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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

The vision of Isaiah is a prophecy that is divided 

thematically into sin, judgment and redemption. Through­

out the first half of the vision the message is primarily 

judgment for the sins of the people of Judah intermingled 

with prophecies of redemption; throughout the last half 

of the vision the message is redemption intermingled wlth. 

prophecies of judgment. 

The themes of sin, judgment and redemption are sewn 

together with the threads of creation motifs. Those 

threads which are primarily connected with judgment are 

the motifs from the creation stories which deal with sin 

and judgment.-Yahweh as the maker of justice, darkness, 

shame, evil and death--and the state of man before that 

sin--peace and rest. The motifs that are woven through 

the theme of redemption--create, one God, plan declared, 

word, breath, name, marriage and father--deal with 

Yahweh's creative ability in the first creation and the 

exodus which are reinterpreted and applied to the ser­

vant of Yahweh, the return from exile and the new crea­

tion. Gerhard von Rad attests to the fact that Isaiah 

used the doctrine of creation in a secondary manner. 



At no point in the whole of Second Isaiah 
does the doctrine of creation appear in 
its own right; it never forms the main 
theme of a pronouncement, nor provides the 
motive of a prophetic utterance. It is 
there, but as applied by the prophet in 
the course of his argument ft performs 
only an ancillary function. 

Theodore Ludwig writes: 

Discussions of Deutero-Isaiah's creation 
theology have focussed largely on his 
prolific use of creation terminology and 
imagery as a way of describin� the election 
of Israel and its imminent deliverance. 
Many scholars have therefore concluded with 
von Rad that the creation tre.ditions in 
Deutero-Isaiah have no individual status 
but are only ancillary to the election 
tradition. "Creation symbolism is absorbed 
into Exodus symbolism, " writes And erson; 
"the prophet has taken creation completely 
out of the realm of mythology. For hi� 2 creation is a historical event in the now. " 

This �t�dy will analyze the creation motifs used 

by Isaiah. It will attempt to show that Isaiah, first 

of all, had a theology of creation that actually viewed 

Yahweh as the original creator; and, secondly, that 

this view was reinterpreted by Isaiah to illuminate 

God's message for the practical situations of his present 

time. This usage, consequently, permits the vision of 

Isaiah along with the creation themes Isaiah used to be 

reapplied to our present situations. 

The book of Isaiah is a much disputed book. Its 

authorship has been attributed to two or more prophetic 

voices from the eighth to the fourth centuries. This 

has a bearing upon this study because the motifs of 

creation are splattered throughout Isaiah although 



they are concentrated in the last half of the book. 

This dispute leads to two questions: 1 )  Who is the 

author? and 2 ) What is the nature of Isaiah? 

The subject of this thesis, creation, is also 

grea.tly disputed. It is considered to be a major 

motif of myth. If creation is a mythical motif, what 

is its effect upon the message of Isaiah? In order 

'3 

to answer this question, another question must be asked 

first: WhAt is myth? 

This question also has bearing on another dispute 

which centers around the meaning of creation. Science 

and theology have disputed its meaning for many years. 

The controversy revolves around the question of the 

method of origins. Did creation occur by means of evo­

lution which is process-oriented with or without a God 

or by means of special creation which is word-oriented 

with the power of one God. A brief consideration of 

this issue will show why this present study is necessary. 

What does Isaiah have to say about the question of 

origins? 

The Authorship of Isaiah3 

In 1 789 Doederlein published a commentary in which 

he denied that Isaiah wrote chapters 40-66. Instead a 

Second Isaiah wrote these chapters. �his ViPW was held 

because of the prominence of Babylon in several of the 

prophecies within these cha.pters--chapters 4 3;  46 and 4 7. 
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Be cause Cyrus was nam e d  as the man who would a l l ow the 

Jews to re turn and to rebu i ld Jerusalem- - Cyrus l ive d 

two c e ntu r i e s  afte r  Isa i a h --sc holars f e l t  tha t  Isa i a h  

c ould not have wr i tten the prophe c ie s  about Cyrus.  The 

m e ntion of the ex i le i n  1 8 : 2 0 and 5 2 : 2  caused ma ny 

sch o l a rs to c onc lud e tha t the se cha pters were wr itten 

i n  Babylon near the e nd of the e x i le . Gese n ius h e ld 

su c h  a v i ew b e c ause h e  dete rm i n e d  that the re were c o mmon 

to pi c s  w i th in the se c h a pte rs.  

The m e ssag e  o f  Deute r o - Isa i ah was one o f  c om f o r t .  

Edwa rd J .  Young pre sents a syno psi s o f  h i s  me ssage 

to the e xi l e s : 

Th i s  " Grea t  Unknown" • • • comfo rted the 
ex i l e s  • • •  by te l l i ng the m  tha t  the i r God , 
Yahwe h ,  was the Cre a to r  o f  heaven and e arth , 
One who would d e stro y  the idols , who b y  
m e ans o f  Cyrus wou l d  fre e the c a ptive s and 
who woul d  bring b l e ssing to th e e ntire world 4 by tha t  servant- - Israe l - -whom h e  had chose n . 

Anoth e r  v i ew was advo c ated i n  1 892 . Bernhard Duhm 

sug�e sted tha t  the r e  were many authors involved i n  the 

wri t i ng o f  Isa i a h .  Deute ro - Isa iah only wrote cha pte rs 

4 0 -5 5  and had l ive d i n  Pho e n i c i a about 54 0  B . C . The 

servant songs were wr i tten by a poe t  in the Jew i sh 

c ommun i ty a.b out one hundred years late r  and inse rted 

i nto the pro phe c y .  Cha pte rs 56 - 6 6  were wr i tten by a 

"th ir d " I sa i ah - - Tr i te- I sa i a h - -be fore the time o f  

Neh e m i ah ' s  acti v i ty i n  Je rusa l e m . 5 

Edward J ,  Young pre sents seven reasons why Isa iah , 

the son o f  Amoz , wrote the entire vision o f  Isa i a h : 



1 )  a w i tn e s s  from trad i t i on ,  2) a styl i st i c  witne s s , 

J) the Bab y lon i an pro phe c i e s ,  4 )  the eyrus prophe cy , 

5 ) the prose passage o f  chapters 36- 39, 6 )  para l l e l  

pas sege s  and  ? )  a l i terary w i tne ss .  'I'he wi tness fro m  

tra d i t i on conta ins three pa rts.  The fi rst w i tness 

come s from the De ad Sea scro l l s .  In t h e  Isa i an i c  sc roll, 

d a t e d  i n  the fi rst or se cond c e n tury B.C., t here wa s no 

se pa ra t i on b e twe e n  c h a pt e rs 39 and 40 wh i c h  wou l d  b e  

e xpe c te d  i f  c ha pt e rs 4 0-66 we re wr i t t e n  by d if ferent 

authors. 6 The only se para t i o n  was at the c o n c lusi on 

of c hapte r 3 3  wh i c h  would sugge st tha t Isaia h  may have 

been c onsi d e re d  a b i fid and thus the product of one 

author , Isa iah . The se c on d  witne ss from tradit i o n  i s  

found in t h e  W i sd om o f  Je sus b e n  Sirach or Ec c l e siast i ­

cus . In t h i s  se cond c e n tury work b e n  Sirach sa i d  that 

Isai ah comforted those who mourne d  in Zion . He revealed 

what wa s t o  o c cur to t h e  e n d  o f  t i me , and t h e  h i dden 

t h i ngs be f ore the y came t o  pa ss ( Ec c l e si a st i cus 48 : 24b -

2 5 ) . The word ben Sirach use d  for c om f or t  i s  the same 

a s  that use d  i n  the Hebrew a nd Gre e k  manuscr i pt s  o f  

Isa iah . Con se que n t l y , t h e  authorsh i p  o f  the vision o f  

Isa i a h  was e stab l i sh e d  b y  the t i me o f  ben S i rach . ? The 

t h i rd t raditional w i tne ss to t h e  authorsh i p  of Isa iah 

c omes from the New Testame n t . Twen ty-one  t im e s  in the 

New �e starne n t  Isaiah i s  ment i on ed by name i n  c onne c t ion 

w i th a quo ta t i on from the b o o k  of  Isa iah . 8 Onc e  John , 

i n  speak i ng about Isa iah 6 and 5 3 ,  sa i d  tha t Isa iah 



spoke having se e n  the �l ory o f  Chr ist , At th i s  po i nt 

John i s  d e clar ing that Isa i a h  wrote both pa ssages a nd 

t hat t h e y  were �e sults o f  Isai ah ' s  visi on or visions 

o f  Chr i st . The c onc lusi o ns from trad i t i on , wh i c h  

i n c ludes scr i pture i t s e l f , i s  tha t one author wro te 

the vision o f  Isa i a h  a nd tha t tha t one author was 

Isa ia h  ben Amoz.  

6 

The se c ond w i tn e ss to the authorsh i p  o f  th i s  v i si on 

i nvo lve s  sty l i st i c  w i tn e sse s. If chapters 4 0  t o  66 were 

wr i t t e n  by a no th e r  author o t he r than Isa iah ben Amoz , 

why d id the e d i t o r  not a ppend a he ad ing to t h i s  se c t ion 

o f  the book as e d i t ors d id t o  e ve n  the sma l l e st o f  

pro phe c ie s  suc h  a s  Obad i a h? Also , t h e  pe rspe c t ive o f  

t h e  wri t e r  is n o t  o f  a person i n  Babylon but o f  some one 

i n  Je rusa l e m,9 The author wr i te s  as though he i s  not  i n  

Babyl on.  He i s  spa t iall y  d i stant f r o �  Babyl on ( 4 3 : 1 4 ;  

45r22  a nd 41 : 9 ; 46 : 1 1 ; 5 2 :1 1 ) .  The tre e s  men t i oned are 

na t i ve t o  Judea .and not Babylon ( 44 : 1 4 ) .  The t o pography 

men t i one d i n  40 : 4  i s  tha t o f  Israel and not Babylon . 

Throu�hout cha pt e rs 4 0 -66 t h e  pro phet pre se nts t houghts 

about Je rusa l e m  that h in t  t ha t she st i l l  sta nd s .  In fac t , 

62 : 6  a c tua l l y  men t i o ns the wal l s  as if they we re standi ng. 

It should not be surpr i si ng t h a t  the author should wri t e  

about t h e  e xi l e  in t h e  last ha l f  o f  the pro phe c y  be cause 

he pre d i c te d  the e x i l e  many t ime s in the f i rst half o f  

the  book . 

A t h i rd w i tne ss for a un i te d  authorsh i p  o f  Isaiah 
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is the Babylonian prophecies found in chapters 1), 14, 

and 21. If the prophecies against Babylon in chapters 

4)-48 are an indication that Isaiah ben Amoz did not 

write chapters 40-55, then why were these three chapters 

placed where they are? Those who deny the authenticity 

of Isaianic authorship in chapters 40-55 also claim that 

these chapters were not written by Isaiah ben Arooz but 

have no explanation for this placement of the burden of 

Babylon. Young asks why a later editor would even attri­

bute these prophecies to Isaiah ben Amoz since he 

prophesied a century before Babylon became a threat to 

Judah.10 He notes that although chapters 13 and 14 are 

not considered Isaianic the epilogues are considered to 

have been written by Isaiah. Adding epilogues to proph­

ecies is a characteristic of prophecies considered to be 

genuinely Isaianic. Another Isaianic characteristic is 

the threefold command in 1):2. Young cites the phrase­

ology of verses 2-5 as characteristic of Isaiah. Young 

also points out that these prophecies are used by such 

prophets as Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Ezekiel and Jeremiah. 

A fourth witness to the genuineness of this section 

of Isaiah involves the understanding of the Cyrus prophecy. 

Isaiah was undoubtedly a man filled by the Holy Spirit 

through whom the Holy Spirit spoke. Under such inspira­

tion Isaiah could have predicted the name of the future 

deliverer of his people, Cyrus. Such events had happened 

before and after Isaiah, most notably the prophecy by the 



mAn o f  Jud ea  o f  J o siah hun d reds o f  years b e f ore it was 

ful fil le d . Quit e  o f t e n  t h roughout this portion o f  t he 

vision o f  I s a ia h , Yahweh says t hat he  wil l d o  e n e w  

8 

t hing in pre dic ting t h e  future . The r e f ore, w h y  n o t  

b e lie ve t h a t Yahweh i s  d oing j u s t that in pre d ic ting 

Cyru s ' d e liv e ran c e ?  An anal ysis o f  t his pas sage 

(44:24-45:4 ) re ve a l s t hre e s e c tions . The fir s t  s t ro phe 

re fe rred to  the remo t e  pa s t . The s e c on d  stroph e  r e f erre d 

t o  c o n t e mpora r y  e ve n t s  in t h e  pre s e n t . The t h ird s t r o ph e , 

re f e rr i ng t o  t h e  future , �ust re fer t o  the rero t e  future 

be cau s e  the firs t s tro phe re f e rred to t he dis tan t pas t . 

A fif t h  witne s s  is the pro s e  pas s age in c h a pters 

36 -39 .  Th e fir s t two c hapt e rs e re ab out Heze kiah ' s  

experie n c e  wit h A s s y ria . The l a s t  two chapt e r s  are about 

his d ealings wit h  Babyl o n . The  oddi t y  is t hP.t t hese two 

pairs o f  c hapte r s  are out of  chronologica l o rd e r. This 

nuance canno t have ori�inated with the hin�s aut h or 

be cous e the y a re n o t  in chron o lo�ic�l,orde r .  Th e refore , 

the�e chap t e r s  are o rig i nal Isa i a nic Daterial. Young 

propo s e s  that t h e y  provid e a t ran sition b e tween t h e  part 

o f  t h e  vision t h a t c o n cen t r�t e d  on t h e  pro phecy t o  Judah 

affe c te d  by As s y ria a n d  the pro phe c y  t o  J u d ah af f e c t e d  b y  

Baby l on . Cha pte r  39 e n d s  wit h t he pro phe c y  o f  the exile 

and chapt e r  40 b e gins wit h  a word of c orrfort . This in t e r ­

pre t a tion provide s g o o d  in sivht f o r  t h e  e x pl a nation of 

a u thorship o f  cha p t e r s  4 0 -6 6 .  

T h e  s ix th wi tness c�nc e rn s  the paralle l pas s age s that 



9 

appear within Isaiah and between Isaiah and other prophets.· 

There are several parallel passages that occur between 

the first (1-39) And second parts of Isaiah (40-66).11 

There are several passeges in Isaiah that Are paralleled 

in the pre-exilic prophets Habakkuk, Jeremiah, Zephaniah 

and .!Hca.h, and the exilic prophet Ezekiel.12 Of these 

passages Isaiah 43:1-6 and Jeremiah 30:10-11 have six 

points of parallelism.13 

The seventh witness from Isaiah that points to its 

authorship concerns the name for Yahweh used almost solely 

by Isaiah, the Holy One of Israel. Twelve times in the 

first 39 chapters Isaiah used this term, fourteen times 

in chapters 40-66. 

1 L� The final witness is in the nature of the book of 

Isaiah. The heading of the prophecy is the "vision" of 

Isaiah ben Amoz. In chapters 21 and 22 the prophecies 

are called visions. In II Chronicles 32:32 the chronicler 

referred to Isaiah's prophecy as the "vision of Isaiah." 

If the book of Isaiah's prophecy is classified as vision, 

then the section including chapters 40-66 could be visionary. 

Young proposes a time for this prophecy which would fit 

this view of Isaiah as a vision. At the end of his ministry 

with Hezekiah, after having foretold of Babylon's supremacy 

over Judah, Isaiah meditated on those prophecies which 

puzzled him. The resulting visions resulted in the proph­

ecies of comfort which are found in chapters 40-66. 

The word for "vis ion" is 1 i l' 0 . 



1 0  

noun d er i  VA t i  ve of il In ' w h ich m e A n S  ''he s a w . II I t  T � 
i s  u s e d  in  a ra the r exa l t e d  and s pecia l way.1 5 � �l .. .... 
i s  t h e  norma l word for ur s e e , "  be ing u s ed a lmos t four­

te e n  hund r e d  t ime s in the Old Te s tamen t  •1 6 il\ n i s  
T T 

u s e d  qu i te of ten i n  connec tion w i t h  prophecy and expe r i -

e nce s w i t h  God . Th i s  word i s  u s e d  in  pa s s a�e s i n  wh ich 

God reve a l e d  me s sage s to h i s prophe t s  t hrough v i s ion . 

Th i s  i s  not ice a b l e  in  t he l i f e  of Ba l a R m  ( Nu .  24:4,16) 
and I s a i a h  (1 :1). I t  wa s u s e d  in  connect ion w i th Go d ' s  

reve lat ion through d r e a m s  in the  prophecy of Dan i e l  

( 2 :2 6 ; 4 : 5 , 9 ) . I t  beca m e  so a s soc i A t e d  w i th proph ecy 

t hR t in I s a iah i t  acqu ire d  t h e  me en ing " proph e s y "  ( Is .  

30 : 1 0 ) . I t  pos s e s s e d  a n  act i ve m e an ing of s ePing a 

re ve la t ion f rom lahw e h  rA t h e r  t h a n  t h e  pa s s ive s ense  of 

rece iv i ng a reve la t ion. I t  i s  pos s ible tha t t h i s  i s  the  

wa y that t he te rm wa s used i n  I s a i a h1 7  i n  the h e a d ing to 

the book " wh ich he s a w "  a s  wel l �=ts SoJ'!'le of t h e  prophec i e s  

t h roue:chout t h e  book. l i l 0 i t se 1 f i s  found i n  t h e  t 1 tle 

of I s a i a h  a s  we l l  a s  the book of prophecy b y  Na hum 

w h i ch WAS a v i s ion of the d e s t ruc t ion of N i n e ve h . �h ere -

fore, the v i s ion of I s a i a h  i s  t h e  me s sage tha t came from 

God w h ich I s a i a h  s a w  w i t h  h i s  spi r i tua l e ye s . J ohn the 

evange l i s t  re flecte d  t h i s  i n t e r pre ta t ion i n  cha p t e r  1 2  

whe n  h e  s a i d , " The s e  t h i ngs I s a i a h  s a i d , becau s e  h e  saw 

Hi s glory , And spoke of Him " ( Jn .  12 : 41 ) . 

WhereAS Any of th e s e  w i t ne s s e s  b y  th e m s e lve s ma y not 

be e nough to be a r  t e st i mony to t h e  g e nu i n e ness of Isainh's 



a ut hors h i p  o f  the v i s i o n , all o f  them together carry 

tremend ous we ight . Howe ve r , the brunt of e v i nent ia l 

we i ght s hould re s t  i n  a fa i t h  i n  Y a hweh who c ause s new 

t h i ngs to h appe n .  Such a God c ould pro ph e c y  a " new" 

t h i ng be fore it ha ppe ne d . With  t h i s  f a i t h  it i s  not 

di ff i cult to be l i e ve tha t I s a i a h  ben Am oz wro t e  the 

comple t e  66 c ha pt e r s  ca l l e d  the  v i s i o n  o f  I s a iah . 

1 1  

Throughout t h e  world the  l i t e rature o f  na t i ons 

i nclude s s to r i e s about the  o r i g in o f  t h e  world and the 

ob j e c t s  w i t h i n  i t . Cre a t i o n  i s  one o f  the rna j or sub j e c t s  

o f  s tori e s  t ha t  l i ngu i s t s  a nd a nthro po l og i s t s  cla s s i fy a s  

myth.1 �  Myt h i s  l i t e ra ture that func t i ons i n  r i tua l , 

t e a c h i ng and t hroughout the  g e ne rat i o ns o f  s o c i e t y . 

As l i t e ra ture myt h  i s  c o ns i d e re d  t o  have been origi­

nal l y  t ransm i t t e d  oral l y . Howeve r , a s  e v i d e nced by  the 

t a bl e t s  c o nt a i ning c re a t i o n  myths found i n  the anc i e nt 

l ibrar i e s  o f  the  N e a r  Ea s t  -- the Gi lgame s h  Ep i c , Enuma 

E l i s h  a nd the Baa l m y t h  -- myth has be e n  wri t t e n .  

Ri c hard Chas e s ta t e s  tha t " myth drama t i z e s  i n  poe t i c  

form the hurt s  and ne e ds o f  a s o c i e ty . " 1 9 Tho s e  poe t i ca l  

chara c t e r i s t i cs t ha t  a re found i n  m y t h  a r e  re pe t i t i on of 

phras e s , mo t i fs and l ong pas s age s ;  s ymbo l s , me taph ors and 

a rche t y pe sr and t h e m e  and m o t i fs .  Of t he s e  chara cter i s t i c s , 

I s a iah us e d  the  t he m e s and �ot i f s  o f  crea t i on as w e l l  a s  

me t a pho r , s ymbo l i sm a nd arche t y pe s . Ivlany o f  the pas sage s 
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u s i ng cre ation in the v i s i on o f  I s aiah are poe tic . 

Although the s P  l i te rary characte ris t i cs are a part o f  

myth , the y are not a s  im portant f or the interpre tation 

o f  I s a iah a s  the functio n s  i n  which myth was us e d .  In 

The ory o f  Li t e ra ture Wel le k  and Warre n wri t e tha t  myth 

is the " s poken pa rt of r i tua l . "20 This connect ion w i th 

ritual is n o t  found in I saiah . Ca rrol Stuhlmue l l e r  

wri te s : 

Deu t e ro - Is a i ah o f f e rs l i ttle or n o  a s s i s tance 
f o r  acce pt i ng a po pular or we l l -e s tabl i s he d  
be l i e f  a n d  f e a s t, at the ce n t e r  o f  I s rae l ' s  
pre -e xilic l i f e � honor ing Y ahwe h as King and 
cos m i c  creat o r . 1 

There fore , I saiah d id n o t  u s e  crea tion mot i f s  f or r i tual . 

Myth a s  pedagogy wa s u s e d  e x t e n s ive ly by I s aiah . 

Accord i ng t o  Ian Barbour there are f our a s pe ct s  t o  this 

use  o f  myth: 1 )  myth ord e rs e xpe r i ence , 22 2 )  "myths 

provi de pa t t e rn s  f o r  human a .ct i ons , "2 3  3 )  " myths inform 

ma .n about h imse lf , n2 4  and 4 )  "myths e xpre s s  a saving 

powe r in huma n l i fe . " 2 5  

Isa i ah u s e d  creati o n  m o t i fs t o  he l p  ord e r  the live s 

o f  h i s  pe o pl e  by s pe aking o f  God ' s  powe r t o  bring h i s  

pe o pl e  out o f  e xil e . The s e  mo t i f s  from the creat i on 

s tory provide pa t t e rn s  f o r  t h e  behavior o f  the Hebrews 

con ce rn ing obed i en ce to and b e l i e f  in Yahwe h as God . 

They were us e d  to in f o rm t h e  Hebrews about their rela-

ti onsh i p  to Y ahwe h and abou� God ' s  plans for the i r  

salva t i on, bo t h  na t i on a l l y  a n d  pers ona l l y .  

The las t cha ra cter i s t i c  o f  myth was i t s  tran s -



h i s to r i c a l  nature . �h i s  means that myth appl ies t o  

more than the generat i on thA t o r i g i na ted t h e  myth . 

I s a i ah ' s  re appl i ca t i on o f  t he creA t i on s t or ies o f  

Genes i s  t o  t he l ives o f  t h e  Hebrews o f  h is t i me and 

those in s ub seq uent g e nera t i on s  reaffir�ed the tra ns -

h i s to r i cal na ture o f  t he crea t i on myth . 

I s a i ah ' s  use of the creat i on myth po i n t s  t o  

lJ 

another a s pec t o f  t he t rans -h ist o r i cal nature o f  myt h , 

t ruth o r  f ac t . W i l fred Gue r i n  wr i tes that myth i s  a 

c om plex o f  s to r ies - - s ome no d oub t fa c t , and 
s ome fan t a s y - -whi c h , for va r i ous rea s ons , 
human be ing s  reg a rd a s  demons tra t ions o f  t he 
inner �ean ing o f  t he un i verse and o f  human 
l i fe . 2 

I s a iah a ppl ied the mo t i f s  o f  crea t i on ma intain ing that 

what la hweh c l a i m s  to h8Ve done in the myths he a c tually 

d id� and , t herefore , because he actua l l y  d i d  tho s e  

t h i ng s , h e  c a n  a n d  w i l l  d o  new th ing s . The s av ing a c t s  

o f  Yahweh in the present are ba s ed u pon the truth o r  

h i s t o r i c a l  fact o f  Yahweh ' s  a c t s  i n  t he pas t .  

In c onclus i on, myth c a n  be def ined a s  a s t ory tha t 

usua l ly i s  " poet i c  in nature t hus caus i ng i t  t o  have 

rhythm i c  qua l i t ies wh i c h  i n c ludes repet i t ion a s  well as 

metre , t o  h a ve a metaph o r i c  na ture , to have a thema t i c  

pur po se . " 27 hyth i s  u s ed w i t h in t he commun i t y  i n  i ts 

r i tual experi ences i nvo l v i ng s u ppl i ca t i on and pra i se .  

I t  i s  u s ed t o  teach t he Wel t ans chauung accepted by the 

c ommun i t y--the meaning o f  the problem o f  l i fe ,  t he order 

o f  the world , R jus t i f i ca t i on for the bel iefs of the 



communi ty , a v i ew o f  man and the  " sa v i ng powe r i n  

human l i fe . " 2 8  Myth i s  b as e d  i n  s ome way u pon fac t 

and can t h e re fore be u s e d  t o  pre s e nt a c o mmun i ty ' s  

We ltnns chauu ng .  

The Meani ng o f  Cre a t i o n  

In 1 98 2  an Arkans a s  c ourt c a s e  brough t forth  a 

c o n t rove r s y c o nc e rn i ng t h e  meaning o f  creat i o n .  The 

c re a t i o n  vi ew pre s e nt e d  at t h e  t r i al wa s c a l l e d  

1 4  

s c i e nt i f i c  creat i o n i s m .  I t  pre s e nt s  a v i e w  o f  crea tion 

in wh i ch God created  the heavens a nd the e arth in a 

re la t i ve l y  s h o rt t im e . 

Davi s  Young ob j e c t e d  to the  a c ce pte n c e  o f  t h i s  

view a s  t h e  o ne t o  b e  pre s e nt e d  i n  s ch o o l s  a s  an a lter-

nat ive to e volut i o n .  In E t e rn i t v  ma gazi ne he wr i t e s  

t hat t h e re a re many d i f fe re n t  v i ews of crea t ionism . 

He d e f i ne s  gene ral b ib l i cal c re a t i oni sm as 

the  be l i e f  that the  b ib l i cal re c o rd of 
creat i o n is  t rue . The b ib l i ca l  c re a t i on i s t  
b e l i e v e s  tha t the s ov e re ign , t r i u n e  God , 
the  Fa ther o f  the Lord Je sus Chr i s t , c reated 
the  e nt ire unive rse out o f  no th i ng , by the 
word o f  h i s  powe r .  He b e l i eve s t h a t  t he 
f i rs t  chapt e r  o f  Ge ne s i s  d e s c rib e s  r e a l 
e ve nt s . He be l i ev e s  tha t the world under­
we nt growth s.nd d eve l o pm e nt dur i n g  i t s  
creat i o n .  He b e l i eve s t ha t  the  human race 
i s  uniaue , the  c rown o f  creat i o n . Al l these 
be l i e fs are ba s i c  to the  b ibl i ca l  d o c tr i n e  
o f  creat i o n , t h e  one w h o  ��b s c r i b e s  to them 
i s  a g e ne ra l  c re a t i oni s t . 

Y oung c ont i nu e d  t o  a rgue that o ne po s s ible  c re a t i on 

v i ew c ou l d  i nc lude evolu t i on a s  God ' s  m e thod o f  creat i o n .  
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He argue s tha t c re a t i o n  in a s hort pe r i o d  o f  t i me i s  

n o t  suppo r t e d  b y  b i bli cal usage o f  t h e  cre at i on m o t i fs .  

I f , a s  a gene ral c re a t i on i s t , Y oung i nclud e s  evolut i on 

i n  G o d ' s  m e t hod ology o f  crea tion, h e  imme d i a t e ly di s ­

qua l i f i e s  h i s  v i ew a s  be i ng an a lt e rnet ive t o  evolu t i on . 

Only a comple t e  und e rs tand ing o f  cre a t i on a s  u s e d  

i n  t h e  B i ble , a crea t i on t h e ology , c en help a lle v i a t e  

t h e  t e n s i on i n  the evangelical co�mun i ty be tween t h o se 

who be l i e ve cre a t i on i s  t o t a lly a re sult o f  God ' s  a c t ion 

by word a n d  t h o s e  wh o beli eve i t  i s  a re s ult o f  God ' s  

a c t i on b y  t h e  u s e  o f  e volu t i on .  A s tudy o f  I s a i a h  w i ll 

help move t oward t h e  d evelo p�e nt o f  a crea t i on t h e o logy . 

The q ue s t i on s  that t h i s  s t ud y w i ll a t t e �pt t o  answer e re :  

1 ) What d o e s  I s a ia h ' s  us e o f  t h e  crea t i on To t i f s  s a y  

a bout t h e  o r i g ina l c re a t ion? 2 )  How d i d I s a i a h  a pply 

t h e s e  m o t i fs w i th in t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  h i s  m e s sa�e ? and 

J) How d oe s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e s e  m o t i f s a f f e c t  the i n t e r pre ­

t a t i on o f  the s e  pro ph e c i e s  f o r  us today a s  well a s  the 

i n t e rpre ta t i o n  o f  cre a t i on today? 
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CHAPTER TWO 

G OD ' S  CREATIVE A CTIVITIES 

The v i s i o n  o f  I s e i Rh pre s e nt s  a ful l y-deve l o pe d  

theo logy o f  c re a t i on .  I s a i ah u s e d  twenty- thre e 

d i f f e re nt words o r  mo t i f s  conne c t e d  t o  the myth o f  

cre a t i o n .  Some o f  t h e s e  word s a r e  " cre a t e , "  Oil!:!.), 
' ' 

" ma ke , "  (i1WY), a nd " fo rm , 11 ("l''j'""). Som e  o f  the mot i f s  T .,. - .,.. 

I sa iah u s e d  e x t e ns ive l y  are d a rkne s s  and l i �ht , s h ame , 

pea ce and trus t ,  g o o d  and e v i l , d e ath de s troyed ,  re s t , 

the e xodus , e te rni t y  and d e i t y , t he curs e , the word o f  

Yahweh ,  the bre a th o f  Yahweh and name . Some c o nce pt s  

u s e d  only s pa r i ng l y  a r e  marriag e , fa the r and the flood . 

The s e  mo t i fs o f  c re a t i on are u s e d  b y  I s a i a h , no t 

i n  a phi l o s o ph i ca l  manne r , but , ra the r , i n  a th e o l og i cal 

a ppl i c a t i on t o  the prac t i ca l , d ay by d ay l ive s of h i s  

pe o pl e . B e c a u s e  I s a iah u s e d  the s e  mot i fs i n  th i s  manne r , 

they ha ve a ppl i ca t i on f o r  us tod a y . Sinc e  I s a iah u s e d  

the s e  crea t i on mo t i f s  s o  e xt e ns ive l y , the y  w i l l  b e  

a nalyz e d  a c c ord i ng t o  theme s  o f  creation : 1 )  t h e  crea-

t ive a c t iv i t i e s  o f  Yahwe h- -cre a te , make , f o rm and o ther 

l e s s  frequent l y  u s e d  a c t ivi t i e s ; 2) the creat i ve agents 

o f  Y ahweh-- t he word a nd o t h e r  mo t i fs re la t e d  t o  the word , 

a nd the s pi r i t  and o the r mot i fs related t o  the s pi rit ; 

1 8 
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J )  t h e  c onfl i c t s  of creat i on - - l i ke ne s s , the m on s t e rs of 

c re a t i on ,  an� da rkne s s  a nd l ight: 4 )  the creat i ve r e l a ­

t i on s h i p- -f a ther , m a rr i a g e  and re s t : 5 ) t h e  creat i ve 

r e l a t i on s h i p  b roken - -good and e vi l , pr i d e , s ham e a nd 

the curs e ; and 6 )  the crea t i ve re l a t i on sh i p  re d e e �e d - -

t h e  e xodus , chos e n , s e rvan t , d e ath d e s troye d , pea c e  and 

new c re a t i on .  Th i s  s tudy wi l l  con c lud e wi th a c od i f i -

cat i on of Isa iah ' s  theol ogy of crea t i on and a n  a ppl i -

ca t i on of i t s  truths t o  our l i ve s . 

The pla c e  to s ta r t  in a s tudy of I s a ia h ' s  theol ogy 

of c re a t i on i s  h i s  te rminology for the a c t  of c re a t i on .  

In d e s c r i b ing wha t  Yahwe h h a d  d one in t h e  pa s t , wa s 

doing i n  t he pre s ent,and would d o  in the future , I s a iah 
. 

u s e d  thre e verb s - - " crea te , "  OCl :!1), "make , "  ( i1 WY), and "t "T T "t" 
" form , "  (l �, ) -- a s we l l  as many oth e r  l e s s  f re auent - ... 
t e rm s . In t h i s  c ha pte r  the s e  t e rm s  wi l l  be de f in e d  and 

t h e i r  us e a n a l y z e d . In ord e r  to under s t and the i r  

me a n i ng thre e q ue s t i on s  wi l l  b e  answe re d : 1 )  Wh o i R  the 

c r e a t or? 2 )  What d id he creat e ?  and J )  Wha t is the 

s ign i f i cance  of the s e  a c t i ons t o  the l i ve s  of t h e  Hebrews? 

In the vi s i on of Isa i a h  " crea te "  ( )\ l :::1.) i s  u s e d  ... . 
s e ve n t e e n  t i me s - -on l y  onc e  in c ha pters 1 - 39 and s i xteen 

t ime s in c hapters  4 0 - 6 6 . In the s e  pa s sage s the one who 

c re a t e s  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  as " th e  Holy One , "  " t he Eve rla s t i ng 

God , "  " the Hol y One of I s ra e l , "  and " th e  h igh and e xal ted  

One  who l i ve s  foreve r ,  whos e name is  Hol y . "  Howeve r ,  

in e a ch of thes e  s e ve n teen locat i ons , Y a hwe h (nln,) i s  
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i dent i fi e d  a s  the name o f  the cre a tor . 

�h i s  G o d ,  TilD,, i s  t h e  most i m portant e lement i n  

t h e  v i si on of Isa i ah .  H e  i s  the inst igator of h i story . 

He i s  the savior . He i s  the d efiner of the chara c t e r  

of h i s  serva n t . H e  i s  t h e  creator . Isa iah d e c lared 

t hat God i s  c reator : of the world , of h i s  se rvant a nd 
\ \ 

o f  new t h ing\ 
\ 

Yahwe h 

Th i s  God d e c lares h i mse lf t o  be n 1 il' : 
. 

iTl \l·r , JN 
T : • - : 

, Q � }<-7 il ( 4 2 : 8 ) . i11il, was t h e  name tha t  God u s e d  in 

i d e n t i fy ing h imse lf t o  Moses at the burn ing bush . The 

m e an ing of t h i s  name g iven i n  Exodus is " I  am who I a m " - ­

\1�.\1� l�� il���. God t o l d  Mose s ,  " You are t o  say t o  

t h e  Israe l i tes : ' I  a m  ha s sen t  m e  t o  you ' "  (Ex� J:l�). 
ill�' hes be e n  i n t e r pr e t e d  b y  most sch o l a r s  t o  be 

t h e  Qa l ste m  and the i m pe rfe c t  t ense of ill il me10ming 
.,. � 

" h e  i s" o r  " the one wh o i s . "1 Th i s  inte r pre t a t i on would 

c o in c i d e  with the in te r pre t a t i on g iven in Exodus J : 1 4 .  

Howeve r , some have inte r pre t e d  �1�, t o  b e  from the 

H i ph i l  ste m  of TI]D in the i m pe rfe c t  te nse m ean ing "he 

b r i ngs i n t o  be ing " o r  " g iver of �xi st ence , c re a tor . " 2 

Th i s  i n t e r pre ta t i on r e fle c t s  " o l d  l i turgica l  formulas, 

found e spe c ia l l y  in Egypt , in wh i c h  the d e i t y  was re cog -

n i z ed as the one who cont i nual ly b r i ngs a bout a ll t h at 

i s--nam e ly, t he Cre a tor and Susta iner of a l l . " 3 " Th i s  

inte r pre ta t i on has t h e  m e r i t  of pu tt ing t h e  a ccen t  o n  
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Yahwe h ' s  d ynAm i c  lord sh i p :  H e  i s  the One who causes t o  

be wha t i s--i . e . , historic a l e v e n t s  and natural happe n ­

i ngs h a v e  the i r  o r i g in in h i s  sove re i gn wil l . "4 The 

context o f  the story in whic h TI1DT reveal e d  h imse l f  t o  

Mo se s se ts f o r t h  the c onv i c t ion that Yahweh is the 

a c tive God , whose l ord sh i p  is man i fe st in hist o r i c al 

af fa i rs .  

Both o f  these word ana l yse s give a sc riptural view 

o f  who God is : God i s  both the God who i s  and the God 

who crea t e s  and sustains .  Th e se two meanings t e c hni-

cal l y  exclud e e a ch o t he r . However , the context o f  

sc r i pture d emonstra t e s  tha t the y e n hAnce e ach othe r .  

The God who i s  must be thP God who causes a l l  things to 

be and the God who cause d a l l  things to be is a l so the 

God who h es the powe r t o  c ause new things t o  be . illll, , 

then , m eans " t he God who i s  a nd wh o cre ate s . " 

Cre a te 

Yahwe h is the God who crea tes Oil -=1). � ll is not ., .  ,.. 't j 
the only t e rm use d by Isaia h  to expre ss the f a c t that 

Ya .hwe h creR� e s .  l:i, , " forms , " a nd ilWY, "ma ke s , " are  - ,.  '1" 'T 
use d  in pa ssa ge s a longside )..(lJ_. Al though t h e y  are use d  . � r 
in a para l l el f ash i on , e ac h  ha s nuances o f  mean ing tha t 

d i stingui sh them from e a ch o t h e r . �lJ.. " em phasj_?e s the T "1 
init i a t ion o f  t h e  ob j e c t . 11 5 A stud y o f  the paPsages in 

which 'Nl.d_ a ppea rs r e ve a l s  that �-Cl-:;::L is conce rned with "f · r  'i' _. 

the creation o f  new thi ngs . I n  42 : 9  Yahweh d e c lares tha t 
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p9rt o f  h i s  ab i l i t y  as crea tor i s  t o  d e c lare new th ings . 

�h i s  ab i l i t y t o  pro claim whAt ha s no t been done  i s  

pre s e n t e d  b y  Yahwe h a s  a t e st o f  d e i ty .  " In I s a  41 : 2 0 

i t  i s  u s e d  of the change s that w ill take pla c e  in t h e  

Re s t o ra t i on w h e n  God e f f e c t s  that wh i c h  i s  new and d i f­

f e re n t . " 6 In 48:5- 7 Yahwe h s ta t e s  that he pro c l a ime d 

events  t o  the Hebrews before they ha ppened s o  that they 

could n o t  c l a im that the i r  i d o l  did them o r  that they 

had pre d i c t e d  them ; the re fore , Yahwe h  crea t e s  events 

n ow havi ng pro c l a imed them before . In 6 5 : 1 7  Y a hwe h 

remarks tha t h e  c re ate s new heavens and a new e a rth . 

The a s  s o c  i at i on of the t e rm ••new" (iJ] -rn) wi th >'fl ".!1. in 
'T 'T "r ...,-

t he s e  pa s sage s reveals a truth in the und ers tand ing 

I s a i a h  had of t h e  m e an in� of 'M l3... In fact , in 4 8 : 6  T T 
th e word f o r  " s ome thing new11 (ilW'I3.) i s  a d e r ivat ive T • : 
of Hl::::land:i s :used i n  c onn e c t i on w i t h  H74- refl e c t i ng the T T 
i d e a  that t h i s  new t h i ng was crea.t e d . he nc e , �I :1 means ... T 
" to creat e " o r  " to make s o m e t h ing new . " 

Th i s  i n t e r pre tat i on of WlJL would agre e w i t h  i t s  T 'r 
us e found i n  Ge ne s i s  c hapter one where the Gene s i s 

author u s e d  t he word only t hre e t i mes .  Each t im e  Nl !l ,. ,-
i s  u s e d  s o m e t h ing new was ma d e :  fi rs t , the h e avens and 

the e ar t h  were  created ; s e cond, a n ima l life was crea ted ; 

and t h i rd , t h e  image o f  God in man , o r  s pi r i tual l ife , 

wa s create d . 

A s  t h e  c re a tor , Y a hwe h pe rforme d  thre e type s of 

crea t ive a c t s - - t h e  world , h i s  pe o ple and new t h ings . 



Yahwe h i d e nt i f i e s  h imse l f  as the one who c r e a t e d  the 

heave ns and the e arth ( 4 2 : 5 ; 45 : 1 2 , 1 8 ) . He " created 
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the heave ns and stre t c h e d  them  out'' ( 42 : 5 ; 4 5 : 1 2 ,1 8) ,  

" spre a d  out t h e  e Rrth a nd i ts o f fspr i ng'' ( 4 2 : 5 ;  45 : 1 2 , 1 8 ) ,  

" g ive s breath to t h e  pe o ple on i t , a nd spi r i t  t o  those 

who wal k  in i t "  ( 42 : 5 ) .  He c re a ted the stars ( 40 : 26 ) .  

He created the  sm i t h  and the  one who d e stroys ( 54 : 1 6 ) .  

God n o t  only created the un i ve rse but he a lso cre a te d  

man . 

The creat ive a ct i vity of Yahwe h i s  not l i mi ted  t o  

the o r ig in a l  a c ts o f  c re a t i on . Yahwe h cont inued to 

crea t e  w i th i n  the h i story of mank i nd . Yahweh crea t e d  

the  Hebrew nat i on (4J:1). H e  c a l l e d  t h e m  by nam e  ( 41 : 1 ) .  

Be cause h e  ca l l e d  them by name , they belong to h i m .  

Just as Adam gained d om i n i on o v e r  the animals b y  nam ing 

the m , so Yahweh ha s d om i n i on ove r Israe l be cause he has 

called  them by name . 

Th i s  aspe c t  of Yahweh ' s  creat ive work reveals tha t 

h e  i s  a c t ive i n  h i story . I sa iah d isplayed this conc e pt 

whe n  he sa id , " I  am Yahwe h and there is n o  o th e r , the 

One form ing l igh t and c re a t i ng d arkness ,  causi ng we ll­

be ing a nd crea t ing calam i ty" ( 45 : 6-7 ) . 7 In th i s  pa ssage 

Yahwe h i s  e m ph a si z i ng t h e  fac t  that he i s  the Lord of  

h i st o ry . He i s  g o i ng t o  ra i se u p  Cyrus for t h e  sake of 

Israe l even though Cyrus d o e s  not rea l i ze i t. Yahweh 

i s  go ing to do t h i s  so tha t t h e  world may know t ha t  �here 

i s  only one God . As the God  of h i st ory , Ya hwe h creates 



bad even t s  as we ll as good events . 

Yahwe h d emon s t ra t e s  h i s  c laim a s  Lord o f  h i s tory 

t hrough new creative ac tivit y as we l l . �h i s  activit y 

i s  o f  a tran s f orm ing na ture . He c r e at e s  a rig h t e ous 
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redem pt ion for I s ra e l  ( 45 : 8) .  Even though they d o  not 

d e s e rve t o  be healed  be cau s e  of the i r  turn i ng awa y , 

h e  w i ll heal them and create pra is e u pon the i r  l i ps 

(57:1 9 ) .  

I saiah plac e d  the d o c tr i n e  o f  c re a t i o n  in j uxta -

pos i t i on w i th t h e  d o c trine o f  re d e m pt io n . Ge rhard 

von Rad conc lud e s  tha.t a l though there i s  " a  g re a t deal 

o f  e v i d e n c e  f o r  the d o c t rine t ha t  Ya hwe h crea t e d  t he 

world , "  i t  d o e s  not a ppear by i ts e lf " form i ng t h e  �ain 

t heme o f  a pas s ag e  in i t s  own r ight ; "  but a lways i s  

r e l a t e d  i n  s om e  way t o  the d o c t r ine o f  red e mpt i on . 8 

I s a iah ' s  pur po s e  f o r  us ing the  d oc t rine o f  creat i on i n  

t h i s  way wa s a s  " a  f ound a t i on f o r  fa i th . " 9 von Rad 

c omme nt s : 

I t  i s  as  i f  f o r  Deu te ro- I s aiah the creat ion 
o f  the world and the  r e d e m pt i on o f  I s ra e l  
b o t h  exempl i f y  t h e  s ame d iv i ne d i s pe n s ation , 
a s  i f  that wh i c h  happe n e d  in the beg inn ing 
o f  th i ng s , and t ho s e  " new thing s " ( Is a . xl i i .  
9 , xlv i i 1 .  6 ) which are n ow about t o  ha ppen 
to I s rae l , both re sult from opa and the same 
d i v ine pur po s e  o f  red e m ption . _ 

For t ho s e  wh o a re a f f l i c t e d  and n e e d y  lahwe h will 

create  wat e r  in the d e s e rt s o  t hat tre e s  w i l l  grow 

t h e re . He w i l l  do this so that I s ra e l  wil l r e c og n i z e  

w h o  he i s . �h i s  con tras t s  w i th 2 7 : 1 1  whe re Isaia h  s t a t e d  
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that the one who for�ed I s rae l w i l l  not have c o m pa s s i on 

on them be c au s e  t h e y  d o  not re cogn i z e  h im . 

Another creat ive a c t  w i l l  occur in the day of t h e  

branch of Yahwe h .  Ya hwe h w i ll create ove r  Mount Zion 

a cloud by day and a f lam i ng f ire by night ( 4 : 5 ) .  Th i s  

rem inds the hearer, or re ad e �  of the e xodus when God gave 

the Hebrews l ight and gu id ance by day and by n ig h t  

( Ex • 1 3 : 2 1 - 2 2 ) • 

F i nal l y , Yahwe h w i l l  create n ew1 1  heavens and a new 

e arth a nd J e rusalem f or re j oi c ing ( 65 : 1 7 -1 8 ) . The cur s e  

o f  t h e  ori g inal cre a t i on w i l l  be reversed . The penalty 

of d e at h  w i ll be s omewhat neutral i ze d . Labor w i l l  be 

reward e d , tru s t re s tor e d  and ev i l  w i l l  not occur . 

The creative activ i t i e s  of Yahwe h have oc curred 

f rom the or ig inal creat i on of the h eavens and t h e  earth 

t o  the future crea t i on of a new h eavens and a new e arth . 

Be tween t hos e two c re a t i on s  h e  has create d a nat i on 

whom he has c al l e d  by name and a s e rvant who would 

perform h i s  pur pos e . Yahwe h  i s  not j u s t  a de i s t i c  cre a .­

t or but a crea tor of new t h ings . 

Al l of t h e s e  ac t s  of c re a t i on by Yahweh have no 

s ign i f i can c e  unl e s s  t h e y  are s omehow appl i e d  t o  the 

l ive s of pe opl e . Th i s  part i cular task Isaiah ful f i l l e d  

very w e l l . The c re a t i on of new t h ings was intend e d  by 

Isa i ah to i ns t i l l  h ope and f ai th in t h e  l i fe of the 

Hebrew . In 4 : 2 - 5 Isaiah prophe s i ed that Yahwe h would 

onc e  aga i n  prot e c t  h i s  pe ople as he h ad d one at the 
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t im e  o f  t h e  e xodus and the w i ld e rne s s  wand e r i ng s . The 

c loud by d ay and the pillar o f  f i re by n ight s e rv e d  a s  

a prom i s e  o f  Yahwe h ' s  future pro t e c t i on . 

Be caus e Ya hwe h promi s e d  t o  pro t e c t  them , t h e y  

s houl d  n o t  f e ar tho s e  who a t t a c k  them w h e n  t h e y  are 

e s tabl i s he d  in r ighte ousne s s .  Yahwe h created t h o s e  

w h o  a t t a c k  them al s o . Whoever a s s a i l s  them is not  from 

Yahwe h .  The y  w i l l  fail i n  the i r  end eavo r  because Yahwe h 

wil l pro t e c t  his pe o pl e . The ref ore, t h e y  s hould n o t  be 

afra i d .  

Through a s e rvant whom h e  would c h o o s e  Yahweh would 

re e s ta blis h  a re la tions h i p  with I s rae l and the wh o l e  

world . This re lat i ons hip would b e  characte r i ?e d  by 

r i gh t e ousne s s  and j u s t i ce . There fore , the promis e o f  

s uch a s e rvant wa s a s ourc e  o f  ho pe f or tho s e  who were 

r i ghte ou s  and a c o nv i c t i o n  for tho s e  who were unjus t 

and unright e ous be c au s e  they  were meant t o  be Yahwe h ' s  

s e rvan t s .  

Although I s a i ah ha d pro ph e s i e d  the coming e xi le , he 

comfort e d  hi s pe o pl e  b y  pro c l a iming that Yahwe h would 

b r i ng them ba c k  from e x i l e  by c re a t ing a new t h ing .  He 

would u s e  Cyrus to re l e a s e  h i s  pe o pl e  f rom e xi l e . He 

a l s o  would cre a t e  a h ighwa y t hrough the d e s e rt f o r  the 

r e d e e m e d  to u s e  i n  t h e i r  re turn f rom e xi le . 

Dur ing I s a i ah ' s  m i nis t ry many o f  t h e  He brews , 

inc luding s ome o f  t he rul e rs , did not wors h i p  Yahwe h . 

The y l i ke n e d  God t o  things he was not . Yahwe h que s t ions 
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this pra c tice in 40 : 2 6- )1 : " To whom then wil l you 

liken Me tha t I should be e oual?" Perha ps they likened 

him t o  the sta rs because he points out the fa c t  that he 

had c re a t e d  the stars. Isa ia h  pointed  out the fa c t  tha t 

man c anno t hid e  from Yahwe h  a s  though he were tire d and 

sle pt . " Have you not h e a rd? fhe Eve rlasting God , Yahwe h , 

the Crea to r  of  the ends o f  the e a rth does no t be come 

wea ry o r  t ire d "  ( 40 : 2 8 ) . Yahwe h  d o e s  not g o  t o  sl e e p .  

Inst e ad , h e  is the on e who g ive s strength t o  the we a ry . 

Isaia h ' s  pe o ple must rerne �b e r  that Yahwe h c a nn o t  be 

like ned t o  any thing . He is not l i ke ma n .  He is ever­

lasting . He is t h e  one who susta ins man . He is the 

one who se " unde rst a nd ing is inscrutabl e " ( 4 0 : 2 8) .  The 

pe rson who re sts in YRhwe h wil l be rejuv�na ted . In t h e  

face o f  t h e  Assyrian o r  t h e  Syro- Ephra imit e thre a t s 

suc h  a promise was a messag e  o f  comfort for I sa ia h ' s  

pe o ple . 

I saiah not only warned his pe o pl e  o f  the fu tility 

o f  worshipping o t h e r  god s ,  but hP a l so a dvise d them of 

the benefits o f  re pe n t anc e . In 57 : 1 4 -21  Isa i ah present e d  

Yahweh a s  t h e  everlasting G od wh o dwe l l s  with t h e  con ­

trite a n d  l o wly o f  spirit . He revive s their h e art and 

spirit . Howe ve r , for those who d o  no t  turn a wa y  from 

their iniq uit y , Yahwe h  wil l he a l  them and cause them t o  

re st1 2 o r  pl a ce them in his wi l l  and l e a d  the m .  He 

wil l comfor t  t h e m  a nd crea te pra i se u pon the i r  lips . 

Yahwe h ' s  plac e  is in man and man ' s  pla ce is w i th Yahwe h . 
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I saiah was reminding the Hebrews tha t when man re s po n d s 

in c on t rition , Yahw e h  re s ponds by pl�cing new life 

within man as w e l l  as pe ac e . �an should there f o re 

s trive t o  kee p  a humbl e  h e art bef ore God  and al l ow G o d  

t o  c r e a t e  praise u pon his lips . 

The final creation o f  Yahwe h is the creation o f  

new heavens and a n e w  e arth and Jerusalem f o r  re j oicing . 

At t his time Yahwe h ' s  s e rvant s ,  t ho s e  who s e e k  Yahwe h ,  

will eat,  drink , re j oice and re c e ive a new name . The 

form e r  troub l e s  are f o rg o t t e n . Tho s e  who do not s e e k  

Yahwe h wil l b e  s l ain . The promis e o f  a new world in 

which life will b e  fulfil l e d  and e vil wil l not e xis t 

wa s a s ourc e  o f  h o pe f o r  I saiah ' s  pe o ple a t  a time when 

Jerusalem and Judah w e re not prominent in the world and 

e vil was a cons tan t t hreat in t h e  world and even in 

Jerusalem during t h e  reigns o f  Ahaz , Jotham and �ana s s e h .  

Suc h  a promise provide d  ho pe tha t Yahweh would ultima t e ly 

trium ph . He would create  a new world in which J e ru -

salem wou l d  be a plac e  for re j oicing ra ther t han 

threatened by war and e vil . 

Paul Schilling s um s  u p.th e  m eaning o f  " create " f o r  

I s a iah : 

All c re a tion and all his tory point toward the  
s a lvation which crown s  and c onsumma t e s  the 
m ig hty a c t s  o f  God . The pro ph e t ' s u s e  o f  the 
very word c re a t e  m a ke s plAin this unit y .  God 
crea t e s  n o t  only physic a l na ture , but Isra e l  
( 43 : 1 , 7 , 1 5 ) ,  a nd new t hings in his t ory (48:6-7). 
He e ve n  c re a t e s  s al va tion a nd righ t e ousne s s  
( 45 : 8) .  The s awe " a rm o f  t h e  Lord " which 
created t h e  univ e r s e  and brought  I s ra e l , "the 



re d e eme d , � t hroug h the Re d S e a  will enabl e 
" the ra n s om e d  o f  the Lord " t o  re turn " an d  
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c ome with s inging to Zio n "  (51:9-11). Ext en d e d  
through Isra e l  t o  a l l  pe o pl e s ,  this red e mp­
tion ful f i lls both creation and the hisf gry 
which bin d s  t og e t h e r  beginning a nd e nd. J 

Is aiah us e d  "N l ::I. as a s ymbo l  to s how Israe l  that ..,. ... 
God was a t  work o n  their b e hal f .  Be c a us e  Yahweh h ad 

cre a t e d  the world , h e  could create a n e w  thing among them . 

Be cau s e  Yahwe h h a d  cre a t e d  their natio n ,  he  c ould cre a t e  

a n e w  nation o f  pe o pl e  who s e  h e art was c o ntrit e . 

Be cau s e  Ya hwe h was t h e  c re a tor , his pe o pl e  do n o t  ne e d  

t o  f e ar . For Ya hwe h , t o  cre a t e  wa s t o  red e e m  n ow and 

in the future , not just in the pa s t. The pa s t  wa s only 

a founda tion f o r  faith in the  pre s ent . 

The ve rb " to make " (DWY) 1s a very c omm o n  word , "1" T 

appea ring e ighty-one t im e s  in Isaiah . It �lso has t h e  

m eaning " to d o . "  Fift y - s ix times the word is u s e d  in 

c o nne c tion with Yahweh s howing what h e  ha s d o n e , is 

d o ing o r  wil l d o . Whe re as � l J. is use d only in c onn e c -.,........-
tio n  with Ya hwe h ind ica ting s ome thing o nly h e  c an make , 

. 
nWY is u s e d  fre q u e n t l y  t o  s how what man make s o r  ..,. ... 
a t t e m pt s  t o  make . "co nn o t e s primarily the fashion -

ing o f  the ob j e c t  with lit t l e  c oncern f o r  s pe cial 

nua nce s . "1 4 Con s e q ue nt ly , this word 1s u s e d  t o  s h ow the 

c r e ativit y of bo th ma n a nd God .  Whe n  it is use d  o f  God , 
. 

illJJ Y e m pha s ize s the a c tivit y o f  Yahweh within his tory •1 5 ... "f' 
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" The s e  context s  s tr e s s  one o f  the m o s t  basic conce pts 

of OT t h e o l ogy , i . e .  tha t God is no t  o nly trans ce nd e n t , 

but he is a l s o  immanen t  in his tory , e ff e c ting his sov­

ereign pur po s e . "1 6 In the Gene sis ac c oun t o f  crea t i on 

the u s e  o f  n W\) "ma y s im pl y  c o nn o te the act  o f  fas h -'T ... 
ioning t h e  ob j e c t s  involved in the whol e  creative 

proce s s . " 1 7  

Norman Habe l b e lieve s that Isaiah u s e d  a ra re title 

found in Gene sis 1 4 : 1 9 .  �e l chize d e k  ble s s e d  Abra ham in 

the nam e  o f \ ��! D � Q �  �� �  P li , 7� 7 � - - " El , Elyon , 

pro cre a t o r  o f  heav e n  and e arth . " 1 8 This tit l e  is u s e d  

five tim e s  in the Psalms  in the s a m e  mann e r  tha t Me l chi­

z e d e k  u s e d  it - -a b l e s s ing . 1 9  However , the psalmis t us e d  

il�Y ins t e a d  o f  n,J  \? .  The s imila rity b e tween thes e two 

title s is two- fo l d : 1 ) in each ins tance " heave ns and 

earth"  remains a c on s ta n t  and 2 ) the ve rb is in the 

participial form . 2 0  The ve rb il J i? ha s the conno ta tion T . .  
o f  pro c re a tion . 2 1  Hab e l be lieve s t h a t  il � Y  wa s u s e d  t o  . 
re pla ce Tl J j7 b e cau s e  it was a broe. d e r  t e rm no t ha ving 

a cogna t e  t e rm in t h e  mytho l ogie s o f  the Near Ea s t . 2 2  

Acc o rding t o  Habe l  t h e  subs titutio n  o f  �0Y wa s d e signed 

to s ugge s t  " the s imila rity or c b ntinuity b e tw e e n  

Yahweh • s ' making • o f  h e av e n  and e a rth and his • ma.king ' 

o f  wond e rs on behal f o f  his pe o pl e . " 2 3  I saiah ta kes . 
this subs titutio n  o ne s t e p further by ins e rting }-< ] J.. 
int o  the t it l e  s howing " th e  s u preme primary creative 

work o f  Ya hwe h . " 2 4  B o t h  o f  the s e  formula s are found 



in Is aiah . " Yahwe h , Ma ker o f  h e a ve n  and e a r th"  take s 

on a more e xpand e d  form a s  in the foll owing pa s s a �e s : 

You have f o rgo t t e n  Yahweh , your �ake r , 
Wh o  s tre tched  out the heave ns , 
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And l a id the  f ounda tions o f  the e a rth ( 51 : 1 J ) . 

a nd : 

I ,  Ya hwe h , am the maker o f  a l l  thing s , 
S tre t ching out the heavens by �ys e l f , 
And s pread ing out the e a rt h  a l l a l one (44:24 ) .  

" Yahwe h , creator o f  h e a ve n  and e a rt h "  a l s o  f o l lows a 

m o re e x pa nd e d  f o rm and with s imilar word s in Isa iah 42 : 5 :  

Thus says  Yahweh G o d , 
Wh o  c re a t e d  the h e a ve ns a nd s tr e t c h e d  them out , 
Who s pre a d  out the e arth and it s o f f s pring . 

D. J. Mc Carthy comments that this " d emythol ogiza tion "  

wa s pre s e nt in Hebrew l it e ra ture from t h e  beg i nning . 

" Is ra e l  wa s int e re s te d  in his t orical , no t c o smic origins , 

a nd s o  it could u s e  t h e  mythic theMe s without haze rd . " 2 5  

Habe l  c o nclud e s  that a l though " Is ra e l  c o ntinue d  t o  

re c og nize it s G o d  a s  the m a ke r  o f  heaven and e arth"  

s h e  " re pea t e d l y  re -inte r pr e t e d  t hat tit l e  in t e rm s  of 

it s his tory a nd cris e s . " 26 A surve y of the pa s s ag e s  in 

whic h Is aia h  us e d  t h e  v e rb n lJ} Y reve a ls that Yahwe h is T ...-
d e pic t e d  a s  a c t ive in his to ry . He " make s "  m oral judg -

m e nt s - - jus tice is mad e  his mea suring line ( 2 8 : 1 ? ) , 

S a ma ria was judg e d  f o r  h e r  id o latry ( 1 0 : 1 1 ) ,  rul�rs 

a re r ed u c e d  t o  no thing ( 40 : 2J ) , and d ivine rs a re made 

into f o o l s  ( 44 : 25 ) .  He is a re d e e m e r , a s  h e  s ta t e s  in 

44 : 2 ) ,  " Sh out for j o y , 0 h eavens , for Ya hweh ha s d one it ! 

• • •  For Yahweh ha s re d e e m e d  Jacob . "  Ya hwe h , again 
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a n d  again , is s h own to have engage d  in a relation s hip 

wit h I s ra e l  ( 2 7 : 1 1 ; 44 : 2 ;  45 : 1 1 ; 51 : 1 J ;  54 : 5 ) .  He us e s  

I s ra e l a s  a thre s hing s l e dge wit h  d oub le edge s ( 41 : 1 5 ) . 

He mak e s  a way f o r  I s rae l ( 4J : 1 6 ;  44 : 2 7 ;  49 : 1 1 ) .  

This previous and pre s e nt a c tivity o f  Yahwe h was 

us e d  t o  c re a t e  b e l ie f  in what he wil l d o . He d e c lare s 

" th e  e n d  from the beginning"  and will acc omplis h his 

wil l t hrough Cyrus ( 46 : 1 0-1 1 ) .  He wil l trans form 

na ture ( 41 : 1 8 ) .  

In 4 5 : 9-1 3 t h e  phra s e  " ma d e  the e a r t h "  < Y l � ,�,�� ) 
is u s e d  by I saia h  in c onne c tion with the cre a t io n  of 

man to s how t ha t  Yahwe h is not limite d  to us ing thos e 

from the Hebrew nation , but that he can al s o  u s e  Cyrus 

t o  a c c omplis h his pur pos e  ( 45 : 1 J ) . 2 7  Ludwig writ e s  

that I s aiah u s e d  this phra s e  ( " Mad e the e arth " ) t o  

support his reasons f o r  pre d ic ting the rebuil d ing o f  

Je rusalem ( 45 : 1 J ) . Yahweh d id n o t  make the earth t o  be 

uninhabite d  ( 45 : 1 8 ) . There fore , Cyrus will b e  u s e d  by 

God to bring about the rebuild ing o f  Jerusa lem . 2 8 

Yahw e h  a l s o  e ngage d  in "making "  his s e rvant ( 49 : 2 ) . 

He cal l e d  him from h is mother ' s  womb . He named him . 

He mad e his mouth like a s harp sword. The s e rvant too 

is made by Y ahweh and o n c e  again Yahwe h e n t e rs int6 

his to ry . 

Yahwe h is known a s  t h e  maker o f  the heaven and the 

e arth. Alt h ough the imagery u s e d  by Isaiah wa s of the 

b e ginning o f  the e a rt h , the e m phasis was u pon the pre s e nt 



3 3  

h i s to r i ca l  s i tua t i on i n  wh i ch Yahwe h would make s om e -

th ing new . 

Yahwe h a s  ma k e r  i s  contra s ted w i t h  man a s  make r . 

Twi ce I s a i ah s a i d  that man ' s  mak ing a ct i v i t y  concen -

t rate d o n  t h e  ma k ing o f  i d o l s  ( 44 : 9- 2 0 ; 46 : 6 - 7 ) whe r e -

a s  Yahwe h make s mankind . Yahwe h i s  the one who make s 

pea ce ( 2 7 : 5 ) i n  contra s t  t o  Rabshakeh who chal leng e d  

Heze k i a h  t o  make pe ace w i t h  h im ( 36 : 1 6 ) . Judah 

a cknowle d g e d  that it  cann o t  bring d e l ive ran ce ( 26 : H 3 ) 

whereas Yahwe h cal l s  h im s e l f  the r e d e e m e r  ( 41 : 1 4 )  and 

the s av i o r  ( 4 3 : 3 ) .  

An o th e r  w o r d  that  i s  u se d  i n  a ma j or way b y  I s a i ah 

i s  " to form " ( l Y .,  ) . He u s e d  t h i s  verb twenty-s even - ,. 
t ime s . 'l'we nty-one t ime s 1 ..,.:{'' i s  us e d  i n  conn e ct i on - .,.  
w i th Yahwe h. � � ,  b a s i ca l l y  m e a n s  " to fa.s h i o n "  or - .,. 
" to f o rm . " 2 9  I t  i s  o f t e n  u s e d  in s y nonymous pa ra l l e l -

. 
i sm wi t h  �1.1 , .  11 cre a te ·, "  and il LJ C) , " make . " L i ke il W V , 

� ... 

l":? ., " ma y  b e  u s e d  o f  hum a n  - .,. 
Whe n  I ':f ., i s  u s e d  i n  - T 

"'r T 

a s  we ll as 

re f e rence t o  

d ivine  

human 

.... ... 
agen cy . " 3 0  

act iv i t y , 

i t  i s  u s e d  m o s t  com� only o f  the one who f orms clay , 

the po t t e r . 31 Seven t im e s  i n  I s a i ah the part i ci pial 

form o f  1 '3' ..,  is  t ran s l a t e d  " po t t e r "  ( 29 : 1 6 ;  30 : 1 4 ;  41  : 2 5 • _ .,.  
4 5 : 9 ; 64 : 8 ) • was use d  m o s t  no tab l y  i n  the fash-

ion ing of i d o l s  in 44 : 9- 1 0 and 1 2  whe re the craf t s man 

used a hamme r  to f a s h ion t h e  i ro n . In 4 J : 1 0  Yahweh 



34 

s ays tha t no o t h e r  g o d  wa s form e d  be fore or a ft e r  h im 

thus s howing the fu t i l i ty o f  this act by man . 

When l � ,  is u s e d  t o  d e s cr ibe YahvJeh ' s  a ct iv i t ie s , - T 
it re fers t o ta l l y  t o  h i s  crea tive a ct ivit i e s . when 

Yahweh is l i ken e d  t o  the po t te r , it is in re f e re nce to 

his crea tion of ma n k i n d  ( 2 9 : 1 6 ;  45 : 9 ;  64 : 8 ) . I t  s h ould 

be n o t e d  tha t I Y ,  is the verb used in Gene sis 2 : 7 t o  - .. 

d e s cr ib e  t h e  me thod whereby Yahwe h crea t e d  man . He 

" f orme d " h im from the d u s t  of the ground . Thre e tim e s  

� � : is us e d  t o  d e pi ct Yahwe h ' s  cree t ion o f  nature . In 

2 2 : 1 1 he  f o rm e d  the water . In 45 : 7 Yahwe h for�s l ight . 

In this pa s s ag e  his f o rm i ng a ct iv i t y  is para l l e l  t o  h i s  

crea t i ng a ctivit y . In 4 5 : 1 8  wh e re I s a i a h  s a i d  t h a t Yah­

weh form e d  the e a rt h , it  is para l l e l  w i th b o th 'M l ;]_ and ""t , r  

The final and more e x t e n s ive use of �� 7 concerns - ,.. 

t h e  form a tion o f  I s ra e l  a nd Y ahwe h ' s  s e rva n t . Six 

time s Y a hwe h ident i f i e s  him s e l f  a s  ,the one who f o rm e d  

I s rae l . 32 In five o f  the s e  

s ynonymous pa ra l l e lism w i t h  
I V , place d para l l e l  to r � - .,. 

a ppea r  i n  the s a me pa s sage . 

' 

pa s s ag e s  IH;J � is pla ced in 

l � , . Tw i ce � l "l is - T T T 
On ce , o t h e r  crea t i on word s 

Con ce rn i ng this pa ra l l e l  

s tructure us e d  b y  I s a ia h , The o do re Ludw i g  s a ys : 

When Deu t e r o - I s a i ah mentions t h e  cre a tion 
o f  t h e  co s mo s , he d o e s  not us e the phrase  
" h e ave n and  e a rt h "  with a verb o f  cre a t i ng ;  
ins t e a d , h e  cus toma r i l y  q uo t e s  pa ral l e l  
f o rmul a e  o f  t he cre a t i ng o f  t h e  h e avens and 
the found ing o f  the e a rth . JJ 

In t hre e o f  the s e  pa s sage s  the f o rma t i on t a ke s  
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place w i t h in t he womb ( 44 : 2 , 2 4 ; 49 : 5 ) . Th i s  u s a g e  

s hows t h a t  Ya hwe h wa s i ns trume ntal in form i ng I s ra e l  and 

the s e rvan t even b e f or� t h e y  e xi s ted . In 49 : 5  where the 

word s are pla c e d  in the mouth of the s e rvant , the c once pt 

i s  o f  the f a s h i oning o f  an i nd ividua l per s on w i t h i n  

the womb o f  h i s  m o t h e r. 34 Conce rning I s a i a h ' s  u s a ge o f  

I :1 ..,  i n  th i s  ma nne r Gerhard von Ha d  s tates : 

Whe n  t h e  S e c o nd I s a i a h  s a y s , " Thus ha s Y ahwe h 
s a id , your lied e erne r and the One who f orme d  
you from the womb " ( Is a . x l iv . 2 4 ) ,  h e  
re ally i s  t h i nk i n� o f  t h e  m i racle o f  c re a t ion , 
a nd no t-or the h i s tori ca l act o f  e l e c t i o n . 35 

Conc erning t h e  subt l e t i e s  i n  the mean i ng b e twe e n  I � "' - .... 
and }...( 1 3.. , M c Com i s ke y  c o nclud e s : ... T 

Whe n  a ppl i e d  t o  the ob j e c ts o f  God ' s  creat ive 
work , the e m pha s i s o f  t h e  word i s  on the 
f o rm ing or s truc tur i ng of the s e  phe nom e na .  
The word s pe a ks to the m ode o f  cre a t i on o f  
t h e s e  ph e nomena only i ns o far a s  the a c t  o f  
s h a p i ng o r  f o rm i ng an ob j e ct me � a l s o  i mply 
t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of that ob j e ct . 3 

O t h e r  Cre a t i o n  Words  

Throughout I s a i a h  t he re are s evera l  m i no r  mo t i fs 

f ound w i t h i n  the creat ive wo rks o f  Yahweh. I n  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  t h e s e  w i l l  b e  b ri e f l y  c o ns idered-- il U J, " s tre t c h  'r T 
out , "  ';Fj?_J , " s prea d  out , "  I Q � .  " found , "  Seven t im e s  

i1 UJ o r  a s im i lar word meaning " s tre tch out " i s  u s e d  b y  .... .,. 
I sa i ah t o  d e s cr ibe the cre a t i on o f  the heavens . 3 7 

I s a i ah 54 : 2  s hows the mea ni ng o f  the word as u s e d  i n  

c re a t i on pas s age s ,  " Stre t c h  out t h e  curta i ns o f  your 

dwe l l ing. " Norma l l y , i t  i s  u s e d  to d e s cribe t h e  m ove -
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ment o f  the hand . In t he vi s i on o f  I s a iah Yahweh 

s tretched out h i s  hand in judgment u pon Ed orn ( 34 : 1 1 ) ,  

aga i n s t  Judah ( 5 : 2 5 ;  9:1 2 , 1 ? , 2 1 ; 1 0 : 4 ) and agains t  a l l  

nat i on s  ( 1 4:26 , 2 ? ) . 

Concern ing the mean i ng o f  II CJ-J i n  creat i on pas s ages , 

Norman Habel wr i tes t h a t  t he t i t le n yahweh , m a ker o f  

heaven and earth n i s  inter preted by I s a i ah in terms o f  

two pri o r  tra d i t i o n s :  1 � the p i t c h ing o f  a ten t , and 

2 )  the es tabl i s hment o f  a b u i l d i ng . 38 La t e r, he ana-

l yzes the mean i ng o f  Yahweh n s tret c h ing out n t he hea -

vens i n  terms o f  h i s  c reat i ve power : 

and : 

Yahweh ' s  n s tret c h i ng out " o f  t he heavens 
ex pl i cates the nature o f  h i s  b r )  a c t i v i ty in 
terms o f  a tra.d i t i ona l i mage impl y i ng manual 
o pera t i ons • • • •  t h i s  image i s  more than a 
l i tera ry metapho r  i n  the m ind o f  Deutero­
I s a i ah • • • •  Thus wh i le br>  under s cores t he 
c harac ter o f  Yahweh a s  t he-0ne a lm ig h � y  
c reator w h o  w i l l s  th ings i n t o  bei ng , h i s  
n s tre t c h i ng , n  "mold ing , "  " found i ng . "  a nd 
"buil d i ng "  ro les ex pres s v i ab le m o des t hrough 
wh i ch he c ould exer c i se t h i s  alm i g h ty power . 3 9  

These trad i t i on s  pro v i d e  v i v i d  l iv i ng s ymb o l s  
wh i c h  und ers c o re t he pr imord i al i t y , eternal 
m ight , and un i q ue e ff i cacy o f  Yahweh as the 
l iving c rea�3r currently at work redeem i ng 
h i s  peo ple . 

