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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The 0ld Testament éontains numerous references to the gods oi
countries which were near the Hebrew nation. JBaal, the male god of
Canaan, and Ashtoreth, the female goddess, are referred to as early as
Deuteronomy 23:18 and throughout the rest of the C0ld Testament. Ashur,
the chief god of Assyria, is mentioned in Nahum (l:14, 3:1, 3:3-5,
%:13-15) and Hzekiel (22:1~4, 24:6, 24:9) as well as elsewhere. Refer-
ence is also made to Chemosh, the god of Hoab (Numbers 21:29, Judges
11:24, Jeremish 46:7) and the Philisfine god, Dagon {Judges 16:23,

I Samuel 5:2-5, I Chronicles 10:10). However, only a few general refer-
ences to Egyptian gods can be found in the 0ld Testament (Joshua 24:14,

Jeremiah 44:8, and others), and no mention is made of Ra, the chietf god

of Egypt, the land from which the Hebrews Jjourneyed after four hundred
years in slavery.

It 1s assumed that this long exposure to the Egyptian culture
lessened the Hebrews' adherence to the worship of their God, Yahweh.
This assumption is substantiated by Dr. Cenler in his book, Theology of

the 01d Testament, where he says:

As the Bgyptians and Israelites lived together (bx.
3322, 12:33ff) the people could not have remained un-—
affected by the Egyptian culture, which was at that time
already very far advanced - « « « With regard to the
religious condition of the nation [Eebrewé], we find
that among the mass of the people the remembrance of
the God of their fathers, and the promise given to them,
had to be awakened. The purer worship of God which we

1



find among the patriarchs had been displaced by
idol«~worship, as may be partly concluded from express
testimony (Josh. 24:14, Bzek. 20:7-9, 23:8&19), and
partly from the idol-worship to which the pesople gave
themselves during their wandering in the wilderness.

The worship of the calf at Sinail, Ex. 32, is to be ex-
plained as an imitation of the Egyptian worship of Apis
or M¥Mnevis; the service of he-goats mentioned in Lev.
17:7 points to the service of Mendes (the Egyptian Pan

+ « oJs The service also of the fire god Moloch or
¥ilcom, which was spread in the land bounding Egypt

on the east, must, as is shown by the rigid prohibition,
Lev. 18:21, 20:2, have even at that time penetrated among
the people « « « « All this shows that during the stay
in Bgypt the foundation was laid of the comingling of
religions which appeared in different forms in the
following centuries, and which was in general character-
istic of Israsl, which never was independently pro-
ductive in polytheistic forms of worship.

It is the conviction of Dr. Schultz that although the Hebrew
religion was diluted there appears to have been enough of a belief in a
personal, covenanfi-keeping God to provide Moses with a basis from which
to work.% Dr. Schultz goes on %o say:

¢« o o ths actual moral and religious condition of the

mass of the people [Hebrews] in Egypt must also, of

course, have been comparatively low . . . o Immorality

and degredation must have been the chief characteristics
of those half-settled nomads . . o 9

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The problem under consideration was to make comparative analyses
of the attributes of Ra as reflected in the writings of Egyptologists

and other authorities, with those attributes of Yahweh found in the 014

1george E. Day {trans.), Theology of the 0ld Testament, by
Gustav F. Oehler (New York: Funk & Wagnalls Co., [B.dJ), pp. 68-69.

23, A. Patterson (trans.), O0ld Testament Theology, by Dr. Herman
Schultz (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1892}, p. 89.

3
Ibide, pe 93.



Testament. This necessitated an inquiry into the historical and reli-

gious background of Egypt during the period 2160-950 B.C.
JUSTIFICATION OF THE PROBLEM

Comparative analyses of the attributes of these two deifies
may give a better understanding of the propensity towards idolatry
which characterized the Hebrew people, and a better understanding of the

dilution of the Hebraic concept of Yahweh as the one and only Gode
BASIC ASSUMPTIONS

It is assumed that the majority of American churchgoers know
enough about the 0ld Testament to recognize the validity of choosing
Yahweh as the chief God of the 0ld Testament and the supreme God of the
Hebrew people. However, it is also assumed that most people are not
familiar enough with Egyptian religious'history to understand why Ra was
chosen out of all the Egyptian gods as the chief deity of ancient Egypt.
Therefore a section on the religion of the ancient Egyptian people is
included in chapter two showing that Ra was indeed the chief god of

ancient Egypte.
DELIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

The time of the Egyptian Middle Kingdom (2160~1580 B.C.) and the
New Kingdom (1580-~1085 B.C.) corresponds to the biblical time of Abraham,
through the four hundred years in which the Hebrews were in Egypt, con-
tinuing through the writing of some of the 0ld Testament books. Because
of this correspondence of time, this study has been limited fto the period

of history beginning approximately 2200 B.C. and ending near 950 B.C.
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Research material relating to ancient Lgypt and the worship of Ra

was taken primarily from direct translations of the ancient Egyptian
langunage and hieroglyphics by those translators considered by the writer
to be qualified authorities on Egyptology. Uaterial other than direct
translations was used only if the material was considered as authori-
tative beyond reasonable doubt. Material relating directly to Yahweh was
taken from the New American Standard Bible. Only O0ld Testament refer-
ences were used in order to keep the material relating to Yahweh within
the time periocd of history in which the Egyptian writings referred to in

this study were found.
DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Yahweh. This term was used as the name of the God of the 0ld
Testament. Its use is all-~inclusive in that it incorporates within
itself all the names and terms which were used by the Hebrew people to
describe their God. It is translated in some Bible versions as Jehovah
or as LORD.

