , f o r  t h e i r  
p r o t e c t i o n a n d  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  and f o r  u s  be l i ever s to f o l l ow 
( 6 - 20 ) ; and  

3 .  J e s u s  p r a y e d  f o r  t h e  w o r l d  to  b e l i e v e  a n d  k n o w  t h e  
t r uth ( 2 1 - 26 ) . 

T h r e e  o f  t h e  f i v e  g r o w t h  s t e p s  i n  t h e  m o d e l  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  
C h r i s t i a n g r owth a nd c o r p o r a te chu r ch g r ow t h b i b l i c a l l y p a r a l l e l  
the s e  th r e e  l i f e - r e l a t i o n sh i p s . 
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D I AG R A M  6 . 1 :  T H E  D I S T I NC T I VE L I F E S TY L E  FOR ANY C H R I S T I AN , FOR ANY 
C H U RCH 

EVANGEL I Z ED 
And t h e  L o r d  w a s  

add i nq t o  t h � i r  
numb� r day b y  d a y  

t h o s e  who w e r e  

( T h� y )  w e r e  h a v i ny 
f a v o r  w i t h a l l  
t h e  p<!op l e  

I NVOLVED 
( PRIORITY THRE E ) 

( Tht!y ) w e r e  
t O (J e t he r  • .- . 

one m i nd . .. .  
t o g e t h e r  

S T E P  ON E :  COMM I TT ED --BEL I EV I NG ! 

COMM I TTED 
( PRIORITY ONE ) 

( T l1e y ) w e r e  con t i n ua l l y  
d e �o t i ny t he m s e l ve s  t o  
t h e  a p os t l e s '  t e a c h  i nq , 
f e l l ow s h i p ,  
t h e  b r ea k i ny o f  U r e d d  
and p r a y e r  

U N I TED 
( PRIORITY TWO )  

T RA I N ED 

L i f e - ce n t e r e d n e s s  d e t e rm i ne s  l i f e .  A s  b e l i e v e r s  w e  a r e  e i t h e r  
c e n t e r e d o n  o u r s e l ve s  o r  cen t e r ed o n  G od ; e i th e r  we s a c r i f i ce our  
G o d  t o  o u r  i d o l s  or  o u r  i d o l s  to  o u r  G o d . B e l i e v i n g d e m a n d s  
G o d - c e n t e r e d n e s s ;  J e s u s  a s  L o r d  a n d G o d  i s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  
u n i v e r s e a n d  o u r  l o v e . A s  b e l i e v e r s ,  o u r  l i v e s  m o d e l  t h e  
c omm i tme n t  and l i f e s ty l e  o f  J e s u s  a nd the e a r l y  chu r ch : 
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D IAGRAH l .  2 :  A JESUS -CENTERE D  LIFE ( CHAPTER ONE ) 

PRA Y I NG 

A S S EMBL I NG W I 'f N E S S I N G 

TH E WORD 

B e l i evers continu a l ly practi ce the i r  be l i e£ : 1 4  

D I AGRAM 6 . 2 :  P RI ORITY ONE 

THE HIG HEST 
P R I O R ITY O F  
YO U R  LIFE: 

G O O  

1 1 6  

PRACTICING H I S  P R ESENCE 
DAILY Q U I ET TIMES 
O CCASIO NAL LAR G E R  

PERIODS O F  TI M E  A LONE 
WITH HIM 

R E G U LA R  P U B LI C  WORSHIP 
LOVIN G  GOO TH R O U G H  

FINANCIAL GIVI N G  



D I AG RAM 6 . 3 :  COMM I TTED 

P R A  '{ !  NG 

A S S EM B L I NG W l 'r N ES S ! N<..; 

T H E  WORD 

JESUS-CENTERED LIFE 

I �co""<TTOO 

• . •  THOSE WHO HAD 
�RECEIVED 1 HIS WOR� / Acts 1 2 : 4la ""' 

PRIORITY ONE :  
CT

' 

S T E P  TWO : U N I T E D -- B ELONG I NG ! 

