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April 7, 1948,

S 3%»11 66 Lner
~ Yewberg, Omccoﬁ.

R DQ':I’ Triend: -
» ]
' Our telephone conversation yesterday left us about

as wide apart as we had been, which I suppose is unnatural if

we were both ombiscient, but since neither of us make any such
i - 'elaims 10 is not surprising. As a famous churchman once waid,
"People are bound to disagree as long as they think ==~ and some
: of them do not think right."

At lowks to me as if both the city council and the
_ state highway commission are trying to "pass the buck"”, if you
Fmer b will pardon my French. The city council, in sc far as any of
! . them have been willing to talk, want to make the state highway
commission responsible for the selecticn of the College Street
route; the state highway commission ¢learly and emphatically
lay the responsibility on the city council. They say you asked
g for that route, and their estimotes were made for that because
you asked for it. They do not deny the disadvantages of the
College Street routs, the extra tracks, the double turn om
entering the city from the north, the passing of four churches,
the crossing of First street at the busiest local.corner, and
worst ol all, bie routing of the highway down the street where
nundreds of students pass two to four times a day, five aays
in the week. I do not feel that they were so strongly impressed
with the fact that the people in twenty blocks will have to
erose the highway every time they go down town if the route is-
on College sireet who would not have to cross- it if it went
down Yeridian,

Some thinge in your statements do not seem to me to be
very consistent. You said, as I understood you, that it is not
the plan to widen North College street at the present time, but
that the state highway commission says that the much wider Mer-
idian street would have to be widened if the route went down
tuab street.s Does bhal make sense?

You say that a stop and go sign at First and College
would put an end to the specding through town, YWould net a :
stop and go sign two blocks from there have the same effect?

All this talk by Baldock or anybody else about the
state locating a highway and then cities building schools on
that highway does not have a thing to do with this case. Our
schools are already located, and we are not going to build any

"on this highway. But the fact is that the route proposed

g0 right down the street where hundreds of students travel day

after day, while the Neridian street route would aveid that :

danger entirely. And nobody can claim without meking the claim

idiculous on the face of it, as I see it, that there would be -
8 danger with this through highway on this College street

;{_ were put two blocks east, maiising this etudent-
street entirely. Ry 1 ‘
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o ve dono, you know that i} oan be

04 Lo the properiys. ¥ou did not agk me whother
"w in »%Wu‘# M‘f on this str :} and

ether 1 wanted pnxqun ‘on two sides of the
where I live. An if the city wanted to restrict park-

: | X ' on side of Lhe street instead of wideni that could be
B R e "W ough it would be a hardship to the mt:{{m Church, 1
_ g ~ érant you. Ii could easily be donme on North College Street.

. 4 &gt So far as 1 have yet been able Lo see, there is only Y
Pl one argument in favor of the College Street route, and that is it
b ? -~ the 350,000,00 which you say the stote would pay for the im= '

- provement, which would save some property owners from paying

X for the widening of the street, as I Bad to do when the streets

¢ . here were paved. And if the other route were selected the state |

would spend a considerable sum, especially if they did wiuen
Meridian, though it would not be spent on the same streets. [he
Meridian street route would send the traffic down your street
imstead of Dr. Van Valin's, but of course thaet does not influence
Jour decision as it does Dr. Van Valin's, for widening Meridian

two feet un each side would have little effect on your parkiung.
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-

. . gy As I told you in my gther letter, I'd not want you to
decide the matter otherwise than as you see is the best way for
the eity, not for you nor me nor Dr. Van Valin. If the council
made a mistake in selecting the College Street route, it seems
to me they would be showing more wisdom in reconsidering than
in pushing the thing through, without, as it seems to me, giving
proper consideration to the views of other folks. I confess
that it did not set well when some of us appeared before the
6Lty council a long time ago, and what I said was apparenlly

C iR ¢onsiaerea of no account becsuse L[ was not personally and fi-

2 hapcially interested. I am interested in the welfare of the
. - eity and the safety of our citizens, especially the young folks
R o in the schools. ‘

You urged me to have an open mind in the matter. _Do

you think the city council has evidenced an open mina® 1 do
not like to criticise, but if they have maintained that open
mind it certainly has not been evident to me. It seems to me
that that body decided what it wanted done, without any attempt
: to consult the wishes of the people, and that they are determined
O . to carry it through, no matter what the people think. But I
-~ + -+ could not feel essy in my mind to let what seems Lo me a great
R -  mistake go through with ae effort on wy part to prevent it. If
the route does gc down College street and some student is killed -
by some through vehicle, I can feel that I did my best to send
 Luhe road somewhere else where it seems to me the risk would be
/far less ana where several other impbrtant advantagces would be

14 over tae College street route. Sty ;
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Sincerely your friend,
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