Throug h  t h i s  i magery Yahweh i s  presented as the 11 incom ­

parable pr i mo rd i a l  Crea t o r  and ac � i ve Lord o f  th� na­

t i ons . " 41 When he i s  des c r ibed as s tret c h ing out the 

heaven s , he i s  s een to be prepar ing t he heaven s f o r  h i s  

re ign . In 40:22 Habel s ees Y ahweh ' s  ent hronement 

expres s ed i n  h i s  s i t t i ng ab ove the vaul t  of t he earth . 42 
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Job c ha pt e r  2 6  s h e d s  i ns ight o n  t h i s  pa s s ag e . 

Accord i ng t o  Job , Yahw e h  " s tre t c h e s  out the North over 
• 

cha o s  ( ij il.Ji)  and hEJng s  the e a r t h  o n  no t h i ng "  ( vs . 7 ) . 

He f i xe s  the c e le s t i al wa t e rs i n  the i r  
pro per pla c e  and c o ns t ructs  a horizon t o  
d e l i m i t  l ight and darkne s s  ( vs s .  8 -1 0 )  • • • •  
Thus above the hor i zon whe re Yahweh re igns 
the re is l ight ; be�Q nd that hor i zon there i s  
darkne s s  ( vs . 1 0 ) .  J 

il tJ J ,  " s tre t c h e s  out , "  i s  u s e d  b y  I s a i a h  t o  po i nt T -r 
out Yahwe h ' s  pow e r  ove r  e v i l and the forces  o f  nature. 

Al though it wa s pla c e d  in the c ontext of the b e g i nn i ng 

o f  the worl d , Yahwe h ' s  s tre t c h i ng out the heavens 

b e c om e s  a pers ona l  c l a i m  b y  Yahwe h o f  h i s  pre s ent m ight . 44 
Yahwe h no t o nl y  s tre tche s out the h e avens but he 

al s o  s preads  o u t the e arth . The word I s a i ah us e d  was 

Y �J .  I s a i a h  40 : 1 9  s hows i t s  normal meaning o f  a 

s m i t h  beat i ng out me tal l i ke t h e  g o ldsm i t h  pla t i ng an 

i d o l  w i th gold.  Twice  I s a i ah u s e d  it  to s h ow how God 

fas h i o ne d  the e a r t h  ( 4 2 : 5 ;  44 : 24 ) .  The image i s  tha t 

o f  Yahwe h b e a t i ng out t h e  e ar th i nt o  i ts pre s e nt s hape . 

In b o th pa s sage s Yahwe h ' s  s pre a d i ng out the earth i s  

pla c e d  i n  a pa ral l e l  pos i t i on t o  h i s  s tre t c h i ng out 

the h e av e ns . I n  t he s am e  manne r that " s tre t c h ing out 

the h e avens " s hows Yahwe h ' s  pow e r  ove r ev i l  and na ture , 

h i s  " s pread i ng out the e a r t h "  reve a l s  h i s  i nt e re s t  i n  

t h e  e ar t h  a n d  i t s  h i s to ry . In 4 2 : 5  n o t  onl y d o e s  Yah-

weh s pr e ad out the e arth , but h e  a l s o  s preads out i t s  

o f f s pr i ng .  Thus , h i s  l o rd s h i p  ove r a l l  tha t e x i s ts 

i s  s e en. In 44 : 2 4  Yahw e h  a c c o m pl i s he s  t h i s  task alone . 
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H i s  power i s  such that he d o e s  no t nee d  any g o d  or 

an yone t o  he l p  h im a ccom pl i s h  h i s  pur po s e . He d o e s  i t  

b y  h im s e l f . On e� a ga in God ' s  pow e r  i s  s e � n  a s  suf f i ci ent 

f o r  the pre s e nt becau s e  of what Yahwe h h a s d on e  in the 

pas t .  

Ano ther pri m o rd ial a ct iv i ty o f  Yahwe h w h i ch ha s 

m e a n i ng for the pre s e nt an d future o f  Israe l was Yahwe h ' s 

f ound i ng the e arth . 1 0 ..., means " to foun d , t o  f ix - .,. 
f i rmly . "45 Isa i ah appl i e d  t h i s  word e ight t ime s t o  

Yahwe h ' s  a ct iv i t i e s  ( 1 4 : 32 ; 2 8 : 1 6 , tw i ce ; 44 : 2 8 ;  4 8 : 1 3 ; 

51 : 1 3 , 1 6 ;  54 : 1 1 ) .  

I s a i a h  place d the f ound a t i on o f  the e a rth by 

Yahwe h i nt o  juxtapo s i t i on w i th the e s tabl i s hment o f  

J e rusalem o r  t h e  t e m pl � . I n  1 4 : 32 a me s s e ng e r  re ported 

that Ya hwe h had f ound e d  Zion. In 44 : 2 8 I s a i ah pro phe -

s i ed that Cyrus wou l d  pro cla i m  that the foundat i on o f  

t h e  t emple b e  la i d  accor d i ng t o  Yahwe h ' s  w i l l . 

In 28 : 1 6  Yahweh s a y s  that h e  i s  l a y i ng a s to ne in 

Z i o n  as a founda t i on. Th i s  pa s s ag e  o f  I s a i ah took on a 

me s s iani c i nte rpr e tat i o n . B o t h  Pe t e r  and Pau l u s e d  

t h i s  ve r s e  i n  t h i s  manne r. The s t on e  i s  l a i d  by Yahweh .  

I t  be come s  a s ymbo l  o f  red em pt i o n  be caus e t h o s e  who 

be l i eve in h im46 w i l l  no t be d i s turbed .  N o t  be i ng d i s -

turb e d  can b e  i nt e rpre t e d  a s  s a lva t i on b e caus e the con-

text o f  t h i s  pa s s age is j u dgme nt. 

In 48 : 1 3 and 51 : 1 3 a n d  1 6  Y ahweh s a y s  he " f ound e d  

the e arth . " Once a�a i n  t h i s  act i v i t y  i s  paral l e l  to 
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the creat ive ac t iv i ty i nvo lved i n  ma k i ng the h e a ve n s .  

As ment ione d  e a r l i e r , the found ing o f  the e a rt h  was 

pla c e d  nex t  to the  f ound i ng of Z i o n  a s  Yahwe h ' s  pe o pl e : 

" an d  s ay t o  Zi on , ' Y ou are �y pe o pl e . ' " The fa c t  tha t 

Yahweh f ound e d  t h e  e arth l e nd s  support to h i s  claim 

that  h e  w i ll o nc e  aga i n  f ound Zi on. In 54 : 1 1  I sa i ah 

wrot e  that Yahwe h would lay t h e  f ound a t i ons o f  Jerusa-

l em i n  j ewe l s .  I s a iah o nc e  aga i n  us e d  t h e  be l i e f  i n  

Yahwe h ' s  c re a t i o n  o f  the world t o  evoke a be l i e f  in h i s  

pre s e nt prom i s e o f  d e l iveranc e .  

Cre at i on o f  t h e  Baal Type 

The s e  phra s e s  d e s cr ib i ng Yahwe h ' s  creative a c t i v i t y  

a r e  re f l e c t ive o f  tra d i t i o ns f ound i n  the cultur e s  sur-

round i ng Judah. Habe l  be l i eve s tha t " e s tab l i s h i ng the 

e arth " i s  a mo t i f  that 

b e l o ng s  t o  the trad i t i o n  compl e x  i n  wh i c h  a 
d e i ty ove rcomes  o r  c ontro l s  the waters o f  
chao s , e s ta b l i s he s t he earth w i t h i n  o r  u pon 

4 tho s e  wa t e rs , a nd rul e s  t h e  world as i t s  king . 7 

Lor e n  Fi s h e r  call s  t h i s  trad i t i o n  " creat i on o f  the  

Baal t y pe . "  He  s ays that i n  I s a i a h  " creat i on o f  the  

Baa l type is  u s e d  t o  s pe a k  of  the  crea t i o n  o f  cosmos  

a nd pe o pl e . " 4 8  Th i s  type of  c reat i o n  is  creat i o n  with 

r e d e m pt io n  as  its  goal. 49 

Cre a t i on o f  the  Baa l  t y pe has a d e f inite  pattern. 

In t h i s  pat t e rn are f ive e l e m e nt s : 1 )  c o nfl i c t , usu-

a l l y  w i th the chao t i c  wa t e rs , 2 )  k i ngs h i p , J )  ord e r ,  

4 )  t e m pl e  bu i l d i ng ,  and 5 ) a banq u e t . 5 0  Accord i ng to 
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F i s h e r , the crea t ion o f  t h e  Baa l t y pe h a d  a de f in i t e  

m e aning wh i c h  wa s use ful t o  the He brews . 

Th i s  i s  n o t  a crea t i on out o f  not hing ; i t  is  
n o t  a s tory o f  absolute origin s  o r  the birth 
o f  gods. Ba al i s  not the crea tor o f  the 
g o d s  a nd n e i th e r  is  Ma rduk . However , b o t h  
BA a l  a nd .Ma rduk wan t  all  B.uth£rit y in h e av e n , 
on the e a rth and i n  the se a . 5 My thesis is  
that  th i s  cre ation o f  t he Baa l t y pe was rrore  
use ful and  m e a n ingful to the  Hebrews than 
s om e  k ind of a creation of the El t y pe o r  a 
the ogony • • • •  The y  can use  t h i s  f o r  tha t 
which m a t te rs , �ame ly ; their w o r l d  a n d  the i r  
own e xi s t e n c e . 5 

In Is a iah 5 1 -5 5  Fis h e r  s e e s  the e lements o f  th i s  

t y pe o f  creatio n . In 5 1 : 9 -1 1 Yahweh is pro c la imed a s  

t h e  o n e  who d e fe a t e d  Rahab , the pr imordia l creature o f  

chao s . From the context o f  t h e  pass age Rehab is s ym-

be l i e  for Eg ypt whom Y a hweh d e fe a t e d  in o rd e r  t o  fre e 

h i s  pe o ple . In 5 2 : 7 Yahwe h is  d e c l a re d  k ing : " Your 

God re i gns ! "  The re s tora t i on of Zion f o l l ows h i s  pro -

clamat i on a s  k ing . In cha pte rs 5 3  and 54 F i s he r  s e e s  

Ya hwe h e s tablishing o rd e r  through h i s  s e rva n t - - h i s  

pe o pl e . Thi s  i s  re s ta te d  i n  h i s a utho r i t y  ove r the 

c ha o t i c  wa t e rs ( 54 : 9 ) . In t h i s  nPW ord e r  h i s  cre a t ion 

mus t s e rv e .  In re turn h e  will rebuild h i s  cit y a n d  h i s  

t e m pl e  ( 54 : 1 1 -1 7 ) .  Fina ll y , the banq ue t i s  h e l d  i n  

c ha pte r 5 5  whe re an invita tion t o  the t hir s t y  i s  

e xt e nd e d . 5 3  

F i s he r  s e e s  one d i f fe rence be twe e n  the  Ca na anite 

view o f  c re a t i on and t h e  Hebrew v i ew . 

Yahw e h  would never suf fe r d e f e a t ,  and he 
wou l d  n e v e r  f orsa ke even though e vil tim e s  
m a y b e  e mbara s sing a n d  d if ficul t t o  ex plain . 
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The Lord will awal l ow up Dea th foreve r : 
Ya hwe h live s . 5 

I t  is true that the e leme nt s o f  this t y pe o f  crea-

tion a p pe a r  t o  b e  pre s e nt. Howeve r ,  a s  I saiah ' s  u s e of  

t h e  crea tion mo tif s  a pplie d t o  Y a hwe h ' s  crea tio n  of  t he 

univ e r s e  have a lready s h own , t h e  " crea tion o f  the E l  

t y pe " i s  n o t  a mea ningle s s  s ymbo l .  It is a s ymbo l  tha t 

d raws u pon wha t  t h e  Hebrews be lieve d Y a hwe h ha d d one - -

h e  c re a te d  the heavens and the e arth , h e  s tre t c h e d  them 

out , h e  s pre a d  them out , h e  e s tablished  t h e m - -and 

poin t s  t o  wha t  he is  d oing and w i l l  d o - -re d e em I s ra e l . 

In n o t  one ins tanc e  is the c re a tion by Yahwe h u s e d  a s  an 

is o l a t e d  c on c e pt ; but , it is a lways u s e d  a s  e i t he r  a 

f ound a tio n  f or further a c tivit y by Yahw e h  o r  a s ymbo l  

po i nting t o  his red e m ption o f  his peo pl e  and a l l  m en.  

Be cau s e  the e lemen t s  o f  the  crea tion of  t h e  Baal 

t y pe a ppe a r  t o  b e  pre s en t  in I s a iah , it wou l d  a p pe ar 

tha t Is a ia h  us e d  the cre a tion o f  the Baal ty p e  a s  a 

l i t e ra ry d e vic e which was int e nd e d  to e m ph a s ize t h e  

m e s s ag e  tha t Yahweh would re d e em his pe o pl e  and t h e  

who l e  worl d . liowever , t his lite rary u s a g e  d o e s n o t  

m e a n  tha t Is aia h  s ub s cribed t o  the b e lie f s  s urrounding 

t his view o f  creation. M c Carthy e s pous e d  the b e lie f 

that " d e my t h o l ogiz ation"  ha d o c curred already b e caus e 

" Is r a e l wa s int e re s ted in his torical , not c o smic o rig i n s , 

and s o  it c o u l d  u s e  the mythic themes w i t hout hazard . "55  
The man n e r  in which I s a ia h  u s e d  the s e  m o t i fs 

d em o n s trate s Y ahwe h ' s  Lord s hip. His c onflic t  w i t h  
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Rahab wa s us e d  t o  s how that  he hAd re d e em e d  h i s  pe o ple 

f rom the powe rful na t i o n  of Egy pt . The pro c la m a t i on o f  

Yahweh a s  k i ng was i n  conne c t i on w i th a new e xo dus from 

the ex i l e  and t he re s t ora t i o n  of Z i on . Yahweh w i l l  

e s tabl i s h a new t y pe o f  ord er- -one tha t involve s for­

g ivene s s  of s ins through the suf f e r i ng o f  an i nno c ent 

s e rvant . In cha pte r  54 w h e re Yahwe h d e s cr ibe s the 

e s tabl i s hment o f  Jerusa le m  and the templ e , he is  the 

one who a c c om pl i s h e s  i t . He is Lor d ! The banaue t that 

is s e e n  in 5 5 : 1 -2 is more t han an i nv i ta t i on to a ban­

q ue t .  It i s  the b e g i nni ng o f  an inv i ta t i o n  b y  Yahwe h 

t o  feas t o n  h im , t o  e s tabl i s h  a re l a t i ons h i p  w i t h  him : 

" Inc l i ne your e a r  and come to Me . Li s ten , that you ma y 

l ive ; and I w i l l  make a n  e verla s t i ng c ovenant w i th you " 

( 55 : 3 ) .  Yahwe h i s  Lord and Isa i a h  u s e d  the mot i f s  o f  

crea t i on o f  t h e  Ba A l  t y pe t o  e m pha s i z e that fa c t .  

A c c o r d i ng t o  F i s he r  the Hebrews " id e nt i f i e d  the 

god of the e xodus w i th the g o d  of cre a t i o n . " 56 Th i s  

i s  true but no t b e c au s e  t h e  l a nguage o f  t h e  e x o d us was 

from the c re a t i o n  o f  the Baal t y pe . I s a i ah wa s able to 

id e nt i f y  the God o f  cre a t i o n  and the God o f  the e xodus 

b e c au s e  t h e y  were t h e  s a me G od , Yahwe h .  The r e f ore , he 

c ould t i e  the c re a t ion of the c o sm o s  and the creat ion 

o f  a pe o pl e  toge the r . The cre a t ion o f  the c os m o s  lent 

c re d e nce t o  t h e  cre a t i on o f  a peo ple . 
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Fir s t  and La. s t  

One las t is sue which i s  l inke d t o  t h e  cre a tive 

a ctivitie s of Yahweh is that he is the firs t and the 

l a s t . I s aiah 48 : 1 2 - 1 3 says : 

Lis t e n  t o  Me , 0 Jacob , even Is rae l  whom I 
ca l l e d ; 

I am He , I am t h e  firs t , I am a l s o  the las t . 
Sur e l y  My h a n d  f ounde d  the e a rth , 
And M y  right hand s pre a d  out the h eavens ; 
Whe n I C A l l  t o  them , they s tand tog e t he r . 

Ca rro l l  S tuhlmue l l e r b e lieve s tha t  this in t e rrnin -

g ling o f  Yahweh ' s  fir s tn e s s  a nd la s tne s s  take s place 

"be cause Yahweh is pe r s on a l l y  and a lwa ys pre s e nt , 

a lways the s ame , the firs t and the las t . " 5 7  He argue s 

tha t it would not b e  a convincing Dis puta tion s re d e  t o  

claim tha t Yahweh e s ta.b l is h e d  the e arth a l ong time ago . 

Yahwe h would har d l y  com pe te with Babyl onian 
creator-gods . The a rgument gain s  powe r only 
if the G o d  who once crea te d  iS creating now 
in the woment o f  re d e rnption . 5 e 

Int e re s tingly , Is aia h  never pre s en te d Yahwe h a s  

cre a t or o n l y  in t h e  pas t ,  but a lways a s  cre ator in t h e  

pre s e n t . T h e  pa s t  only s e rved t o  ins till faith in the 

Hebrews . Onl y  a God who could create  the he avens and 

the e a r t h  could be cre atin g  a new t hing , a re d em ptive 

thing , n ow . Con ce rning this , S tuhlrnue l l e r  s ta t e s : 

This universa lism o f  " time "  ( a ll the pa s t  
re d emptive a ct s  o f  Ya hwe h ) i s  ma t ch e d  by 
Deute ro - Is a ia h ' s  univer s a lism of " s pace " 
( the h e a v e n s  and t h e  e arth ) . ) 9 

Conce rning t h e  re l a t i ons hip b e twe e n  Yahwe h ' s  o riginal 

cre a tion and his pre s e n t  cre a tion , Stuhlmue l l e r  writ e s : 



The ba s i s  for d i s cu s s i on i s  wha t Ya hweh i s  
d o in� now ; elabora t i on comes from what he 
h a s a lways been do ing in IsrA g� ' s  h i s tory 
• • •  creat in� as he redeems . 

Habel concludes tha t " the ac t s  o f  crea t i on are the 
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primary ev i dence o f  Yahweh ' s  ab i l i ty to per f o rm m i rac ­

ulou s  fea t s . " 6 1  Because o f  t h i s  these c rea t ive ac t s  

become the f oundat i on f o r  fai th i n  Yahweh concern ing 

wha t he i s  d o ing n ow , redem pt ively . 
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CHAPTER THREE 

ThE WORD AND THE S FIHIT 

In t h e  Gene s i s  a c c ount o f  creat i on God cre a t e d  by 

t h e  powe r o f  h i s  word . God pronounc e d , " Le t  t h e re 

be • • •  " s ix t ime s . Each t ime God s poke h i s  word , i t  

was a c compl i s he d . Light was cre a te d . The f i rmament 

and t h e  wat e rs we re s e parate d ,  as wa s the wat e r  from 

the land . �he l ig h t s  of the s ky we re c re a te d . The 

creature s o f  the s e a  and the land were create d . The 

psalm i s t  wro t e : 

By t h e  word o f  Yahweh the h e avens were made , 
And b y  t h e  breath o f  H i s  mouth a l l  t h e i r  ho s t . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
For He s poke , a n d  i t  wa s done ; 
He comm a nd e d , and i t  s to o d  f a s t  ( Ps . 3 3 : 6 , 9 ) . 

Seve ral t im e s  G o d  nam e d  e lements o f  h i s  cre at ion--

d a y , n ig h t , h e aven , e a r t h  and s e a s . The ab i l i t y  t o  

name i s  g iven t o  m a n  whe n  man nam e s  the an imals  whi ch 

G o d  creat e d . The a s pe ct o f  nam i ng i s  pa rt o f  t h e  power 

of the word . 

W i th in t h e  s to r y  o f  c re at i o n  a tande m  conce pt of 

power t o  the power of the word is the power of the 

s pi ri t . The S pi r i t  o f  God m oved over t he unf i l l e d  and 

the i n compl e t e d  e arth . A c on c e pt that  is pa ral l e l to 

t h e  s pi r i t  is b re at h . I t  ha s s i gn i f i cance f o r  und er-
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, 
s tand ing c re a t i on be cau s e  Yahwe h i s  the one who g iv e s 

breath . 

The s piri t and t h e  word are the two m e t h o d s  thr ough 

wh i ch Yahwe h a c t s  in h i s to ry . The y reveal t h e  powe r o f  

G o d  w i t h i n  t h e  a c t i vi t i e s  o f  God . Edmond Jacob wr i t e s : 

The goal o f  d iv ine a c t i on i s  t o  ma i n t a i n  and 
t o  create l i fe ; t o  a c h ieve t h i s  aim Y ahwe h 
c h i e f l y  ava i l s  h im s e l f  o f  two m e an s  wh i ch 
we e n c oun t e r  i n  vary ing intens i t i e s  i n  a l l  
t h e  realm s o f  h i s  man i fe s tat i on : t h e  S p i r i t  
and t h e  W o rct . 1 

Oskar Gre t h e r  n o t i c e d  that out o f  241 t im e s  that 

" th e  word of Yahwe h "  is ment i one d i n  the Old Te s tament 

2 2 5  t im e s  it  is  c onn e c t e d  w i th pro ph e t i c  u t t e rance . 2 

The me an ing o f  the word w i l l  be exam i n e d  b e f or e  an 

ana l ys i s  of the way i n  wh i ch I s a iah ut i l i z e d  the conce pt 

o f  word and re l a t e d  m o t i fs - -d e c l ar ing , plann ing , nam i ng 

o r  call ing , and the vo i c e  o r  mouth o f  Yahwe h . 

I J.. :r i s  u s e d  b y  I s a i ah t o  m e an m o re than jus t T T  
" wo rd . "  John McKenz i e  wr i te s  t ha t  I 'J.. -:r .,. .... 

i s  und e r s t o o d  by m o s t  ph i l o log i s ts t o  s i gn i fy 
rad i ca l l y  " t o drive , t o  g e t beh i nd and pus h . "  
Thus t h e  pe rs onal i t y  put s  i ts e l f  be h ind the 
word and d r ive s it i n t o  the e x t e rn a l  wo�ld ; 
but i t  c o m e s  w i th tha t wh i c h  i t  drive s . j  

Edmond Jacob says  t hat t h e  word trans lat e s  i n t o  a c � ion 

tha t wh i ch is " f i rs t  in the h e a rt . " 4 As s h own by 38 : 7 ,  

I :I7f s om e t im e s  has the c onno ta t i on o f  an a c t i o n : "And T T 
t h i s  s hal l be the s ign t o  you from Yahwe h tha t Yahweh 

w i ll d o  t h i s  l J.  -:r tha t He ha s s poken . "  S o , the e quat i on .,.. ,.. 



o f  t h e  a c t  w i t h  t h e  word s h ows thA t the power o f  t he 

word cont i nu e s  from t h e  moment i t  i s  s poken unt i l  i t  

i s  ful f i l l e d  i n  t h e  a c t . The re f o re , 'l :L 7T i s  the a c t  T T 
a s  w e l l  a s  the word . 

The Hebrew c o n c e pt o f  the word ha s s im i la r i t i e s  

w i th i t s  u s e i n  o t h e r  Near Eas te rn cul ture s .  In 

.l'ie s o po tam i a  

the d iv i n e  word i s  conce ive d a s  an e n t i ty 
l a d e n  w i th power ; b o t h  gods  and man are  
m ove d by i t  and f ind it  i rre s i s table . I t  
i s  a pr inc i pl e  o f  l i f e  and o f  f e rt i l i ty , 
a c re a t ive u t t e r a nc e . Once s po ken , i t  
partake s o f  t h e  e t e rn i ty o f  t he g o d s  
thems e lve s . 5 

Marduk c re a t e d  n o t  b y  word but by work . 6 

The New Year ' s  f e s t iva l o f  the Baa l cult i n  

Canaan each year ena c t e d  i n  r i tua l t h e  d e cre e o f  the 

g o d s  f or the com i ng year . Through th i s  r i te t he f er­

t i l i ty of the la n d  was b e l ie ve d t o  be s e cured . 7 

In Egy pt the M e m ph i s  the o l og ians moved c l o s e r  

t o  t h e  Hebrews i n  t h e ir und e r s tand ing o f  t h e  word 

when t h e y  taught tha t whe n t h e  god s uttered n a m e s  the 

rea l i t y  wh i ch tha t n a m e  s ign i f i e d  s prang into be ing . B 

Al though t h i s  i s  no t the s a � e  a s  creat i on by word 

wh i c h  i s  d e s cribed i n  G e ne s i s  one , i t  s t i l l  i s  a move 

away from creat i on b y  "mak ing " to a f orm o f  cre a t i on 

by word . 

The d i f f e re n c e  b e tween t h e  Hebra i c  and t h e  Mem-

ph i t i c  v i ews of c re a t i on was that the Hebrews v i ewed 
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Yahwe h a s  crea t i ng by the power of the comman d i ng word 
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wh i l e  the Mem ph i s  th e o l og i an s  be l i eved that the pow e r  

o f  cre a t ion was i n  t h e  a c t  o f  utter i ng name s . Although 

Y ahwe h name d e le m e n t s  of h i s  c re a t i on , he d o e s n o t  

create b y  n a m i ng . 9 Jacob say s that " in G e ne s i s  one 

the word i s  the creat ive i n s t rume n t  o f  God . "1 0 

As the i n s trume nt o f  crea t i on , the word i s  very 

powe rful . I t  h a s a pe rmanence  tha t " re a che s from the 

pre s en t  into the future . " 1 1  Conc e rn i ng the powe r o f  

the future word , McKe nz i e  c on t inue s : 

Here t h e  word po s i t s  t he rea l i ty wh i ch i t  
s i g n i f i e s  and end ure s i n  the pro c e s s  wh i c h  
i t  i n i t i a te s . Once u t t e red i t  cannot b e  
re cal l e d . The word s o  conce ive d  i s  • • •  
the e x t e rna l i z a t i o n  o f  the rea l i ty c o n c e ived 
in the h e a rt , the d e s i re . I f  the w i l l  i s  
s trong e nough , the real i t y  wh i c h  i s  po s i t e d  
by the

1
�ord w i l l  i n fa l l ib l y  c om e  i n t o  

b e i ng .  

In the anc i e n t  world the d ivine  word and the mag-

i ca l  word b o th ha d powe r t o  create  the t hing t h e y  s ym ­

b o l i z e d . 1 3 The u s e  o f  mag i c  wa s forb id d e n  b y  Yahwe h a s  

abhorre n t  i n  h i s  e y e s  ( Dt .  1 8 : 9 -l J ) . " Be l i e f  i n  mag i c  

i s  a pe rve rs i on o f  t h e  pow e r  o f  t h e  word . " 1 4  The 

Hebrews , howeve r , b e l i eved t ha t  the word of Yahw e h  was 

d i f f e re n t  from the wo rd o f  rnan . 1 5 The d i f f e re n c e  con-

s i s te d  in the d egree  o f  ful f i l l ment of the w o rd . I s a i ah 

i l lu s tra t e d  the fu t i l i ty o f  m an ' s  word when h e  s a id , 

" S pe a k  a w ord , but i t  w i ll n o t  s tand " ( 8 : 1 0 ) .  Man ' s  

word i s  n o t  true when i t fa i l s  t o  a c compl i s h  i t s  tas k .  

Thus , man ' s  word m a y n o t  b e  e s t ab l i shed . 1 6  I n  contras t ,  

the word o f  Yahw e h  i s  sa i d  " to b e  ful f i l l e d " o r  " e stab -



l i s h e d . " Th i s  d e s cr i pt i on o f  t h e  word o f  Yahweh 

i llustra te s  t h a t the th ing the word s ign i f i e d  is  

c om ing i n t o  e x i s te n c e . 1 7  

Scri pture i llus trat e s  tha t Yahwe h  brings even t s  

i n t o  be ing through t h e  word . Through the pro ph e t i c  

word the hous e s  o f  Je roboam , Baa s ha and Aha b  f e l 1 , 1 8  

the rebu i ld i ng o f  J e r i cho was ac compl i s hed through 
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the d eath o f  Hi e l ' s  s on s , 1 9  and the fam ine o f  Samaria 

wa s ende d . 2 0 The word o f  Yahweh a c t s  a s  " the h inge o f  

b ib l i ca l  h i s tory . " 2 1  Through t h e  word o f  Yahw e h  the 

Noah i c  f lood came , 2 2  Abra ham and .fi1o s e s  were cal l e d . 2 3 

The Hebrews moved from pla c e  t o  place duri ng the i r  

wande ring i n  the w i ld e rn e s s  a t  t h e  word o f  Yahwe h . 24 

Yahwe h c h o s e  Saul a n d  Davi d  a s  k ing b y  h i s  word . 2 5  He 

re j e c t e d  Saul a s  k ing , pun i sh e d  David for h i s  s ins 

and d iv i d e d  the k ingd om b y  h i s  word . 2 6 He e s tabl i shed 

De.vi d  • s throne forever by h i s  word . 27 He h e a l e d  He z e ­

k i ah b y  h i s  word . 2 8  Final l y , J o hn re�ord e d  t h at God 

re e s tab l i shed a re la t i on s h i p  o f  l ove w i t h  man k i n d  

through the l i f e , d e a th a n d  re s urre c t i on o f  h i s  Word . 2 9  

As t h e  i n s t rume n t  o f  Yahwe h , t h e  word brings i n t o  be ing 

G o d ' s  w i ll in the arena of man ' s  world and h i s t ory . 

Som e t i m e s  t h e  word o f  Yahw e h  i s  not real i z e d  imme -

d ia t e ly . Howeve r ,  t h e  word o f  Yahweh neve r re turns t o  

h im w i thout having a c c om pl i sh e d  i t s  tas k .  I f  i t  does 

n o t  ful f i l l  i t s e l f  imme d ia te l y , it  b e c om e s  l i k e  a t i me 

bomb . Man knows that  i t  w i l l  b e  ful f i lled but he doe s  



n o t  know when i t  w i ll b e  fulf i l le d . The re f o re , the 

word o f  Yahwe h b e com e s  more t e rr i f y ing than Dam o c l e s '  

sword . " On c e  u t t e re d , i t  fal l s  u pon i t s  ob j e c t , and 

no one knows when it w il l  ful f i l l  i t s e l f . " 3° Ja c ob 

l iken s  the word o f  Yahweh t o  a " pro j e c t i le s ho t  in t o  

the enemy c a m p  who s e  e x pl o s i on mus t  s ome t im e s  b e  

awa i te d  but whi ch i s  alw a ys inevi table . " 31 Ja c ob 

furth e r  conclud e s  tha t " Yahwe h i s  t he s ole author o f  
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h i s t ory" A n d  t ha t  " human b e ings a re t h e  ins truments o f  

h i s  word . " 32 For exam pl e , i n  I s a i ah Sennache r ib re pr e -

s en t e d  h i s  m i l i t ary a t ta c k  u pon Je rusalem a s  a n  ord e r  

from Ya hwe h :  " Yahwe h s a i d  t o  me , ' Go up aga i n s t  t h i s  

l and , and d e s t ro y  i t ' "  ( 36 : 1 0 ) . The re fore , the word 

doe s n o t  re turn t o  Y ahwe h unful f i l l e d . Ins tead , i t  i s  

l i ke the ra i n  a nd the s n ow ful f i ll ing i t s  m i s s i o n . 

The word o f  Yahwe h d o e s  n o t  re turn t o  Yahw e h , n e i th e r  

d o e s  h e  t a k e  i t  ba c k  ( J1 : 2 ) .  

McKen z i e  con c lud e s  tha t t h e  word " parta k e s o f  t h e  

e te rn i ty o f  Yahwe h h im s e l f . " 3 3  I s a i a h  expre s s e d  t h i s  

unders t a nd ing o f  t h e  word o f  Yahwe h when h e  wro t e : 

" Th e  g ra s s  w i t h e rs , the f lowe r fad e s , but the word o f  

our God s tand s  foreve r "  ( 40 : 8 ) . M c Kenz i e  c lar i f ie s  

th i s  when h e  s ay s : 

Th i s  d o e s  n o t  mean , obvi ous ly , that the 
word- t h i ng pos i t e d  b y  the re al i t y  of Yahwe h 
i s  a s  e te rn a l as Yahweh ;  the word i s  here 
c on s i d ered a s  an e x t e rna l i zat i o n  of the pe r ­
s o na l i ty o f  Yahwe h as a n  e x pre s s i on o f  H i s  
w i l l . The re i s  n o  a g e n t  wh i ch

4
can d e s troy 

i t , c o rrupt , or f rus tra t e  i t . 3 
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I t  w i l l  a c c om pl i s h i t s  ta s k  be cause o f  t h e  o n e  wh o 

s a i d  i t , Yahwe h . 

The power o f  the word i s  r o o t e d  i n  the pow e r  o f  the 

pe rson who s pe aks the word . 3 5  When a person s pe aks , he 

" e x te rnal i z e s  h i ms e l f  and l oo s e s  the power wh i c h  he 

pos s e s s e s . " 36 Th i s  is t ru e  not only o f  human words 

but a l s o  of d iv ine word s . McKenz i e  contras t s  the e f fe ct s  

o f  the d iv i ne word w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  h uman word : 

The word o f  Yahwe h , l ike the word o f  rnan , i s  
a re l e a s e  o f  the power o f  the pe rs ona l i ty 
wh i ch u t t e rs i t . He who re ce ive s the word 
i s  i nvad e d  b y  t h e  pers ona l i t y o f  the s pe a ke r ; 
when the s pe aker i s  Yahweh , the tran s f o rm i ng 
i nflue n c e  o f  t h e  word

7
e x c e e d s the i n f luence  

of  any human s pe e c h . ) 

McKenz i e la t e r  s ta te s  that the Hebrews b e l i eved 

that the con ce pt of  " th e  word o f  Yahweh "  a p pl ie d  t o  more 

than an u t t e rance . I t  a l s o  i n c luded the eve n t s  wh i c h  

o c curred a s  a re sult o f  thRt s poken word . In o th e r  word s , 

h i s t o ry a l s o  i s  " th e  word o f  Yahwe h , "  a rea l ­
i t y  wh i ch ful f i ll s  t h e  utterance o f  Yahwe h . 
The word o f  h i s t ory i s  d ynam i c  and d ianoe t i c : 
d ynam i c  i n  tha t i t  a c c om pl i s h e s  what i t  s ig­
n i f ie s , d iano e t i c  in that it make s the h i s ­
t o r i cal pro c e s s  in t e l l i g ib l e . H i s t ory i s  then 
reve la t io n  of the  pur pos e  o f  Y a hweh , b u t  i t  
i s  more ; a s  the word i s  a re l e as e  o f  the 
psych i c  e n e rgy of a pers onal i ty ,  so h i s tory 
i s  a reve l a t i on o f  the cha ra c te r  a nd pe rson­
a l i ty of Him who s e  word i t  i s . The word 
a f f i rms no t only t h e  tb ing

8
s ign i f i e d  b u t  a l s o  

the  pe r s on w h o  u t t e rs i t . J  · 

He furthe r  s ta t e s  tha t o t h e r  c u l ture s  i n  the anc i e nt 

Near Ea s t  h e l d  th i s  v i ew o f  the word wh i ch the Hebrews 

ut i l i z e d . 3 9  

No t o n l y  i s  h i s tory a word but na ture i s  a word 



a ls o . In Ps a l m  1 9  the psa lm i s t  acknowledged tha t 

a l t hough na ture c ould n o t  u t t e r  a word ye t i t  a l s o  
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d e c la red Yahwe h ' s  glory . I t  w a s he ard b e c au s e  n a ture 

al s o  is a word , a word e m i tt e d  b y  i ts cre a t o r . 4 0 What 

n a ture s pe a ks i s  the " pe rs o na l i t y  o f  H i m  wh o u t t e rs 

the word . M a n  e x pe r i en c e s Ya hweh i n  wha t Yahw e h  h a s  

c re a te d . n 41 The " word o f  Yahwe h , "  t h e n , i s  n o t  jus t 

� word but the word o f  Y a hwe h . Ea ch t i me i t  i s  s poken 

Yahwe h reve a l s  s ome part o f  h i s  pe rsona l i ty ,  e i th e r  h i s 

judg i ng o r  h i s  s aving na ture . There fore , a reve l a t i on 

o f  the word o f  God ha s value n o t  jus t t o  t h e  i nd i vidual 

who e x pe ri e n c e d  it  but a l s o  t o  all pe o pl e  as a n  exam pl e . 42 

I s aiah ' s  u s e o f 'l J.-:f w i t h i n  h i s  v i s i on w i l l  i llus -

tra t e  t h i s  und e r s t8.nd ing o f  "word . "  Aga in and aga i n  

I s a i a h  i ntroduc e d  a pro ph e c y  w i th t h e  phra s e  " th e  word 

o f  Yahwe h "  ( 1 : 1 0 ;  2 8 : 1 3 , 1 4 ; 38 : 4 ;  39 : 5 ; 6 6 : 5 ) .  Th i s  

phra s e  i s  f ound a s  a n  i ntrod uc t io n  t o  me s s age s o f  judg­

m e nt ( 1 : 1 0 ;  2 8 : 1 3 , 1 4 ;  39 : 5 ) as we l l  a s  m e s s age s of c orn ­

f ort ( 38 : 4 ;  6 6 : 5 ) .  In every c a s e  i t  i ntrod uced a n  a c t i on 

wh i ch Yahwe h e s t abl i s he s . The word i s  alwa ys c onne cted 

w i t h  Yahwe h ' s  a c t ivi ty--pa s t , pre s e n t  and future . 

The a s pe c t  o f  Yahwe h ' s  pa s t  ac t iv i ty i s  s ee n  in the 

m o t i f  o f  n a m ing or call ing . ( Th i s  w i l l  b e  c ons id e red 

late r , ) I s a iah 9 : 8 -1 0 : 4 po i n t s  not only to the power 

o f  Y ahwe h ' s  word but a l s o  to i t s  purpo s e . Yahwe h ha.s 

s e n t  a word u pon I s ra e l  wh i ch i n c lude s  s eve ral coming 

d i s a s t e rs --d e fe a t by the Syr i a n s  a nd Ph i l i s t i n e s , the 
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d e ath o f  the l e a d e rs , f a m i ne , c iv i l  war and s lau�h t e r .  

I s a i ah s a i d  that Yahwe h ' s  h�nd wa s s t i l l  out s tre t c h e d  

aga ins t I s ra e l be c aus e t h e  pe o pl e  d i d  n o t  re pent o f  

the i r  w i ckedne s s  or s e e k  Yahwe h o f  h o s t s . In t h i s  

s ta tement I s a i ah reve a l e d  tha t Yahweh de s i r e d  t o  s a ve 

I s ra e l  but c ould n o t  b e caus e o f  I s rae l ' s  unre pen t an t  

a t t i tud e . Isa i a h  9 : 8 re c e ived i t s  pe cul iar force from 

the context wh i c h  d e s cr ib e d  the com ing d i s a s ters . 4 3 

In I s a iah JO : l - 2 I s a iah warn e d  o f  the cons e q u e n c e s  o f  

re j e c t i ng t h e  word o f  Ya hwe h  s po ke n  b y  t h e  pro phe t .  

I t  i s  the s a m e  p, s  re j e c t ing God h i m s e l f . 44 

In 4 5 : 2 3 the word o f  Yahwe h i s  righteousne s s  and 

i t  w i l l  n o t  r e turn t o  h i m . He re the word o f  Yahw e h  

i s  s e e n  t o  be true , t o  b e  r ight . I t  w i l l  n o t  turn 

back or re turn f o r  to re turn would be to l o s e  i t s  rea l ­

i ty , 4 5  t o  d e ny t h e  power o f  Yahwe h b e caus e i t  wa s i n e f ­

f e c tua l . In 5 5 : 1 0 -1 1  Y a hwe h aga i n  s ta t e s  that jus t as 

rai n  and s n ow fall  f ro m  h eave n and d o  n o t  re turn t o  

heaven w i thout wa ter i ng the e arth e nabl i ng i t  t o  b e ar 

f rui t ,  s o  h i s  word w i l l  n o t  r e turn w i thout a c c om pl i s h i ng 

Yahwe h ' s  d e s i re . Th i s  ve r s e  revea l s  the c l o s e  a s s o c i -

a t i on b e tween t h e  word a nd t h e  pe rs ona l i ty o r  t h e  one 

who u t t e rs the word by d e c l ar ing the chara c t e r  of Yah­

we h ' s  d e s i re s . Ya hwe h ' s  purpo s e  can be s e en in the 

a c c ompl i s hment of h i s  word . In th i s  pa s sa g e  I s a i a h  

" attribute s t o  t h e  word a powe r i n  t h e  cosmos a s  gre a t  

a s  i n  h i s to ry . " 46 The re f ore , the s e c t i on o f  I s a i a h  



5 8 

wh i ch beg i n s  w i th c ha pte r  40 and end s w i th cha pter 5 5  

g re a tly e x pre s s e s  Y8hwe h ' s  us e o f  the c reat i ve word i n  

h i s to ry : i t  beg ins by a f f i rm ing that even t hough 

g e n e ra t i ons c ome a nd go the word of Yahwe h e ndure s 

e te rna l l y , and i t  e nd s  w i th a d e c l a ra t i on of the word ' s  

e ff i c acy . 47 For I s a ia h  t he word o f  God 

i s  the e nt i re act i on and reve l a t i on of God . 
• • • By h i s  word God make s known the mean ­
i n g  o f  events ; h e  make s them known i n  
ad van c e , f o r  he who i s  the f ir s t  and the 
l a s t  knows what w i l l  ha ppen a t  tU� end o f  
t ime ( 41 . 4 ;  4 ) . 1 0 ;  44 . 6 ;  48 , 1 2 ) .  

Th i s  fore knowl e dge and the ab i l i t y  to de c lare t hat 

wh i ch i s  new is  the te s t  wh i c h  Ya hwe h pre s e nts to the 

gods as a t e s t  o f  d e i t y .  Th i s  chall enge i s  i ntended 

b y  Yahwe h t o  s h ow that he and he alone is the l iv i ng 

G o d . I t  i s  d e s igne d t o  " c ontra s t  Yahwe h w i th pagan god s 

b y  t h e  word o f  t h e  one and the s i l e n c e  o f  the o t he rs . " 4 9  

In o rd e r  t o  d e�on s t ra t e  h i s  a b i l i ty to pre d i c t  s o m e -

th ing new , Yahwe h pre d i c t e d  the e x i l e  ( )9 : 6- 7 ) a n d  the 

d e l ive ran c e  f rom ex i l e  through the me s s i a h , Cyrus . 

S pe a k i ng a bout the g o d s o f  Babylon , Yahwe h d e cla re d , 

" Though one may cry t o  i t , i t  cann o t  a n swe r ; i t  canno t  

d e l i v e r  h im f ro m  h i s  d i s tre s s "  ( 46 : 7 ) . 

Yahwe h ' s  word n o t  only d e cre e s  ru in a s  i n  chapter 

2 4 , but i t  a l s o  d e c lare s s e lva t i on .  �h i s  func t i on of the 

word of Y a hwe h suppo r t s  h i s  s e rvan t . God ' s  word w ill 

b e  t o  h i s  pe o pl e  a word o f  gu idanc e : " Th i s  is  the way , 

wa l k  i n  i t 11 ( )0 : 2 1 ) .  Ya hw e h  w i l l  con f i rm the word of 
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h i s  s e rvant ( 44 : 2 6 ) a n d  g ive h im the t ongue o f  a d i s c i -

ple s o  t h a t h i s  word s ma y sus ta in the we a ry . He w i ll 

pla c e  h i s  words i n  the mouth o f  the s e rvan t ( 51 : 1 6 ) . 

H i s  word a l s o  teaches  h i s  s e rvant a s  a d i s c i pl e  ( 5 0 : 4 ) .  

Jac ob wr i t e s  tha t  the " func t i on o f  the word i n  

produc ing salva t i o n  c a n  b e  compared w i th t ha �  o f  the 

s e rvant o f  Yahwe h . " 5 0 I t  is  pos s ible that I s a i ah pe r-

c e ived i n  the s e rvant o f  Yahweh the s a�e real i ty tha t 

wa s i n  the e te rnal word , f or the s e rvant would fulf i l l  

h i s m i s s i on r ig h t  to the end . 51  The s a lva t i on wh i c h  

Y ahwe h works come s through h i s word i n  a 

s ingl e  h i s to ry wh i ch b e g i n s  w i th the word o f  
G o d  pronounced  a t  the creat i on and wh i ch i s  

2 c ompl e t e d  by the word ma d e  f l e s h  ( Jn .  1 . 1 4 ) . 5 
The re fore i t  i s  i n  h i s tory tha t the word i s  
reve a l e d  a nd i t s  a c t i on i n  na ture i s  only a 
pal e  re f l e c t i o n  o f  i ts work i n  h i s t o ry . 5J 

The word o f  Y ahwe h fun c t i ons t o  br ing salva t i o n  not 

only in the pre s e nt a s  i n  the l i fe o f  He z e k i ah when he 

was f i r s t  t e rm i nal l y  i l l  and then b e s e i g e d  b y  As s yria54 _ 

but a l s o  through the prom i s ed d e l ivera n c e  f rom Babylo­

n i a n  capt i v i t y5 5  a nd t h e  capt iv i ty o f  s in . 5 6  

Th i s  word o f  promi s e  i s  revealed t hrough a word o f  

v i s i on .  After I s a iah ' s  t e m pl e  v i s i o n  i n  c ha pt e r  6 , the 

vo i c e  of Yahwe h s po ke the word to I s a i ah . In chapter 2 

I s a i a h  s aw the word wh i ch Y a hwe h pro c l a i m e d . Th i s  vi ew 

o f  v i s i on a s  word i s  s u pported  b y  Je re m i a h  whe n h e  said 

that m e n  s pe a k  a v i s i o n  from the i r  own m i nd s , and not 

from the mouth of Yahwe h ( Je .  2 ) : 1 6 -1 8 ) .  The vi s i on i s  

un in t e l l ig ible t o  man unl e s s  the word o f  Y a hwe h a c com-
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pe n i e s  i t . 5 7  Be c a u s e  I s a i ah ' s  pro phe c y  is  a v i s i o n , 

I s a i a h  pu t gre a t  e m pha s i s  upon the word o f  l a hwe h . 

Cons e q u e n t l y , i t  i s  made i n t e l l ig i ble  by the word o f  

I s a i ah reve a l ed h i s  e m pha s i s o n  t h e  word n o t o n l y  

by h i s u s e  o f  I J.. "1 but a l s o  by the an t hropomorph i c  ... ,.. 
t e rm s  " vo i c e  11 and " mouth . 11 When ( i -if , " vo i ce , "  i s  

u s e d  i n  c onne c t i on w i th l a hwe h ( th i s  o c curs s ix t im e s - -

6 : 8 ;  J O : JO , Jl ;  J 2 : 9 ;  4 0 : 6 ;  6 6 : 6 ) , i t  alwa y s  i s  pro -

c l a i m i ng a word o f  judgmen t .  �hen I s a i a h  had  h i s  v i s i on 

o f  Y a hwe h , h e  h e a rd Ya hwe n ' s  vo i c e  s e e k ing s ome one t o  

pro c la i m  a m e s s a g e  o f  j ud g m e n t : " Whom s ha l l  I s e nd , 

a n d  who w i l l  go f o r  Us " ( 6 : 8 ) ? In JO : JO a nd Jl t h e  

vo i c e  o f  Yahwe h i s  a vo i c e  o f  au thor i ty . I t  i s  s o  t e r -

r ib l e  tha t A s s yr ia w i l l  be t e rr i f i e d  a t  the j ud gment o f  

Y a hwe h . F o r  t h e  vo i c e  o f  Yahwe h t o  s peak i s  t h e  s a�e 

as  t he pun i s h ing judgme n t . When Yahwe h s peaks to  the 

c o m pl a c e n t  women i n  c ha p t e r  J2 , h e  s pe a ks s o f t l y , inv i t -

i ng l y ; but , t h e  m e s s age i s  one o f  j udgment wh i l e  he 

cal l s  them t o  re pe ntance ( J2 : 9 -1 2 ) . In 4 0 : 6  the  vo i c e  

tha t s pe a k s  " Cry " i s  no t i d e n t i f i e d ; b u t  be c g u s e  the 

m� s s ag e  i s  a bout t h e  f le e t ing na ture o f  man , a word. o f  

wa rn i ng a s  we l l  a s  c om fo r t , t h e  v o i ce i s  probably Y a h -

we h ' s  vo i c e . Th e f ina l m e n t i on I s a i ah ma d e  o f  Y a hwe h ' s  

vo i c e  i s  in the  m e s s age a b out the new h eavens and the 

new e ar t h . In 66 : 6  I s a iah d e c l are d tha t Yahwe h ' s  vo i c e  

i s  bring ing re tr ibut i on t o  h i s  ene iT. i e s - - th o s e  w � o  s e l f -
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r ighte ous l y  ful f i l l  the r i tual but ignore t h e  one whom 

t h e y  are t o  s e rve . 

Eleven t ime s I s a i Rh ment i oned Ti l  \l "' .., � ,  " m outh o f  'T � " 
Yahweh , "  o r  the mouth o f  h i s s e rvant . F ive t im e s  I s a iah 

used a phra s e  s im i lar t o  " the mouth o f  Ya hweh h a s 

s po ke n "  ( 1 : 2 0 ;  34 : 1 6 ;  4 0 : 5 ; 58 : 1 4 ; 62 : 2 ) .  Th i s  phra s e  

has the impl i ca t i on o f  the e s tabl i s hment o f  the me s s age . 

Yahwe h has s poken and i t  w i l l  happe n . " He s po ke and i t  

wa s done , He commanded and i t  s tood fa s t "  ( Ps .  33 : 9 ) . 

In 4 0 : J-8 where Isa i a h  u s e d  t h i s  phra s e , h e  a ppl i e d  

ano ther m o t i f  c onne c t e d  w i th cre a t i on b y  t h e  word . In 

c re a t i on God comma nde d l ight and other parts  o f  the 

un i ve r s e  t o  e x i s t  wh e n  h e  s a i d , " Le t  there b e . "  In 

4 0 : 4  h e  says : 

Le t every val l e y  be l i ft e d  u p ,  
And every mounta i n  and h i l l  b e  made l ow ; 
And l e t  the roug h  g round be come a pla i n , 
And the rugge d te rra i n  a broad va l l e y . 

He re the pat t e rn " Le t  t h e re b e  • • • " a ppe ars tw i c e  

reveal i ng t h e  creat ive work o f  Yahwe h i s su in g  from 

h i s  vo i ce a nd h i s  word . Als o , the sure t y  o f  the 

a c c ompl i s hment o f  t h i s  a c t appears i n  t h i s  pa s s age 

when I s a i ah s a i d , " Th e  m outh of Y a hwe h ha s s po k e n "  ( 40 : 5 ) 

a nd " the word o f  our God s tands f o reve r "  ( 40 : 8 ) . 

Eve ry an imal w i l l  have a ma t e  be caus e Y ahwe h ' s  

mouth ha s c omma nde d i t  ( 34 : 1 6 ) .  I t  i s  the mouth o f  

Y a hweh tha t e s tab l i s he s  the h e r i tage o f  t h o s e  w h o  ke e p  

the s abbat h  ( 5 8 : 1 4 )  and that d e s ignate s a n ew name for 
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Z i on ( 62 : 2 ) .  Ano t h e r  way of s a y i ng tha t Y a hwe h ' s  w o rd 

i s  e s tab l i s h e d  i s  tha t when t h e  word o f  Y a hweh g o e s  

f o r t h  from Y a hwe h ' s  mouth i t  w i l l  n o t  re turn e m pt y . 

Th e  f orme r eve n t s  o f  h i s tory , whe th e r  i t  be  the c re a -

t i on o r  the e x odus , we re a c co m pl i s h e d  be c ause t h e y  went 

f orth f ro m  Y ahwe h ' s  mouth . Sa l va t i o n  i s  po s s ib l e  

b e caus e o f  the word tha t g o e s  f orth f rom l a hwe h ' s  

mouth . I t  w i l l  suc c e e d  i n  t h e  mat t e r  f o r  wh i c h  Yahweh 

sent  i t , s a lva t i on ,  be cau s e  t h e  pur pos e  of  Y ahwe h ' s  word 

g o ing f o r t h  is tha t every kne e  w i l l  b ow to Yahweh and  

e v e r y  t ongue wi l l  swear a l l e g i a n ce t o  h im ( 45 : 2 3 ;  5 5 : 6 -1 1 ) .  

Thre e t im e s  \1 9  i s  a ppl i e d  t o  Yahwe h ' s  s e rvan t ( 1 1 : 4 ;  

51 : 1 6 ;  5 9 : 21 ) .  The s h o o t  from the s t e m  o f  J e s s e  w i l l  

u s e  h i s  m outh a s  a wea pon aga ins t  t h e  e a r t h  ( 1 1 : L� ) . 

When h e  s pe aks r ighte ousne s s , pe o pl e  a re j ud g e d  

b e c au s e  o f  the i r  w i c k e d ne s s . Twi c e  I s a iah s a i d  thB t 

the  word s o f  Yahwe h are place d  in the m outh o f  the s e r­

vant . The s e  word s po s s e s s  a ub i q u i tous q ual i t y  be cau s e  

t h e y  w i l l  b e  pas s e d  from one  g e n e ra t i on o f  the  s e rvant 

t o  t h e  nex t .  F ina l l y , Yahwe h pla ce d  h i s  word s in the 

s e rvant ' s  mouth for c re a t ive pur po s e s . Yahwe h says  

tha t the  s e rva nt re c e ive d h i s  word s for  a thre e - f o l d  

pur po s e :  1 )  t o  e s ta bl i s h t h e  h e a.ve ns ,  2 )  t o  f ound the 

e a r t h  a n d  3 )  t o  say to Z i on , " You are my pe o pl e . " Th i s  

l a s t  m e s sage wa s d e s igne d t o  g ive h o pe t o  t h e  pe o pl e  o f  

Jud a h . Yahwe h ' s  s e rvan t  wa s t o  b e  Lord o f  h i s t o ry . He 

was t o  b e  the on e who u t te r e d  G o d ' s  word s o f  c re a t i on 
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as  we l l  a s  h i s  word s o f  c omfort . Cons e q u e n t l y , I s a i a h ' s  

as s o c i a t i on o f  ? ·i ?  and il� w i th the word o f  Y ahwe h i l l  us -

t ra t e s  i n  anthr o pomorph i c , o r  concre te , t e rm s  t h e  powe r 

o f  the word of  .Yahwe h . 

Yahwe h u s e d  h i s  word i n  d i f f e rent a c t i v i t i e s : h e  

plRnne d  < I � ' > ,  h e  d e c lare d ( \ J. J ) , he cal l e d  o-r}"R ) - T - ..,.. . 
and h e  gBve na me s < 0 4:1 ) .  'I'he plans ( \1 YY ) o f  Yahweh 

.. -· 

are n o t  f rus tra t e d  b y  anyth i ng or anyone ( 1 4 : 2 7 ) .  W hen 

Yahwe h plan s s o m e t h i ng , it w i l l  s tand ( 1 4 : 24 ) . 

The c o un s e l  o f  t he Lord i s  e terna l , " I t s tands 
foreve r . " The endur ing c h a ra c te r  o f  God ' s  
c o un s e l  and plan i s  ground e d  i n  the un c hange ­
ablene s s  o f  G o d  h ims e l f  • . . • I t  i s  G o d  who 
guaran t e e § the a c c om pl i s hment o f  h i s  e te rnal 
d e cre e s . ) 

Tw i c e  I s a i ah u s e d t h e  ph ras e " Yahwe h o f  h o s t s  ha s 

planned "  t o  s h ow tha t no t h ing tha t Yahweh ha s pla nned 

w i l l  b e  f ru s t ra t e d . I t  w i l l  be a c c ompl i s he d  ( 1 4 : 24 ;  

2 3 : 9 ) .  Yahwe h i s  s o  w i s e  tha t n o  one c an g i ve h im any 

c ouns e l  or plans . He kn ows whB t he i s  d o i ng ( 40 : 4 ) .  

The pas s ag e  wh i ch m o s t c le arl y s hows Yahwe h ' s  d e c la re -

t i on o f  h i s  a c c om pl i shment o f  h i s  plans d e a l s  w i t h  h i s  

a ppo i n tm e n t  o f  Cyrus a s  the d e l iverer o f  t h e  Hebrews 

from the i r  e x i le : 

Rem e mb e r  the f orme r t h ings l ong pa s t , 
For I am God , and there i s  no o t he r ; 
I a� God , a nd there i s  no one  l i ke Me , 
De clar ing the e n d  from the beg inn ing 
And f rom a.nc i ent t im e s  th ings wh i c h  h a ve not 

been d one , 
Say i ng , · �y pur po s e  w i l l  be e s tab l i s h e d , 
And I wi l l  a c c om pl i s h  a l l  My g o o d  pl e a sure ' ;  
C a l l ing a b i rd o f  pre y from the eas t , 
The man o f  My pur po s e  f rom a f a r  coun try . 
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I hAVe p l A n n e d  i t , sure l y  I w i l l  d o  i t  ( 46 : 9-1 1 ) .  

In ve r s e  1 1  , t h e  word t r�=m s la t e d  " pl A nn e d " i s  l� ; , 

" f o rm . " Th e re f o re , Y A hwe h  " fo rm s " h i s  pur po s e . He 

a c c o m pl i s h e s  it through the l i f e  and a c c o m pl i s h m e n t s  o f  

Cy rus . 

In t h e  s aEe manne r tha t t he s e rva nt o f  Y ahwe h wa s 

l i nke d  t o  t h e  m o t i f  o f  " m outh , "  the s e rvant i s  l i nke d i n  

two pa s s a g e s  t o  t h e  m ot i f  o f  " pl a n . "  I n  9 : 6  I s a iah 

wro t e  tha t the  s on would be c a l l e d  " Wond e rful Coun s e l o r "  

c '(� i .,  N j� )  a s  we l l  a s  thre e o t h e r  A ppe l l a t ive s . Con­

c e rn i ng t he mean i ng o f  t h i s  name Paul G i l c hr i s t  wr i t e s : 

The c h i l d  wh o i s  t o  c om e , on who s e  s houl d e rs 
t h e  g ove rnrre n t  o f  t h e  world s h a l l  re s t , i s  one 
who s e  plan s , pur po s e s , d e s9gns a nd d e c r e e s  f o r  
h i s  pe o pl e  a r e  m a rve l ou s . 5 

Ano th e r  A S pe c t  o f  t h e  word o f  Ya h\'Je h i s  reve a l e d  i n  

the u s e o f  t h e  v e rb \ J- J ,  " t o  d e c l a re . "  1 1 ] bA s i ca l l y  - T  - T  
m eans " to pla c e  e � a t t e r  h i gh , c on s pi cuous b e f ore a pe r ­

s on . " 6 o  A s  I s A i a h  ind i ca t e d  b y  h i s  u s e  o f  th i s  v e rb , 

1 1J i s  u s e d  t o  po i n t  out t he d e c l e ra t i on o f  s om e t h ing _ .,.. 
"new . " In 4 2 : 9  YA hwe h B �noun c e s  the t h e  i s  d e c lar ing 

new t h ings "be f o re t h e y  s pr ing f orth . "  In 4 8 : 5  Yahw e h  

s pe a ks s im i l ar l y  c o n c e rn i ng " fo rm e r  th ings . "  " B e f ore 

t h e y t o o k  pla c e  I pro c la im e d  them to you . " In t h e s e  

ve r s e s  Y a hwe h i m pl i e s  t h a t  t h e  m A t t e rs wh i c h h e  d e clared 

were u t t e r l y  un known t o  m P n . The y  ha ppe ned " sud d e n l y . "  

The w o rd t r� m s l a te d  " su:4 d e n l y " i s  O 'M .IJr;;l . S tuh l mue ller 
. 

be l i eve s tha t 0 � 11 9 : . 
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d oe s  n o t  s o  muc h  m e a n  " a u i ck l y "  a s  " w i t h  sur­
pr i s e "  o r  " i n  a way far b e y ond e x pe c t a t i o n "  
( c f .  I s a i a h  2 9 . 5 ;  4 ? . 1 1 ) .  Yahwe h ' s  pre d i c ­
t i ons , t h e re f o re , pre pa re the way f o r  the 
future but n eve r take the

6
surpr i s e  out o f  

the wond rou s ful f i l lment . 1 

Co ppe s ma ke s the  s am e  ob s e rva t ion : " Usua l l y  the  ' ma t te r '  

wa s pre v i ous l y  unknown o r  unknowabl e  t o  the ob j e c t . " 62  

I) J i s  u s e d o f  both man ' s  and  Y a hweh ' s  de  c la ra -- T 
t 1 ons . 6 3 The d i f fe re n c e  i s  that Y a hweh d e c l are s th in�s 

wh i ch ha ve n o t  b e e n  kn own so t ha t he  w i ll be a c know l -

e dg e d  a s  the o n l y  God  ( LI J : 1 2 ;  44 : 8 ;  45 : 1 8 -24 ) . Th i s  

i s sue i s  t h e  c rux o f  the IT'at t e r  f o r  Ya hv1e h .  \ ).. ] i s  - ... 
a lmo s t  e x c l u s ive l y , i n  pas sa�e s in wh i ch Yahwe h i s  

c on t e n d ing w i t h  g o d s who are n o t  g od s . In 41 : 2 1 - 24 

Yahwe h chal l e nge s the s e  o t h e r  g o d s to d e c l a re wha t i s  

go i ng t o  h a ppe n : 

Le t t h e m  b r ing f o rt h  and d e c lare t o  us wha t 
i s  g o i ng t o  take pla c e ; 

As f o r  t h e  f o rm e r  e ve n ts , d e c l a re wha t  the y 
w e re , 

Tha t we-IDa y  cons i d e r  them , and  know t h e i r  
ou t come ; 

Or ann ounc e  t o  us what i s  c o m ing . 
De c la re t h e  th i ng s  that are g o ing t o  c ome 

a f t e rwa_rd , 
Tha t  we may  kn ow tha t y ou a re g od s ; 

u s e d , 

Ind e e d , d o  g o o d  o r  e v i l , tha t we ma y a nx i ous ­
l y  l o o k  a b out us and fear toge t h e r . 

The ab i l i ty t o  d e c lare new t h in�s b e c om e s  the te s t  

o f  d e i t y . In Yahwe h ' s  o pi n i o n  he  i s  t h e  only one  who 

ha s eve r ful f i l le d  that  o n e  c r i t e r i on . 64 In fac t , to 

d emons tra t e  h i s  c l a in Yahwe h d e c lare s the c om in g  o f  one 

from the  n o r t h . A f t e r  ana l y z i ng the pos s ib i l i ty o f  any-

one e l s e  d e c l a r i ng it  from t h e  b e g i nn i ng , he  c on c ludes 
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that n o  one has an answe r b e cau s e  " t he i r  works a re 

worthl e s s "  ( 41 : 2 9 ) .  

A l t houg h  Yahwe h c h a l l e nged  the god s t o  d e c lare 

a ny t h i ng whe th e r  g o od or e vi l , the  nature of tha t wh i ch 

h e  d e c lare s i s  r i g h t e ousne s s . The d i f f e ren c e  b e twe e n  

Ya hwe h and t h e  i d o l s  that man k i n d  wors h i ps i s  tha t t h e  

i d ol s  canno t  s ave b u t  Ya hwe h c a n  s ave . In 4 5 : 1 1 -2 5  

Ya hwe h  d e a l s  w i t h  the i s sue o f  r ighte o u s n e s s  a nd s a lva -

t i on .  F i r s t o f  a l l , h e  s pe a ks r i g h t e ousn e s s  and 

d e c l a re s t h i ng s  that are u pr ig h t  ( 45 : 1 9 ) . Se cond , h i s  

work o f  r i g h t e ousne s s  hp s t o  d o  w i t h  h i s  pe o pl e : " A s k  

m e  about t h e  t h i ng s  t o  c om e  c o n c e rn ing � Y  s on s , a n d  you 

s h a l l  c omm i t  to  Me t h e  work o f  My ha nd s "  ( 45 : 1 1 ) .  Whe n  

Y a hwe h d e a l s  w i t h  h i s  pe o pl e , h e  a c t s  r i gh t e ou s l y  and 

h e  a c t s  t o  s ave t h e m . He is  " a righte ous G o d  and a 

Sav i o r "  ( 4 5 : 21 ) .  The re i s  n o  o t h e r  G o d  t o  save pe o pl e . 

G o d ' s  g re a te s t  work , i . e .  the s ove r e i gn red em p­
t i on o f  h i s  pe o pl e  and t h e  d e c la ra t ion o f  
jus t i f i ca t i on b y  t h e  i n s t rume n t  of fa i t h  

6 a l on e  • i s  t o  b e  d e c lared t o  e l l  na t i on s . 5 

Ya hwe h  c omma n d s h i s  pe o ple t o  fl e e  Babylon pro c l a i m i ng 

t o  t h e  e n d s  o f  the e arth " Yahwe h ha s re d e e m e d  H i s  s e r -

van t  Ja c ob " ( 48 : 2 0 ) .  In t h e  t im e  o f  the new h e a v e ns 

and t h e  new e a r t h  t h e  s e rvant s  o f  Yahwe h w i l l  t a ke up 

the ta s k  of d e c l aring Ya hwe h ' s  g l o ry , the re d e m pt i on o f  

h i s  pe o pl e , t o  t h e  world . 

The f ina l way I s a i a h  u s e d  t h e  conce pt o f  t h e  word 

o f  Yahwe h i s  found in h i s  u s e  of �Ti?J , " to c A l l , "  and T T 
o�. " n P rne . "  Th e s e  w o rd s are o f t e n  u s e d  t og e t h e r  by 
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" is i n t e n d e d t o  e l i c i t  a s pe c i f i c  r e s pons e . " 66 In a 
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more s pe c i f i c  mann e r i t  rna y d e s i�n8 t e  t he c o n f e rr ing o f  a 

name . Ano t h e r  i n te r pre t 8 t i on o f  t f}R i s  that i t  c on ­

n o te s t h e  c omma nd - l i ke i nv i tat i on t o  a ta s k . 6 7 

OlJ i s  a noun thA t means  "name . "  I t  c ould d e r ive 

v 
from " th e  An'lb i c  ro o t  � ' to m a rk o r  brand , '  hence  an 

e x t e rnal ma rk to d i s t i ngu i s h  one t h ing or pe rs on from 

ano ther . " 6 8  A name wa s integra l t o  the e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  

t h ing name d . I t  was t h e  e x pre s s i on o f  a pe rson ' s  i d en­

t i ty o r  per s onal i t y . 69 The name  has  powe r over i t s 

b e a r e r  s o  tha t the pe r s on a cq u i re s the pe rs o na l i ty 

d e s cribed  b y  t he naF<e . 7 0  The re fore , when a pe r s o n  

c hange s i n  chara c t e r ,  h i s  name w i l l  b e  c hang e d . 71  When 

a pe rs o n  s peaks in s ome one ' s  nPme , they are that pe r-

s on ' s  re pre s e n t a t iv e  a rd they pa r t i c i pa t e  in h i s  au thor­

i ty . 7 2  Th o s e  who are cal l e d  b y  a n o th e r ' s  name are con­

s i d e red to  b e  own e d  by thA t pe rs o n . 7 3  On t h e  o t h e r  

hand , t o  c o n f e r  a name o n  s om e th ing g ive s the o n e  who 

nam e s  i t  a t y pe o f  powe r ove r t he th ing name d . 74 When 

0 �  is a ppl i e d  t o  God , it m e a n s  " h i s  reve a l e d  na ture 

and charac t e r - - th e  Sav i o r  G o d  as he ha s man i f e s te d  h im ­

s e l f  and d e s i re s  t o  be  known b y  man . " 7 5  

In t h e  a n c i e n t  Ne a r  Eas t  t he power o f  t h e  word as 

it is re f l e c t e d  in the name was ev i d e nt in the i r  c rea-

t i on m y t ho l og y . In t h i s  culture " th e  word i s  thought 

o f  a. s � · n 7 6  The name i s  wha t  make s the t h i ng in t e l -
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ne ture o r  chara c t e r  i s  unc e r ta i n . N o t  only i s  i t s  c ha r-

a c t e r  u11 c e rta i n  but i t  d o e s  " n o t  b e c om e  a rea l i t y un t i l  

i t  g e t s  e name , unt i l  i t  b e c om e s  i n te l l i g ibl e . .. ? ?  

I n  Babyl on t h i s  ph i l o s o ph y  wa s re fle c t e d  i n  t h e  

Enuma El i s h : 

When o n  h igh the h e a v e n  ha d n o t  b e e n  na w e d , 
F i rm g round b e l ow ha d no t be en c a l l e d  by name . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Whe n n o  g o d s wha tever ha d b e en brough t i n t o  

b e ing , 
? 8 Un c a l l e d  b y  n a m e , the i r  d e s t i n i e s  und e t e r� ine d . 

In Egypt , a l s o , a the o l og y  wa s d eve l o pe d  tha t 

re f l e c te d  t h e  powe r o f  t h e  word in the cre a t ive pro c e s s . 

The t h e o log ians o f  Memph i s  a t t e m pt e d  t o  deve l o p  a b e t t e r  

theo l o g y  o f  c re a t i o n  than t h e  t h e o l ogy wh i c h  u s e d  the 

work of the  hand s by s pl i t t ing the c o s m i c  egg or the 

bod y of a god ( a s the  Babylon i a ns a dv o c a t e d ) .  The y u s e d  

the " m e ta phys i c s  o f  t h e  na me . " 7 9  McKenz i e  wri t e s  c on -

c e rn i ng the m e a n ing o f  t h i s  t y pe o f  cre a t i on : 

The n a m e  g i ve s  rea l i t y ; tha t wh i ch i s  name le s s  
i s  un i n t e l l ig ib l e  a nd there f ore unreal . When 
the  god u t t e rs a na m e , the r ea l i t y

8
wh i c h  the 

name s ign i f i e s  s pr ing s into be ing .  0 

The a u thor o f  t h e  Gene s i s a c c o u n t  o f  c re a t i on us e s  

a s im i l a r  v i ew o f  n a m i ng i n  c re a t i on . The nam ing o f  the 

t h i ng d o e s  n o t  b r i ng it  into b e ing f o r  God  na m e s  tha t 

wh i ch i s  c re a t e d  a f t e r  i t  c om e s i n t o  b e i ng . For exa m pl e , 

h e  name d  the l ig h t  a n d  d arkne s s , a f ter they  we re c rea t e d , 

d a y  and  n ight ; h e  n a m e d  the s ky , the land a nd t h e  wate r , 

heave n , e arth a nd s e a . Th e G e n e s i s  au thor a l s o  ins e rte d 
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ano t he r  e l ement  i n t o  t h e  nam ing o f  creA t e d  t h ings . 

Con c e rn i ng t he l iv i ng crea ture s on the e arth , God  g ave 

mAn the powe r t o  name them . Th i s  a c t  ful f i l le d  God ' s  

c o�mand t h a t man have powe r over the l iv i ng c r e a ture s 

on the e a r t h  ( c f .  Ge . 1 : 2 8 : 2 : 1 9 - 2 0 ) . 

The a s pe c t s o f  'HJK i n  wh i ch a me s s age i s  s po ke n  

a n d  a re s pons e e l i c i te d  and i n  wh i ch a c ommA nd i s  

u t te re d  and a re s pons e i s  invi ted  a re ve ry s im i lar . 

The y  w i l l  be c on s i de re d  f i rs t , f o l l ow e d  by t h e  analy s i s 
' 

o f  c a l l i ng a s  name and t he u s e  o f  O W  t h ro ug hout I s a i ah . 

The l e a s t d i ff i cu l t  a s pe c t  o f  �l� t o  und e rs ta nd i s  

tha t o f  s pe a k i ng t o  s ome one . In 40 : 6  the  m e s s enge r  

h e a rs a vo i c e  t h a t  i n s tru c t s  h i m  " Call , Cry out . "  I n  

5 8 : 1  t h e  pro phe t i s  t o  " Cry l o ud l y "  the s in s  o f  Go d ' s  

pe o pl e . The s e rvan t  o f  Yahwe h , A Cc ord ing t o  61 : 1 -2 ,  i s  

" to pro c l a i m  l ib e r t y  t o  c a pt ive s "  and " the favorab le 

y e a r  of Yahwe h . " � me s s a g e  n e e d s  t o  be  d e l i ve r e d  and 

Yahwe h ' s  m e s s e ng er s  are i ns t ru c t e d  to pro c la i m  i t . 

