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Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The Problem Area 

Katherine von Bora Luther does not command a great deal of 

space in any Church History textbook. What is known about her life 

is in connection with that of her husband and Reformer Martin Luther. 

Katherine Luther stands in the shadow of her great husband �rtin but 

it was possible to catch a glimpse of her character and contribution 

to the homelife and ministry of her husband Martin. 

2. The Problem 

The problem was to discover the contribution of Katherine Luther 

to the homelife and ministry of her husband Martin. 

The underlying thought of this paper was that Katherine provided 

her husband Martin a strong homelife from which he could carry on his 

ministry. 

3. Limitations of the Study 

WM 
The topic .c self limiting due to the scant amount of information 

recorded about Katherine von Bel� Luther. There are few paragraphs 

about her life before and after her marriage to Martin. Ernst Kroker's 

book, Katherine von Bora, Martin Luthers Frau ( Swickau, 1925), Second 

Edition, could not be located. This book was quoted a number of times 

by Luther historians. 

1 



The study did not limit itself to the period of the marriage but 

reached out in two directions. From the time of her birth to the time 

of her death, Katherine's life was filled with good works and a special 

ministry unique to her time. 

4. Assumptions of the Study 

The solution to the problem of Katherine Luther's contribution 

to the homelife and ministry of her husband Martin was based upon the 

following assumptions: 

{1) That the books consulted were historically reliable. 

{2) That the information about Katherine was reliable. 

(3) That those who translated the words of German or Latin were 

accurate in their translation. 

2 

(4) That those who wrote damaging remarks about either Katherine or 

Martin were doing so from an opposing religious view or in order to make 

money from slanderous gossip. 

5. Importance of the Study 

The study was important in that Katherine did have an impact upon 

Martin Luther, the Reformation, and upon the Protestant Movement. The 

study allowed us to gain a deeper insight into the life of the Reformer 

as well as an insight into the life of Katherine, his wife. 

If the study was oorrect; that Katherine did make a contribution 

to the homelife and ministry of her husband Martin; that evidence of 

this contribution will be of value to those who wish to gather a complete 

picture of the life of Martin Luther and of the person who made the con­

tribution. 



6. Procedure for the Solution 

3 

In order to establish a reasonable solution to the problem of the 

contribution Katherine Luther made to the homelife and ministry of her 

husband Martin, it was necessary to present facts that showed that 

Katherine did contribute to the homelife and ministry of her husband 

Martin. The life of Katherine von Bora Luther was traced from her birth 

to her death in order to show the contribution tr�t she made to the home­

life and ministry of her hus�1d Martin. 

The second chapter presented a brief account of her birth, her 

early education, and her enterance and exit from a Roman Catholic Convent. 

The third chapter covered a two year period from the time of her 

arrival in Whittenberg to her marriage with Martin Luther. 

Chapter four told of the changes the marriage caused Martin and 

the Reformation. 

Chapter fiveidentified the contribution that Katherine made to the 

homelife and ministry of her husband Martin. 

Chapter six gave an account of her life following the death of 

her husband Martin. 

Chapter seven gave the testimony of Martin Luther in behalf of 

his wife Katherine. 

Chapter eight presented Katherine Luther as a model for the 

Protestant Parsonage. 

In chapter nine a summary/conclusion was given of the investigation 

made in chapters two through eightJ of the contribution Katherine Luther 

made to the homelife and ministry of her husband Martin. 



Chapter 2 

THE CIUI.DHOOD AND CONVENT IJ:.FE OF KATHERINE VON BORA 

In order to become acquainted wi th Katherine von Bora Luther 

it was neces sary to examine her childhood and convent li fe. The in-

formation that has come down to us helped in gaining some understanding 

of her character and upbringing. 

1 .  The Birth o f  Katherine von Bora 

Little information exists about Katherine's b irth . It is re-

ported that Martin Luther gave her a locket with the date, January 29, 

1499 inscribed in it . 1 Thi s,  no doubt, i s  the birth date o f  Katherine 

von Bora. She was probably born in  the small village of Lippendorf 

three miles south o f  Leipzig, Germany.2 

The von Bora's were descendents 6f loyal kni ghts who, many 

y�ars before, had settled in the area. It i s  interesting to note that 

"bora• i s  a Wendis t word meaning, •fir trees•.3 

A book by Ernst Kraker mentions that Katherine had three brothers 

and maybe a sister. It also states that she was first educated at the 

Benedictine school at Brehna.4 

lE.G. Schwiebert, Luther 9nd Hi s Times (Saint Loui s, Mi s s ouri: 
Concordia Publi shing House, l9SO), p .  583 

4 



2. Katherine Put Into a Convent 

Katherine's mother died while Katherine was a very young child. 

Following the death, her father re-married in 1505. From the beginning 

there was a certain amount of tension between Katherine and her step-

mother. This tension grew to suoh a point that finally Katherine was 

placed in the Cistercian nunnery, Marienthron. The year is uncertain, 

5 
but sometime between 1508-1509 is most likely. Here she trained for 

Holy Orders according to the precepts or Bernard or Clairvaux. On 

October 8, 1615 Katherine von Bora, then sixteen, was taken into the 

Cistercian Order. 6 

This CloistE�r, called the Nimbschem Cloister, was located 

near the border of the Elector of Saxony. It is little wonder that 

the news of the Reformation found its way into this and other cloisters. 

Wbile Katherine was at the cloister she performed her duties with 

dudication and said her prayers faithfully. 

At Marienthron Katherine enjoyed the company or two relatives. 

One was the sister of her mothe1·, Aunt Margarete von Haubi tz. She was 

the abbess of the cloister. A second aunt was the sister of her father. 

5 

Her name was Magdalene. She was the one who was to escape with Katherine 

and ten other nuns from the cloister. 

The cloister provided the nuns with an intense prayer life. 

7 
In later years Katherine would remember this part of convent life. 

5
ibid. P• 584 6

ibid. 

7
William H. Lazareth, Luther on the Christian Home .. (Phil­

adelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1960), P• 17 



3. Katherine's Escape From the Convent 

The nuns in Nimbschen heard the monks from Grimms had left 

their monastery. Perhaps the sermons and tracts of the Reformer Martin 

Luther had found their way into the cloister. At least twelve nuns 

received the news with �ladness and made a formal appeal to their 

families to help them leave the cloister. When the families refused to 

help a special letter was smuggled out to 'Martin Luther asking for help. S, 

It was indeed a dangerous undertaking to assist nuns in an escape. 

According to Civil and Canon law those involved in such a kidnap crime 

might be put to death.9 

Only a few details of the escape are known. The whole undertaking 

was a well kept secret. The scant amount of information is good evidence 

of this secret. 

lwrtin Luther contacted two friends who lived in the city of 

Torgau. These were Leonard Koppe and Wolf Tommitzsch. The former 

held a contract to supply the cloister with fish and beer.10 
E. Jane 

Mall in her book, Kitty My Rib gives an account of the escape. The 

book, although fiction, follows the facts as recorded by historians. 

On Easter eve, April 4--5, 1523, twelve nuns made an opening in the 

clay wall, ran across the small court yard, and were quickly hidden 

in the fish barrels by Mr. Koppe. It was only a short distance to the 

Saxon border and to freedom. Three of the nuns were received by their 

8
R. W. Czamanske, Four Hundred Years, ed. W.H.T. Dau ( St. 

Louis, Mo. : Concordia Publishing House, 1917), P• 139 

9schweibert P• 585 

lOtazareth p. 14 

1�. Jane Mall, Kitty My Rib ( St. Louis, Mo.: Concordia ?ub­
li shing House, 19 70) •P p. 7-18 

6 



families soon after the escape. The other nine rod e through the night 

until they came to Torgsu on Easter morning. At Torgau, Geberiel 

Zwilling joined the �roup. The entire group came on to Whittenburg.12 

Martin Luther was waiting to welcome the free but homeless nuns. 

He set about to find lod ging for them. For those willing to marry he 

set about to find them husband s. 