Rae. This name, which was also spelled Re in Egyptian literature,
is the term used fto designate the chief god worshipped by the ancient:
Egyptianse He was the only visible manifestation of Atum, the All, and
was revealed to man in numerous forms, all of which were manifestations
of Ra. The names Atum and Ra referred to the same deity. Atum was the
name used to designate the unseen form and Ra to designate the visible
form of the supreme god.

Attribute. The term atiribute as used in this study is defined
as any characteristic, quality, or action ascribed to either Yahweh or

Ras This term includes the ideas of essence, activity and office.
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Primary Sources. Primary sources used in this study were: (1)
those sources which contained direct translations of the mgyptian
language and hieroglyphics, made vy authorities in the field of sgyp-

tology, and (2) the 0ld Testament section of the New American Standard

Bible translation of the Holy Scripiures.

Secondary Sourcese. This term was used to refer to those sources

wiich were not direct translations and which may or may not have been

referred to in this study.

METHODS OF PROCEDURE

oy

Direct translations by aunthorities in the fields of Zgyptology
and the Hebrew language were the primary sources for this study. Quo~
tations from material relating to both Yahweh and Ha were ftaken from the
same general time period.

This study surveyed the literature which focused on the problem
under consideration involving both the ancient concept of Yahweh and the
religion of ancient Eeypt. Appropriate tables were included as they
related to the comparative analyses of the attributes of Yshweh and Ra,

A orief summary, conclusions, and some questions raised by this
study were included with suggestions for turther study. 7This portion of
the study was particularly concerned with questions indicating an ap-

parent disjunctiveness between the attributes of Yahweh and Ra, and even

within Ba himself.

SUMMARY

This chapter was devoted to the presentation of a rationale for

making an inquiry into the aitributes of Yahweh, the God of the 0ld



(o1}

Testament, and Ra, the chief god of ancient Egyot.

The purpose of the study was to compare and analyze the attri-
butes of these two deities. This was done in order to give to those
interested in the 0ld Testament certain backeround information on the
religion of the ancient Egyptians who lived during part of the 0ld
Testament period. It was also the aim of this study: (1) to provide
information which may furnish énswers as to why the 0ld Testament Hebrews
had a propensity towards idolatry, and (2) to better understand why the
events of the Egyptlan captivity period could have been one of the causes

for Hebrew idolatrous practices.



CHAPTER II
SURVEY OF THE LITERATURE

This chapter was devoted to a survey of related literature as it
focused on the problem under consideration. A survey of ancient Egyptian
religion was also presented in order to provide a rationale for choosing
Ra as the chief god of ancient Egypt and to give background information

on the worship of this deity.

REVIEW OF RELATED LITuRATURE

-

Alexandre Pianoff, in his set of books Egyptisn Religious Texts

and Representations,l translated ancient Bgyptian papyri and religious

texts, presenting them along with many collotype reproductions of the
walls of tombs containing these texts. These ancient texts were written
primarily between 1580 B.C. and 950 B.C. with some dating back as far as
3500 B.C. Much of the material on the activities and attributes of Ra
was Obtained from this set of books.

The Pyramid Texts was written by Samuel A. B. lMercer, Professor
Emeritus of Semitic Language and Egyptology at Trinity College in the

2 This set also contains translations of ancient

University of Toronto.
Bgyptian religious texts. Numerous insights into the worship of Ra are

presented, especially those which pertain to man's activities after death.

1Alexandre Pianoff, Egyptian Religious Texts and Representations,
Vol. I-V (New York: Pantheon Books, 1954-1968),

2Samuel A. B. Mercer, The Pyramid Texts (New York: Longmans,
Green & Co., 1952}, Do 1.
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3

The New American Standard Bible™ contains translations from tne

original Cld Testament Hebrew language into English. All the necessary
material which directly describes tne atfributes and activities of Yahweh

was obtained from this translation.
SURVEY OF ANCIENT BEGYPTIAN RELIGION

HISTORICAL SURVEY

Historical evidence apparenily indicates that Egypt was one of

the earliest civilizations in the order of time.? This is particularly
true if we consider her monuments. It is in this land that we find monu-
ments which by far antedate any inscribed record, and which are proovably
nearly six thousand years old.5 The age of these monuments has been
determined by compiling a chronology of the Egyptian kings, beginning
with their first monarch, "whom all students recognize as ena . "®

The latest dates for lena is, according to Bunsen, 3600

years B.C.; the earliest given by Boeckh, 5702 years B.C.;

Unger, Brugsch, and Lepsius each give respectively, H61l3
4455, and 3892.7

Although Egyptian chronology is somewhat approximate prior to
the Middle Kingdom (2160~1£80 B.C.),S the interest of the 0ld Testament
scholar is particularly focused on the time of the New Kingdom (1580~

1085 B+Ce)s? This period begins with the time at which thne taskmasters

SNew American Standard, Bible, {Carol Streams, Illinois: Creaticn
House, Inde., 1963).