Th i s  t y pe o f  m e s s age i s  d e s i gned t o  br ing a r e s pon s e . 

In 5 5 : 6  t h i s  i nv i ta t i on t o  re s pond t o  Yahwe h i s  e v ident 

when I s A i ah s a i d : " Se e k  Yahwe h wh i l e  He m a y  b e  f ound ; 

c a l l  u po n  H i m  wh i l e  He i s  n e ar . " Howeve r ,  I s rA e l  d id 

n o t  a lway s  r e s po n d  t o  Yahwe h ' s  inv i t a t i on s  t o  re lat i on ­

s h i p .  I n  4 J : 2 2 Ya hwe h c harg e s  I s rA e l  w i th n o t  c al l i ng 

o n  h im even t hough he had broug h t  them out o f  Egypt 

( 4 J : 1 6 -1 7 ) . He pro c ln i m s  thRt h e  w i l l  d o  s ome th ing new 

t h i s  t im e  when he d e l ivers them from ex i l e . In s te a d , 



7 0  

t h e y  have b e c ome wea ry o f  h i m . Thre e t im e s  Yahweh c l a im s 

that he  c a l l e d  t o  I s rae l but t h e y  d i d n o t  an swer ( 50 : 2 ;  

6 5 : 1 2 ;  66 : 4 ) . The r e l a t i on s h i p  be twe e n  Yahwe h and I s -

ra e l  h a d  b e e n  broken b y  I s ra e l ' s  c h o i c e  t o  d o  what d id 

n o t  d e l ight  Yahwe h ( 6 5 : 1 2 ) .  For God  t o  s pe a k  an� h i s  

c r e a t i o n  n o t  t o  re s pond , even though t h e y  have the fre e -

d o m  t o  d o  s o , i s  rebe l l i on a n d  req u i re s  pun i s hm e n t . 

The re f o re , h e  " w i l l  b r i ng o n  t h em w ha t  t h e y  d re ad "  ( 6 6 : 4 ) .  

Howeve r ,  Yahwe h al s o  C8 l l e d  I s ra e l  t o  re pe n tan c e  ( 2 2 : 1 2 ) .  

The c on tra s t  t o  the i r  pre s e n t  b e h A v i o r  i s  f o v n d  i n  

t h e  i n i t i a l  ca l l s  o f  God u po n  pe o ple ' s  l i ve s . Whe n  

Abr A hA m  was al one , G o d  c A l l e d  h i m , a n d  h i s  re s po n s e  I 
broug h t  b le s s i ng t o  b o t h  Abra ham and Sarah ( 51 : 2 ) .  I s -

r a e l  i s  t o  l o o k  t o  them a s  e x A m pl e s  o f  what Yahwe h w i l l  

d o  for Z i on . 

The I s rae l i te s , h oweve r , we re t o  b e  e x i l e d  and God 

h a d  to cal l them ou t of e x i l e . In 54 : 6  Y A hwe h i s  

s pe ak i ng t o  I s ra e l  a s  h i s  w i fe who h a s  b e e n  f o r s a ken . 

He c a l l s  t o  h e r  t o  s how t �a t  he  i s  w i l l i ng � o  f o r� ive 

h e r  and t o  re e s tab l i s h  a re la t i o ns h i p  w i th h e r .  He cal l s  

h e r  from the remo t e s t  pa r t s  o f  the  earth a n d  s a y s , " Yo u  

a re M y  s e rvan t , I have c h o s e n  y o u  and n o t  re j e c � e d  

y o u "  ( 41 : 9 ) . 

Yahwe h ' s  pow e r  t o  d o  t h i s r e s id e s , f i rs t  o f  all , i n  

h i s  a b i l i ty t o  call t h e  world i n t o  ex i s t e n c e ; and , s e c -

o nd l y , i n  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  ove r h i s t o ry . The c re a t ive 

power i s  u s e d  to subs t an t i a t e  b e l i e f  i n  h i s  a u t ho r i ty 
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o v e r  h i s tory . To s how t ha t h e  can ca l l  Cyrus o r  " on e  

f rom t h e  e a s t '' i n  r i ghte o u s n e s s  t o  d e l ive r I s ra e l  f r om 

e x i le , Yahweh po i n t s  out t h a t he c a l l s  ea ch g e n e ra t i on 

i n t o  ex i s t ence  ( 41 : 4 ) . In 4 8 : 1 2 -1 5 he aga in i l lus t ra t e s  

h i s  c a l l  o f  Cyrus w i t h h i s c r e a t ivi ty . I n  t h i s  c a s e  he 

c al l e d  the h e avens and e arth i n t o  ex i s t e n c e  and t h e y  

s tand t oge th e r .  Yahweh s hows t h a t  t h i s  ca l l  t o  Cyrus 

i s  more than a me s s ag e  ( i t  i s  a c omma nd ) , be cau s e  t h re e  

more t i m e s  h e  me n t i on s  tha t h e  c a l l e d  h im t o  d e fe a t Bab-

y l on ( 46 : 1 1 ; 45 : J ; 41 : 2 ) .  'nri c e  he says tha t he c a l l e d  

Cyrus b y  name s h owing h i s  power over h i m . 

Yahwe h a l s o  s howe d h i s  autho r i ty ove r pre s e n t  h i s ­

tory b y  cal l i ng El i ak i m  t o  b e  i n  cha rge o f  the roya l 

hous e h o l d  i n s t e a d  o f  She bna . He w i l l  be g iven the ke y 

o f  the hous e o f  Dav i d , " wh e n  h e  o pens no one w i l l  s hut , 

wh e n  h e  s hu t s  n o  one w i l l  o pe n " ( 2 2 : 2 2 ) . 81  

Ano the r d e m ons t ra t i o n  o f  Y a hwe h ' s  author i ty ove r 

h i s tory wa s i n  h i s  d e a l i ng s  w i t h  h i s  s e rvan t .  Fir s t , 

Yahweh c a l l e d  h i s  s e rvant f ro m  h i s  mother ' s  womb ( 49 : 1 ) .  

He was i n s t rumen t a l i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  h i s  s e rva nt from h i s  

very b irth , e ven b e f ore h i s  b i rth . He c a l l e d  h im in 

r ighte ousne s s  i n  the s a me m a nn e r  tha t he c a l l e d  Cyrus 

( 42 : 6 ) . In b o t h  ca s e s  God  wa s re s t or i ng o rd e r to a s i t ­

ua t i on tha t h a d  gone awry . Cyrus d e l ive re d  the Hebrews 

from e x i l e ; the s e rvan t would b e c ome a c ovena nt and a 

l ig h t  t o  t h e  na t i on s  s o  tha t a l l  men m ight e nt e r  into  a 

re la t i on s h i p  o f  l ove w i t h  Y a hwe h . 
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The m o s t bas i c  w e an ing o f  cal l ing a nAme i s  t o  c a l l  

i n t o  e x i s t e n c e , t o  crea t e . Th i s  ab i l i ty i s  re s e rved f o r  

l a hwe h a l one w h o  d e cl a re s t h a t  h e  ha s c a l le d  t h e  h o s ts 

of h e a ven , t he s ta rs , by n a � e . In 4 0 : 2 6 Ya hwe h  c h a l ­

l e nge s  h i s  pe o pl e  t o  con8 i d e r  t h e  s tars whe n  t h e y  are 

try i ng to l i ke n h i m  t o  s om e t h i ng . The y we re c r e a t e d  b y  

h im .  H e  ce l l e d  t h e rr  i n t o  b e i n g  b y  na m ing them . H e  even 

numb e re d  them and b e ca u s e  of h i S  m ig h t  the y rerra i n  in  

t h e i r  po s i t i ons . 

S e v e r a l  pa s s ag e s  u s e  t he c o n c e pt o f  n a � e  i n  t e rrrs 

o f  po s s e s s i on . In I s a i a h  4: 1 I s a i ah pro ph e s i e d  a d a y  

when s even d a ug h t e r s  o f  Z i on would s e e k  t o  b e  c a l l e d  by 

the name of one m a n  so t h a t t h e y  would n o  l ong e r  be 

l o oked u pon w i t h  re proa c h  b e c a u s e  t h e y were  n o t  marr i e d . 

Two p.R s s a g e s i n  I s a i a h  d e a l  w i th t h i s  c o nc e pt in 

t e rrr s  of I s ra e l ' s  r e l a t i o ns h i p  to Yahwe h .  In 4 J: l  Yah­

weh d e c lare s h i s  owne r s h i p  o f  I s ra e l  when h e  s a ys , " I  

have c a l l e d  y ou b y  name ; y o u  a re I� i n e ! "  He re Yahweh 

g i ve s I s ra e l  he r name ; but , in  4 J: 7  Ya hwe h g ive s h i s  

n a me t o  t h o s e  whom h e  ha s c re a t e d , t h o s e  w h o  a r e  obed ­

i e nt t o  h im . In th i s  ve r s e  I s a i a h  pre s e n t e d  a m e s s a ge 

the t a nt i c i pa te d  Pau l ' s  appl i c a t i on o f  the  n e w  c re a t i on 

w h e re a pe r s o n  a s sume s  t h e  na n e  and cha rac t e r  o f  Chr i s t  

a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  i s  c on s i d e re d  t o  be  re c re a te d  ( c f .  I I  Co . 

5: 1 7 ) . 

Th i s  c o n c e pt o f  t h e  n a m e  reve a l i ng t h e  c hara c ter o f  

t h e  pe r s on a ppe a rs q u i te o f t e n  t hrough out I s a i a h . In 
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54 : 5  Yahwe h i s  d e s cribe d b y  h i s  chA.ra c t e r : "who i s  

ca l l e d  the  G o d  o f  a l l  the  e a rth . " Th i s  s hows how g re a t  

h e  i s . He i s  G o d  n o t  jus t o f  t h e  na t i o n  I s ra e l  but he 

is God of a l l  n a t i on s . 

The wa y o f  God i s  t o  b e  cal led  " the Highwa y  o f  

Ho l i ne s s . "  In chapt e r  3 5  I s a i a h  d e s c r ib e d  t h i s  h ighway . 

Tho s e  who trave l o n  i t  w i l l  n o t  be unc l e an but h o l y . 

The y  w i l l  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  j o y  and gladn e s s .  

God ' s  hous e w i l l  be c a l l e d  a house o f  pra y e r , n o t  

j u s t for h i s  pe o pl e  but f o r  a l l  pe o pl e . I t  w i l l  be such 

an hous e f o r  eve ryone who d e s i re s  t o  j o in the m s e lve s t o  

Y a hwe h : 

To  m i n i s te r  t o  H i m , and t o  l ove the name o f  
Yahwe h ,  

To be H i s  s e rvan t s , e v e r y  o n e  who ke e ps from 
pro fa n i ng t h e  s abba th ,  

And h o l d s  f a s t  My c oven a n t  ( 5 6 : 6 ) . 

The s e  pe o pl e  w i l l  be broug h t  t o  God ' s  holy  mounta in . In 

6 1 : 3- 6  Yahwe h SRYS tha t t h o s e  wh o �ourn in Z i o n  w i l l  be 

ca l l e d  oaks of r ighte ousne s s .  The i r  s tand upon the 

r i gh t e ous wa y is s te a d fa s t . Be c a u s e  of the ir s tand 

t h e y  w i l l  be c a l l e d  " th e  pr i e s � s  of Yahweh . "  The i r  

m i n i s try w i l l  b e  t o  Ya hwe h . A l l  o f  t h i s  w i l l  t a ke pla c e  

i n  a c i ty - -the  c i � y  o f  r ig h t e ous n e s s - -whe re Ya hweh hp s 

pur i f i e d  h i s  pe o pl e  from s i n ( 1 : 2 6 ) . 

�w i c e  Yahwe h ' s  n aw i ng o f  h i s  s e rva nt i l lu s tra te s  

the cha ra c t e r  o f  h i s  s e rva nt . In 7 : 1 4  Yahwe h ' s  s ign t o  

Aha z i nvo lve s e s on wh o w i l l  b e  nam e d  " Immanue l " - -

"wh i c h  m e a n s  ' Go d  w i th u s ' "  ( Mt .  1 : 2 3 ) . 8 2  I n  9 : 6  a ch i ld 
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w i l l be born u pon wh o s e  s h ou l d e rs the gove rnment w i l l  

re s � . H i s  nam e w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  " Wond e rful Coun s e lor , 

M igh t y  God , Ete rnal Fa the r , Pr ince  o f  Peace . "  In t h e s e  

name s the cha ra c t e r  and pe r s ona l i t y o f  Yahwe h ' s  s e rvant 

is  reve a l e d . H i s  pur po s e  is  t o  couns e l  in such a way 

tha t pe o ple ma rve l a t  h i s  w i s dom a n d  t e a c h ing s . He h im­

s e lf would be the M ig h ty God in human fle s h , 8 3 the i ma g e  

o f  the E t e rnal Fa ther s o  tha t when m e n  s e e  h i m  t h e y  s e e  

the .!:''a t h e r , e4 a n d  the one who broup-ht pe ace from God t o  

a l l  men . t55 
. 

The f ina l way i n  wh i c h  � -:J'j'?  and 0� are j o i n e d  i s  

i n  thP m e a n ing o f  r e na m ing . Y a hweh i l lus tra te s h i s  pow-

e r  to rename whe n  he s a ys t h8 t Egy pt w i l l  be r e na m e d  " Re ­

hab who ha s b e e n  e x t e rm ina t e d " ( J0 : 7 ) . 8 6  H e  i s  s how i ng 

h i s  l o rd s h i p  ove r Egy pt 8 S  we l l  a s  reveal ing the i m po -

tent na ture o f  Egy pt t o  tho s e  i n  Judah who wan t e d  to 

trus t in Egypt ' s  m ig h t . 

Yahwe h ' s  u l t i ma te d e s ire for h i s  pe o ple i s  re f le c te d  

i n  cha pter 6 2  whe re �a hwe h w i l l  n o t  be s i l e n t  un t i l  

Z i o n ' s  r ighte ousn e s s  and s a lvat i on a re s e en b y  a l l  na-

t i on s . When th i s  h a ppe n s , Z i �n w i l l  be g iven a new name . 

Ins tea d o f  be ing cal l e d  " Fo rs a ke n "  o r  " De s ola t e , "  it  

w i ll b e  c a l le d  " .My d e l ight  is  i n  her"  and " Marr i e d . "  

He r pe o pl e  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  " the h o l y  pe o pl e , t h e  r e d e emed  

o f  Yahwe h , "  and Z i o n  w i l l  b e  called  " Sough t  out , a c i t y  

n o t  forsake n "  ( 6 2 : 4 , 1 2 ) .  

Th e f i na l c o n s i de ra t i on o f  the cre a t ive u s e  o f  the 
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wo rd ( I  ]';f ) re s t s  i n  the s i ngu l a r  use  of name ( 0 \J} ) • 
. 

I s a i A h  u s e d  O W  i n  f ive d i f ferent ways b e s i d e s  in c o n -

n e c t i o n  w i t h � � \? , " t o  c a ll " : 1 )  t h e  crea t ive a. c t i v i t y  .,. .,.. 
o f  lahwe h , 2 )  the  cutt ing o ff o f  a pe o pl e  or a na m e , 

3 )  the s e rva n t  o f  Y a hwe h , 4 )  t h e  n ame o f  Y ahwe h and 

5 )  t h e  d e c la ra t i o n  by Yahwe h , " ThA t is rry name . " 

In pAs sage s  a lr e a d y  c o n s i d e re d  Y a hweh s h owe d h i s  

cre a t ive pow e r  b y  na� i ng t h e  s tars ( 4 0 : 2 6 ) , b y  nam i ng 

I s rae l ( 4 3 : 1 ) ,  and b y  c re a t ing , f o rrn i ng a nd ma k ing t h o s e  

who a re c a l l e d  by h i s  n a m e  ( 4 3 : 7 ) . In c ha Dter 2 5  I s 8 1 ah 

pra i s e d  la hwe h ' s  name b e ca u s e  h e  has worke d wond e rs a n d  

f ormed h i s  pla n s  l ong a g o  w i th pe r f e c t  f a i th fulne s s . 

'I'hus , the c re a t ive a c t iv i t y  o f  lahwe h i s  a s ource o f  

prai s e  a nd thanks g i v ing f o r  I s a i a h . 

Ja cob ' s  c h i ld re n , who have n o t  b e e n  ve ry fai t hful 

i n  wors h i pping Ya hwe h , w i l l  s a nc t i fy h i s  name ( 2 9 : 2 3 ) . 

�he y  w i l l  s e t  i t  a s i d e , a pa r t  from a l l  t h e  o t h e r  g o d s  o f  

the nat i on s , and wors h i p  Yahwe h a l one . In f a c t , t h e  new 

earth wh i ch Y a hwe h w i l l  c re a te wi l l  be a na me o r  memor i a l  

t o  Ya hwe h o f  h i s  chara c t e r  ( 55 : 1 3 ) . 

Fo r  t h o s e  who wors h i p  a nd o b e y  Yahwe h h i s  name i s  

s ome t h ing t o  pra i s e , s a n c t i fy o r  ke e p  i n  rerr.embra n ce . 

Howeve r ,  for t h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  s e rve Ya hwe h , h i s  na me i s  

h i d d en And b r i ngs j udgwe n t . I n  30 : 2 7 I s a i a h  s � i d  tha t 

the n a m e  o f  Ya hwe h " c ome s from a remote  pla ce "  i n  ang e r  

to pun i s h  A s s yr i A . In t h e  � y t h o l og y  o f  the Ne a r  Ea s t  

t h e  d we l l i ng pl a ce o f  El wa s very d i s ta n t  from m a n . I t  
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wa s " a t  the s ource  of t h e  r ive r s , amid t h e  c ha nn e l s  o f  

t h e  two o c eans . " 8 7  Here I s a i a h  re i n t e r pre ted  t h i s  

c o n c e pt t o  s h ow tha t Y a hwe h ' s  na �e i s  d i s tant and f e a r­

s om e  to tho s e  who d o  n o t  f o l l ow h im .  

I s a i a h  us e d  t h e  c h a ra c t e r i s t i c  o f  be ing name l e s s  a s  

be i ng cut o f f  out  o f  the l a n d  o f  the l iv i ng f ive t im e s  

( 1 4 : 2 2 ; 4 8 : 9 , 1 9 ; 5 5 : 1 J :  5 6 : 5 ) . Only in t h e  f i rs t  i n s ta n c e  

d o e s  Yahweh t h re a te n  t o  cut  o f f  s om e o n e ' s  n a m e . I n  

1 4 : 2 2 I s a i a h  pro c l a i m e d  Y a hwe h ' s  i n ten t i on t o  c u t  o f f  

Babyl o n ' s  name and surv i vo r s , o f f s pr i ng and po � te r i ty 

b e c a u s e  i t  c l a i m e d  t o  b e  a s  gre a t  a s  God ( 1 4 : 1 4 ) . 

Yahwe h c l a i ms t o  d e lay h i s  wra t h  f o r  h i s name ' s  

s ake s o  tha t I s ra e l  w i ll n o t  b e  cut o ff ( 4 8 : 9 ) . He l a ­

m e n t s  t h e i r  d i s obe d i en c e  a nd pro c l a i m s  that i f  o n l y  t h e y  

had b e e n  obe d i e n t  the y would have b e e n  bl e s s e d  b y  h im . 

The i r  d e s c e n d a n t s  would have had a name  tha t would not 

have b e e n  cut off from h i s  pre s en c e  ( 48 : 1 9 ) . 

On the o t h e r  ha n d , th o s e  who d o  s e e k  Yahweh i n  

re pen t a n c e  a n d  obed i e n c e  w i l l  r e c e i ve a name that w i l l  

n o t  be c u t  o ff . In c ha pt e r  5 6  Ya hwe h s a ys t h a t the  

eunuchs who obe y Ya hweh ' s  c ovenant w i l l  r e c e i ve an  

" e verla s t i ng name  wh i c h  w i l l  not  b e  cu t o f f "  ( 56 : 5 ) .  

Tho s e  who c a l l  u pon Ya�we h a n d  thus ful f i l l  h i s  word s o  

that i t  d o e s  n o t  re turn e m pt y  w i l l  b e  pa rt o f  a n e w  

o r d e r  o f  creat i o n  in wh i c h  a l l  o f  l i fe w i l l  j o in 

t oge t h e r  i n  j o y  a s  a name o r  m e m o r i a l  t o  Y ahwe h t h a t  

w i l l  not b e  c u t  o f f  ( 55 : 1 J ) .  
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Seven t im e s  I s a i 8 h  u s e d  O lJ  i n  c onne c t i on w i th 

the conce pt o f  Yt=! hwe h ' s  s e rva n t . I n  two pa s s 8 g e s  

a lre a d y  c o n s i de r e d  ( 7 : 1 4  a n d  9 : 6 )  he was t o  b e  Ct=! l l e d  
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" Immanue l "  and " Wonde rful Coun s e l o r , M i gh t y  God , E t e rna l 

Ft=! the r , Pr ince  o f  Pe a ce . "  In a t h i rd pR s s a g e  0 4}  wa s 

pla c e d  i n  8 pa ra l l e l  pos i t i o n  t o  'K. � � when I s a iah 

re c o r d e d  t he words of t h e  s e rva n t : " Ya hweh ca l le d  Me 

from the womb ; from the b o d y  of My m o ther He named Me " 

( 49 : 1 ) .  

The rema in ing f our re f e re n c e s  d e a l  w i th the s e r -

van t ' s  name i n  r e l a t i on t o  t h e  n P w  h e avens a nd t he new 

e arth . I n  6 5 : 1 J-1 6 Y a hwe h c o m pa re s  the fate  o f  h i s  s er -

ven t  w i th the fa t e  o f  h i s  s e rvant s : 

Be h o l d, My s e rvan t s  s ha l l  e a t , 
but you s ha l l  b e  hungry . 

Be hold , My s e rvan t s  s h a l l  d r ink , 
but you s ha l l  be th i rs t y . 

Be h ol d , My s e rva n t s  s hal l re j o i c e , 
but you s ha l l  be put t o  shame . 

Be hold , My s e rvan t s  s h a l l  s hout j o yful l y  with  
8. g l ad h e a r t , 

But you s h a l l  c r y  out w i t h  8 heavy h e a rt , 
and you s ha l l  wa i l  w i th a broken s p i r i t  

( 65 : 1 )-1 4 ) .  

Be cau s e  o f  the s u f f e r i ng o f  h i s  s e rvant , a l l  tho s e  who 

s e e k  Y ahwe h ( 65 : 1 0 )  w i l l  be abl e  t o  e n j oy l i fe , e a t ing 

and d r i n ki ng a nd re j o i c i ng . The s e rvant w i ll l e a ve h i s  

name a s  a curs e  t o  tho s e  w h o  are God ' s  cho s en pe o ple . 

H i s  name w i l l  c o nv i c t  them o f  the i r  s in .  On t h e  o ther 

hand , Y ahwe h ' s  s e rva nt s , t ho s e  wh o s e e k  h i m , w i ll be 

c a l l e d  by a no the r name . In t h e  l i fe o f  Chri s t , t h i s  

pro phe c y  re c e ive s a n  a ppa r e n t ful f i l lment be caus e the 
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n a m e  o f  " Je s us " i s  rev i l e d  by t he Jews and i s  a rem i n d e r  

o f  t he i r  s in aga in s t  God  and Yahwe h ' s  s e rva n t s  a re 

c a l l e d  b y  ano t he r  na rr e , " Chri s t iH n . "  

I n  c h a p t e r  6 6  t h o s e  who f e a r  t h e  word o f  Ya hwe h are 

p e r s e cuted f o r  h i s  name ' s  s a ke . 8 8  Yahwe h c o n c lud e s  h i s  

d i s cu s s i on o f  t h e  n e w  heavens and the new e a r t h  b y  

d e c laring t h a t i n  t h e  s ame way that  t h e  n e w  h e avens and 

t h e  new e ar t h  w i l l  endure b e f ore h im s o  the name of h i s  

s e rva nt a nd h i s  o f f s pr ing w i l l  e n d ure be fore h im .  T he re ­

f o re , th o s e  wh o e n t e r  i n t o  a new re l a t i on s h i p  w i th Ya hwe h 

t hrough h i s  s e rva n t  w i l l  e n j o y  an endur ing re la t i o n s h i p .  

Fina l l y , I s R i a h  a ppl i e d  the c once pt o f  0 �  t o  Ya hwe h 

h im s e l f . Twe n t y - s i x  t im e s  0 �  i s  us e d  t o  d e s c r ibe Y a hw e h . 

The name o f  Yahwe h i s  worthy o f  pra i s e , g lory , l ove and 

f e ar ( 1 2 : 4 ;  2 4 : 1 5 ; 2 5 : 1 ; 5 6 : 6 ;  5 9 : 1 9 ) .  Y a hwe h ' s  name i s  

t o  b e  obe y e d  a nd s a nc t i f i e d , known and m a d e  known to 

the na t i on s  ( 5 0 : 1 0 ;  5 6 : 5 ; 2 9 : 2 3 ;  5 2 : 6 ;  6 4 : 2 ) ; it is not 

to be  sworn b y  fal s e l y  o r  b l a s ph e med ( 48 : 1 ;  5 2 : 5 ) .  I t  

i s  t o  b e  t h e  d e s i re o f  man ' s  s oul ( 2 6 : 8 ) . In t h e  pas t  

Y a hwe h d iv i d e d  t h e  wa t e r s  t o  �e ke an e ve r l as t ing na�e 

( 6 J : 1 2 ) and h e  led h i s  pe o pl e  t o  make a g l o r i ous name 

( 6 J : 1 4 ) . B e c a u s e  h i s  name i s  from a n c i en t  t im e s , man 

c an b e l i eve t h a t h e  w i l l  a c t now ( 6 J : 1 6 ) .  One from the 

n o r t h  w i l l  come a t  Y a h we h ' s  c om mand t o  d e l ive r I s ra e l  

from e x i l e  a nd h e  w i l l  c a l l  u po n  Yahwe h ' s  name ( 41 : 2 5 ) . 

Yahwe h ' s  n a m e  i s  powe rful n o t  only  i n  t h e  pa s t  and the 

pre s e n t  but a l s o  in t h e  future for a pe o pl e  who a re not 
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y e t  � na t i on in I s a i ah ' s  t i me . Suc h  a pe o pl e  w i ll 

b r ing a g i f t  t o  the  pl a ce o f  the name o f  Yahw e h  ( 1 8 : 7 ) .  

The s h i ps o f  the  na t i on s  w i l l  bring Yahwe h ' s  sons  t o  

Z i on b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a m e  o f  Y a hwe h . 

Out o f  the s e  twe n t y- s i x  t i m e s  tha t  the 0 W o f  Yah-

we h is m en t i one d , s ix t im e s  Y a hweh is d e c l a re d  as God ' s  

name . In 42 : 8 Y a h w e h  s a y s , " I  am Ya hwe h , that is  my 

name " ( , D W }i.:t il il l il 1  ., J � ) ,  When Y p. hwe h s a i d , "71?0 H-1 i7 ,  
' : ""'\ ! � -·. 

" tha t i s  m y  n a m e , "  he wa s c o n f i rm ing h i s  re la t i onsh i p  

w i th I s ra e l  begun i n  t h e  ex odus . •Go d ' s  name s ign i f ie s  

t he pe rs ona l re la t i on s h i p  be twe e n  G o d  � nd t h e  pe o ple . " 8 9 

The re f o re , wh e n  G o d  aga in d e c lared h i s  name through 

I s a i a h , he was re a f f i rm ing h i s  re l a t i on s h i p  w i th I s ra e l . 

i ng : 

When I s a i ah e m phas i z e d  t h e  name o f  Yahwe h by s � y­

i lJ tJ  ll i�]_ Y ll"I il', " Ya hwe h o f  h o s t s i s  h i s  n ame , " 9 0 
: -r : ,. : 

and , aga i n , i o�· ttfllj?1 , " a nd holy i s  h i s  n.qme " ( 5 7 : 1 5 ) ,  

h e  wa s s ign i f y ing t h e  who l e  s e l f -d i s c l o s ure o f  Ya hweh 

t o  h i s  pe o pl e  i n  h i s  h o l ine s s  and t ruth . 91 

The re f o re , Ya hweh u s e d  t h e  powe r o f  the word and 

t h e  pow e r  o f  t h e  na�e t o  c re a te the world and a re la-

t i o n s h i p  w i th a s pe c i a l  pe o ple . H i s  word wa s an e te rna l 

word that would n o t  be  f rus tra t e d . When man d i d not 

ful f i l l  i t , he f e l t  the pow e r  of G o d ' s  word in judgment . 

Y ahwe h ' s  word wa s i n s t rumen t a l  i n  t h e  l ive s o f  h i s  pe o -

ple , a nd i t  was a l s o  t o  b e  powe rful in the l i fe  o f  Yah-

we h ' s  s e rva nt who would e s tabl i s h  a rela t i ons h i p  w i th 

the wh o l e  world . 
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S pi r i t 

In the s a m e  WR Y tha t Ya hwe h u s e d  the powe r of the 

word to cre a te the world and a re l A t i onsh i p  w i th a na­

t i on , Yahw e h  u s e d  the conc e pt of s pi r i t  ( [1:"\l )  t o  s how 

t h e  o u i c ke n ing and mys t e r i ous power b e h ind h i s  crea -

t ivi t y . In the Gene s i s  a c c ount o f  c re a t i on the S p i r i t  

<n� ·l ) o f  God bro o d e d  ove r the fa c e  o f  the wa t e rs . The 

S pi r i t  was pre s e n t  and a c t i ve in the crea t i on o f  the 

worl d . The e x t en t  o f  h i s  pre s en c e  and a c t iv i ty i s  not 

c l e a r . Neverthe le s s , he wa s there . 

tl_l l i s  a word that ba s i ca l l y  me ans " a i r  i n  mot ion , "  

whe t h e r  i t  i s  t h e  calm a i r  or a b la s t  o f  w i n d . 92 Edmond 

Jacob s a y s  t ha t  �� � 
m e an s  o r i g i na l l y  and e tym o l og i ca l l y  the a i r 
wh i ch m an i f e s t s  i t s e l f  in two f orms - -tha t o f  
the w i ne 3

i n  nature and o f  b r e a t h  i n  l iv ing 
b e i ng s . 

n� l a l s o  h a s  t h e  mean ing o f  II s pi r i t  II o r  " S p i r i t o f  God . II 

Con c e rn ing the und e rs tand in� o f  n �·l a s  "bre a th"  ._ ,  -

Ja c ob wri te s : " The t e rm ruach d en o t e s  the bre a t h  of 

l i fe wh i c h  i s  a n  e f f e c t  o f  the breath of G o d . " 94 

McKe n z i e  b r ings the i n t e r pre t at i on o f  �� l a s  "bre a th"  

a n d  as  " s pi r i t "  toge ther when h e  c omme nt s : 

For the s pi r i t  i s  the bre a t h  o f  Yahwe h , and 
t h e  word i s  produc e d  w i th the b re a th ; he who 
h e a rs the word o f  Yahwe h ,  a l s o  f e e ls Hi s 
s pi r i t  • • • •  The s pi r i t  i s  an i n s p i r i �g 
a g e n t  t o  a c t i on ra t h e r  than t o  s pe e ch . ' 

The re f o r e , the  word a nd the bre a th o r  s pi r i t  o f  Yahwe h 

are i n t e rconne c t e d  w i th d i f f e r ing func t ions : the word 
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i s  d e s i gne d to s pur m e n  to s pe a k  f o r  God and the s pi r i t  

i s  d e s i gn e d  to prompt m e n  t o  a c t  on God ' s  b e hA l f . 

As hA S a lre ady b e e n  i nd i cA t e d  f}T l has b e e n  us e d  t o  

s pe a k  o f  a n  �=ts pe ct o f  Ya hwe h ' s  d iv ine be i ng a s  t !-; e  S pi r i t  

o f  Y ahwe h . In us ing a word t ha t primar i l y  m e a n s  " w i nd , "  

t h e  wr i ters o f  t h e  O l d  Te s tament , includ i ng I s a i a h , 

u t i l i z e d  the powe rful and mys t e r i ous o ua l i t i e s  c hara c ­

t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  w in d  t o  e x pre s s  t h e  powe r and rr y s tery 

t h a t  is  characteri s t i c  of t he d ivine nature . 9 6  

Al t houg h t h e  word o f  God qual i f ie s  t h e  pro phe t  f or 

h i s  m i n i s try and cre a t e s  a re l a t i o n s h i p  o f  pe r s on w i th 

pers on , i t  " pre suppo s e s  the s pi r i t , the crea t ive brea th 

of l i fe . " 9 7  For the pro ph e t  t o  r e c e ive t h e  w o rd o f  Yah­

we h ,  he f irs t had t o  be  i n  c ommun i on w i t h  Y ahwe h . Jacob 

ma i n ta i n s  that the O l d  Te s tament bears w i tne s s  t o  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  c ommun i on b e tween G o d  a n d  man i s  n o t  pos s ible 

w i thout the S p i ri t . 9 e In fa c t , "unl e s s  the word c om e s  

w i th t h e  s pi r i t , the re i s  no reve l a t i on a n d  re s ponse , n o  

pe r s o na l e nc oun t e r . "9 9  The pro phe t be gan t o  pe rce ive i n  

n� l " a l l  tha t i s  c o n t a i ne d  in t h e  word ' g od ' . " 1 0 0  

The r e f ore , " i t c an b e  sa i d  tha t t h e  s pi r i t  i s  G o d  h ims e l f  

i n  c re a t ive a nd sa v ing a c t iv i t y . " 1 01 The arena i n  wh i ch 

G o d  a s  s pi r i t  a c t s  i s  t he h i s tory o f  man . 1 0 2 

Throug h out the v i s i on o f  I s a iah n ll i s  u s e d  s ix 

d i f f e re nt ways in c onne c t i on w i th Yahwe h .  F i rs t ,  ll:1 l 
i s  "*1rtd . "  In 1 1 : 1 5  I s a i a h  u t i l i z e d  the mo t if s  o f  the 

e x o d u s  to s h ow thRt a remnant o f  h i s  pe o pl e  w i l l  come 
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o u t  of As s yr i a . Now , a s  t he n , h i s  w ind w i ll pre pa re a 

d ry pa th for h i s  pe o pl e . In 5 9 : 1 9 Yahwe h ' s  s e rvant , 

dre s s e d  in z e al and br ing ing j us t i c e , w i ll c ome a s  

t hough driven by the w ind o f  Yahwe h .  

The s e cond manne r i n  wh i ch I s a i ah us e d  Dl l wa s a s  

the "bre a t h "  o f  man . Yahw e h  gave l i fe to t ho s e  who l ive 

on the e arth ( 42 : 5 ) . When the b re ath o f  Y a hwe h breathe s 

upon man o r  o t h e r  l iv i ng ent i t i e s , the i r  l i fe c a n  b e  

taken from t h e m  be cau s e  G o d  h a s  t h e  power t o  g ive or t o  

take l i fe ( 40 : 7 : 5 7 : 1 6 ) .  I t  i s  f o r  t h i s  re a s on that Yah­

we h says that he w i l l  n o t  contend f oreve r w i th ma n nor 

alway s  be  angry . 

A cons e q uence o f  man ' s  behav i o r , howeve r ,  i s  tha t 

t h e  Spir i t  o f  Yahw e h  b ri ng s  j udgment . In the c a s e  o f  

Je rusalem that judgmen� c le an s e s  ra ther t han d e s troys 

( 4 : 4 ) .  The w i cked , howeve r ,  w i l l  b e  de s troyed b y  the 

breath of the s e rvant ( 1 1 : 4 ) .  Yahwe h ' s  bre a th o f  judg­

ment ove rwhe lms the na t i o n s  in a nger ( )0 : 2 8 ;  JJ : 1 1 ) .  

Th e  S p i r i t  o f  Yahwe h a ls o  re fle c t s  the concept of 

" m ind . "  In J0 : 1  I s a i a h  pro phe s i e d  tha t t he plans Judah 

h a d  exe cu t e d  were n o t  Ya hwe h ' s ,  nor the i r  a l l ia nc e s  d i ­

re c t e d  b y  h i s  S p i r i t .  The y  f a i l e d  t o  d is c e rn the m ind 

o f  Yahwe h .  In 40 : 1 3 I s a i a h pre s en � e d  the q ue s t i 6n : " Wh o  

ha s d i re c t e d  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  Yahwe h , or a s  H i s  couns elor 

has inf orm e d  Him ? "  Thus , t h e  S p i r i t  has n o t  b e en taught 

by anyone . When man d e a l s  w i th Yahwe h ,  h i s  s pi r it or 

m i nd mus t  be c on t r i t e  and humb l e  ( 5 7 : 1 5 ) .  
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A f i f th manne r i n  wh i ch I s a i A h  us e d  f!;"! l we s in 

re f e re n c e  t o  the s e rvant . Four t i m e s  the S pi r i t is  men-

t i on e d  a s  be ing pla c e d  upon the s e rvan t ( 1 1 : 2 ;  4 2 : 1 ;  

5 9 : 21 ;  6 1 : 1 ) .  In 1 1 : 2  the S p i r i t  o f  Y a hwe h i s  a s ix -

f o l d  s pi r i t - -w i s d om and und e rs tan d i ng , cou n s e l  and 

s trength , knowle dge and the f e ar o f  YA hwe h . 1 0 .3 Not onl y 

w i l l  t h e  S pi r i t  b e  plA c e d  upon Yahwe h ' s  s e rvant , but 

a l s o  u pon h i s  d e s c enda n t s  ( J2 : 1 5 ; 59 : 2 1 ) .  Ja c ob s ays : 

But i t  i s  n o t  onl y pa s t  h i s tory wh i ch i s  a 
man i fe s ta t i on o f  t h e  s pir i t ; an even m o re 
s plend i d  out pour ing o f  the s p i r i t  i s  re s e rved 
for t h e  future ; t h e  new age w i ll be m a rke d 
by abundance o f  vege ta t i on , by pro s pe r i ty and 
pea ce , a l l  of wh i ch w i l l  be prod uc e d  by the 
s pi r i t  of Yahw e h  ' come from on h igh ' ( I s a i a h  
32 . 1 5  f f . ) ;  t h e  s ho o t  o f  the s tem o f  J e s s e  w i l l 
be  c lo t he d w i t h  t h e  s pi r i t  i n  a m ore c om pl e te 
and s p i r i tua l WA Y t h a n  the l e ad e rs o f  t h e  
h e ro i c  age ( 1 1 . 2  f f . ) ,  the s pi r i t  w i l l  a ls o  
re s t  perma nently on t h e  s e rvant o f  Y a hwe h 
( 4 2 . 1  f f . ) but a t  t h e  same t i me a l l  t h e  pe o pl e  
w i ll re c e i ve the b e ne f i t  o f  th i s  e x t ra ord i ­
n a r y  g i f t : ' I  w i l l  pour forth m y  s pi r i t  upon 
t h y  ra c e , and fo4

b l e s s ings upon thy po s t e r i ty • 
( Is a i a h  44 . J ) . 

Th e f :irna l Way i n  Wh i ch n � l  WaS U S e d  WA S a s  the 

S pi ri t o f  Yahwe h . He i s  " th e  m e ans pa r ex c e l l e nc e  b y  

wh i ch God a s s e r t s  h i s  pre s e n c e  i n  the m id s t  o f  h i s  pe o -

pl e . .. 1 0 5 JA cob b e l i ev e s  t h e t  from the f i rs t  11�1 wa s 

conne c t e d  a s  a d iv i n e  poi>re r wi th Y a hwe h . He s e e s  t h i s  

e v i d e n t  in h i s  s hunn ing Egypt a s  an a l l y  o f  Juda h 

be c aus e t h e y are men and t h e ir hors e s  are f l e s h , not 

gods o r  s pi r i t . 1 0 6 Thi s PA S Sa g e  i m pl i e s  tha t G o d  is  

s pi r i t . In the chapter on t h e  curs i ng o f  t h e  e a rt h  the 

S p i r i t  of Yahwe h ga t h e rs the animals  toge t h e r  ( J4 : 1 6 ) .  
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In 4� : 1 6  the s e rvan t  acknowledge s tha t h e  ha s b e e n  s ent 

b y  Yahwe h ' s  S p i r i t  and b y  Ya hwe h h ims e l f . The Hol y  

S p i r i t  o f  Yahwe b b e s t  e x pre s s e s  h i s  involvem e n t  in h i s ­

t or y  i n  c h a pt e r  6 3 wh P re I s a i a h  d i s cus s e d  t h e  rPbe l l ion 

o f  t h e  Hebrews dur ing the wand e r i ng i n  the w i ld e rne s s . 

The y  g r i e ve d  the Ho ly Spir i t  be cause t h e y  would n o t  

t a k e  t h e  land ( 6 3 : 1 0 ) .  Throughout t h e  e x o dus a n d  t h e  

wan d e r i ng s , the Hol y  S p i r i t w a s  i n  t h e i r  m id s t  ( 6 3 : 1 1 ) .  

F i na ll y , when t h e y  entered t he l a nd , t h e  Ho l y  S p i r i t  

gave t h e m  re s t  ( 6 3 : 1 4 ) .  

The Ho ly S pi r i t  o r  the S p i r i t  o f  Yahwe h i s  t h e  act ive 

cre a t ive agent of Yahwe h w i th in h i s to ry . He i s  n o t  only 

a c t i ng i n  h i s tory but h e  is a l s o  pre s e n t  w i t h  Y a hwe h ' s  

pe o pl e . Both t h e  word and t h e  s pi r i t  anthro pomorph i z e  

Yahwe h ' s  a c t i v i t y , pre s e nc e  and re l a t i o ns h i p  w i t h  men . 

Howeve r ,  s in c e  t h e y can o pe ra t e  a part from a b od y , they 

b e came regard e d  as i nd ivid ual rea l i t i e s  of t h e i r  own . 1 0 7 

The r e fore , t he ir u s e  by the s e rvant , in  t h e  f o rm o f  

Je sus , and h i s  d i s c i pl e s  t o  e x pl a i n  t h e  real i t y  o f  the 

trin i t y  i s  und ers tandabl e a s  an e x t e n s i on of a use of 

the s e  c o n c e pts begun in the Old �e s tament . 1 0 8 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE CONFLI CTS OF CREATION 

In t h e  cre at i on s to r i e s  o f  the anc i en t  Nea r  EP s t  

c o nf l i c t  was a cen tral e l e m en t . A god ga ined s u prema c y  

by b e ing v i c t or i ous i n  a var i e ty o f  conf l i c t s . The two 

gre a t e s t  confl i c t s  we re w i th the great s e a  dragon , Yamm , 

and t h e  s te r i l i ty or death god , Mot . Both o f  t he s e  c o n -

c e pt s  a ppea r  i n  t h e  G e ne s i s  c re a t i on s tory i n  an al lu­

s i onary manne r :  for exampl e , 0 i il .B , " th e  gre a t  d e e p , "  

appe ars i n  G e n e s i s  1 : 2 ,  0 ,  , " s e a , "  i s  t h e  name God ,. 
c a l l s  t h e  wa t e rs , o � 'lJB , " th e  great s e a  mons t e rs , "  

we re c re a t e d  b y  God on t h e  f i f th day , and n , D ,  " de a t h , "  

i s  the re sult o f  d i s ob e d i e n c e  pronounced upon m a n  in 

Gene s i s 2 : 1 7 .  Eac h  o f  the s e  word s is an i n t e gral pe rt 

of the Near Ea s te rn m y t h o l og y  of creat i on . 

In order f o r  a g o d  t o  ga i n  powe r ove r the o ther g o d s , 

h e  had t o  ful f i l l one o f  thre e me thod s :  1 ) a y oung g o d  

c ould challenge a n  o l d  o c cu pant o f  the d iv i n e  t hrone and 

ove rcome h im , 2 ) a young g od c ould f ight aga ins t a rnon-

s t e r , u s ua l l y  t h e  s e a  m on s t e r , whom none of  t h e  g ods 

c ould ma s te r , or 3 ) t h e  de thron e d  d e i t y  would n o t  acce pt 

d e fe a t  and would e n l i s t  h e l p  to ove rthrow the a s pi ran t 

t o  l e a d e rs h i p . 1 

91 



9 2  

Throughout t h e  v i s i on o f  I s a ia h , I s a i ah pre s en t e d  

a rgume nt s t h a t  paral l e l l e d  a l l  t hre e m e thods , e x c e pt 

the e lements o f  be ing a young o r  a d e f e at e d  god , t o  s how 

that Yahwe h wa s ind e e d  Lord o f  h i s t o r y  and the onl y God . 

In th i s  c ha pte r  the c o nf l i c t s  tha t s ha l l  b e  c ons i de r e d  

w i l l  f o l l ow t h e  ord e r  in wh i ch the confl i c t s  have b e en 

pre s en t e d  b y  Kapelrud . F i rs t , Yahwe h c halleng e s  the 

o th e r  gods t o  a due l of cre a t i on . Th i s  shal l b e  con-

s i d e re d  und e r  the i s sue o f  l i ke ne s s - - " to whom s ha l l  you 

l i ke n  m e ? " S e cond ly ,  the c onf l i c t s  w i t h  Yam and other 

s im i la r  b e a s t s  and with Mo t s h a l l  be  ana l yz e d  c oncerning 

t h e  manner in wh i ch I s a i a h  ut i l i z e d  them in d e s c r ib ing 

Yahwe h ' s  powe r .  Final l y , the s e arch f o r  he l p  b y  Yahweh 

to g a in v i c tory ove r e v i l  w i l l  b e  c ons i d e re d  a s  the 

m o t iva t i on b e h ind the c onf l i c t  b e twe e n  l ight and darkne s s . 

Likene s s : Powe r by Cha l l e nge 

In ord e r  to und e rs tand how I s a i a h  appl i e d  ·il D:f , .,. .,. 
" t o  l i ken , "  o r  Jl� D-::J, " l i ke n e s s , "  i t s  u s e  a s  a ppl i e d  

t o  man in t h e  O l d  Te s tam e n t  mus t  f i r s t  be  und e r s t o o d . 

In G e ne s i s  man wa s re po r t e d  t o  b e  cre a t e d  in the i mage 

and " l i kene s s "  of God ( Ge . 1 : 2 6 ; 5 : 1 ) . Als o  S e th was 

b o rn i n  Adam ' s  " l ikene s s 11 ( Ge . 5 : J ) .  The s e  are ·the 

only t im e s  tha t the s e  two t e rm s  are us e d  in para l l e l  

f a s h i on . A c c ord ing t o  Maxwe l l  M i l le r : 

What the pr i e s t l y  wr i t e r  wa s a t te m pt ing to 
do in the " image of God "  pa s s a ge s , th e r e fore , 
a c c o rd ing t o  Ba rr , wa s t o  c a l l  a t t en t i on to 



t h e  God /m�n s im i lari t y  w i thout s pe c i fy ing 
the na ture of th i s  s im i la�i t y  any more than 
was abs o lu t e l y  n e c e s sary . 
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Howeve r ,  the s im i lari t y  was n o t  the k i n d  o f  s i m i -

lari t y  a t t r i bute d b y  t h e  Baby lon i an mytholog y  i n  wh i ch 

man was f o rm e d  f rom d iv i n e  b l o o d . The word f o r  " b l o od " 

i s  o :r ' ve r y  s im i l a r  t o  Jl �D7, " l ikene s s . II l '"li l l e r  .,.. 
b e l i eve s that t h i s  s im i la r i t y  b e twe e n  t h e  two word s 

would h a ve imme d i a te ly c a l l e d  t o  the m ind s 
o f  t h e  f i rs t  readers o f  t he pri e s t l y  a c c oun t , 
t h e re f ore , t h e  Me s o po tam i an v i ew that the 
g o d s had cr� a t e d  me n from d iv ine blood , 3 

The re fore , t h e  Gene s i s author was l i m i t i ng the 

i n t erpre tat i on of Jl� D� to pre ven t  such an i n t e r pre ta t i on • .  

Cons e q uent l y ' " imRge II ( o 7Y ) 4 i s  us e d  t o  d e f ine and "" !  ·: 
d e l im i t  n� DJ , " l i kene s s . "  The y  b o t h  s pe c i f y  t h e  man ' s  

s im i la r i ty w i th G o d , t h a t  i s , h i s  c or pore al l ikene s s  

w i thout any re f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  b l o o d  tha t f l ows from God ' s  

ve ins . 5 Ano th e r  v i ew i s  that  Jl1 b "J e n han c e s  the mean-

ing o f  0 '?Y s o  t h a t  f o r  man t o  b e  cre a t e d  i n  the image ....... '.' 

and l i kene s s  o f  Goo m e a ns tha t he  i s  " the v i s ib l e , cor-

poreal re pre s e nt a t ive of  the  i nv i s ibl e , bod i l e s s  G od , " 6 

Phyll i s  Tr ib l e  pre s e nt s  an i n t e re s t ing a rgume n t  t h a t  the 

" image o f  God " is  plac e d  in a pa ra l l e l  s truc ture w i t h  

" ma l e  a.nd f e m al e " in Gene s i s  1 : 2 7 . Th i s  para l l e l  s truc -

ture , c on s e q ue n t l y , e q ua t e s  t h e  two c o n c e pt s  wh i c h  i llu­

m in a t e  the m e an i ng of b o th phra s e s . ? 

I s a i a h  t o o k  t h i s  c on c e pt wh i ch was orig ina l l y  

a ppl i e d  t o  m a n  t o  s how h i s  re l a t i ons h i p  t o  G o d  and 



rev e rs e d  i t  s o  t h a t  i t  now a ppl i e s  t o  God reve a l ing 

m a n ' s  pre s e nt re la t i ons h i p  t o  Goo . 

The verb TI 'O-=T i n  t h e  Qa l s te r.  m e ans " to b e  l i ke T T . 

or r e s e mb l e . "  Th i s  s te m  i s  u s e d  m o s tly in r e f e re n c e  t o  

ma n .  han o r  na ture i s  l ike s om e th ing e l s e , m a n  o r  na-

ture r e s e rrb l e s  s o m e t h ing e l s e . The Fi e l , or re f l e x ive , 

s te m  m e a n s  " t o  c ompa r e " and i s  u s e d  b y  Isa i a h  a s  a s trong 

a rgume n t  f o r  Yahwe h ' s  d e i t y . In I s a i a h  1 4 : 1 4  man , a s  

re pre s e n t e d  by t h e  k i ng o f  Habyl on , wrong ly u s e d  h i s  

" l i ke ne s s " w i th G o d  whe>n h e  s a i d , " I  wi l l  make m ys e l f  

l i k e  the M o s t  H ig h . "  He re h e  wa s n o t  try ing t o  ful f i ll 

h i s  l i k e n e s s  to God , bu t h e  wa s try ing to usurp G o d ' s  

pow e r  b y  b e com ing e a ua l  w i th G o d . 

'rh i s  u s e  o f  i7D·:r po i n t s  t o  t h e  crux o f  th e i s sue : .... -r 
" To whom then w i l l  you l iken God ? "  Isa iah asked t h i s  

a ue s t i on t h r e e  t im e s  ( 40 : 1 8 , 2 5 ;  4 6 : 5 ) .  I n  e a c h  pa s s age 

Ya hwe h pre s e nt s  a po s s i b l e  " l i ke ne s s "  t h a t man has pre -

s e n t e d  b y  h i s  d e e d s . Ma n f a s h i ons i d o l s  and ove rlays 

t h e m  w i t h  g o l d  o r  s i lv e r  o r  f as h i ons woad into a n  i d o l  

( 40 : 1 9 - 2 0 ; 4 6 : 6- 7 ) , o r  h e  l o o ks t o  t h e  s tars f o r  t h e  

d i re c t i on t o  h i s  l i f e  ( 4 0 : 2 6 ) . Althoug h  I s a i a h  d i d n o t  

spe c i f i c a l l y  s a y  tha t m a n  wors h i ppe d t h e  s tars , the f a c t  

t h a t t h e  o th e r  two pa s s a g e s  f o l l ow t h e  q ue s t i on w i th a 

s ta t e m e> n t  c o n c e rn ing wha t ma n wors h i ppe d would ind icate 

t ha t  t h i s  pa s s a g e  would f o l l ow t h e  s ame pa t t e rn .  

In o rd e r  t o  g a i n  t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  h i s  pe o pl e  and 

the w h o l e  world , Yahwe h c h a l l e ng e s  the god s to a due l o f  



9 5  

cre a t i on .  Throug h out cha pte rs 4 0 -48 Yahwe h c ontend s 

w i t h  h i s  enem i e s . In 41 : 2 J  Yahwe h cha l l e ng e s  the g o d s : 

De clare the t h i ng s  tha t a re g o ing t o  come 
a f terwa rd , 

Tha t we may know that you a re g o d s ; 
Ind e ed , d o  g o o d  o r  e v i l ,  that we may a nx i ous l y  

l o o k  about us and f e a r  tog e t he r .  

He conclud e s : 

Be h o l d , you a re o f  n o  ac c oun t , 
And your work amoun t s  to  no th ing ; 
He who cho o s e s  you i s  a n  a b om ina t i on ( 41 : 24 ) .  

On the o th e r  hand , Yahwe h imme d i a te l y  pro c l a i ms 

tha t h e  h a s  arou s e d  one from t h e  north t o  c ome aga inst 

the na t i on s . La t e r  h e  i d e n t i f i e s  th i s  pe rson as Cyrus . 

He would c ome a n d  d e l iver Z i on s o  that Yahwe h ' s  pe ople 

could re turn to Z i on . Y ahwe h c l a i ms tha t he de c la re d  

the s e  t h i ng s  l ong a g o  s o  tha t h i s  pe o pl e  could n o t  claim 

tha t t h e i r  idol  h a d  d o n e  them . The t h ings Yahweh creat e s  

a re n e w  t h i ng s  c re a t e d  now , n o t  h e a rd o f  b e f ore today , 

s o  t h a t  h i s  pe o ple cann o t  s a y t h a t  t h e y  knew t hem 

al r e ad y ( 48 : J- 8 ) . 

The thrus t o f  th i s  c h a l l e ng e  i s  reveale d i n  4 J : 1 0 -1 J :  

" You a r e  !';y w i tne s s e s , "  d e c la r e s  Y a hwe h , 
"And My s e rvant whom I have c h o s en , 
In o r d e r  tha t you may know a n d  b e l i eve Me , 
And und e rs tand tha t I a m  He . 
B e f ore Me there wa s n o  G o d  f orme d , 
And t h e r e  w i l l  b e  none a f t e r  fije . · 

I ,  even I ,  a m  Y a hwe h ; 
And t h e re i s  no s av i or b e s i d e s  Me . 
I t  i s  I who have d e c l are d a nd s aved and pro -

c l a i m e d , 
And there wa s no s tra nge go d  a mong you ; 
S o  you a re Ny w i tne s s e s , "  d e c l a r e d  Yahwe h , 
" An d  I a m  God . 
Even from e t e rn i t y I a m  He ; 
And there i s  n one who c a n  d e l iver out o f  My hand ; 
I a c t  a nd who can reve r s e  i t ? "  
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God ' s  o ue s t i on - - " To whom then w i ll you l i ke n  � e ? " - -

i s  i n t e n d e d  to  c h i d e  h i s  pe o pl e  w h o  have a t t e m pt e d  t o  

r e d u c e  h i m  t o  the i r  l i kene s s . Man h a d  a t te m pt e d  to  

reve r s e  the cre a t i ve pro c e s s  b y  m a k ing God i n  the i r  

l i ke n e s s , 8 s o  Ya hwe h c ha l le nge s t h e i r  g o d s  actua l l y  t o  

a c t  l i ke G o d  and cre a t e  a n d  s a ve . Th i s  ab i l i t y  t o  s ave 

i s  s om e th ing n o  o n e  e l s e  ca n d o . There f ore , 

the po i n t  o f  the s e  vers e s  in  I s a i a h  i s  n o t  
t h a t  G o d  s a ys n o  o n e  i s  c o m pa ra b l e  to  h im i n  
a ppe a ra nc e  o r  b e i ng , b u t  tha t n o  o n e  i s  §orr­
pa rab l e  to  h i � i n  Th i n i s try and funct i o n . 

In th i s  ana l ys i s  o f  '' l i ke n e s s "  Yahwe h ha s s hown tha t 

h e  i s  the o n l y  G o d  who c a n  pre d i c t  wha t  eve n � s  w i l l  ha p-

pen .  The re f ore , h e  a l o n e  i s  Lord o f  h i s tory . 

In th i s  cha l l e nge Yahw e h  i s  t h e  e te rna l God and n o t  

a young g o d  c h a l l e ng ing a n  o l d e r  g od , but he d i d  a t t e m pt 

to  ga in re c ogn i t i o n  a s  the s u pr e m e  God by a due l o f  cre a -

t i on .  In th i s  cha l le ng e  h e  ful f i l l e d  the f i rs t m e thod 

of g a i n i ng d iv in e  pow e r  by d e m o n s t ra t i ng that he c ould 

create  s ome t h i ng n e w . 

Cha o s : �owe r throu�h Con f l i c t  

Th e  s e c on d  m e t h o d  o f  ga i n i n g  power among t h e  god s 

wa s t o  b e  v i c to r i o u s  ove r the gre a t  s e rpe nt o f  the wa -

t e rs , Yam , Lo tan o r  Te hom o r  the  g o d  o f  d e a th , M o t . In 

M e s o po tamia the g r e a t  d e e p  wa s c a l l e d  T i a ma t .  She wa s 

one o f  the  g o d s and wa s k i l l e d  by Mard 11k who s pl i t  her 

in two in o rd e r  to  cre a te the h e a ve n  and the e a r t h . 

In Can a a n  the  �re a t  s e a  wa s c a l l e d  lam . Ka pe lrud 
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d e s cr ibe s t h e  c on f l i c t  i n  t h e  f o l l ow i ng manne r : 

Pri n c e  S e a  s e n t  h i s  e m i s sa r i e s  t o  the 
a s s e mb l y  of the gods and d emand e d  s u preme 
Powe r .  The g o d s bowed l ow b e f ore the� and 
were pre pare d to surre nd e r .  But Baa l pro ­
t e s te d  and told t h e  g o d s  to  l i f t  up the i r  
heads . I t  appe ars tha t  Pr ince S e a  h a d  re ­
c e ived s o�e s u ppo r t  from the suprewe g o d , El . 
The former had a s k e d  tha t Baal s h ould be 
handed ove r  to h im ; and E l  was pre pa r e d  to  
agre e  t o  t h i s  ( 1 J7 : 36 f f . ) .  The re sul t was 
tha t Baal went to f ig h t  aga i n s t  h i s  c ha l ­
lenge r .  Jus t  a s  Marduk re c e ived h e l p  from 
the o th e r  g od s , and powe rful mag i c  w e a pons , 
s uppo r t  was a l s o  g iven t o  Baal . Kat i r-wa­
Ha.s i s , the d iv ine s m i th and �as t e r  bu i ld e r , 
fash i on e d  a club f o r  h im . I t  was n o t  s uf f i ­
c i en t l y  powe rful , howeve r ; and Pr i n c e  Sea 
w t t h s tood t h e  b low . Has t i l y  Ka t i r-wa -Ha s i s  
had to  fa s h i o n  a n o t h e r  club , ove r wh i c h  he 
re c i t e d  s t i l l  more po tent s pe l l s . Th i s  one 
prove d to  be adeaua t e . A f t e r  one powe r ful 
blow b e twe e n  the e r0s ,  Pr i n c e  S e a  c o l la ps e d  
and w a s  d e s troye d . 

Th i s  conf l i c t w i t h  Yam wa s n o t  t h e  only c on f l i c t  

that Ba e l  had . H e  wa s c onfront e d  b y  Mo t , t h e  g o d  o f  

d e a t h , b e caus e h e  h a d  d e f e a t e d  Lotan , t he tw i s t i ng ser-

pen t , who " r e pre s e n t e d  the powe r s  o f  c ha o s  and t h e  

unde rworld . "1 1  Mot inv i te s  Baal t o  d in e  w i th h im in 

t h e  und e rworl d . Baal was powe r l e s s  to re s i s t  the inv i -

t a t i on . The m y t h  s a y s  that " the und e rworld ha d alread y 

o pe n e d  i ts mouth t o  s wal l ow h i m "  ( 6 ? : I I : 2 f f . ) . 1 2  Baal 

had t o  take ever y t h i ng w i th h i m - -h i s daug h t e rs , the 

c loud s , the w ind , the s to rm and the ra in . 1 3 Cons e quen t l y , 

droug h t  and fam in e  curs e d  t h e  e a rt h . W h i le he  was held 

b y  .l"!o t , t he gods  and t h e  pe o pl e  m ourn e d  h i s  d e a t h , " De a d  

i s  Al i yan Baal ; per i s h e d  i s  t h e  princ e , l o rd o f  the 

e arth " ( 49 : 1 : 1 3-1 5 ) . 1 4  Ana t  b e s ough t  Mot t o  re lease  Ba a l , 



but wa s re fus e d . The re fore , s h e  k i l l e d  h i m . 

She  s e i z e s  the god Mo t 
w i th a sword s h e  c l e aves h i m , 
w i t h  a s i eve s he s ca t ters h i m , 
w i th a f ire s h e  burns h im , 
w i th a m i l l s tone s he gr inds h i m , 
i n  the f ie l d  s h e  s ows h i m , 
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s o  t h a t  the b i rd s  m � y  e A t h i s  rema ins . 1 5  ( 4 9 : I I : )O f f . ) 

Kape l ru d  c o n c lud e s  the a c c ount o f  Baa l ' s  c o n f l i c t  w i th 

Mo t b y  s a y ing the t i t  wa s short but f i e r c e  e nd b e c a u s e  

Anat ha d k i l l e d  !V;o t  in a d vance Baa l  WR S R b l e  to re turn 

to h i s  forme r po s i t i on a s  k ing on Sa pa n , the mounta i n  

o f  the god s o f  t h e  north . 1 6 

The s e  a c c ounts o f  the c onf l i c t b e twe en the g o d s  and 

the c ha o t i c  forc e s  re pre s e n t e d  by the s e a  or d e a t h  are 

o f t e n  a s s um e d  to be  a t y pe o f  cre a t i on s t ory . Denn i s  

M c Ca r t h y  c e l l s  i t  a Cha o s ka m uf . He re c ogn i z e d  thre e 

ba s i c  t h e m e s  i n  t h i s  s tory : 1 )  the f ight aga i n s t  the 

c ha o t i c  f orce s  re pre s ented by o r  pe rs on i f i e d  a s  t h e  rnon-

s te r  o f  the wat e rs ; 2 )  the conq ue s t  of t h i s  mon s t e r  and 

the a c c lama t i on o f  the c on q ue ring g od a s  k ing ; and 

J )  t h e  bu i l d i ng of  a tem pl e  for the d iv ine k ing . 1 7 

M c Carthy o b s e rve s thA t , m o re t han the cre a t i on 

s to r i e s  thems e lve s , the He brew poe try u s e d  the c re at i on 

s trug g l e  i me g e ry . 1 8 The mann e r  in wh i ch the Hebrews 

u s e d  t h e  Cha o s ka mpf WR S l i te rary ra ther t han ph i l o s o ph i ca l  

o r  t h e o l og i ca l  perR s i t i s m . Mc Carthy c omments c o n cern-

ing t h i s : 

Early i n  i t s  h i s tory I s ra e l  i s  s o  fre e 
from s e e ing any real i ty in t he Cha o s ka m Df 
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theme tha t it  ha s b e come a mere s ource for 
f i gure s of  s pe e ch . I t s  language can b e  us e d  
now one  wa y , n ow a n o t h e r  a s  s e e � s  u s e ful i n  
a g i ve n  l i te rary s i tua t i on , s om e th i ng ha rd ly 
pos s ible  i f  it  w e re f e l t  t o  be a d e s c r i pt i on 
o f  real i ty ,  f or then the  u s e  o f  the l anguage 
would have 1 t o  b e  contro l l e d  b y  t h e  re a l i ty 
beh i n d  i t . 9 

The mann e r  o f  t h i s  ana lys i s  o f  I s a iah ' s  u s e  o f  the 

Cha o s kampf w i l l  f o l l ow the  bas i c  theme s o f  t he s tory . 

F i rs t ,  the  v i c t ory o f  Yahwe h ove r the vari ous m on s ters , 

includ i ng Mo t ,  w i l l  be d i s cu s s e d  al ong w i th t h e i r  inter-

pre t a t i on . S e c ond ly , t h e  m e t h o d  o f  d e f e a t  w i l l  be c on -

s id e re d  i n  a n  ana ly s i s  o f  the v e rb s  us e d . Th i rd ly ,  a 

pe rus al o f  I s a iah ' s  u s e  o f  t h e  t e m ple w i l l  b e  made . 

In t h e  conf l i c t  b e twe e n  Ba a l  and the  gre a t  s e a , 

the  g re a t  s e a  wa s i d e nt i f i e d  a s  Yam . In Babylon the 

gre a t  d e e p  wa s cal l e d  T iama t .  A l s o , Mot was a m on s t e r  

ove r wh i ch God mus t a s s e rt h i s  m a s t e ry . 

Howeve r ,  the  name s u s e d  i n  I s a i a h  are s o m e whet 

d i ff e re n t . The d e s cr i pt i on s  of th e s e  d ragons a nd the 

language us e d  w i t h  them reveal them t o  be the s a� e  mon-

s ters  of anc i en t  Ne a r  Ea s t e rn mythol og y . In f a c t , Ka pe l-

rud c la im s  that t h e re is  s u pport f or b e l i ev ing tha t YaF 

i s  i d e n t i ca l  w i th Lo tan and Tan n i n  b e caus e h e  was a mem-

ber of  the  Ugar i t i c pa n th e on and  h e  was  t o  r e c e ive 

s acri f i c ia l  o f f e r ings . 2 0  O t h e r  nam e s  for the s e  m on s t e rs 

u s e d  i n  the  Old T e s ta m e n t  a r e  Lev i athan , Te hom , Raheb 

Lev iath a n  i s  the Old Te s tament name for Lo tan . 
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Lo tan was the s e rpent th a t  Mot  had accus e d  Baa l  of 

k i l l i ng . 2 1  H e  wa s c a l l e d  " the tw i s t i ng s e rpen t "  ( 6 7 : I :  

l ff . ) .  I s a i a h  u s e d  the image o f  Lev i a than i n  2 7 : 1 . He 

wa s t o  be pun i s h e d  and k i l le d  w i th God ' s  m i ghty sword . 

I t  i s  i n t e re s t ing to note  that i t  i s  s e t  in the context 

o f  Yahwe h ' s  d e fe a t  o f  d e a th because twi c e  i n  the pre -

c e d ing two cha pters he a s s e rts h i s  supre macy ove r d e a th 

a f t e r  he ha d l o o s e d  d e a th upon the earth i n  chapter 2 4 . 

In cha pter 2 4  everyth ing i s  l a i d  wa s t e ; but , i n  2 5 : 8  

Yahw e h  "w i l l  swa l l ow u p  d e a th for a l l  t ime , "  a n d  i n  26 : 1 9  

I s a i a h pro phe s i e d , " Your dead w i ll l ive . " In the s e  

pas s age s i s  B.n a ppa rent u s e  b y  Isa i a h  o f  the pattern o f  

Baal ' s  confl i c t  w i th Mo t .  

Lev i  A tha.n i s  cal l e d  a s e rpent ( WnJ ) . The s e rpent -r ... 
was the c re a ture tha t t e m pt e d  Adam and Eve t o  s in .  

I s a. i a h  i d en t i f i e d  h i m  a s  a " f l e e i ng "  ( nl:!JJ s e r pent and - . ... 
a s  "crooke d " q i n tf?� ) . M i tche l l  Dah o o d , s . J . , b e l i eve s 

that nl.J. ha S a b e t t e r  trans la t i On than " fl e e i ng . II 
- o T 

Among the t a bl e t s  from Ebla a re 1 1 4  tab l e t s  wh i c h  

e q uA t e  the Sum e r i an khu l , " ev i l , "  w i th Eb lai te b a - r i -um . 

He remark s : 

Th i s  new e q u i va. l e n c e  cA l l s  for re v i s ing the 
t ra ns lat i on of naha s h  bar i ah , c oromon l y  ren­
d e re d  " f l e e i ng s eipe n t "  in !sa i a h  2 7 : 1  and 
Job 2 6 : 1 J ,  to " the e v i l  s e r pe n t , "  a more 
f i t t i ng d e s c r i pt i on of Lev i a tha n the s e a  
drAgon . 2 2  

A s  s h own a l r ea d y , t h e  context o f  I s a i ah would a l s o  sup­

port t h i s  rend e r ing o f  nl !]_ be caus e of the cur s e  a n d  the 
. - • 'T 
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conf l i c t w i th d e e th . 

Y ahwe h ' s  v i c tory over Levi athan i s  a pre lud e t o  

h i s  purpo s e  o f  fre e ing e remnant o f  h i s  pe o pl e  from 

ex i le , a na t i o n a l  d e a th , and b r i ng i ng the m  back t o  

Jerus alem t o  wors h i p  h im • 
. 

w n J  i s  found a l s o  i n  6 5 : 2 5 in the context o f  � T 
cre a t i on , the cre a t i on o f  the new h e a vens and the new 

e arth . Yahwe h d e c l a re s  tha t " du s t  s ha ll b e  the s e r -

pen t ' s  f o o d . "  He re , Yahwe h a l lud e s  t o  the curs e h e  

pla ce d  u pon t h e  s e r pe n t  for t e m pt i ng Eve t o  s in .  In 

the new world the s e rpen t  w i l l  s t i l l  und e rgo the same 

curse w i th the ex c e pt i on t h a t  he  w i ll no l onger be 

abl e  t o  h arm tho s e  who d we l l  in Je rus a lem . 

Tan n in ( r � -8 )  the dragon wa s a no ther n�'H!1e us e d  

f o r  the gre a t  s e a  mons te r .  Th i s  t e rm wa s us e d  twi ce b y  

I s a i ah pa ra l l e l  t o  o t h e r  name s .  I t  i s  very c l o s e l y  

a s s o c i a t e d  wi th Oi il� . " th e  gre a t  d e e p .  II a1 TI�  i s  

be l i e ve d  t o  b e  a He brew rend e r ing o f  T i a me t ,  the Me s o po -

tam i a n  g o dd e s s  o f  the gre e t  d e e p .  I t  a l s o  i s  m e n t i on e d  

twi c e  ( 51 : 1 0 ;  6 J : 1 J ) . In 2 7 : 1  I s a i a h  pro phe s i e d  that Y a h -

we h would k i l l  t h e  d ragon t ha t  l ive s in t h e  s e a  i n  re f e r-

e n c e  t o  h i s  d e l iveranc e  from e x i l e . In 6 3 : 1 3  the S pi r i t  

o f  Yahwe h i s  pre s en t e d  a s  l e a d ing t h e  Hebrews t hrough 

O i il .f:l in the exodus . A l s o , in 5 1 : 9-1 0 Y a hweh i s  the one 

who p i e r c e d  the dn=�gon ( ·J , � 13 ) i n  the exodus . 

In 2 7 : 1  the d ragon i s  c a l l e d  Lev i a than , in 51 : 9  the 

dra gon i s  cal l e d  HR hab . In 5 1 : 9 -1 1 l .,  � .IJ , 0 i il� and J TI"J 
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are all f ound t og e ther in the c on t e x t  of the e x o d us . 

In one o ther plA c e  J.. il l  i s  u s e d  b y  Yahl'reh . In h i s  o ra -
- -

c l e  aga i ns t Egy pt Yahwe h renam e d  Egypt " RRhab who has 

b e e n  ext e rm i na te d "  ( JO : ? ) .  "' The manner i n  wh i ch :J..l] J  i s  

us e d  reve A l s  tha t i t  i s  a s ymb ol i ca l  name for Egypt end 

that Yahweh is d e c l a r i ng t hrough th i s  al lus i o n  that he 

ha s exerted author i ty over Egypt vi c to r i ous l y . 

I s a i a h  ha s c l early d i vo rc e d  the s e  i mages  f rom the i r  

o r ig inal s ourc e s . Con c e rn ing t h i s  John Oswa l t  wr i te s : 

The author d oe s  no t use  the myth in i t s orig­
ina l s e tt ing o f  primord ial cre a t i on . Such a 
u s e  would be po i n t l e s s  s ince  Yahwe h ha s cre ­
a t e d  on ce f o r  a l l  i n  t ime and s pB ce . Ra ther , 
the author s e ems to say , " Mythv B kers , i f  you 
wan t  t o  s e e  whe re d i s o rd e r  and ev i l  w e re 
re a l l y  c on q ue re d , you are go ing t o  have to 
look w i t h i n  t ime to the re d em pt i on o f  His 
pe o pl e . "  He t hus d emons trate s tha t e v i l  and 
d i s ord e r  are n o t  inhe rent in the co sm i c  
s tuf f , t h e y  are rA ther a re��l t  o f  wrong 
cho i c e s  by God ' s  cre ature s .  