12schwiebert p. 586 

7 



Chapter 3 

KATHERINE'S LIF� OUTSIDE THE CONVENT 

Katherine had left the beautiful setting of the Nimbschen 

Convent for a new life. The city of Whittenburg was not the most 

beautiful city or setting in which to begin a new life, but there 

is no evidence that Katherine had problems in making the change. 

The wagon, containing the nine nuns and three escorts, must have at­

tracted attention as it came into the city across the bridge. 

Martin Luther, who was not above begging, set about to find pro­

visions for the now freed sisters.l 

1. Whittenburg in the Days of the Luthers 

The city of Whittenburg dates back to 1180. "V.nittenburg 

was a fortified city surrounded by a wall of earth and brick and a 

very deep moat. The wall had a thickness of sixty feet and was pierced 

by three gates."2 
We may assume that each gate had a bridge that 

crossed the moat. The population of Whittenburg was 3, 000 people 

in the days of the Luthers. The citizens were mostly farmers, artisans, 

and tradesmen. The homes of Whittenburg were small buildings. Homes 

were made of wood, clay, and thatched roofs. 

1
ibid. P• 586 

2Koepchen, Four Hundred Years P• 173 

6 



The streets of Whittenburg were narrow and unimproved. Cat-

le, pigs, geese, and chickens roamed the streets freely. At night 

those wishing to venture out carried a lantern and walked carefully. 

Houses were not numbered but there were names given to streets such as, 

Kaooegien, Sohlosz, Buergermeister, and Juristenstrasse.3 

The town's water supply came from two brooks, the Lazy and the 

Quick. There were a number of wells also. These wells and brooks 

were not covered or protected from contamination. This health haz­

ard, no doubt, was instrumental in the spreading of the plagues that 

frequented the city. Each family had responsibility for its own fire 

protection. We assume the nei�hbors would help in an emergency, but 

each family had to keep fire-fighting equipment and a barrel of water 

near the front of the house. 4 

The city of Whittenburg had its own court, coined its own money, 

and collected taxes from its citizens. It also owned other villages and 

managed the wine trading business within the city.5 

The great show -place of the city was its own university. The 

Collegium of Fridericianum opened October 18, 1502. This school pro­

vided some income for the citizens of the city as well as for the 

family of Martin Luther, as we shall see later.6 Even though the city 

had its own college, the majority of the citizens were not educated and 

many could not sign their own name. 7 

At this time the Black Cloister was the most popular place in 

the city. Martin Luther, the town's most noted citizen, l ived there. 

The cloister, complete with bathroom and tubs, was remodeled according 

3ibid. 

6ibid. P• 175 

9 



to Luther's wishes. 

2. Katherine Finds a Home 

Katherine was 24 years of age at this time. For some reason 

or another her family was unable to care for her. Some believe that 

her father had just died and thQt the brothers end step-mother were 

unable financially to take on another person. Kroker, according to 

Schwiebert, points out that Katherine stayed with professor Reichenbaok 

and his wife.8 There are otheru who believe she stayed with Lucas 

Cranach and his wife. We do know that Katherine spent a great deal 

of time in the Cranach home. It was here that she met the King of 

Denmark, Christian III, who would later play an important part in 

her life. He is reported to have given her a ring.9 

Katherine soon found a place to work. She became a good manager 

of the Cranach home. What she learned here would be of great value in 

less than two years time. 

We wonder what Katherine looked like. There are few paintings 

to be found of Katherine von Bora. These show her as having some 

African features as opposed to European ones. Plass reports that 

Kraker's portrait, shows her to be the opposite.1° Katherine seems 

to follow the pattern of the Wendish people. A medallion of 1540 shows 

10 

her a little plump, mouth and nostrils delicately molded, with wide set, 

intelligent eyes, broad brow, and well proportioned faoe.11 Her portraits 

8schwiebert p. 586 

10Ewald Plass, This is Luther (St. Louis, MO.: Concordia Pub. 
House, 1948), P• 253 

llschwiebert p. 686 



show a spirited lady and one who, according to Erasmus, was "remark­

ably graoious•.l2 

3. Katherine's Courtship With Jerome 

Katherine was well beyond the age when most girls were married. 

It was more common for a girl to be married in her early teens than in 

her mid-twenties. While at the Cranach home Katherine met and fell in 

11 

love with one Jerome Baum�aertner, a student at the university. He like-

wise fell in love with Katherine. He proposed marriage while in �nit-

tenburg, without his famil.�� knowledge. Due to her poverty and the 

high hopes of Jerome's parents for a more suitable mate, Jerome did 

not marry Katherine. She becam€ ill over the breakup. The fictional 

book, Kitty My Rib by E. Jane Mall gives 1:1. delightful account of this 

time in Katherine's life.13 

When the enga�ement was broken Martin Luther set about to find 

another match for Katherine. Luther soon had a suitor for Katherine's 

hand in marriage. The Reverend Glatz, pastor at Orlamuend was sug-

g�sted to Katherine. He was not well liked by the young people or by 

Katherine. It seems that her instincts were well founded, for sometime 

later he left the church and disappeared.l4 

At this time Katherine made her own choice in the matter. She was 

willing to marry either Professor Amsdorf or Martin Luther. 

12-b"d l l • 

13Mall PP• 24-32 

14Elgin S. Moyer, Who's �fuo in Church HistorY (New Canaan, Conn.: 
Keats Pub. House, 1962), P• 258 



This bit of d arin� gives us some insight into the personality of 

Katherine von Bora. Katherine told this to Amsd orf who in turn relayed 

the message to Martin Luther. 

4. Katherine's Courtship and Marriage to Martin Luther 

Martin Luther was d etermined not to marry. This was his view 

in 1521 and it seems it had not changed until Katherine made her own 

announcement of willingness to marry either himself or Amsdorf. Nothing 

is record ed about a formal courtship between the two. We only know 

that Katherine would be willing to marry Martin if he was of a mind to 

d o  so. Luther d id not want to marry because he was not in a position 

to support a wife. He was expecting to be k illed at any ti�e for his 

faith and work as a reformer. Certainly he d id not want a wife to live 

with this sense of fear. 

Martin was aware that the Elector Fred rick d id not approve of 

the marriages between nuns and monk s. Since Fred rick was his sponsor 

Luther would d o  nothing to spoil their relationship by marriage to 

Katherine.
15 Luther also knew that his father wanted him to marry and 

give him grand child ren. His parents had followed their son into the 

new faith and saw no reason why �.!artin should not marry as otht>rs of 

the clergy were d oing. Luther had been in favor of marriages between 

nuns and monk s but he himself had not practiced what he had preached . 

12 

At best there must have been some struggle of heart and mind before Luther 

was willing to take the step himself. Much prayer went into his own 

d ecision to marry. 

15Albert Hyma, New Light on Martin Luther ( Grand Rapid s: 
William B. Eerd mans Pub. Co., 1958). PP• 228-229 



In April of' 1525 Luther ·nsited his parents. Perhaps this visit 

was another encoura�ement to marry. As far as a chronological order 

of' events goes, Hyma does a good job in listing dates and places that 

show a steady progression towards the altar for the Ref'ormer.16 

Luther, who did not wish to offend the Elector, was waiting to 

hear of' Fredrick's death. The Elector Fredrick died May 5. Following 

13 

the news Luther was free to go to the Cranach home and talk to Katherine 

about marriage.17 It seems that Luther was already making plans for mar-

riage; Hyma favors a time in late April for an engagement between Martin 

and Katherine.18 Some believe there was an agreement between the two, 

but only at the time of' the wedding was there any formal notice of' 

Luther's intentions.l9 

Katherine and Martin were married on June 13, 1525. The ceremony 

took place in the Black Cloister. A s�all group of' friends witnessed the 

ceremony. Lucas Cranach and his wife substituted for the parents of 

Martin. Three others were present: Jones, Prior of' the Castle Church; 

Apel, law professor from the university; and Burgenhauen, the officiating 

clerg}�an. Noticeably absent was Luther's close friend Philip Melanchthon.20 

The Reichenbachs were also absent. 

A small party followed the ceremony. Katherine and Martin began 

a new life together. The Black Cloister was now Katherine's new home. 

