i,

GEORGE Fox

UNIVERSITY Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Levi Pennington People
3-17-1948

Pennington to Joseph Reece, March 17, 1948

Levi T. Pennington

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington

Recommended Citation

Pennington, Levi T., "Pennington to Joseph Reece, March 17, 1948" (1948). Levi Pennington. 245.
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/245

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the People at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Levi Pennington by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George
Fox University. For more information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.


http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/archives_people
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F245&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/245?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F245&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu

Gy

* 3 3 o .> ‘3
- w! Yu

o
wt R o By cew B venne ssmowisel. u 8 W‘«'W}"*“'Q
! Wy s 2 3 : T )

. ‘ w. ; “ : :.j s s
Portiand 19, (regon.
(¢ he o0 Desr Friendse- ,
eedlés ‘ . i :
an oW In = conversation last evening with ’resident

s A. Oarey I was informed that the sttorney for %1 'tzl Ao

‘Stuart told you that Paocific College might .Jnt’u well have had
$260,000,00 as $26,000,00 if we had enly asked for it. I have no
weason to question the honesty of this attorney, but his state-
ment could hardly have been less aceourate, Perhaps he hus had

no means of knowing of the efforts of perhsps every (uaker college
in America to secure big gifts from Mr. Stuart; certeinly he must
‘mot have known of Lune campaign of rFecific College Lo get big help
from him, a camnpaign which began before I came to Uregon and con-
fSinued up to the time of his death.

foar ¢ - IThe first solicitation of which I personally know was
4that made by Ezra H. Woodward, who was a classmate of Lhe boy
Elbridge Stuart at Spiceland Academy in Indiana. This was fo¥
help in the ereetion of vWood-Mar Hall,

I do not distinetly remember all the times that I so-
Adeited him, alone or with cthers. There were at least two times
during our first endowment campaign, whickh coversd 1912-14. Two
visits were mede with Robert L, Pretlow, pastor of tLhe meeting
in Seattle, I think during this campsign. s~nother visit was made
in 1217, vhen we were planning to start a campaign iox amolher
#£100,000,00, @e mrrived in Seattle on the day that diplomatic
relatione were broken off with Germany, and that campaign was
imwediately abandoned., [ believe a siromg appeal was made Lo
nim during the campaign of 1919-21, but I was in the Forward
Movement work durimg thet time awd if I partieipated in the appeal
it was by corregpondence. 1 was Taising wore Lhanm $560,000.00
in the east during that cemp=igrn. ¥hen Stacy Helracken was se-
cured as field seeretary for the college and we were seeking enough
endowment to stamdardize the college, he and I did our best Lo
get Mr, “tuart to do a big thing for ue. W¥hen, after Stacy He-
Oracken's departure we renewed our effort to raise Lue necessary
endowment for standsrdization, the appeal to ur. gtuart was re-
newed. ¥hen i. C. Newberry was field secretary, he visitea Mr.
Stuart, who had mow removed to Californis, and wade anciher ag-
peal Lo him for @ big gift. when sric V. Hauser led im our ef-
forts to put on & $100,000.00 vanquet, kr. Hauser and 1 made our
appeal again to Mr. Stuart. Vergil Hinshaw end 1 made ancther
appeal to him while Vergil was cur fleld secretary.

Yewbhar Hot sil these appeals were emtirely im vain. e secured
'3 gifhe of $600.00, $4,000400, $2,500.00 and the $25,000.00 of which
3 ‘you know. (You may reesll that a number of cther quaker cuvlleges,
~perhaps a1l of them, received similar gifts. 1n preportion to cur
_student enrollment we fared better then most of they perhape beiter
, of the others.) a1 b :
Ie of SEeke Yiaa oo £




and ligher m.!ﬂ. one that would stimulate other gifts which
:p-;gfollilu the college to do an adequate oducsttozi: Job.

#ax S )

1§ ‘An my efforte to secure a bi ft from him, i urged him
Af he 414 not feel that he sould do it during his 1ife, to put the’
college in his will for » big esum. He always received me kindly--
on doth of my lest two vieits he treated me nas if I had been »
long lost son, eitting for a long time and holding my hand while
tears fell from hie almost sightless eyes and from mine, as he
talked about intimate things of hée family Life, the luss of his
wife and other members of his family ~-~ his sister was a member

of the church where ! was last pasbtor.