Yahwe h d id n o t  n e e d  t o  f ight and ove rcome the drago n  

o f  cha o s , b y  whA tever name , b e cause t h e  Hebrew the ology 

as e x pre s s e d  i n  Gene s i s one cla i ms thA t he had created 

the d rAgon of cha o s  h ims e l f . Cons e quen tl y ,  the d ragon 

of c ha o s  could n o t  have pre c e d e d  the roya l d ivin i t i e s . 2 4  

Ins t e a d , as W .  F .  Alb r ight s a i d , the theme o f  t he orig-

inal cosm i c  confl i c t  of God w i t h  the powers of chaos wa s 

a ppl i e d  t o  " e x pe r i e n c e  in h i s t ory in s i tuat i ons wh i ch 

d i d  n o t  re cur , but introdu c e d  God in confron t a t i on wi th 

H i s  pe o pl e  in an ever-fre s h  s i tua t 1 on . " 2 5  

I n  Isa iah 51 : 9 -1 0 w h e re the  na� e s  o f  the d ragon are 
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u s e d  s o  e x t e n s i v el y , the mot i f  o f  the c onf l i c t  w i t h  the 

d ragon is c l e a r l y  sub o rd inate to Yahwe h ' s  a c t iv i t y  i n  

h i s t o ry whe re b y  v i r tue o f  the d e l iverance o f  the  He -

brews f row b o nd age i n  Egypt he won the v i c t ory and 

c l a im e d  t h e m  a s  h i s  pe o ple . 2 6 The re fore , the " a l lus ion 

to the  myth i s  c oupl e d  w i t h  h i s to r i c a l  c ircum s ta n c e . " 2 7  

The f ina l confl i c t  i s  the conf l i c t  w i th Mo t ,  d e ath . 

In t h i s  c o nf l i c t  the und e rworld o r  d e a th h a d  o pe n e d  i t s  

mouth t o  swal l ow Ba a l .  A s  alre a dy n o t e d , Yahwe h over­

c om e s  d e a th i n  2 5 : 8  and 26 : 1 9 .  In the  day tha t �ahwe h 

c e l ebra te s  h i s  lords h i p  ove r a l l  pe o pl e s  h e  w i ll swallow 

up d ea t h . He w i ll n o t  a ll ow d e a th t o  b e  v i c to r i ou s  

ove r  h i s  pe o p l e . Ins t e ad , he  w i ll d e s troy d e a t h . N o t  

o n l y  w i l l  d e a t h  b e  swa l l owed u p ,  b u t  t h o s e  w h o  a re dead 

w i l l  l ive . �he i r  bod i e s  w i l l  c ome ba ck t o  l i fe . In 

t h i s  confl i c t  man ha s b e e n  swa l l owe d by d e a t h , but Ya h ­

we h d e s troys d e a t h  a n d  m a n  re turns t o  l i f e , body and 

s p i r i t .  Cons e q uentl y ,  the re i s  a paral l e l  b e h1e e n  the 

a c t i ons of Ana t and the a c t i ons o f  Yahwe h .  

The mann e r  in wh i ch d e a t h a f f e c t e d  the  s e rvan t  of 

Yahw e h  is n o teworthy . .In 5 J : 8  and 1 2  the d e at h  o f  the 

s e rvant i s  ment i on e d . He w i l l  b e  " cu t  o f f "  from l i fe . 

He w i l l  pour out h i s  s oul un t o  d eath . In verse - 1 0  

I s a iah wro t e  t h a t  Ya hwe h  would pro l ong h i s  s e rvant ' s  

days sugge s t i ng that the  s e rva nt ' s  l i f e  would no t  end 

a t  h i s  d e a th .  Mac Ra e  b e l i eve s tha t t h i s  phra s e  contains  

a s trong h in t  o f  phys i cal re surre c t i on . 2 8  
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The c on f l i c t  wi t h  the c o s m i c  d ragons , re fl e c t e d  in 

t h e  imagery o f  I s a i a h , d oe s  not mean that there wa s a n  

o r i g i na l  Hebrew myth o f  the Che o s kampf . In s te a d , the 

i mage ry is  d e s igne d t o  say t h re e th ings : 1 )  YA hwe h  i s  

t h e  s overe i gn God and the only G o d ; 2 9  2 )  Yahwe h i s  s ov-

e re i gn but n o t  as  a result  o f  a " d o  o r  d i e "  c o s m i c  bat­

t l e , 30 ra ther he is  s overe ign be c au s e  h e  created a l l 

th i ng s : and 3 ) '"the d e ath o f  Mo t '  i s  a wa y o f  s ay ing 

' order out o f  chaos • . n 31 

The me tho d o l ogy u s e d  b y  Yahwe h i n  the s e  c onf l i cts  

a s  i n  c re a t i o n  s pe a ks of the ord e r i ng o f  the un ivers e . 

M c Ca rthy c la ims  tha t i n  t h e  pr imeva l h i s tory a t t r ibut e d  

t o  the Ya hw i s t  a u t h o r  " t h e re i s  n o  r e a l  c o nc e rn f o r  the 

o r i g i n  of the world ; "  but , i n s t e a d , " the i n t e re s t  i s  

d i re c t e d  towa rd i t s  g o o d  o rd e r i ng . " 32 

Several verbs and phra s e s  are a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  the 

c o nf l i c t  of the wa ters or the orde r i ng of the univers e . 

Thre e o f  the s e  verb s  a re '? '? n ' " t o  p i e rc e  I "  l i s:! ' " t o  - ..,. - '1" 
break , "  a n d  �J-:r , T T " to sma s h . "  T T"  i s  a n  ad J e c t ive 

t ha t  m e ans " s la in ,  f a t a l l y  wounded . "  It i s  a d e r iva t ive 

o f  ? ?n wh i c h  me ans  " to p i e r c e , to wound . " 3 3  In 51 : 9  i t  - 'T 
i s  u s e d  i n  the c o n f l i c t  i n  wh i c h  YA hwe h d e f e a t e d  Rahab 

( Eg y pt ) . Rah ab w a s  pi e r ce d and k i l l e d . Two other Isa i ­

a n i c  pas s A g e s  wh i ch i l lum i na te '? 7n are 34 = 3 a nd 66 : 1 6 ,  T T  
a n d  a t h i rd wh i c h  i llum i na t e s  7�Q  i s  5 3 : 5 .  In both 

34 : 3 and 6 6 : 1 6  those who a re s l a in have been s la in as a 

result  o f  jud gme n t  by God . Th i s  ind i cate s tha t the re a l  
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c onfl i c t  Ya hwe h h a d  wa s no t w i th s ome myth i ca l  �on s t e r  

who rul e d  t h e  wa t e rs bu t w i th m e n  who s inned a ga i n s t  

h i m . The a n swe r t o  t h i s  s i n fuln e s s  o f  mank ind a ppe a rs 

i n  5 3 : 5 where the s e rva nt o f  Ya hwe h  i s  " pi erced " for 

our i n i q u i t i e s . The s e rva n t  a ls o  would und e rgo pun� 

i s hme n t  for s i n s . Howeve r ,  the s ins for wh i ch he i s  

pun i s h e d  are n o t  h i s  s i n s  but the s in s  o f  e a ch pe rs o n . 

-}1 9  m e a n s  " to s pl i t , t o  d i v i d e . " 34' - -r  l l g  d e s cribed - .,.  
the manner i n  wh i ch T i ama t wa s d e s troyed e nd the ea rth 

wa s f orme d .  She wa s d iv i d ed i n  two b y  �arduk t o  f orm 

the h e a ve n  e nd the  e arth . I t  i s  u s e d  only twi c e . In 

Ps alm ?4 : 1 3 i t  c l e a r l y  r e f e rs to the Cha o s kampf be cause  

1 t m en t i on s  the  d 1 v i s i o n  o f  the s e a  ( 0 "" ) and the ., 
d e s tru c t i on o f  the s ea mons t e r s  i n clud ing Lev i a than . 

In chapter 2 4  whe re I s a i a h  pronoun c e d  Yahwe h ' s  curse 

u pon the e a rt h , h e  s a i d : 

The e a rth i s  b ro ke n  a s un de r , 
The e a rth i s  s pl i t  through , 
The e a rth i s  s ha ke n  v i o lently . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
For i t s  t ran s g re s s i on i s  heavy u pon i t , 
And i t  w i l l  f a l l  never t o  r i s e  aga i n  ( 24 : 1 9 , 2 0 ) .  

Pe rhe ps I sa i a h  u s  e o  -rl 'i1 be ca use  he cons  i d e  red the - -r 
rebe l l i on o f  mankind s im i la r  t o  the  reb e l l i on o f  TiaFa t . 

Ne verthe l e s s , I I � d e s cr i b e d  the t o ta l  d e s truc t i on o f  - ..,  
the e a r t h . 

Ps a lm 8 9 : 1 0  reve a l s  how � :J "':T , " t o  c rush , "  r e f l e c t s  T "I' 
the Chao s kampf . He re Ya hwe h c ru s h e d  Rehab . Th i s  word 

r e ve a l s  t h e  powe r o f  Y a hw e h  ove r the cha o t i c  forc e s  of 
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the world . I f  t h i s  word comes  from the Cha o s ka m pf m yth , 

the Hebrew a uthors re i n t e rpre t e d  i t  be caus e Ps a lrr 8 9 : 1 0  

i s  the o n l y  t ime �J:Y i s  n o t  a ppl i e d  to pe o pl e . 35 I n  'T T  
Isa iah the l e a de rs o f  Jud a h  c rush the i r pe o pl e  w i th 

the i r  in j us t i c e  ( 3 : 1 5 ) . In a n  ora c le aga i n s t  Egy pt 

I s a i a h  pro phe s i e d  t ha t the p i l l a rs of  Egypt would b e  

c rus hed . Pe rhaps t h i s  i s  a re ference t o  the  Cha o s ka mpf 

b e cau s e  Egy pt i s  e l s ewhe re i d e n t i f i e d  as RahP. b . How-

eve r , o n c e  a g a i n  the  m o s t  i n t e r e s t ing u s e  o f  N ]:f a ppe a rs ... 'I" 
i n  the f ourth s e rvqn t s ong ( 5 2 : 1 3-5 3 : 1 2 ) .  W i th in t h i s  

s ong � Jl" a ppears tw i c e , The s e rva n t  WP. S c ru s h e d  for ., .,.  
our i n i q u i t i e s  ( 5 3 : 5 ) .  Th i s  grue l ing death wa s the w i l l  

o f  Yahwe h b e caus e i t  plea s e d  h i m  ( 5 3 : 1 0 ) . He nr i Blocher 

comments  t ha t ��;!" r e a l l y  m e ans "to  grind . u 36 Even 

though i t  was a m i s ca rr i a ge o f  jus t i c e , i t  ple a s e d  God . 

Th i s  d e a t h i s  n o t  l i ke T i ama t ' s  d e a th b e caus e s h e  wa s 

c rus h e d  f o r  h e r  own a c t i on s  wh i le the s e rvan t ' s  d ea th 

w i l l  b e  f o r  the s i n s  o f  ma nkin d . So  I s a i a h  us e d  a word 

taken f rom the mythology of the Ne a r  Ea s t  and d iv e s ted 

i t  o f  i t s connota t i ons o f  judgment so tha t he  c oulrl f i ll 

it  w i t h  the m e a n ing o f  jus t i f i ca t i o n . Ac tua lly , h e  is  

s ay ing that Y ahwe h i s  pla c i ng man ' s  jud gment u pon the 

s e rvant s o  tha t e a c h  pe r s o n  m ight be jus t i f i e d � 

Of tho s e  pa s s a g e s  i n  the v i s i on o f  I s a i a h  t ha t d e a l 

w i th t h e  c o n fl i c t  be twe e n  ord e r  a nd chaos , the m o t i f  o f  

t h e  f l o o d  s e ern s  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  obs cure . Only o n c e  i s  i t  

m e n t i on e d  ove rtly , i n  54 : 9 - 1 0 .  Here I s a i a h  m e n t i o ne d  
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the days  o f  Noa h e nd the f l ood . H i s  u s e  o f  s i m i le m e k e s  

i t  c l e ar tha t  Isa i a h  v i ewed the ex i le and the re turn 

f rom e x i l e  a s  b e i ng t h e  s ame t y pe o f  d e l i ve ra n c e  a s  the 

d e l ive ra nce from the f l o o d . Gunn s a y s  that t h e  f l o o d  

wa s v i ewed as " an event o f  g r e a t  para d igma t i c  value f or 

the pe o pl e  in  ex i l e . u J7 In t h i s  pA s s a g e  t h e  e m pha s i s  i s  

d i re c t e d  more toward the re e s tab l i s hment o f  a c ovene rit 

re lat i ons h i p  with h i s  pe o pl e  t han d e l ive rance . De l iver­

ance from e x i l e  ha d a lre a d y  been d e c lare d . Now Yahweh 

s a ys t h a t jus t a s  he h a d  sworn n o t  to f lood  the e n t i re 

world aga i n  s o  h e  w i l l  n o t  b e  a ngry w i th h i s  pe o pl e , 

n e i t h e r  w i l l h i s  c ovenant o f  pe ace  be s ha ken . 

Ano t h e r  pa s s Rp. e  tha t Gun n  b e l i e v e s  re f l e c t s  f l o o d  

i magery a n d  i s  c o nn e c t e d  t o  54 : 9-1 0 i s  5 5 : 1 0-1 J .  F irs t 

o f  a l l , both pas sages  h a ve a s im i l a r  s tru cture w i th e a c h  

pa s s age c onta i n i ng a s im i l e a s  i ts e s s e n t i a l  e le me nt and 

bui ld i ng the pA S S Age a round an e m phat i c  HI " wh i ch 

n e ga t e s  e x pre s s ions o f  i m pe rmane n c e  or ine f fe c t ivene s s . " J8 

S e condl y , Gunn b e l i eve s that the s tre s s  pla c e d  upon the 

word not re turn i ng com e s  out of a d i f ferent i mage than 

the image s  o f  ra in or s now o r  the word be caus e  n one o f  

the s e  e lements  a re conce ived o f  a s  re turn ing . 39  .He con­

s i d e rs the image t o  re f e r  to the m e s s e ng e r  b i rd wh i ch 

Noah s en t  from the ark b e c a u s e  i f  i t  re turne d w i t h  a 

t oken o f  the new world o r  d i d n o t  re turn a t  a l l  then i t  

h a d  s u c c e e d e d i n  the pur po s e  f o r  wh i c h  i t  wa s s e nt . 40 

Th i s  i n t e r pre tat i on s e e m s  appro pr i a te b e c au s e  b o t h  imag e s  
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a re concern e d  w i t h  " t he thene o f  prom i s e  i n  a t i me o f  

d i s a s te r . " 4l Con s e q uently , I s a i a h  a f f i rm e d  tha t the 

word o f  Yahwe h will be re a l i z e d . 42 Th ird ly , Gunn per­

c e i ve s  in t h i s  pa s s ag e  a n  e l ement o f  f l o o d  imagery in 

the " e ve rla s t ing s ign wh i ch w i l l  not  be cut o f f . " In 

the f l o o d  s tory Yahwe h gave Noa h the s ign o f  the r a i nbow 

a s  a pro� i s e  that he would n o t  d e s tr o y  the e arth by 

wa t e r  a g a i n . The re fore , i n  the l ight of the pre v i ous 

i n t e r pre ta t i on , t h i s  s ig n  is taken from the f l o o d  mo t i f .  

Gunn c l a i ms that the s tili j e c t  o f  the s ign i s  n o t  the 

re turn of t he word nor the t ra ns forme d d e s e rt men t i oned 

in ve r s e  1 3 , but the  word o f  Y a hweh i t s e l f  wh i c h has  

b e e n  uttered  by I s a i a h , i n  e f f e c t , a l l o f  cha pte r s  40 

through 55 . 4 3 When d e l ive ranc e  come s , the word wh i c h  

I s a i ah pro c l a i me d  w i l l  b e c om e  a "memor i al " t o  Yahwe h a n d  

a s ign to the  pe o pl e  that Yahweh h a s  a c c om pl i sh e d  h i s  

word . The s ign o f  t h e  pro phe t i c  word b e c om e s  a gua r a n ­

t e e  o f  Ya hwe h ' s  prom i s e  o f  r e d e m pt i on to all mankind . 

When the s ign a ppears , i t  w i l l  be cons i d e re d  proo f  tha t 

Yahwe h wa s re s pons ible f o r  the d e l iverance and a guaran ­

t e e  o f  h i s  covenant o f  pea ce w i t h  the m . 44 The re s pons e  

to the pro phe t i c  word in t h e  l ive s o f  m e n  means  tha t  they 

wi l l  go out in j oy jus t a s  Noah "we n t  out " from the ark . 45 

One word t hat i s  c onne c t e d  in S c r i pture t o  the flood 

na rra t i ve is  )l 'j?* whi c h  m e a n s  " to s pl i t , to c l e a ve , to 

t e ar o pe n . "  It a ppe a re d  in G e ne s i s 7 : 1 1  whe re the foun ­

t a i ns o f  the gre a t  d e e p  ( Q i ��)  we re s pl i t  up . 46 How eve r ,  
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i t  d o e s  n o t  appe a r  i n  the  Enuma El i s h . 4 7 In the  Uga -

r i  t i c  mytho logy '>'.1?:;f i s  n o t  us ed i n  re la t ion to the con­

f l i c t  wi th Yam ( 0 ., ) , but it i s us e d  to d e s c r i b e  the T 
manner in wh i c h  An8 t  d e feats  M o t  and re e n a c t s the  ha.r­

ve s t . 4 8  Out of the 51 t i� e s  Y�� i s  us ed in S c r i pture , 

i t  re f e rs t o  the  bre a k i ng o f  a human body e ight t im e s  

a nd to eve n t s  c o nne c te d  w i th wat e r  f i f t e e n  t ime s . I t  i s  

u s e d  s even t i m e s  i n  I s a i a h  ( 7 : 6 ;  34 : 1 5 ;  35 : 6 ;  5 8 : 8 ;  

59 : 5, tw i c e ; 6 3 : 1 2 ) .  Thr e e  t i me s i t  re fers to the  ha t c h -

i ng o f  eggs , tw i c e  i t  s pe a k s  o f  the d iv i d i ng or breaking 

forth o f  wa t e r , o n c e  of l ig ht bre a k ing forth and once o f  

m i l i tary c onque s t . O f  the s e  pa s s age s  only tho s e  that 

s p e a k  o f  wa t e r  are i m portant t o  t h i s  s tud y . In 35 : 6  

when the world i s  r e c re a t e d  and be com e s  the s e t t i ng for 

the  H ighwa y o f  Ho l i ne s s , wa t e rs w i l l  bre a k  forth i n  the  

w i l d e rn e s s  a nd s treams in  the  d e s e rt . In 6 3 : 1 2  I s a i ah 

rememb e re d  t h e  t i me when the Hol y  S pi r i t  through Mos e s  

d iv i d e d  t h e  Re d Sea . I t  i s  i n t e re s t ing that i n  both 

c a s e s  the c o nc e pt of hol ine s s  i s  pre s e n t . Oswa l t  ob ­

s e rve s tha t the  p.9 s s a g e s  whe re )l �:;f i s  u s e d  s h ow no 

ove rt myt h i c a l  a l lu s i ons . 4 9 Ano ther obs e rva t i on Oswa l t  

make s i s  tha t i n  none o f  the pa s sa.g e s  where Yahw e h  i s  

a cc la ime d f o r  b e ing v i c t o r i ous ove r t h e  c ha o s  m ons ter 

i s  t h e re m e n t i on of ram ' s  b e i ng s pl i t  in two . 5 ° 

Ano t h e r  pa s sa g e  wh i c h  m e nt i ons the s pl i t t ing o f  t h e  

ro c k  s o  tha t wa t e r  c ould bre a k forth i s  48 : 21 . He re 

l 8 hwe h c omma n ct e d  h i s  pe o pl e  to f l e e  Babyl o n . In the 
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s ame mAnn e r  tha t  he  provi d e d  i n  the  w i l d e rne s s , he would 

prov i d e for them aga i n . 

The c o m pa r i s o n  be twe e n  the Enuwa El i s h , whe re Marduk 

b r i ng s  the chao t i c  wa t e r  und e r  c ontrol by s pl i t t ing Tia ­

mB t ' s bod y ,  Bnd the b ibl i ca l  u s a�e o f  Y "jZ� reve a l s  an 

o ppos i t e  v i ew po int . In t he Gene s i s a c c ount o f  t he f l o o d  

cha o s  i s  re l e a s e d  b y  bre a k i ng o pe n  Oi il..B . I s a i a h  m e n -

t i on e d  i n  b o t h  i n s t a n c e s  tha t t h e  wa t e rs a re control led 

by Yahwe h or h i s  Holy S p i r i t  t o  pre pare a way o f  r e d e rn p-

t i on for h i s  pe o pl e . In one ca s e  i t  y i e ld e d  t h e  e xodus ; 

i n  the o t he r , the Hi ghwa y of Hol i ne s s . 

In the s e  pa s s a g e s  wh i ch u s e  the imagery o f  s pl i t t i ng 

o pe n  the wa t e rs , t h e  re d e emed a re the ob j e c t  o f  the ac­

t i o n .  l'he re fore , a l t h oug h Yj?.:l i s  i n t e nd e d  t o  po int out - T  
that Yahwe h i s  s ov e re ign ove r t h e  c haot i c  w a t e r s  i n  tha t 

h e  c a n  re l e a s e  them o r  c ontrol them , 51  i t  more i m por-

t an t l y  po i n t s  to t h e  re d em pt i ve work wh i c h  Ya hwe h pur-

po s e s  for h i s  pe o pl e  a nd a l l mankind t o  e n j oy . Oswa l t  

c onclud e s  t h a t  the us e o f  � �1:- " d o e s  n o t  support the i d e a  

o f  a n  o r i g i na l  Hebrew Y a hwe h myt h " 5 2  but rather i s  a n  

" h i s tor i c i z i ng wh i ch s e e s  re d em pt i on as a n  ind i v i s ible 

a s pe c t  of creat i on . " 5 J  �ls ewhe re , he wr i te s  tha t-

the burd e n  of the s e  pas s a ge s i s  not s i m pl y  
tha t God i s  po s s e s s e d  o f  s u c h  t e rrible  power 
as to s pl i t  rocks  and  wp t e rs , e t c . , but that 
the po s s e s s i on of such pzwer is  ab le t o  
re d e em a l o s t crea t i on . )  

Ano t h e r  m o t i f  t a ken b y  I s a i a h  from the flood i s  the 

image  of b e ing d r i e d  up.  He  u t i l i z ed a pa i r  of  s ynonym s  
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to portra y t h i s  c o n c e pt . Both -J.-, n  " to d ry up , II and . . ,.. ' . 
w ]_ , , " t o rrake d ry , II .<=� re u s e d  i n  the Gene s i s  a c count . ,  T 
o f  the f l o o d . The s e  word s conce ivably can be us e d  i n  

the d e s c r i pt i on o f  the f l o od t ra d i t i on and t he exodus 

tra d i t i on but not  the Cha o s ka m nf . 55 The Gene s i s  aut h or 

t o l d  o f  the wa ters wh i c h  d r i e d  up ("]_I n )  a f ter the 
• •  'Y . 

flood { 8 : 1 J ) and the d ryne s s  ( LJ ]. , ) o f  the e a rth ' s  
• •  T 

surfa c e  wh i ch God cau s e d  a ft e r  t b e f l o od ( 8 : ? , 1 L� ) .  

:Ll n i s  m a i n l y  conne c t e d  t o  the wat e r s  thA t d r i e d  up , . .  .,.. 
whe rea s  lJ.]_ -r re f e r s  mA i nly t o  the d ry ing up of ve g e ta -

• . T 
t i on . Th i s  i s  re f le c ted i n  t h e  manner i n  wh i c h  they 

are us ed in the f l o od s t ory . 

lJ]_, i s  us ed to revea l four the ologi cal truth s :  " T  
1 ) God d r i e d  u p  the e a rth ' s  surf A c e  a fter the flood , 

2 )  God  d r i e d  u p  t h e  g round u po n  wh i ch t he Hebrews walked 

when they cro s s e d  the hed Sea , J )  God jud g e s  mankind , 

a n d  4 )  men ' s  l i fe i s  very fra g i l e  c ompa re d  to God ' s  

word . 5 6  I•,o s t  o f  the pa s s a g e s  i n  wh i c h J.]Q i s  u s e d  

a r e  concerned w i t h  judgm en t ; f o r  e xam ple , pA rt o f  

Egy pt ' s  pun i s hment wa s t ha t h e r r iv e rs would d ry up 

( 1 9 : 5 -6 ) ,  part of the pun i s hment of the nat i ons con-

s i s t s  i n  the s treFnrs be i ng d e s ol a te ( J4 : 1 0 ) , and part 

o f  I s rae l ' s  pun i s hment f o r  h e r  i d o lFJ try w i l l  be the 

d e s o la te na ture of her land ( 42 : 1 5 ) .  In the s a� e  WPY 

tha t the wa ters o f  the f lood were Y a hweh ' s  wea po n 

aga ins t a fa i th l e s s  rac e , 5 7  s o  h i s wi thdrawal o f  wa ter 

i s  a weA pon . 
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Howeve r ,  h e  a l s o  contro l l e d  the wa t e rs t o  produce 

a n e w  o rd e r . 5 8  In 51 : 1 0 , where I s a i ah us ed o :  end 

O i  ilf:l , Gunn s e e s  a re f e re n c e  to the fl o od in wh i c h  

Ya hwe h contro lled t h e  c ha o t i c  wa ters . 59 Then t h e  image 

s h i ft s  t o  the  exodus i n  wh i ch Yahweh pre pa red a pa thway 

for the  Hebrews to cro s s  the Re d Se a . 6 ° Th i s  s h i f t  

bring s  the m e s s age c l o s e r  i n  t ime t o  tho s e  i n  e x i l e  t o  

whom t h e  prom i s e  o f  re turn was uttere d . 61 Al th ough 

there i s  grea t  s im i l a r i t y  in the theo log i c a l  con tent of 

the f l o o d  a nd the  ex odus , the imagery i n  th i s  pa s s age 

is  ove rwhe lm ing ly from the exodus w i th m inor a l lus i ons 

t o  the flood . 62 'l'he f lo od all us i on , howeve r ,  " b o t h  re ­

h e a r s e s  the s to ry o f  c re a t i on ( the world i s , i n  e ff e c t , 

re - c re a ted ) a nd pre f i gure s • • •  the redempt i on theme 

tha t is so c h a ra c te r i s t i c  o f  the Re ed Sea trad i t i on . " 6 3 

In 5 0 : 2  the i mag e ry o f  d ry i ng u p  the  s e a  w i th a 

rebuke a nd ma k ing the r ivers a w i l d e rne s s  a l lud e s  to 

the c r o s s i ng of the Re d . Se a  and the wand e r ings in the 

w i l d e rne s s . The r e f o re , the conne c t i on of th e s e  trad i -

t i ons a c c oun t s  f o r  t h e  j ux ta pos i t i on o f  the d ry i ng up 

o f  the wat e rs w i t h  the  d e s e rt . Gunn s e e s  in the  making 

o f  the d e s ert a sub t l e  a l lus i on to the d ry i ng u p  o f  the 

wa t e rs . 64 Th i s  pa s sa ge pR ral l e l s  a pa s s a ge i n  Psalm 

1 0 6 s 9  w h e re the ps a lm i s t  wro te : " Th e n  He rebuke d the 

Re d S e a  and it d r i e d  u p ; and He led them through t he 

d e e ps , a s  through t h e  w i ld e rne s s . "  I s a i a h  u s e d  t he sep-

a ra t i on o r  d ry i ng up o f  the Re d Sea  a s  a s ymbo l  tha t 
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t h e  c h a o s  adve rs a ry wa s c onauere d . The re sult ing path 

b e came the m e an s  for an ord e re d  c ro s s ing into the new 

land wh i l e  the waters thems e lve s be came the cha os 

e nve l o ping the purs u ing Egypt i ans . 65 

The f inal  pas s age where t h i s  i ma g e ry i s  i m portant 

is 44 : 2 4 - 2 8 . Th i s  pa s s a g e  s hows that the " creat i o n  

t ra d i t i on i nvolved o rd e ri ng t h e  c o sm o s  aga inst cha o t i c  

force s . " 6 6  I n  t h i s  pA s s a g e  there i s  a long s e r i e s  o f  

pa rt i c i pi a l  phra s e s  that d e s c r ibe Yahwe h ' s  lord s h i p  

ove r the un ive r s e  and i t s  h i s tory includ ing a s ta tement 

o f  v i c tory ove r  t h e  powe rs of cha o s : " I t i s  I who S R Y S  

t o  the d e pth o f  t h e  s e a , ' Be d r i e d  u p ! ' and  I w i l l  make 

your r iv e rs d ry "  ( 44 : 2 7 ) .  The c omma nd i t s e lf i s  a reg-

uler a s pe c t  of the cre a t i on s t ory a nd here Yahwe h u s e s  

tha t powe r t o  d ry u p  the s e a  and the  r ivers . 6 7 The 

word 11 ?  .. 1 Y wh i c h  i s  tr�m s la t e d  " the d e e p" i s  u s e d  i n s teRd 

f 0 '  0 T 
T 
wh i c h  i s  us e d  a l� o s t  ex c lus ive l y  f o r  the Re d Sea 

i n  the e x o d u s  tra d i t i on . I t s  u s e , s in c e  it is a rRre 

t e rm , woul d  ind i cate tha t more f o c a l  po ints s h ould be 

s ought . 6 8 The pa ra l l e l i sm be twe en " the d e pth o f  the 

s e a "  a nd " your r i ve r s " ind i ca t e s  tha t  the r ivers a re the 

" r ivers of the d e e p" wh i ch b e l ongs to the c o smolog i c a l  

no t i on o f  r ivers s urround ing the world and the � founta ins 

of the d e e p" in the f l o o d  trad i t i on . 69 Al s o , Gunn no-

t i c e s  tha t ve r s e  27 is para l l e l  w i t h  ve rse  24 wh i ch has 

a c l e ar re ference to c r e a t i on . 7 ° E i th e r  one of t h e s e  

tra d i t i on s - - c re a t i on o r  the f l o o d - -would be s u i table 
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for procla im i ng tha t J e rusa lem w i l l  be  rebu i l t . 71 Ger-

hard von Ra d  \'Tri t e s : 

Ya hweh the Crea tor , who ra i s e d  up the world 
out of cha o s , d o e s  not le ave J e rus g l e m  in 
chaos ; he who d r i e d  u p  the e l ementa � wa ters 
w i l l  also ra i s e  up Je rus a l e m  anew . f  

The cha o t i c wat e rs are a lwa ys in Ya hwe h ' s  powe r .  

N o  ma t te r  i n  what c o n t e x t  t h e  image ry was us ed , the 

me s sag e  was always o f  the s a lvat i o n  b roug h t  by Yahwe h 

t hrough t h e  re s to ra t i o n  o f  orde r ,  whe t h e r  b y  us ing the 

wa ters  or b y  s a v i ng f rom the waters w h i c h  s ymbo l i z e d 

evi l . 7 3 Man y  t i m e s  the pro ph e t would i nvert t h e  myth-

l eal a l lus i on in o rd e r  to i l lus tra te Yahwe h ' s  l o rd s h i p  

over h i s t o ry . Onc e  aga in the purpo s e  was t o  d emons tra t e  

Yahwe h ' s  s aving pur po s e . 

In t h e  v i s i on o f  I s a i ah thre e c re a t i on f o rmula e 74 

are u s e d  t o  reve al Ya hwe h ' s  power t o  order t h e  chao t i c  

world : 1 ) y J � Q '>' ji l ( 4 2  : 5 ; 4 4  : 2 4 ) , 2 ) '"'( J � I Q i 7 
. 

. ' . 

( 48 : 1 3 ; 51  : 1 3 ) and 3 ) Y]� V  l � ,  ( 45 : 1 8 ) .  Be call S e  th e s e  

formula e  a ppe a r  in pnra l le l  s tructure w i th t h e  c re a t i ng 

o f  the h e avens , the y c a n  b e  und e r s t o o d  t o  be e arth-cre ­

a t i on tra d i t i ons 75 a nd c ome from e a rl y  trAd i t i ons about 

the ord e ri ng of the c o s rr o s  out of cha o s . 7 6 

In 44 : 24 -2 8 , wh i ch i s  an introdu c t i on t o  the  royal 

o ra cl e  about Cyrus in 45 : 1 - 7 , Y]�iJ �i?-l is pa r t  of a 

f o rmula d e s ign e d  t o  e s ta b l i s h  a ph i lo s o ph i ca l  b a s i s  for 

Yahwe h ' s  a c t i on s . Be cau s e Yahwe h s tre tched out the 

h e a ve n s  and s pread out t h e  e a r t h , o r  be cause he  ord ered 
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the c o smos and trium phe d ove r the chao t i c  powe r s , h e  

c ou l d  f rus trA te the s poke smen f o r  demon i c  powe rs , c on -

f i rm t h e  word o f  h i s  s e rva nt , pre pare t h e  wa y f o r  t h e  

rebu i ld ing o f  Je rus a l e m , Judah and the templ e , c a l l  

Cyrus t o  perfo rm h i s  w i l l . Con s e quent l y , I s a i a h  appe a rs 

to i n clud e a l l  o f  Yahwe h ' s  pre s e nt a nd fu ture a c t iv i ty 

i n  h i s  " cr e a t ive orde r ing o f  the c o smos  i n  the f a c e  of 

chaot i c , d i s rupt ive f o r c e s . " ? ?  

"Y'J � IQi , a l s o  i s  a m o t i f  taken f rom t h e  t ra d i t ion 

o f  "a d e i ty overcoming the  chaot i c  waters , e s tabl i s h i ng 

the e a rth u pon tho s e  wate r s  and rul i ng the world as 

k i ng . " 7 8  I t  b e comes the bas i s  i n  b o th pa s s age s for 

pro c l a i m ing t ha_t 

i n  the c on t i nu ing s truggle tak ing pla c e i n  
t h e  ex i l e , Yahwe h i s  the one w h o  i s  v i c to r i ous 
ove r  chaos a n d  e s tabl i s he s  c o sm i c  o rd e r- -tha_t 
i s , he  ful f i l l s  h i s  D�r po s e  f o r  I s ra e l  and 
f o r  the w h o l e  e a rth . ? � 

C on ce rn ing Y��iJ l�(r wh i c h  I s a iah appropr i a ted i n  

4 5 : 1 8  t o  e s ta b l i s h  a found a t i on for Ya hwe h ' s  pre s e nt 

and fu ture a c t iv i ty i n  orde r ing the chao t i c  s ta t e of 

Jud ah , Ludw ig c orrl"len t s  tha t I s a i a_h went be yond the nor-

mal c re a t i o n  t ra d i t i on s  and i ntrod u c e d  n e w  t e rm inology 

t o  " em ph a s i e e  the e s tab l i s h ing of the e a rth ove r aga i n s t  

a cha_o t i c  cond i t i o n , a s  a n  orderly c o s m o s  i n  wh i 6h the 

drama o f  human e x i s t e n c e  can teke pla c e . " 8 0  The appl i ­

cet i on o f  =l il..R t o  th i s  s i tua.t i o n  b e a rs out th i s  conclu-
• 

s i an . �l ilJ.l wa s us e d  by th� Gene s i s  wri te r  t o  d e s cribe 



1 1 6 

the i n i t ia l  s t a te o f  the e arth in Gene s i s  1 : 2 a s  11W i th -

o u t  f o rm and vo id . 11 I t s  use  in the Gene s i s  a c c ount of 

creat i on suppl i e s  a s truc ture t o  the c re a t i on o f  the 

world . In the f irs t thre e d ay s  the heavens and the 

e arth re c e ive the i r  " form , 11 wh i le in the l a s t  three 

da y s  the i r  " em pt i ne s s " is  f i lled . 81 In 45 : 1 8  Y ahwe h 

a s sure d t h e  pe o pl e  o f  Judah tha t the i r  pe rmanen t  e x i le 

wa s n o t  h i s  purpo s e . Jus t  a s  he  d id n o t  crea t e  the 

e a rth t o  b e  un i nhab i ted , so he  ha s not d e s t ined  them to 

s e e k  h im i n  a wa s te pla c e , a pla ce wh i c h  he ha s no t 

pre par e d  for the i r  hab i ta t i on . 

Al though the s e  e x pre s s i o n s  o f  e s ta b l i s h i n Q  t he 

e a rth c om e  from tra d i t i on s  a s s o c i a ted w i t h  the d e f e a t 

o f  c ha o s  and  the ord e r ing o f  the c o sm o s , 8 2  I s a i ah re in-

t e r pre t e d  them t o  reveal the h i s to r i c a l  a c t iv i ty of 

Y ahwe h i n  wh i ch the e a rt h  was s e en as  the a re na o f  hu-

ma n e x i s te n c e  wh i c h  would be re e s tabl i s he d  by Ya hwe h 

f rom 1 t s  pre s e n t  chaos  through 11 I s ra e l "  - - YB.hw e h  • s pe ople 

and Yahweh ' s  age n t . 8 3 

The f inal e l e m e n t  o f  the Cha o s ka m nf u s e d  b y  I s a iah 

i s  the t e m pl e  of Y a hwe h . Con c e rn ing t h i s  m o t i f  Ya hweh 

used two noun s - - / � , [}, " te m pl e , 11 and i1� il �  Jl 1 � , " th e  

h ous e o f  Yahwe h " - -and a ve rb - -]_ {) , , " to s i t  e n throned . 11 - T  
/J.,D i s  us e d  mo s t  fre q uent l y  t o  m e an " pa la c e . "  Onl y T 
thre e t i m e s  d id I s a i ah u s e  i t  t o  re f e r  to the temple o f  

Yahwe h i n  J e ru s alem . Eleve n  t im e s  h e  ca lled i t  Jl .,  ;J-
il l iT' , 11 the hous e o f  Yahwe h . "  T \ 

.n .,  3.. i s  the word common ly 
$ ... 



us e d  t o  d e s cribe  " a  d vle l l i ng plac e . "  Wh e t h e r  I s e iah 

us e d  ? 'J ,  il o r  ill i1 ,1 .n ,  d , he  m e ;=m t  the sarr.e th i ng - -T ..... T • .. .  
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th i s  wa s the pla c e  wh e re Yahweh dwe l t . The only d i f -

f e re n c e  be tween the two t e rrr:s co�e s f rom t he royal i n fer­

e n c e  inherent i n  ?:J ., il . When it  re fers to a k i ng , i t  ,. . .  
i s  trans l a t e d  " pa la ce " ;  bu t , whe n  i t  re fers t o  a g od , 

i t  i s  trans l a t e d  " te mple . "  Cons e q ue n tly , a t e m pl e  i s  

the earthly pa l a c e  o f  a g od . 

I n  bo th Enuma El i s h  and the Be a l  myth , the e s tab-

l i s hment o f  a t e m ple i s  the r e s u l t  o f  v i c tory over the 

c ha o s  m on s te r .  A f t e r  Ma rd uk had ove rt hrown T i a ma t , the 

Annunaki ( the gods o f  the und e rworld ) bu i l t  Esag i l a  for 

h im .  ( Es a g i la wa s Ma rduk ' s  temple a t  Babylon . ) 84 

In the Ba a l  myth af t e r  Baa l  had d e feated Yam , he 

c o m pl a i n e d  to Anat t ha t  he ha d no hous e . She prom i s ed 

to h e l p  h i m , but f a i l e d  i n  h e r  a ppeal to E l . Howeve r ,  

As herah suc c e e d e d  i n  ga i n ing pe rm i s s i on f ro� E l  for 

Baa l to bu i l d  R. hous e . Baa l sumnoned Kat i r -wa - HEJ s i s 

t o  bu i ld the t e m ple . He bu i l t  i t  w i th c e d a r  a nd ad orne d 

i t  w i t h  gold , s i lv e r  and l q p i s  l EJ z ul i . 8 5 Baa l d i d not  

want w i nd ows put i n  h i s  t empl e , but a f te r  muc h  persua-

s i on he con s e n te d . Th i s  s e emed n e c e s s e ry be cause he 

mus t s e nd forth h i s  vo i c e 8 6  and rEJ in . The resu l t i ng 

B 8 7 temple o f  aa l was a m i c r o c o s � , a symbol o f  the or-

dered  cosmos a nd the ab i l i ty t o  ma intain o rd e r . B B 

F i s he r  n o t e s  c on c e rn i ng t h e  t e m pl e  o f  Ba8 1 tha t thEJ t 

wh i ch m a i n ta i n s  o rd e r  i s  a l s o  tha t wh i c h  ma ke s a re cur-



renee o f  c ha o s po s s ib l e . 89 

When I s a ieh us e d  ? :J  1 il , tw i c e  h e  s poke o f  the ,.. . .  
vo i c e  o f  l a hw e h  ( 6 : 1 ; 66 : 6 ) .  In e ach c a s e  the vo i c e  

s poke o f  judgme n t .  In 44 : 2 8 at Y a hweh ' s  ins t ruc t i on 
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Cyrus w i l l  s a y  c o n c e rn i ng the tem ple , n Y our f ounda. t i on 

w i l l  be la i d . 11 Even though the t e m ple would b e  d e -

s troyed ( 64 : 1 1 ) ,  i t  would b e  rebui l t . 

Whe n  I s a i a h  s poke o f  the hou s e  of Yahw e h , he m o s tly 

s po ke of worsh i p .  In 2 : 2 I s a i a h  s poke o f  the l a s t  d a y s  

w h e n  m a n y  pe o pl e s  would g o  t o  the mounta in o f  t h e  hous e 

o t· Yahwe h t o  l e a rn Y ahwe h ' s  way s . I t  wa s to be a pl a c e  

f o r  s i ng i ng ( JB : 2 0 ) , f o r  the o f f e r ing o f  s a cr i f i c i a l  

gra i n  o f f e r ings ( 66 : 2 0 ,  i n  t h i s  case  the o f f e r i ng i s  

c o m pr i s ed o f  pe o pl e ) ,  pra yer ( 37 : 1 , 1 4 ,  He z e ki a h m a d e  the 

house o f  Yahwe h a pla c e  of pra ye r ;  but in 5 6 : 7  i t  w i l l  

be cal l e d  a house o f  prayer f o r  a l l pe o pl e s ) ,  and j o y  

( 5 6 : ? ) . Ya hwe h w i l l  glor i f y  h i s  hous e ( 60 : 7 )  and pla c e  

w i th i n  i t  a m e m o r i a l  f o r  tho s e  e unuchs who obe y  h im ( 56 : 5 ) . 

A l l  o f  the s e  r e f e re n c e s  a ppe a r  to c ons i d e r  the 

house of Yahwe h a s  a bu i ld ing l o c a t e d  in Jerus a l e m . 

Howeve r ,  t h e re i s  one pas � a ge in wh i ch I s a i a h  pla c e s  a 

d i  f f  t i t o  the te rm Jl ,._ ._. ' e re n  m e a n . ng . ..:...L " hous e . "  In 66 : 1 -2 

Yahwe h oue s t i on s  whe ther the Hebrews c ould a d e q uatel y 

bu i l d  a h ou s e  for h im . The hous e he de s i re s  i s  w i th in 

tho s e  who are humbl e  and con tr i te o f  s p i r i t  a nd who 

tremb l e  at h i s  word . 

A c om pa r i s on o f  the bui ld i ng o f  Ba a l ' s  t e m pl e  a nd 
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Ya hw e h ' s  temple i l lus tra te s th i s . B o t h  were c ons t ru c ted 

in t e rm s  of seve n --Baal ' s  in s even d ays a nd Yahwe h ' s  in 

seven years . F i s h e r  conc lud e s  tha t the f ramework o f  the 

Gene s i s  c re a t i on re f l e c t s the bu i l d i ng of Baa l ' s  t e m ple 

wh i ch i s  a m i c ro co s m . The Gene s i s  author s poke o f  o r ­

d e r i ng the c o s m o s  i n  t e rms o f  s even d a y s  b e c au s e  the  

c o n s truc t i on o f  the m i cro c o s m  wa s in t e rms o f  s even 

d a y s . I f  t h i s  i s  a pro pe r  i n t e rpre ta t i on , then the  

o rd e ring of  the t e m ple r e s e Db l e s  the c re a t i on o f  the  

c o smos . 9 ° Once  aga i n  the Hebrew wr i t e rs reve r s e d  the 

mo t i f s  of the Cha o s ka �pf . The wa ters were not Yahwe h ' s  

enemy , but h i s  we a pon . 91 he d i d n o t  n e e d  t o  ga in 

a p pr oval to bu i ld the e a rthly temple . Howeve r ,  h i s  real 

tem pl e  wa s the  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  own cre a t i ve work . A s  

i n d i ca t e d  i n  6 6 : 2 the  t e m pl e  whe re Yahwe h wa nts  to dwe l l  

i s  w i th in the l i fe o f  man . He d o e s  n o t  re s id e  i n  bu i l d ­

ings ma de w i th h e n d s  but i n  t h e  h e a rts  o f  men . 

As ha s been s hown , I s a i ah d id u t i l i z e  the mo t i f s  

o f  the Cha o s ka m pf i n  pro c l a i m i ng Y a hwe h ' s  m e s s age to h i s  

pe o ple . Howeve r , h e  re i n terpre ted the mo t i fs s o  t ha t 

t h e y  b e came i ma g e s o f  s alva t i o n . 9 2  " Ya hwe h s av e d  by 

produ c i ng or r e s tor ing ord e r , "  v1he ther i t  WA.s  "by mean s 

o f  t h e  wa t e rs o r  b y  s a v i ng f rom the wa t e rs wh i c h  s ym ­

bol i z e  ev i l .  u 9 J  The y  w e r e  u s e d  to s pe ak o f  Ya hwe h ' s  

a c t iv i t i e s  on b e ha l f  o f  h i s  pe o pl e  w i t h  an e m pha s i s  on 

h i s  love . 94 I s a i a h , a l o ng w i th o t h e r  Hebrew wri t e rs , 

d i d  s om e t h ing new i n  a ppl y ing the s e  c re a t i on mo t i f s  to 
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d e s cribe I s ra e l ' s  un i q ue po s i t i on among pe o pl e s  und e r  

God ' s  gu i da n c e  i n  a newl y cre a te d  s o c i a l  and pol i t i c a l  

o rd e r . 95 

Da rkn e s s  a n d  Light : Powe r 
t hrou�h Enl i s twent 

The f i nal m e thod o f  ga i n ing power i nvo lve s the 

e nl i s tment o f  s om e one t o  he l p  ove rcome the enemy . In 

BRa 1 • s ca s e , Ana t k i l l e d  fiio t  f i r s t  so thB t Baal c ould 

l a t e r  k i l l  h i m  a l s o  w i th a club pre pare d for h im by 

Ka t i r -wa-Ha s i s . Al though Y a hwe h is not i nvo lve d i n  a 

s t rug�l e for h i s  l i fe , he i s  i n  a s truggle w i th man ' s  

s inful na ture . In ord e r  to provi d e  a m e thod o f  jus t i -

f i ca t i on for ID8nk ind Yahw e h  w i l l  enl i s t  the a i d  o f  the 

s e rvBnt who would be a l igh t to the na t ions so tha t 

j us t i c e may b e  e s ta b l i s h e d  i n  the world . I t  i s  throu�h 

th i s  c onf l i c t  o f  l ight w i th d a.rkn e s s  that I s a i A h  pre -

s en t e d  God ' s  pla n  f o r  s a lVB t i on .  

In the Gene s i s  a c c ount o f  c re a t ion , on the f irs t 

d a y  G o d  c re ate d l ight ( l i  'K ) .  He then pro ce e d e d  to ca l l  

the l ight " da y "  a n d  the d a rkne s s  " n ight . "  Pr i o r  t o  th i s , 

d arkne s s  (� �h ) WA S u pon the f a c e  o f  the wa t e rs . The re ­

fore , l i 'N  and ·l �h are m o t i f s  o f  crea t i on ; and by vir­

tue of the i r  chara c te r i s t i cs the y are i n  c onfl i c t  w i th 

e ach o the r .  A l s o  the a n c i e n t  world wors h i ppe d the sun 

a n d , t h e r e fore , G o d ' s  ro le a s  crea tor of l ight was 

s tres s e d . 9 6  

� t �  norma l l y  re fe rre d to t h e  l i � � t  a s s o c iated  wi th 
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t h e  s un , m o on a nd s ta rs . Howeve r ,  in b o th ca s e s  where 

t h i s  " n o rmA l "  m e A n ing is  u s e d , it  is  not u s e d  i n  the 

" n o rmal " f A S h i on . I s H i eh u s e d  the l i gh t o f  the s un and 

m o o n  to re f e r  to the A rr iva l of e new d a y  ( J0 : 2 6 ; 6 0 : 1 9 ,  

2 0 ) .  In J0 : 1 9 - 2 6  when the t e a c her c om e s  who w i l l  s h ow 

mankind the wa y to ws l k , then the l igh t o f  the moon 

w i l l  be l ike the s un and the sun will  s h ine  l i ke s even 

days . Cle arl y , th i s  i s  an image for the incre a s e d  s pi r -

i tual knowl e d g e  wh i c h  w i l l  bring about na t i ona l h e a l i ng . 

I n  6 0 : 1 9 - 2 0  I s a iah a gA i n  u s e d  the l ight o f  the sun and 

t h e  m o on t o  po i n t  out the surpa s s ing glory of the l ig h t  

i n  the new Je rus A l e m . Onc e  aga in the re ference  i s  prob -

ably t o  a s pi r i tua l re lA t i on s h i p  w i th Ya hwe h .  However ,  

s ome i n te r pr e t i t  l i t e ra l l y  s o  tha t there w i l l  a c tua l l y  

be a d a y  when t h e  sun a nd m o on w i l l  n o t  be n e c e s s ary 

b e c au s e  Yahweh i s  pre s en t . 9 7  There fore , I s a i a h  is say-

i ng tha t the s un is  unne c e s s a ry where Yahw e h  i s . He  i s  

G o d . 

Ano th e r  s ource o f  l ig h t  c re a t e d  b y  Ya hwe h wa.s the 

p i llar of f i re a t  the t ime of the wand e ri ng i n  the w i l -

d e r ne s s . I t  was a s ource o f  pro te c t i on f or h i s  pe o pl e  

i n  a s trange e nv ironm e n t . Onc e  aga i n  i n  t h e  t im e  o f  

the bran c h  o f  Yahwe h ,  Yahweh w i l l  c r e a t e  over Jerusalem 

a p i l l a r  o f  c l oud b y  d ay and a pillar of f i re b y  n ight 

( 4 : 5 ) .  He w i l l  pro t e c t  h i s  c i ty and h i s  pe o pl e . 

In 4 5 : 7  Yahweh s hows tha t h e  i s  Lord o f  h i s tory b y  
. 

c l A i m ing thB. t h e  f orme d  Cl '?( , ) 1 i ght and crea t e d  ( 'rll . .:l.) 



1 2 2 

' 

d arkne s s , caus e d  < n LJY)  we l l -b e i ng and cre a te d  < � l3.) 
. .  

ev i l .  Th i s  a ppl i ca t i on of 'M l 3.  to t h e  c re a t i on o f  dark-

ne s s  and ev i l  i s  problemat i c  to  those who v i ew God  a s  

capab l e  o f  g o o d  o n l y . Bowev e r t i n  the contex t i n  wh i ch 

Yahwe h a s s e r t s  h i s  l o rd s h i p ,  h i s  onene s s - - " I  am the one 

who i s  and crea te s and  there is  no o t he r "  ( 4 5 : 5 ) - -he i s  

te l l i ng h i s  pe o pl e  t ha t h e  and h e  alone s e n t  t h e m  i n t o  

e x i l e . H e  i s  t h e  one  who b r ing s judgment a s  we l l  a s  

b l e s s i ng . For t ho s e  wh o m i s take e v i l  f o r  g o o d  a nd g o od 

f o r  ev i l , who m i s take l ight f o r  darkne s s  and d A rkne s s  

f o r  l ight ( 5 : 2 0 ) , I s a i a h  pronounced " wo e " u pon them . 

Judgm e n t  w i l l  f a l l  u pon the i r  l and where there w i l l  be 

da rkne s s  ra t h e r  than l ight ( 5 : 30 ) .  Tho s e  who h o pe f o r  

l ig h t  o n l y  re c e ive darkn e s s  a n d  wal k  i n  g l o om < il (9� )  T • •  - : 
( 5 9 : 9 ) .  Al s o  the l ig h t  o f  I s rael wa s t o  b e  u s e d  b y  Yah-

weh a s  a pur i f y ing wh i ch the Holy One would u s e  to  judge 

As s y r i a  f o r  i t s  arroganc e  ( 1 0 : 1 ? ) . 98 In the d a y  o f  Yah-

we h , t ha t great day o f  judgment when Ya hweh w i l l  exter-

m in a t e  the s inne rs f rom the  land , the grea t l i ghts  of  

the h e avens w i l l  not s h in e  s ymb o l i z ing the s e ve r i t y o f  

Yahwe h ' s  j udgmen t  ( 1 J : l O ) . 

Whe reas  the l a c k  o f  l ig h t  s ymbo l i z e s  j ud gme nt , the 

pre s e n c e  of l i gh t  s ymbo l i z e s  s alvat i on . Eve n  t hoUgh d ark -

ne s s  may cover the e arth , e a c h  person c a n  b e c ome a l ight 

and s h in e  b e c a u s e  the i r  l i gh t  of s a lva t i on ha s come  

( 6 0 : 1 ) .  Inde e d  the l ig h t  o f  s a lvat i o n  ha s c ome be caus e 

the s e rvant who was to  c ome to the Gent i l e s  has come in 



J e s u s  b r i ng ing l i g h t  t o  t h e  ne t i on s . Gen t i l e s  truly 

are c o rn i ng to the l i g h t  o f  Chr i s t  ( 60 : J ) .  
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PerhAps the pas s age wh i ch m o s t c le arly d e p i c t s  the 

s ymb o l i z at ion of l i g h t  as s alva t i on is 9 : 1 -7 .  Here 

s alva t i on a ppl i e s  t o  the pe o pl e  o f  Yahwe h s in c e  I s a iah 

s pe c i f i ca l ly ment i on e d  the lAnd s of Naphta l i  and Zebulon 

and the throne of Dav i d . Tho s e  who walk in darkne s s  

w i l l  s e e  a great l i g h t  and that l ight w i l l  s h ine on them . 

God  w i l l  break the y o ke o f  the i r  s lavery and take i t  

from the i r  s hould e rs a nd pla c e  i t  on the s houlde rs o f  

t h e  Me s s iah . The g ov e rnrr e n t  w i l l  re s t  on h i s  s hould ers 

and he w i l l  e s ta b l i s h  j u s t i c e  and righte ousne s s  in h i s  

k ingdom . Tha t j us t i ce w i l l  be l ight o f  the pe o ple s 

( 51 : 4 ) . That l igh t i s  equated w i th s alvat i o n : " My 

righte ousne s s  i s  n e ar , My s a lva t i on hA S gone f o r th "  

( 51 : 5 ) .  

Light i s  a s ymbo l  n o t  o n l y  o f  general salva t i on bu t 

a l s o  o f  ind i v i dual s al va t i on .  Th i s  s a lva t i on b e g i ns f o r  

e a ch ind i v i dual b y  WA l ki ng i n  t h e  l ight o f  Yahw e h  ( 2 : 5 ) .  

Ya hwe h  w i l l  e x te n d  th i s  l ight to the b l ind and w i l l  

turn the i r  de rkn e s s  i n t o  l i gh t . He w i l l  gu i d e  them . 

Salva t i on w i l l  c ome e ve n  t o  tho s e  who a re hand i ca pped . 

To tho s e  who m in i s te r  t o  the n e e d y-- the hungry , the 

homele s s , the nA ke d - - s alva t i on w i l l  break out w i th such 

force that pe o pl e  w i l l  s e e  it and glor i f y  God . In fa c t , 

the g l o r i f i cat i o n  o f  Y a hwe h w i l l  pro te c t  them . Those 

wh o s e  l ig h t  o f  s alva t i o n  s h in e s  a re t h o s e  who r e l e a s e  
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t h o s e  i n  b o nd a g e , re f rA in from blam ing and e v i l - s pe a k ing , 

a nd g iv e  o f  thems e lve s to  the n e e d y .  

One f ina l usage mus t  b e  c on s i d e re d . S om e t im e s 

" l igh t "  i s  p8 ral le l i n  m e a n i ng t o  " the founta in o f  l i fe . "  

Daho o d  a rgue s ,  the re f ore , that " to s e e  l igh t "  i s  t o  s e e 

God ' s  f a c e  i n  immorta l i ty .  Hen c e , in I s a iah 5 3 : 1 1 where 

I s a i a h  s a i d  c on c e rn i ng the s e rva nt : " As a re sul t o f  the 

angu i s h  of h i s  s oul , He w i ll s e e · i t and be s a t i s f i e d " ;  

the  S e ptuag i n t  and De ad S e a  s cr o l l s  s pe a k  o f  im�o rta l i ty 

for the  s u f f e r ing s e rvan t . 9 9 

The ma nne r in wh i ch I s a i ah u s e d  l l �  in conne c t i on 

w i th l �n , " darkne s s , 11 ( 9 � ,  " darkne s s , 1 1 and 9� 1:;) 9 ,  
" g l o orr , "  s hows tha t da rkne s s  i s  the o ppo s i te o f  l i gh t . 1 0 0  

Whe r ea s  l ig h t  s ymbo l i z e s  s alva t i on ,  d a rkne s s  s ymb o l i z e s  

j udgme nt ; whe re a s  l ight s y�b o l i z e s  bl e s s i ng and we l l -

b e ing , d arkne s s  s ymb o l i z e s  curs ing and ca l am i ty ; whe rea s  

l ig h t  s ymbo l i z e s  kn owledg e  o f  s a lva t i on , darkne s s  s ym -

b o l i z e s  ignoran c e ; whe re a s  l ig h t  s ymbo l i z e s  g o o dn e s s  and 

s i ght , d a rkne s s  s ymb o l i z e s  e v i l and b l indne s s . 

Some  pa s s a g e s  wh i ch m e n t ion d arkne s s  conta in a mean-

ing of  h i dd e nn e s s  o r  o f  s a lva t i on . In 45 : 3 Ya hwe h says 

tha t he  w i l l  g ive Cyrus " trea s ure s of  d a rkne s s "  wh i ch 

are  i n t e r pre te d i n  the  n e x t  phras e  as " a h i d d e n  wealth 

of s e cre t pla c e s . "  In 4 7 : 5  Ya hwe h i n s tru c t s  Ba bylon to 

go i n t o  h i d ing b e cau s e her na ke dn e s s  w i l l  b e  unc overed 

f o r  not s h ow ing mercy t o  I s ra e l . In 45 : 1 9  Ya hwe h used  

t h e  nega t ive a s pe c t  o f  h i d d e nne s s . By s a y ing , " I  have 
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n o t  s po ke n  i n  s e cre t , in s om e  d ark land , "  he  was d e c lar­

i ng to h i s  pe o pl e  that when h e  s a i d  " Se e k  me " h e  s po ke 

o pe nl y , n o t  i n  a h i d ing pla ce or s ome d i s ta n t  land  where 

the y c ould n o t  h e ar h i m . 

In a day o f  s a lva t i on Ya hwe h  S 8 YS to h i s  pe o pl e , 

" Sh ow your s e lve s . "  He then prom i s e s  to  prov i d e  f o r  them 

and lead them ( 49 : 9 -1 0 ) .  Although da rkne s s  abound s , 

anyone who f e ars Yahwe h and obe ys the v o i c e  o f  h i s  s e r­

vant w i l l  e n j o y  the l ight o f  Yahwe h ( 5 0 : 1 0 ;  6 0 : 2 ) .  The 

s e rvan t  11-T i l l  re l e a s e  t h o s e  who s i t  i n  da.rkn e s s  i n  pr i s o n  

a n d  w i l l  re s tore s ight to tho s e  w h o  l ive i n  g l o om and 

d a rkne s s  b e c a u s e  of b l i nd ne s s . 

The u l t ima te c o nf l i c t  be twe en the d a rkne s s  o f  me n ' s  

s in s  and the l ig h t  o f  Ya hwe h ' s  s alva t i on appe a rs i n  7 : 1 -

9 & 7 . To t h o s e  who consult m e d i um s  and s pi r i t s  rather 

than G o d , t o  t ho s e  who l o o k  to the e arth f or s al vat i on , 

there i s  o n l y  d a rkne s s  and the g l o om o f  angu i s h . How­

eve r , Y a hweh provid ed a s ign a nd a prom i s e ; the s i gn was 

Imm a nue l ,  the pro m i s e  was a s on wh o would b e  b o rn . 

In the prov i s i on o f  th i s  s ign an d th i s  prom i s e  Ya h ­

we h i s  contend i ng w i th t h e  d a rkne s s  o f  s in throug h  the 

l ive s o f  two c h i l d re n . In the l ife o f  the _  f i rs t , ·  a s ign 

o f  Ya.hwe h ' s  d e l i ve ra n c e  and a wa rn i ng of h i s  judgment 

wa s prov id e d .  Y e t i n  the m id s t  of the d arkne s s  o f  ex i l e  

f o r  the pe o pl e  o f  n o r t h e rn I s r8 e l , a.n o t h e r  l ig h t  w i l l  

s h in e  i n  t h e  l i fe o f  a s on who w i l l  e s ta b l i s h  a nd up­

h o l d  jus t i c e  and r i ghte ousn e s s . In the pro ph e c y  o f  
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I s a i ah the prom i s e  grew ou t of t he s i gn be cau s e  the prom ­

i s e  was the an swe r t o  ex i l e . 

Al though the  s ign and the prom i s e  s poke o f  two 

d i s t in c t  c h i ldren , one pre s e n t  a nd one future , in the  

the o l ogy o f  the New Te s tarr e n t  the  rea l i ty o f  the forme r 

s ign wa s ful f i ll e d  in the r e a l i t y o f  the ful f i l l e d  pro� ­

i s e . The l ight tha t s ho n e  through the  s ign i n  the t ime 

o f  Aha z s hone aga i n  i n  a d i f f e re n t  wa y i n  Ma tthew ' s  t im e . 

Darkne s s  a nd g l o om f o l l ow i n  the  wake o f  the ful f i l l ­

m e n t  o f  the pro ph e cy to wh i ch the  s ign b o re w i tn e s s . 

The k ingdom o f  I s ra e l  we s d e f e a t e d  and i ts pe o pl e  s e n t  

i n t o  t h e  g l o om o f  ex i le . I t  i s  t h i s  d arkn e s s  wh i ch the 

fulf i l lment o f  the  prom i s e  would d i s pe l . I t  i s  th i s  

darkne s s  wh i ch l inks the  s i gn and the prorr i s e - - Irnrra nue l 

and the  pr i n c e  o f  pea c e . The re f o re , a n  a nal ys i s  o f  the 

s ign and i t s  ful f i llrrent a s  w e l l  a s  an a nalys i s  of the 

prom i s e  and i t s  ful f i l l m e n t  i s  n e c e s s ary in o rd e r  to 

d e t e rm in e  the manner in w h i ch Y a hwe h overcame  t he d a rk­

n e s s  o f mank ind . Such an ana l y s i s  i s  n e c e s sary b e cause 

of  the fun c t i on wh i c h  the  s i gn a nd the  prom i s e  pla yed i n  

Mat th e w ' s  v i ew o f  Je s u s . The b e g i nn ing o f  t h e  s ign 

( I s . 7 : 1 4 )  and the b e g inning o f  the prom i s e  ( I s . 9 : 1 -2 )  

are u s e d  b y  Matthew ( � t . 1 : 2 3 ;  4 : 1 5 - 1 6 )  to ve r i fy Je sus  

a s  the  M e s s i ah , the l ig h t  tha t d a wned u pon the  pe o ple 

who dwe l l  i n  d a rkne s s . 

When Ahaz , k ing o f  Juda h ,  who  had s a cr i f i ce d  to 

Ba::1l and the  god of DRma. s cus a nd h a d  m R d e  h i s  s on PA S S  
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th rough the f i re ( I I Ch . 2 8 ) ,  wa s a fra i d  of  a thr e a t en-

i ng a tt a c k  b y  Syr i a  and I s rae l , Ya hwe h , through I s a i ah ,  

s a i d , " I t s h a l l  no t ha ppe n; but b e ca us e  you w i l l  n o t  be -

l i eve , a s k  a s ign . "  Whe n Aha z  refus e d , Yahwe h g a ve h im 

a s ign t o  d i s pe l  the d a rkne s s  o f  h i s  f e a r : 

B e h o ld , a v i rg in w i l l  be w i t h  c h i ld and b e a r  
a s on , a n d  s h e  w i l l  c a ll H i s  name Imrr:a nue l .  
He w i l l  e a t  curd s and hone y a t  the t i� e  He 
knows e nough to re fus e e v i l  and choo s e  g o o d . 
For b e f o re the  boy w i ll know e nough t o  re fus e 
e v i l  and c ho o s e  good , the l a nd who s e  two 
k in g s  you d re a d  w i l l  be fors aken ( 7 : 1 4 -1 6 ) .  

Th e  problem o f  t h i s  pa s s a g e  a r i s e s i n  the q ue s t i on : 

" When wa s th i s  s i gn fulf i l l e d ? "  The problem WA S furth e r  

com pl i ca te d  b y  Ka tthew when h e  a ppl i e d  v e r s e  f ourteen 

t o  the b i rth o f  J e sus . He rbe r t  Wol f  f i nd s the answe r in  

cha pte r  e ig h t . He  f i rs t  n o t e s  tha t " Be hold , a v i rg in 

w i l l  b e  w i th c h i ld and b e e r  a s o n "  i s  B " s to c k  f ormula "  

u t t e r e d  a t  a m a rr i ag e  t o  pre d i c t  tha t the b r i d e  would 

b e a r  o f f s pr in g . 1 0 1 In the a n c i ent t e x t s  i t  a p pe a rs i n  

t h e  s t o ry o f  N ikke l e nd t h e  K� th i ra t . 1 0 2 

The word tr� m s l a t e d  " v i rg in "  i s  \\0(� . W o l f  no t e s  
-r :. -

tha t i t  a ppe a r s  i n  s to r i e s  whe re marr i ag e  i s  a l s o  imm i -

nent . Reb e ka h  i s  one such e x a m pl e . I f  "ilD'?y re f e rs t o  v '. -
a young woman , R v i rg in , s o on t o  b e  m9.rr i e d  a n d  the 

announ c e m e n t  of 7 : 1 4  wa s s poken b e f ore the m a rr i a ge , 

where i s  the  m a rr i ag e ? 1 0 3  

W o l f  i d e nt i f i e s  the s o lut i on i n  c h a pter e ig h t . 

When a l e g a l  a c t , such a s  a m a rr i a g e , take s pla c e , thre e 

lega l e le m e n t s  a re n e c e s s a ry : 1 )  the wr i t i ng o f  the 



d e e d  i n  two c o pi e s , one s e a le d  ( 0 1nn )  8 nd o n e  o pe n  - :  
< l i ·1 r � ) ,  2 )  the s e al i ng of the one c o py , a n d  J )  the 

a c qu i s i t i on o f  w i tne s s e s . 1 04 In 8 : 1 I s a i a h  wa s c o m -
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., 1· 1 17 .1 mende d  to ta ke a � � a nd wr i te a wa rn ing o f  jud gme n t  

o n  i t . In t h i s  a c t  W o l f  s e e s  t h e  fulf i llment o f  t h e  

f ir s t  s te p . 1 05 The s e cond s te p  i s  ful f i l le d  i n  ve rs e 

s ix t e en where Yahwe h ins tru c t e d  h i m  to  b in d  the te s t i ­

�ony and s e a l  < D inn ) the t e a ch ing among h i s  d i s c i pl e s . 1 06 
-; 

The th i rd s t e p  i s  f ound i n  v e r s e  two where Yahweh s a id 

tha t he would take " fA i thful w i tne s s e s " - - Ur i A h  the pri e s t  

and Z e ch a ri ah the s on o f  Jebere c h i a h . 1 0 7 

Th i s  the o ry i s  e nhan c e d  b y  I s a i a h ' s  remark in ve rse 

e i gh t e e n  tha t h i s  l i fe a � d  the  l ive s o f  h i s  c h i l d ren 

are f o r  " s i gns and wond e rs " i n  I s ra e l  from Y a hwe h . The 

word f o r  " s igns " i s  Jl i.f}� wh i c h  i s  A ls o  the wo rd u s e d  

i n  7 : 1 4  where Yahweh g a ve Aha z a s i gn (fl i � ) . The i r  

l ive s be i ng the ful f i l lm e n t  o f  t h i s  " s i gn "  would make 

them s i gns . £h i s  s ta t ement in v e r s e  e i �h t e e n  would 

a l s o  i nd i cate tha t the teach in� tha t wa s to  be s ea l e d 

was t ha t o f  Mahe r - s hala l -h a s h -ba 7 ,  the  j udg�e n t  o f  S yr i a  

a n d  I s ra e l , wh i ch wa s the s ame a s  t h e  rem a i nd e r  o f  the 

s i gn in 7 : 1 5 -1 6 .  I t  i s  the thre a t  o f  t h i s  nam e tha t 

would r e sult in the angu i s h  a n d  d arkne s s  i n  I s ra e l  

m e n t i on e d  i n  8 : 2 1 -2 2 . 1 08 

I t  i s  a t  th i s  po i n t  t ha t th i s  s ign i s  conn e c t e d  

w i t h the m o t i f s  o f  d a rkne s s  a n d  l i g h t . In fa c t , 8 : 1 9- 2 1  

s e rve s a s  a fulcrum be twe e n  the  s i gn a nd t h e  prom i s e . 



1 2 9 

The s ign b r i n g s  the d A rkne s s  and the gl oorr u pon t h e  lA � d  

o f  l s ra e l be c a u s e the pe o pl e  c o n s u l t e d  med iums a n d  s p i r -

i t i s t s ra ther t h a n  God . Howeve r , on the o th e r  s id e  o f  

the d A rkne s s  and g l o om i s  the l ight o f  t he prom i s e . 

An o t h e r  i n t e re s t ing e l e m e n t  i n  8 : 1 6 i s  the pre s e n c e  

o f  il i ;'J � .f.l .  Th i s  w o r d  i s  tr�Cm s l a te d  " t e s t im on y " a n d  T � 
re f e r s  to the lega l t ra n s a c t i on i l lus tra ted in Ru th 4 

in wh i c h  o n e  s a nd a l  i s  removed t o  c on f i r� the t ra n s a c -

t i o n  o f  Boa z ' s  purcha s e  o f  Hu th in the pre s e n c e  o f  w i t -

n e s s e s . I s a i a h  8 : 1 6  a n d  2 0  a re the only o th e r  place s 

i t  i s  f ound in t h e  Old  �e s ta m en t . 1 09 

Cons e q u e n tl y , i f  8 : 1 - 2 are v i e w e d  a s  a m A rr i a ge , t h e  

tra n s i t i o n  t o  8 : 3 i s  e x pe c te d , s i n c e  t he consurrma t i on 

of the m a rr i a ge is u s ua l l y d e s c r i b e d  s o on a f t e r  the 

we d d i n� . Such e x a rr pl e s  wou l d  be f ound in ho s e a  1 : J  and 

Ru th 4 : 1 J . The s te t e m e n t  of I s a i a h ' s  " a pproA c h i ng "  the 

pro ph e t e s s  par8 l le l s  the s tR te:T' e n t  tha t Boa z "we n t  in t o " 

Ru th who b e ca rn e  pregn a n t  and bore a s o n . I t  s hould be 

n o t e d  th8 t Akka d i a n  law s ta t e d  tha t a rr a r r i ag e  c o n tra c t  

wa s va l i d a t e d  when t h e  w i f e  ha d s exua l re l a t i on s  w i th 

her hushand .
1 1 ° Co n c e rn i ng the c o n fl i c t  of be i ng a v t r ­

g i n  2 n d  g i v ing b ir t h  t o  P s on , the  v e rb J. J 1? ,  " to a p-

pro0 ch , t o  d ra w  ne A r , "  when u s e d  in the s e xu8 l s e n s e , 

usua l l y  re f e r s  t o  t h �  i n i t i a l  rr a r i t A l  a c t  o f  i n t e r-

1 1 1  c ours e . 