Their first house guest, Karlstadt, was given refuge during their first 

w�ek of' marriage.21 

16Hyma P• 231 

17 
Hyma P• 230 

19schwiebert P• 589 

21 
Lazareth P• 28 

18ibid. 
20

ibid. P• 590 



5. Reactions to the Marriage 

Reaction to the marriage of Kather:ine and Martin was soon in-

coming. While some of his closest friends did not know of his plans 

to marry, they, nevertheless, defended him and his new bride. Philip 

Melanchthon, who at the outset of the marriage was discouraged by 

the marriage, became a regular visitor in the Luther home. Philip 

rushed to the defense of Luther when someone suggested that they had 

22 
to get married because Katherine was pregnant. 

Henry VIII of England thought the marriage was incest. For a 

monk to marry a Virgin of the church could only be incest. Others 

believed that Anti-christ would be born from such a union. To such 

a statement Erasmus is reported to have s�id; ftlf the prophecy is 

true, what thousands of anti-christs must already exist in the world".
23 

The Roman Church hailed this as Luther's greatest sin. The marriage 

between Martin and Katherine forever burned the bridge that might have 

allowed Luther to rejoin the Roman Church. 

The marriage, of course, made the parents of Martin very happy. 

They were eager to welcome Katherine into the family. They were in-

vited to a public ceremony on June 27. This public service for the 

benefit of friends and foes alike would seal and ra�ify the marriage 

and, "help to pronounce the benediction•.24 

22ibid. 

23 w. Carlos Martyn, The Life and Times of Martin Luther 
(New York: American Tract Society, l866), P• 479 

24w. M. Czamanske, Four Hundred Years P• 144 

14 



One opponent of the marriage nick-named Luther, •the new Fope 

under petticoat government•.25 

So far as we know Luther and his bride were not greatly af-

fected by the criticism. As long as Luther'& enemies denounced what 

he was doing, Luther felt that he was in the Lord's will. 

25 J. Verres. Luther an Historical Portrait (New York: Burns 
and Oates, 1884), p. 22$ 

15 



Chapter 4 

THE CHANGES CAUSED BY THE MARRIAGE 

When the Luthers set up house-keeping in the Black Cloister, 

Katherine Luther was at least one-half, if not the greater half, of 

this home and reformation contribution. The reformation of the home 

was as necessary as the reformation of the church. The Protestant 

Parsonage became a reality. 

•tuther's marriage remains to this day the central evangelical 

symbol of the Reformation liberation and transformation of the Christ­

ian daily life.•1 

1. The Change In Martin 

Martin Luther had now put aside his own celibacy. He had 

preached against it and now he gave the best example of all. His 

own marriage opened the way for the honorable estate of marriage for 

the clergy. He believed that celibacy was still a special gift for 

some but for the most part, and for the majority, marriage was the 

intention of the Creator. 

There was a period of adjustment for both Martin and Katherine 

to go through. Criticism continued to come to them but they seem to 

have taken little time to notice it. Martin was forty-two years old 

at this time and his daily schedule was quite routine: for example, 

1 
Lazareth p. Vll 

16 



awakening in the morning to find, "pigtails on the pillowcase".2 

Katherine was an excellent housekeeper. No doubt her care for 

Martin added years to his life. His health was already broken. She 

was able to stabilize, to some degree, his broken health and provide 

him with a regular schedule of good meals, rest, and recreation. 

17 

The marriage was the best possible thing that could have happened 

to Martin. Luther states; "Before I married, the bed was not made for a 

whole year and became foul with sweat, at night I fell into bed without 

knowing anything was amiss".3 One can only guess at his physical condi­

tion after the life he lived in the monastery and then the life of a 

bachelor reformer for so many yoars. Martin Luther's health was not good. 

As family physician, Katherine made little distinction between 

the curing of animals and humans. The same medicine was used for all 

creatures. Many of her home medicines were crude and distasteful, but 

she did the best she could. The next chapter discusses the role she 

played as household nurse. 

2. The Change to the Reformation 

Martin Luther was not the first member of the protestant clergy 

to marry, but the fact that the Reformer himself had taken a wife placed 

a stamp of approval upon such Christian unions far greater than anything 

he might have written on the subject. The clergy now admitted that they 

had longed for marriage, but could not marry, because of the unholy 

order of forced celibacy. 

2 ibid. P• 23 

3 ibid. P• 28 



The Black Cloister became a parsonage. The quietness wa s for-

ever replaced with the noise of fellowship. The Cloister became a 

center for a ctivities in the community a s  well a s  for church and 

reformation business. Martin Luther was a sociable person. He was 

always inviting people to come over to his home for a talk or dinner or 
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to stay the night. It seems Ka therine was well up to these sudden guests 

and did not complain. The parsonage served the community in times of 

joy a s  well as in times of the plague.4 

The marriage a dded a new identity for the lady who would be-

come the wife of a clergyman. The Barson's wife became a fixed part 

of the Reformation. Katherine Luther, more than any other .. created 

this role for herself. Thousands and millions of ladies have fol-

lowed in her footsteps becoming parson's wives.5 At this time the role 

of a woman was not highly regarded. Katherine brought a bout a change 

by a merrer of tho religious nun and the housewife into one and the 

same person. The wife of a preacher developed into a special office, 

although not recognized by the church, of great importance to the total 

work of the ministry. 

As sta ted before, the marriage widened the gap between the 

Protestant and Roman Ca tholic churches. Articles from John Eck, 

Jerome Emser, and Duke George of Sa xony, took this opportunity to 

a ttack the marriage and the two people involved in this marria�e.6 

5
Erick H. Erickson, r.oung Man Luther ( New York: W. W. Morton 

and Company Inc., 1958 ), p. 71 
6 

I.aze.reth P• 28 



Luther's marriage had shut the mouths of •scandalmongersft, but 

7 he had also lost the support of many of the German people. From 

now on the Reformation was to be both a political and a religious 

struggle. s Leaving the religious camp and entering into the secular 

world via marriage put Luther into a n9W relationship to the people who 

at one time were his allies. 

The marriage took place during the Peasant War. The country 

was torn apart by religious riots and plundering. Thousands lost their 

lives. 9 It seems that right in the middle of this cruel war Martin 

found a bright spot and tried at least to restore some form of order 

in the midst of a mass crisis. 

7Richard Friedenthal, Luther His Life and Times ( New York : 

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc;; 1967) , P• 433 

8ibid. P• 434 

9verres P• 221 
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Chapter 5 

THE CONTRIBUTION OF KATHERINE LUTHER TO THE HOMEUFE A..liD MINISTRY 

OF HER HUSBAND MARTIN 

The contribution of Katherine to the homelife and ministry of 

her husband Ma rtin went far beyond the four walls of the cloister. 

Besides being wife, mother, and hostess she was the family nurse, 

farmer, business executive, livestock mana ger, and hotel director. 

1. The Children of Ka therine an.d Martin :Wther 

The Luthers were blessed �ith six children. The first born 

was a son. He was named Hans, after his grandfather. He was born 

June 7, 1526. His birth was a r�ason for celebration. Gifts and 

well-wishes came from all over Germany. 

The second child, Elizabeth, was born December 10, 1527 and 

died August 3, 1528. The death of this infant revealed the deep 

emotional chara cter of Luther. Nothing is recorded of Ka therine's 

feelings, only tha t  Luther tried to comfort her a t  the time. 

A third child was born on May 4, 1529. Her name was Magdalena. 

She too would die at a n  early age. She was thirteen at the time of her 

death. Luther was deeply moved at her passing. 1 

1
Schwiebert P• 599 
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The fourth child, a son, was born on November 9, 1531. Re was 

named Martin because he looked so much like his father. 

The fifth child, Paul, arrived on his mother's birthday January 

29. 1533. 

The youngest child, Harg:arethe, was born December 17, 1534.
2 

The children were joined by a total of ten metoes and nephews 

of Martin. Six out of the ten came from one of Martin's sisters. A 

second sister accounted for another nephew. Each of 1�rtin's two bro­

thers sent a niece and a nephew. Ther� was also one great niece.3 

There was a lady teacher named Mar�arethe von Mochau that taught the 

Luther children. There may have been as many as six other tutors in 

the household. The aunt that came with Katherine, when she escaped from 

the Rom!\n Convent, was a resident in the parsonage. There were a number 

of homeless nuns and monks in the Cloister. There were paying students 

who lived in the Cloister while attending the university.4 

Each resident of the house was expected to participate in 

family devotions, the study of the catechism and prayer.5 

The house was full of people, but Katherine tried to keep the 

noise down so Martin could spend time in his study and not be inter­

rupted by the activities of this community within the larger community 

of Whittenburg. 