G o d a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y o f  b e l i e v e r s , t h e  c h u r c h . 
B e l i e v i n g i n  J e s u s  m e a n s  b e l o n g i n g t o  o t h e r s  i n  J e s u s ;  a 
J e s u s -ce n t e r ed l i f e d ema n d s  J e s u s - c e n t e r e d  c omm un i ty .  The  pr e s ence 
o f  l i f e i n  J e s u s i s  d em o n s t r a t e d  b y  the p r e s e nce o f  l i fe in  the 
c o mm u n i t y o f  J e s u s . T h e  l o c a l c h� c h  c o mm u n i t y m i n i m a l l y 
g u a r a n t ee s  C h r i s t l i ke c o n s i s t e n cy i n :  

L o v e - - a l wa y s , u nd e r  e v e r y  c i r cums t a nc e ; 
A c c e p t a nce-- t o ta l l y ,  w i th n o  e x c e p t i o n s ; a n d  
F o r g i v e n e s s - - u n r e s e r v e d  f o r g i v e n e s s  f o r  t h e  a s k i n g , 

w i th o u t  b i t t e r n e s s  a nd n o  ma t t e r  how m i s e r a b l y  t h e  f a i l u r e  o r  
how b l a n t a n t l y  the s i n . 

M o d
_ 
e 1 it1Jg J e s u s  a n d t h e  e a r  1 y c h u r c h  , a J e s u s - c e n t e r e d 

c ommu n 1 ty :  

C e l e br a te s  l i fe i n  C h r i s t  • . .  t h r o u g h  k e r y gma ; 
C u l t i va te s  p e r s o n a l  g r owth i n  C h r i s t • • •  t h r o u g h  d i dache ; 
C a r e s  a b o u t  one a n o t h e r  i n  C h r i s t  • • •  thr o u g h  k o i n i n i a ;  and 
C omm u n i c a t e s  C h r i s t  to  the w o r ld • . •  th r o ug h  ma tha taeu s . 
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D I AG RA M  2 . 4 :  A J E S U S -C E N T E RE D  COMMUN I TY ( CH A P T E R  TWO ) 

K E R YGMA 

K O I N I N I A  MAT HATA EU S 

D I DACHE 

A l o cff C h r i s t i a n  c o mm u n i t y p r a c t i c e s  J e s u s - c e n t e r e d n e s s  

t h r o u g h : 
, 

D I AG RAM 6 . 4 :  P R I O R I TY TWO 

THE S E C O N D  
HIG H E ST P RIO R ITY 

O F  YO U R  LI FE:  
Y O U R  FELLOW 

BELIEVERS 

DISCI P LI N G  A N D  
STR E N GTHENING EACH 
OTH E R  T H R U  SMALL 
G R O U PS ( P RAISE, B I B LE 
STU DY, S H A R I N G, P R AYER, 
ACCO U NTABI LITY) 

LOVI N G  EACH OTHE R  THRU 
GIVI N G  
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D I AG RAM 6 . 5 :  U N I TED 

K E R YGMA 

KO I N I N I A  MATHIITAEUS 

D I DAC H E  

JESUS-C�ED COMMUNITY 

� /TED 

. , . WERE BAPT I ZED 
• . .  WEI)E ODED 
Acts 2 : 41 
/ PRIORITY TWO : 

THE FAMILY OF CHRIST 

/ 

S T E P  T H RE E : T RA I N ED - - B EG I NN I NG ! 

.. o f f t h e 
1rse n c h e s a n d i n t o t h e t r e n  c h e  s ! 11 c r i e s the L o r � 9 

11 F o l l ow M e ! " ·  1 1 I w i l l  m a k e  y o u  t o  b e c o m e  f i s h e r s  o f  m e n ! 11 
R e s p o n d i n g t o  t h e  L o r d • s  c a l l  t o  t r a i n i n g i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g o f  
d i s c i p l e s h i p ;  i t • s  w h o l eh e a r ted e n t h u s i a sm and l o ve f or the L o r d  
a s  • the ma x i m um a u t h o r i ty • - - I  s e e ! I c a n ! I do ! 