Co n c e rn i ng t h e  probl e �  o f  the two na rr e s , W o l f  c i t e s  

o t her s i tua t i o n s  whe re m o re t h a n  o n e  n a m e  wa s g i ve n to 
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a c h i ld . 1 1 2  W o l f  s e e s  a l i m i te d  i d ent i f i cA t i on o f  the 

two nam e s  in 8 : 8 ,  at the  e nd of the Mahe r - s hala l -hP. s h -

b a z  pa s s age , when t h e  l 8 nd of  Judah i s  m e n t i on e d  a s  

" your land , 0 Immanue l . 11 He re Immanue l s e em s  t o  be 

pre s en t  whe re a s  in 7 : 1 4  he  ha d n o t  y e t  b e e n  born . The 

a ppea ra nc e  of the word s ? 'rl � J �� i n  8 : 1 0  i s  n o t  a s  a 

nAme but a s  an a s sura n c e  t hA t 11 God  i s  w i th us . "  'l'he re -

f o r e , a s  the s ign ind i ca te d , the m o t h e r  na m e d  t h e  ch i l d  

Immanue l ,  whe re a s  I s a iah n A m e d  h im Ka he r - s ha l a l -ha s h ­

baz , 1 1 3  f o r  t h e  pe o pl e  o f  I s r� e l  would be " d r iv e n  awa y 

i n t o  d A rkne s s . "  

Howeve r ,  the d a rkne s s  w i l l  n o t  re�a i n . I s ra e l  w i l l  

s e e  a g re a t  l ight a ga in b e c a u s e  a s on w i ll b e  b orn who 

w i l l  take  u pon h i s  s hould e rs t h e  g overnme n t  o f  I s rae l .  

He w i l l  e s tabl i s h  r ig h t e ousne s s  and j us t i c e . He w i l l 

b r i ng pea c e . In t h e  l ight of  the above i n t e rpre ta t i on 

o f  7 : 1 -8 : 2 2 ,  h e re i s  the prom i s e  o f  ano ther s on who w i l l  

t e  born . H e  w i l l  have t h e  c h a ra c te r  o f  God , b e cause h i s  

name  ( the d e s cr i pt i on o f  h i s  name ) w i l l  b e  '' Wonde rful 

Couns e l o r , r� ighty God , Eve r l A s t i ng: F8 ther , Pri n c e  of 

Pe a c e . "  The m o s t  gl o r i ou s  pa r t  o f  the prom i s e i s  that 

the z e A l  of Ya hwe h, who i s  and who c re 8 t e s, w i l l  d o  th i s . 

I t  i s  not  unusua l ,  then , t h a t  �A t t hew u s e d  the 

s ign of 7 : 1 4  in a ppl i c a t i on t o  J e s u s  b e cau s e  Ya hwe h ha d 

prom i s e d  ano ther s on . 'I'he m e a n i ng o f  nQ(�  i n  7 : 1 4 mus t 

i n c lu d e  b o th " young woma n "  a n d  " v i rg in . "  In 7 : 1. 4  she  

wa s an unma rri e d  young- vJOrnAn a s  t h e  " s t o c k  f o rmula " would 
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ind i ca te . There f ore , s h e  wa s a v irg in a t  the t im e  o f  

the g iv i ng o f  the s i gn . A t  the t im e  o f  the b i rth o f  

t h e  s on ,  howeve r , s h e  wa s n o t  a v i rg i n  b e ca u s e  I s a i ah 

ha d a l re a d y  " a pproach e d '' her . The re fore , Cyrus G ordon 

c o n c lud e s  thA t 

the v i rg in i ty o f  Ma ry i n  Matthew d o e s  n o t  
d e pend u pon I s a  7 : 1 4  but i s  e x pl i c i t l y  s �a te d  
i n  Matt 1 : 1 8 - 2 5 . Tho s e  who he A rd t h e  pro ph e t  
would n o t  h a ve a nt i c i pa t e d  a IT i ra c l e . Tho s e  
wh o re r �4 �a t t h e w  c a nnot e s ca pe a m i ra culous 
b i rt h . 

La. t e r  i n  I s a i a h  t h i s  s on b e c o m e s  the s e rva n t  o f  

Y ahwe h wh o w i l l b e c o m e  a " l ig h t  o f  t h e  nB t i on s " ( 4 2 : 6 )  

a nd a " l ight  t o  the na t i on s " ( 4 9 : 6 ) . In a na l yz i ng 

c h a pters  4 2 - 4 5  G o l d inga y c onc lud e s  tha t the r o l e  o f  t h e  

s e rva n t  C B nno t b e  ful f i l l e d  by I s ra e l  b e cau s e  I s ra e l  i s  

full o f  d arkne s s - - in jus t i c e --whe reas t h e  s e rvant w i l l  

e s tab l i s h j us t i ce . 1 1 5  Be caus e t h e  m i n i s try o f  t h e  s er-

van t - - to e s tabl i s h  j u s t i ce and r ighte ousne s s - - i s  the 

same a s  t h e  tas k  o f  the pr i n c e  o f  pe a c e , the two c an 

b e  e q ua te d . Als o , b o th the s e rva nt and the pri n c e  were 

t he ins trun e n t s  o f  l ight t o  the world . In them Yahweh 

wa s c on o u e r ing the d arkne s s  of the world . Th e rn o re 

d e ta i l e d  d e s cr i pt i o n  o f  t � e  s e rvan t ' s  work in c hB pter 

5 3 revea l s  tha t Ya hwe h w i l l jus t i fy many through h i s  

s e rvan t . Con s e a ue n t l y , the s e rvant a i d e d  Yahwe h in h i s  

c on f l i c t w i t h d a rkne s s  by d y i ng f o r  t h e  s in s  o f  mBny . 

Al t h ough Ya hw e h  c ould n o t  b e  v i ewed a s  d e t hroned 

a c c o rd ing to the v i s i on of I s a i a h , Yahw e h  d o e s e n l i s t  

the s e rvant t o  a i d i n  t h e  ove r throw o f  d arkne s s . By 
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taking u pon h im s e l f  the gr i e f s  and s o rrows of mankind 

a n d  by d y ing f o r  the  s in s  o f  mank ind , the s e rva nt en­

dured t h e  derkn e s s  of s u f f e r i ng; i n  ord e r  to br ing the 

l ight of jus t i f i ca t i on to mankind . Yahwe h ,  i n  re turn 

f o r  the  s e rvant ' s  b e a r ing the  d a rkne s s  of m ankind , w i ll 

vind i ca t e  h im a nd pro l ong h i s  d a y s  s o  tha t he �ay s e e  

the r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  d e a th . 

Al though I s a i a h  d i d n o t  e quate  the s ign and the 

prom i s e , Matthew broug h t  the s i gn , the prom i s e  and the 

s e rvant toge ther in the same pers on , J e sus . Th i s  i s  

e v i d en t  i n  the r e a ppl i c a t i on o f  the Imma nue l pro ph e c y , 

the pri n c e  o f  pe a c e  pro phe cy , a n d  the f i rs t s e rvan t 

s ong . I n  d o i ng t h i s , Ma tthew i d e n t i f i e d  J e su s  a s  the 

s urroga t e  through whom Ya hweh mean t  to win the v i c tory 

over the  darkne s s  o f  man k ind . 

Al though the >-10rld  i s  f i l l e d w i th da.rkne s s  b e ca u s e  

o f  s in a nd i gn o ra nc e , I sa i a h  pro c la im e d  that Y a hweh i s  

working t o  br ing l ig h t  i n t o  the  world s o  tha t pe o ple 

ma y be s ave d . Th i s  m o t i f  o f  salva t i on pre pa re s  the way 

f o r  c o n s i d e r i ng the theme  o f  the  nex� thre e c h a pters-­

re lat i ons h i p ,  re la t i o ns h i p  broken and re la t i on s h i p  

re d e eme d . 
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CHAPTER F I VE 

THE CREATIVE RELA T I ONSHI P 

S o  fa r Yahwe h ' s  c re a t i ve work has b e e n  ana l yz e d . 

He c re a t e s  n e w  things , h e  f or�s , he ma ke s , he  e s tab­

l i s he s . He c re a t e s  b y  the pow e r  o f  h i s  word and through 

the a g e nc y  o f  h i s  S pi ri t . In cre a t ing Yahweh wa s n o t  

i nvolv e d  i n  a n  e te rna l c o nf l i c t  vl i th c ha o t i c  f o r ce s ; but , 

h e  wa s invo lved i n  a re d em pt ive rela t i onsh i p  w i th a pe o ­

ple wh i c h he c h o s e  to  d e c lare h i s  naF. e  t o  the world . 

Th i s  ul t e r i o r  pur po s e  o f  c re a t i on , t h e  re la t i on ­

s h i p  b e twe e n  Yahwe h a nd man , i s  the t o p i c  f or c on s i d -

e ra t i on i n  th i s  c ha pte r .  In s pe a k ing o f  Yahwe h ' s  c re a-

t ive a c t iv i t i e s  in the  b e g i nn i ng o f  t im e , I s a i a h  s po ke 

o f  h i s  trans c e n d e n c e ; howeve r , i n  the s a m e  bre a t h  he 

imme d i at e l y  tran s l a t e d  Yahweh ' s  awe -f i l l in g  t ra n s cend ­

e n c e  i n t o  h i s  t e n d e r  c on c e rn . 1 A s  n o t e d  e a rl i e r , the 

creat ive a c t i v i t y  o f  Yahw e h  i s  a lway s  ex pre s s e d  in c on­

n e c t i on w i th h i s  red empt ive c on c e rn f or m a nkind . 

Th i s  theme  of re l a t i o n s h i p  i s  e x pr e s s e d  q u i te 

c l e a rl y  i n  s everal wa y s  i n  the G e ne s i s a c c oun t 6 f  cre a ­

t i on . The f i rs t  ind i ca t i on o f  th i s  r e l a t i ons h i p  wa s the  

c on c e pt of  God ' s  image . God d e s i r e d  to  c re a t e s omeone 

in h i s  own image , a f te r  h i s  own l ikene s s . The re f ore , 

1 4 0 
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2 he c r e a t e d  the  human crea ture , male and f emale . La ter , 

i n  chapt e r  two the hum a n  c re a ture exh i b i t s  a r e la t i on -

s h i p  w i th the  animals  wh i ch h e  name s . God ob s e rve d 

tha t i t  wa s n o t  good  for the human crea ture t o  be a l one 

and so he  c r e a t e d  a he l pme te w i th whom to e n t e r  i n t o  

r e la t ions h i p .  G od b rough t  the  two human c rea ture s t o -

g e t h e r  t o  i n s t i tute the  re l a t i on s h i p  o f  ma rr i ag e . I n  

c h a p t e r  thre e G o d  pa r t i c i pa te d  i n  a rela t i ons h i p  w i t h  

man in tha t h e  c ommuned w i th h im e a c h  day . 

Th i s  theme o f  re la t i ons h i p  i s  the whol e  e m pha s i s  

o f  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  I s a i ah , t h a t  i s , Yahwe h ' s  re la t i on s h i p  

w i th h i s  pe o pl e  I s ra e l and t h e  whole world . In ord e r  

to d emons tra t e  t h i s  theme I s a i a h  u s e d  t h e  mo t i f s  o f  

re l a t i on s h i p  in var y i ng d egre e s . For e xa� ple , I s a iah 

d id not  use " the i mage of God " m o t i f  at a l l , a l th ough 

he a ppl i e d  " l i ke ne s s " to Yahwe h in s ev e ral pa s s ag e s  

c onne c t e d  w i th i dolatry ( s e e  c ha pt e r  4 ) . Als o he  u s e d  

the  m o t i f  o f  nam ing q u i t e  h e av i l y  ( s e e  cha pte r  3 ) , a s  

w e l l  a s  the f un c t i on i ng o f  h i s  "bre a t h "  o r  " s pi r i t "  

( s e e  chapt e r  3 ) .  

Thr e e  mo t i f s  wh i ch re f l e c t  t he t heme o f  re l a t ion-

s h i p  w i l l  b e  d i s cu s s ed in t h i s  c ha pte r  on the c r e a t ive 

r e l a t i o ns h i p :  1 )  fa th e r , 2 )  marr i ag e  and 3 ) re s t .  

Fa t h e r  

I n  o rd e r  t o  und e r s tand Yahw e h  a s  " fa th e r "  C:l.� ) ,  T 
Yahwe h ' s  a ppl i c a t i on o f  t h i s  t e rrr t o  o th e r s  mus t b e  
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analyz e d . Yahwe h a ppl i e d  J.. }t t o  thre e pe o pl e  i n  I s rae l ' s  ., 
pas t : 1 )  Dav i d , 2 )  Abra ham and 3 )  Jacob . In s pe ak i ng 

to He z e ki a h  c o n c e rn ing h i s  i llne s s , Yahw e h  i d e nt i f i e d  

Dav i d  a.s He z e l� iah ' s  fathe r . Be cause  Yahwe h h ea rd He z e -

k i ah ' s  pra ye r and b e c aus e h e  C B l l e d  Dav i d  h i s  fathe r , h e  

was a c knowle d g ing He z e ki a h ' s  righte ousne s s  i n  t h e  s am e  

w a y  tha t h e  h a d  a c knowledged Dav i d ' s  r ighte ousne c: s . 

E l s e wh e re , Ya hwe h s ay s  t ha t a l t h ough the pe o pl e  call 

u pon h im h e  w i l l  not a nswe r b e c aus e the y a re s inful 

( 1 : 1 0 -1 5 ;  5 8 : 1 -5 ) . In 5 H : 9  Yahwe h de c lare s t o  t h o s e  

who a c t  r i gh t e ou s l y  i n  s e rv i c e  ana l ove t o  o t h e r s  that 

when the y ca l le d  he would answe r .  The re fore , r ighte ous -

n e s s  i s  a chara c t e ri s t i c  o f  b e i ng a fathe r .  

Righ t e ousne s s  i s  al s o  a c hara c te r i s t i c  o f  f ather-

hood drawn f rom the  l i fe of Abraham . Yahw e h  c o mma nd s  

tho s e  who purs u e  r i g h t e ousne s s  t o  take Abraham a.s the i r  

exampl e . Abra ha� c o u pl e d  h i s  r ighteousne s s  w i th abed -

i e n c e . Whe n  Yahweh ca l l e d  h i m , h e  obe y e d  and wa s there -

f ore b l e s s ed and mul t i pl i e d . Yahweh w i l l  comfort Z i on 

but c ha l l e ng e s  Judah t o  pa y a tt e n t i on t o  the c om i ng of 

h i s  r i gh t e ou sn e s s and s a lva t i on ( 51 : 5 ) . Con c e rn ing 

e a rthly f athe rho o d , a s e c ond cha ra c t e r i s t i c i s  o b e d i e nc e . 

Th i s  obed i e n c e  i s  in r e s pon s e  to  God ' s  r ighte ousne s s  

and s a.l  v a t  i on . 

Yahwe h ' s  r e s po n s e  t o  the  obe d ie n c e  o f  h i s  pe o ple 

i s  re f l e c t iv e  o f  h i s  r e s pon s e  to  J a c ob the i r  fa t he r . 

I f  the y d e s i s t  f ro� g o i ng the i r  own wa y jus t l ike Ja cob , 



then h e  w i l l  g i ve t h e m  the  s a m e  inhe r i tance tha t h e  

g ave t o  Jq c ob , a l a nd a nd a f am i l y . 

1 4 3 

Ea c h  o f  the s e  thre e m e n  w s s i l l  u s  trB t i  ve o f  anoth ­

e r  q ua l i ty o f  f a t h e rh o o d  exh ib i ted b y  Yahwe h , tran s c end ­

e nc e . �h e y  w e re f a thers  by exam pl e  but the y were far 

removed in t ime f rom the i r  d e s ce ndant s , the liebrews of 

I s a iah ' s  t im e . Yahweh a l s o  e x h ib i ts trans cendence to 

h i s  pe o pl e  s in c e  h e  is  not t o  b e  q ue s t i oned be caus e he 

is the i r  �a ke r ( 4 5 : 9 -1 0 ) . In t h e  same wa y that a ch ild 

d o e s  n o t  s s y  t o  h i s  fa the r " Wha t a re you beg e t t ing ? "  s o  

man s hould n o t  q uarre l w i th h i s  make r .  I t  s hould be 

n o t e d , h oweve r , that in the ve ry next  vers e s  �ahwe h 

used  h i s  t ra ns c e nd e nce  t o  s ub s tant ia te h i s  c ontrol o f  

h i s tory a n d  l a y  a ba s i s  f or h o pe in the  imm inence of  

h i s  s a lva t i on for h i s  pe o pl e , 3 

The conc lus i on o f  t he d i s cu s s i o n  of fathe rhood in 

t h e  v i s i on of I s a i ah come s in the c l o s ing cha pt e r s  whe n  

t h e  pe o pl e  a c knowl e dg e  t o  Yahwe h ,  " You a re our fa the r "  

( 6 J : 1 6 ; 6 4 : 8 ) .  I t  i s  t h e  a pp9 rent contra d i c t i on b e twe e n  

Ya hwe h ' s  t ran s ce nd e n c e  and h i s  i m�ane n c e  wh i ch prompted 

them t o  a cknowl e dg e  Yahw e h  a s  the i r  f a the r .  Abraham 

and I s ra e l  ( Ja c ob ) do n o t  know them . Eve n  though the y 

are f a thers  b y  e xa� pl e , the y canno t e n t e r  into the ir 

pre s e nt d i ff i cu l t i e s .  On the  o t h e r  hand , Ya hwe h  ha s 

s h own tha t h e  can a nd w i l l  b e come inv olved in the i r  

problems b e c au s e  h e  i s  t h e i r  r e d e e rr. e r  from o f  old . Be ­

ca u s e  he ha s re d e em e d  t h e �  i n  t h e  pa s t , I s ra e l  pro c la im e d  



1 44 

that Yahwe h i s  the  one who mad e  the m  and mo l d s  t h e m - ­

they a re t he c l a y  and h e  i s  t h e  po t t er ( 64 : 8 ) . 

Th i s  imag e  o f  making I s ra e l  d raws the image o f  

mo the rho o d  i n t o  f o cu s  a t  two po ints  i n  the v i s i on o f  

I s a i a h  ( 46 : 3 - 4  and 6 6 : 1 2 -l J ) .  In 46 : 3 - 4  Yahw e h  d e pi ct s  

h i m s e l f  a s  the  pregnan t woman who b o r e  t h e  c h i l d  I s ra e l 

and gave b i r t h  t o  h i m . He carr i e d  I s ra e l  f rom the  

womb . Be c au s e  o f  t h i s  h e  w i l l  b e a r  them a n d  d e l iver 

them un t i l  t h e y  d i e . In 6 6 : 1 2 -1 3 Yahwe h ' s  c a r i ng for 

I s ra e l  is  i l lus tra t e d  by the c omfort a moth e r  g iv e s he r 

c h i l d  whe n s h e  nur s e s  h i m , carr i e s  h i m  and pla ys w i th 

h im ( c f .  4 9  : 1 4- 1 5 )  . 

Not only i s  Yahwe h the f a ther o f  h i s  pe o pl e  but the 

s on who would be b o rn , a c co rd ing t o  9 : 6 ,  would b e a r  a 

na_me wh i ch would i n c lude the t i tl e  " Eve rlas t i ng Fa ther . "  

The f ir s t  po s s i b l e  i n t er pre ta t i on i s  tha t t h i s  c h i ld 

would i n  s om e  way b e  G o d , the one who i s  e te rnal and who 

i s  the  f a t h e r  of mank i nd . Perhaps t h i s i s  what J e sus 

real i z e d  when he s a i d , " I  and the father are one " ( Jn . 

1 0 : 30 ) .  The s e c o n d  part o f  the name , " lVlighty G o d , "  

t e nds t o  suppo r t  th i s  v i ew . The s e c ond interpre ta t ion 

i s  that t h i s  pe r s on would c on s i s tently e x hi b i t  t h e  

q ua l i t i e s  o f  fathe rho o d - - r ig h t e ousn e s s , s alva t i ci n  and 

b l e s s i ng - -wh i ch Yahwe h h im s e l f  had d e m on s tra t e d  t o  h i s  

pe o pl e . Th i s  J e s us d i d . He n o t  only e x h ib i te d  t h e  

h e aven l y  t ra i ts - - r i gh t e ousne s s , s a lvat i on and b l e s s ing- ­

but h e  a l s o  e x h i b i t e d  the e a rthly tra i ts o f  f a the rhood - -
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obe d i e n c e  t o  God a nd s e l f - s n c r i f i c e . Both o f  t h e s e  

i nt e r pre ta t i on s  c ouln b e  c o rre c t . 

Husb2nd 

Y a hw e h  i s  not onl y d e s c r ibe d a s  a f a t he r ,  but he is  

a l s o  c a l l e d  a husband  wh i ch br ings into the d i s cu s s i on 

the mo t i f  o f  marr i a g e . I s a i a h  4 : 1 i l lurr ina t e s  t h e  m e an ­

i ng o f  2 6 : 1 ) . In 4 : 1 s ev e n  w o� e n  d e s i re t o  marry one 

man so that they c a n  b e  ca l l e d  b y  h i s  name . In 2 6 : 1 )  

I s ra e l  confe s s e d  tha t a l t h ough th e y  h a d b e e n  rul e d  b y  

o the r ma s te rs the y c onf e s s  Ya hwe h ' s  na � e . The y  a r e  a c -

know l e d g i ng tha t t h e y  a re j o in e d  tog e th e r  w i t h  Ya hwe h in 

a c ov e na n t  r e l a t i on s h i p ,  w i t h  Yahweh a c t ing a s  the hus -

band who provi d e s  the nam e  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i on s h i p .  

In cha pt e r  5l.j where Yahwe h i s  ca l l e d  ? '1_ ::.J.. , " hus -

bl'md , "  of I s rae l , I s a  i a.h m a d e  a c o m pa r i s on b e twe en the 

ba.rren wornan and the marr i e d  woman . The b arren woman 

r� pre s ents  the Gent i l e  na t i ons who , b e caus P of t h e i r  

s pi r i tua l d a rkne s s , h a d  n o  c h i ld ren w h o  wors h i ppe d  

lahwe h . 4 The ma rr i e d  woman re pr e s e nts  I s rae l who had  

b e en f ors a ke n  1 1 l ike q w i fe of  one ' s  youth 'i'rhe n  she  i s  

re j e c t e d '' ( 5Lj : 6 )  but ha s now r e c e i ve d  c om pa s s i on f rom 

h e r  hus b a nd , Ya hwe h .  5 

The prom i s e  o f  nu�e rous s o n s  i n  54 : 1  i s  a re sult 

of the a t o n i n g  work o f  the s e rv a n t  e x pre s s e d  i n  c hapter 

5 3 . The s pi r i tua l s ons of t h e  Gen t i l e  nat i on s  who 

would wors h i p  Ya hwe h woul d b e  far �re a t e r  than the sons 
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o f  the marr i e d  woman , I s rae 1 . 6 The re sult  o f  t h i s  g reat 

s pi r i tual rev i val woul d  be that the t e n t  o f  the barren 

woman would have t o  b e  e nl a rg e d  b e c a u s e  of all of h e r  

c h i l dren . 

Although Ya hwe h ha d be e n  a ngry w i t h  I srae l  h i s  w i f e  

i n  t h e  pa s t , he  s w e a r s  an o a th a s  powe rful a s  the oath 

he swore i n  the d a y s  o f  Noa h  n o t  t o  b e  angry w i t h  h e r  

aga i n . Ins te a d , h e  w i ll e s ta bl i sh h e r  l i ke a bu i l ding 

and ad orn h e r  w i th b e au t i ful s tone s .  l•!ac Ra e  s e e s  t h i s  

a s  a f igura t ive pi c ture o f  t h e  fol lowe r s  o f  t h e  s e rvant 

o f  Yahweh j o i n e d  t oge ther in one body a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  

Ephe s ians 2 : 1 1 -2 2  where Chr i s t  i s  the c h i e f  c o rn e r ­

s tone . ? Thi s  bu i l d i ng , o r  bod y o f  f o l l owers o f  Yahwe h , 

w i ll be a plac e  where t he i r  s on s  w i ll be taug h t . There -

f ore , i n  t h i s  pa s s ag e  o f  s cr i pture Is a i ah envi s i oned 

the work of the s e rvant culm i na t i ng in a grea t s truc ture 

of b e l i evers  who s e  f ounda t i on would be f i rm and whos e  

a ppe aranc e  would be d a z z l i ng . I s a ia h  e nv i s i on e d  the 

Chur c h . 

In chapt e r  6 2  Yahwe h na m e s  h i s  pe o pl e  w i th a new 

name that he w i l l  d e s i gnate . The i r  land w i l l  no longer 

be known as " Fors aken "  o r  " De s o la te . "  Ins tead , the i r  

land w i l l  be c a l l e d  il (' =f )1.!1, " .fi;g rr i e d . " i1 '7·1 ':>'.:1. c ome s ,.. "! T' � 

f rom 7 ':) 3.. wh i c h  m e a n s  " to po s s e s s ,  t o  own o r  t o  marry . .. B - T 
Th i s  name s igni f i e s  " th e  future d e l ig h t s  wh i c h  G o d  w i l l  

have w i th h i s  re d e e m e d  peo ple . " 9 I t  reve a l s  t h a t  on ce 

aga in I s ra e l  w i ll be m a rr i e d  t o  Yahwe h .  I t  a l s o  " s ign i -
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f i e s  b o th the i n t ima c y  and the j o y  o f  YHWH i n  c onjunc­

t i on w i th the l an d . " 1 0  It sugg e s ts a c lo s e  c ovenan t 

t i e  b e twe en I s ra e l  and Y ahwe h b o th in l ove and l o ya l ty . 1 1  

Wal tke s ugge s ts that i t  s e rve s as the ba c kgroun d  f o r  

t h e  New Tes tam e n t  conce pt o f  Chr i s t  as  the bridegroom 

or husband of h i s  pe o pl e , the Church . 1 2  

Th i s  obs e rvat i on c ould a l s o be made o f  the pas s age 

in 61 : 1 0- 1 1 where the s e rvant of Yahwe h cal l s  h im s elf a 

b r i d e g ro om . The s e rvant w i l l  re j o i c e  in Yahweh b e caus e 

Yahweh has c l o th e d  h i m  w i t h  garments o f  s alva t io n  and a 

robe o f  r ig ht e ou s ne s s . ( The s e  are two o f  the q ual i t ie s  

o f  be ing a f a th e r . )  He l i kens i t  to  a b r i d e g room who 

d e cks q iJ�� ) h ims e l f  w i th a .  garland . 1 0� �  i s  in the 

P i e l  s te m  of liJ � wh i ch means " to m in i s te r  as a pr i e s t . " 

I t  i s  only f ound i n  the Pi e l  o r  inten s ive s te m . Th i s  

s te m  u s ually r e f l e c t s  an intens i f i ca t i on o f  t h e  n o rmal 

Qal s te rn . The re f o re , the re s pons ib i l i t y  of m i n i s t e ring 

b e fore  Yahw e h  i s  a v e r y  re s pons ibl e ta s k .  Th i s  ins tanc e  

i s  t h e  only t ime that 1 0 �  i s  t ranslated " d e cke d "  or 

" ad o rne d . "  In every o th e r  c a s e  it is tra n s l a t e d  " m in i s -

t e r  a s  a pri e s t . " 'l'he re f ore , i t  a ppe A rs that h i d d e n  in 

th i s  s im i le i s  a r e f e r e n c e  to the pr i e s tly .  a c t iv i ty o f  

the s e rvant o f  Y a hw e h  e v e n  a s  he  func t i ons a s  a bride-

groom . Thi s  m ig h t  b e  re f l e c te d  in Ephe s i ans 5 : 2 5 - 2 7  

whe re Chr i s t ,  t h e  husband o f  t he Churc h , o f f e re d  h imse l f  

a s  a s a c r i f i c e  s o  thA t s h e  m ig h t  b e  s a n c t i f i e d  and 

c l e an s e d  and a d o rned w i t hout s po t  or wr inkle . 1 3 
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Con s e q ue n t l y , the mo t i f o f  marr iage  o r  the hus band , 

a s  i t  wa s appl i e d  b y  I s a i a h  t o  Yahwe h , s howed Yahwe h 

w i th gre a t  c o m pR s s i on b y  c omfort i ng I srae l and taki ng 

h e r  a s  h i s  w i f e  onc e aga in . As I s a iah a ppl i e d  the m o -

t i f  t o  the w o rk o f  t h e  s e rvant o f  Ya hwe h , i t  revea l e d  a 

work o f  re d em pt i on that ex te nde d to  a l l  na t i on s  and 

culm inat e d  i n  the New Te s tament conce pt o f  the Church .  

The m o t i f  o f  re s t  f ound in Gene s i s  i s  two - f o ld : 
. 

1 )Jl ]. \..J , s abbath re s t  and 2 ) fll J , po s i t i onal re s t . - T 
Jl ]W r e f e r s  t o  the c e s sa t i on o f  work o r  lab o r  and as  a - -r  
noun i s  a s pe c i f i c  d a y  when such c e s s a t i on o ccurs . 1 4  

A l though Jl:J_� o r  a n oun derivat ive a ppea.rs f i f t e e n  t ime s 

i n  the v i s i on o f  I s a i ah , i t  i s  o f  l i tt l e  importa n c e  in 

c o n s i d e ra t i on o f  the mo t i f  of re s t .  In 5 6 : 2 , 4 , 6  and 

5e : 1 3 thos e  who obs e rve ��W w i l l  be b l e s s e d b y  Yahweh .  "" -
I n  6 6 : 2 3 i n  the t ime o f  the new heavens and the n e w  

e ar th Yahwe h w i ll be wors h i pped c o n t i nua ll y ,  f rom s ab-

ba th to s abbat h . 

I n  G e n e s i s the mo t i f  o f  re s t  ( ij�j ) a ppears in the 

s to ry whe re Yahwe h " pu t "  man in the gard e n  o f  Ed en . 

Gene s i s 2 : 1 5  reads : " Then Yahwe h G o d  t o o k  the man and 

pu� h i m  i n t o  the gard e n  o f  Eden t o  cul t iva t e  i t  and 

ke e p  i t . "  In t h i s  ve r s e  the word tran s la te d  " pu t "  is 

=1 \\ n !I , l . .. . . - - I t  i s  a f o rm o f  the H i ph i l , o r  cau s a t ive , 

s te m  o f  f]:1 J wh i c h m e an s  " re s t . "  The re f o re , �1 f1 n .:J , l .. .  <:. - -
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means  " an d  h e  caus e d  h i m  to re s t . " In mo s t  c a s e s  where 

G o d  d o e s  the caus ing n� � i s  tran s l a t e d  " he caus e d  t o  

r e s t "  r a t h e r  tha n " he pla ce d , "  a s  fl� J i s  in t h i s  i n -

s ta n c e . Th i s  ve r s e  r e a d s , then : " Then Yahwe h G o d  t oo k  

the  m a n  a nd c au s e d  h im t o  re s t  i n  t h e  gard e n  o f  Ed e n  t o  

cul t i va te i t  and ke e p  i t . " I t  s h ould be n o t e d  tha t 

whe n  Y a hwe h c au s e d  man t o  re s t  h e  gave h i m  a t a s k- - t o  

cul t i va te a n d  ke e p  the  g a rd e n - - and he gave h i m  a pla ce 

t o  l ive - - the  ga rde n of Ede n . The re fore , when man i s  a t  

re s t  i n  h i s  re la t i ons h i p  w i th G o d , h e  i s  where G o d  

want s  h im t o  be a n d  d o ing what G od wan ts h im t o  d o . 

The m o t i f  o f  re s t  i n  a n c i en t  Ne a r  Eas te rn myth o l og y  

a ppe a r e d i n  c onne c t i on w i th t h e  re s t  o f  t h e  g o d s , Un-

t i l  man wa s c re a te d , the  g o d s  ha d d a i ly t a s ks ; h oweve r , 

man was c re a t e d  t o  f r e e the  god s from the i r  labors . 

Cons e quentl y , the g o d s  were a b l e  t o  re s t  • 1 5  Iv'ia n  's pur-

po s e  in e x i s t e n c e  was s o l e l y  f o r  t he s e rvi c e  o f  the 

g od s . Th i s  r e s t  i n c lud e d  man ' s  s e rv i c e  o f  two m e a l s  

t o  t h e  g o d s  e a ch d a y .  M i l l e r  rem a rks tha t t h e  c re a t i on 

o f  man s o  t h a t  the g o d s m ig h t  r e s t  i s  the cl imax o f  the 

myth . 1 6  W .  G .  La�b e r t  c on s i d e r s  t h i s  m o t i f  o f  re s t  to 

b e  one of the c l e a re s t  po in t s  of paral l e l  b e twe e n  the 
1 7  Gene s i s a n d  the Me s o po ta m i a n  v i ewpo ints o f  c re a t i on . 

Conce rn ing the  r e s t  o f  G o d  d e s c r i b e d  in Gene s i s  2 : 4 ,  

von Rad b e l i ev e s  thR t t h e  G e n e s i s  wr i te r  " a s s e r t s  tha t 

the  world i s  n o  l o ng e r  be ing c r ea t e d , bu t tha t i t  has 

a lr e a d y  b e e n  g iven re s t  by God , a n d  tha t th i s  r e s t  is 
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1 8  pe r c e pt i b l e  t o  the e y e s  of  f� i th . " N o t  only i s  the 

world a t  re s t  but God is  � t  re s t  f rom the work o f  

crea t i on . 1 9  

Th i s  c on c e pt o f  r e s t  ha d s e ve ra l  s ta g e s th roughout 

O l d  Te s tament  h i s tory . F i rs t , " re s t "  vw.s not ind ivi dua l 

pea ce o f  m i n d  but , ra ther , a pea ce gra n t e d  t o  t h e  nat io n  

o f  I s ra e l pla gue d b y  e n e m i e s  and we a ry o f  wa n d e r i ng . 

I t  wa s a g i f t  from God . 2 0  Th i s  re s t  m e a n t  re s t  fro� 

wa r .  I t  wa s a l s o  c onne c t e d  w i th the g i f t  o f  a n  inhe:r-
21 H h i t a n c e , f o r  the lP nd �>J� s g i ven to the ebre�ors A s  t e 

pla c e  o f  t h e i r  re s t  a nd a s  t h e i r  i nh e r i ta n c e . The t a s k  

Yahwe h g a v e  t h e  Hebrews wa s t o  subdue t h e  land - -d e s troy 
22 eve ryone who d id n o t  wors h i p  h im - -and wors h i p  h i m . 

von Had s ays t h a t the  wors h i pe r  wa s s irr pl y  t o  a ckn m'Jl -

e dg e  t h a t he wa s a rn e �be r o f  the na t i on to whom God 

g a ve the  prom i s e d  land t hrough h i s  re d e m pt ive a c t s  and 

there f or e  an h e i r  to the b l e s s ings of the  l a nd . 2 J At 

th i s  po i n t  in h i s t ory , " re s t "  i s '�houg h t  o f  a s  a re s t  

f ound b y  a we a ry na t i on through the  gra c e  o f  G o d  i n  the 

land h e  ha s prom i s e d  th e m . " 2 4  

Al th ough G o d  gave Jo s hua re s t ,  Jos hua o n l y  pa rt i a l l y  

comple t e d  t h e  ta s k  o f  c ona u e r ing t h e  land b e c a us e  he d i d 

n o t  d e s troy a l l  the n a t i o n s  o f  the land . Th i s  t a s k  wa s 

n o t  c o m pl e t e d  un t i l  the t im e  o f  Da vid when Yahwe h prorr� -

i s e d  Dav i d  tha t he would g ive h im re s t  f row a l l  o f  h i s  

e ne m i e s . 2 5  The l R c k  o f  re s t  frorr a l l o f  t h e i r  e n e m i e s  

ha d b e e n  c a u s e d  b y  d i s obe d i e n c e : whe reupon , t h e  n e igh-
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b o r i ng c oun t r i e s  wa rre d a � a i n s t the m . Ro th ob s e rve s : 

I f  a new g e ne ra t i on f orge ts the LORD a nd 
f inds  i t s e l f  o ppre s s e d  b y  en e m i e s  and c r i e s  
to  the LORD f o r  h e l p ,  th i s  turn to God  
brings a l ib e ra t o r  w2g s e t s therr, f re e  
duri ng h i s  l i f e t i� e . 

Dur i ng the t im e  o f  the k ings , God gran t e d  " re s t "  

t o  t h e  k ings , for exa� pl e , Da vi d , S o l om on , Ab i j a h , Asa 

an d J e h o s ha pha t . 2 7  It was a f a th e r - s on re l a t i o n s h i p  

q ua l i f i e d  b y  the s on ' s  obe d i e n c e . 2 8  As i llus tra t e d  by 

the nun:be r  of t im e s  that G o d  g ra n t e d  " re s t , "  " re s t "  i s  

n o  l o ng e r  s ome th ing wh i ch ha ppe n e d  onc e  a n d  f o r  a l l  a s  

i n tend e d  b y  G o d . 2 9  

Von Bad pre s en t s  the  d eu t e ronom i s t  v i e w  a s  b e l ieving 

in the po s s ib i l i ty o f  r e s t  f rom adv e rs a r i e s , even s pir-

i tu a l  a dv e r s ar i e s , in the  pre s en t  t ime . fe o pl e  c ould 

f in d  r e s t  w i th God i n  the s a me wa y tha t a woman f ound 

r e s t  w i t h h e r  husband ( Ru .  1 : 9 ) . He s e e s  t h i s  a s  the 

s am e  r e s t  that  God o f fe r s  in the New Te s tamen t . JO 

During S o lomon ' s  re i gn w i th the bu i l d ing o f  the 

tetr.ple , the conce pt o f  " re s t "  i nclud e d  b o th a r e s t  for 

the n a t i on from war and a r e s t  for God a m ong h i s  pe o pl e . 31 

The s ub j e c t o f  the tra n s i t ion from d i s turb a n c e  to  re s t  

i s  s t i ll the na t i on , but i t  b e c a � e  G o d ' s  r e s t  and wa s a 

g i f t  t o  I s ra e l  wh i c h  c ould b e  f o und only b y  e n t e r ing a 

pe r s ona l r e l a t i o ns h i p  w i th G o d . J 2  

Roth c o n c lud e s  tha t the  d iv ine g i f t o f  re s t  i s  not  

j u s t " re s t  f rom " bu t r:o re i m po r tA n t J y " re s t  f or . " JJ  

1'he c on c e pt o f  " re s t  frorr " i s  appli e d  to the occupA t i on o f  
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one ' s  pla c e  and t h e  c onque s t  o f  o n e ' s  e ne m i e s . The 

c on c e pt o f  " re s t  f o r "  re lB t e s  to  the re s pon s e  t o  G o d ' s  

g i f t  o f  re s t .  G o d  g ive s re s t  s o  t h A t  we can re s pond i n  

wors h i p  to h im a t  t h e  pla c e  o f  h i s  cho i c e  wh i c h  in Da ­
"34 v i n i c  I s rFJ e l  W8. S  s ymbo l i z e d by the templ e . - Ro th b e -

l ieve s tha t t h e  d i s pe n s at i o n s  o f  re s t  a re tem pl e  cen-

t e re d . Whenever I s r8 e l  turn e d  to Y a hwe h ,  it  wa s g ra n ted  

re s t . 35 The  t e m p l e  was c on s e q u e n t l y  v i ewed a s  the  

pl� c e  where Y a hwe h re s t e d  ( I s . 1 1 : 1 0 ) . 36 

Th i s  Old Te s ta :r e n t  c o n c e pt o f  " re s t "  c o n t a ined  thre e 

e le m e n t s : 1 )  t h e  r e s t  o f  G o d ' s  pe o pl e  i n  the land , 

2 )  the r e s t  o f  G o d ' s  pe o ple f rom wa r and 3 ) the  re s t  

wh i c h  G o d  e n j o ye d  i n  h i s t e m pl e . Ea c h  o f  the s e  thre e 

e l e m e n t s  a ppe 8 rs i n  the v i s i o n  o f  I s A i a h . The c on c e pt 

o f  " re s t "  a s  I s A i a h  u s e d  i t  u t i l i z e d  nume rous word s , a l l  

m e a n ing " re s t . "  

Two o f  the s e  word s , ';} � � and Y� l ,  b o th mean " re s t ­

ing pla c e " a nd are u s e d  in re f e re n c e  to  a n ima l s  f i nd ing 

a pla c e  o f  re s t  ( J4 : 1 4 ; 35 : 7 ;  6 5 : 1 0 ) . 

The rema i n d e r  o f  the t e rm s  a r e  d e r iVR t i ve s o f  nJ J .  
��J i s  a ve rb wh i c h  ha s f our ba s i c  t h e o l og i cal rn e an in� s 

bes i d e s  the n o rma l me a n ing o f  b e ing s e t t l ed i n  e pa rt i e -

ular pla c e : 1 )  r e s t  i n  d e a t h , 2 )  ps y c h o l og i c a l  o r  s pi r ­

i tua l re s t , 3 ) re s t  f rom wg r a nd 4 )  s a l va t i on re s t . 37 

Be s id e s  f1:1 J , I s A i a h  a l s o  us e d  Jl nJ and f\ n �l J() .  - - T ! .nn J 
- -

me a n s  " in n e r  peg c e " 38 a n d  i s  us e d  by I s a i a h  o n l y  i n  

30 : 1 5 .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e , G o d  i s  c h i d i ng Jud a h  f o r  i t s 
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d e c i s ion t o  trus t i n  the powe r o f  Egypt ra t h e r  t h a n  i n  

h i m s e l f . When Y� hwe h  s a i d  to  Judah : " In re pe n t a n c e  

a n d  D O  J ,  inner pe a c e , you s h a l l  b e  s a ved . In  a u i e t ­

ne s s  a n d  trus t i s  your s tren�th , "  he wa s contra s t i ng 

true s alva t i on a nd s tre ng th w i th t h e i r  plan o f  s a lve -

t i on t hrough Egypt i a n  s trength . Salva t i on thn t come s 

fro� G o d  i s  broug h t  b y  re pentance  and c h a ra c t e r i z e d  by 

" in ne r  pe a ce , "  and t rue s tre ngth c om e s  frorr a u i e t  

tru s t i n  Y a hwe h and n o t  i n  the  powe rful m i l i ta ry 

s trength o f  Egy pt . Howeve r ,  Jud a h  re fus e d  to  f o l l ow 

Y a hwe h ' s  pla n f o r  s a lva t i on a nd s tre ngth . 

ilfl� JD re pre s e n ts the pla c e  of re s t  wh i c h  Goc'l  T : 
pro v i d e d  f o r  h i s  pe o pl e 39 or wh i ch h i s  pe o ple prov i d e  

f or h i m . Th i s  t e rrr a ppe a rs f our time s . On c e  I s a ia h  

u s e d  i1 n-1 Jn t o  m e a n  t h e  re s t  YA h\!re h would provi d e  h i s  T ! 

pe o pl e  i n  the land . In 2 8 : 1 0  Jl �lJb a n d  n � J  a re u s e d  � � - - -

i n  ta nderr . Aga in t h e  o f f e r  o f  re s t  i s  re j e c t e d  b y  I s -

rae l . The y  re j e c t e d  l a hweh ' s  o f f e r  o f  re s t  f rom war 

a n d  s p i r i tua l re s t .  The re fore , Yahwe h sub j e c t s  them to 

the f rus tra t i on of  r e pe t i t i ou s  ins truc t ion . 

Po s s ib l y  2 8 : 1 2  b e longs to the s a � e  h i s to r i c a l s i t -

ua t i on a llude d  to i n  6 J : 1 0 -1 4 .  When Yahwe h o f f e re d  them 

re s t  i n  Can a a n  a t  Ka d e s h-ba rn e a , the y re fus e d  a nd he 

s a i d , " Th e y  s ha l l  n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  rr,y re s t " ( Ps .  9 5 : 1 1 ) .  

Isa iah 6 J : 14 re f e rs to t h e  actu al ente r i n g  an d occupyin g  o f  

Canaa n . The Ho l y  S p i r i t  l e d  t h e rr  into  Ca n a a n  a nd gave 

the� r e s t  i n  the l a n d . 
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In the s am e  wa y tha t Yahw e h  gave h i s  pe o pl e  re s t  

when h e  l e d  them into  Canaan a f t e r  the i r  e x o du s  from 

Egypt , Y ahwe h w \ 1 1  g i ve h i s  pe o pl e  re s t  f ro� pa in , 

turmo i l  a n d  herd s e rv i c e  a f t e r  h e  re s e t t l e s  them in 
4 0  the  l e nd f o l l ow ing the i r  e x i l e  i n  Babylon ( 1 4 : 1 - J ) . 

·rhre e t im e s t h e  m e an i ng o f  n �  J and ll n� J D  i s  re -- T � 

l a t e d  t o  re s t  from W8. r , I s a i a h  pro ph e s i e d  i n  1 4 : 7  that 

Babyl o n  ( w h i c h  wa s n o t  a world p ower at the t im e  o f  

I s a ia h ) would b e  subdue d a f t e r  i t  ha d g a in e d  world su-

prema c y . After i ts d e f e a t  the world would b e  a t  re s t  

< n � J ) from war . In h i s  o ra cl e  a &ra in s t  Tyre in c hapter 

2 3  Isa i ah pro ph e s i e d  the future d em i s e  of  Tyre . Even 

thoug h the  pe o pl e  o f  Tyre g o  t o  Cypru s , the y w i ll f i nd 

n o  re s t  from the d e s tru c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c i ty ,  Bo th of 

the s e  pro ph e c i e s  a re warn ings o f  the c om i ng judgment 

that Yahw e h  w i l l  b r i ng for h e  ha s planne d it  ( 2 3 : 9 ) .  

The re i s  n o  re s t  whe n  G o d  judge s m an k i nd . 

When the S p i r i t  o f  Ya hweh i s  " poured out u pon us 

from on h i g;h "  ( )2 : 1 8 ) ' a re s t ing pla c e  cnn� J rJ )  will  T : 

b e  e s t ab l i s he d  f rom war . The l a nd w i l l  b e  c h ara c ter-

i z ed by j u s t i c e , r ig h t e ousne s s , pe a ce , q u i e tn e s s a nd 

conf i d e nc e . Suc h  a pla c e  re f l e c t s  the  image o f  the 

k i ng d o m  o f  the prom i s e d  s on ( 9 : 6 - 7 ) or of the roo t of 

J e s s e  ( 1 1 : 1 - 9 ) .  I t  i s  m o s t  s im i la r  t o  the k ingd o m  of 

t h e  root of Je s s e  b e c aus e the  S p i r i t  of  Ya hw e h  w i l l  re s t  

< Q� J ) u po n  h i m . Th i s  k i ng d om wa s the k i ng d om o f  the 

Me s s i ah and wa s to be a pl8 c e  o f  r e s t  from wa r and 
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i n j us t i c e . 

Four t i m e s  I s a i a h  m e n t i on e d  the pla c e  o f  God ' s  

re s t .  Twi c e  i t  wa s i n  A g e ogra ph i ca.l  ple c e  and tw i c e  

i t  wa s i n  the l ive s o f  pe o pl e . Two o f  the s e  i n s t a n c e s  

re f e r  t o  the kingd om o f  t h e  r o o t  o f  J e s s e . As  a lrea d y  

men t i one d , t he S p i r i t  o f  Yahwe h w ould f ind i t s  pla c e  

o f  r e s t  in the l i f e  o f  the  Me s s i a h  f o r  the S p i r i t would 

re s t  o n  h im ( 1 1 : 2 ) . Whe n  h i s  k ingd om o f  pea c e  i s  e s ta b -

l i s h e d , the na t i on s  w i ll g o  to  t h e  ro o t  o f  Je s s e , who 

i s  a s ign h i ms e lf to the n a t i o n s . W h e n  the n a t i o n s  

h ave c o m e  to  h im , h i s  jl n� J Q ,  " re s t i ng place , "  w i ll b e  T • 

g l o r ious . Po s s ibly th i s  was ful f i l l e d  on the d a y  o f  

Pen te c o s t  w h e n  the  na t i ons came to t h e  pla c e  o f  J e sus ' 

re s t  and h e a r ing t h e  g o s pe l  b e l i eve d . The d i f f e re n c e s  

t ha t e x i s te d  i n  the  world no l o ng e r  ma t t e re d  i n  the 

l ive s of the s e  pe o pl e  a s  the i r  l iv e s  be carne the  M e s s iah ' s  

r e s t ing pla c e . I n  the  e ns u i ng years the  e a rth was 

f i ll e d  w i th the knowle d g e  of Yahwe h , a s  the wat e r s  cov­

er the s e a . In  t h i s  v e r s e  ( 1 1 : 1 0 )  it is not c l e ar 

whe the r i7 n·1 ..1 '0  r e f e rs t o  J e ru s alem o r  t o  the l ive s of T : 

pe o pl e ; and , pe rha ps , th i s  l a c k  o f  clar i t y  jus t i f i e s  

s u c h  a d oub l e  i n t e r pr e ta t i on a s  the one pre s en t e d . 

In an o th e r pa s s ag e  wh i ch ut i l i z e s  t he banque t mo t i f 

o f  the  Baal - t ype c re a t i on mo d e l  ( 2 5 : 1 0 ) , the hand of 

Yahweh w i ll r e s t  o n  �ount Z i o n . He re , i t  is c le ar tha t 

Yahwe h w i ll r e s t  o n  Mount Z i o n . I t  i s  s im i la r  t o  1 1 : 2 , 

whe re the S p i r i t  o f  Y a hweh w i l l  r e s t  on the ro o t  o f  
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J e s s e , i n  two ways : 1 ) in  e ach c a s e  an a s pe c t  o f  Yah-

we h ' s  c ha ra c t e r  d o e s  the  re s t ing and 2 )  in e ac h  case  i t  

re s t s Qll a n  ob j e c t . 

A l though 2 5 : 1 0  would i n d i cate that Moun t Z i on w i ll 

be wh e re Ya hwe h re s t s , the e mpha s i s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  

n o t  pla c e d  upon the t e m pl e  a s  h i s  pla c e  o f  re s t .  Such 

an i n f e re n c e  would not b e  j us t i f i e d  i n  the  l ig h t  o f  

6 6 : 1 -2 .  I n  I s a i ah ' s  t ime the templ e  had gre a t  i m por-

tan c e  i n  the re l ig i ous l i fe of  the  pe o pl e . He z e ki a h ' s  

u s e  o f  and prid e i n  the templ e  i n  cha pt e r s  36 - 39 would 

i n d i ca t e  i ts im porta n c e  to the culture of Judah . How-

e ve r , Ya hwe h s a y s  to  the pe o pl e  in 6 6 : 1 : 

Heaven i s  My throne , and the  e a r t h  i s  My 
f o o t s t o o l . 

Whe re the n i s  a hous e you c ould b u i l d  f o r  Me ? 
And whe re i s  a pla c e  tha t I m a y  r e s t ?  

I n  e f f e c t , h e  i s  s a y i ng , " Th e re i s  n o  bu i l d i ng o r  temple 

tha t you c an bu i l d  t ha t would be an a d e q ua t e  pla c e  o f  

r e s t  f o r  me . "  The re a s on i s  q u i te c l e a r : Yahw e h  ma d e  

e v e r y t h ing . Pe rhaps Yahw e h  i s  conclu d ing h i s  harangue 

aga i n s t i d ola trous wors h i p  of hand c ra f ted  i d o l s  made o f  

wo o d , s tone o r  m e ta l . In any c a s e , Ya hwe h make s the 

po i n t  tha t anyth ing tha t man h a s made to be a plac e of 

wors h i p  i s  an inad e q ua te re s t ing pla c e  for h im b e cause 

h e  ma d e  the  ma t e r i a l s  u s e d . 

Where i s  the  pla c e  tha t h e  may re s t ?  The answer 

c o me s in 66 : 2 : " But to t h i s  one I w i ll l o o k , t o  him 

who is  humbl e  and c o n tr i te of s p i r i t  and who t re mble s 

a t  Iv,y w o rd . "  1v1a n k ind i s  the re s t ing pla c e  f o r  Yahwe h , 
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t h a t i s , any per s on who i s  humb l e  ( re m e mb e r i n �  tha t he 

h a s  be en c re P t e d ) ,  re pe n ta n t  ( re me mb e r i ng tha t he i s  

s i n ful and r e s pond i n �  t o  God ' s  g ra c e ) ,  a nd f e a r ful o f  

G o d ' s  word { remembe r ing t ha t he mus t  be ob e d i e nt t o  

G o d  or pa y the cons e q ue n c e s ) .  We a re God ' s  bu i l d i ng , 
41 we are h i s  t e m pl e . In th i s  pas s a g e  the c on c e pts o f  

G o d ' s  re s t  a n d  man ' s  re s t  are j o ine d . 

I f  G o d  was d e s c r ib e d  i n  t h e  Gene s i s a c c oun t a s  

h a v ing re s t e d  n e v e r  to cre a te BJ7;R i n , a s  v o n  Ha d be -

l i eve s , then hro o u e s t  i on s  :rrus t  be a n s w e r e d : 1 )  W hy d i d  

I s a iah pre s e n t  Yahweh B S  c r e A t i ng "new th ing s " ?  P n d 

2 )  �hy d i d I s a i a h , a l ong w i th o t he r O l d  Te s ta m e n t  au-

thors , pre s e n t  G o d  a s  n e e d i ng e pla c e  of re s t ?  I t  i s  

c l e a �  from t h e  i n i t i a l  c re a t i o n  a c count , tha t G o d  re s t e d  
. 

( n�(J) only a f t e r  h i s  c re a t i on we s c om pl e te or pe rfe c t . _ .,.  
Howeve r , whe n  mRn s i nne d , t h ings were no long e r  pe rfe c t . 

The re f ore , G o d  b egan to c re a te " new t h i ng s " s o  that he 

c ould onc e a g a i n  r e s t .  I s a i a h , t h e re fore , i s  s a y ing i n  

6 6 : 1 -2 tha t Yahweh w i ll f in d  r e s t  in man , h i s  m o s t  

pr i z e d cre a t i on , when h e  i s  i n  a r i g h t  re la t i o ns h i p  

w i th Ya hwe h .  Suc h  a man i s  the reve r s e  o f  Adam i n  

t h r e e  ways : 1 )  A d a m  wa s proud i n  tha t h e  tr i e d  t o  be-

c ome equal w i th G o d , wh i l e  the  new man is  humbl e ; 2 )  A d a rr  

t r i e d  to  s h i f t  t h e  b l a m e  f o r  h i s  d i s ob e d i e n ce , wh i le t h e  

n e w  man i s  contr i te i n  s pi r i t ;  and 3 )  Ad a m  ignored God ' s  

word , wh i l e  the  new man tremb l e s  a t  h i s  word . �a n w i ll 

f ind re s t  wh en h e  exh ib i t s the s e  thre e t ra i t s i n  h i s  



re la t i on s h i p  w i th Ya hwe h .  

Th e f i nRl pla c e  o f  re s t  f o r  Yahweh w i l l o c cur when 

h e  ha s e s tabl i s h e d  h i s  k ingd o� through h i s  ano in t e d  

one ( the Me s s i ah ) , when t h e  n e w  h e a vens a n d  t h e  new 

e arth h a ve b e e n  c r e a t e d  And all is once again com ple t e  

o r  pe rfe c t , a n d  w � e n  the wors h i p  o f  Yahwe� i s  c o n t i n -
. 

uous f rom s abba th t o  s a bba t h  U l  !l(J) a nd the c o rps e s  o f  -r -
t h o s e  d i s obe d i e n t  one s  s e rve a s  a rem i n d e r  o f  the 

cons e q uenc e s  o f  d i s o bed i e n c e . 



lW'I'ES 

1 carroll  S tuhlmue l l e r , " Yahwe h-K ing and De u t e r o ­
I s a i a h , " B i b l i cal Re s e a r c h , 1 5 : 40 ,  1 9 7 0 . 

2 �hyll i s  Tr ibl e , Rhe t o r i c ,  pp . 1 5 - 6 9 , pre s e n t s  a 
ca s e  for un d e rs tand i ng " th e  iP.Jap;e  o f  God " a nd "mA l e  a n d  
f e ma l e " a s  two d i f f e re n t  i mag e s  wh i c h  d e s c r i be the  s am e  
real i t y .  God has b o th m a l e  c ha ra c te r i s t i c s , s u c h  a s  
fa ther ( Is .  6 3 : 1 6 )  a n d  husband ( I s .  54 : 5 ) , a n d  f e m a l e  
chara c t e r i s t i c s , such a s  pregnant woman ( I s .  4 2 : 1 4 ) , 
m o t h e r  ( I s .  6 6 : 1 3 )  and c o m pa s s i on ( I s .  54 : 1 0 ) . In her 
o pi n i on , 1 1 r: a l e  a nd f e mR l e " s igni f i e s  t h e  un i qu e n e s s  o f  
huma n k i n d  i n  crea t i on . 

3Bru c e  D .  Na i d o f f , " I'he Tv-w - fold S t ru c ture o f  
I s a i 8 h  XLV 9 -1 3 , " Ve tus Te s t am e n tum , 31 : 2 : 1 8 5 ,  1 9 81 . 

4Alan A .  �a c Ha e , The G o s pe l  o f  I s a i a h  ( Ch i cago : 
Jv,ood y Pre s s , 1 9 7 7 ) ,  p . 1 5 3 .  

5 1'1-B c AA. e , G o s  pe 1 ,  p p .  1 5 6 - 5 7 . 
6 r,. c R  uP. a e , G o s pe l , p .  1 55 . 
7 rvJa c Ra e , Go s pe l , p .  1 5 7 .  
8Bru c e  h. . io/p. lt ke , 1 1 '? Y!l ( b8 < a l )  po s s e s EO ,  own , ru l e  

ove r , mP. rry , 11 The o l og i cHl i·J�rd b o o k  o f  the Old l'e s ta rr: e n t , 
e d s . , H .  LP. i rd Harr i s , Gl e a s on L .  Arch e r , Jr . , Bruce K .  
�al tke , I ( Ch i cHpo : � o o d y  Fre s s , 1 98 0 ) ,  p .  1 1 9 .  

9 Ib i d . 
1 0 I b i d . 
1 1 I b i d . 
1 2 I b i d . 
1 3I am n o t  S R. y i ng tha t Pa u l  h a d  6 1 : 1 0 -1 1 i n  m ind 

whe n  he wro te Eph e s i a n s  5 : 2 5 -2 7 .  
1 4 n J. y a p pe a rs i n  I s a i a h  a s  p, ve rb in 1 J : 1 1 ; 1 4 : 4 ; 

1 6 : 1 0 ;  1 7 : J ;  2 1 : 2 ;  2 4 : 8 ;  3 0 : 1 1 ; J J : 8 ;  a n d  a s  a noun i n  
1 : 1 J ;  J O : ? ;  5 f : 2 , LJ , 6 ;  5 fl : 1 J ; 6 6 : 2 3 .  

1 59 



1 5 L i l l e r 1 " L i lc e n e s s  I "  p .  301 . 

l 6 l',, i l l e r 1 " L i ke n e s s , "  p p , 301 - 0 2 . 

1 6 0 

1 7 rn l l e r ,  " L i ke n e s s , 1 1 p .  301 . S e e  1'1 , G ,  LA rr b e r t 1 
" A  Ne w Lo o k  8 t  t h e  .ba b y l o n i a n  Ba c kg r o u n d  o f  G e n e s i s , "  
Journ a l o f  i h e o l o � i c A l  S t u d i e s , 1 6 : 2 8 7 - 300 , e s pe c i a l l y  
p .  2 9 8 , 1 9 6 5 . 

1 8Ge rha rd v o n  Hp. d , " Th e r e  He m P. i n s  S t i l l  a Re s t  f o r  
t h e  fe o pl e  o f  G o d : An I n ve s t i g A t i on o f  a B i b l i c a l  Con ­
c e p t i on , " T h e  f'r o b l e m  o f  t h e  He x a t e u c h  A n d  o t h e r  E s s a v s  
( N e w  Y o rk : McGra w - B i l l , 1 9 6 6 ) , p .  1 01 . 

1 9 I b i d . I b e l i e v e  t h P t I s a i a h w i l l  s how t ha t t h i s  
v i e w po i n t , h e l d  b y  v o n  ha c , i s  t o o  r a d i c g l  e n d  f A l l s  
s h o r t  o f  und e r s t a n d i n g t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  r e s t  f o r  G o d , 

2 0v o n  H.<=! d ,  " He s t , "  p .  9 5 . 

2 1  W o l fg p. ng Ro t h  1 " De u t e r o n o rr i c  Be s t  'I'h e o l o,r;r y : J\ 
He d a. c t i on - C r i  t i c p. l  �3 tucl y , "  b i b l i c a l  Re s e p r c h , 2 1  : 1 1  , 
1 9 7 6 . 

2 2 I b i d . N o t i c e t h P  e l e m e n t s  o f  r e s t  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  
t h e  c re a t i o n n a rre t i ve . G o d  pla c e d  t h e  H e b r e w s  w h e r e  
h e  wa n t e d  t h e m  a n d  g p. v e  t h e rn  a t a s k .  

1 1. )  

2 3v o n  Ha d , 11 Do c t r i n e  o f  C r e A t i o n , 1 1  p .  1 32 .  

24v o n  Ha d , " He s t , "  p .  9 6 . 

2 5Ho t h , " De u t e r o n o r:: i c  Re s t , "  p .  8 .  

2 0 Ib i d . 

( c f .  I I  S .  7 : 1 , 

2 7 c f .  I I  S ,  7 : 1 , 1 1 ; I h .  5 : 4 ;  I I  Ch . 1 4 : 7 ;  1 5 : 1 5 :  
2 0 : JO .  

2 8 no t h , " De u t e r o n om i c  Be s t , "  p .  9 .  

2 9 v o n  Ha d ,  " Re s t , "  p .  9 7 . V o n  Ha d b e l i e ve s t ha t 
t h e  C h r o n i c l e r  i s  a l o n .c:r w s y f r o :L' t h e  o r i g i ne J  I.Je u t e r o ­
n o rr i c i n t e n t  o f  t h e  m e R r i n �� o f  " re s t . "  I b e l i e ve t h A t 
t h e  r e a s o n  t h e  C h r o n i c l e r  i s  a l o n� wa y f ro �  t h e  v i e w  
i n  De u t e r o n o � i c  l i t e ra ture i s  t h a t man h a s b e en s o  d i s ­
ob e d i e n t  Fl n d  f o r c ed  a r e i n t e r pre t P. t i on . 

3° v o n  HA d , 11 He s t , "  p .  1 0 0 .  

31 v o n  HA d , " he s t , "  pr . 9 7 - 9 8 . 



1 61 

32von H8 d , " lie s t , 11 p .  99 ; Ro t h , " De u t e ronom i c  Be s t , "  
p p .  1 1 -1 2 .  

3 3B.o th , " De u t e ronorr i c  Be s t , "  p .  1 0 .  

34n:o th , " De u t e r o n orP i c  Re s t , "  p p . 1 0 -1 1 , 1 4 . 

3 5:do t h , '' De u t e ronor: i c  he s t , "  p .  1 4 .  

36 Ib i d . 

37 Le onP. rd J .  C o p pe s , " fl·l J  ( ntiah ) r e s t , s e t t l e  
d own , "  The o l ogi ca l W o rd b o o k  o f  t h e  O l d  'l'e s t8 r:en t ,  e d s . , 
R .  L8 i r d  HA rr i s , G le A s on L .  Arc h e r ,  J r . , Bru c e  K .  W8 l tke , 
I I  ( Ch i cago : h o o d y  Pre s s , 1 9 80 ) , p .  5 6 2 . 

JC5 Ib i d . 

39 co ppe s , "f}l J , "  p .  5 c J .  

4 0 In 5 7 : 1 H Ya h we h , i n  tA lk ing R bou t t 'J e  s ev e r i t y  
o f  t h e  e x i l e , S A ys , " I  h n ve s e e n  h i s  Ha ,Y s , b u t  I w i ll 
h e8 l  h i tr1 ; i'1 O .. . lJ n J  0y W)i1 ·T il nJ Xl . I n  t h i s  phra s e  
=1 il 1J..;J?i1 �1 s i t  i s · ·-v a·we l :.·pair\ te d  me�n� " and  I w i l l  l e 8 d  
h i m "  · from TIO J , " to l e A d . "  Ho.,..reve :r , i f  t h e  vovJ e l  
po i n t s  w e re c h ange d  ( Th e y were i n s e rt e d  i n to t h e  t e x t  i n  
t t1 e  8 th t o  l O t h  c e n tur i e s  A . D . ) ,  s o  t h a t  i t  read  ·l il n J �  1 ,  
i t  w o u l d  r e a d  " an d  I w i l l  CRU S e  h im t o  r e s t . "  Th i s ·· ' · . - : -
pas s pg e  would t h e n  pA rP l l e l  1 4 : ) . W h e n  h e  h e A le d  t h e m , 
h e  w o u l d  C R U S e t h e m  t o  r e s t  jus t  R S  h e  says  in  1 4 : J :  
" An d  i t  w i l l  b e  i n  t hA t d 8 y  whe n  Y8 hwe h g ive s you re s t  
f rorr: y our pA i n  A nd turrr: o i l  8 n d  hA r s h  s e rv i c e  i n  w h i ch 
you h. q ve b e e n  e n s l A VP d . "  

For rul e s · a ppl i e d  i n  re pa in t i ng s e e  E .  �a u t z ch , e d . , 
G e s e n iu s ' He b r e vJ Gr�=nr.F.A r ,  (2 nct Engl i s h  e c . ; Ox f o rd : 
ClA r e n d on Pre s s , 1 9 8 0 ) , p .  1 5 7 ,  n o t e 2 ;  p .  2 1 4 gg ; p .  
J 2 6 a - J JOx ; P. nd 5 2 4 . 

John s .  Ks e lrr. A �" , " A  N o t e  on w) n h h-v.r i n  I s e  5 7 : 1 8 , "  
Ce t n o l i c  B ib l i c A l  QuA rt e r l y , 4 J : 4 : 5 J 9 -42 ,  1 9 81 , pre ­
s en t s  8 g o o d  P. rgu!T'e ': t  f o r  trR n S l8 t i ng l il n JXl " I  w i J l 
l e a d  h irr . "  He  s a y s : 

The  c o rre s po n d e nc e  b e tw e e n  s tr i k i ng e s  d iv in e  
pun i s hmen t f or s in f o l l o w e d  b y  d j_ v i n e  f o rg i ve ­
n e s s  in h e P. l � ng sugge s t s tha t t h e r e  � i g h t  b e  
A s im i l8 r  c o rr� s po�d en c e  b e twe e n  I s ra e i ' s  s i n ­
ful wan d e r ing A nd t h e  c o nc e pt e x pr e s s ed by 
w , n h hw ; t h e  c o n s i s te n c y  of me tA ph o r  would 
s e eJ!, to re o u i re , A S  God ' s  r err e d y for wyl k 
s wbb , n o t  re s t ,  bu t d iv i n e  P: u i d A r c e  ( e . g . , 
f s s. 5 : 9 ; 2 � : 3 ) , ( p • 51-H ) • 



1 6 2 

Howeve r ,  b e cA u s e o f  the  s i� i lA r i ty b e tw e e n  t h i s  
PA S S R {J' e  A.nd l Lr :  3 8 nd t h e  s irr i l A r i t y  o i'  m e A n i np- b e twe e n  
fl=l .l And  O Q J , " t o  c or: f ort , "  ( c f .  Co ppe s , " fl =l ..J , " p .  
5 6 2 ) , I b e l i eve t h A t t h e re i s  re R s on t o  trAns l R t e 1 il n J 'M 1  
" A nd I w i l l  CA.U s e  h i m  t n  n� s t . "  In the S A r e  wa y thA t 
YA hwe h ' s  c o D pP s s i on b r i n g s  rP s t  A nd he R l in� in l � : J , 
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.. ..  "'' .. -· . - - · -

ps s s i oW � i l l  l e a d  t o  h e A l i ng , re s t  and com fort ( c f .  
Ge s e n iu s • ,  p .  J 2 6 a ) .  

4·1 f c • I C .  3 : 9 , 1 6 ; 6 : 1 9 .  



CHA f'I'EH S IX 

THE CH.EA T I VE HELAT I ONS H I P  BROKEN 

I s a ia h  ind i cR t e d  in � 4 : 2 3 t h a t  Ya hwe h ' s  i n t ent i on 

for h i s  re l a t i ons h i p  w i t h  mankind wa s f o r  h i s  g l ory : 

" In I s ra e l  He s h ow s  f o rth H i s  g l o ry . " Howeve r ,  the 

me s s a ge o f  I s a i a h  i s  not one a b o u t  I s ra e l ' s  ful f i l lment 

o f  tha t pur po s e , but Rb out the i r  fa i lure t o  ful f i ll i t  

and Yahwe h ' s  int end e d  reme d y  f o r  the s i tua t i on .  

I s ra e l  h a d  f a i l e d  t o  g l o r i f y  Ya hwe h b e cau s e  the y 

h a d  broken the i r  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i th h i m by wors h i pping 

o th e r  g o d s  and tru s t ing in o t h e r  na t i on s  f o r  d e l iveranc e , 

In s h o r t , I s ra e l  s i nned aga ins t God . In ord e r  t o  por­

tra y  t h i s  c o n c e pt , I s a i a h  u t i l i z e d  s e ve ra l  m o t i f s  of  t h e  

b roken re l a t i on s h i p  t a k e n  from t he cre a t i on s to ry a s  

well  a s  o n e  m o t i f  taken f ro m  t h e  G i lgame s h  e pi c . The s e  

m o t i f s i nc lud e g o o d  a n d  ev i l , pr i d e ,  s ham e a n d  n a ked ­

n e s s , and the curs e o f  s in .  

G o o d  and Ev i l  

Ac c o r d ing t o  t h e  G e ne s i s  author the know l e d g e  of  

good and e v i l  o r ig ina t e d  i n  t h e  g a rd e n  o f  Ed e n  when man 

a te the f ru i t  of  t h e  tre e of  t h e  knowle d g e  o f  good and 

e v i l . G o d  h a d  p e rm i t te d  man to e a t  of  every tre e in t h e  

1 6 3  
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gA rd e n  e x c e pt t h e  t r e e  o f  t h e  kn�w l e d �e o f  � o o d  e nd 

e v i l . So�e pe o pl e  t h i nk the t b e c e u s e  o f  Hebrew i d i o -

me t i c  u s e  o f  two o pro s i t e s  t o  e x pre s s  t o t a l i ty , s u c h  

a s , " he 8 ve n  !' m d  e a rt h " e n d  " d owns i t t inp; 8 n d  u pr i s i ng , "  

t h e  G e n e s i s  wr i t e r  we s s a y ing tha t e a t ing fro� t h i s  

t r e e would g ive t h e  c r e a ture omn i s c i e n c e . 1 Ano t h e r  

pre ve l �n t  i n t e r pr e t e t i on v i e w s  t h e  tre e P S  p iv ing 

knowl e d g e  o f  � o ra l  j ud g rr e n t  by w h i c h  �A n d i s cr i m i na t e s  

b e twe e n  r ig h t  e nd wrong . 2 Ye hwe h hP d g iven rra n a comm e n d  

t o  obe y .  �P n e l re e d y kne w  the  d i f f e re n c e  be twe e n  g o o d  

e nd e v i l  b e c a u s e  God  hR d t o l d  h irn t he t obe d i e nc e  w ould  

bring c o n t i nu e d  f e l l ow s h i p  whe re a s  d i s obe d i e n c e  would 

b r ing d e a t h . G o o d  b e he v i o r  brou�ht s om e t h i ng bene f i c ia l 

vrh i l e  e v i l  b e h a v i or brouP" h t  s orn e  k ind o f  pun i s hrr e nt . 

Unt i l  men a te h e  kne w  n o th ing o f  s ha �e o r  gu i l t , but 

a f t e r  he d i s ob e ye d  he  e t te i n e d  s u c h  knowl e d ge . 

Four t irr e s  in t h e  v i s i on o f  I s e i e h  the  t e rm s  for 

" g o o d " CliU) e nd " e v i l "  ('r]) A re j u:x te po s e d . The f ir s t  
• 

t i� e  i s  i n  5 : 2 0 wh e r e  I s a i R h  pronoun c e s " W o e ! " (1 l i1 )  u po n  

t h o s e  w h o  i nve r t  � o o d  e n d  e v i l , l ig h t  e nd d e rkne s s , swe e t  

and  b i t t e r : 

W o e  t o  t ho s e  w h o  ca l l  e v i l  g o o d , and 
g o o d  e v i l : 

W h o  s ub s t i tu t e  d a rkne s s  f or l ig h t  e n d  
l ig h t  f o r  d e rkne s s : 

Who subs t i tu t e  b i t t e r  f o r  s we e t , a n d  
s we e t  f o r  b i t t e r !  

T o  c e l l  P" o o d  e v i l  � nd e v i l  � o o d  b r ing s a We rn i ng o f  God ' s  

che s t i s em e n t . 3 

The c onne c t i on o f  � iCJ e nd ') J vJA s A l s o  u s e d  b y  IsA i A h  



in YR hweh ' s  si�n to Aha z . The l R n d s o f  S y ria Pnd Isra e l  

would be d e s troy e d  b e f o re the son who  would b e  born cou ld 

know to refuse e vi l  and choo �e �ood . Before IrnroRnuel ha d 

g rown e nough ps ychologica l l y  to know the d i f ference 

between �ood and evil , Aha z ' s  enereies would be d ef e a ted . 