The family, in larger or smaller numbers, would gather together 

and sing songs, play musical instruments, and enjoy games. Luther was 

fond of chess. 

2
ibid. P• 595 

4
ibid. 

3
ib1d. P• 597 

5
ibid. 
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The records point out that anyone who wanted shelter and good 

food was welcomed at the Cloister. In a lar�er sense everyone in need 

was a member of the fa�ily. 

The surviving children of Katherine and Martin Luther did well 

in life. Hans studied law and became an advisor to the local officials. 

Paul became a physician and served in the noble courts of the area. 

Margarethe married a wealthy man named George von Klinheim. They had a 

6 
happy marriaye. She died in 1570. 

The remainin� son, Martin, began a study of theology. Martin 

Luther S�� always wanted a son to follow in his footsteps. It seems 

7 
that he died before he could complete his studies. 

2. The Homelife 

There is no doubt that Katherine was the mistress of the house. 

It is true that she had some halp in oaring for the yard and help in 

the kitchen, yet overall it was Katherine who was the manager of the 

Black Cloister. In this home there were often thirty or forty for each 

meal. The work was great and demanding but there is no record of a 

complaint from Katherine. She took care of the cattle, pigs, the 

brewery, the storehouse, the cellars, barn, gardens, and the fish 

pond that she had made .a 

Katherine was an active worker. Her day began at four in the 

morning and lasted until the children were in bed. Then she found time 

to do the family s6Wing. 

6ibid. P• 602 

7
Bessie G. Olson, Martin Luther A Great Reformer ( Chicago: Van 

8Friendenthal P• 435 



The life of the family was, for a large part, dependent upon 

the a bilities of the woman of the house. It was a true saying; "a good 

wife was a blessing, a bad one a dreadful misfortune".
9 

At a time 

when dea th was the only release from poor management the value of a 

good wife was beyond measure. Ttose who lj,ved a t  the Black Cloister 

whether children, guests, or paying students were given good food and 

comfortable surroundings. 

The role of wife and mother included being the family nurse. 

Luther could not have chosen a better nurse than Katherine. The many 

years he had lived in a monastery and the work that he was doing as 

a Reformer had taken their toll on the man. His health wa s broken 

a nd Katherine worked to keep him a s  healthy a s  possible. Luther sut-

fered from headaches, r inging in the ears, gall stones, and kidney 

10 
stones. 

Luther was not a n  easy man to treat. The local doctors used 

enemas a s  a cure-all for any illness. On the other hand Katherine 

used what home cures she knew. These were practices of the day but 

nevertheless they seemed to help some. Katherine used dung mixed 

with wine. Human a nd a nimal dung served to help ease the pain. 

Luther, on the other hand, took large doses of wine and drank lots of 

water.11 

The home provided many pleasures for the Luthers. •Delightful 

children, pleasant company, good friends, and loyal neighbors,"12 

9 . 
ib�d. 

11
ibid. o. 448 

10 
ibid. P• 437 

12
ibid. P• 447 
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were unsought rewards that the Luthers enjoyed. 

Martin and Katherine were not as strict as his parents had been 

with him. As a child Martin was beaten by both parents for minor 

wrongs.13 Martin's parents were superstitious. This was not passed 

on to the Reformers' children. 

The home was a place of learning not only for the children, but 

for paying students who would listen to the words of Luther and record 

what he said about any given topic. The conversations at dinner became 

known as •Table Talk". Martin r�ther would not write for pay but many 

of the students sold their notes to publishers and pocketed the money. 

Students re�arded the meal time as an opportunity to continue their 

education. Luther would talk at lengths about his battles with Satan. 

24 

Not to be outdone by the Doctor� Katherine went into the bedroom, fainted, 

and returned telling of her own battle with evil.
14 

She announced this 

in Latin. She was able to dialogue with students and could pick up 

Latin conversations easily. 

Katherine helped !·Hartin change from his sour, rugged disposition 

to a more polite and cheerful persoL. This happiness never left him 

but stayed with h im throughout their marriage.l5 This was an age of 

crude, course language. Luther's speech was just as frank as the times. 

When he spoke of natural body functions he did not mince words but told 

it in the vulgar terms of the day. This was the tone of the age. 

Katherine was not above reminding the Doctor when his language was 

13Erickson P• 68 

14Ronald H. Bainton, A life o f  Martin Luther HEBE I STAND 
(New York: ¥�ntor Books, 1950) , P• 230 

15Martyn p. 481 



getting course or crude. 

Katherine was a tidy person. The grounds of the Black Cloister 

were kept nicely. There was a gardener to help her with her work. 

Flowers bloomed, in season, around the entrance of the Cloister. 

3. The Financial Abilities of Katherine Luther 

Katherine did not bring a dowry to the marriage. She was from 

a poor family. Her family could not support her after she left the 

convent and they could give her nothing at the time of her marriage. 

Katherine made up in ability what she lacked in actual cash. The s��ll 

salary that Martin received was the only money they had to start life 

together. They received some money from paying students who lived in 

their home. 

Luther's charity to others caused Katherine much concern.l6 He 

was not above taking the last penny in the house and giving it to a 

needy person. Luther would pawn anything of value to help those in 

need. 17 
Martin's salary at the time of the marriage was equal to 

$80 0. 0 0  a year. Considering the number of people in the household 

there was little left over for pleasures of any sort. 18 

25 

A wedding gift equal to $250.00 was refused by Luther but quickly 

accepted by Katherine without the Doctor's knowledge. He learned about 

the matter later. He was deeded the Black Cloister February 4- 1535. 

In 1532 his salary was equal to $2500. 00 a year. In 1536 another $800. 00 

was supplied.
19 

16 Plass p. 195 

18 
ibid. P• 280 

17
ibid. 

19 
ibid. P• 281 



Extra money came to the household via pensions and legacies.20 

The Luthers were able to purchase some land near the Cloister. 

There was a garden, a hop field, and a summer house close by the 

Cloister. In 1540 Martin bought the farm at Zuelsdorf from Katherine's 

brother. The soil was better than farms nesrby. This was Katherine's 

favorite spot. Katherine never liked Whittenburg. She looked forward 

26 

to the visits to the farm and to the time when she and Martin could retire 

the�. 

Katherine also rented a small pasture from the Elector. Here 

she grazed cattle and a few hogs. 

A few years before his death Martin Luther thought his land 

holdings amounted to about $9000. 00. The land was a good investment 

but it did not provide ready cash in times of need.21 

4. Other Duties 

Katherine brewed the family beer. Luther was very pleased with 

the way Katherine prepared the drink. At times Luther drank a little 

too much. It is not clear if he drank because of his poor health or 

because it was the common practise of the day. 

Katherine served good meals to her family and guests. There 

were fresh meat, vegetables, fruit, and baked items. Luther was fond 

22 
of pork; he also liked apples. 

Katherine and Martin served the community well. They were host 

and hostess to many travelers. During the plagues they stayed to help. 

20
ibid. 

21ibid . 

22ibid. P• 273 



Katherine sought ways to please her husband. Once when 1�rtin 

was away Katherine and Cranach built a new gateway over the Cloister 

door. The Luther coat of arms, a black cross on a red heart in a white 

rose. on a field of blue; greeted the returning Reformer.
23 

Luther maintained a steady travel and speaking schedule. 

Appendix A gives a brief outline of important dates in the lives of 

�artin and Katherine. The Diets and Councils attended by Luther meant 

that Katherine was alone at home. From the schedule it appears that 

she was in charge a good deal of the time. 

Two books that Luther wrote were at the insistence of his wife. 

27 

The first one was, The Book of Beggers.
24 

The second book was entitled, 

The Will in Bondage. The book was addressed to Erasmus and gives some 

record of the Peasant War.25 Katherine must have had a strong influence 

upon Martin at the outset of their marriage in order for him to write 

these books. 

