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;k“ | . Vy wifeé hze ssked me to reply to your undated
_letter, which she hae just received, ¢ thing that it is not at
 all easy to do,

e

!

R our hearts_pche for the suffering in your country and 4
in many another, and we are trying to do what we csn to reiieve 3,

. the-gistress of those who are in misery through no fault of their :
~own. MKy wife is chairman of the loeal Friends committes which ‘
has sent tins ui clothing overgess; we have raised thousands of
dollars for relief in our cwn church 2na have headed twe comma=

nity campaigns that have reised other thousands} we both work

through the American friends Service Committee; I am vice pres-

oy ( ident of the lieifers-for-Helief crganization which hes seni tens :
Ca VSR Y thouqqnas of dollars worth of heifers end goats to places {
B % where they were most needed; I worked in connection with the re- ‘

(' y cent Christmas Ship which took hundreds of tors of food and e

elothing to "urocpe; and in othér ways we are trying to help thoase
who need help acrose the water.

: * nd it would, of coursc, be zn exceptiona) pleasure if
. we cauld know just whe were receiving our he

helps and while it would
wnot:be given for that purpcse, the exprpessions of their yerscunal
appreciation would bve gratifying

, 3ut in Sthe face of all this, we do not feel that we can
Witk justice grant appeals like yours, and for a2 number of reapons
fhat gseem potent to us.

»

3
: First, the sending of individusl packages bto individuals
18 nob =n economical way to provide food for pecple in Rurope.

LS RS -
Adollar will get a much larger amcamt of food into hungry mouthe
over there if given to some organizaticn that bwys wholesale,
phips wholesale, gets just the food that is needed for any givem v
commbnity, etec. BSuch an agency is the American Friends Service
Committee, with which we heve been zsscciated ever since the first

.- world war.

¥ Second, we are eager tu nave what we can give go te
the places where it is most needed, and we here have no way of I
knowing where these places ure. 1L may be Paris, though we are. -

Bl

elined to believe that bad as conditions are there, other
B in other countries are still more needy.. o

b > 4
Third, and this is a hard thing to say, we do not '
aye we any way of knowing whether all you say is
we kmew the actual situation, we would be n

nything with others so much more n »

ke to Y v yo% have




P &hat ensbl" to fare far bet
T3, aven enough to put some of it on the black msr-

J Anarican Friends Service Committee, while it cennot in-
;igﬁgﬁbd all such leiters of appeal, have investigeted many of
0, and they find that in four cases. out of five the appeals
. . are made by those who are betyer off then their néignboure, and
Tl do i ansbéad of being the necdxeab are the least needy ana uue best ,ﬁa
LSS AR e gqyplied of any in bheir neighborhood. ;
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R R e s You will understend that [ am not charging juu with
' TRy L-anythzng of ‘this &lnd tﬁoubu 1 Olindo that your lebtlier lcuoks

W

B LT preed o sendio mey difEerent seople

B L : 2dy Bnd my wife-does not reeall putting inte amy of
R - i our shipments = dress with sny note from her stteched %o it.

ey But knowing whal we do asbout such'mstters, we feel thet we must
e AP confine our zifts to organizations that we kpow, that make thorough
§ : { investigation of 2ll cases which they assist, that meke a decllar
oy g0 mueh farthar in actusl relief than it would. if invested in
; : inglvidaal paockages, and that give on the basis of aciuzl need,
e Swmitheut regerd to race, religion, nationality or any ethier con~
! A sfderation exceptl :
; w1t regrel Lnat we cannot answe)l your appeal. favoerably,

! X I am, on behalf of irs., Penninguon, _
/8 ’
; ; Levi T. Penmington.
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