D I AG RAM 6 . 6 :  D I SC I P L ES H I P  TRA I N I NG 
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D i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i n g a i m s  a t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  e s t a b l i s h i n g 
who l e n e s s  i n  r e l a t i o n sh i ps : 

L o v i ng C h r i s t  s o l i t a r i l y ;  
L o v i ng the b od y  o f  C h r i s t i n  s o l i d a r i ty ;  a nd 
L o v i ng the wo r l d t o  Chr i s t  s o l i ta r i l y a nd i n  s o l i d a r i ty .  

T h e  s ma l l  g r o u p  e x p e r i e n c e  e x p l o s i v e l y o p e n s  t h e  b e l i ev e r ' s  t o  
C h r i s t l i k e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s - - ve r t i c a l l y  b y  r e a c h i ng up a n d  r e a c h i n g 
d o w n  a n d h o r i z o n t a l l y  b y  r each i ng i n  a nd r e a c h i ng o u t .  The sma l l  
g r o u p  bec ome s the veh i c l e  a s  l i f e a f f e c t s  l i f e t o  mak e  r es p o n s i b l e  
r ep r od u c i ng C h r i s t i a n s  a nd r e spon s i b l e  r ep r o d u c i ng c h u r ches . 

D I AG RAM 6 . 7 :  T RA I N ED 

��·" ) 
. . .  WER£ CONTINUALLY­

DEVOTING THEMSELVES 

TO THE APOSTLE ' S  TEACHING 

TO FELLOWSH I P  I 
TO THE BREAKING OF BREAD �TO PRAYER" / 

TRAINED 

S T E P  FOUR : I NVOLV ED --BECOM I NG ! 

O u t  o f  the be l i ev e r s  c omm i tm e n t  to  Chr i s t and to  the body o f  
C h r i s t f l ows c omm i tm e n t  to  t h e  w o r ld . B e l i ev e r s  r e a ch i ng and 
r each i ng a nd r ea ch i ng a nd r e a ch i ng • • •  u n t i l  d e a th . P a u l  des c r i b e s  
r e a c h i ng a s  " the w o r k  o f  the m i n i s t r y "  a n d  " the bu i ld i ng up o f  the 
body o f  C hr i s t . " 2 0  

Eve r y  be l i e v e r  i s  t b  be equ i pped f o r  and 
i nv o l ved i n  J e su s - ce n t e r ed m i n i s t r y - - r e a ch i ng ve r t i ca l l y  to the 
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L o rd a nd H i s W o r d  a nd r ea c h i ng h o r i z o n t a l l y t o  ' t h e  C h r i s t o n e s ' 
a n d  t o  t h e  o n e s  w i th o u t  C hr i s t . God ' s  l ov e  p r oh i b i t s e x c l u s i v i sm .  
The u l t i m a te Ma n - F i sher  s e e k s  a nd l oves e v e r y  pe r s on a nd g r o u p o f  
p e o p l e  a n d  H i s  b o d y  r e p r e s e n t s  H i m i n  l o v e - a c t i o n s  thr ough the 
p r i m a r y  m i n i s t r i e s  o f : 

D I AG RA M  4.6 :  G O D ' S  P L A N  F O R  T H E  C H U R C H  I N  E P H E S I A N S  4 : 1-16 
( CH A P T E R  FOU R )  

0: <>l ::t 
... <t "" 
Cl z <t 
Cl 0 '-' 
<>l z 0 

-----------ONE BODY----------

THE LORD J E S U S  CHRI S T  

.,� 
EVERY/ 

BEL I EVER 

THE HEAD 

UN I TY 

1 
G I VES SOME AS 

A P O S T LES-- PROPHET S - - EVANGEL I S T S - - S HEPHERD S -- T EACHERS 

0 
FOR THE EQU I PP I N G  OF 

THE BEL I EVERS 

THE 
WORK 

OF 
THE 

M I N I STRY 

TO 
( FOR) 

THE 
BU I LD I N G  UP 

OF 

0 
UNT I L  

THE 
BODY 

--?I� 
STAB I L I TY 

( N OT TOS S ED )  
AND 

( NOT CARR I ED )  
S ECURI T Y  

S P EAK I NG I N D I V I DUAL I T Y  BODY GROWTH 
( L I P OF '!'RU TH ) 

AND AND 
( L I FE OF TRUTH ) 

GROW I N G  S O L I DARI T Y  

._ ___ ONE FA I TH--------- ONE LORD---� 

121 

0 z t'l 
"' 
"' ..... 
"' ..... 
>'! 