Luther's study was a mess of papers, books, and notes. While 

Luther worked over the tower of papers Katherine would sit by the window 

doing needlework. She would not disturb him but supported him with her 

silent presence. 26 

Her busy day did not allow her much free time to read the Bible. 

She attended family worship and the services in the church. Her life 

was lived out of the deep faith and courage within her heart. 

23Theodore J. Kleinhans, Martin Luther Saint and Sinner ( St. 
louis, Mo.: Concordia Pub. House, 1956), P• 117 

24
ibid. P• 114 

25Friendenthal P• 450 

26 
Schwiebert P• 598 



For more than twenty years Katherine had been a faithful 

worker to the duties of the Black Cloister. Only illness and the 

giving birth to the six children forced her to leave her tasks f'or 

short intervals. 

Martin Luther died February 18. 1546 in the city of his birth. 

2 8  

Eisleben. He had failed to provide a proper will because he did not 

trust lawyers. There was little cash on hand. What land remained was 

soon taken away from Katherine by war and dishonest people. Now all 

the years of skill and ability would serve her well as she fought to 

keep her family together. 



Chapter 6 

KATHERINE'S LIFE WITHOUT MARTIN 

Katherine Luther began a new life without her husband ��rtin 

with the same determination and courage that carried her away from 

the convent and into the Black Cloister. 

The Black Cloister was hers. She continued to take in paying 

students. She also had four children living with her at the time. 

There may have been other relatives but it is not known for sure how 

many lived in the Cloister after !Jartin 's death. Katherine made sure 

her children were educated. There was little cash on hand. Katherine 

fought hard to keep the family together. 

The church, at that time, did not support the widows of its 

clergy much better than it does today. She received gifts from the 

Princes of Anhalt, Elector John Fredriok, 1 and from the King of Denmark, 

Christian III. 
2 

The Schmalkaldic War broke out the same year as Martin's death. 

Her buildings were burned and plundered. Her livestock was run off and 

she was left penniless. Katherine was dependent on a few close friends; 

Melanchthon, the Duke of Prussia, and Christian 111.3 

1Schwiebert P• 599 

2Moyer p. 258 

3
schwiebert P• 601 
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For six years Katherine struggled i n  Whittenburg, making a small 

income from the students who lived in the Black Cloister. In the summer 

of 1552 a plague broke out i n  Whittenburg. The country was in turmoil 

and general unrest. Katherine decided to leave and try to make her way 

into Denmark. Katherine could go no farther than Torgau. Katherine was 

riding in a carriage when suddenly the horse bolted and Katherine jumped 

from the carriage, landing hard on the ground. This misfortune and num­

erous others led finally to her last illness. Her health was broken and 

her many friends neglected her. She died December 20, 1552. Her gallant 

spirit had endured much hardship. She was buried in Pfarrikirche at 

Borgau.4 

�o yer p. 258 



Chapter 7 

WHAT LUTHER SAID ABOUT KATHERINE 

The written words of praise that Luther gave to his wife are 

not hard to find. These testimonies show his love and admiration for 

her in a deep personal and religious manner, he writes: 

I would not exchange my Kate for F'rance nor for Venice to boot; 
to begin with, (1) because Gcd has given her to me and me to her; 
{2) because I often find out that there are more short comings 
in other women than in my Kate; and although she, of course, has 
some too. these are nonetheless offset by her greater virtues; (3) 
because she keeps faith and honor in our marriage. 

Martin Luther writes; •r have been very happy in my marriage; 

thank God I have a faithful wife according to Solomon, 'The heart 

of her husband doth safely trust in her'" {Proverbs 31:11)2 

Luther says: "She spoils nothing for me • • • marriage is not some-

thing natural and physical, but it is a gift of God, •• • it is above all 

celibacy.3 The marriage of Martin and Katherine was the best case 

against the forced oelibaoy of the Roman Church. 

When Luther traveled he missed his family, he writes; 

Ah, how I was oppressed by natural affections when lying at 
the door of death in Smalcald. I thought I would never see my 
wife and children. How the separation effected me. And I now 
really believe that the dying feel these natural affections most 
intensely. But having come home well again. I love my wife and 
children the more.4 

1Ewald M. Plass, What Luther Says An Anthology (St. Louis: 
Concordia Pub. House .). p. 888 
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Martin Luther had asked God to give him a pious s pouse. 

There i s  no reason to doubt that hi s prayer was answered in Katherine. 

Luther states; 

Now a pious spouse i s  as necessary as a sound hand or leg. 
You need not consider or hold praying for a pious spouse a mat­
ter for laughter or mockery; for

5
if � married life i s  to turn 

out well, i t  must begin wi th God. 

Luther's will refers to Katheri ne as •a godly, faithful, 

32 

upright wife who has always shown herself worthy of all love and prai se•.6 

Luther had many "pet names• for Katherine. Some descri be her 

work in  the Cloi ster while o thers seem directed towards her quick wit 

and courageous spirit. These include; Mos t Holy Mrs. Doctor, Domina 

et hera mea Kethe., Dear Mas ter Keth, Maus Kethe., and hi s Moses. 7 He 

also calls her, "my rib•, queen of the pig market, and Kette meaning 

•chain".8 At one point Luther equates Katherine to St. Paul's Epistle 

to the Galatians.9 

These testimonies of Martin Luther to his wife Katherine are a 

fitting tribute to the contribution  she made to his homelife and mini stry. 

5
ib1d. 

6czamanske, Four Hundred Years P• 146 

7veeres, P• 222 

8Bainton  P• 227-229 

9ibid. 



Chapter 8 

KATHERINE LU'lliER, A MODBL FOR THE 

PROTESTANT PARSONAGE 

The marriage of Martin and Katherine: "was an important 

public event because by this event he founded the evangelical parsonage. 

His happy and beautiful family became a model. His home became a center 

of • • •  generous Christian hospitality".! The contribution of Katherine 

Luther to the homelife and ministry of her husband Martin has been out-

lined in the previous chapters. Katherine Luther made a great contri-

bution to the Protestant Parsonage as well. Katherine's faithfulness 

to Martin, her concern for her home , her courage to overcome harsh 

criticism and her ability to adjust to new surroundings sets forth a 

model for the Protestant Parsonage second to none. 

1 .  Her Ability to Adjust to New Surroundings 

Katherine adjusted to new surroundings quickly. She was placed 

in a convent at an early age. She adjusted to convent life easily. She 

escaped from the convent and had to adjust to the life of Whittenburg. 

Katherine married Martin Luther in 1525, this was her greatest a4justment · 

up to that time. Katherine made the adjustment well and thus she 

began to create for herself the role of the parsonage hostess. 

1Lars P. QuaJ.ben, A History of the Christian Church (New York& 
Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1933), P• 245 
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Katherine Luther adjusted to people easily. The l�uther house-

hold was large . There were fa.n1ily , relatives , friends and -auests a these 

were the regular people that Katherine worked with day in and day out. 

The Black Cloister welcomed the rich and the poor into its rooms. 

Katherine ' s  ability to deal with many classes of peoplew�� one of her 

greatest talents. 

2 .  Her Ability to Endure Harsh Criticism 

Katherine ' s  personal life was made the butt ; "of ,endless 

vilivication". 2 One writer of pornography, Simon Lem.ni.us , called 

Katherine a; "religious nymph" . 3 In Lucifer Whi ttenbergen1m, Katherine 

is said to have been a ny:mphomanic. Katherine , it is said, jumped into 

4 bed with any willing student because Martin was impotent . These 

stories , none of which can be proven , demonstrate the deptlrl to which , 

some went to slander Katherine and Martin. These fictional pieces of 

crude literature are mentioned only to g1 ve the reader an :l.dea of how 

great the matter was discussed in Whittenberg. The resen�nent of the 

marriage by Luther' s  enemies l ead to the personal attack u:pon the morals 

of his wife Katherine . There can be no question of the �Jdeness of the 

time and language but the way in which the criticism was l1eveled against 

the innocent Katherine was totally unadvised. 