Herbert Wolf recogni z e d  th� t t h e  reference to !�manuel ' s  

knowing the d i f ference between good and evil in 7 : 1 5-1 6 ,  

and �aher-sh a l a l-ha sh-ba z knowing how to s a y  '' m y  fa t h e r "  

and " my mot her " in 8 : 4 ref e r  to t h e  sa me period of time 

in a child ' s  life . 4 Bo th of these ta ke place before the 

child is three years of age . Here a l s o the connec tion 

of F O Od and evil ref e rs to mora l knowled ge. 

The third u s e g e  of this phra se a ppeR rs in Ya.hweh ' s  

chal lenge to o t h e r  god s  t o  c re a te something new in 41 : 2J .  

Yahweh d oes no t CR re i f  i t  is good o r  evil . He jus t wants 

t hese so-ca l led god s to prove their exis tence . �hen they 

d o  no t pe r form , he s coffs a t  them end d ecla res t ha t  they 

a re of no a ccoun t .  

However , Ya hweh proclaimed tha t he did bo th good and 

evil . According to 45:7 , he is  the one who forms light 

and crea tes d a rkness , ca uses wel l-being a n d  crea tes 

ca lamit y . This a bility to d o  both good and ba d derons t ra tes 

tha t he is the onl y  God . 

The g rea t d is pa ri t y  within the vision of Isaiah 

betw e e n  the use o f  �iU and �J i llustra tes tha t Isaiah w a s  

writing to a people who  W P re not �ood but were e vil . Not 

very many people a re iden tifie d  a s  bein� good . Hezekiah 



rem ind e d  Y c hweh thA t he h0 d d one whA t i s  g o od in h i s  

s ig h t  ( J8 : J ) .  The eunuchs who ke e p  the S A bbn th w i l l  
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be g iven a g o o d  name , b e t t e r  t hA n t h e  nAme  of  s on s  a nd 

d a ug h t e r s , b e ca u s e  the y have ke pt t he sabba th , d one 

wha t plea s e d  YA hwe h A nd h e ld t o  the  c ovena nt re l a t i on­

s h i p  w i t h  Ya hwe h .
5 

In 41 : 7  I s a i A h  re por t e d  t h a t when men ha s mA d e  e n  

i d o l , he a nnounce s ,  " I t i s  g o o d . "  A f t e r  h e  pronoun c e s  

i t  g o o d , he  na i l s  i t  d own s o  tha t i t  w i l l  n o t  t o t te r .  

I s a i a h , a t  t h i s  p o i n t , i s  humorou s l y  r i d i cul ing mank i nd 

who  c ons id e rs h i s  own crea t i on , wh i c h  ne e d F  a d d i t i ona l 

a i d t o  s tand , And  wh i ch h e  w o rs h i ps a s  the  one who c on-

t r o l s  h i s  l i fe , e nd pron ounc e s  i t  g o o d . M e n ' s  a c t i o ns 

pArod y G o d ' s  cre p t ive powe r , w h o , when he crea t e d , s a i d , 

" I t i s  g o o d . "  ihe i r ony i s  t � a t ma nk i n d  wors h i ps t ha t 

wh i ch h e  pronoun c e s  " g o o d " ra t h e r  t h ::m the one who 

pronounce d h im 11 g ood . "  

Yahweh ' s  CA S e  a ga i ns t t he pe ople  o f  I s r ael bega n w i th 

the i r  f i r s t  fore fA ther who  s inne d ( 4 J : 2 7 ) . 6 The s e cond 

po int is thA t the i r  l e a d e rs hAve s inne d . Eve n t h ough h e  

c a l l e d  t o  h i s  pe o pl e , th e y  d i d n o t  a nswe r , but d i d tha t 

wh i c h  wa s e v i l  in h i s  s ig h t  ( 6 5 : 1 2 ; 66 : 4 ) . The y  wa lke d 

i n  a wa y thA t wa s n o t  g o o d  ( 6 5 : 2 ) ,  a n d  t h e i r  f e e t  run t o  

e v i l  ( 59 : 7 ) .  The y  d o  n o t  s pe a k  t h e  t ruth ( 59 : 1 5 ) .  The y  

a re o f f s pr i ng o f  e v i l d o e rs ( 1  : 4 ; 1 4 : 2 0 ) .  The y  f e e l  

s e cure in t h e i r  w i c ke d n e s s  ( 47 : 8 ,  1 0 ) .  Th e y  u s e  e v i l  a s  

A WeA pon ( J2 : 7 ) .  W i cke d ne s s  pe rvad e d  t h e  whole Jud een 
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s o c i e t y .  

�he c on t ra s t w i th t h i s  wh i c h  Ya hwe h pre s e n t s  i s  the 

r i gh te ousne s s  of h i s  own new world . The re w i l l  b e  n o  e v i l  

i n  G o d ' s  h o l y  mounta in ( 6 5 : 2 5 ) .  No one w i l l  hurt o r  d e s ­

troy there  ( 1 1 : 9 ) .  The righ t e ous are t o  c e a s e  t o  d o  e v i l 

( 1 : 1 6 ) ,  t o  s hu t  t h e i r  e ye from s e e i ng e v i l  ( J J : 1 5 )  a n d  

ke e p  the i r  h a nd s f rom d o ing e v i l  ( 56 : 2 ) . If t h e y  d o ,  t h e y  

w i l l  b e  ble s s e d  ( 56 : 2 ) .  F o r  the r ig ht e ou s  man d e a th i s  a 

t ime o f  pe a ce a n d  re s t  be c a u s e  h e  i s  t a ken away from e v i l  

( 5 ? : 1 -2 ) .  

On t h e  o t h e r  h an d  the e v i l  re ce ive no p i t y  from Yahwe h 

( 9 : 1 ? ) .  Ins t e a d , h e  r i s e s  u p  a ga ins t them ( J1 : 2 )  and e v i l 

come s u pon t h e m  ( 4? : 1 1 ) .  The e a rt h  a l s o  i s  inv o lve d i n  

t h e  pun i s hm e nt o f  w i cke d n e s s  be caus e i t  w i l l  be u t te rl y  

broken d own ( 2 4 : 1 9 ) .  

Pr i d e  

A c c o rd ing t o  t h e  Gene s i s  author t h e  c a us e o f  s in i n  

the ga r d e n  wa s t h e  s in o f  pr i d e . Ad am a nd Eve wa nte d t o  

be e a ua l  w i th God . Acc ord ing t o  the v i s i on o f  I s a iah t h e  

d ownf a l l  o f  Baby l on wa s i t s  pr i d e . Th i s  w a s  o n e  s in wh i c h  

Ya hwe h f ought m o re t h a n  a n y  o t he r ,  be s i d e s  i do l a t ry . Eve n 

i do l a t ry i s  a f o rm o f  pr i d e .  

Twi ce i n  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  I s a i a h  the pr i d e  o f  Ba byl o n  

i s  ment i one d a s  i ts d ownfa l l  - - 1 4 : 4 -2 3 a nd 4? : 1 -1 5 .  In 

cha p t e r  f ourte e n , t h e  k i ng o f  Babyl on s a ys i n  h i s  he a r t : 

I w i l l  a s c e nd t o  h e a ve n ; 



I w i l l  rn i s e  rr y  th rone a b ove the s tq r s  
o f  G o d , 

An d I w i l l s i t on the moun t o f  a s se�b l y  
I n  the re c e s se s  o f  the north . 
I w i ll a s c e nd A b ov e  t h e  he i gh t s  of the 

c l oud s ' 
I w i l l  ma ke mys e lf l ike t � e  �o s t  H i gh 
{ 1 4 : 1 )-1 4 ) .  
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Be c A u s e  o f  h i s  pr i d e ,  he v� i l l  b e  humb l e d , brought l ow .  

Rn yr- ond c .  Va n Le e uw e n  i d e n t i f i e s  s e vera l  mo t i fs 

i n  t h i s  pn s s n g e  w h i c h hn ve pq ra l l e l s  w i th the e p i c  of  

G i lg a rre s h .  In 1 4 : 8  the  tre e s  re j o i c e  be c n us e  n o  tree 

cut t e rs have bothered  the� s i n c e  the c e � i s e  of Enbylon . 

I n  the G i l�ame s h  e p i c , G i lgn m e s h  h i rr � e l f  bon s t e c  of  h i s  

e x pl o i t s  i n  t h e  Leb A non f ore s t . ? 

�hen G i lgarne s h  f inA l l y  A rr ive d n t  the d we l l i ng pla c e  

o f  Utna p i s h t im , he s e n s e d  tha t a l l  i s  n o t  a s  i t  s hould be . 

G i l�ame s h  s a i d  t o  Utna p i s h t im , the Ba bylon ian Noah : 

A s  I l o o k  u pon the e , Utnapi s h t im , 
Thy fe n ture s are n o t  s trange ; even a s  I 

a r t  tho u . 
Th o u . a r t  n o t  s trnnge a t  a ll ; eve n  a s  I 

a rt thou . 
Ky h e a r t  ha s r e g a rd e d  the e a s  re s o lved 

t o  d o  bq t t l e , [ Y e t] thou l i e s t  ind o le n t  upon thy ba c k !  [Te l l  me ,) hm'r j o in e s t  thou t h e  a s s embl y  
o f  the p- oc'l s , 

I n  thy q ue s t  for l i f e ? ( XI , 1 - 7 ) 8 

He re G i lgame s h  i s  a s t ound e d  t o  d i s c over one who wa s a 

f orme r  wa rr i or s o  we a k  a n d  in e ff e c t un l .
9 

Likew i s e , i n  

I s a i ah 1 4 : 1 0 ,  t he f o re s t  ma rve l s : " Eve n you have be e n  

ma d e  w e a k  a s  we ! Y o u  h a ve be c ome l ike us ! "  As  G i lg a -

m e s h  l o oke d w i th a ma z ement a t  Utna pi s h t im , s o  the 

na t i on s  w i l l  s t A re at the kinF of Ba by l on ( 1 4 : 1 6 ) . 1 0  
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I t  i s  c le P. r  thA t I s P i o h  us e d  the e p i c  o f  G i lgRm e s h  

a s  a s ource o f  a l lus i on i n  h i s  harangue a ga i n s t  the prid e 

o f  Baby l on . However ,  he u t i l i z e d  i t  by a ppl y i ng the 

s pe c i a l  l i t e ra r y  d ev i c e  of inve r s i on . c .  Le v i  S tra u s s  

t a ught tha t inve r s i on o c curs when a n  a uthor a ppro pr i a te s  

a fore i gn m o t i f  f o r  h i s  own u s e  i n  a m a nne r tha t i s  

unm i s t a ka b l y  d i s t ingu i s he d  from i t s  o r i g ina l u s e  b y 

1 1  a ppe o r i ng i n  the na rra t i ve in a n  inve rte d f orm . In 

c ha pte r f our t e e n  be s i d e s  the inve rs ions alre a d y  ment i o n e d , 

t h e  ul t im � t e  inve rs i on a nd taun t i s  I s a i a h ' s  r i d i cule o f  

t h e  king o f  Ba bylon by us ing a Me s o po t r- m i a n  myth . 1 2  

In cha pter 4 7 , Babylon wa s g ive n the ta s k  o f  d e fe a t in� 

I s ra e l .  Howeve r , the y d id not s how mercy , l'he y fe l t  t ha t 

a s  the " a ue e n "  o f  the na t i ons they  d id n o t  n e e d  t o  be  

m e rc i fu l , He r a t t i tud e wa s ,  " I  a m  a nd there is  no one 

be s i d e s  m e . "  How e ve r , t h i s  is the very cla im tha t Yahwe h 

ma d e  f o r  h im s e lf P. nd would l e t  n o  o t h e r  g o d  o r  na t i on 

mA ke . I n  4 2 : 8 ,  Y a hweh d e c lp. re d : " I  a m  YP hv:e h ,  tha t i s  

M y  name ; I w i l l  n o t  g ive My g l o ry t o  ano the r ,  n o r  my 

pra i s e  t o  g raven imA ge s , "  A t  l e a s t  s e ven t ime s Yahweh 

m a ke s a s im i la r d e c l a ra t i on ( 44 : 8 ;  45 : 6 ,  8 ,  1 8 ,  21 ; 46 : 9 ;  

4tl : 1 1 ) .  

Jus t  a s  Y a hw e h  pro� i s e d  Baby l on thA t s he w ould  be 

pun i s he d  " But the s e  two th i ng s  s hall c ome o n  you 

s ud d e n l y  in one d a y : l o s s  o f  c h i ld re n  and w i d owho od " 

( Is .  4 7 : 9 ) .  - - s o  there w i l l  b e  a d A y  of re c kon i ng for 

e ve ryon e  who is proud and l o f t y . God w i l l  a ba s e  the 
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proud , the haugh t y , the a rr ogant a nd tho s e  o f  " importanc e . " 

I s ra e l  wa s cond e mned b y  Ya hwe h f o r  " a s s e r t i ng i n  pr i de 

A nd n rrog.o. nce o f  he"" r t "  t h"" t t h e y  vTOuld rebu i l d  the i r  

l a nd w i th m ore beauty thA n be f ore . A s  a r e s u l t , she  

would be d e s t roye d by t h e  S yr i a ns and the  fh i l i s t in e s  

( 9 : 9 -1 1 ) .  L i ke w i s e , Moab , w h o  w a s  ren owne d f o r  he r exce s -

s ive pr id e , would b e  d e g rad e d  w i t h in three ye a r s  ( 1 6 : 6 -1 4 ) .  

Tyre , who g l o r i e d  in he r b e au t y  a nd e conom i c  e m pi re , would 

e x a l t  no m o re ( 2 3 : 9 - 1 2 ) .  Je rus a lem � l s o  w ould b e  brought 

l ow a nd d e fe a t e d  by he r e ne m i e s  ( 2 9 : 1 - 8 ;  J 2 : 1 9 ) .  

Whe ther the proud e nd h a ughty a re na t i on s  o r  ind i v i dual s , 

Y a hweh w i l l  humb l e  them . Onc e  I s a ia h  pronoun c e d  " W o e ! " u pon 

tho s e  who a re w i s e  i n  t h e i r  own e y e s  ( 5 : 21 ) .  Th irteen t ime s 

h e  pro phe s i e d  that Ya hwe h w i l l  abs s e  the h igh , t he proud , 

the he ughty . 1 3  Ya hwe h g i ve s  the im pre s s i on that  he ha s a 

pe rs ona l vend e t ta aga ins t pr i d e .  

Ins t e a d  o f  b e i ng proud , m a n  i s  t o  re j o i ce i n  Yahwe h ' s  

h ighne s s  ( l J : J )  a nd s ing o f  h i s  m a j e s ty ( 24 : 1 4 ) .  Ya hwe h 

i s  the h ig h  a n d  exa l t e d  one w h o  dwe l l s  in a h i g h  a nd ho l y  

pla c e . I'h i s  c on c e pt o f  Ya hwe h l iv i ng a pA rt from IT'Rnkind 

i n  a d i s ta nt and h o l y  pla c e  i s  s im i la r  t o  the d we l l ing 

pla c e  o f  El , the h igh g o d  in Ugar i t i c  myt ho logy . There 

i s  one grea t  d i f fe re nc e , Ya hwe h a l s o  dwe l l s  w i th men f or 

h e  d we l l s  w i th " th e  c on t ri te and l owly o f  s pi r i t "  ( 5 ? : 1 5 ) 

and w i t h  the man who i s  humbl e ,  c on t r i t e  o f  s pi r i t  and 

t rembl e s  a t  h i s  word ( 6 6 : 2 ) .  Man mus t be hUrrble o r  Yahw e h  

w i l l  humb l e  ( 79W)  h im .  When h e  i s  humb l e , Ya hweh rev ive s . .  .,. 
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h im ; but , whe n h e  i s  proud , Ya hwe h bring s  h im l ow , h e  

a ba s e s  h im . Th i s  tru t h  that Yahwe h w i ll humbl e  t h e  proud 

e nd w i l l  exa l t  t ho s e  who f o l l ow h im i s  an important pa rt 

of I sa i a h ' s  e s chato l ogy1 4  b e c au s e  he pla c e s  the e x a l ta-

t i o n  of Jeru sa l e m  ( 2 : 1 -4 )  a nd the humbl ing o f  the proud 

( 2 : 5- 2 2 ) in the c on tex t of " th e  l a s t  day s "  an d the " d a y  

o f  re ckon ing . "  

Shame and Na ke d ne s s  

Be cau s e  �an i s  proud , h e  s in s ; and h i s  s in br ings 

s ha � e  upon h im . In the G e ne s i s  a c c oun t o f  cre a t ion 

wh e n  Ad a m  and  Eve a te the f o rb i d d en fru i t ,  t h e y be c ame 

a wa re o f  t h e i r  na ke dne s s  a nd the y be ca�e a s ha�e d . When 

t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t t h e y  we re nake d , they h i d  f rom God . 

In c on t ra s t  t o  t h i s  in c i d e nt in the i r  l iv e s , be f ore 

A dam and Eve s inned , t h e y  were "both naked and were n o t  

a s hame d " ( Ge .  2 : 2 5 ) .  In t h i s  s tory o f  t h e  f ir s t  ma r-

r i a g e  t h e  G e ne s i s  a u t h o r  c le a rl y  s howe d that nake dne s s  

a n d  s ha m e  m e a n  the s ame t h ing . The re f o re , nake d ne s s  i s  

a s yrrbo l  f o r  s ha De . 

The v i s i on o f  I s a i a h  beg i n s  w i t h  a c on tra s t  o f  the 

pe o pl e  o f  Jud a h  wi th t h e  ox and t h e  d onke y .  The cre a -

t i o n  a c t s  a s  a w i tne s s  t o  t h e  t ru t h  o f  Yahwe h ' s  a c cuse-

t i on t ha t  

An ox knows i t s  owne r , 
An d a d onke y h i s  ma s te r ' s  �an�e r ,  
But I s ra e l  d oe s  n o t  know , 
My pe o pl e  d o  n o t  und e r s t and ( l : J ) .  
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In th i s  s c enar i o  d om i n i on i s  reve rs e d . In s t e a d  o f  m a n  

re s pond ing t o  h i s  make r l i ke the an ima l s , he  ha s re -

b e l l e d . Man ha s be c ome lowe r t han the an i ma l s  a nd 

t h e re f ore s h ould be a s hamed a nd re pen t . 

There e r e  s ev e ra l  s ynonyms tha t mean " to be 

a s hame d " and s eve ral t ha t  denote "nake d ne s s . "  The m a i n  

w ord f o r  " to be a s hame d "  i s  Wi!J.. . I t  s pe ak s  o f  the 

s harre o r  c o n fu s i on tha t c om e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t rus t in s ome -

th ing tha t fa i l s . Jud ah ' s  t rus t i n  Egypt ' s  m i l i tary 

G ight would e n d  in f a i lure . Con s e q uently , the s a f e t y  

o f  Phar.g o h would be the i r  s hane and the s h e l t e r  Egy p t  

c ould prov i d e  t h e m  would be the i r  hum i l i a t i on . Juda h  

would b e  A s ha m e d  b e c a u s e  the y t rus t e d  i n  a n a t i o n  that 
. 

c ould n o t  he l p  t hem ( 3 0 : 3- 5 ) . I s a i a h  A l s o  u s e d  L> 1 .!1  i n  

t h i s  mann e r  when h e  s poke o f  tho s e  w h o  ma d e  i d o l s , t h o s e  

w h o  a s � o c ia te d  w i th i d o l m a k e rs and t ho s e  w h o  wors h i pped 

i d o l s . 1 5  Howeve r ,  more  t h a n  confu s i on w i l l  re sult  from 
. 

the i r  i d o l a try . W l !l B l s o  re fers  to  the re sult  o f  

gu i l t  o r  s ha m e  wh i c h  a c c o m pan i e s  a s in ful a c t . Jus t a s  

Adam and Eve e x pe r i e n c e d  s h a � e  a f t e r  the i r  s in ,  s o  tho s e  

who ha t e  God ' s  s e rvan t s , I s ra e l  o r  Y a hwe h w i ll b e  pu t t o  

1 6  s hame , hum i l i a t e d .  

When I s a i ah pro ph e s i e d  that a na t i on would be 

s hame d , h e  s poke  of  t h e i r  m i l i ta ry d e fe a t . I s a i a h  

walked nake d f o r  t h re e y e a rs t o  s h ow that Eg y pt and Cus h  

would b e  s ha m e d  b y  t h e  A s s yr ia n  a rmy a nd c a rr i e d  away 

ca pt i ve in na ke d ne s s . In a para l l e l  pa s s a ge in 45 : 1 4 - 1 7 
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I s a i ah aga in pro phe s i e d  tha t Egy pt a n d  Cus h  would b e  

pu t t o  s ha r1 e . Dur ing t h e  same A s s yr iRn c a m pa. i gn , As s y r i a  

s ha m e d  the i n h � b i t an t s  o f  Jud a h  b y  c a pturing t h e i r  

c i t i e s . S i d on was c omma nd e d  to be  a sh am e d  i n  2 ) : 4 . In 

ve r s e  one the re port i s  m a d e tha t Tyre ha s b e e n  d e ­

s tr o ye d .  Thus , lli 1 !1. re f e rre d t o  the s hame o f  m i l  i tR ry 

d e fe a t . 

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , t h o s e  who are obe d i e n t  t o  Yah­

weh or h i s  s e rvant w i ll not be put t o  s hame . The obe d ­

i e n c e  and z e a l  o f  Y a hwe h ' s  pe o pl e  w i ll put the  w i c ke d  

t o  s ha me ( 2 6 : 1 1 ) .  Th e re d empt i o n  o f  Ya hw e h  w i l l  e l i� ­

i n a t e  s ha me from t h e  l iv e s  o f  the re d e em e d . 1 7  Ins te a d  

o f  rememb e r i n g  t h e  s ha m e  o f  t h e i r  pas t  h i s tory in wh i c h  

the y reb e l l e d  aga i n s t  Ya hw e h , I s ra e l  i s  a dmon i s h e d  t o  

f o rg e t t h e i r  pa s t  b e caus e t h e y  w i ll n o t  b e  s ham e d  ( 54 : 4 ) . 

Tho s e  who a r e  c a l l e d  " th e  pr i e s ts o f  Yahwe h "  w i l l  have 

a d oubl e  por t i on i n s t e A d  o f  s hp J"l e 1 8  and  w i ll s ho u t  for 

j o y  ra the r thRn be hum i l i A t e d  ( 61 : 7 ) . 1 9  Tho s e  who 

wa i t  o n  Y a hw e h  w i l l  no t be put t o  s ha m e . The y  w i l l  not 

be d i s a ppo i n t e d  ( 49 : 2 J ) . 

I n  I s a i a h  5 0 : 4 - 7  the  s e rva nt o f  Ya hwe h  i s  c onfron t e d  

b y  t h e  i s su e  o f  s ha�e and hum i l ia t i on .  He w i l l  n o t  

h i d e  h i s  fa c e  from hum i l i a t i o n  a n d  s pi t t i ng ; in8 t e a d , 

he f a c e s  abus e .  Be c8use Y a hwe h h e l pe d  h im , h e  i s  not 

d i sgra c e d  or a s h am e d . He a l s o  re s olve s t o  fa c e  the 

hum i l i a t i o n  b e cause  h e  knows tha t Yahweh w i ll v i n d i c a t e  

h im . I n  6 5 : 1 3 Yahwe h s a y s  t h a t  t h e  s e rvant w i l l  b e  
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s ha m e d  wh i l e  t h o s e  w h o  b e c oP e  s e rvan t s  o f  Ya hwe h b e c au s e  

o f  h im w i l l  re j o i ce . Wh i l e  6 S : 1 J e m ph a s i z e s  t h a t the 

s e rva nt would suff e r  the  hum i l i a t i on of  n e a th , c h a pt er 

S O  e m pha s i z e s  tha t the s e rva nt would n o t  be s h a m e d  b y  

fa i lure but that Ya hweh would vind i ca te h im • 
. " 

W 1 il. i s  u s ua l l y  a c c orr pa n  i e d  i n  a s ynonymous mA nner 

by 0 '? 3  , wh i c h  means  " t o co n found , to  hlm il i a t e , "  and , - ,.. 
l e s s  fre q uentl y ,  l 'g  fJ ,  wh i c h  m e � m s  " t o  e mba rra s s . "  A 

noun wh i ch rr.eans  " s h a rr: e , r e proa c h "  i s  ilQ ln . T ' · •  I t  e ppe a rs 

s ix t i m e s  in the v i s i o n  o f  I s a i a h . I t  re f e rr e d  to  the  

s h a m e  o f  b e ing w i t h out a h u sba �d ( 4 : 1 ) .  Egy pt w i l l  be 

a re pro a c h  to Jud a h  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  able  to a id 

them m i l i ta r i l y  ( JO : S ) . When Ba bylon i s  d e s tr o y e d , h e r  

s h � m e  w i l l  be s e en ( 47 : J ) . Th o s e  who know G o d ' s  r i�h -

te ousaess and f e a r h i s  law a re n o t  t o  f e a r  the  a t te rr pt s  

b y  pe o ple t o  s ha m e  t h e �  ( 51 : 7 ) . Yahwe h c om f o r t e d  Jud a h , 

t h e  rr. a r r i e d  woma n , w i t h  the  t hou�h t tha t s h e  wou l d  no t 

rememb e r  t h e  re proa ch o �  h e r  w i d owhood ( 54 : 4 ) . In fa c t , 

t he t irre w i l l  corne , when la hwe h d e s troys � e a th , t ha t he  

will remove the re proa ch of  h i s  pe o ple ( 2 5 : 8 ) . 

Fina lly , (J l 3_  or l �CJ  a re u s e d  in conne c t i on wi th 

the s un and m o on . A c c o rd ing to 2 li : 2 J- 2 4  when l a hweh 

re i g n s  on h i s  moun tain , t h e  s un w i l l  b e  a s hame d  (Gi � )  
and the m o on w i l l  b e  e mb a rra s s e d  (t 9 n ) . The i r  a b i l i t y  " ... 
t o  s h ine  forth l i ght w i ll fa i l .  The re w i l l  b e  n o  ne e d  

f o r  t h e i r  l i� h t  b e caus e Yahwe h w i l l  b e  a n  eve rl a s t ing 
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In the  Gene s i s a c c oun t t h e  conce pt o f  s hame i s  

s ymbo l i z e d  b y  na ke d ne s s . I n  an e na c t e d  pro phe c y , t h e  

mo s t  v i v i d  i llus t ra t i on of t h e  c orre l a t i o n  o f  s hame  a nd 

na kedne s s , Ya hweh c o�ma n � ed I s a i a h  t o  wa l k  about n a k e d  

( Q i l l;:l )  a nd b a re f o o t  f or t h r e e  y e a r s . For thre e ye R rs T 
h e  probably wore only h i s  tun i c  t o  s ign i f y  tha t Egypt 

and Cu s h  woul d b e  l e d  awa y into c a pt i v i t y ( 2 0 : 1 -6 ) . 

Na ke d ne s s  (\l l l"} ) i s  8 s yD"bo l  o f  rumk ind ' s  s h8 1':1 e  .,.. ! \' 

e t  h i s  b e havi or , o f  h i s  s in ful na ture . Out s i d e  o f  a 

pro pe r  s e xuR l re la t i ons h i p  ( c f .  Ge . 2 : 2 5 ) , nake d n e s s  

c a nn o t  b e  t o l e ra te ct . 2 0  N o t  o n l y  would Egypt ' s  s ha m e  

be un cove r e d  b u t  a l s o  the  n a k e dn e s s  o f  Bab ylon w ould b e  

reve a l e d  ( 47 : J ) . Th i s  m e a n s  t ha t the i r  s in fu l  na ture s 

we re t o  be  r e cogn i z e d  f o r  wha t  t h e y  a c tual l y  we re . 

In o rd e r  f or na ke d n e s s  t o  b e  rev e a l e d  t h e  pe rson 

mus t  s tr i p  (tJU'ii ) o r  b e  un c ov e re d .  In )2 : 1 1  s tr i pping - �  
i s  a s i gn o f  re pen t a n c e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  c onne c t e d  t o  the 

wear ing o f  s a c kcl o t h . El s ewh e r e , i t  i s  a s ign of s h a m e  

a n d  s in fulne s s . 2 1  I n  4 7 : 2 - 3 Yahwe h  c ommend e d  Ba bylon 

t o  s tr i p  o f f  h e r  c l o t h e s  so t h a t  her s ha m e , h e r  s inful -

n e s s , m a y b e  e x po s e d  b e c a u s e  Yahwe h w i ll t a ke vengea n c e  

u po n  h e r .  

The curs e o f  n a k e d n e s s  i s  reve r s e d  b y  Ya hWe h who 

make s h im s e l f  b a re by pour ing out h i s  S p i r i t  u pon man 

( )2 : 1 5 ) . S o , the unc ove r ing of Y a hwe h l e a d s  to the 

r e c l o t h ing of nature a n d  m a n . �an i s  n o  long e r  a s ha m e d  

b u t  perf orws r i p h t e ousne s s . The s e rvant o f  Yahwe h al s o  
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bare s h im s e l f  b y  pour ing out h i s  l i fe un to d e a th 

( 5 3 : 1 2 ) . Th i s  a c t e na bl e s h i m  t o  b e a r  the s in of  m a ny 

a n d  i n t e r c e d e  f o r  them . The re fore , the cur s e  o f  nake d -

ne s s  a nd s ham e wa s reve r s e d  b y  Yahwe h and h i s  s e rvan t 

who , i n  e ff e c t , ma d e  the m s e lve s naked and poure d out 

the i r  l i fe u pon mank ind in the f o rm of the S p i r i t  and 

the s a cr i f i c e  of d e a t h . 

Curs e  

The f inal a c t  i n  t he s c e ne in wh i c h  the re lat i on-

s h i p  b e twe en Yahwe h a nd mank ind wa s broken wa s the pro -

nouncement o f  t h e  curs e b y  Ya hwe h . �a nkind  h A d  ma de a 

moral c h o i ce b e twe e n  g o o d  a nd ev i l , the y had a tt empted 

to b e c om e  e a ual w i t h G o d , the y had r e c ogn i z e d  the i r  

nakedne s s  a n d  s hame . No� Y a hw e h  cur s e d  the i r  world b e -

c au s e  of  the i r  s in .  

The word f o r  " curs e "  u s e d  i n  Gene s i s i s  l l  H .  I t  _ .,.  
rnea.ns " t o pla c e  i n  B s t B t e  o f  curs e . " 2 2  W he th e r  i t  i s  

u s e d  i n  the de c la ra t i on , B thre a t o r  a law , " the curse -

say ing s B r e  a re f l e x  o f  one v i o la t ing h i s  re lB t i on sh i p  

t o  G od . " 2 3 Con c e rn ing t h e  d i f f e re n c e  b e twe en curs e 

f o rmu l a e  in the a nc i en t  Ne a r  Eas t and t h o s e from the 

Old Te s ta m e n t , F. c .  Fen s h � m  c omme nt s : 

The m e chan i cB l  mag i ca l  e x e cu t i on of t h e  
t r e a t y- curs e  • • • s tand s in gla r ing contra s t 
to t h e  e g o - t h e o l og i ca l  approa ch o f  pro ph e t i c  
wr i t in�s • • • t h e  e g o  o f  t h e  Lo rd i s  the 
f o cal po i n t  o f  the thre a t , the e x e cut i on and 
pun i s hm e n t  o f  a curs e • • • Cur s e s of the 
an c i e n t  Near Ea s t , tho s e  out s i d e  the Old 
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Te s tam e n t , e re d ire c t e d  aga i ns t  a t ra n sgre s ­
s i on on pri va t e  pro perty • • •  bu t the  m o ral 
and e th i c a l  obl iga t i on in c onne c t i o n  w i th h i s  
d u t y  t o  o n e  G o d 2 nnd l ove t o  h i s  ne ighbor i s  
n o t  t o u c h e d  on . 

1 1  H i s  n o t  u s e d  by I s e  ia h .  In s t e ad , he  u s e d  s ev-- T  
e ra l o t h e r  words wh i ch m e an " t o  curs e "  o r  " curs e . "  The 

f i r s t  o f  the s e  word s i s  11ft f. I t  h a s the  c onno ta t i on 

o f  b e ing " re move d from the  b le s s ing o f  e l e c t i on . " 2 5 It 

invo lve s t he pronoun ce m e n t  of a curs e  f o rmula a s  o ppo s e d  

t o  be ing i n  an a c tua l s t a t e  o f  curs e . 2 6  The e nun c i a t ion 

of such a f ormula e i t h e r  i n te n d s  o r  a c compl i s h e s the 

v i o la t i on o f  the  c re a t e d  o r d e r  2 7  a nd re a l  h8 rm . 

When man u t t e rs the  curs e , a s  i n  8 : 21 ,  wh e re man 

curs e s  h i s  God and h i s  k ing be c a u s e  he  i s  hungry , it i s  

usua l l y  a f o rreula i c  o a th . Whe n  G o d  u t t e rs 8 curs e , as 

in the c re a t i on a c c oun t of man ' s  o r i g inal s in , it a l ters  

t h e  s ta te of  men ' s  r e l a t i ons h i p  w i t h  God  and  t h e  c rea-

t i o n . The r e f ore , the land of Na phta l i  and  Zebul on were 

cons i d e re d  to b e  cur s e d  b e c a u s e  the i r  r e lat i o ns h i p  w i t h  

G o d  h a d  b e e n  s eve re d . Y a h w e h  pro� i s e d  t o  re s t o re the 

r e l a t i ons h i p  ( 9 : 1 ) ,  Th o s e  w h o  t h in k  o f  them s e lv e s  more 

h ig h l y  than t h e y  o ug h t  w i ll b e  curs e d  by Ya hw e h  re sul t -

i n g  i n  8 broke n s p i r i tua l r e l 8 t i ons h i p  ( 2 J : 9 ) . In the 

age o f  t h e  new h e a v e n s  and t he new e a r th , when a person 

who is  not y e t one hund r e d  ye a rs o l d  d i e s , h e  w i l l  be 

cons id e r e d  a c curs e d  b y  God in t hat t h e i r  r e l a t i on s h i p  

h a s  b e e n  d i s ru pt e d  o r  G o d  has pun i s he d  h im f o r  h i s s in s . 

The rema in ing two words wh i ch B. re t rA n s l a t e d  " cur s e " 
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a r e  iJ Y:JJ.W and i1'?H . Both o f  the s e  word s have the  c on -T : T' T 
n o tat i on o f  o F.J th . Ou t o f  t h irty t im e s i1�·1J.Y i s  f ound 

in t h e  Old Te s ta me n t , it i s  tran s la t e d  " curs e " o n l y  

o n c e , i n  I s a i a h  6 5 : 1 5 .  Eve ry o t h e r  t ime i t  i s  t ra n s ­

l a t e d  " o a th . " \IY� lW i s  R n oun d e riva t ive o f  Y�W w h i c h  T : T T 
I!l e a n s  " to swe p. r  a.n oAth . "  "il)i1 �(J i s  " a  s o lemn v e rbB l T : 
s ta t e m e nt o r  pl e d g e  tha t i s  a f f i rm e d , wh i l e  the  c ove nant 

is the s ub s tance of e n  agreeFent i ts e l f . " 2 8  The O A t h  

was 

a t e a c h ing m e thod o f  God , a g ra c i ou s  i n s tru­
�ent t o  h e l p  the we a k  f a i th of e v e ry genera­
t i on t o  b e l i eve tha t God will s om e d a y  a b s o ­
lute ly a c compl i s h  h i s  prom i s e s  t o  h i s  pe ople 
d e s pi t e  d i s c ourag i ng e x t e rna l c i rcums t a n ce s . � 9 

. 
I n  6 5 : 1 5 , wh e re il Y:f lW i s  trans l a t e d  " curs e , "  a ... : . 

n !'l!n e  w i l l  be l e f t  f o r  a i1 1.J� J. Y .  Th i s  v e r s e  i s  pla c e d  """ 
in t h e  c on t e x t  of pun i s hment f o r  t ho s e  who d o  a c t s  of  

w o r s h i p  t o  o t h e r  gods and who a re a n  a b o m ina t i on to 

Y a hwe h , who ha ve a s e l f - r i g h t e ous , h o l i e r- t h a n - t h ou 

a t t i tud e .  Tho s e  who d o  ev i l  i n  Ya hwe h ' s  s ig h t  w i ll be 

pun i s h e d . Y a hw e h  c on tra s t s  t h i s  pun i s hm e n t  w i th t he 

rewa rd o f  h i s  s e rva nt s .  I t  i s  un c l e a r  who w i l l r e ce ive 

t h e  pun i s hm e n t , wh e th e r  the a po s t a t e s  or s orr e one e l s e . 3 °  

C o f f i n  e nd Mu i le nburg v i ew the  pas sa ge a s  s a y ing tha t 

a l l tha t w i l l  b e  l e f t  o f  the apo s ta t e s  w i l l  b e  t h e ir 

name us e d  i n  a cur s e  or oath . Jl Howeve r ,  the cry ing 

out w i t h  a h e a vy h e a r t  a nd wa i l ing w i t h  a broken s pi r i t  

would sugge s t  re pe n t an c e , wh i c h  i s  unl i ke l y  f o r  a n  apo s -

t a t e , o r  angu i s h  b e c au s e  o f  trem e n d ous jud gme n t  f o r  s in .  
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The h e a vy heart would s ug� e s t  e i th e r  conv i c t i on be caus e 

o f  s in o r  s orrow b e c a u s e  o f  t he burd en be ing b o rn . 

S in c e  i t  i s  unl ike l y  t h a t the a po s tate viould e x pe r i e nc e  

s u c h  f e e l ings , s om e on e  e l s e  mus t  b e  ind i ca t e d . T h e  

o n l y  o t he r  c ho i ce i s  t h e  s e rva n t  w h o  was " cu t  o f f  o u t  

o f  the  l a n d  o f  the  l iv ing , f o r  t h e  t ra n s g re s s i on o f  m y  

pe o pl e  t o  w h o m  the s troke wa s due " ( 5 ) : 8 ) .  Al s o , the 

s ta te m e n t  in 6 5 : 1 5  tha t Ya hwe h w i l l  s l a y  h im agre e s  w i th 

the  d e a t h  o f  the s e rva n �  in chapt e r  5 .3 . I f  t h i s  i d en-

t i f i ca t i on i s  c o rre c t , then t he s e rva nt w i l l  l e a ve h i s  
I 

n ame 8 s a n "i �  J.U f o r  YAhwe h ' s  c ho s en pe o pl e . " Y :t  J.. u '"f"' � .,.. '. 

c ould b e  tran s l a t e d  " curs e , "  a s  i t  norma l l y  i s  i n  t h i s  

vers e , w i t h  t h e  c onn o ta t i on b� ing t ha t  o f  a s t a t e  o f  

s e pa ra t i on be tween t h e  c h o s e n  pe o pl e  a n d  Yahwe h ;  or , i t  

c ould be trans la t e d  " oe.t h , "  w h i c h  i t  u s ua l l y  i s , v.r i  t h  

t h e  c onno t a t i o n  be i ng t h a t  o f  t e a c h ing h i s  pe o pl e  s o  

t h a t  t h e y may have fa i th i n  h im .  Pos s ibly both  inter-

pre t a t i on s  a re c o rre c t  w i t h  the pr imary e m pha s i s  be ing 

u pon t h e  curs e and t h e  s e pa ra t i o n  o f  the  c h o s e n  pe ople 

f rom Ya hwe h .  

I f  t h i s  ve r s e  a ppl i e s  t o  the  a po s ta te pe o pl e , wh i c h  

t h e  pa s s a� e  m i g h t  ind i c a te w i th i t s  pe ra l l e l  s tructure 

in vers e s  8 - 1 2 a nd 1 .3- 1 5 a nc w i th i t s  s ynonymous u s e  o f  

" fl,y s e rva n t s " and " f:iy c h o s e n  o n e s , "  t h e n  t h e i r  n a m e  

w o u l d  b e come  an o a t h  on t h e  l i ps o f  Ya hwe h ' s  s e rvants . 

The i r  n a m e  would l e a ve a t a i n t e d  m e mo r y . In f a c t , i t  

wou l d  be a l l t ha t wa s l e f t o f  t h e i r  memory be caus e the y 
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would be s le in . 

A pa ra l l e l corr pa r i s on o f  t h e s e  two pa s sa g e s  

reveals  t h ? t  f i r s t  t h e  s e rvan t s  o f  Y a hw e h  a re m e n t ioned  

a n d  then the  a po s ta te s .  In v e r s e s  8 - 1 2 t h i s  involve s 

two larg e  s e c t i on s  w i th t h e  s e rva n t s  b e in� m e n t i oned in 

ve rs e s  8 -1 0 a nd t h e n  the  a po s t a t e s  b e ing d e s cr i b e d  i n  

vers e s  1 1 -1 2 . I n  v e r s e s  1 J-1 4a the  compar i s on invol ve s 

a l t e rna t i ng phra s e s  about  t h e  s e rvants and t h e  a po st a t e  

pe o pl e . Then 1 4b-1 5b i n c o r pora t e s  f our phra s e s  a bout 

t he a po s ta te pe o pl e  be f o re c o n c lud i ng in 1 5 c w i th a 

prom i s e  t o  Ya hwe h ' s  s e rvan t s . An o th e r  po int su ppo rt -

ing t h i s  v i e w  i s  t h e  s im i l a r  u s e  o f  a .f.\ 'tl , 
·: -

" y ou , "  in 

both pa s sa ge s . 

B o t h  i n t e r pre t a t i o n s  ma y be c orre c t  b e ca u s e  of  the  

a s sumpt i on by the  s e rv a n t  o f  the  s ins o f  t he pe o pl e  of  

I s ra e l . Cha p t e r  5 3  a l s o  m en t i on s  tha t t h e  s e rvant a l s o  

e ndure s " angu i s h  o f  s oul . "  The r e fo re , t h e  s e rvant 

would e ndure the pun i s hment of the a po s ta te in ord er 

t o  re s tore h iro t o  a r e l a t i on s h i p  w i th Yahwe h a part from 

a curs e . To t h o s e  wh o d o  n o t  d e s i re a re la t i ons h i p  w i th 

Yahw e h  h i s  name i s  a curs e . Howe ve r , t o  t ho s e  wh o do 

d e s i re s u c h  a r e l a t i ons h i p  he re v e r s e s  t h e  curs e and 

g iv e s t h e m  a new name : but t ho s e  who rema i n  a po s tate 

w i l l  b e  s la in and t h e i r  n a m e  w i l l  b e  a s ymbo l  of t h e i r  

cur s e  in t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h o s e  who s e rve Y a hw e h . 

n 7R ID e a n s  " oa t h "  a l s o .  I t s  m e an ing i nvo lve s the  T T 
s o l emn c ovena n t  b e twe en Yahwe h and I s ra e l  a n d  t h e  wa rn -
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i ng o f  judgment wh i c h  wa s a pa r t  o f  tha t c ovena n t , 32 

In c ha pt e r  2 4  I s a iah d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  man ' s  s i n 

upon t he na tural ord e r  in that God pla c e d  a curs e upon 

i t . Be c.o.use  ma. nkind "broke the everla s t ing covenant , "  

a cur s e  d e vours the  e a r t h , and  t ho s e  wh o l ive i n  i t  are 

he l d  gu i l t y . The e .o. r t h  w i l l  e ve n tu.o. l l y  b e  d e s tr o y e d  

b e c aus e Yahweh ha s s poken t he w o r d  o f  curs e . Th i s  

cur s e  u pon t h e  e a r t h  i n vo l ve s jud �ment and pun i s hment . 

Howeve r ,  there  i s  al s o  a prom i s e  tha t  Ya hwe h w i l l  re ign 

on Mount Z i on and t h a t h i s  g l ory w i l l  be be fore h i s  

e ld e r s . 3 3 

N o t  onl y  d id I s .o.  i a.h u s e  word s t he t m e a n t  " curs e "  

but he  a l s o  u s e d  a � e t a ph o r  f or curs e , the  thorn . He 

u s e d  f ive d i f f e re nt t e rm s  wh i ch me.o.n " th o rn " - - n �� . 

l"''Q� , 0 ,  � .,  Q ,  'f 1 p ,  and [·1YJ � .  _n :� wh i ch m e a ns 

"br i e rs " a.nd .l ...,bW wh i c h m e an s  " thorn s "  a r e  u s e d  t o -
• T 

g e t h e r  n i n e  t i me s . Whenever I s ra e l  s ins .o.ga ins t Yahwe h ,  

t h e  s ymbo l  o f  the i r  cur s e  o r  pun i s hment i s  that  the i r  

l a n d  w i l l  br ing f or t h  t h orns an d b r i e r s . 34 Several 

t ime s the y are u s e d  i n  ima g e s  of w i cke d ne s s , j ud �ment 

o r  pro t e c t i o n  i n  c o nn e c t i o n  w i th burn ing . 35 

u s e d  i n  the  s e n s e  o f  a curs e o n  the  land i n  Jl i  : 1 3  a s  i s  

-yi  f in 32 : 1 J . Howeve r , b o t h  yip and '(-1S'2:J are us e d  

w i t h  imag e s  o f  judgment i n  J J : 1 2  and 7 : 1 9 ,  

I s a i a h , howeve r ,  u s e d  t h e  image ry o f  t h e  t ho rn ( a s 

h e  d id w i t h  ma ny n e g a t ive m o t i fs ) t o  cre a t e  a p i c ture o f  

re d e m pt i on , f o r  i n  5 5 : 1 J  h e  wr o t e : 



Ins t e a d  o f  t h e  t horn bus h  t h e  c y pre s s  w i l l  
c om e  u p ; 

And i n s te a d  o f  the n e t t l e  the  myrtle  w i l l  
c om e  up ;  

And i t  w i l l  b e  e memor iAl t o  Y a hwe h , 
For a n  everla s t ing s ign wh i c h  w i ll n o t  b e  

c u t  o f f . 
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Through t h e  s a lva t i on that Ya hw e h  prov i d e s  every 

pe r s on , t h e  c ur s e  of crea t i on w i l l  be reve r s e d . Not 

only w i l l  the curs e of  na ture be remove d , a s  i s  ind i -

cat e d  h e r e ; but , a l s o  the  cur s e  o f  d e at h  w i l l  b e  bro -

ken , b e ca us e , a s  I s a i a h  pro phe s i e d  i n  t h e  two chapt e r s  

on t h e  b re a k ing o f  the  curs e , c h a p t e r s  2 5  a nd 2 6 , Y a h -

w e h  w i ll s wa l l ow u p  d e e th f o r  a ll t ime ( 2 5 : 8 )  and t h e  

corps e s  w i l l  r i s e  frorr t h e  grave ( 2 6 : 1 9 ) .  Yahw e h  w i l l  

reve r s e  t h e  cur s e  by re d e e m ing h i s  pe o ple and ma nkind 

t hrough a n e w  c re a t i on .  
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1 5
J o h n  N . Os wA l t , " W i ] ( b3s h ) be  a s he l:1 e d , pu t t o  

s h:::rr: e ,  d i s c o n c e r t e d , d i s a p po i n t e d , "  Th e o l o v, i c a l  W o rd -
b o o k o f  t h e  O l d  Te s t a� e n t , e d s . ,  H .  Lq i rd Ha rr i s , G l e e ­s on L .  Ar c h e r , J r . , Bru c e  A .  W a l t ke , I ( Ch i cP. g o : M o o d y 
Pr e s s , 1 9 8 0 ) , p .  9 8 . c f . I s . 1 : 2 9 ; � 2 : 1 7 ;  L�h : 9 , 1 1 ; 4 5 : 1 6 .  

1 6 c f .  I s . 6 6 : 5 ;  Ln : l 1 ; 4 5 : 24 .  

1 7 c f . I s . 2 9 : 2 2 ;  4 5 : 1 7 ;  54 : 4 .  

1 8 'rh e w o r d  f o r  " s hP r' e " i s  a n oun d e r i v8 t i v e  o f  J'i'1, Sl � !l. Th i s vJO r d  i s  f ound a l s o i n  30 : 3 , 5 ;  42 : 1 7 ; 54 : 4 . 

1 9 Th e w o r d  t r:=m s l 8 t e d  " h urn i l i 8 t i on "  i s  
a l s o  A p pe a r s i n  30 : 3 ; 4 5 : 1 6 � n d 5 0 : 6 .  

I t 

2 0 Hona l cl B .  A l l en , " Il l )) ( c 8r� ) un c o v e r , l e P V P  d e s ­
t i t u t e  I d i s c ov e r  I e JT p t y  I rr> z e'l", pour o u t ' II Tl: e o  l o rr  i C R l 
W ord b o o k  o f  t h e  O l d  Te s t a � e n t , e � s . , R .  l P i rd HA rr i s ,  
G l e A S O n  l. A r c h e r , Jr . ' Bru e e  h . •  v; 8 l  t J\ e ' I I  ( Ch i C8 f, O : 
M o o d y Fre s s , 1 9 8 0 ) ,  p .  6 9 5 .  

2 1 c f . I s . 2 0 : 4 ; Ll 7 : 2 ;  5 7 : 8 .  

2 2 Le o m< r d  J .  Co p pe s , " il ( t\? ( q e l8 18' ) c ur s e , "  'Th e o ­
l o g i c 8 1  � o r d b o o k  o f  t h e  C l d  Te s t a rrent , e d s . , H .  La i rd 
Ha rr i s , G l e e s o n  L .  A r c h e r ,  J r . , B ru c e  h .  W a l t k e , I I  

( Ch i c a g o : I\o CJ d y  Pr e s s , 1 9 8 0 ) , p .  B o o . 

2 3 V i  c t o r  P • HP !1' i 1 t o n  , 1 1l J R U 8 r e r ) to c u r s  e , " 
Th e o l o � i c a l  � o r d b o o k  o f  t h e  O l d

T
Te s t 8 r e n t , ed s . ,  H .  

Ha rr i s , G l e A s on L .  Ar c h e r , J r . , B ru c e  K .  W a l t ke , I 
( Ch i c A g o : M o o d y  Pr e s s , 1 9 8 0 ) ,  p .  7 5 . 

2 4 .i ' 1 . 1 1"11 \. )  I I  7 1: 1 A f". l  t o n , I f'\  1 p .  C o  

2 5  
C o ppe s , 

2 6 I b i d . 

2 7 Ib i d . 

- .,.  

"ll ?( �  . . . p .  B o o . 

. 
2 8 Vi c t o r P .  Ha rro i  1 t on ,  " i1  '-;fl�� ( sheh� c � )  o .a t h , " 

The o l og i ca l  W o rd b o o k  o f  t h e 0 1 �  Te� t a r ent , e d s . , H .  
Ha r r i s , G l e a s o n  L . Arche r ,  J r . , bru c e  h .  \,' p, l t k e , I I  

( Ch i ca g o : M o o d y  Pre s s , 1 9 8 0 ) ,  p .  9 0 0 . 

2 9 I b i d . 

le i rd. 

La i rd 

30 He n r y  � l o l ':m e C o f f i n , " T h e  B o o k  o f  I s 8  ia h : Ex p o ­
s i t i on , "  The In t e l' Pre t e r ' s  B ibl e , e e L ,  � � P O T?" "' Ar t hux· 
bu t 1-. r i c k ,  I l J (l;ipvJ · v  o)-:-.j� :- ·- Ab i-n.gd on , 1 9  5 (  ) , p .  ? 5 3 ;  J a r e s 
i'm i l e n b urg , 1 1  The .b o o k o f  I s  .A i 8  h :  t.x e ,� f, S  i s , 11 1'h e In t e r -
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£re te r ' s  B i bl e , e d . ,  G e o rg e  Arthur But tr i ck ,  I I I  ( Ne w  
York : Ab i ng d on , 1 9 56 ) , p .  7 5 3 . c f . pp . 7 7 - 7 8  f or a 
d i f f e re n t  v i e w  o f  t h i s pA s s a g e . 

31 I b i d . 
32J8 c k  B .  S c o t t ' II n� � (J al� ) an o a t h ' s o l e n; n  

s t A t e m e n t , prom i s e , curs e , 1 1  The o l og i cal vJord b o o k  of the  
Old  Te s t8 Pi e n t , e d s . ,  H .  La i rd Harr i s , Gl e a s on L .  Arc h e r , 
J r . , Bruce K .  W a l t ke , I ( Ch i cago : Mood y Pre s s , 1 98 0 ) ,  
p .  LJ 5 .  

3 3c f . Reve lA t i on 4 : 9 -1 1 ; 1 1 : 1 5 -1 8 ;  2 0 : 1 1 -1 5 ;  a n d  
2 1 : 1 -2 2 : 5  f or imP � e s o f  G o d ' s  glory in t h e  t im e  of  t he 
new h e A v e n s  A nd t h e  new e A rt h . 

3/.j f c • I s . 5 : 6 ;  7 : 2 3- 2 5 : 32 : 1 3 . 
35 c f . I s . 9 : 1 8 ; 1 0 : 1 7 ; 2 7 : 4 .  



CHAPTER SEVEN 

THE C.hEA T I VE BELAT I Ol'JSJ:i i P  HE DEEi•�ED 

The m ot i f s  o f  g o o d  a nd e v i l , pr i d e ,  s he rn e  and t h e  

cur s e w e re u s e d  b y  I s a ia h  t o  s how t h e t t h e  c re e t ive 

re l a t i on s h i p  b e twe e n  YP. hwe h and mank ind he d be e n  broken . 

How e ve r , t h e  t h ru s t  o f  �uc h  o f  I s e i e h ' s  m e s s a g e  i s  n o t  

o n l y  o f  j ud�ment  but a l s o  o f  Ya hwe h ' s  re d e � pt i on o f  I s -

re e l  f i r s t  a n d  t h e n  the  wh o l e  world . 

The c re R t i o n  rr o t i fs tha t I s a ia h  us e d  t o  i l l u s t ra t e  

t h i s  re d e m pt i o n  i nvolve t h e  f o l l ow ing : c l o t h i ng , t h e  

c ovena n t , t h e  c o nc e pt o f  be i ng c h o s e n  e nd c R l l e d , t h e  

Ex o d u s 1  t h e  s e rvant o f  Yahwe h a nd t h e  c re a t i on o f  the 

new h e a ve n s  a nd t h e  new e P rt h . 

S e v e ra l  o f  t h e s e  m o t i fs d o  n o t  have  a ny c onne c t i on 

w i th t h e  o r i g ina l c r e a t i o n  s t o r i e s . Th e i r c onne c t i on i s  

pe rt i fl l l y  s uppl i e d  by I s  A i e  h through t h e  us e o f  H l 3. ,  ,. ... 
l! W Y ,  o r  lY.., i n  t h a t  YBhv� e h  " c re a t e c'i , " m a d e , "  o r  " f orme d "  ,.. "'''" - .,.  
t h e  e l e m e nt i nvo lve d .  Ano t h e r  a s pe c t  o f  th e ir c o nn e c t i on 

w i t h  " cr e EJ t i on "  revo lve s a round t h e  pR t t e rn o f  Yp hv-re h ' s  

a c t iv i t y  i n  h i s t ory . The c lu e  t o  t h i s  pat t e rn i s  found 

in t h e  pr i m e va l  h i s t ory of G e ne s i s . In t h i s  s uc c e s s i on 

o f  n arra t ive s t h e  G e ne s i s a u t h o r  pre s en t e d  t h e  na ture o f  

m a n k i nd ' s  re la t i on s h i p  w i t h  G o d  a s  a " c ont i nua l l y  

1 8 6 



reve e. l  t h i s  chA sm i s  t h e  s in o f  �e. n :  Ad A m  And  Eve , 

Ca in , LA me c h , t h e  A ng e l  mA rr i n ge s , 2 A nd t h e  Towe r o f  

Be. be l .  God ' s  i n it i A l  re s pons e t o  the s in o f  � a nk i n d  

WA S s e ve re j ud g m e nt : t h e  curs e o f  t h e  e a rth And 

bA n i s hrr e nt fro� the ge. rd e n , tbe cur s e  o f  CA in , t h e  

1 8 7 

Flood A nd t h e  Di s pe rs i o n  wh i c h  broug h t  the  d i s s o lut i on 

o f  ma n k in d ' s  un i t y .  The pa t t e rn o f  God ' s  i n t e rA c t i o n  

w i th s in ful mA n k i nd d i d n o t  e n d  w i th j ud g m e n t . Th e 

G e ne s i s  A U t h o r  reve P l e d  that h e  e. l s o  confe rre d g rA c e  

u pon rr a n ki n d  a s  w e l l : the  c l o t � ing o f  Ad a �  A nd Eve 

a nd t h e  s pn r in� of t h e i r  l ive s , t he mark of pro t e c t i on 

upon CA i n , a nd t h e  s ign o f  t h e  ra i nbow wh i c h  s ymbol i z e d  

G o d ' s  c ove nA n t  w i t h  �ank i nd n o t  t o  d e s troy i t  b y  wp. t e r  

a g B i n . Von RA d c on c lud e s , 11 We s e e , t h e re f o re ( B lree. d y  

i n  pr i m e va l  h i s t ory ! ) , thA t e e ch t i me , i n  R n d  R f t e r  

judgme n t , G o d ' s  pre s e rv i ng , forg iving w i ll t o  S R Ve i s  

r e ve A l e d . " 3 

The f i nA l s t ory o f  t h i s  pr imeva l h i s tory i s  d i f f e r e n t  

b e cAus e in  t h e  s t o ry o f  t he t ow e r  o f  Ba b e l , A lt h ough s in 

a nd jud gmen t  a r e  pre s en t , t here i s  s e em i n g l y  n o  gra ce 

6 f f e r e d by God  to mankind . The a ue s t i on A r i s e s : Is t h i s  

C R tA s trophe f i na l ?  ?Lj, 
I s  t h e re no grA c e  off e re d . 

The s tory o f  t h e  t ow e r  o f  Be b e l  i s  us e d  by t he 

G e ne s i s  AUthor A S  a pre c i pi ta t o r . I t  i s  us e d  t o  l ink t h e  

pr i m e vA l h i s tory t o  t h e  s t ory o f  the pa tria rchs ; a nd , i n  

t h i s  l inkAg e , t h e  o ue s t i on wh i c h  i s  rA i s e d n b ou t  God ' s  
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gra c e  f ind s e n  answe r . lhe � ra c e  t ha t God o f f e r s  t h e  

w o r l d  i s  throug h  t h e  bl e s s i ng tha t c oiT e s  from t h e  l i fe 

of  o n e  ma n .  G od ca l l s  o n e  rnPn , Abra ha m , t o  be t h e  

f a t he r  o f  a n e w  pe o pl e  w h o  w i l l  wors h i p  only h im .  

Throug h t h i s  o n e  ma n a g r e a t na t i on a r i s e s .  The y  a r e  

c h o s e n  t o  b e  h i s  pe o p l e . Th i s  c on n e c t i on b e tw e e n  t h e  

t owe r of  Babe l a nd Abra h a m  pla c e s  Hebrew h i s to r y  i n  the  

c ont e x t  o f  a l l  h i s t o ry � nd s h ow s  tha t G o d ' s  work i ng 

t hrough one  n a t i on i s  t �  b e n e f i t  a l l  ma nk i nd . The r e fore , 

t h e  " cr e a t i on '' o f  t ha t na t i o n  a n d  a ny o t h e r  be s t owa l of  

gra c e  tha t come s t o  �an a s  a r e s u l t  o f  th i s  pr imeva l  

pa t t e rn s in ,  jud gme nt , a nd g ra c e  i n  t h e  c o n t inuing 

h i s tory of  G o d ' s  e f f or t s  t o  s a ve m a n k in d  c a n  be  c o n s i d e re d  

a pa rt o f  God ' s  cre a t ive a c t iv i t y .  Cons e q ue nt l y , t h e  

e x od u s  a nd t h e  s e rva n t  o f  Ya hwe h can be  c on s i d e r e d  e l ement s 

o f  c re a t i o n s . 

I t  s hould b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  pa t t e rn of  c re a t i o n , 

pr imeva l t i� e , Fl o od , a nd a n e w  b e g i n n i ng to huma n  h is t ory 

c a n  b e  f ound in  a pa ra l l e l fa s h i on in Sum e r i a n  t e x t s . 5 

Howeve r ,  t h e  G e n e s i s a u t � o r  pla c e d  t he t h e o l og i ca l  a c c e n t s  

in a d i f f e r e nt wa y b e ca u s e  t h e  Sum e r i a n  t e x t  kn e w  noth ing 

o f  t h e  Fa l l , t h e  s in o f  Ca i n , o r  t he bu i l d ing o f  t he t ow e r  

o f  Babe l .  Al t h ough t h e  Ge ne s i s  a ut ho r  wa s c onc e rned with the 

b e g in n i ng o f  t h e  h i s t ory o f  m a n k in d  a s  d e � cribe d by the  

f lo o d , the  h i s t ory t ha t  i n t e re s t e d  h im be gan w i t h  an event 

that took pla c e  wi t h i n  hum a n h i s tory t ha t invo lved the  

ca l l  o f  on e rna n ,  Ah ra ha rr . 6 
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Cl o t h ing 

A s  e l re n d y  m e n t i on e d , t h e  c l o t h ing of Ade m  R nd Eve 

wa s e n  a c t  of gra ce by Yo hwe h . W h e n  A d a �  and Eve r ea l i z e d  

tha t t h e y  were nake d a ft e r  t h e i r  s in ,  t h e y  a t t e iT. pt e d  t o  

c l o t h e  t h e � s e lve s b y  s ewing f ig l e a ve s  toge t h e r  and 

wa k in� an a pron ( Ge ne s i s  J : ? ) . Howeve r , l a t e r  in t h e  d a y  

w h e n  Y a hwe h God  c a � e  t o  wa l k  w i th t h e m  i n  t h e  c o o l  o f  t h e  

e ve n i ng , h e  �a d e  go rme n t s  o f  s k in a nd c l o t h e d  t h e m  

( Ge ne s i s J : 2 1  ) .  'l'h i s  A C t o f  c l o th ing A d c nr  n nd E v e  " wa s 

a g e s ture w h i ch gave s e cur i t y , a s ymbo l  o f  t h e  d iv i n e  

pro t e c t i on w h i c h  s t i l l  a c c o rr pa n i e d  m a n  a l ong t h e  d ol orous 

r o a d on w h i c h  he h a d s e t  h i s  f e e t . " ? Some pe o p l e  ha ve 

i n t e r pre t e d  God ' s  c l o t h i ng of Ad a m  and Eve a s  a d emon-

s trq t i on of  " t h e  ne e d  f o r  s a c r i f i ce through the  ne e d  t o  

k i ll t h e  a n ima l s t o  pro v i d e  t h e  s kins . " 8 An o t h e r  cons i d -

e ra t i on i s  t h a t in t h e  G i lg A � e s h  e p i c  the c o nve rs a t i on 

b e tw e e n  G i lgam e s h  A nd Utna p i s h t i� m ig h t  sugg e s t  t hat 

" th e  we a r i ng o f  s ki n  c l o t h in g  m ig h t  a l s o  s ymbo l i ? e  a l l  

t h e  f ra i l t i e s  o f  f A l l e n  hurr an l i f e . " 9 I t  could a l s o  b e  

t h a t t h e  c l o t h i ng w i th wh i ch God clo t h e d  m a n  wa s t o  s e rve 

as a rem ind e r  o f  m a n ' s  s in a n d  gu i l t  or s ha m e  b e cause  o f  

t h a t s in a s  we l l  a s  t o  s e rve a s  a s ymbo l  o f  G o d ' s  gra c i ous 

pro t e c t ion of mankind a nd h i s  d e s ire to S >, Ve ma n from h i s  

s in .  

I s a i a h  u s e d  f our r o o t s  t o  d e s c r ib e  t h e  a c t  o f  c l o t h ing : 

I "AJ ,  il"O :!) , l �Q , R.nd WJ� . I � J  i s  t h e  norma l word f o r  
' .. .'' ',.' 

T T' • I 

any k i nd o f  c l o t h i ng . Whe n pe ople t e a r  t h e i r  c l othes  o r  
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weRr s a c kc l o th , the ir � ppn r e l  s e rve s a s  a s y�b o l  the t 

t h e y  a re i n  w ourn i ng or t h a t  the y � re r e penta n t  o f  the ir 

1 0  
s in s . Some t im e s  t h e  ima ge o f  the d e s truc ta b i l i t y  o f  

c l o t h i ng i s  u s e d  t o  s ymbo l i z e  t h e  pe r i s ha b i l i ty o f  t h e  

s e rv� n t • s  a c cu s e r s  ( 5 0 : 9 ) , o f  the  e a rt h ' s  ( 51 : 6 ) ,  a nd o f  

e v i l  rr e n  ( 51 : 8 )  q s  o ppo s e d  t o  the  h e l p o f  Y 0 hw e h  a nd the 

e nd ur i ng na ture of Ya hwe h ' s  s a lva t io n . In I s a i ah t h e  

u s e  o f T;ln o r i\l1l n  i s  e x c lu s ive l y  in c onne c t i on w i th - T .,. -: 
put t ing on s a c kc l o th . 1 1  

C l o t h ing a l s o  s yfub o l i z e s  m a n ' s  s in a s  we l l  a s  t he 

judgment tha t w i l l  be f � l l  h im .  In I s a i a h  6 0 : 2 , i n  t he 

s e c t i on on t h e  l ig h t  o f  Ya hwe h , t h e  c ontra s t  o f  d a rkne s s  

c ov e r i ng t h e  e a rth i s  u s e d  t o  s h ow that even t hough the 

e �1 rt h  is  c ove r e d  ( il0!J) or " overwhe lm e d  " 1 2  w i t h  t h e  d ark-.,. .,.  
n e s s  o f  s in ,  Yahwe h ' s  l ight w i l l  c o� e  and b r i ng s a lva t i o n  

t o  m a nk i nd . S in s o  pe rva d e s  e a ch pe r s on t h a t  e ve n  the i r  

works o f  r ig h t e ousne s s  c a n n o t  c ove r the i r  gu i l t  a nd s in .  

The y  a re " l i ke a f i l th y  g p rm e n t "  ( 64 : 6 ) . 

On the o t h e r  ha nd , t h e  s e rva n t  o f  Ya hwe h i s  c l o th e d  

w i th the  ga rm e n t s  o f  j u d g m e n t  a n d  s a lva t i on .  I n  59 : 1 5-1 7 

when Y a hwe h s a w  tha t t h e r e  wa s n o  jus t i c e  i n  t h e  e arth 

a nd tha t the re wa s n o  one t o  in t e rc e d e ,  h e  c l o t h e d  h i s  

s e rva n t  w i t h  the c l o t h e s  o f  jud gment and s a lva t io n .  G o d  

w i l l  s how ve ngeance o n  the  s in s  o f  the  w o r l d  b u t  h e  w i l l  

a ls o  o f f e r  S A lva t i on .  In s t e a d  o f  we a r i ng s inful garm e nt s , 

t h e  s e rvant w i l l  we � r  r ig h t e ou s n e s s . Th i s  m o t i f  o f  be i ng 

c l o t h e d  w i t h  r ig h t e ou s ne s s  a nd s a lva t i on a l s o  a ppe a rs i n  



1 91 

t h e  word s o f  t h e  s e rvan t  in 6 1 : 1 0 .  

A pa ra l l e l  pa s s a � e  t o  5 9 : 1 5-1 7 i s  6 ) : 1 - 6 .  In t h i s  

pa s s ag e Ed ow re pre s e nt e d  " th e  very ewbo d iwe n t  o f  t h e  

na t i on s ' h o s t i l i ty t o  God . " 1 3  In a d a y o f  venge an c e  

Ya hwe h h a d  jud g e d  t h e  n P. t i on s  f o r  the i r  s in s . H e  wa s 

n o t  a i d e d  by h i s  p e o pl e , h e  compl e t e d  t h e  task a l on e . 

He trod them  a s  t h ough h e  trod gra pe s in a w in e pre s s ; 

e n d  t h e i r  b l o o d  w a s s pr i nkle d on h i s  ga riT e n t s  s o  tha t 

the y were  r e d . In t h e  b r i ng ing o f  veng e Fm c e  u po n  t h e  

na t i on s , Y a hw e h pre pa re d  t h e  way f or s a lva t i on be caus e 

t h e  y e a r  o f  r e d e � pt i o n  f o l l ows t h e  d a y  o f  veng e a n c e . 

H i s  o-vm ar:rr; broug h t  s a lv8 t ion t o  h im . 'I'he word f or 
. 

" h e l p "  ( l i Y ) i s  a rr i l i tpry t e rm1 4  and i nd i cA t e s  t hat 
. .  

this  " s alvA t i on "  is  m i l i ta ry v i c to ry . Cons e q u e n t l y , 

Ya hw e h  won t h e  bat t l e  b y  h im s e l f  w i thout t h e  a i d o f  

I s rA e l . No t o n l y  wa s t h e re n o  one t o  a id in t h e  bat t l e , 

bu t t h e re wa s a ls o  n o  o n e  t o  u ph o l d , n o  one who was 

c on c e rn e d  about t h e  mora l wrong s and c ru e l t i e s  preva ­

l ent in t h e  w o r l d . 1 5  The re f or e , the  we a r i ng o f  g a r -

m e n t s  s ta i n e d  w i t h  b l o o d  re pre s en t s  t h e  veng e a n c e  and 

Y 1 6  t h e  s a lva t i o n  o f  A hwe h .  

Conce rn i ng t h e  salva t i on o f  Z i on , Z i on i s  c ommande d  

t o  c l o t h e  h e rs e l f  w i th s t re ng t h  a nd h e r  b e a u t i ful gar­

me n t s  ( 5 2 : 1 ) .  N o  o n e  who is un c l e an w i l l  c om e  into h e r  

a ge in . 1 7  Be c a u s e un c l e anne s s  ha s be e n  w i pe d  o u t  o f  Z i o n , 

i t  i s  c l e A r  t ha t t h e  b e a u t i ful g a rm e n t s  a re ga rm en t s o f  
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A s  i n d i c a t e d  e arl i e r , c l o t h i ng s ymbo l i z e s  pro t e c -

t i o n . I s a i R h  us e d  th i s  i n t e rpre ta t i on wh e n  h e  w r o t e  

c o n c e rn ing t h e  s e rv8 n t  t h e  w o rd s o f  Yahwe h ,  " I  hA ve p1.1 t 

M y  word s i n  your mouth , a � d  have c ove r e d  you w i th t h e  

s he d ow o f  l'l y  hRnd " ( 51 : 1 6 ) . Y,g hwe h  w i l l  pro t e c t  h i s  

s e rvant A nd u s e  h im f o r  h i s  pur po s e  o f  e s ta bl i s h ing 

t h e  he a v e n s , found ing the e 8 rth an d s e y in� to Z i on , 

" You A re m y  pe o pl e . II crh o s e  who .o,re o b e d  l e n t  t o  YAhv-r e h  

w i l l  a ls o  e ngAge i n  t h i s  pro t e c t ive � in i s tr y  b e c A u s e 

t he y w i l l  c ove r the  na ke d ( 5 8 : ? ) .  

The f i na l v i e w o f  c l o t h ing invo lve s a uA l i t i e s  s u c h  

a s  h on o r � nd a u t h o r i ty . In  5 1 : 9 Ya hwe h i s  c h a l l e ng e d  

t o  c l o t h e  (WJ? ) h im s e l f  w i t h s tr e ng th o n c e  R g a i n  a.s h e  . .  ..,. 
ha. d i n  t h e  pa s t . A s  he  ha d c ru s he d Eg y pt and broug h t  

h i s  pe o pl e  o u t  o f  s lA ve ry ,  s o  h e  s hould d o  a n e w  t h i ng 

by br ing ing h i s  pe o pl e  out o f  ex i l e . Co n c ern i n g  Z i on , 

I s a i a h  pro phe s i e d  thA t s h e  would c l o t h e  h e rs e l f  w i th 

j e we l s  l i ke a b r i d e . 1 8  Ba byl o n , o n  t he o t h e r  ha �d , 

would b e  d i s g rA c e d : f o r , i n s t e A d  o f  hav in >T  h e r  ovrn tomb , 

s h e  w i l l  b e  bur i e d  in  A c ommon gra ve , s o thA t h e r  re i -

� e n t  w ould  be  t h e  bod i e s  o f  h e r  s l a i n ( 1 4 : 1 9 ) . The A c t  

o f  c l o t h ing a l s o  i m pl i e s  t h e  e � powe r i ng w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  

A S  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  El i a k irr w h o  wa s t o  be c l o th e d  w i t h  

t h e  r o b e  o f  a u t h o r i ty wh i c h  Shebna ·wore a s  s e c r e t P ry o f  

t h e  ro ya l hous e h o l d . rie wa s P l s o  t o  b e  g iv e n  t h e  key 

o f  t he  hous e o f  DA V i d  a s  a no t h e r  s ymbo l  of h i s  a u thor­

i t y ove r DA v i d ' s  hou s e  ( 2 2 : 2 1 - 2 2 ) . 1 9 



1 9 3 

Cove nA n t  

The conce pt o f  c ov e na n t  (ft , 1�) beg ins w i t h  t h e  

f lo o d  w h e n  Y A hwe h e s tA b l i s h e d  two c ovena nts w i th Noa h . 