0 z "' 
::t 
0 "' t'l 



T h �e J e s u s - c e n t e r ed m i n i s t r i e s  p a r a l l e l  l i f e - r e l a t i o n s h i p  
th r ee : 

D I AG RAM 6 . 8 :  P R I OR I TY T H R E E  

T H E  THI R D  
HIG HEST P RIO RITY 

O F  YO U R  LIFE: 
Y O U R  WORK A N D  
YO U R  WITN ESS I N  

T H E  WOR LD 

EXCELLEN C E  OF LIFE AS A 
G O O D  R E P RESENTATIVE 
OF C H R I ST IN THE WO RLD 

Y O U R  C H RISTIAN S E R VICE 
YO U R  EVA NG ELISM 
LOVIN G  THE WO RLD THRU 

GIVING 

T h r o u g h  the  k y r i o s , the  L o r d , the  C h r i s t i a n  c o mm u n i t y  a n d 
i n d i v i d u a l b e l i e v e r s  c o n t i n u a l l y e x pe r i e n c e  t h e  s p i r i tua l l i f e  
p r oc e s s  o f  bec om i n g - - the g o a l o f  Chr i s t l i k �zs s  i n  l i fe ,  commun i ty 
a n d m i n i s t r y i s a p a t h n o t a p 1 a c e • B e 1 i e v e r s2 3b e c o m  e 
i nc r ea s i ng ly C hr i s t l i k e i n  l i f e s t y l e s  a s  they e x p e r i ence : 

U n i ty a nd ma t u r i ty ;  
S ta b i l i ty a nd s e c u r i ty ;  
S pe a k i ng a nd g r o w i ng ;  
S o l i da r i ty and i nd i v i d ua l i ty ;  and 
B od y- g r owth a nd bod y - l ove . 
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D I AG RAM 6 . 9 :  I NVOLVED 

\ / '  

PRIORITY THREE : 
THE WORK OF CHRIST 

IN THE WORLD 

/ 
Acts 2 : 43-47a 

. . .  WERE TOGETHER. � . O'E MIND . . •  TOGETHER 
. . •  (WE�HA�AVO� PEOPLE 

�LVED 

JESUS-CENTERED MINI STRY 

P R O P H ETS 

S H E P H ERDS EVANGEL I S TS 

T E AC H E R S  

S T E P  F I V E : EVAN G EL I Z ED - - B E A R I NG F RU I T ! 

B e a r i n g . f r u i t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r e a l i ty o f  a p e r s o n ' s  f a i t h 
e n c o u n t e r  w i th the Lo r d  J e s u s  C hr i s t ;  th e s e c r e t  o f  th e p ow e r  t o  
b e a r  �� u i t  g r o w s  o u t  o f  a b e l i e v e r ' s  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th the 
Lo r d . ' F r u i t-bea r i ng ' i s  n o t  a que s t i o n o f  m a n ' s  n a t u r a l  g i f t s 
n o r  d e l i b e r a t e s z� f - d e t e rm i n ed a c t i o n s , b u t  o n l y  by the powe r o f  
t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  T h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  a b i d i n g i n  C h r i s t  t h r o u g h  
o b e d i e n c e  t o  ' t h e  m a x i m um a u th o r i ty '  a nd C h r i s t ' s  a b i d i ng i n  the 
b e l i e v e r  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  C h r i s t - c e n t e r e d l i f e � 5 y l e s a r e  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  o f  f r u i t f u l n e s s . A b i d i n g  a n d  
f ru i t f u l ne s s  a r e  the a�1 o l u te p r o o f s  o f  b e i n g a t r u e  d i s c i p l e  o f  
the L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

T h e  L o r d  J e s us Chr i s t s e n d s  t h r o u g h  H iz
8

peop l e  the l i f e2�i v i n g  
p o w e r  o � 0 f r u i t f u l n e s s . A nd H i s f r i e n d s b e a r  u s e a b l e  a n d  
e t e r n a l f r u i t .  S po n t a n e o u s  a n d s u p e r n a tu r a l  j oy ove r f l ow f r om 
the l i ve s  o f  H i s  f r i end s who a r e  H i s  m i n i s t e r s  a s  t h e i r  h a b i t u a l 
C h r i s t l i k e l o v e  a n d  t h e i r  u n e x h a u s t e d a n d  i n e x h a u s t i b l e  p o w e r  
comb i ne t o  b e a r  f r e sh f r u i t .