Katherine ' s  ability to endure harsh criticism is a model for 

those who follow in her step into the protestant parsonage. There are 

still a few people who enjoy this type of gossip. The good wife must 

be able to cope with this type of slander. 

2Itriedenthal P• 432 
Jibid. P • l;37 4 ibid. P• 432 



3. Katherine, A Model Of Household Management 
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Martin Luther was incapable of organizing the affairs of the 

smallest household .  Katherine , o n  the otherhand , brought order to 

Martin ' s  life and to the Black Cloister. F.riedenthal points out : 

His Augustinian monastery became a pension, an inn at which 
princes put up , a large buslness undertaking with stock-breeding 
and rented land ; later it grew into a small estate • • • •  breeding 
its own. cattle , and with its own brewery , storerooms , cellars , 
barn and veget&h:be.:. garden. 5 

Katherine was the hostess of the Black Cloister as well as its 

manager. Her work gave Martin a good home and the time he needed for 

his ministry. Her fine meals helped Martin to keep his health although 

he was , for the most part, not in good health. 

Katherine did much with the little cash provided by the 

salary given to Martin. She was thrifty and managed what money there 

was very well . 

4. Katherine , A Model Wife 

Katherine was a faithful wife to her husband Martin. Martin 

and Katherine developed a strong love for each other after their mar-

ria.ge . 
6 

"Romantic love was not a prerequisite for marriage" ,  in those 

days this attitude was not uncommon. Katherine , for the twenty years 

of her marriage to Martin, loved him a great deal and cared for him 

in the best possible way. It seems that they grew into love for one 

another rather than falling into love as many of their friends had done. 

This ever growing love reflected in all the things that Katherine did 

for her husband Martin. 

5F.riedenthal p.  434 
6 

Lazareth P• 23 



5.  Katherine, A Model of Courage 

'!he life of Katherine von Bora Luther is one of courage. F.rom 

the time she was placed in the Convent, to the time of her escape and 

marriage to Martin Luther, she demonstrated courage of the highest order. 

Her life with Martin, the plagues , the wars, the criticism,  and the total 

problems of management of the Black Cloister took a great deal of courage. 

Katherine endured the loss of two children, the loss of her 

husband, the loss of her estate, and the loss of her husband' s  friends. 

Her courage in and out of the Black Cloister, is most remarkable .  

6. Katherine, A Model Without Martin 

When Martin Luther died, Katherine was left with four children, 

and very little  cash. Katherine rented rooms in the Black Cloister. 

'Ihis provided a small amount of money. She was given small amounts 

of money but for the most part she was always poor. Her lands and 

animals were taken from her during the Smalcald1c War. At the close 

of her life she was totally dependent upon the small amount of money 

liven to her by a few remaining friends . 

As a model Katherine; "made a position for herself • • •  that 

many of her emancipated successors might have envied" . 7 

7Fr1 edenthal P o  4)4 



Chapter 9 

A SU)IMARY/ OONCLUSION 

The problem of the Study was to show the contribution Katherine 

Luther made to the homelife and ministry of her husband Martin. 

In order to show the contribution Katherine Luther made to the 

homelife and ministry of her husband Martin it was necessary to ex-

amine material revelant to her life before , during, and after her marriage 

to Martin .  Chapter two presented material about her early life , from 

the time of her birth to her escape from a Roman Catholic Cbnvent . 

Chapters three through six gave information to support the claim 

that Katherine Luther did cont:ri bute to the homelife and ministry of her 

husband Martin.  

In chapter seven, words of testimony from Martin Luther were 

given to support the claim that Katherine did contribute to the homelife 

and ministry of her husband Martin. 

Chapter eight presented Katheri11e Luther as a model for the 

Protestant Parsonage o 

Chapter nine recorded the conclusions that were drawn from the 

total study. In chapters two through eight the material supported the 

study that Katherine Luther made a contribution to the homelife and ministry 

of her husband Martin. 

The following findings are concluded as a result of this study: 

( 1 )  that Katherine was more than an ordinary housewife of the times. 
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(2)  That Katherine Luther came into Martin' s  life when his own health 

was broken, due to his heavy work load and his poor care for himself. 

(J) '£hat Katherine was able to bring a delightful change to the Reformer' s  

life , (4) That in the crisis of the death of two of his children, Martin 

Luther showed a deeper emotional side of himself that would have gone 

unnoticed, (5) That Katherine was an influence in his writing two books . 

( 6) That Katherine , as a part of the Protestant Parsonage,  helped to 

establish it as an outgrowth of the Reformation. (7) That together Martin 

and Katherine set an example against forced celibacy . 

The findings of this study concluded that Katherine Luther made 

a contribution to the homelife and ministry of her husband Martin. 
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APPBNDIX A 

CHIDNOLOGICAL TAB LE OF THE AGE OF LUTHER 

Frede rick I II ( IV) Empe ro r  of Germany .  
( ? ) Gutenberg inveats printing -pre s s . 
Va tican Libra ry founded by Pope Nicholas  v. 
Mahomet II takes Cons tantinopl e .  
Gutenberg prints hi s fi rst Bible . 
( ? )  Erasmus born at Hotte rdam. 
Sixtus IV Pope . 
Fi rst watches made a t  Nue rnberg . 
Ri cha rd o f  York smothe rs the princ e s ; i s  pro c laimed 

K ing of Fngland . 
Novembe r  10 . Y� rtin Luther born a t  Ei s leben. 
Wi l liam Tynda le bo rn .  
Janua ry 1 .  Ul ri ch Zwingl i  bo rn. 
I nnocent Vl II  Pope ., 
Luthe r at  .Mans feld � 
August  2 5 .  Saxony , -by the Treaty o f  Leipzi g ,  divided 

into two pa rts : Electo ra l ,  or Ernestine , and Ducal ,  
o r  Albertine Saxony . 

Albe rt Duke o f  Saxony .  
Frederick the Wi se  Elector o f  Saxony . 
Henry VI I  founds English  navy. 
John Wes s e l  dies . 
Alexand e r  VI Pope . 
Fa l l  of  Granada ; end o f  Moo ri s h  rei gn in Europe 
Oc tobe r 12 . Co l��bus d i s cove rs Ame rica . 
Franci s  I K ing o f  France .  
Henry VI II King o f  Eng land ; a scends throne 1509 . 
Me lanchthon bo rn .  
Cabot reaches coa s t  o f  Naw:f'ound land . 
Luthe r  a t  the s choo 1 o f  the Nul lbrued e r  at  Magdeburg . 
Savona ro la burned A t  the stake 
Columbus rea che s mouth o f  Orinoco . 
I ndia reached by sea from Portug� l .  
Luthe r a t  St.  George ' s  Schoo l  a t  Ei senach ; received 

by Frau Cotta : 
Swi tze rland e s tablishe s  i ts independenc e .  
George the Bea rded Duke of  Saxony 
Luthe r be gins studi e s  a t  Unive rs i ty o f  Erfurt .  
Luthe r  take s  de gree o f  Bachelo r o f  Arts . 
Co lumbus survey; coas t  o f  Colombia . 
Uni ve rsi ty o f  Wi ttenbe rg founded . 
Septembe r 2 2 --ootober 18  Pius I n  Pope . 
Julius I I  Pope . 
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1505 

1 506 

1507 
1508 --1567 

1508 

1509 

1 5 10 

15 11 

151 2  

151 2--1517 
1 5 13 

1513 --1521 
1 5 1 4 

1 5 15 

1517 

1518 

1519 

1519--1555 

1520 

Lu th e r  take s  d e e;re e o f  'Ma s te r  o f  Arts . 
July 12 . Lu the r ente rs Augu s �:;inian mona s t'3 ry  a t  

E rfu r • 
Bui l d i n g  o f  S t .  Pe te r ' s  C a thed ra l  a t  Rome b e FUn •  
C o l umbus d i e s  b ro k e n -h e a rt e d . 
S p ring . Luth e r  o rd a i ned p ri e s t ;  fi rs t ma s s , May 2. 
Phi l i p  the Ma [Danimo us 1 Land grave o f  He s s e  ( bo rn 