The f i r s t  c ovenAnt was t o  s pa re Noeh , h i s  fam i ly and 

repre s e n ta t ive s of the An i rr.A l s  from the d e s truc t i on o f  

t h e  f l o o d  ( Ge . 6 : 1 8- 21 ) .  The s e c ond c ovenAnt prom i s e d  

tha t Yahwe h would neve r d e s troy the e arth b y  f lo o d  

aga in ( Ge . 9 = 9 - 1 1 ) .  Ya hwe h c ont i nu e d  t h i s  pa t t e rn o f  

e s tabl i s h ing c ovenan t s  throughout t h e  h i s t ory o f  the  

Hebrew pe o ple s ta r t ing w i t h  Abraha � ,  I sa a c  a n d  J a c ob . 

n , �� a S  i t  i S  A ppl i e d  t o  the  re la t i on s h i p  b e twe e n  . � 
Ya hwe h a nd ro a nk ind m ean s a c ovenan t wh i ch i s  an a g re e ­

ment be twe e n  two pa r t i e s  whe t h e r  e a ua l  o r  une q ua l . 2 0  

I t  i s  " a c c om pan i e d  by s igns , s a cr i f i ce s , and a s o l emn 

o a t h  that s e al e d  t he re l a t i on s h i p  w i th prom i s e s  o f  

ble s s i ng f o r  ke e ping t h e  c ovenant a n d  cur s e s  f or bre a k­

ing i t . " 2 1  No ma t t e r  when o r  w i th whom Ya hwe h e s tabl i s he d  

a c ov e nA n t - -w i th man k in d , A nA t i on o r  a n  i n d i v i dua l - -

e a ch i nd i v i d uA l  c ov e nant i s  a n  " A d c in i s trA t ive a s pe c t " 

o f  t he s ame c ovenan t , " G o d ' s  Covenant o f  Gra c e . " 2 2  

The probl e �  i n  the re lA t i o n s h i p  be twe e n  mankind 

and YA hwe h i s  ths t a l l  men " broke t he everlA s t i ng cove ­

nan t "  ( 2 4 : 5 ) .  In f a c t , t h e  Jurl e a n s  h A d  m a d e  a " c ovenant 

w i t h  d e a th "  ra t h e r  t hAn w i th Yahwe h .  The y  hA d r e s orted  

t o  l i e s  and  d e c e pt i on .  YA hwe h m a in ta ined  that t h e ir 

" c ovenant w i t h  d e a t h "  would b e  c a n c e l l e d  ( 2 8 : 1 5 , 1 8 ) .  
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The c ovenant re la t i o n s h i p  be twe en Yahw e h  and rean -

kind wa s ,  f irs t o f  e l l , w i th h i s  own p e o pl e , t h e  Hebrew 

n a t i on . A c c o rd ing t o  cha pte r 54 even thou�h Ya hwe h ha d 

s u b j e c t e d  h i s  own pe o pl e  t o  t h P  pun i s hF e nt o f  e x i l e , 

h i s  lov i n�k i n d ne s s  and c ove nant o f  pe a c e  would not b e  

s ha ken ( 54 : 1 0 ) .  In o t h e r  word s , Y a hw e h  w i ll a lwa ys 

l ove h i s  pe o pl e . 

Howeve r ,  t he c ov e n a n t  r e l a t i on s h i p  o n c e  a ga in was 

t o  be  e x t e nd e d  t o  e l l  � a nk i nd . Yahw e h  would a c com pl is h  

th i s  by a ppo i n t i ng h i s  s e rva n t  a s  e c ovenant t o  the  

24 
pe o pl e  ( 42 : � ;  4 9 : 8 ) .  His  purpo s e  would be  t o  br i ng 

j u s t i c e  t o  the  na t i on s  end h e a l i ng a nd l ib e r t y  t o  the  

pe o ple . He wa s t o  " e s tR b l i s h  j us t i ce i n  t h e  e a rth 1 1  a nd 

t o  d i s pe rs e  h i s  l a w  t o  t h e  i n h a b i tA b l e  land s ( 4 2 : 4 ) . 

Con c e rn ing I s a i a r ' s  u s e  o f  " c ov e n a n t , "  " ju s t i c e," 

a nd " t o rah , "  B l o c h e r  s e e s  an a l lus i on t o  r.·.os e s  w i th whom 

a l l  of t he s e  c on c e p t s  were  i d e n t i f i e d . The re f o�e . t h e  

s e rva n t  o f  Ya hwe h would ful f i l l  E a s e s ' pro phe c y  o f  

a no t h e r  pro phe t  l i ke h i ms e l f ( Dt .  1 8 : 1 5 ) .
2 5  

He would 

n o t  be bru i s e d . H i s  l ig h t  would n o t  be e x t ingu i s h e d  

un t i l  h e  h a d  e s t abl i s h e d  j us t i ce o n  t h e  e a rt h . Although 

t h e  s e rvant w i l l  b e  l i ke Mo s e s  i n  t ha t h e  w i l l  be a 

c ovena n t  t o  t h e  pe o pl e , h i s  m i s s i on would b e  t o  the  

world a nd n o t  just t o  I s ra e l .  B l o c h e r  c o n c lud e s , " The 

S e rvant i s  t o  b e  ' a l ig h t  to the n a t i on s ' .  The S e rvan t  
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� i l l  br i ng f or t h  jus t i ce t o  the na t i ons ' ( the Gen t i l e s ) ,  

.'\ A and h i s  t ora w i l l  r e a c h  to the utterm o s t  pa rts  of  t h e  

e a rt h . " 2 6  

I s a i ah ' s  pro phe c y  i nd i ca t e s  tha t t he c ove nant re la-

t i on s h i p  wh i c h  Y a hwe h o f fe rs mankind is o pe n  to every-

one . �he everla s t ing c ovenan t wh i ch Ya hweh w i l l  make 

is o f f e re d  to the " eve ryone " of 5 5 : 1  who WAS i nv i te d  

t o  e a t  a n d  t o  d r i nk w i thout mon e y  and w i thout c os t . 2 7  

In c h a pt e r  5 6  t h e  b le s s i n g s  o f  a re l a t i on s h i p  w i t h Yah -

we h a re c l e a rl y  f o r  a l l m e n  s i n c e  t h e  f ore i g n e r , t h e  

e unuch and t h e  pe o pl e  o f  Y a hweh who ke e p  t h e  c ovenant 

r e l a t i o ns h i p  w i l l  be g iven a n  everla s t ing name o r  w i l l  

be ma de g l a d i n  Y a hwe h ' s  hous e o f  pra ye r .  I s a i a h  

c o n clude d :  

The Lord Yahwe h , who ga thers  the d i s pe r s e d  o f  
I s ra e l , d e c la re s , 

" Ye t  o th e r s  I I'J i 1 1  ga ther t o  them , t o  t h o s e  
a l re a d y  gathe red � ( 56 : 8 ) .  

When la hwe h s a i d  in 5 5 = 3  t ha t he would e s ta bl is h  

a n  eve rlas t i ng cove nant w i t h them " a c c o rd i ng t o  the 

f a i th ful m e r c i e s  s hown to Da v i d , "  he WA S not so much 

a s s o c i A t i ng t h i s  new c ovenAnt w i t h  the one g iven t o  

Da v i d  a s  h e  we s r e m ind in..,- t he m  o f  h i s  s tead fa s t  l ove . 2 8  

I n  t h e  c onclus i on o f  t h e  cha pte r , Is a ia h  us e d  ima gery 

wh i c h  Gunn v i ews as re fle c t ive o f  t h e  f l o o d  of Noah . 

In  c ompa r ing 54 : 9 - 1 0 w i th 5 5 : 1 0 - l J ,  h e  d i s c ov e rs a 

s i m i la r  language an d s truc ture . Eac h  pa s � age cons id ers 

29 Yahwe h ' s  w o rd , h i s  pe a ce and h i s  s t e a d f a s t  l ov e . The 
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e s s e n c e  o f  e B ch pa s s age  i s  the s i m i l e  w i t h  the l in ­

gui s t i c  c ons tru c t i on ·1 �� (I ��� )  • •  · ] ·� .  Ea ch PR S ­

S 8 g e  a l s o  i s  bu l l  t a round a n  e rn ph8 t i c  �( "wh i ch n e g A t e s  

e x pr e s s i ons o f  i i'l pe rmane n c e  o r  ine f f e c t ivene s s  ( " d e pArt , "  

" remove , "  " re turn e m pt y " ) . " 3 ° The e m pha s i s  u pon t he 

e ndur ing q ua l i ty o f  Ya hwe h ' s  word " s trong l y  a f f i rm s  that 

Yahwe h ' s  ' covena n t ' is c e rta i n  and e ndur i ng . " 31 The re 

are two m o t i f s  in 5 5 : 1 3  wh i c h are rem i n i s c e n t  of the 

f l o o d  s t ory : 1 )  the " eve rlP s t i ng s ign " and 2 )  " i t s hs l l  

n o t  b e  cut o f f . "  Both o f  the s e  mo t i f s were us e d  i n  the 

f l o o d  a c c oun t of the c ove nsn t a nd i t s  s i gn ,  the ra i ntow . 

The ra i nbow wa s "a s ign o f  c ovenant • . . a n  eve rla s t ing 

c ovena n t " ( Ge . 9 : 1 J , 1 6 ) . The ra i nbow vJR S  a gua rs n t e e  

') 2  that  n e v e r  aga i n  would 8 1 1  f l e s h  be " cu t  o f f "  ( Ge . 9 : 1 1 ) . J 

The r e f ore , the  e m pha s i s in  I s a i a h  5 5  i s  n o t  s o  much on 

the c ove nant o f  DR v i d  8S i t  i s  on the e s tsbl i s hment  o f  

a new c ove nant w i th a l l  m EJ nk i nd . To i l lu s t ra t e  t he ns -

ture and the qual i ty o f  t h i s  new c ovens nt I s 8 iah com-

par e d  i t  t o  the D8 v i d i c  an d the N o ah i c  covenant s .  

Th i s  new cove n a n t  wh i ch Y a hwe h  w i l l  e s ta b l i s h w i t h  

t h o s e  w h o  f e a r  h i s  n a m e  and turn from t he i r  tran s g re s -

s i o n s  i s  thEJ t h i s  S p i r i t  a n d  h i s  word w i ll n o t  d e pa rt 

from them o r  from the i r  o f f s pr i n g  ( 59 : 21 ) .  W i th t h e s e  

s e rva n t s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  C A l l e d  pr i e s t s  o f  Y ahwe h ,  

Ya hwe h w i l l  e s tabl i s h  an eve rl a s t i n� c ovenant ( 61 : 6 -8 ) . 

I t  w i l l  c on s tan t l y  be A rem i n d e r  a nd a guara n t e e  o f  

Ya hwe h ' s  e s tabl i s hme n t  o f  A r e l a t i on s h i p  w i t h  e l l men . 
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Ch o s e n  

A s  m e nt i on e d  in t h e  pre v i ou s  s e c t i on , t h e  s e rvan t  

o f  Ya hwe h wa s t o  be  sz iv e n  B. s a. 11 c ov e nan t " drl!J.) t o  t h e  .._ .,  • ! 
na t i o ns . As s u c h  h e  was t o  b e A r  w i tn e s s  to t h e  na t i ons 

of YB h vJ e h  in clud ing t h e  pro c lama t i o n  o f  h i s  narre , \1 1  il \  
he wa s t o  pe rform t h e  work o f  r i gh t e ou s ne s s , w h i ch i n -

e lud e d  br ing ing jus t i c e  t o  t h e  nA t i on s  ( 42 : l , J , 4 )  and 

d e l i v e ra n ce to p e o pl e  in n e e d - - s i g h t  t o  the bl ind and 

l i b e r t y  for t h o s e  in pr i s on .  By c a ll ing h i s  s e rva nt a 

" c ovenan t " YR hvJe h W8 S d e c lR r i ng thR t h i s  s e rva n t  would 

be  the gua ra n t e e  of h i s  re ln t i o n s h i p  w i th m a n k i n d . In 

.n , TJ. I s a i a h  d e p i c t e d  the ul t im A t e  re s pons i b i l i t y  of  . : 
be ing l., n !J., c h o s e n  b y  God . Ya hw e h  c re g t e d  h i s  c h o s e n  � .... 
on e b e c au s e  h e  C R l l e d  O{li? )  h i m  i n  r ight e ou s n e s s . �l ·p, 

T �  � T  
1 1 t o  c a l l , "  i s  conn e c t e d  w i th .l, n� i n  thB t w h e n  Yahw e h  . .,. 
c h o s e  s om e one h e  c a l l e d t he rr . 3 3  

ln!l ,  " t o  c ho o s e , "  i nvo lve s " a  c a r e fu l , we l l  - �  
t hou&rh t -out c h o i ce . n 3 4  The word i s  u s e d  t o  e x pre s s  a 

c h o o s ing wh i ch h a s  u l t i ma t e  a n d  e t e rna l s i gn i f i cance . 3 5  

Whe n  Ya hwe h c h o o s e s , i t  i s  a lw a y s  f o r  a pur po s e . fho s e  

w h o  are c h o s e n  h av e  a t a s k  t o  ful f i ll . 36 ·lfll i s  con-- "('  
ne c t e d  w i t h  creat i o n  i n  that " Y R hw e h  c h o s e  I s ra e l  to be  

h o l y  R nd t h e r e by t o  s e rv e  a s  h i s  w i tn e s s  a m ong t h e  na ­

t i ons . " 37  Through t h e  e x i l e  and r e s t o ra t i on I s rR e l  

b e a rs w i tn e s s  t o  t h e  na t i on s  o f  Y a hwe h ' s  gre a tn e s s . 38 

The e v e n t  o f  t h e  e x o d u s  f rom Egypt WR S t h e  morent  
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i n  wh i c h  Yahweh c re a t e d  I s ra e l  b e c a u s e  h e  c h o s e  h e r  

a n d  ca l l e d  he r b y  narne . J9 I s ra e l  wa s f i r s t  c h o s en by 

Y a hw e h  in the bond a g e  of Eg ypt . On ce a ga i n  lahweh prom­

i s e s  to c h o o s e  t h e m  in the i r  a f f l i ct i on in e x i l e  a nd to 

r e s tore them to t h e i r  i n he r i t a n c e . 40 

fhe rema i n i n� pa s s a f e S  w h i c h  d e a l  w i t h  be ing c h o s e n  

i nvolve the s e rvan t .  I s a i a h  u s e d  thre e e x pe r i e n c e s t o  

c onve y t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  s e rva n t ' s  cho i c e : 1 )  Yahw e h  w i ll 

u ph o l d  h im ,  2 )  Yahw e h  w i l l  l ove h i� , a nd J )  Ya hwe h w i l l 

pour o ut h i s  S p i r i t  u pon h i � .  Co r. c e rn ing the  s e rva nt ' s 

be ing uph e l d  by Ya hwe h , Bl o c h e r  bel i e v e s  tha t t h i s  means 

t ha t  '' God  w i l l  h a ve t he f i rme s t  g r i p o n  h i s  S e rva n t . He 

w i l l  be e n t i re l y  on t he S e rva n t ' s  s i d e , a n d  c l o s e t o  

h irr: . " 4 1  He i s  Yahwe h ' s  c h o s e n i n  whom h i s  s ou l  d e l ig h t s  

( 42 : 1 ) .  By t h i s , B l o c h e r  und e r s tand s I s a i ah t o  m e an 

t h a t '' t h e  S e rva n t  w i l l  be the man who ful f i l l s  a n d  s a t ­

i s f i e s  a l l  t h e  Lord ' s  d e s i re s  f o r  hu�a n i t y . •• 4 2  B l o c h e r  

a l s o  d e t e c t s  a l in k  be tw e e n  c h o i ce and l ove . " The S e r -

v a n t  i s  n o t  c h o s en s i m pl y  t o  c a rry o u t  a s pe c i f i c  ta s k , 

but i s  s e t  a pa rt a s  h i s  Lord ' s  b e l oved  one . " 4 J  The 

. f in a l  a c t of G o d ' s  c h o o s i n �  h i s  s e rva n t  i s  t h a t he pours 

out h i s  S p i r i t  upon h im . Th i s  g if t  '' s h ows t h e  S e rvant ' s  

u t t e r  d e pen0 e n c e  u po n  G o d  i n  a l l  t ha t he w i l l  ha ve to 

d o ,  a nd it s hows the c l o s e n e s s  of t h e i r  rela t i on s h i p . " 44 

S o  f a r the c on c e pt of '' c h o s e n "  ha s been d i s cus s e d  

a s  i t  appl i e d  t o  Ya �we h ' s  a c t iv i t i e s  in t � e  c h o o s ing . 

Howeve r ,  the  s ervant a l s o h a d a re s pons i b i l i t y  t o  be 
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o b e d i e n t .
45 In 5 0 = 5  t h e  s e rva nt c l e i � s  t o  b e  ob e d i e n t . 

Th i s  obe d i en c e  l e a d s  t h e  wa y for h i s  o f f s pr i ng t o  re ­

c e ive Y a hwe h ' s  c ov e na n t ( 5 9 : 21 ) .  Tho s e  w h o  f ul f i ll t h e  

r o l e  o f  Yahwe h ' s  s e rva n t  a re a ls o  Yahw e h ' s  s e rva n t s . 

The y  t o o  w i l l  re c e ive Ya hwe h ' s  S p i r i t  ( 59 : 2 1 ) .  The y  

w i l l  i nh e r i t  Ya hwe h ' s  l a n d  ( 6 5 : 9 )  f o r  the y w i ll dwe l l  

i n  t h e  re c re a t e d  Je rus a l e � . S in c e  b o t h  I s ra e l  a nd the  

s e rv a n t  a re d e s c r ib e d  a s  b e i n g  " cr e a t e d , "  " f or�e d "  o r  

" rrP d e ; '' t o  be  c h o s e n  o r  ca l l e d  by Y a hweh involve s a 

c re a t i on o f  t h e  i n n e r  pe r s o n .
46 

Ex o d u s  and New Ex o d u s  

The e ve n t  i n  w h i c h  I s ra e l  a s  a n a t i o n  wa s c h o s e n  

b y  Ya hweh t o  b e  h i s  pe o pl e  t o  d e cl a re h i s  n a m e  a n d  h i s  

a c t s  t o  t he w o r l d  wa s t h e  e x o d u s  f ro� t h e  l a n d  o f  Egy pt 

und e r  t h e  l e ad e r s h i p  o f  � o s e s . I s a i a h  u s e d  t h i s  m o t i f  

o f  t h e  e x o d u s  t o  d e rr on s tra t e  Yahw e h ' s  re s o l v e  t o  crea t e  

a n e w  t h i ng n n w  a s  h e  h e d  i n  t h e  t im e  o f  E o s e s . Ou t o f  

t h i s  e x pe r i e n c e  I s a i a h  d rew u pon s e v e ra l  e l err e n t s  to 

s ho w  how Y a h w e h  is workin� now : 1 )  the a ng e l  of  d e l i v e r­

a n c e , 2 )  t h e  ro d  o r  h a nd o �  Ya hwe h , J )  t h e  d r y ing up o f  

t h e  wa t e rs , 4 )  t h e  way , 5 )  pa s s i ng through , 6 ) t h e  w i l ­

d e rn e s s  e x pe r i e n c e  a nd ? )  the s e rva n t  o f  Ya hwe h .  

The i m a g e  o f  t h e  a ng e l  o f  d e a t h  i s  a l lud e d  t o  thr e e  

t im e s i n  t h e  v i s i on o f  I s a i a h . In  c ha p t e r 2 8  Ya hwe h  

r i d i cu l e d  t h e  Hebrews f o r  rra k i n �  a c ovena n t  w i th d ea t h  

s o  t h a t the  s c ourge would n o t  a f f e c t  t h e rr  w h e n  i t  pa s s e d  
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b y  ( lJ. Y )  ther;  ( 2 8 : 1 _5 ) . Th i s  i s  8 re f l e c t i on o f  t h e  - T  
n i �h t  w h e n  t � e  a nv e l  o f  d e a th PB S S e d over Egypt k i l l ing 

a l l  t h e  f i rs tborn of t h o s e  who ha d n o t  ful f i l l e d  t h e  re -

o u i r e r::e n t s  o f  t h e  }p s s o v e r  c o v e nan t . Ya hwe h d e c l B re d  

tha t e v e n  thoug h t h e y  ha d ma d e  a pac t  w i th d e a t h t h e  

s c ourge would s e i z e  t h e m  b e c a u s e  h e  would make jus t i ce 

and r i g h t e ous n e s s  t h e  i n s t rum e nt s  for e xam i n ing the  be -

ha v i o r o f  ma n k i nd ( 2 8 : 1 7 -1 9 ) . The s e c ond pa s s a ge , 6 J : 9 ,  

i s  pa r t  of  a l e ng th y  pa s s a g e  d e s cr i b ing t h e  e x o d u s  e x -

pe r i e n c e  whe re I s a i a h  m en t i on e d  tha t the a ng e l  of  Ya h -

we h ' s  pre s e n c e  s a v e d  t h e m . The t h i rd t im e  o c curre d whe n  

t h e  a n g e l  o f  d e a th k i l l e d  1 8 5 , 0 0 0  As s yr i a n s  w i t h  a 

pla gue ( 3 7 : J6 ) • 

The r o d  or ha n d  o f  God  i s  a l s o  a m o t i f  o f  Ya hweh ' s  

d e l ivera n c e  a s  e v i d e � c e d  i n  t h e  e x o d u s  be ca u s e  t h e  rod 

o f  God in Mo s e s ' ha n d  broug h t  the plagu e s  and wa s s tre t ched  

out ove r t h e  Be d S e a , d iv i d in� i t .  Th r e e  t im e s  I s a ia h  

m e n t i on e d  t h e  s t re t c h ing out o f  Y a hw e h ' s  rod o r  hand . 

In  1 0 : 2 6 Ya hw e h  r e l a t e d  t h e  l i f t ing o f  h i s  r o d  a g a i n s t  

Egy rt i n  the  t i m e  o f  t � e  e x o d u s  t o  br i ng t h e  t e n  plagu e s  

t o  t he l i f t in g  o f  h i s  r o d  a gB i n s t  A s s y r i a  pre suma bly t o  

br i ng a plA gue u pon t h e m . Pe rhaps t h i s  WA S ful f i l l e d  in 

J 7 : J6 wh e re 1 8 5 , 0 0 0  s o l d i e r s  were s l a i n  by a pla gu e  in 

t h e  n i &e h t . 

In  1 1 : 1 5 -1 6 Ya hwe h pro� i s e d  t o  s t re t c h  out  h i s  hand  

ove r  t h e  Euph ra t e s R iv e r4 7  a n d  d ry i t  u p  so  t h a t once 

ags i n  h i s  pe o pl e  c a n  wa l k  ove r the wa t e r s  on d r y g round . 
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Th i s  prophe c y  u t i l i z e d  t h e  i ma � e ry o f  t � e  f i rs t e x o d u s  

t o  s ymbo l i z e  t h e  n e w  e x od u s  f o r  the  remnant o f  I s ra e l  

e x i l e d  b y  As s yr i a  a n d  Ba bylon . In 2 3 : 1 1  Yahw e h  d re w  

u pon the  e f f e c t  t h P t t h e  f i r s t  e x od u s  ha d h a d  u pon t h e  

nat i on s  w h o  h e a rd o f  Yahwe h ' s  m i ra c ulous a c ts . The y 

were  t e r r i f i e d . Once a ga in , w h e n  Ya hwe h s tre t c h e s  out 

h i s  h a n d  ove r  the s e a  a ga i n s t  Tyre a nd S i d on , the na -

t i on s  w i l l tremble  be c a u s e  o f  wha t  h e  w i l l  d o . 

I s a i a h  u s e d  t h e  m o t i f s  of  t h e  d ry in7 u p  o f  t h e  

wa t e rs a nd the  wa y to  d em on s tra t e  tha t Yahweh w o u l d  pro -

v i d e a n e w  e x o d u s  out o f  e x i l e  i n  t h e  S P IT e  way tha t h e  

ha d brou gh t t h e  Hebrews out o f  Egypt . Tha t Y a hw e h  w i l l 

re c o v e r  a s e c ond t irre t h e  remna n t  o f  h i s  pe o pl e  w i t h  

t h e  powe r o f  h i s  hand r e f e r s  t o  t h e  f ir s t t irr e  t ha t  h e  

d i d s o  i n  t h e  e x o d us ( 1 1 : 1 1 - 1 2 ; 1 4 : 1 - 3 ) . At Ya hwe h ' s  

rebuke t h e  s e a  d r i e d  u p  ( 5 0 : 2 - 3 ) . I s a i a h  intend e d  t o  

s h ow t h a t  Ya hw e h  ha d t h e  pow e r  t o  d e l iv e r . As i n  t h e  

d a ys o f  o l d  wh e n  Ya hwe h d r i e d  u p  t h e  s e a  for t h e  r e -

d e em e d  t o  c ro s s  o ve r ,  s o  n ow t h e  r a n s om e d  o f  Ya hwe h  w i l l  
4 8  

re turn ( 51 : 9 - 1 1 ) .  In  c ha p t e r  4 3  I s a i a h  a l lud e d  to 

the e x o d u s  tw i c e . Whe n I s ra e l  pa s s ed t hrough the wa -

t e rs o r  t h e  r i v e rs , l a hweh wou l d  be  w i t �  thern  b e c a us e , 

8 S  h e  s a i d , " I  a rr:  Yahwe h your G o d " ( 4 3 : 2 ) .  A s  Ya hwe h 

ma d e  a wa y f o r  h i s  pe o pl e  t o  e x i t  frorr Eg ypt and  a l s o  

d e s troye d t h e  Eg y pt i a n s , s o  h e  would d o  t h e  s a � e  w i th 

the  Babyl o n i a n s  ( 4 3 : 1 4 -1 7 ) . In  th i s  �a s s a g e  t h e  e xo d us 

a n d  t h e  c re a t i on o f  I s ra e l  fun c t i on in t h e  s a rn e  r a nn e r  
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a s  t h e  e nu�e ra t i on o f  Ya hwe h ' s  c r e a t iv e  a c t s . The  a c t s 

o f  Y a hw e h  in t h e  e xo d us were  intend e d  t o  ins t i l l  fa i th 

in Y a hwe h ' s  powe r  t o  ove rthrow t h e  e ne rr y  a nd prov i d e 

d e l iv e ran c e . I n  6 3 : 1 2 ,  in pra i s e  for wh a t  Yahwe h h a d 

d on e  in t h e  pa s t , I s a i a h  m e n t i on e d  tha t Yahwe h had d i ­

v i d e d  t h e  s ea . Th i s  remembran c e  wa s i n t e n d e d  t o  rem ind 

Jud a h  o f  he r re la t i on s h i p  w i t h  Y a hwe h .  

In  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  pe s s a � e s  a lre a d y cons i d e r e d , Y a h ­

w e h  rra d e  a wa y f o r  h i s  pe o pl e  t o  wa l k  on ( 1 1  : 1 5 ;  4 J : l 6 ;  

5 1 : 1 0 ) . Howe ve r , even t h ou � h  h e  w i l l  d o  a s im i la r t h ing 

i n  t h e  new e x o dus , Ya hwe h w i l l  d o  s om e t h ing n e w . He 

w i l l m a ke a we y t hrou�h t h e  w i ld e rne s s  j u s t  a s  he mad e 

a wa y t hrough t h e  s e a  i n  t h e  f i rs t  e x odus ( b J : l 9 -2 1 ) .  

The w i l d e rn e s s  w i l l  blo s s om a n d  come  t o  l i fe a n d  a roa d ­

wa y ,  t h e  H i ghwa y o f  Ho l i n e s s ,  w i l l pa s s  throug h th i s  

n e w  l i fe ( J5 : 8 ) .  On l y  t h o s e who a r e  r i g h t e ou s  w i l l  wa l k  

in i t . S o , t h e  f ir� t e x o d u s  b e ca � e  a n  a rc h e t y pe o f  wh a t  

Go� would d o  f o r  h i s  ne t i on in the re turn from e x i l e  

a n d  f o r  a l l rr e n  in t h e i r  s pi r i tua l l ive s . 

In t h e  s a � e  m a nn e r  th n t  Y A hwe h t o o k  c a r e  o f  h i s 

pe o pl e  i n  t h e  w i ld e rne s s , h e  c o n t inue s t o  c a r e  f o r  tho s e  

w h o  ob e y  h i rr . In 48 : 1 7  Ya hw e h  l a m e n t e d  t h e  f a c t  t ha t 

e ve n  tho ug h  h e  h a d s hown h i s  pe o pl e  t h e  wa y t h a t they 

s h ould g o , y e t t h e y  ha d not  o b e y e d  h i s command m e nt s . 

Th i s  a t t i tude i s  rem i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  wand e r ings i n  the 

w i ld e rn e s s  in wh i c h  Y a hw e h  l e d  h i s  pe o pl e  but t h e y  con­

t inua l ly d i s ob e y e d  h i s  corrmendme n t s . In 49 : 1 0  Y a hwe h 
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s a i d , '' ile wh o ha s compa s s i o n  o n  theF w i l l  l e n d  t h e m , 

an d w i l l  gu i d e them t o  s pr in�s o f  wa t e r . '' Du r in� t h e  

w i ld e rn e s s  w a n d e r in g s , when t h e  pe o pl e  n e e d e d  wa t e r , 

Y a hweh gu i d e d  t h e m  t o  s pr in g s  o f  wa t e r . S o , h e  w i l l  

c o n t inue t o  d o  t h e  s a m e  t h i ng f o r  h i s  pe o ple . 

I s a i a h  ex t e n s ive l y  ut i l i z e d  the m o t i f s  of t h e  e x o -

d u s  i n  6 3 : 7 - 1 4 .  As  a lrea d y  m en t i on e d , he m en t i o n e d  the 

Pa s s ove r a n � e l  a n d  t h e  d iv i d i n g  o f  the s e a . He a l s o  

m e n t i o n e d  �a hweh ' s  s t e a d f P S t  l ove . E o s e s  l e �  t h e m  out 

of  t h e  s e a  l i ke o ne of  h i s  own fl ocks ( 6 1 : 1 1 ) .  He 

pla ce d  h i s  Ho l y  S p i r i t  in the i r  m i d s t  ( 6 J : 1 1 ) wh i c h  r e -

c a l l s  t h e  d e s ce n d i n �  o f  the  Ho l y  S p i r i t  u pon t h e  s eventy 

e ld e rs . Ya hwe h c a re d  f o r  h i s  pe o pl e  in  t h e  w i l d e rn e s s  

s o  tha t t h e y  d i d n o t  s tumb l e  ( f J : l J ) .  F in al l y , I s a i a h  

re c a l l e d  t ha t t h e  Ho l y  S p i r i t  gave the pe o pl e  r e s t  i n  

t h e  l a n d  a f t e r  the y ha d e n t e re d  Ca n a a n  ( 6 J : 1 4 ) . 

One l a s t  mo t i f  o f  t h e  w i l d e rn e s s  w a n d e r ings o c curs 

in 6 4 : 1 - J  whe r e  I s a i a h , re m e mbe r ing how Yahw e h  ha d c om e  

d own a nd the moun t a i n s  h a d  q ua ke d  a t  �ou � t  S i na i ,  re -

que s t e d  that Y a hwe h c ome d own a ga in t � n t  t h e  rnoun t e i n s  

rr ig h t  ouake , tha t h i s n a m e  E ig h t  b e  known t o  t h e  n a t i o n s , 

a n d  tha t t h e  n a t i o n s  a l s o  m i g h t  trerbl e . Isa ia h c o n -

elud e d : 

For from o f  o l d  the y have n o t  h e a rd n o r  
pe r c e ive d  b y  e a r , 

Ne i t he r  ha s the e y e  s e en a God b e s i d e s  The e , 
Wh o a c t s  i n  b e ha l f  o f  the one  wh o wa i t s  for 

Him ( 6 4 : � ) .  

I s a i a h ' s  u s e  o f  the m o t i f  o f  the e x o d us a lways  
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po i n t s  to the n e w  work o f  re d e r pt i n n  t ha t Yahweh  w i l l 

a c c ompl i s h . The e x o d u s  wa s a s : � b o l  o f  G o d ' s  d e l iv e r -

a n c e  f rom s e rv i tud e a n d  a c a l l  t o  ob e y  h t rr i n  a c ove � P n t 

c o�rrun i t y .  Like  t h e  m o t i f s  o f  t h �  o r i g i na l  c re a t i on , t h e  

v o t i fs o f  t h e  e x od u s  a ls o  a ppe a r  i n  j ux t a po s i t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  m e s s ag e  o f  Ya hwe h ' s  pre s e n t  a c t  o f  d e l i ve r a n q e , s u c h  

t h e  u s e  o f  Cyrus t o  b r i n� a b ou t  a re turn f rom ex i l e . 49 a s  

T h e  s e rva n t  o f  Ya hwe h  ha s a c onne c t i on w i t h  t h e  

e x o d us b e c 8 U S e  f:.o s e s  h irr1 s e l f  'IJe s  c a l l e d  il li1 ., ·1 J.t,l , " t h e  't : �: ·: 
s e rvR n t  o f  Ya hwe h . "  I J.Y i s  a ppl i e d  t o  ·"' P''' r s o n  who . .  , ,  
pe rform s  R ta s k  for a pe r � o n  w h o  i �  s trong e r . I n  re turn 

t he ma s t e r  would e x t e n d  pro t e c t i o n  t o  the s e rv� n t  a s  

we l l  a s  s t e a d fa s t  l ove . 5 ° �a n y  pe o pl e  i n  t he O l d  Te s ta -

m e n t  were c a l l e d  Yahwe h ' s  s e rvR n t s . How e ve r , o n � y  two , 

be s i d e s  I � a i a h ' s  s e rvan t , we re id e n t i f i e d  w i t h  r e gula r i t y 
q a s  t h e  s e rva n t  o f  Yehwe h , ho s e s  8 nd Da v i d . --'  

Io b e  c A l l e d  !l l il 1  '""1 ].� vra s  t o  be  C8 l l e d  b y  
� . 

t he l o f t i e s t  t i t le R t ta i n a b l e  i n  a c orr�u n i ty 
wh i c h  R ckn o wl e d g e d  t h e  s ov e re i � n t y  o f  God 
a l one . It i r pl i e d f � i t h ful obe d i e n c e  to G o d  
in  a l l  t h ings w i th s pe c i f i c  re f e r e n c e  t o  
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  pe o ple o f  I s ra e l  i �  ma t t e r s  
pe r t A i n i ng t o  t h e  cove n a n t . 5 2 

� �'>I , a s  a ppl i e d  t o  l',o s e s , " s i gn i f i e s  G o d ' s  pr i rr e  I!, in -, '  � I 
. . 

i s te r , the p e r s o n  b y  whorr1 he  i s sued  h i s  ord e r s , a n d b y  

h h 1 i h ,., 1 1  h i  ...l d 
. .. s J w om e a c comp s .  e t ,  a s purpo s e s  a n "  e s 1 �n s . 

C1R rke a l s o  c omr:-· e n te d  t hA t. " n o  pe rs rm e v e r  bore t h i s  

t i t l e  i n  t h e  l i ke s e ns e  bu t t h e  Re d e e m e r  o f  ma n k ind , o f  

w h o m  IV:os e s  a nd Jo s huA \;J e r e  t y pe s . " SL� 
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I n  I s EJ i A h  t h r e e pe o pJ e v1 e re i c1 e n t i f i e d  A S  ·1 ��--. .  
I s A i ah ( 2 0 : 3 ) , E l i A k i m  ( 2 2 : 2 2 ) <=J nd DA v i d  ( 37 = 3 5 ) . The 

t e r� WP S n l s o  n p pJ i e d  o u i t e o f t e n  t o  t � e  nn t i on o f  I s ­

rA e l . Twe l ve t irr e s  i n  cha pt e r s  39 - 5 3
5 5  a n d e l e v e n  

t i rre s ( in t h e plura l ) i n  c h a pt e r s 5 4 - 6 6  t h e  s e rva n t  i s  

5 6 
I s ra e l .  The i d e n t i f i c A t i on o f  I s rA e l  t h e  na t i on a s  

t h e  s e rv a n t  A n d  t h e  s e rva nt as  I s rEJ e 1 5 7  i n  t h e  s ongs of  

t he  s e rvnnt i s  f rA ug h t  w i t h  prob l e rr s .  Bl o c h e r  s ums u p  

t h e  prob l e m  q u i t e c l e A r l y : 

The n A t i o n h nd r e c e i v e d  a s  i t s  rr i s s i on the 
c hA r� e  t o  g l o r i f y  the Lo rd , to  b e  h i s  obe d ­
i e n t  s e rva n t , bu t i t  h a d  f a i l e d . Th e nA t i on 
hA d b e e n  A b l i n d  m e s s e n g e r , a d e A f s e rva n t  
o f  t h e  Lord ( 4 2 : 1 8f f . ) .  Th e o n e  in whom t h e  
Lo rd w i l l be g l o r i f i e d  i s  o n e  w h o  d e s e rve s 
t h e  n A m e  o f I s ra e l . W h e n  G o d  S A Y S  t o  t h e  
S e rv an t ,  ' Y ou a re I s�g e l , ' h e  i s  i n d i r e c t l y  
rebuk i ng t h e  n A t i on . 

In t h e  s a m e  s on� i n  w h i c h t h e  s e rvan t i s  i d e n t i f i e d 

a s  I s ra e l , Ya hwe h g iv e s t h e  s e rv a n t  t h e  t a s k  o f  br ing ing 

t h e  n a t i on hA c k  t o  h i m . H i s  f ur t h e r  t A s k  w i l l  b e  t o  

br i ng s a l vA t i on to  the  pe o pl e s  o f  t � e  w o r l d . The re a l i t y  

o f  I s ra e l ' s s i n ,  h e r  f a i lure t o  d e c l a re Ya hwe h ' s  n e rr e 

t o  t h e  n a t i o n s , and t h e  d e s c r i pt i on o f  t h e  s e rva nt ' s  

t a s k  t o  b o t h  I s ra e l  a nd th e na t i on s  s e e � s  t o  i n d i c a t e  

t h A t t h e  s e rv a n t  i s  A n  ' nd i v i d uA l . 

He i s  a s e rvant t h a t i s  s i m i l a r t o  M o s e s  a n d  d i s -

s im i l a r  t o  Cyrus . The s e rva n t ' s  s im i l A r i t y t o  �os e s  

r e v o lve s around h i s  m i n i s t r y  o f  jus t i c e an d g ra c e .  Jus t  

a s  Mo s e s  h a d  brough t f or t h  j u s t i c e  a nd t h e  law , s o  t h e  

s e rv a n t  woul d b r i n g  j u s t i c e  t o  t he na t i o n s  a n d  t h e  
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c o a s t l a n d s wou l d  wa i t  f o r  h i s  law ( 42 : 1 , 4 ) .  The e m -

phe s i s i s  " n o t  o n m e n ' s  obJ iga t i o n s  b u t  on God ' s  d e -

c i s i on ,  G o d ' s  j u d gm e n t . Whe t God ha s d e c i d e d , t h a t the 

S e rv a n t  vJ i ll i n t e rpre t to G o d ' s  pe o pl e , n 59 

i l l  b f i t t .  t h .  f o  w e o n e  o n s  ru e 1 on o r  e e c  1ng . 

Hi s m i n i s t ry 

b e e n  t h e  mR d i a t o r  o f  Go d ' s  law to  I s ra e l , but n ow t h e 

s e rv a n t  w i l l  f ul f i l l  t ha t te s k .
6 l 

N o t  on l y  w i l l  t h e  

s e rva n t  b R  l i ke hos e s  through h i s  br i ng i n �  jus t i c e  a n rl  

l a w  t o  t h e  pe o pl e s , b u t  h e  w i l l a l s o  o f f e r  gra c e . � o s e s  

wa s kn own a s  t h e  m e e ke s t  o f  a l l � e n  i n  h i s  t i me ( Nu . 1 2 : J ) . 

how e v e r , t h e  s e rv a n t  w i l l  b e  e v e n  � o r e  c o m pa s s i o na t e  

b e c a u s e  h e  w i l l  n o t  a u e n c h man ' s  s p i r i t , but h e  w i ll 

h e a l  a nd r e v ive t h e  l i f e o f  m e n , Bl o c h e r  i n e n t i f i e s  

62 th i s  q ua l i ty a s  g ra ce . 

A l t h oug � t h e  s i m i l a r i t y w i t h  �o s e s  r e ve a l s  that t h e  

s e rv1=mt " w i l l  t e A c h  t ru t h  w i t h  a q u i e t  unob s t ru s i v e ­

n e s s , "  t h e  pr ima ry c orr; pFJ r i s o n i s  vTi t h  Cyru s . 6 3 Cyrus 

w i l l  c om e  w i t h  n i l i t P ry � i � h t  to d e l iv e r  I s ra e l  by t h e  

sword , b u t  t h e  s e rv a n t  w i l l d e l i v e r  f r o m  bl i nd n e s s  e nd 

t he  c e p t iv i t y  o f  pr i s on b y  c alm t e a c h ing a n d  pa t i e n t  

p e r s ua s i on . He w i l l  n o t  l i f t  u p  h i s  v o i c e in t h e  

s t r e e t s . T h e  w o r l d  w i l l  tremble a t  Cyrus , b u t  i t  w i l l  

wa i t  f or t h e  s e rv a n t ' s  i n s t ruc t i on . B l o c h e r  c o n c lude s 

h i s  c o m pa r i s on b y  c i t i n g  t h e  fundam e n t a l  d i f f e re n c e : 

The  S e rva n t  i s  c o n c e rn e d  ab out t ru t h . Cyrus 
i s  pr i ma r i l y c on c e rn e d  n o t  w i t h t ru t h  but 
w i t h m i l i ta ry t r i um ph . The S e rvan t h a s  a 
pa s s i o n  f o r  t r u t h . Wha t i s  r ight b y  d i v i ne 
d e f i n i t i o n , wh i c h is  ' a c c ord ing t o  trut h ' , 
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mus t  be e s tA b l i s he g4on e arth in rn e n ' s  h e a r t s  
and re l A t ion s h i ps . 

From t h e  s e rvant s ong in 4 2 : 1 -9 Bl o c h e r  c onc lud e s  

t h8 t  the  s e rvan t " w i l l be t h e  pe rmn n e n t  b e 8 re r  o f  God ' s  

pre s e nce , powe r and w i s d om . " 6 5 The s e  t hre e q ua l i t i e s  

a r e  d e s cr i pt ive o f  wh � t  the g i f t o f  t h e  S p i r i t  i�pl i e s . 

S in c e  t h e  O l d  Te s t 8 F, e n t  prom i s e s  thA t the  Holy S p i r i t 

w i l l  b e  g iv e n  in t h e  lp s t  d a y s , Bl o c h e r  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  

the s e rv a n t  h a s b e e n  " s  ing l e c1  out t o  plA y  B. d e c i s iv e  

r o l e  in t h e  s a lv a t i on wh i ch w i l l  b e  ma n i fe s t  i n  t h e  

la s t  d a ys . " 6 6  

Thoug h the  s e rva n t  i s  portrA y e d  a s  A t e a c h e r i n  

4 2 : 1 - 9 ,  in  5 0 : 4- 1 1  h e  i s  pr ima r i l y portra y e d  a s  a d i s -

c i pl e . He ma int a ins B c l o s e  re la t i on s h i p  w i t h  Y a hwe h 

who i s  h i s  t e a ch e r . EA c h  morn ing he  b e g ins t h e  d ay 

w i t h  t h e  Lor d  Yahwe h ,  impl y i ng t irr e  s pe nt in m e d i t a t i o n  

a n d  praye r .  H e  i s  g iv e n  a t ongue o f  d i s c i pl e s  s o  t h a t  

a f t P r  h e  h a s l i s t e n e d  t o  God , when h e  s pe aks i t  i s  a s  a 

d i s c i pl e  r e pe a t ing and a ppl y in g  the word s o f  h i s  t e a ch­

e r . 6 7  " Th e  S e rv a n t ' s  re l8 t i on s h i p  t o  h i s  pe o pl e  is that 

of a t e a c h e r  of t ruth ; h i s  re l a t i ons h i p  t o  God is  that 

of the pe r f e c t  l e B rn e r . " 6 8  

I n  49 : 1 -1 3 t h e  s e rv a n t ' s  mou t h  ha s be en IT A d e  l ike 

a s h a r p  sword . The sword i s  a s y�bo l of the word of God 

wh i ch is  able to pene trate  the thoug h t s  and i nt e nt ions  

of  t h e  h e A r t . On c e  agP in t h e  s e rvA n t ' s  rr i n i s try i s  pro -

ph e t i c . H e  i s  s e e n " a s  the Pro ph e t  wh o br i ng s  and e v en 
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i s  G o d ' s  Word . " 69 

In t h i s  pA s s age t h e  s e rvan t a cknow l e dg e s  t h a t Ya b ­

we h w i l l  rewa rd h i m  f or h i s  work ( 49 : 4 ) . He re i s  a n  

v 7 0  ind i ca t i on t h a t  �a hweh w i l l g l or i f y  h i s  s e rvant . 

The f in a l  � re a t cha ra c t e r i s t i c  o f  the s e rvan t i s  

trw t he s u f f e r s . I n  chFJ p t e r  LJ-9 he i s  " t he d e s p i s e d  one , 11 

11 the one abh o rred by the n n t i o n "  ( 49 : 7 ) .  In cha pt e r  5 0  

h e  wa s n o t  d i s ob e d i e n t , bu t h e  s e t  h i s  f a c e  l i ke a f l int . 

He was be a t e n  a nd s pa t  u po n . Howeve r , cha p t e r  5 3  i s  the 

pl 8 ce where I s a i a h  ful l y  d e v e l o pe d  the c o n c e pt of the 

suf f e r ing s e rvFJ n t . On c e  A P'a i n  he i s  d e s c r ibed  a s  " d e -

s p i s e d . "  he wa s p i e rc e d  f o r  man ' s  t ra n s g re s s i o n s , he 

wa s c ru s he d  f o r  e a ch pe r s on ' s  i n i o u i t i e s  ( 5 3 : 5 ) . He 

re fu s e d  t o  d e fend  h im s e l f  but wa s l e d  l i ke a lamb t o  the 

s l a ught e r  ( 5 3 : 7 ) . Be cau s e  he  was c ru s he d f or e a c h per­

s on ' s  s in s , Ya hweh would prol ong h i s  d a ys ( 5 3 : 1 0 ) . He 

w i l l  s e e  h i s  o f f s pr i ng A nd j us t i f y  the " m:=m y "  ( 5 J : 1 1 ) .  

The s e rva n t  a l s o  i s  i n  a creat e d  re l a t i on s h i p  w i t h  

Ya hweh be caus e Yahweh c a l l e d  h im f rom t h e  womb ( 49 : 1 ) .  

Ya hweh form e d  h i m  f rom t h e  w orrb t o  be h i s  s e rvan t 

( 49 : 5 ) . Wh i le he wa s i n  the womb , Yahw e h  n n m e d  h i m . 

H i s  l i fe  a l s o  h a s s pi r i tua l s 5 gn i � i ca n c e  f o r  man-

k i nd . I n  5 0 : 1 0 -1 1 I s a i a h  pro phe s i e d  that the e t e rna l 

f A t e  o f  e a c h  pe r s on would be d e t e rm in e d  b y  the i r  att i -

7 1  tud e t oward the  s e rvant . Th o s e  w h o  f e a r  Ya hwe h and 

o b e y the v o i ce o f  t h e  s e rvan t  A re ca l le d  s e rva � t s  o f 

Yahwe h in the l a s t t h i r t e e n  c ha pt e rs o f  the  v i s i on o f  
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I s a i a h . The s e rva n t s  o f  Y P hw e h  are d e s cr ib e d  a s  a s pi r -

i tua l I s ra e l  w h o  w o u l d  b e  t aught b y  G o d  ( 54 : 1 J )  a n d  

wh o s e  he r i ta g e  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  b e ing e s ta b l i s he d  a n d  p r o -

t e c t e d  ( 5� : 1 1 -1 7 ) .  Th i s  s p i r i tua l I s ra e l  w i l l  i n c lu d e 

more t h a n  j u s t e t hn i c  Hebrews but everyone who o b s e rv e s  

Ya hw e h ' s  c ove na � t  w i t h  m a n  ( 56 : 6 ) .  Th e s e rva n t s  o f  

Ya hwe h , l{n o"t·m a s  t he Chur c h  in t h e  New 'I'e s t m r en t , w i l l  

e n j o y  t h e  n ew h e a v e n s  e n d  t h e  n e w  e a rt h  wh i c h  Y a hw e h  

w i l l  c r e a t e . 

Ihe N e w  He ave n s  a nd t h e  New Ea r t h  

Bl o ch e r  pe r c e ive s in  4 2 : 1 -9 a g l i m ps e  o f  t h e  n e w  

c re a t i on o f  G o d  i n  t h e  r e c a l l ing o f  t he c re a t i on o f  the  

o r i g i n a l h e a v e n  e nd e a rt h . He  a s ks  the q u e s t i o n : 

W h y  d o e s t � e  pro phe t  r e ca l l  the  c re a t i on o f  
h e aven a n �  e a r th i f  n o t  t o  s u gg e s t  t h a t Go d 
i s  a bout t o  c re a t e  new h e a ve n s  a n d  a n e w  
e a rt h , a n e w  o rd e r a n d  a who l e n e w  huma n i t y , a �  i t  w��� · a s  t h e  S e rva n t  ful f i ll s  h i s  
r n s s  i on . 

He c on s i d e r s  t h i s  c re a t i o n  t o  b e  two - f o l d : phy s i c a l  an d 

s p i r i tuA l .  

The c omple t e  a n d  ou twa rd fulf i l l�en t o f  t h i s  
h o pe i s  y e t t o  c orr e ; but s p i r i tua l l y , a s  
i8 11 l s a y s , ' i f 8 n yone i s  i n  Chr i s t ,  he  i s  a 
n e w  c re a t i on ; t h e  o ld ha s pa s s e d 73wa y ,  b e h o l d , 
t h e  n e w  ha s c o rr e • ( 2 Cor . 5 : 1 7 ) . 

I n  t h i s  comm e n t  Bl o c h e r  b r i n g s  t oge t h e r  t he two 

v i e w s  o f  t h e  n e w  c re a t i o n . I t  i s  b o t h  s pi r i tua l and 

phys i cal . In 6 5 : 1 7 - l B Ya hwe h  d e c lare s , " Be ho l d , I cre a t e  

n e w  h e a v e n s  a nd a n e w  e a r t h , • • •  a n d  I c re a t e  Je rus a -
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l e:rrJ . "  YA hwe h i s  n o t  only  re-c re 8 t ing t h e  d w e l l i ng pl a ce 

o f  h i s  pe o pl e  but a l s o  the  dwe l l ing plA c e  o f  h i s  na m e . 

A c c or d i ng t o  hA ll S e r , I s A i a h  u s e d  tfl:l i n  A d � u i n g l y  - � T  
innova t i ve WA Y .  F'o r!L1 e rl y , i t  h8 d b e e n  " re s e rvP.d f o r  

G o d ' s  c r e A t i v e  a c t , " 74 but n o w  I s a iah u s e d  i t  t o  " d e -

s c r ib e  R d e e d  o f  G o d  i n  h i s t or y  w h i c h  would  re juvena t e  

a n  o l d  a n d  d y ing world . " 75 

u s e d  i n  o t h e r  p� r t s  o f  h i s  pro ph e c y  in  h i �  d e s c r i pt i on 

o f  t h i s  new r·' o r l d . The c r e .<J t i o n  o f  R " n e w "  (W1m w o r l d  T T  
i s  i n  ke e p i ng w i t h  � 0 hw e h ' s  e P r l i e r  d e c 1 R r8 t i on t hA t  now 

he i s  d e c l A r ing new t h i ngs ( 4 2 : 9 ) . 7 6  The j uncture of w i ld 

be A s t s  vi i t h  " t h e  t h e m e  o f  t he p>J s r: i ne" >J vJ a y  o f  t h e  f oriPe r  

t h ings  1= m d  t h e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  a n e 11; t h ing ( 4 ) : 1 8 - 2 0 ) " 77 

a l s o  is  re f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  c o n c l u s i on o f  t h e  n e w l y  c rea t e d  

J e ru s A l e m  f o r  bo t h  Y<:> hF e h  !=> n c'l  h i s  pe o pl e  vJ i l l  re j o i ce . 

Cons e q u e n t l y , t h e re w i l l  n o t  be A n y  m o re we e p i ng ( 6 5 : 1 8 - 1 9 ) .  

T h i s  m o t i f  i s  s iiP i l P r  t o  t he d e s cr i pt i on o f  t h o s e  re turn ing 

fro.r: e x i l e  ( 51 : 1 0 )  for " t h e y  v;r i l l  ob t a i n  p; l r1 d n e s s  And 

j o y , :: md s o rrow a n d  s i g h  in>=: w i l l  f l e e  a wa y . "  I t  a. l s o  

appl i e s  t o  t h o s e  w h o  wal k  in t h e  Hip;hw>J y o f  Hol i n e s s  

( J5 : 1 0 ) .  A l s o , t h e  d e s cr i pt i o n  o f  pe a c e i n  t h e  a n imal 

k i ng d om i s  f r und A l s o  in t h e  k i ngd om o f  t h e  r o o t  o f  

J e s s e  ( 1 1 : 6 - 9 ) .  

The c on c e pt o f  e world in wh i ch pe a c e  re igns , in 

wh i c h d e a t h i s  l im i t e d , in wh i ch J e ru s a l e F,  i s  r e bu ilt , 

e nd in w h i c h  s o rrow a n d  e v i l  d i s a ppe a r s , i s  f ound  e l s e -
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w h e re t hroughout I s a i a h . In t he s e  o t h e r  pa s s a � e s 

t h e s e  c on c e pt s  A re l i n lc e d  w i t h  e v e n t s  the t B re f ound e d  

i n  h i s t ory , s u c h  a s  the re turn from e x i l e  o r  t h e  

1'1;e s s i 8 n i c  k i ng d om . I n  t h e s e  pas s,qge s " th e  r i s e  o f  t he 

n e w  world  i s  cond i t i ona l • • • on h i s t o r i ca l l y  i d e nt i ­

f i a bl e  e ve n t s  in w h i c h  G o d  crea t e s  anew . " 7 8  How e ve r , 

i n  6 5 : 1 7 -2 5 , " th e  h i s t o r i c  m e d i um o f  God ' s  r e - c re a t i on 

i s  n o  l onge r in v i e w . The fe e t  a n d  cond i t i on o f  t h e  

new o rd e r  o f  th i n � s  a l o n e  a re t h e  s ub j e c t  o f  a t t e n ­

t i on . " 7 9  Con s e (l ue n t l y , be c 8 u s e  t h e  h i s t or i c  A P"e n c y  o f  

t h i s  re - c re a t i on o f  Ya hwe h  hs s d i s a p pe a re d , 8 0  I s a i a h  

gAve t h e  i m pre s s i on t ha t  t h i s  re - c re a t i on i s  a future 

event . 

lhe u s e  o f  �l � i n  t he G e � e s i s  a c c ount o f  creat i on 'T 'T  
i m pl i e s  c r e a t i on e x  n i h i l o . Howeve r ,  I s a i a h ' s  u s e  o f  

�l� t o  i n d i ca t e  a n e w  a c t o f  re d e mpt i on o n  Yahwe h ' s  ... � 
pa rt d oe s  no t f o rc e  s u c h  a n  i n t e r pre t a t i on i n  65 : 1 7 - 2 5 . 

Ne i t he r i s  s u c h  a n  i n t e r p�e ta t i on ex clud e d . Len s k i  

argue s :  

From I s a . 6 5 : 1 7  we ga t h e r  that t he new he ave n 
a n d  the  n e w  e a rt h  w i l l  i nv o lve a cre a t i v e  a c t  
o f  G o d . W h e n  s ome c on s i d e r the  f l i vh t , go i ng 
a wa. y , pa s s i ng a.Ttra y o f  t h e  o ld a n  ann i h i la t j on 
a nd t he n e w  a c re a t i on l i ke t h a t  o f  Gene s i s 
one , e x  n i h i l o , t h e y  c ov e  i n t o  c o nf l i c t  w i th 
Rom . 8 : 2 0 - 2 1 and w i t h  o u r  pre s e n t  pa s s a � e  
( Re v .  2 1 : 1 -� ) . The newne s s  o f  the h e a v e n  and 
o f  t h e  e a rt h  s h a l l  be l i ke our own • •  , • Our 
n e wn e s s  b e g i n s  w i t h r e g e n e ra t i on .  A l re a d y  
t h i s  t h e  S c r i ptv re s C8 l l  a. crea t i on ... o f  G,.od , 
Eph . 2 : 1 0 ;  4 : 2 Ll , s o  t ha t we  are KC H Y ']  KT \..<s�S· 
" a new c re a t i on , "  I I  Cor . 5 : 1 7 ;  Gal . 6 : 1 5 . 

The c on t e x t  o f  c h a pt e r s  5 3 - 6 6  would s uvg e s t  t hat 
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th i s  " n e w '' c re a t ion i s , a t  l e a s t i n pa rt , P s p i r i tua l 

c re a t i on, for a f t e r  t h e  s e rvan t ' s  r e d e m pt ive d e a t h  i s  

d e s cr i be d , t h e  s a lva t i on o f  t h e  wh o l e  world b e c orr e s  t h e  

t o p i c  o f  d i s cus s i on . In chapt e r  5 4  Yahwe h pro� i s e s  tha t 

b o t h  t h e  barre n woma n a nd t he � a rr i e d  woman w o u l d  h a ve 

s pi r i tual ch i ldren . The s e  c h i ld r e n  a re Ya hwe h ' s  s e r -

VP. n t s  a nd , c on s e q ue n t ly , a re t h e  o f f s pring o f  t h e  s e r-

ve n t . Throughout t h e  f o l l ow ing chapt e r s  Ya hwe h d e -

s cr ib e d  the rr a nn e r  o f  h i s r e l a t i on s h i p  w i t h t he m . Th is 

pa s sage , t he n , is the  culm ina t i on o f  Ya hwe h ' s  d e s cr i p-

t i on o f  a world i n  wh i c h  a l l  rr e n  could  e n� � Re i n  a 

" n e w '' c re a t e d  r e l a t i on s h i p  t ha t would e c ho t h e  o r i g ina l 

c re a t i on .  

Throu� h o u t  t h e  Old T� s ta �e n t , e s pe c i a lly  a � o ng the 

pro phe t s , the  r e d e m pt i v e  a c t s o f  God  a re r e f l e c t e d  i n  

t h e  na tura l world . 8 2 Th i s  re d em pt ive a c t  i s  e x pr e s s e d  

a s  t h e  c r e a t i on o f  n e w  h e avens  a n d  a n e w  e a rt h . �u i le n -

burg c omm e n t s  t h a t 

t h e  s ove r e i Rn t y  o f  God  ove r na ture , c l a s s i c ­
a l l y e x pr e s s e d  in G e ne s i s 1 ,  i s  h e r e  a ppl i e d  
t o  t h e  n e w  ave . The t im e  o f  s a lva t i on f or 
t h e  e l e c t  c o��un i t y i s  u s h er e d  in b y  a new 
c r e a t i on .  To a new age  b e l on� n e w  h e a v e n s  
a nd a n e w  e a rth . The � e a n ing i s  n o t  t h a t 
t h e  pre s e n t  world w i ll b e  c ompl e t e l y  d e s troye d 
( c f .  5 1 : 6 )  a nd a new world c re a t e d  ( c f .  Rev .  
21 : 1 ; I I  Pe t e r  J : l J ) , but ra t h e r  tha t the 
pre s e n t  world  w i l l  b e  c o m pl e t e l y  tra n s f o rm e d  • 
• • • Cre a t i on prov i d e s  the  ba ckgroun d f or 
• • •  t h e  new h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  n e w  a g e .

� J 

Th i s  world would b e  c h a ra c t e r i 7 e d  b y  pea c e . Is a i ah 

i l l u s t r a t e d  t h i s  w i t h a d e s cr i pt i on o f  t h e  an ima l wor l d  



i n  vJh i ch 

2 1 3 

the wo l f  and  the lamb s ha l l  g ra z e  t og e t he r , 
a n d  the l i on s h a l l  e a t  s traw l i ke t h e  ox , 
a nd dus t  s ha l l  be the s e r pe n t ' s  f o o d . The y  
sha ll d o  n o  ev i l  o r  h a r� i n  a l l  � Y  h o l y  
m oun t a i n  ( 6 5 : 2 5 ) . 

Th i s  s am e  d e s cr i pt i on in an e x pa nd e d  f o rm i s  d e s c r i p-

t ive o f  the nature o f  the " re i �n "  o f  the r o o t  o f  Je s s e  

( 1 1 : 1 -1 0 ) . I t  w i l l  b e  c ha ra c t e r i z e d  b y  the S p i r i t o f  

Y a hweh b e caus e w i s do m , r i g h t e ousne s s , j us t i ce and f a i th -

fulne s s  w i l l  a b ound through h i s  m i n i s try . rle w i l l  

s ta nd a s  a s i gna l f o r  t h e  pe o pl e s . I n  the new c re a t i on 

Yahwe h a l s o  w i l l  s e t  a s i gn a m ong the na t i on s  ( 6 6 : 1 9 ) . 

I n  th i s  pa s s a g e , the na t i on s  w i l l  come to the ro o t  o f  

Je s s e . S im i l a rl y , i n  6 6 : 1 9 - 2 0  a l l na t i ons w i l l  come t o  

J e ru sa le m  b r ing ing t h e  bre thren from a l l  na t i ons  t o  

Yahweh a s  a gra in o f f e r i ng . 

A s im i la r  pa s s a ge in 2 : 2 -4 would ind i ca t e  tha t there  

will  b e  pe a c e  f rom wa r as  a ll na t i on s  flock t o  J e ru s a -

l e m  t o  b e  taugh t the w a y s  o f  Y a hwe h . 

The y  w i l l  hamm e r  th e i r sword s into plowshare s , 
and  t h e i r  s pears i n to prun ing h o o ks , 

Na t i on w i l l  no t l i f t  u p  sword a �a ins t na t i on , 
And n P v e r  a ga in w i l l  t h e y  le a rn wa r ( 2 : 4 ) .  

The ne ture o f  the Me s s i a n i c  k ingd om w i l l  b e  pea c e 

w i thout end ( 9 : 7 ;  6 0 : 1 7 ;  6 6 : 1 2 ) .  The Me s s i a h  w i l l  be 

known a s  the Pr i n c e  of I-e a c e { 9 : 6 ) .  It w i l l  a l s o  be a 

na t i on o f  r i g ht e ou s n e s s  a s  we l l  a s  pea c e . Tho s e  who 

t ru s t in Y a hwe h w i l l  b e  ke pt in pe rf e c t  pe a ce ( 2 6 : J ) .  

Y a hwe h w i l l  e s tab l i s h  pe a c e  on b e h a l f  o f  h i s  pe o pl e  
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( 2 6 : 1 2 ) . 

Th e word f o r  " pe a c e " i s  o i  ?w. I t  m e a n s  more than T 
a b s e n c e  o f  wn r .  I t  rr:e � m s  " c o m pl e t e ne s s , who l e n e s s , ha r­

mony , ful f i l lrr: en t . " 8 4 It  i rr: pl i e s  " un im pa i re d  re l R t i o n ­

s h i ps vJi t h  o th e r s  a nd ful f i l lE e n t  in one ' s  und e rtak i n gs .  u 8 5 

O� >J i s  t h e  re s u l t  o f  Ya hwe h ' s  c ovena n t -m a k ing a c t i v i t y  T 
a nd the re sul t o f  r ig h t e o u s n e s s . 8 6  Th i s  i s  t h e  s en s e  

o f  the word i n  J 2 : 9 - 2 0 . For tho s e  who hu�bl e th e � s e lv e s  

i n  re pe n t a n c e , t h e  Ho ly S p i r i t w i l l  b e  poure d ou t u po n  

the m . Jus t i c e  and r i g h t e ousne s s  w i l l c h a rR c t e r i z e  t h e  

trA n s a c t i on s  o f  t h e  l a n d . " Th e  wo rk o f  r i gh t e ou sn e s s  

w i l l  b e  pe a c e , A nd t h e  s � rv i c e  o f  r i � h t e ousne s s , a u i e t -

n e s s  a n d  c o n f i d e Y"J c e  foreve r "  ( J2 : l ? ) . 

fe a ce i s  a re s u l t  o f  Ya hwe h ' s  a c t iv i t y b e cau s e  

Yahweh cre a t e s  pe a ce ( 45 : 7 ) . Oi�0 " d e s cr ibe s t h e  s ta te T 
9 f  ful f i llme n t  wh i c h  i s  the  re sul t o f  God ' s  pre s e n c e . " 8 7 

Th i s  i s  ind i c a t e d  in t h e  r e fe renc e t o  t he cov e na n t  o f  

pe a c e m e n t i on e d  i n  54 : 1 o . 8 8  Wh i l e  Ya hwe h ' s  c ovenant 

of pe a c e for tho s e  who a re r i g h t e ous w i l l  not be  broken ,  

t h e re i s  n o  pe a c e  f o r  t h e  w i cke d ( 4 8 : 2 2 ; 5 7 : 2 1 ) ,  b e ca u s e  

they d o  n o t  know t h e  wa y o f  pe a c e  ( 59 : 8 ) .  

In the t ime o f  t h e  c ovena n t  o f  pe a c e , t h e  "we l l -

b e i ng "  o f  t h e  s o n s  o f  the o be d i e n t  w i l l  h e  gre a t  ( 54 : 1 J ) 

b e ca u s e  the s e rv a n t  ha s b o rn t h e  cha s t i s e� e n t  t ha t  

brought the i r  pe a c e ( 5 J : 5 ) .  Th i s  s alva t i on w i l l  e nabl e 

man k i n d  t o  g o  out  w i th j o y  and t o  h e  l e d  forth w i t h 

pen c e  ( 5 5 : 1 2 ) .  Whe n  Y a hweh h e a l s  m a n k i n d , the  pra i s e  
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thA t h e  cre p. t e s  upon t h e  l i ps o f  men w i l l  b e  " 1 Pe A c e , 

Pe p c e ' t o  h ir:r: v.rho i s  f R r  B n c'l  t o  h i m  who i s  n e n r "  ( 5 7 = 1 9 ) . 

On e o f  t h e  c on n o t A t i on s  of  EA R l ' s  k ings h i p  WA S tha t 

h i s  k in�s h i p  brou� h t  p e p. c e  A nd o r d e r  t o  t h e  c o s � o s .
8 9 

I s e i A h  d e c l A r e d  t h A t Y A h w e h c r e A t e s  pe A ce and w i l l  

c re a t e  a new w o r l d  t hat w i l l  b e  c harA c t e r i z e d  b y  pe A c e . 

Th i s  c on c e pt o f  a wo rld o f  pe e c e i n co r pora t e s  R vi ew 

o f  l i m i t e d  d e a t h . I s a i a h  6 5  plA c e s  the n e w  h e A V e n s  and 

the new e R rt h  w i th i n  the r e A l i t y  o f  d eA t h .  De p th s t i l l  

o c curs . The o n l y  c h p n � e  i s  t h A t  e v e ry pe r s on l i ve s ou t 

h i s  l i f e  t o  t h e  fu l l  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  ex i s te n c e . Infan t 

m o r t A l i t y  d i s A p pe R r s . The onl y e x c e pt i o n  t o  f ul f i l lm e nt 

i n  t h e  n e w  wo rld  i s  i n  t h e  CA s e  o f  t h e  unre pe n tan t s in ­

n e r .  Oth e rw i s e , no  o l d  pe r s on d i e s  w i thout c o rr,ple t ing 

h i s  t p. s k  i n  l i fe and no i n f A n t  l ive s on l y  a s h o r t  t i me . 

Howe v e r , d e A th i s  s t i l l  a r e A l i t y • 

.F'o r  I s R i A h , " f ru i t i on "  i s  the ke y c on c e p t o f  t h e  

n e w  w o r l d , n o t  t h e  l a c k  o f  d e R th, a l t hough i n  2 5 : 8 and 

2 6 : 1 9  h e  pro ph e s i e d  t hA t YA hw e h  waul � swA l l ow up d e a th 

e n d  rA i s e  t h e  d e a d . I s A i a h  i l lu s t rA t e d  t h i s  c on c e pt 

w i th a l i s t  o f  te s k s  t h A t wou l d  b e  s u c c e s s fu l l y  com­

p l e t e d : 1 ) man w i l l  n o t  o n l y  bu i l d , but h e  w i l l  i nhab i t  

wha t h e  ha s bu i l t ; 2 ) h e  w i l l  n o t  onl y plAn t , but he 

w i l l  a l s o  e p. t WhA t he hA s p ln n t e d ; J )  h e  w i l l  W e A r  

o u t  t h e  w o rk o f  h i s  h A n d s rA t h e r  t h A n  d y ing b e f o re h e  

c a n  u s e  i t ; 4 )  h e  w i l l  b e a r  c h i l dren a n d  e n j o y  t he ir  

l ive s , ra t h e r  t h A n l o s i ng thee t o  d e A th ;  And 5 )  h e  w i l l  
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n o t  labor i n  va in be ca u s e  h e  i s  a n  o f f s pr ing o f  tho s e  

b l e s s e d  by Y a hw e h .  I s a i ah has d e f in i t e ly pl a c e d  the 

new world w i th in the c on t e x t  o f  t h e  b l e s s i ng of Y a hw e h 

ra t � e r  tha n  h i s  curs e . The new world w i l l  rev e r s e  t h e  

cur s e  u p o n  the w o rl d  d e s cr ib e d  in cha p t e r 2 4 . 

Th i s  d e s cr i pt i on o f  t h e  n e w  worl d c on c e n tra te s  

large l y  u pon the re - c re a t ing o f  Je rus 0 l e m . The a bove 

d e s c r i pt ion of j o y , pe a ce and  f ul f i l lm e n t  b e l ongs t o  

t h e  n e w l y  cre a te d  Jerus a l e m . Tha t I s a i a h  should  rn ov e  

f ro� 8 un i ve r s a l  v i s i on o f  r e - c re a t i on t o  8 nat i on a l -

i s t i c  v i ew c o i nc i d e s  w i t h  h i s  e F ph� s i s throughout h i s 

v i s i o n  tha t J e ru s a l e w  i s  t h e  

m e d i un through wh i ch a un i ve rs al b e n e f i t  i s  
s e cure d ( e . g . , 2 : 2 -4 ; 6 0 : 1 - J ) . h e v; h e �:w en s  
and  a n e w  e a r t h  c a n  a r i s e  be ca u s e  Je rus a l e m  
i n  t h e i r  m i d s t  i s  now s o  r e n e w e d  tha t i t  i s  
t h e  s i �� and a � e n t  o f  the new a g e  for the 
who l e  :Worlct . 9 0  

Th i s  j ux ta po s i t i on o f  t he n e w  world  w i th a n e w  J e ru-

s a l e m  is " pa rt of the chara c t e r i s t i c  pla c e� e n t  o f  

I s a i a h  6 5  i n  t h e  � i d d l e be twe e �  u l t ima t e  h o pe w i th in 

the re a l  e a rth a n d  t h e  image o f  n e wn e s s  b e yon d h i s to r i ca l  

c o n ta c t s . 1 1 9 1  

The n e w l y  c re � te d  Je rus a l e m  i s  a pl a c e w h e r e  the 

word of Yahwe h i s  taug h t  and a l l  � e n  c o m e  w i t h  e a ge r -

n e s s  t o  l e a rn the wa y o f  Ya hwe h ( 2 : 2 - 3 ; 54 : 1 J ) . The 

l ig h t  of Y a hw e h  w i l l gu i d e  mank ind . I t  w i l l  b e  the o n l y  

s ou r c e  o f  g u i d a n c e  i n  the new c i ty ( 6 0 : 1 9 - 2 0 ) .  Nat i on s  

a n d  k ings  w i l l  c om e  t o  h i s  l ig h t  ( 60 : J ) .  T h e  w e alth o f  



t h e  na t i on s  w i l l  b e  brough t  t o  i t  s o  that  i t s  b e a u t y  

wi l l  b e  glori ous ( 54 : 1 1 -1 2 ;  6 0 : 1 1 -1 3 ) .  
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Final l y , Je ru s al e m  w i l l  be  a pla c e  whe re s orrow 

a nd e v i l d o  not e x i s t . Yahwe h w i l l  w i pe away a l l  t e ars 

f rom t h e  fe c e s  o f  i t s  i n ha b i tan t s  ( 2 5 : 8 ) .  Th e an i m a l s  

w i l l  n o  l ong e r  b e  c a rn i vo rous,  hut , ins t e a d , th e y  w i ll 

e a t  ve � e ta t i on . Th e s e r pe n t  w i l l  n o  lon�er ha rm anyone , 

bu t i t  w i l l  e a t  only dus t .  No  ha r� o r  e v i l  w i l l  o c cur 

in J e ru s a l e m  be c a u s e o f  the an i ma l s . Al s o , n o  un c le an 

t h i ng or pers on w i l l walk in t h e  Highwa y o f  Ho l ine s s  

( ) 5 : 8 ) .  T� o s e  w h o  d o  tha t wh i ch i s  ev i l  in Ya hwe h ' s  

s ig h t  w i ll be s la i n  ( 6 5 : 1 2 , 1 5 ) . The y  w i l l  b e  put to 

s h a � e  ( 6 5 : 1 3 ;  6 6 : 5 ) . 