: ’ Afber his gift of $25,000.00 I kept him informed as %o
how tae incoume wae spent, what students received the essistance
which his gift provided, snd all that sort of thing, 2lweys heplng
that he could be induced to do a2 big thing in his will, eince by
thie time it was evident thal he wae not going to do = big thing
for any Quaker college during his life. But I never succeeded in
getting him to do it, nor did Wewberry, Woodward, Pretlow, Hzuser,
MeCrecken, Minshaw ond others who tvied 4t. And I think you ought
to know some of the reasons why we failed.

y In the first plsce, ¥r, Stuart had long ceased &v be a
Friend, and the denomination of which he was a member for nearly
fAifty years for a guess,made ite demanas on him for ail its ver-
ious acbivities, including the educativnal. 4Ll that he gave Lo
Friends was "for old time'’s sake.” The gift that he ana Sam Hill
and Eervey lLindley gave in Seaitle was because of the assccistions
of earlier caye.

In the secend place, other Jusker ceolleges in . merica
were after him for big money., He felt that if he gave (o one in
2 big way, he would be in hot water from the rest. Lif he gave
£250,000.00 to Peeific College, other colleges with four or five
times our siudent body would think they should have = million e=ch.

But Pacific College is luscted in the Pucific Northwest,
and we felt that we had = special claim on hime. ¥er & long time
I 414 not know just why he wes averse 0 helping us in a large
way. I found after s while that the resson was simple. (regon
Yearly Meeting had not gained his confidence; he wase net satisfied
with eisiner tue aims or the methods of this yearly meeting. Per-
baps Lue incidents which brought about that attilude were mot of
sufficient importance so that they should heve had such an influe

ence, dut they had it, just the same.

-4 "+ The omly time, so far as I know, when ¥r, Stuart visited
berg was before I came. He and “sm Hill and Hervey Lindley came
at yearly meeting time, to attemd the Sunday service. There were
some rather notable visiting Quaker ministers in attendance thaet
, and naturslly these men expected to hear one of them. (1
enough discourtesy to visiting Friends in this yearly
meet that I have no doubt of the aqg::uoy of this =ceount.)
 Nome of these visiting Friends was asked speak Lhat day. There




puse ’:::‘ ing over o ons thst she had
Moo g : o many Oregon
;:tﬂ1 'hiti Friends a far different service from that whioh
“'7i=:::'3;:i|.,. l::: .gt ig not too much to eay that :ﬁ: three
18tt2e dlsgustod . e yearly meeting grounds more na

You perhaps have become familiar with the affairs in

the Seattle area. You know of the reports which were circulated

Dorathy Lee againat “obert ©, Pretlow, who was Lhen pastor of

ttle meeting and largely supported by the Stuart-iill-Lindley
trio; of the cumplaint against her wade to the menthly meeting;
of her disownment; of her appeal to Lthe quarteriy meetings of Gue
support given her by the superintendent of Oregon Yearly ueeting
(he told me himself that the "packed " committee that was to re-
port in Derothy's favor eould have reported at the next guarterly
mecting, bul that was held in Seétle where they feared that lchbert
bad too many friends, and they stated Lhat they were nct ready Lo
repors, and waited $ill the querterly meeting was held in Tacoms,
where they though Dorothy's friends would be in majority); of the
decigion of the Quarterly Yeeting to set aside the sction of the
monthly meebings; of the appeel of the monthly meeting to the yesrly
meebing; of Dorothy lee's resignation snd its scceptance; of her
reception intc membership im Fortland, and her reserding &8 a min-
ister in the shortest poseidble time; of Oregon Yearly Meeting'se
promise to Indisna Yearly Meeting o stay ocut of that lerriiluiy;
of the later organigation of anolher monthly meeting in teazltlie,
with Dorothy lee ae its leading spirit; of the 1 rvice of
this ivrmer Uregon Ieariy Meeling superimtendefitfof this meeting;
of the never-encing trouble until the laying down of thal meetb-
ing, the disownment of Dorothy Lee, and sll that., ¥ell, that
whole incident would probably have shaken the faiti of Ur. Stuart
in Oregon Yearly Meeting, if he hed had eny.

There were cother things that affected him unfavorably.
Perheps I ought to mention one more, the attacks made on the eol-
lege and ite administration by the same element thal drove Fummebt
¥. Gulley out of the presidency snd lost Lhe college another
chance for = gift of from a quarter Lo a2 half million dollare.
¥r. Stuart did not like tkis sort of thing, especially atiacks on
his old schoclmabe, Lagra k. Woodward, in whom be believed,

Since you told President Carey of this statement by ur.

Stuart's attorney, I thought you ought %o know Sthese facls thal

i have related. oo far from cur neb asking, there has been a ¢an~
paign of mearly or quite o third of a century Lo secure help in

a big way frow him, duri the lalter part of his life the effort
being to sesure at lesst $200,000,00. Always there wus this wall
of leck of confidence in Oregon Yeerly Meeting, which I mever

succeeded in breaking down, though I tried hard and often.
gincerely your friend,
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