1 504 ; d e c l a re d  o f  a ge 1 5 1 7 ) . 
Novemb e r .  Luth e r  c a l l e d  to r•o f� s s o r s h i p  a t  Witten­

b e rg ;  t e a c h e s Ethi c s  o f  Ari s to tle . 
Ma rch 9 .  Luthe r tak e s  d e g r e e  o f  Ba c c a l a u r e u s  a d  

B i b l i a . 
J u ly 10 . C a lvin bo rn .  
Autumn . Lu th e r tdache s Lomba rd ' s  Sentenc e s  a t  

E rfu rt . 
Summe r .  Lu th e r  returns to Wi ttenbe rr to l e c tu r� 

on the Bibl e .  
Oc tobe r - - 1 5 1 2 , Feb ru a ry . Luthe r ' s  jo u rney to Rome 1 

whe re h e  s pend s month o f  D e c emb e r .  
C o uncil of Pi s a .  
O c to b e r  18. Luthe r take s • 

Pon c e  d e  Leon�-n--s_e_a_r_c�h--o��--��--��--������ 

Fi fth La te ran C o unc i l .  
Ve s co d e  Ba lboa di s cove rs Pa c i fi c O c e a n . 
Le o  X Po p e  ( D i e s  D e c embe r  1, 1521 ) 
Re uch l i n ' s  Cont ro ve rsy wi th Domini c an s . 
C o rte z b e g i ns c o nqu e s t  o f  Hexi co . 
May . Lu the r  e l e c te d  d i s t ri c t  vi c a r o f  h i s  o rd e r .  
ttEpi s to !a e Ob s c u ro rum Vi ro rum" pub li s h ed .  
E ra s mu s  pub l i s he s  Gre ek New T e s tament . 
Zwin g l i  � e s  to Ma ri a -E i n s i e d e ln . 
O c to b e r  3 1 .  Luth e r po s ts Nin e ty -fi ve The s e s  on I n -

d u l genc e s  o n  C a s t l e  Churc h a t  Wi ttenbu rg. 
Me lanchtho n b e comes p ro f e s s o r  at Wi ttenb e rg .  
Luth e r  a t  Hei d e lb e r g . 
O c t ob e r 1 2 - 1 4 . Lu th e r ' s  i nt e rvi ew wi th Ca j e ta n  a t  

Aug s b u r g .  
J a nua ry 1 .  Zwi n g l i  p re a c h e s  initi a l  s e rmo n  a t  Z u r i c h .  
J a nu a ry 4 -5 .  Luthe r ' s  i nte rvi ew wi th Mi l ti t z  a t  

A l tenbu r g .  
July 4 - 1 4 . Lu the r ' s  d e b a t e  w i th Eck a t  Le i  z i  • 

C ha rl e s  V Empe ro r o f  G 9 nnany e l e c te d  June , 151 9 ;  
c rown e d  O c t ob e r  23, 1520 ; r e ti r e s  t o  mona s te ry  
o f  S t .  J u s t  1557 ). 

Ma s sa c re o f  S to c kho lm ins ti tute d by C h ri s t i a n  I I .  
K ing o f  D e nma rk . 

June 15. Le o  X s i �n s  bu l l  "Exs urge Domin e , "  e x ­
c omnuni c a tinr Lu th e r  i f  h e  fa i l s  t o  recant w i thin 
s i xty d ays . 

Augu s t .  Lu th e r  pub l i s h e s  "Ad d re s s  t o  t h e  C h ri s ti a n  
Nob i l i t  o f  th e G e rman Na tion on t h e  I m  ro vement 
o the C h ri s ti a n  � s ta te .  
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1521 

1522 

1522--1523 
1523 

1523--1534 
1524 

152.4--1525 

1525 

1525--1532 
1526 

O c to b e r .  Luth e r  pub l i s he s th e t r e a t i s e  "on the B a by­
L m i  n.n Ca o t i  vi tv of th e C hu rc h ." 

Novembo r .  Lu the r  publi s he s t ra c t  "on the Fre e d o m  
o f  a Chri s ti a n Ha n .  

D e c e mb e r  io . Luthe r burns the Po p e ' s  b u l l  and the 
Canon lew-: 

Ma rch 16. Ma r;e l l an d i s c o ve rs ?hi l i p p i ne I s l a nd s .  
Apri l 1 7 -18 . Luthe r a p  e a rs b e fo re D i e t  a t  Wo rms . 
( Ed i c t  o f  Wo rms s i gnAd It.ay 6 ,  da ted May 8. 
Mexi c o  C j ty taken by C o rte z .  
May 4 - - 15 2 2 , 1:a r c h  1 .  Luthe r ' s e xi l e  a t  the Wa r tburg; 

t rans l a ti on of B i b l e  be run . 
Me lanchtho n ' s  " Lo c i "  pub l i s h ed: 
B e gi nni ng of th e refo rma t i on a t  fd �a . 
Ma rch . Lu the r p re a che s n i gh t s e �ons a ga i n s t the 

Zwi c k a u  p roph "" ts a t  Wi tten1:le rg . 
Re uch li n d i e s . 
Ma p:e l l an comp l e t e s  c i rcumn a vi gati o n  o f  the g l ob e . 
Ha d ri an VI Po pe . 
Apri l 4 - -5 . K a th e rine von Bo ra ( bo rn  a t  Li ppend o rf 

J anua ry 2 9, 1499 ) l e a v e s  !.Jimb s c he n  C i s te r c i an 
C lo i s te r ,  whi ch s h e  ente red 1508 , and whe re s h e  
took the vei l O c tob e r  8 ,  1515. 

May 7 .  S i ckingen o ve rth rown a nd revo l t  o f  kni ghts 
que l l e d  a t  Land s tuh l . 

Thoma s Muen z P r  a t  A l l s ta e d t .  
S pani s h  Inqui s i ti on b e g i n s  r e i gn o f  t e r ro r  i n  Ne the r ­

land s ; H .  Vo e s  a nd J. E s c h  fi r s t  ma rtyrs o f  the 
Refo rma t i o n . 

Luth e r ' s  contro ve rsy wi th Henry VII I .  
C l emen t VI I Pope . 
S ta u p i tz d i e s . 
K a r l s ta d t  a t  O r l amuend e .  
E ra smus a tta c k s  Luth e r i n  D i a t ri b e  o n  Fre e Wi l l .  
D i e t  o f  Nu e rnbe rg .  T re a ty o f  Re ren s b u rg . 
Luth e r  pub l i s h e s  a pp e a l " To th e �ta r i s t ra te s o f  A l l 

C i t i e s  o f  G e nnany i n  Beha lf of C h ri s ti an Schoo l s .• 
Lu th e r pub l i s h e s t ra c t  On T r a d e  a nd Us ury. · 

May .  Pea s ants ' Wa r ;  s upp re s s � d  a t  Frankenha u s en .  
Luth e r  w r i t e s  "Ara i ns t the Thi evi s h  and J'.fu rd e ro u s  

Ho rde s  o f  Pea s a n t s . 
Feb rua ry 2 4. Cha r l e s  v .  d e fe a ts Franc i s  I a t  b a t t l e  

o f  Pavi a .  
June 23. Lu the r  ma r ri e s  K � the rine von B o ra . 
Ana b a p ti s t- up ri s i ng i n  Swi t z e r land . 
B e gi nn i ng o f  c o n t ro ve rsy rega rd i ng Lo rd ' s  Supp e r .  
Luth e r pub l i s h e s  t re a t i s e  "On the Bonda g e  o f  the 

Vvi ll'' a ga i n s t  E r a s mu s . 
J o hn the Stea d fa s t  E l e c to r o f  S a xony . 
May 4. Fo rma ti on o f  Le a gu e  o f  To r ga u  between Philip 

of He s s e  and John of Sa xony . 
June --July . D i e t  and Re c e s s o f  Spi re s . 
Luthe r  pub l i s h e s  "Ge rman Ma s s .• 
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1527 