3 1  E v a ng e l i sm h a pp e n s  a s  God ' s  f r i end s 
t o g e t h e r  d o  the l ov e -a c t s  o f  J e s u s  th r ou g h  the H o l y  S p i r i t  a s  H i s  
m i n i s t e r s  t h r o u gh : 
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D I AG RAM 6 . 1 0 :  F R I E N D S H I P EVAN G E L I SM 

D I AG RAM 6 . 1 1 :  EVAN G E L I Z ED 

E7E� � 
. . .  AND THE LORD WAS ADDING 

TO THE I R  NUMBER DAY BY DAY 

THOSE WHO WERE BE ING SAVED .... 

'"'" , ,� 
1 2 4  



S U MMARY 

The l i f e s ty l e  o f  t h e e a r l y  c h u r c h t yp i f i e d t h e  l i f e s ty l e  o f  
J e s u s ; t h e i r  l o ve e x p l od ed i n t o  l i fe and  the i r  l i fe e x p l oded i n t o  
l o v e . T h e  e a r l y  c h u r c h  o f  b e l i e v e r s  r e a c h e d a s  J e s u s  h a d  
r e a c h e d - - u p a nd d own , i n  and  o u t . T h e i r  wa s n o th i ng u neve n t f u l  o r  
s h a l l o w a b o u t  t h e i r  l i v e s ; i n d i v i d u a l l y a n d t o g e t h e r  t h e y  
c h e r i s h ed t h e i r  l i fe - r e l a t i on s h i p s -- l o v i ng G od , l ov i ng the f am i l y  
o f  G o d , l o v i ng t h e  w o r l d f o r  G o d . C o n s i d e r  t h e  l i f e s t y l e  o f  
f a i th - a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r l y c h u r c h a s  m i n i s t e r s  o f  J e s u s  t h r o ugh 
the H o l y  S p i r i t . 

I t  i s  h e a r t e n i ng t o  r em em b e r t h a t  t h i s  f a i t h  t o o k  r o o t  a n d  
f l o u r i s h e d  a m a z i n g l y i n  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  k i l l e d  
a n y t h i n g l e s s  v i t a l  i n  a m a t t e r  o f  w e e k s . T h e s e  e a r l y  
C h r i s t i a n s  w e r e  o n  f i r e  w i th t h e  c o n v i c t i o n t h a t  t h e y  h a d  
b e c o m e , t h r o u g h  C h r i s t ,  l i t e r a l l y s o n s  o f  G o d ; t h e y  w e r e  
p i o n e e r s  o f  a n ew h u m a n i t y ,  f o u n d e r s 3 2 f a new K i ngdom . They 
s t i l l  speak  t o  u s  a c r o s s  the c e n t u r i e s . 

P e r ha p s  i f  we be l i e ved wha t t h ey b e l i e v e d  a � m o d e l ed wh a t  t h e y  
mod e l e d , w e  m i gh t  a c h i ev e  wha t  they ach i eved . 
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D I A G R AM 6 . 1 2 :  T H E  AM P L I F I ED G ROWTH MOD E L  

!"RAY I NG 

A S S EMB L I NG W I T N E S S I N G 
K E RYGMA 

K O I N I N I A  

T H E  WO RD 

JESUS-CENTERED LIFE 
SOWING I CO�IMITTED DIDACHE 

MATHATAE:US 

CULTIVATING� 
EVANGELIZED 

JESUS-C�ED COMMUNITY 

. . .  THOSE WHO HAD /N TED � � �RECEIVED
1
HIS WORD 

. . •  AND THE LORD WAS ADDING 
Acts ' 2 ' 41a ""' 