On the  o t h e r  hand , Ya hwe h w i l l  make t ho s e  who are 

hurrbl e ,  contr i t e  in s p i r i t  a n d  f e a r  h i s  word h i s  pla c e  

o f  re s t  ( 6 t : 1 - 2 ) .  Th e y  w i l l  b e  h i s  hous e i n s t e ad of  t h e  

t e m pl e . Tho s e  w h o  a re ob e d i e n t  a n d  h e l p  bu i l d  in Jeru­

s a l e rr  w i l l  be c a l l e d  pr i e s t s of Ya hw e h  and rr i n i s t e rs o f  

G o d  ( 61 : 6 ;  6 6 : 21 ) .  B e caus e t h e y  re j o i c e  i n  J e rus alem , 

t h e  ha n d  o f  Ya hwe h w i l l  b e  ma d e  kn own t o  t hem . The y  w i l l  

b e  comfort e d  by the i r  pre s e n c e  i n  Je ru s a l e m  ( 6 6 : 1 0 -1 4 ) .  

W h e n  the  r o o t  o f  Je s s e  i s  s e t  i n  t h e i r  m i d s t  as  a s ign 

( 1 1 : 1 0 ; 6 6 : 1 9 ) ,  t h e n  t h e y  w i ll g o  t h roughout t h e  world 

and d e c l a re the g l ory of Yahwe h to the na t i ons . The y 

w i l l  re turn b r ing i ng h i s  pe o pl e  a s  a gra i n  o f f e r ing t o  

Yahwe h ( 6 6 : 2 0 ) .  

The s ign tha t wn s s e t  a rr an� t h e  na t i on s  wa s the 
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c ro s s  o f  Chr i s t .  H i s d i s c i pl e s  were  s e n t  t hroughout 

the world  to b ring pe o pl e  a s  An offe r ing to God . Th i s  

n e vJ world i s  t h e  s e t t i nFC f o r  t h e  "new b irth " o r  t h e  

" n ew c re 8 t i on . " ·Th e  n e w  nAee o f  t h i s  pe o pl e  i s  " Chr i s ­

t iA n  . .. " Th e  s tab i l i t y  Rnd pe rman e n c e  o f  t h e  new pe o ple  

o f  t h e  n e w  a g e  are a s  s ure A S  t h e  n ew h e A ve n s  and  the  

n e w  e R rt h . Bo t h  are t h e  c re A t i on o f  God . " 9 2  

The f inA l p i c ture o f  t h e  n e w  world i s  t h e  reward o f  

t h e  ob e d i e n t  and t h e  pun i s hm e n t  o f  t h e  w i cked . The 

s p i r i tuA l o f f s pr i n g  of thP s e rva n t  R nd h i s  s e rva n t s  

w i l l  e ndure jus t a s  t h e  n e w  h e A v e n s  and t h e  n e w  e a rth 

e nd u r e  ( 6 6 : 2 2 ) .  A l l  m e n  w i l l  wors h i p  �ahw e h  c ons t a n tly , 

f rom s a bba t h  t o  S A bbA t >1 ( 6 6 : 2 J ) . The w i c k e d , howe ve r , 

w i l l  be c om e  a s ymbo l  t o  a l l  m e n  o f  t he re s u l t  o f  d i s o ­

b e d i en c e , f o r  t h e i r  c o r ps e s  w i l l  b e  rev i e we d  b y  a l l  

m e n  " f or t he i r  worm s hA ll n o t  d i e ,  and t h e i r  f i re sha ll 

not b e  a u e n c he d " ( 6 6 : 2 4 ) . 9 3  

Th i s  v i ew o f  a n e w  world i s , f or I s a i a h , t h e  cul ­

m i na t i on o f  t h e  v i s i on o f  re d e m pt i on . Throughout h i s ­

t ory Yahwe h ha s b e e n  w o rk i ng towArd the  re d ero pt i on o f  

a l l  m e n  s in c e  t h e  f a l l  o f  mA n w h e n  h e  po l lu t e d  t h e  o r ig -

inal c re a t i on .  H e  ca l l e d  o n e  m a n , Abra ha m ,  A n d  t h e  na ­

t i o n  t hA t  C A m e  from h i s  d e s c e nd an t s  t o  pro c la i m  Yahwe h ' s  

n a m e  a n d  a c t s  t o  t h e  world . Now tha t t h e y  hAve  f a i le d , 

Yahwe h w i l l  r e d e em t h e m  by c a l l ing a n o th e r  s e rvant who 

w i l l  pro c l a i m  j us t i c e  t o  t he na t i on s . Through h i s  re ­

d em pt ive  d e e th a nd pro long i ng o f  d ays , o t h e r  s e rvan t s  
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w i l l  b e come  obe d i en t  t o  Yn hwe h . Howev e r , t h e  re d e em ­

ing a c t iv i t y  o f  Yahw e h  w i l l  n o t  b e  c orr pl e t e  un t i l  t h e  

h e a ve n s  a nd t h e  e a rth h 8 V e  b e e n  re - c re a t e d  and J e rusa­

l e m , pure a nd pe a c e ful , s ta n d s  as  the  c e n t ra l f o cus o f  

t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  and a l l  e v i l  ha s b e e n  d e s tro y e d . 
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CHA PTER E IGH'I' 

'I'HE S IX CH.i.I�T I ONS 

Throughout the pre c e d ing chApters t h e  thene  o f  

c re a t i on a c c ord ing t o  I s a iah--relat i ons h i p- -has been 

d i s cus s e d  and a na l yz e d  i n  t e rm s  o f  ind i v i d u a l  m o t i fs 

wh i ch were o r i g i na l l y  pe rt o f  the He brew c re a t i on myth 

f ound i n  G e n e s i s . Some o f  the s e  F.o t i f s , e . g . , t he flood 

a nd the Noah i c  c ov ena n t , were a pa rt of  t h e  Hebrew pr iiT­

eve l h i s t ory . 

In j u s t i f i c a t i on o f  I s a i a h ' s  u s e  o f  the c re a t i on 

t e rm in o l o g y  i n  c onne c t i o n  w i t h  s u c h  event s , pe s t  and  fu­

ture , a s  t h e  e x o d u s , t h e  re turn from ex i l e , t he s e rvant 

of  Ya hwe h e nd t h e  new h e avens and  the new e ar t h , Ge rha r d  

von Ba d ' s  e x pl ana t i on of  t h e  pri m e va l pat te rn o f  h i s tory-­

s in ,  j udgment end gra c e - -wa s pre s e n t e d .  A t  t ha t  t ime 

t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  v i e w  wa s u s e d  only to d e m on s tra te tha t  

s u c h  event s could  be c on s i de re d  a c ont i nua t i on o f  the 

primeva l o r  c re at i on h i s t ory . Howeve r ,  i n  an a t tempt t o  

c o d i f y  I s a i a h ' s  u s e  o f  t he va r i ous c re a t i on m ot i f s , t h i s  

m o d e l  o f  h i s to r y  w i l l  b e  c on s i d e re d  i n  a d i f f e re n t  l igh t 

wh i c h  wi l l  re s u l t  in a c oh e s i on be twe en the s e  m o t i f s . 

I t  w i l l  a l s o  provi d e  the n e c e s s ary back� round f o r  I s a i a h ' s  

i nn ova t ive u t i l i z a t i on o f  the c reat i on m o t i f s , e s pe c i8 l l y , 
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X l3 and the  e x odus . The n , an a ppl i ca t i on o f  I s a i a h ' s  
T T 

u s e  o f  t h e  crea t i on mo t i f s  t o  t h e , mo d e rn d i s cu s s i o n  o f  

crea t i on - s c i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  h o pe o f  prov i d ing s o m e  l ig h t  

t o  t h e  c ontrov e r s y  w i l l  b e  att e m pt e d .  Finally , a b r i e f  

ane ly s i s  o f  I s a i ah ' s  u s e  o f  t h e  cre a t i on s t ory a s  myth 

w i l l  be pre s ent e d . 

The Pr i m e ve l Mod e l  o f  H i s t ory 

In the f irs t e l e ve n  c ha p t e rs o f  Gene s i s  a pa t t e rn t o  

t h e  h i s t ory o f  m a n k i n d  d ev e l o ps - -men s ins , G o d  judg e s  

1 man , but G o d  als o pro v i d e s  gra ce . Th i s  m od e l i s  s e en 

i n  t he l ive s o f  Adam a n d  Eve , Ca i n  and t h e  world o f  

Noah . Ad e m  and Eve d i s ob e y e d  G o d ' s  c o�ma nd n o t  t o  e a t  

a ny fru i t  f rom t h e  t r e e o f  t h e  knowl e d g e o f  g o od and 

e v i l ; G o d  curs e d  t h e  ground and t h e  c h i ld b e a r ing pro c -

e s s ; a n d  t h e n  G o d  c l o t h e d  t h e m  w i t h  s k in s  t o  pro t e c t  

them . W h e n  Ca i n  k i l l e d  h i s  brot h e r  Abe l , G o d  ba n i s he d  

h im t o  wand e r  t h e  e a r t h  w i thout a home , b u t  then gave 

h i m  a m a rk o n  the f o re h e a d  t o  pro t e c t  h im f rom murd e r .  

A f t e r  t h e  s on s  o f  G o d  ma rr i e d  t h e  d a ugh t e r s  o f  m e n , 

g re a t e v i l  f i ll e d  t h e  e a r t h  s o  t ha t God  d e c i d e d  t o  de -

s troy t h e  e ar t h  by wa t e r . Howeve r ,  h e  cho s e  Noah to  

pre s e rv e  the  ra c e  from t h e  d e s t ru c t i on of  t h e  f l oo d  and 

then ma d e  a c ov e n a n t  w i th Noa h  t ha t  h e  wou l d  n e ve r  aga i n  

d e s tr o y  t h e  e a rt h  b y  wa t e r . 

The pr i m e val h i s tory e n d s w i t h  t h e  s in o f  m ankind 

in t h e  bu i l d ing o f  t h e  t ow e r  o f  Ba be l . Be c a u s e  rrank ind 
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A t t e :r pt e d  t h r o u � h  i t s  un i t �  t o  b e c orc e  g r e A t e r  t h n n  G o o , 

G o d  d e s t r o y e d  i t s  l i n�u i s t i c  un i t y  b y  c on f u s i n g  t h e  

l 8 n�ua q e s a nd h e  d e s t r o y e d  i t s  t e r r i t o r i P l  u n i t y b y  

d i s pe r s i n g t h e  pe o pl e s  t h r ou � h o u t  t h e  w o r l d . Th e pr o h -

l e n:  i s  t hn t t h e  pr i rc e v n l h i s t o r y a p pa r e n t l y  e n d s w i t h -

o u t  G o � ' s  g r a c e  be i n g  o f f e r e d  t o  � n n k i n d . Th e q u e s t i o n 

A r i s e s : I s  G o d ' s  j u d gm e n t  o f  t h e  n n t i o n s  f i n n l ?  Hn s 

G o d  t t 1 1  b 1 h i  1 t .  h i  . t h  t h  t .  ? 2 o A y r o ,\: e n . s re n 1 o n s  _ p vn . . . e n n  1 o n s . 

Th e 8 n S H e r  i s  "n o "  be c n u s e  t h e  G e n e s i s au t h o r  pro -

v i d e s  A n  n n s H e r  t o  t h i s o u e s t i o n i n  t h e  c n l l  o f  G o d  o f  

b l e s s  n l l  t h e  f A � i l i e s  o f  t h e  e n r t h  ( G e . 1 2 : 1 - J ) .  C o n -

s e a u e n t l y , Y a h we h ' s  g rA c e  f o r  t h e  wh o l e  w o r l d  c n m e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  l i f e  o f  o n e  mA n , Abr c h n rr , A nd h i s  d e s c e n d -

a n t s , t h e  H e b r e w  n0 t i o n . 

How e v e r , t h e  s t o r y  o f  G o d ' s  g rn c e  d o e s  n o t  e n d  w i t h 

t h e  h e b r e w  n A t i o n b e c P u s e  t h e  H e b r e w s  n l s o  s i n n e d  B VA i n s t  

Y n hw e h . The i r  s in wn s i d o l A t ry a n d  fn i lu r e  t o  pr o c l P i rr  

Y n hwe h t o  t h e  n a t i on s . Ee c a u � e  t h e  He b r e w s  s i n n e d  s o  

g r i e v o u s l y p g n i n s t  Ynhwe h ,  Yahw e h  s e n t  o t h e r  n n t i o n s  

a g A i n s t  t h e m  t o  c a rry t h e m  i n t o  e x i l e - - f i r s t  t h e  As s yr -

i an s , t h e n  t h e  Ba b y l o n i n n s . 

Al t h o u g h  t h e  H e b r e w s  w e r e e x i l e d , Ya hw e h d i d no t 

f o r s n ke t h e m  ( 54 : 7 ) .  He b r o u g h t  t h e m  o u t  o f  e x i l e  and 

h a c k  to t h e i r  l n n d . H e  n l s o  prorr i s e d t h e m  a s e rv n n t 

w h o  w o u l d  b e n r  t h e i r  s i n s  a n d  pr o v i d e  j u s t i f i c A t i o n  

f o r  t h e re  ( S J : 5 ) . Th r o u g h  t h i s  s e rv n n t , s a l vA t i o n w o u l rl  
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e x t e nd , no t o n l y  t o  t h e  Hebrews , bu t a l s o  t o  t h e  who l e  

worl d . 

The c o n t inu ing s tory o f  the Bible  reve a l s  tha t tha t 

s e rvant wa s J e s u s  who s e  d ea th on t h e  cro s s  prov i d e d  s al ­

vat i on for a l l  m n n kind ; f or , Je s u s  s a i d , " An d  I ,  i f  I 

be  l i f t e d  u p  f ro m  t h e  e art h , w i l l  drew e ll men t o  �y ­

s e lf "  ( Jn .  1 2 : J2 ) .  Tho s e  who b e c am e  s e rva nt s o f  G o d  

t hrough s a lvat i on in Jesus  Chr i s t  b e came known a s  t he 

Chur c h . Through t h e  Church God has b e come known 

throughout t h e  worl d . 

John , in h i s  Re ve l a t i on o f  Je sus Chr i s t , a n d  I s a i a h , 

i n  h i s  v i s i on , r e ve ale d  t ha t God  i n t e nd e d  t o  c on c lude 

the s alva t i on h i s to ry w i t h  a "new heaven a n d  a n ew 

e A r t h "  ( Rv .  2 1 : 1 - 2 2 : 5 ;  I s . 6 5 : 1 7 - 2 5 ) .  On c e  aga i n  there 

would b e  n o  pa in o r  d e a t h . At t h i s  t im e  G o d  would dwe l l  

among m e n .  He would b e  t he s ource of  l ig h t  for all  men . 

The world woul d b e  m a d e  anew . 

The v i s i o n  o f  I s a iah d em on s trate s t h e  us e o f  the 

pr imeva l m o d e l  o f  h i s t o ry i n  two wa ys : 1 )  through i t s  

s t ru c ture a n d  2 )  through i t s  u s e  o f  cre a t i on t h e o l ogy . 

The thre e fo l d  pA t t e rn o f  pr iweva l h i s t ory- - s in , jud g ­

m e n t  and g r a c e - - i s  f ound in t h e  s tru c ture o f  Is a ia h ,  I n  

I s a ia h  t h e re a re t h r e e  ma j or s e c t i o n s , The f ir s t  ma j or 

s e c t i on i n c lud e s  c h a pt e r s  one t hrough twe lve and c ons i d ­

e rs t h e  s in o f  Judah a nd I s rae l . The s e c on d  ma j o r  s e c ­

t i on i s  c ha pt e rs t h ir t e e n  t hrough t h i r t y-nine . Th i s  

g r o u p  o f  ora cl e s  d e a l s w i t h  the jud gment o f  t h e  world . 



2 31 

The f i na l s e c t io n  b e g ins w i th cha pter f orty and c o n ­

clud e s  w i th chn pt e r  s ix t y - s ix . I t  d e a l s  prima r i l y  w i th 

the  re d em pt i on o f  I s ra e l  a nd the world . 

Al t hough e a c h  o f  the s e  s e c t i on s  de a l s  pr i mar i l y  

w i th s in o r  j udgment o r  gra ce ,  e a ch o f  the s e  s e c t i on s  

c on ta i n s  e l ements  o f  e a ch theme ; e . g . , i n  c ha pt e r s  1 -1 2  

pas sage s that d e a l  w i th judgment are J : 1 -2 6 ; 9 : 8-1 0 : 4 ,  

a n d  pa s sa g e s  tha t d e a l w i th red empt ion e re 2 : 2 - 4 ; 4 : 2 -6 ; 

9 : 1 - 7 a � d  1 1 : 1 -1 2 : 6 . 

S in c e  the  s truc ture o f  the v i s i o n  o f  I s a iah revea l s  

the  pa t t e rn o f  pr imeva l  h i s tory , t h e  c on c lu s i o n  c ould 

b e  d rawn tha t I s a iah i n te n d e d  to d e m on s tra te Ya hwe h ' s  

c r e a t ive n a ture t hrough the mot i f s  us e d  w i th in i t . 

S in ce the s t ru c ture o f  h i s  b o o k  i s  a creat i on pa t t e rn , 

i t  i s  n o t  unu s ua l t ha t  s o  many creat i on mot i f s  a re f ound 

wi t h i n  the v i s i o n  o f  I s a ia h .  Th i s  pat t e rn a l s o  e x pl a i n s  

why I s a i ah reve a l e d  YA hwe h as  s t i l l  c re a t i ng " new " eve n t s  

e v e n  now . I f  the  intent i on o f  Ya hweh i s  t o  d raw the 

world back into e r e l a t i on s h i p  w i th h im , then I s a iah ' s  

v i s i on s  reve a l  Yahwe h ' s  answe r s  t o  I s a i a h ' s  q ue s t i ons 

about the f a i lure of I srae l ,  the pro� i s e d  ex i le and the 

grace of Ya hwe h . 

For I s a i a h  crea t i on d id n o t  s t o p  w i t h  t h e  f ir s t  

creat i o n . A l t hough t h e  f ir s t creat i o n  wa s n o t  t h e  f o ­

c u s  o f  h i s  m e s s a g e , i t  wa s v e ry important be caus e i t  

prov i d e d  a f a c tua l s u pport f o r  t h e  be l i e f  t ha t Ya hweh 

was c re a t ing now . Th i s  u t i l i z at i bn o f  the f i r s t  crea-
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t i on would sub s t an t i a te the v i e w  o f  t he G e ne s i s  a c c ount 

of c re a t i o n  as m y t h  t h a t  wa s cons i d e r e d  to b e  t rue . I t  

was t h i s  a c c e pta n c e  o f  the  pr imeval pa t te rn o f  h i s t or y  

t h a t a ll owed  I s a i a h  t o  u s e  � l.!l. in t h e  innova t ive w a y  

tha t he  d id b y  a pply ing i t  t o  Ya hwe h ' s  pre s e nt and fu-

ture a c t i v i t y  in the world . 

Likewi s e , t h e  s e c on d  crea t i on ,  the Hebrew na t i on , 

a t  the  t ime o f  the e x odus wa s i n t e nd e d  t o  lend support 

to the fa i th of the pe o pl e  tha t a l thoug h  the y would be 

e x i l e d  Yahwe h would re turn them t o  the i r  l a nd . I sa ia h  

u s e d  such conce pt s  a s  " cr e A t e , "  ( � lJ. ) ,  " m a ke , 1 1 .,. .... \ 

\ (i1WY ) ,  T T 
" fo rm , 11 Cl¥": ) ,  11 c a l l , 11 (�� � ) , "name , "  ( [1\.J ) , and 

" ch o s e n , "  (l, n :::U to s how Ya hwe h ' s  cre a t i ve re l a t i on -, . 
s h i p  w i t h  the na t i o n  I s rae l .  Yahweh a l s o  f orme d  I s ra e l  

� " from the womb " ( 44 : 2 )  • ../ Ano t h e r  t e rm wh i ch c o n c e rned 

I s ra e l ' s  rele t i ons h i p  w i th Yahwe h wa s " s e rva.n t , "  CTJ.':J ) . 
Ya hwe h cons i d e re d  I s rae l h i s s e rvant and m e s s e ng e r  to 

the nat i on s . Howeve r ,  t h e y f a i le d  to  ful f i l l  the i r  re -

s pons ib i l i t y . Cons e q u e n tl y , Yahweh l o ok e d  u pon I s ra e l  

a s  a " de a f "  and  " b l ind " s e rvant ( Li 2  : 1 8 -1 9 ) .  

Be caus e I s ra e l  f a i l e d  a s  Y a hwe h ' s  s e rvant , Yahweh 

prom i s e d  to  cre a t e  a n o t h e r  s e rvan t . Eve ry t e rm wh ich 

Y a hwe h a ppl i e d  t o  I s ra e l  as  h i s  s e rva nt , he appl i e d  to 

the s e rvant who would f ul f i l l  h i s  purpo s e  rega rd ing h i s  

r e lat i on s h i p  w i t h  t h e  na t i on s . The s e rvant wa s forme d 

" f rom the womb " ( 4 9 : 1 , 5 ) , " ca.l le d "  ( 49 : 1 ) ,  " name d "  ( 49 : 2 )  

a nd " ch o s e n " ( 4 2 : 1 ) .  
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Th e New Te s tA rr e n t  P U t h o rs i d e n t i f i e d  J e s us a s  t h e  

s e rvA n t . h� t t h e w  A nd Lu ice r A ke t h i s  i d e n t i f i c.n t i on 

c l e a r b y  a ppl y ing two of  the  s e rvn nt � on � s  to  J e s u s . 4 

The c o n fu s i on o f  t he i d e n t i t y  o f  t he s e rvant in I s a i a h  

he c o rr e s c l e 0 r  i n  the N e w  re s tame n t . Gol d ing P y  e x plA ins  

w h y  t he ro l e  of  t h e  s e rvA n t WA S c o n fu s e d  i n  I s a i p h : 

The r o l e  a t tr i bu t e d  t o  the s e rva n t  i n  
x l i i l -4 is  one  w h i c h  I s ra e l  h e r s e l f  
i s  i n  n o  po s i t i on t o  ful f i l l .  The 
s e rva n t  is to e s ta � l i s h  rr i � D� t ;  b u t  

I s ra e l  h a s F i � D� t prob l e � s  o f · he r  o�n 
( x l  2 7 ) .  1h e s e rv c n t w i l l  n o t  b r e a k  

A bru i s e d  re e d  or s nu f f  a f a d i ng w i ck , 
r1 o r  w i l l  h e  h i r s e l f  f P cl e  or cru i s e ; but 
I s ra e l is bru i s e d  A nd f n d i n g . It i s , I 
t h ink , be c a u s e I s ra e l  c a �n o t  ful f i l l 
t h e  s e rvA n t  r o l e  w h i c h  i s  h e r  re s pon s i ­
b i l i t y  , t h a t the i d e n t i ty o f  t h e  s e r ­
van t  wh i c h  wa s e x pl i c i t  ;n c h a pt e r  x l 1 
i s  o pe n  i rl  c h a pt e r  x l i i . 

ha t t h e w  c onne c t s  J e su s  v i t h  b o t h  t h e  s i gn o f  

I�na nu e l  a nd the  s on who i s  R ive n b y  A ppro pr i n t ing 

S cr i pture fron e A r h  pA s s a � e  to i d e n t i fy J e s us . 

A c c o rd i n g  t o  �A t t hew t h e  I � � a nue l pro ph e c y  w a s ful f i l l e d  

b y  t h e  UrJu s u a l  n c ture o f  Je sus ' b i rth n n d  t � e  unu sual 

IT A n n e r  i n  wh i c h J e s u s  wa s " in c o r pora t e d  i n t o  t h e  r o yA l ­

re e s s i R n i c  l in e  o f  d e s c e n t  t hrou�Zh t h e  obe n i P n c e  o f  J o s e ph , " C 

'l'h i s  i s  s hown by t h e  " A l l  th i s "  i n  l1'J P t t he w  1 : 2 2  vrh e re 

f<A t t h e vr i n d i c A t e d  t h.<> t  1 1 A l l  t h i s  t o o1\ pln c e  t hr· t  whA t vT8 S  

s po k e n  b y  t h e  Lo rd t hrou�h t h e  pro phe t rr i P: h t  h e  fu l f i l l ed . " ? 

ha t thew , c o n s e o ue n t l y , e mo t e d  Is R i a h 7 : 1 4  " to s ub s tan t i 8. t e  

n o t  o n l y  J e s u s ' c on c e pt i on by t h e  ho l y  S p i r i t  w i th in h i s  

v i rg in v o t he r , bu t a l s o  h i s  A 0 o p t i o n  i n t o  t he D� v i d i c  
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f a m i l y  t hrough an obe d i ent f a t h e r . " 8 

The nAm e s  tha t hl tthew A t tr ibute d  t o  Je s u s  s ls o  

c onne c t  Je sus w i t h  t h e  F e s s i an i c  s e rv0 n t . Ta tum 

c on c lud e s : 

w i t h in the b i rth s to ry , howeve r ,  t h e  
t i t l e  " EFma nue l " ( l  : 2 Ja )  i s  o f  f o re m o s t  
im porta n c e  be c a u s e  o f  i t s  r e fe r e n c e  
back t o  J e s us ' o r i g i n  b y  t h e  c r e a t ive 
pow e r  of the Ho ly S p i r i t  w i t h in h i s  
v i rg in m o th e r . Tog e t h e r  the gene alo g ­
i c a l  n8 me s " Son o f  Da v i d " ( 1 : 2 0 , ·r: y  
in f e r e n c e  a ppl i e d  t o  Je s us ) and 
" ErrrnFJ nue l "  ( J. : 2 Ja )  e pi t orr i z e  the f i r s t 
Evange l i s t ' s  c on c e rn f o r  J e sus ' g e n e a ­
l o g i ca l  o r i g i n . He pre s e nt s Je sus  a s  
" Emmanue l "  ( 1 : 2 Ja )  b y  conc e pt i on epd 
" Son o f  D8 v i d " ( 1  : 2 0 ) by a d o pt i o n . ';;I 

Whe n  J e sus move d t o  Cape rnaum �a tthew u s e d  t h e  

f ir s t  two ve rs e s  o f  the " s on i s  g iven" pro phe c y  i n  

I s a i a h  c h a pt e r  9 t o  j us t i fy th i s  �ove . I t  a l s o  i d en t i -

f i e d  J e sus a s  the l i ght w h o would d i s pe l  t h e  d arkn e s s  o f  

I s ra e l . 

A t  J e sus • ba pt i s m  t h e  v o i c e  fran h e a ve n  i d e n t i f ie d  

Je sus  a s t h e  s e rvant o f  l0 hwe h s poken o f  b y  I s a i ah by 

u s i ng the word s of I s a ia h 4 2 : 1 : " Th i s  i s  My b e l oved • 

i n  whom I a m  vve l l - pl e a s e d "  ( ht . J : l ? ) . 

Th i s  pa rt i culn r v i e w  o f  t h e  s e rva n t  o f  Y a hwe h  de s -

c r i be d  t h e  m i n i s try o f  t h e  S e rva n t  8 S  a pre a c h e r  o r  a 

t e a c he r .  J e su s ' m i n i s try wa s one of  pre a c h i ng , a s  h i s  

• • 

s e rmon on t h e  m oun t i l lu s t rat e d , a nd t e a c h i ng , a s  exem pl i -

f ie d  b y  h i s  pa ra b l e s .  He c h o s e  twe lve men t o  t e a c h  a nd 

t o  tra in in a s pe c i a l  c l o s e  r e la t i on s h i p a pa rt f rom h i s  
1 0  t e a c h ing o f  t h e  ma s s e s . 
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No t only WA S t h e  s e rvA n t  t o  tea ch , but he  wa s a l s o  

t o  b e  a d i s c i pl e  o f  Yn hwe h who would beg in e a c h  d a y . 

w i th Ya hwe h  ( 50 : 4 ) .  Je sus be gan e a c h d a y  w i th God ( Mk .  

1 : J5 ) .  The w orks that Je sus d i d were l i ke wha t G o d  d id 

( Jn. 5 : 1 9 ) .  fhe word s tha t he taught we re the word s o f  

G o d  ( Jn . ? : 1 6 ) . In  o t h e r  word s , Je sus l e a rn e d  f rom God 

and a c t e d  and t augh t a ccord ing t o  wha t he l e a rne d . 

Pa r t  o f  t h e  m i n i s try o f  the s e rva nt was t o  " le a rn 

the s i n o f  many " ( 5 ) : 1 2 ) a n d  " jus t i fy the rr.a n y "  ( 5 ) : 1 1 ) .  

The conce pt o f  " ma n y "  i s , 8 C c ord i ng t o  B l o c he r , the " lA s t  

S e rva nt Song i n  a nut s h e l l . " 1 1  Je sus a ppl i e d  th i s  con-

c e p t  o f  t he " ma n y "  to h i s  re d e rr; pt ive rr in i s t ry whe n  he wa s 

t a l ki ng t o  h i s  d i s c i pl e s  a bout the m e a n ing o f  s e rvantho o d : 

" Ju s t  a s  the Son o f  Ken d id n o t  come t o  b e  s e rve d but to 

s e rve , R nd t o  g iv e  H i s  l i f e  a ra n s om for ma ny " ( Mt, 2 0 : 2 8 ) .  

La t e r , dur ing t h e  l a s t  s upper w i th h i s  d i s c i pl e s , Je sus 

s a i d  a b out the cu p :  " Th i s  is  My blood o f  t he c ov e na nt , 

wh i ch i s  poure d out f o r  m =m y "  ( I•;k. 1 4 : 2 4 ) .  

Con c e rn ing t h e  i d en t i f i c a t i on o f  I s rae l , the s e rvant 

o f  Y a hwe h , B l o c h e r  rema rks : 

U l t ima t e l y  only one pe r s on rerra i n s  
a f t e r  the s i f t ing pro ce s s , only one 
i s  t ru l y  I s ra e l , i n  whom God  i s  
g l o r i f i ed , e nd he s a i d  s o .  He s a i d  
o u i t e  c le ar l y , " I  a m  t h e  t rue I s ra e l . "  
He u s e d  t h e  O l d  Te s tarre n t ' s  m o s t 
comm o n  s ymbo l  for I s ra e l ; the v in e : 
" I  am t he t ru e  vine " ( Jn . 1 5 : 1 f f . ; c f . 
Ps . 8 0 : 8-1 6 ;  I s . 5 : 1 - 7 ;  Je . 2 : 2 1 ;  6 : 9 ;  
Ho . 1 0 : 1 ; s e e  a l s o  � t . 21 : J J- 4 3  and  
pa ral l e l s  .} 1 2 

A s  the s e rv a n t  o f  Y a hwe h , J e s U A  pP v e d the way f or 
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t h e  red e� p t i on o f  ind ividuA l pe ople . Th i s  i s  t h e  

f ourth creat i on pre s ente d by I s a i A h . The inv i tP t io n  

f o r  s pi r i tua l S P t i s fP c t i on i s  ex tend e rl  t o  e ve ry o ne in 

I s r� i ah c h a pte r  5 5 .  Y p hwe h vT i l l  e s t B.b l i s h  a covena nt 

w i th whoeve r c o� e s  t o  h i m  f o r  such s a t i s fa c t i o n . The 

n a ture o f  t h i s  new l i fe i s  j o y  a nd pea c e . MB c Ra e  

c on c lude s tha t in c hp, pt e r  5 5  " there i s  a v e r y  s pe c if i c  

pe r s o nA l  a ppl i cB t i o n  t o  A l l  who put the i r  fa i t h  i n  the 

Lord ' s  S e rvan t . " 1 .3 In 6 6 : 1 -2 ,  the pe rs on who re s ponds 

in hum i l i t y ,  re pe n t B n c e  And f a i t h  w i l l  be the re s t ing 

pla c e  f o r  Yahvre h .  

In t he New Te s ta m e n t  the covenant G o d  e s t ab l i s hes  

w i th t he bel i e ve r is  t hrough the b l o od of  Ch r i s t  

( Mk. 1 4 : 2 4 ) .  Salva t i o n  i s  by f a i th ( E� 2 : 8- 9 ) .  The 

re s u l t  i s  thA t t h e  ind i v i dua l b e l ieve r  b e c ome s a crea­

t i on i n  Chri s t  ( Ep. 2 : 1 0 ) .  PAul cal l s  h i m  " a new crea­

t i on "  ( 2 Co. 5 : 1 7 )  • 

In the s am e  ma nne r tha t YP hwe h c a l l e d  Abrah a m  t o  

b l e s s  t h e  w o r l d  t hrough h i s  d e s cend a n t s  ( 51 : 1 - 2 ) ,  s o  

t hrough the d e s c e nd ants  o f  h i s  s e rva nt YA hwe h w i l l  work 

to br ing the world to h im ( 6 6 : 1 4 - 2 1 ) .  A gre a t nP t ion o f  

s e rvant s  w i l l  re s u l t  f rorr; the rr: in i s try o f  t h e  suffering 

s erva nt ( 54 : 1 - J ) . �1a c Ra e  b e l i e v e s  t ha t  cha pte r 54 

" de s cr ib e s  the far-re a c h i ng e f f e c t s  o f  the S e rvAn t ' s  

work in g en e ra l t e rm s . " 1 4  He cont inue s t o  s a y  t ha t  

m o s t  o f  t he me t e r i a l  i n  chapters 54-56 " de s c r ibe s the 

future b l e s s ing of e l l  t he f o l lowers of the Lord ' s  Serv a nt 



2 37 

Th i s  pre cl iction o f  8 g re R t numb e r  o f  b e l i eveTs throug h -

out the w o r l d  i s  c o n s i d e re d  by I s a i R h  t o  b e  ful f i l l e d  

i n  R g roup ·wh i ch h e  c a l l e d  " m y  s e rvr-:; nt s " snd " th e  

plB.nt ing o f  Yehvre h .  u U S  I s a i A h  s a id i n  5 6 : 8  t hA t a long 

w i th g A t h e r ing the d i s pe rs e d  o f  I s rA e l , " Ye t  o t h e r s  

w i l l  I g a the r to thern , t o  th o s e  a lr e a d y  ge there d . "  

Amo ng the s e rve nts  o f  Y � hwe h - -A l l  nP t i o n s  and t o ngue s - -

Yn hwe h w i l l  s e t  a s i gn . The y  w i ll then d e c l e re Yahwe h ' s  

g l o ry t o  e l l  the nA t i on s  a n d  w i l l  b r i ne.: " br e th r e n  f r om 

e l l  the  na t i on s  a s  A gra i n  o f f e r in� t o  Y 0 hw eh "  ( 66 : 2 0 ) .  

Con c e rn ing the ful f i l lment o f  the s e  pro ph e c i e s , 

Ma c R a e  s a y s :. 

The pre d i ct i on o f  the  gTe a t  s pre a d  o f  
the  kn owl e dg e  o f  Go d  a � ong the  Gent i l e s , 
s o  t hA t t h o s e  who w e re f orme rl y  bA rren 
woul d  have even more s pi r i tu a l  s ons 
than the ma rr i e d  womA n ,  WA S exA c t l y  
ful f i ll e d  i n  t h e  e q rly d A y s  o f  the  
s pre A d  o f  ChTi s t i a n i t y . Th i s  WA S a 
d e ve l o pment o u i  t e  une:Y pe c t e d  b y  the  
a po s t l e s  when t h e i r  w in i s tr y  b e gA n ,  
even t hough Chr i s t  h A d t o l d  t h e r.  that  
they  s h ould b e  w i tn e s s e s  to  H i rn , not  
o n l y  " in J erus a l e m  r: nd i n  A ll Jud e a , "  
but even " in Samr: r i a  ? nd unto the u t t e r ­
m o s t  part o f  t h e  e A rt h "  ( A c t s  1 : 8 ) . 1 7 

Th i s  vas t numbe r  o f  pe o pl e  who b e l i eve d i n  the  Chr i s t  

was c a l l e d  t h e  Church . 'Ih e  i n d i v i dua l m e mb e rs o f  the 

C hu r c h  went t hroughout t he world pre a c h ing tha t God 

t h rough J e s u s  WA S r e d e e n ing t he world . The re f ore , 

I s a i A h  S A W  t he f if t h  c re a t io n , t h e  c re A t i on o f  the 

nA t i o n  of Y A hwe h ' s  s e rva nt s , t h e  Churc h . 
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The f in e l c re a t i on wh i c h I � e i n h  d e s c r ib e d  i n  h i s  

v i s i o n  W A S  t h e  c re n t i o n o f  A n e w  h e n vens  a nd A n e w  e a rth . 

Th i s  n e w  H o r l d  wh i c h vi R s c e s c r i b e d  A. S b e  i n rr  " c r e a t e d " i n  

6 5 : 1 - 6 6 : 2 4 w a s a l s o  d e s c r ib e d  i n  s e v e ra l pp s s e � e s  throug h ­

o u t  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  I � a i e h  w h i c h  r e v e e l e d  A rene w i n rr  o f  t h e  

w o r l d  o r  J e ru s al e m , 1 8 

Th i s  v i ew o f  t h e  s ix t h  c re a t i o n  wa s pi cke d u p  b y  t h e  

w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  ae w Te s ta � e n t , Fe t e r , i n  h i s s e c ond l e t t e r ,  

w r o t e  o f  t h e  d e s t ru c t i o n o f  t h e  pre s e n t  un i ve r s e  by f i re 

( I I  Fe J : 1 0 -1 J ) .  John i n  h i s  R e v e l P t i on of J e s u s  Ch r i s t  

S AW a " n e v.r h e A ve n  P. 1'1 d A n e vJ e n r t h "  and a " ne w  J e rus e l e rr . "  

( He 2 1 : 1 - 2 2 : 5 ) .  I t  i s  c l e e r  t h A t John b e l i e v e d  t ha t he 

s a w  t h e  f ul f i l lm e n t  o f  I s a i a h ' s  v i s i on b e c a u s e  of t h e  

c l o s e  pA rA l l e l s  b e tw e e n  t h e  Re v e l n t i on o f  Je s u s  C h r i s t  

a nd t h e  v i s i o n  o f  I s n i n h . 1 9  

The d e p i c t i on s  o f  t he s e  s ix c re a t i on s  wh i c h I s a i a h 

pre s e n t e d  t h r o ug h o u t  h i s  v i s i o n  a l o n� s i d e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  

pr i m e v A l  pn t t e rn o f  h i s t o ry f o r  t h e  s t ru c ture o f  h i s  

pro ph e c y, n s  w e l l  A S  t h e  e x t e ns i v e  u � e  o f  c r e a t i on therr e s  

i n  h i s  pro ph e c � r e v e a l  t h a t I s a i 8 h  hn d f o rF ula t e d  A c o m ­

ple t e  t h e o l of y  c e n t e r e d  a roun d t h e  c o n c e pt o f  Yn hweh ' s  

c re a t iv e  c n pP c i t y ,  Th e c re n t i o n  wa s n o t  j u s t  a one - t i � e  

e v e n t, fo� Ya hwe h  WA S a c t i v e  e v e n  n ow w o r k i n g  t o  r e d e e m 

h i s  pe o pl e  a nd t h e  w o r l d . 

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h A t I s A i a h ha s prov i d e d  t h e  m od ern 

b e l i e ve r a � re n t s e rv i c e  w i th h i s  f o rrula t i o n  o f e 

c re a t i on t h e o l o g y . The o r i � i n a l  c r e � t i on o f  t h e  un i v e r s e  



a n d  the redempt i ve a c t  o f  t h e  exod us s e rve t o  l e nd 

s u pport to the b e l i e ve r ' s  fa i th tha t God i s  working 

now . �he pro c la ma t i on o n� id ent i f i ca t i on o f  God a s  

Ye hwe h s e rve d t o  s h o w  tha t G o d  d e s ire d a c l o s e  r e l a ­

t i ons h i p  w i t h  mankind . Con s e� uen t l y , t he f a i th of  

the Chr i s t ian is  but tre s s e d  by the real i t ie s  of  the 

crea t i ons of  Ya hwe h b e c a u s e  h e  c a n  tru s t  in the pre ­

s en t  crea t ive a c t iv i t y  o f  G o d . 

Cre a t i on - S c i en c e  

The trea tmen t  o f  crea t i on i n  the v i s i on o f  
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I s a i a h  reve a l s  s evera l pr i n c i ple s w h i c h  can b e  u s e ful 

i n  t h e  m o d e rn d e ba t e  be twe en c re a t i on and evo lut ion . 

The m o s t  i m portant pr in c i pl e  I s a i a h  pre s e nted  concern­

ing t h e  cre a t i on of  t h e  e a r t h  W 8 S the pr inc i pl e  of  

c re at i on by word . By the d e c l a ra t i on o f  nevr t h ings 

Ya hwe h cre a t e d  a nd s t i l l  c re a t e s . When Y a hwe h s pe a ks , 

tha t w h i c h  h e  s pe aks o c curs . 

Al t hough G o d  b y  t h e  word o f  c omrr, e nd c ould  intervene 

in a ra n d om pro c e s s , wh i ch i s  the me t h o d  invo lve d in 

evolu t i on a n d  wh i c h  e t h e i s t i c  evolu t i on i s t  would claim , 

Is a i a h  i nd i cP te d  s evera l t im e s  t ha t  Ya hwe h crea t e d  w i t h  

a plan i n  m ind . �h i s  conc e pt o f  plan would h a v e  no 

pla ce for a rand om pro c e s s  e l t h ou�h it c ould in c lud e a 

pro c e s s . Th e planned pro c e s s  b e fun by t he c re a t ive 

c o mme nd i s  the � e t h o d o lo g y  wh i c h  Y a hw e h  u s e s  wheneve r  h e  

c r e a te s . On the o t h e r h a n d , t h e  re nd o �  pro c e s s  be gun b y  
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c h n nce  i s  a rr, e tb. o d  o f  cre a t i o n  tha t i s  pre f e rr e d  b y  

e v o lut i on i s t s  b e c a u s e  w i t h chn n ce a s  t he � o t iva t o r  o f  

t h P  cre 0 t ive pro c e s s  � a n  be c orr e s the  s u preme crea ture . 

Th e re i s  n o  n e e d  f o r  a creA t o r . ..L h i s  c o n f l i c t  be tw e e n  

man ' s  thoug h t s  and  G o d ' s  t h o u g h t s  i s  d e c l a re d  by Y a hweh 

h ims e l f . " Fo r  My th oug h t s  are n o t  your t h ough t s . 

Ne i th e r  R re y our wa y s  Ey viA ys " ( 5 5 : 8 ) .  

Th i s  d e s ire  f o r  suprema cy i s  reve ale d i n  th e m o t i f  

o f  pr i d e  i n  wh i ch m n n k ind g l o r i e s  i n  i t s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  

a nd b e a uty . Be caus e G o d  d e s i r e s  a r e l n t i on s h i p  w i th 

m a n k i n d , h e  rrus t  humbl e  m a n k i n� . When i t s  c r e a tur e h o o d  

i s  re c ogn i 7 e d , t h e n  a r e l n t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  Y a hweh a nd 

ma nkind c a n  b e  e s ta b l i sh e d . The r e c og n i t i on o f  who  

YA hweh is  is  t h e  s o l e  purpo s e  o f  both t h e  g o o ci a nd the  

evil  w h i ch Y P hwe h c r e g t e s . fhe e v i l  i s  c reate d t o  

humb l e  man i n  h i s  pun i s hm e n t , 2 0  wh i le r e d empt ive a c t s  

( g o od ) a r e  pre d i c t e d  a nd c re a t e d  n ow t o  b r ing a b o u t  a 

kn owl e dge o f  Ya hwe h .  

The re i s  a d i f f e re n c e  b e twe e n  the  e v i l  wh i ch Ya hwe h 

cren t e s  a nd the e v i l  vJh i ch r1 A n  c r e r  te s .  i he e v i l  wh i c h  

Ya hwe h c rea t e s  i nv o lv e s  t h e  d e s truct ive f o rc e s  o f  na ture 

an d human r e l a t i on s h i ps . I t  i s  intend e d  t o  br ing a 

re pe n t ant re s po ns e  from rra n .  Fo r e xa m pl e , t h e  a rm ie s  o f  

A s s yr i a ns a.nd B.<:J b yl o n i a n f'  w e r e  u s e d  by  Y a hw e h  t o  e x i l e  

h i s  pe o p l e . I t  wa s a pla n  t o  br ing h i s  pe o pl e  t o  wors h i p  

h irr on l y . On t h e  o t h e r  ha nd , t h e  e v i l  o f  man i s  n ot 

i n t e n d e d  t o  e s t a bl i s h  r e l n t i on s h i p  but t o  b re a k  i t . I t  
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i s  a n  e v i l  tha t i s  d i re c te d  a ge ins t Y e hweh h im s e lf . In 

men ' s  rebe l l i on aga ins t Y a hweh a nd h i s  a t t e m pt t o  make 

h im s e lf s u pre m e , the human re la t i ons h i ps are s ha t te r e d  

a s  He l l . ihe d i ff e re n c e  b e tween the two evi l s  i s  t ha t  

Y a hwe h cre a t e s  e v i l  out o f  l ove a nd a d e s ire  f o r  re l a ­

t i on s h i p  w i th m ank i nd , wh i le manki nd cre a t e s  e v i l  o u t  

o f  r e be l l i on and a d e s i r e  n o t  f or re l a t i on s h i p  but f o r  

s uprema c y . 

Th i s  d e s ire f o r  s uprema c y  i s  i nhe rent in t h e  pro­

c e s s  hypo the s i z e d  t o  b e  evolu t i onary b e c a u s e  the prima ry 

thru s t of e vo lu t ion is the  surviva l o f  the f i t t e s t . Th i s  

theme c ou l d  invo lve the theme o f  re l a t i o ns h i p  i n  t h a t  

ind i v i d ual ani�P l s  band toge t he r  i n  ord e r  to survive . 

However ,  pr ima r i l y  i t  i s  a t h e m e  that  h ig h l i g h t s  the 

s trugg l e  b e tw e e n  one cre e ture and ano the r f o r  e x i s tence 

u l t imat e l y  culm ina t in g  in the  e l im ina t i on of one of the 

i n d i v i d ua l  c r e a ture s . It is  c l e a r  f rom the v i s i o n  of 

I s a iah t h a t Ya hweh d o e s no t d e s i re m a nk ind to b e  s trug ­

g l ing f o r  s urv iva l w i th o the r c r e a ture b e c au s e  h i s  cre a ­

t i on o f  t he n e w  heave ns a n d  t h e  n e w  e a r t h  prov i d e  a n  

e n v ironm e nt whe r e  t h e  l i fe  o f  man and  o t h e r  c r e a ture s 

are ful f i ll e d . �he y  e n j o y the i r  l ive s ra t h e r  t han always 

c o n tend ing w i th o t he rs or w i th nature to ma inta i n  it . 

I s a i e h  pro phe s i e d  that t h i s s tru�gl e  f o r  s urvival b e twe en 

mankind a nd an imal would n o  l onge r e x i s t  b e c au s e  Yahweh 

s a i d , " The y s ha l l d o  no evi l o r  hR rrn in a.l l  I�y hol y  m oun­

t a i n "  ( 6 5 : 2 5 ) .  The r e f o re , Ya hwe h ' s  s ym p.p t h i e s  are not 
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in l in e  w i th t h e  ma j or t e n e t  o f  evolu t i on , s urv ival o f  

the f i tt e s t .  

The s tru� g l e  i n  w h i ch man A nd an ima l s  8 re i nvolve d 

was s e en b y  I s a i a h  t o  b e  a r e s u l t  o f  the cur s e  plac e d  

upon the world b y  Ya hwe h b e c a u s e  of  ID8nkin d ' s  s in .  A s  

I s a i a h  s a i d : 

The e arth i s  a l s o  polluted b y  i t s  
i nhab i tant s ,  f or t h e y  tra nsgre s s e d  
l a ws , v i o lA t e d  s ta tute s ,  broke the 
e v e rl a s t inF c ovenA n t . Th e re f ore , 
a curs e d evours the e a rth , and 
thos e who l ive in i t  a re he ld gu i l t y  
( 2 4· : 5- 6 ) .  

Th i s  curs e i s  n o t  pe rmanent . Howeve r , i t  d oe s  pe rva de 

a l l  o f  l i fe . Aga i n  Y a hw e h ' s  d e s i re is to reve r s e  the 

cur s e  wh i ch h e  plp. c e d  u po n  the vwrld as s hown in chapt e r s  

2 4 - 2 6 . A s  chapt e r  24 reve a l s , a l though there i s  a curs e 

upon the w o rld , Ya hwe h i s  s t i l l  i n  contro l , for I s a ia h  

s a id , " Fo r  Y a hw e h  o f  h o s t s  w i l l  re i g n  o n  l<; ount Z io n  and 

in Jerus alem , a nd H i s  g l o ry w il l  be be fore H i s e lders " 

( 24 : 2 J ) .  

N o t  o n l y  w i l l  m a n  n o t  b e  i nvo lved in a s truggle f o r  

e x i s t e n c e  when t h e  n e w  world i s  create d , but h e  w i ll b e  

at r e s t  b e c au s e  Ya hwe h  w i l l  make h i s  re s t ing pla c e  w i t h  

the  man who i s  humb l e , r e pe ntant a nd obe d ie n t  t o  Ya hw e h . 

On ce a ga in , m e n  w i l l  ful f i l l  the t a s k  that Y a hw e h  has f or 

h im a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  re l a t i on s h i p  that Y a hwe h de s ires  w i th 

h i m . Con s e q u e nt l y , I s a i a h  h a s  pre s e nted a s ke t ch of a 

world , w h i ch i s  Y a hw e h ' s  u l t ima te goal , in whi ch Yahw e h  

i s  r ov ing t oward a re e s tab l i s hrrent o f  the world a s  i t  was 
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b e f ore man ' s  s i n a nd b e fore the curs e . 

The te s t imony o f  evolut i on woul d  c o n t ra d i c t s u c h  a 

c l a i m . In evol u t i on t h e re i s  n o  such th ing a s  i n t e r ­

ven t i on i n  the proce s s . 1he the i s t i c  evo lu t ion i s t would 

c lP im t ha t c re a t i on o c curre d b y  evolut ion w i th God  i n ter­

ven in� a t  s pe c i 8 1  po in t s . The e vo lut i on i s t  wou l d  c la im 

that t h e  pro c e s s  o f  l i f e  ha s a lways b e en the s am e . The re 

i s  n o t h ing t o  rev e rs e . The the i s t  woul d  argue tha t 

o n l y  man ' s  s in n e e d s  t o  be revers e d . The pro phe c y  o f  

I s a i ah ,  howeve r ,  says  tha t t he cur s e  d e vours the earth 

thus  a l te r ing i t s  o r i g inal n a ture , its  j oy , i t s  re la­

t i o ns h i ps . No t o n l y  w i l l  man ' s  d i s ob e d i e nce  b e  reve r s e d  

through t h e  obe d i e n t  s uf f e r ing of  the s e rvant o f  Yahwe h ,  

but the curs e upon t h e  e a rt �  w i l l  he reve r s e d  be cau s e  

Yahwe h w i l l  swa l l ow u p  d e e th f o r  a l l  t iree a n d  w i l l  

w i pe a wa y a l l  t e a rs f r orr every f a c e . 

In the the i s t i c  s c heme o f  evolut i o n , Yahw e h  would 

n o t  o n l y  be c o n t e n d ing a ga i n s t the e v i l  na ture o f  man 

but a l s o  w i th the ev i l  na ture of evolut i o n . I s a iah d i d  

n o t  d e p i c t  Yahwe h f ight i ng t he ev i l  o f  nature but , 

ra t he r , the ev i l  o f  �an . 2 1  Tho s e  con f l i c t s  o f  c re a t i on 

that we re u s e d by I s a i a h  we re i l lus t ra t ive , n o t  o f  an 

e te rnal confl i c t  wh i ch Yahwe h won and ,  c on s e q ue n t l y , 

be c am e  the s u preme G o d , but o f  Yahwe h ' s  s uprem e  power 

ove r the e v i l  na ture o f  �an wh i c h  e ff e c t s  t he r e d emp­

t i o n  o f  h i s  pe o pl e . 

In t he e v o lu t i on a r y  s c he�e o f  cre a t i on the pro ce s s  
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o f  rand om evolut ion a nd ma t te r  a r e  b o th e t e rnal . Yah­

we h ,  through I s a i a h , s trong l y  ob j e c ts t o  any ob j e c t  

that a ttempts  t o  usurp h i s  r, lory . He s ay s , " I  w i ll 

n o t  g ive My g l o ry t o  ano the r "  ( 42 : 8 ;  4 8 : 1 1 ) .  Yahweh 

a l one is the everla s t in �  God ( 41 : 2 8 ) ,  

F i na l l y ,  wh e th e r  I s a iah thought o f  the pr imeval 

s to r i e s  a s  myth , h i s  u s e  o f  the m o t if s  from the s e  s t o ­

r i e s  re f l e c t s  the trans - h i s t o r i c a l  and the pe d agog i ca l  

fun c t ions  o f  myth . The tra n s - h i s t o r i ca l  fun c t i o n  o f  

myth i s  d e mon s t ra te d  in two mann e r s : 1 )  t h e  b e l i e f  in 

the ve r i t y  of the Ge n e s i s  a c c ount s  and 2 )  t he re a ppl i ­

c a t i o n  o f  the pr in c i pl e s  o f  crea t i on t o  the pe o ple o f  

h i s  own d a y .  The m a nn e r  i n  wh i ch I s a i ah s poke o f  the 

o r i g i na l  c re a t i o n  reve a l s  t h a t he b e l i e v e d  tha t Yahweh 

a c tue l l y  d i d  crea t e  the worl d . He b e l i e v e d  tha t the 

Gene s i s  a c c oun t wa s t rue . Be c a u s e  Yahwe h a c tually d i d  

c r e a t e  t h e  wor l d  b y  t h e  word o f  c om�and , h e  c ould com­

:rrand n e vi t h i ngs to happe n  llQ.!:! for h i s  own pe o pl e . Isa i ah 

thus made the d o c tr i ne o f  crea t i on pra c t i ca l  f o r  h is 

own day . He rea ppl i e d  the pr in c i pl e  o f  c r e a t i on t o  the 

s i tuat i on s  of h i s  own pe o pl e . 

Th i s  r e a ppl i ca t i on o f  c re a t i o n  i nv o lve s the ped i­

gog i cal fun c t i o n  o f  myth . I n  the pro c e s s  o f  r e apply ing 

the c r e a t i on d o c t r in e  to the s i tua t i on s  of h i s  own day , 

I s s i ah t augh t  t h e  pe o ple about the kind o f  God  the y had ,  
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He s howe d them tha t h e  wa s a God  who d e s i re d  a r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p  w i t h  them , t h a t  he wa s a God who s e  pre d i c t i ons 

c ould be t ru s t e d , a n d  tha t he wa s a G o d  who wa s d e te r­

m in e d  t o  re d e eB h i s  pe o pl e  and t h e  world . Yahw e h  was a 

G o d  who loved them . Whe ther o r  n o t  I s a iah b e l i e ve d  

tha t the c re a t i on s to r i e s  were myth , i t  i s  c l e a r  t ha t 

he us e d  two o f  the f un c t i o ns o f  myth a s  h e  pre s en t e d  

h i s  me s s a �e o f  t h e  c r ea t iv e , red e em ing God , Yahwe h .  
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2 0 }a ul Tourn i e r , Gu i l t  and  G re ce , A Fsy c h o l 8g i ca l  
S t ud v , t re n s . ,  A r t hu r  W .  He A th c o t e  ( New Y o rk : Ho rpe r & 
.hov; , 1 9 6 2 ) , p .  1 4 9 . 

2 1 Tourn i e r , Gu i l t , s p y s , " Th e  G o d o f  t h e  B ib l e  i s  8 
G o d  who e n t e r s  h i s t o ry , w h o  P e t s , s pe p k s  a '  d s t r ive s ,  
He �Ja P: e s  A s e v e r e  s truv.rrl e w i t r. r::s n , t o  d e l iv e r  h i rr  fror. 
h i s  Fn l l , vJ i th n v i evJ o f  h i s  f inA l s a lv a t i o n "  ( p .  1 4 J ) .  



APPENDIX 

Tab l e  1 

New Te s tament Us e o f  I s a i ah1 

N T  Pas s age Words Us e d  I s , Source 

I•it ,  3 = 3 the pro phe t I s a ia h 4 0 : 3  2 
8 : 1 7  I s a i ah the pro ph e t  5 3 : 4  2 

1 2 : 1 7  I s a iah the pro ph e t LJ 2 : 1  2 
1 3 : 1 4  the pro ph e c y  o f  I s a iah 6 : 9 , 1 0  1 
1 5 : 7  I s a iah pro ph e s i e d  2 9 : 1 3  1 

I"lk . 1 : 2 i n  I s a iah t he pro ph e t  4 0 : 3  2 
7 : 6  I s a iah pro phe s i e d  2 9 : 1 3  1 

Lk , 3 : 4  i n  t he b o ok o f  the words of 
I s a iah the pro phe t 4 0 : 3- 5  2 

4 : 1 7  the b o o k  o f  t he proph e t  I s a i ah 61 : 1  , 2 3 

Jn , 1 : 2 3  t he pro phe t I s a i a h  4 0 : 3  2 
1 2 : 38 I s a ia h  t h e  pro phe t 5 3 : 1  2 
1 2 : 39 I s a. iah s a i d  a ga in 6 : 9 , 1 0  1 
1 2 : 41 I s a i ah s a. i d , s aw ,  s poke 5 3 : 1  2 

6 : 9 , 1 0  1 
A c . 8 : 2 8 read ing I s a iah the pro ph e t  

8 : 30 rea.d ing the pro phe t I s a. i a h  5 3 : 7 , 8  2 
8 : 32 the pa s sage o f  t h e  S c r i pture 

- -fulf i l l s  I s a i a h  5 6 : 3 - 7 - -
2 8 : 2 5 W e l l  s poke the Hol y  Gho s t  

through I s a iah t h e  pro ph e t 6 : 9 , 1 0  1 

Ro . 9 : 2 7 I s a i a.h c r i e s 1 0 : 2 2 -2 3  1 
9 : 2 9  As I s a. i a h  s a i d  b e f o re 1 : 9 1 

9 and 1 0  a llud e t o  and e ch o  I s s i ah 
1 0 : 1 6  

I 
I s a i ah s a y s  5 3 : 1  2 

1 0 : 2 0 I s a iah b e come s b o l d  and says  6 5 : 1  3 

1 Y oung , I s a i ah ? , p .  1 2 .  

2 4 8  
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Tabl e  2 

Evi de n c e  aga i n s t I s a i a h  4 0 -6 6 b e i ng 
wr i tt e n  i n  Bab y l on 

JVlot i f  Re f .  W ord s o f  the Pas s ag e  

�pa t i a l  4 3 : 1 4 I have s en t  t o  BRbvlon and w i l l  !Pe rs pe c t ive b r ing them a l l  d own a s  fug i t ive s 
41 : 9  t he ends  of  the e a.rth 
4 6 : 1 1 c a l l ing a b ird of pre y from 

t h e  e a s t  
5 2 : 1 1 G o  out from there 

Tre e s  o f  
Pale s t i ne 44 : 1 4  c e da rs , c ypre s s , oal\: , f i r  

Topogra phy 4 0 : 4  Le t every val l e y  be l i f te d  up , 
and every m ounta in and h i ll be 
mad e l ow .  

4 0 : 2a S pe ak kindly to  Je rus a le m  
Thought o n  4 0 : 9  Ge t y ours e l f  o n  a h i gh m oun tai n , 

Z i o n  0 Z i on . 

--

41 : 2 7 Form e r l y  I s a i d  t o  Z i on , " Beho ld , 
h e re the y are . II 

44 : 2 6 I t  i s  I who s a ys t o  Jerusalem , 
" she  S hR l l b e  i nhab i ted . " ! 

6 2 : 6a I ha.ve appo in t e d  wa t c hm e n  

f'Ja l l s  o f  Z i on 6 2 : 6a s t i l l  s tand i ng 

fre d i ct i on o f  
Ex i le 2 7 : 8  b a n i shed them 

Tabl e  3 

The Re la t i o ns h i p  o f  F i rs t a nd Se c on d  I s a ia h  

Firs t I s a i a h  Sub j e c t  o f  Para l l e l  Se cond Isa iaH 

2 8 : 5  c r own o f  b ea u t y  6 2 : 3  
2 9 : 2 3 t he work o f  m y  hands 6 0 :- 21  
3 3 : 2 4 f org i v e ne s s ; jus t i f i ca t i o n  4 5 : 2 5 
30 : 2 5 s treams  of  wa t e r  44 : 4  

2 2 : 1 1 ; 37 : 2 6 God plann e d h i s tory theme of 40-6t 
1 1 : 6  ani ma l s  a t  peace 65 : 2 5  
34 Ed om 6 3 : 1 - 6 
39 : 7  eunu c h s  5 6 : 4- 5  
29 : 1 8  t he b l ind w i l l  s e e  42 : 7 
30 : 2 6 t h e  l i � h t  o f  the sun 6 0 : 1 9  



Tabl e  4 

PRrall e l  P�lS SAge s be twe e n  I s A i ah 
and the Pre - ex i l i c  Pro phe t s  

2 5 0  

I s a iah S im i lar i ty Pre - ex i l i c  

1 4 : 4 f f . the taunt 
1 3 : 3  c on s e cra t e d  one s 
1 3 : 7  a l l  hands w i l l  f a l l  l im p  
1 3-1 L� Babyl o n ' s  d e s truc t i on 
5 8 : 1  make known I s rae l ' s  s in s  
6 0 : 2 2  the l e as t  one a m i g h t y  

na t i on 
2 4 : 1 7 , 1 8  terror and p i t  and sn8re 
2 : 1 -4 Come t o  the mountA. in o f  

Y ahwe h 
34 : 7  s laughtere d bul l s  
34 : 6  s l Rugh t e r e d  l A mbs 
34 : 5 - 8  S A t ie t e d  sword 
1 3 : 3  proud , e xu l t ing one s 
4·7 : 8 , 1 0  " I  am end the re i s  n o  one 

e l s e " 
34 : 1 1  pe l i can and he d g e hog 
66 : 1 6  Yahwe h ' s  sword 
1 8 : 1 , 7  b e yond the rivers  of  
6 6 : 2 0 E t h i o p i A  

Tabl e  5 

Para l l e l s  be twe e n  Isa i ah 4 3 : 1 -6 
and Je rem iah 30 : 1 0f f .  

1 )  Fear n o t  

Hb . 2 : 6 f f . 
Z p .  1 I 7 
Ezk .  7 : 1 7  
Je . 5 0 -51  
l"J i . 3 = 8 
.fVJ i .  4 : 7 

Je . 4 8 : 4 3 
J'l, i .  4 : 1 - 3 

Je . 5 0 : 2 7 
Je . 51  : 40 
J e . 4 6 : 1 0  
Z p . 3 = 1 1  
Z p .  2 : 1 5  

Zp . 2 : 1 4  
Z p .  2 : 1 2  
Z p .  3 : 1 0  

2 )  the a ppe ll a t i o n , Ja cob . ( "m y  s e rva n t "  a l s o  a p pears 
in the Je re m i a h  pA s s age and i n  I s . 44 : 21 . Of t he 
pro ph e t s  11 m y  s e rvan t "  i s  a ppl i e d  t o  Jacob only by 
I s a i 8 h  and Jeremi8. h . ) 

3 )  I w i l l  b r ing your o f f s pr i ng f rom t he l an d  o f  
capt i v i ty . 

4 )  I am w i th you . 

5 )  I w i l l  d e s t r o y  o t h e r  na t i on s . 



Tab l e  6 

PHra l l e l s  be twe e n  IsA if! h and Je re m i a h  

Je re m i a h  

3 3 = 3  
3 : 1 6  

4 : 1 3  
1 1 : 1 9  
1 3 : 1 8 - 2 6  
4 8 : 1 8  
31 : 1 2  
31 : 1 3  
31 : 2 2 
31 : 3L� 
1 J : 1 6 

5 0 : 8  
51 : 4 5 
1 8 : 6 
1 7 : 1 
2 : 2 5  

S irr i l a r i t y  

th ing s  you d o  no t know 
s h a l l  n o t  rem e mbe r or come 

to m ind 
char i o t s  l i ke t he whirlwind 
l amb led  to  the s la ught e r  
take a l owly s e a t  
s i t o n  t h e  g round 
l ike a W8 t e re d  g a rd e n  
mourn ing i n t o  j o y  
c re a t e d  s om e t h i ng n e w  
t a ught o f  God  
h o pe for l i gh t  but re ce ive 

d e rkne s s  
g o  f o rth from Baby l on 

c l a y  i n  p o t te r ' s  hand 
s in s  wr i t t e n  d own w i th i n  them 
d i d  not say ( d i d  s a y ) 

" I t i s  h o pe le s s . "  

Yah"l'le h  and h i s  S e rva n t • s 2De s t i n y  
I s a i a h  41 : 1 -4 2 : 1 7  
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I s a iah 

4 8 : 6  
6 5 : 1 7  

6 6 : 1 5  
5 3 : 7  
4 7 : 1 - 3 
4 7 : 1  
5 8 : 1 1 
61 : 3  
L� 3 : 1 9  
5 4 : 1 3  
5 9 : 9 -1 1  

48 : 2 0 

64 : 8  
6 5 : 6  
5 7 : 1 0  

. 41 : 1 -2 0  ( s e q u e n c e  A )  41 : 21 -4 2 : 1 7  ( s e o uence B )  

1 .  The cha l l e ng e  YB. hweh i s s u e s  b e f ore I s ra e l , wh i ch 
c anno t be me t ;  t r ial s pe e ch : Yahwe h f! S  the pla in ­
t if f  vs . the nB t i on s ; su�rron s ; Ya hweh ' s  c a s e ; 
o ppo s i t i o n  d e faul t ; con clus i on . 

41 : 1 - 7 

Who m ove s in h is t o ry ? 
The na t i o n s  a re a s ke d  
The y  a re h e l pl e s s  

41 : 2 1 -2 9  

Who  e x pl a ins  h i s tory? 
The na t i on s ' gods 

are a s  l\ed  
The y are u s e l e s s  

2 .  Yahwe h ' s  pur po s e  f or h i s  s e rv e n t . 

41 : 8-1 6 

Se lva t i on o r8 c l e s  ( pre c e d e d  
b y  i ns t a l l a t i o n  orB c l e s ? ) 

42 : 1 -9 ( 1 0 -1 3 )  

Ins t a l la t i on o ra c l e s  
( w i th imnl i ce t i ons f o r  
I s ra e l ' s

-
s alvat ion ) 



Tab l e  7 ( c ont . ) 

41 : 8 -1 f 

The c omm i tment Y a hwe h r a k e s  
t o  h i s  s e rvan t  I s ra e l  

He w i l l  e x pe r i e n c e  t h e  d e ­
f e a t  o f  h i s  o ppre s s ors  

252  

h2 : 1 -9 ( 1 0 -1 3 ) 

Th e c orm i t� e nt Y a hwe h 
expe c t s  o f  h i s  s e rva n t  

He w i l l  b r ing d e l iver­
a n ce to the o ppre s s e d  

J . Yahwe h ' s  trans f o rm ing powe r , t o  be a cknowl e d ge d  by m e n  
pro clamat i on of s a lva t i on . { a l lus i on to lamen t ,  God ' s  
re s po ns e , h i s  a c t i on , t h e  ob j e c t ) 

h1 : 1 7 - 2 0  4 2 : 1 4 -1 7  

He turns d e s e r t  t o  g a rden He turns g a rd e n  to 
d e s e rt 

2 G o l d inga y ,  " Arran.Q."e!!'e n t , "  p .  2 9 0 . 

The Pr imeva l Mod e l  o f  H i s t ory 

Pe o pl e  Invo lve d S i n  Jud grr:en t  Grace 

d i s obe ye d death c l o t h e d  
G o d ' s  com- g roun d c ur s e d  by 

Ad am a n d  eve  TT' "' Y"l d  n o t  t o  womA n ' s  role God 
e a t  a c e r- cha n g e d , pa in 
t R in fru i t  cR s t  out of Ed�n 

the  rP ar:k 
wand e r  the of God 

CA i n  k i l l e d  Abe l  e a rt h  w i t h - t o  pro -
out a home t e e t  h i s  

l ife 
daug h t e rs o f  Noa h ' s  

m e n  i n t e rrJP rr i e d  the worl d - ark 
wide  

s on s  o f  G o d  e v i l  c ont i n - f l o o d  ra inbow 
u» l l v  c oven1=mt 

l a nguA ge Is God ' s  
c onfus ion judgn:ent 

whole  e a rt h  t h e  t ovre r f i na l ?  
o f  Bab e l  d i s pe rs i on 

A bra h::m 
Cont inu8 t i on o f  Hi s t o r i c a l  I'iod e 1 The s e r-

vant 
I s ra e l  i d o l a try ex i l e d  JV,e ss  i e  h 

Je sus 
Chri s t  



A Co� pn r i s on o f  t h e  � e w  He � ve n s  A n d  
N e w  £q r t h  Mo t i f  f ound i n  

I s A i A h  A n d He ve l A t i on 

I<Jo t i f  vv . I s A i A h vv . 

N e v: h e A - 6 5 : 1 7  plurA l " h e A v e n s " 2 1 : 1  
ven p n d  " c re 0 t e "  � l:L 
e A r t h  6 6 : 2 2 " mR ke " , T  � Tl �J ':J T .,. 2 1 : 5  

f orrr:e r 6 5 : 1 7  f orrr e r t h i ng s n o t  2 1 : 1  
t h in &>: s r e !!l e rbp r e c  o r  c o rr, e 2 1  : /.j. 

t o  rr i nd 

J e ru s p. - 6 5 : 1 8  11 CrP.A t e d " � I  ::I. 2 1 : 2  .,. .... 
l e rn  f o r  re j o i c i n,cr 

61 : 1 0  8 d O TYl i n g  he r s e l f 2 1 : 2  
br i d e f o r  husbP nd 

2 5 : 6 - 21 : 9  
1 0  we d cl. i n P  b 8 no u e t 

d we l l i n g 66 : 1 - hunt- l e , c o n t r i t e i n  2 1 : J  
pl A c e o f  2 s p i r i t , f e l'l T S  h i s  

G o d  w o rd 

v o i c e  6 6 : 6  from  t h e  t e rr pl e  2 1 : 3  

6 5 : 1 9  n o  rr.o re �·l e e p i n g  2 1  : LJ 
we e p i YJ g 

s o rr o w  2 5 : 8  G o d  w i pe R VJP y t e p. r s 

d e P th 6 5 : 2 0 c e R t h 'I-I i th  f1l l f i l l -
m e nt 

2 5 : 8  d e A t h  S vlR l l o He d u p  
2 6 : 1 9  t h e d e P. d  w i l l l i ve 

.th i r s ty 5 5 : 1  i:ve ryon e v:h o  t h i r s t s 2 1 : 6  
c orr e  t o  t h e  wn t e rs 
buv w i t h o u t  c o s t  

( l:{y£._ TL?') 5 ) 

f i r s t  4 4 : 6  

8 >J d  4 8 : 1 2  I a rr  t h e f i r s t  a n d  21 : 6 
l A s t  I nrr t he l A S t  

Re ve l A t i on 

s i ng u l P r 
" he >J ve n," 
II S 8W II fL�CY 
1 1 J; P k ;i.n &>; 1 1  

· rr  cL t o;.;  

f i r s t he.g -
v e n a n c1  e i'l r t r  
pR s s e d  t=JvJ e y 

" n e w "  !<cr[v.:. _s 
c o rn i n p:  o u t  
o f  h e 8 v e n  

A d o rn e d f n r 
h e r hu s b8 nc'l 
w i f e  o f  t h e  
LA Db 

t A b e rnA cle o f  
Goo  P.rnong rr.e r 

frorr. t hrone 

n o  r:ore pP  i n , 
rr• o u rn i ng , 
c ry in v 
n o t e A T S 

n o  d e  8 t h 

f rom s pr i YJ g  
o f  wg t e r o f  
l i f e w i t h o u t  
c o .c; t ( .S wfl�j)) 

A n 1=1 rr e  for 
Chr i s t  
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