152 8 

16 2 9  

1530 

153 1 

153 2--16 47 

16 3 2  

153 3 

16 3 4  

153 4--1536 
153 4--16 49 

16 3 5  

June 7 .  Hans Lu th e r 9o rn .  
D eba te a t  Baden b e twe e n  Zqinglians and Ca tho l i c s . 
Tynda l e  pub l i s he s En g l i sh New T e stame nt . 
D i e ts o f  O c ens e and E s t e re e s ; Gu s tavus Va s a  s u c c e e d s  

i n  ha ving Luth e ranism a do pt e d . 
May 6. S pani s h  a rmy s a c k s  Rome and imprisons Pope . 
July . Luthe r s e ve re ly i l l .  
( ? ) �E i n ' f e s te Burg �" 
D e c embe r  10. E l i z a b e th Lu the r bo rn .  
Fi r s t  D i s puta t i o n a t  Be rne . 
Augus t 3 .  F. l i z a b e th Lu the r d i e s . 
Vi s i ta t io n  �chu rches in Sa�; Luther 's C a te ch i sms . 
D i e t  o f  S p i re s ; Re c e s s  Apri l 12 ; Pro te s t  of Luth e ra n  

Princ e s  Apri l 25. 
Vienna b e s i e [e d  by Tu rk s . 
May 4. Magd a l en e  Luth e r bo rn .  
O c tobe r 2 .  . Luthe r ' s  Confe renc "l with Zwin . l i  a t  �.�a r -

bur� . i rs t  Pe a c e  o f  K a ppe i an s  
and Romani s ts . 

D i e t  o f  Aug s burg : a r ri va l o f  Emp e ro r  June 15, p re s ­
e nta t i o n  of Au � s bu r[ Confe s s i o n  June 25, Re c e s s  
o f  Augsbu rg p ub l i s h e d  i n  Imp e ri a l  Ed i c t  Novemb e r  19 . 

Apri l 2 3 - -0 c to b e r  4 .  Luthe r ' s  exi l e  a t  Fe s ta Koburg 
during the Di e t  o f  Au gsburg .  

May 29 . Luthe r ' s  fa the r di e s . 
Tynda l e  publi s h e s hi s En g l i sh Penta teuch . 
Fo rma t i o n  o f  Sma l c a ld Le a gue . 
June 3 0 .  Luther ' s  moth e r  d i e s . 
O c tob e r  11. Zwin fli s l a i n  in ba t t l e  of K a pp e l .  
Novemb e r 9 .  Ha rtin Luth e r ,  J r . , bo rn .  
John Fred e ri ck the Ma rnani mo us Elec to r of S axony 

( l i ve d  a s  Duke o f  Sa xony ti l l  1554) . 
Feb rua ry 4 .  B la ck C l o i s te r  a t  Wi ttenb e rg d e e d ed to 

Lu the r .  
D i e t  o f  Hati sbon . 
Peace o f  Nue rnbe rg b e bv e e n  Catholics and Protestants. 
Henry V III renounc e s  a l l e gi an c e  to the Po pe . 
Janua ry 2 8 . PA u l  Lu th e r  b o rn .  
Pi z a r ro c onqu� rs Pe ru . 
Luth e r comp l e t e s  t rans l a t i on o f  the B i b l e . 
De c e mbe r l7 .  Ma r ga re t Luthe r  bo rn . 
Re fo rma ti o n  o f  Wuerttemberg ; Duke Ulrich restored 

by Phi l i p of Hesse. 
Anaba p ti s t  upri s ing at Muenster. 
Pa u l  I II Po p e . 
C a l vi n  pub l i sh e s  hi s �Insti tutio Reli gionis Christianae.• 
Henry VIII ha s S i r  Thomas Mo re behea d e d  for d e ny ing 

hi s sup rema c y  in the spiritual affairs of his 
subjects. 

Novemb e r 7. Luthe r confers with papal l ema t e  Verferio 
at Wittenbe rg .  
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153 6 

1537 

1538 

153 9 

1539 --154 1 
154 0 

1541 

154 1--154 6 

154 2 

154 3 
1544 

154 5--1 547 
154 5 
154 6 

C a l vi n  i n  Geneva . 
E ra smus d i e s . 
May 29 . Luth e r  s i gn s  Vii ttenburg Conc o rd i a .  
Wo r ld ' s  fi r s t  n ew s pa p e r ,  " Th e  Ga z e tta , "  pub l i sh e d  a t  

B e rni c e . 
D i e t  o f  C o p enha fen . 
O c t o b e r  6 .  Tynda l e  burne d a t  V i l vo o rd en .  ( " !.D rd ,  

o p e n  the Y i ng o f  En� l a nd ' s  eyes ! � )  
Feb rua ry . Lu the r  n r e !)a r e s  Sma l c a l d  Arti c l l'l s , f!O I"; S  to 

a tt end Conr,re s s  a t  Sma l c a ld ,  whe re h e  i s  ve ry i l l  
wi th the s to n e , a nd mak e s  hi s fi rs t w i l l  Feb rua ry 2 7 .  

Controve rsy wi th An ti no mi ans . 
Lea gue o f  Nu e rnbe r g  fo rmed . 
C a l vi n  �xpe l l e d  f ro m  Geneva . 
Feb rua ry --Ap ri l .  Congre s s  a t  Frank fo rt ; n e vo t i a ti o n s  

wi th Empe ro r ;  T re a ty o f  Frankfo rt s i rned Ap ri l 19 , 
May .  Luthe r  a t  Le i p z i g ;  i na urura t e s  re fo rma ti on i n  

Alb e r t i ne Saxony .  
Re fo rma t i o n  intro d u c e d  i n  B ra nd enbur� by J o a c h i m  I I . 
D i e t  o f  Odens e .  
D e c �mbe r  10 . Luth e r  s i gns " confe s s i ona l couns e l" in 

the ma tte r of Phi l i p  o f  He s s ' s  s e c ond ma r ri a ge .  
Henry the Pi o u s  Duk e  o f  S a xony . 
J a nua ry - -Feb rua ry . Luthe r ' s  wi fe ve ry i l l .  
June . Re l i r.i o us C onfe renc e a t  S � i re s  and Ha genau . 
J u ly . Luth e r  a t  C on fe ren c e  a t  Ei s ena c h . 
S o c i e ty of J e s u s  ("J e s u i ts") fo rmed . 
Ap ri l - -July . Di e t  and Re l i gi o u s  C o nfe renc e a t  Bati s -

bo n .  
Re fo rma t i o n  a t  Ea l l e  b e gun .  
Fe rnando d e  S o to d i s co ve rs the Mi s s i s s i pp i  Ri ve r .  
Y.a u ri c e  Duke o f  S a xo ny ( be comes E l e c t o r  o f  S a xo ny 

154 6 ,  d i e s  1553) . 
J anua ry 6 .  Lu th e r ma k e s  hi s s e cond wi l l .  
Wa r o f  Sma l c a ld Le a gue wi th Duke Henry o f  B runswi ck , 

who i s  expe l l e d  and hi s c o untry o pened t o  the 
Refo rma t i o n .  

B e gi nni ng o f  Roman Inqui s i ti o n ; Franci s  Xavi e r  i n  I nd i a . 
S e ptembe r 2 0 .  Ma gda l en e  Luth e r  d i e s . 
D i e t  o f  Nue rnb e r g .  
D i e t  o f  S p i re s . 
Pea c e  o f  C re s py .  
( 156 3) C o unc i l  o f  Trent . 
D i e t  o f  Wo rms . 
Feb rua ry 18 . Lu the r d i e s  a t  Ei s l e b en ; bu r i e d  a t  the 

foo t  of hi s pulEi t i n  the S c h l o s  skirche at 1ii tten ­
b e rg ,  Feb rua ry  2 .  

Bel igious C onfe ren c e  a t  Re gensburg. 
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ti e t  o f  ka ti sbon . 
Be �inn i n g  o f  Sma l c a l di c Wa r .  

1547 Apri l 24 . Defea ted i n  ba t t l e  a t  Hue h lb e r g ,  E l e c to r  
John Fred e ri ck lo s e s  hi s e le c to ra te and ha l f  o f  

h i s  c o untry . 
1552 D e c emb e r  20. Luth e r ' s  wi fe d i e s .1 

1 Ill . H. T .  Dau (ed. ) , Four Hunred Years {St. Louisa  Concordia 
Publishing House , 1 917) , P• )28 
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