TO THEIR NUMBER DAY BY DAY • • .  WERE BAPTI ZED 
THOSE WHO WEH.E BEING SAVED • •  · WE� ODED 

Acts ':z : 47b PRIORITY ONE : Acts 2 : 41 
CHRIST / 
' 

I 

PRIORITY TWO: 
. THE FAMILY OF CHRIST 

1 'iH'E ,/ 
I S P I R I T \ 
I OF 1 
' J E SU S t 

PRIORITY �E-;; : .- ' 
THE WORK OF CHRIST � 

IN THE WORLD Acts 2 : 42 
/ • .�WERE CONTINUALLY 

Acts 2 : 43-47 a DEVOTING THEMSELVES 

. • • WERE TOGETHER. � . o6E MIND . • •  TOGETHER 
TO THE AP?STLE ' S  TEACHING 

· • · ( WE\ HAV/ING FAVOR WITH ALL THE PEOPLE �g ���
L
����iNG olsREAD " �TO PRAYER / 

�LVEO �INEO 

JESUS-CENTERED MINISTRY --------

I" R O P H ET S  

S H E I" H E: R D S  E:VANG I:: L I S TS 0 
T I::AC H E R S  
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D IAGRM1 6 . 1 3 :  RELAT IONS H I P S  AND PRIORIT I ES IN THE GROWTH MODEL 

PROPHETS 

SI BLING 

DI DACHE 

TEACHERS 
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END NOTES : EP ILOGUE 

1 .  B rown , D i c tionary , 2 / 5 1 7 .  
2 .  Ortiz , D i s c ip l e , 1 2 . 
3 .  Luke 6 : 46 .  
4 .  Luke 6 : 47-49 and Exodus 24 : 7 . 
5 .  Adapted from Horr i s , Lord , 1 6 - 1 7 ; John 2 0 : 2 8 .  
6 .  Ortland , Chu rch ,  1 9 .  
7 .  Ortland , Church , 1 9 . 
8 .  Ort land , Chu r ch ,  1 9 . 
9 .  Ortland , Church , 1 9 . 
1 0 . Or land , Chi ldre n ;  Ortland , Love ; and Ortland , Miracle . 
1 1 . J o hn 1 5  and 1 7 ;  O r t l and , ChUrch , 2 6 - 2 8 ; and Ortland , Love , 

1 5 4 .  
1 2 . Ortland , Chur ch ,  2 0 . 
1 3 .  Ortl and , Church , 1 9 .  
14 . Or tland , Love , 1 7 1 . 
1 5 .  Cook , Love;-11 .  
1 6 . The phr a s e s  with wor d s  b e g i n n i n g  w i th th e l e t t e r  1 c 1 w e r e  

sha r e d  b y  L a r r y  D e�H t t ,  P a s tor o f  th e C a l  v a r y  C ommunity Church , 
He stlake Vi l la g e , Cal i fornia , 1 9 8 1 . 

1 7 .  Ort l and , Love , 1 7 1 . 
18 . Mark 1 : 1 7-.

---

1 9 .  l'1ark 1 :  1 7 .  
2 0 . Eph e s i ans 4 : 1 3 .  
2 1 . Ortland , Love , 1 7 1 . 
2 2 . Ph i l ippians 3 : 8- 1 4 . 
2 3 . Eph e s i ans 4 : 1 3 - 1 6 . 
24 . John 1 5 : 2 . 
2 5 . Brown , D i ct i onary , 1 / 7 2 2 - 7 2 3 .  
2 6 .  John 1 5 : 4 . 
2 7 . John 1 5 : 8  and Matthew 7 : 1 6 f .  
2 8 . John 1 5 : 1 5  and Luke 1 2 : 4 . 
2 9 . Matthew 7 : 19 and Luke 3 : 19 ;  1 3 : 6 f .  
3 0 . John 4 : 3 6 ;  1 5 : 1 6 .  
3 1 . Morr i s , John , 6 7 4 . 
3 2 . Ph i l l ip s�tter s ,  Tran s l ators Pre face . 
3 3 . Ph i l l ip s , L e t t e r s , T r a n s l a t o r s  P r e f a c e ; i n  D I AG RAM 6 . 1 3  

BI BLING re fers to a ct i vely re lating to THE WORD . 
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