47, Norman Lockyer, The Dawn of Astronomy (New York: Macmillan &
Co.s 1894), pe Y.

51bid., pp. 2, 20. OIbid., p. 22. 'Ibid.

84lexandre Pianoff (trans.), The Litany of Re, Vol. IV, Beyptian

Texts and Representations (Wew York: Pantheon Books, 1964), p. ixXe.

91bid.



were sef over the Israelites in Egypt, which means that the Israelites
had already spent approximately 300 years in Egypt.lo The twentieth
dynasty of Egypt corresponds to the biblical period of the Judges and the
United Monarchy from Gideon to Solomon. By taking into account the time
spent by the Israelites in Egypt as slaves (400 years), a date can be
arrived at which closely approximates the Egyptian Middle Kingdom periocd
of 2000 B.Ce, or the time of Abram. This would be approximately 125
years before the migration of Jacob's family to Zgypte The following
chronological chart will show where some of the 0ld Testament books fall

on the time line of Egyptian history:

DYNASTY BeCa 0LD TESTAMENT BOOKS

Eighteenth 1580-1314 Job(?), Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus
Nineteenth 13141200 cwcmecma——

Twentieth 1200~1085 Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges,

Ruth, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
Song of Solomon, I and II Samuel
Twenty~first 1085-950  ~mec—ease-
Twenty-second 950-730 Joel, Amos, Hosea, Isaish, Jonah,
i Cah
Religious Survey
The gods. During the period of the Middle Kingdom Ra and Qgiris
were "represented as two aspects of the same divinity."ll They were

thought of as the processes of death (Qsiris) and of resurrection, or

coming to life again (gé)‘lz However, during the twenty-first dynasty

Oy, 1, Purkiser, Exploring the 014 Testament (Kansas City, Mo.:
Beacon Hill Press, 1965), pp. 418-423,

1 .
lAlexandre Pianoff (trans.), lytholocical Papyri, Vol. III,

Bgyptian Religious Texts and Representations (WNew York: Pantheon Books,
1957), p. 22.

121p14.
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Osiris seems to have been "superseded by Amon, who, as the sun-god Re,
cares for those in the netherworld."l5 Such names as Ra, Osiris, Isis,
Atum, and Nu-t “"are common to all religious compositions of this New
Kingdom period."l%

The religious aspsct of this period in Zgyptian history was of a
pantheistic nature yet appeared strikingly monotheistic. Cresation was
depicted as the "self-manifestation of the All, who, being one, yet

15

assumes different aspects or forms." In the twenty-first dynasty, it

was represented as a subdivision of the divine force, dtum, as was
depicted on the lid of a coffin of that time period:

am One who became Two.

am Two who becams Four.

am Four who became Eight. .
am One who protects Himself. °

bt b ped

Another inscription has been translated as, "the Eight gods were thy
first form until thou didst complete them, being ons.,"17

50 the One manifested himself as a plurality of Eight yet re-
maining himself the One. Afum, the All, first manifested himself as Nuu,
or lun, the water abyss, out of which arose Ra, the fiery disk of the
sun. "I am Atum (the All) when I was alone in the watery abyss. I am
Re in his manifestations."18

Although Ra was the only visible manifestation of Atum, the

supreme god, he was the one who apparently had been worshipped as the

One God. This worship of Ra amounted to a pantheistic belief in one god

181bid., p. 15. 4Pianoff, Litany of Re, p. 19.

¥1vide, pe 17 OPianore, Mythological Papyri, p. 12.

171p3d4.  18Pianoff, Litany of Re, p. 18.
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even though he manifested himself in "a hundred forms and names."19 As

early as the nineteenth dynasty, the Litany of the Sun stated that Ha

-4

manifested himself in practically all gods. They were not only identical
with him in power but he was identified as being one with Nuu (the abyss),
Qeb (the earth; sanetimes spelled Geb), and Shay (destiny).zo It was
said even of the earliest inhabitants of the File Valley that "we are in
the presence absolutely of the worship of the Sun and the accompanying
Dawn E[sisﬂ ."21

Ra appears to have found recognition as sun-god as early as the

second dynasty (circa 2700 B.C.).%® In the Book of the Dead, which is

dominated by Ra and Osiris, Ba is seen as the sun-god or the god of the

day who is born in the morning by the sky-goddess Ju-%, and is swallowed

by her at nigh‘c.z"5 Many times in Egyptian literature fa is found com-
pounded with other names such as Amsen, Sabak, and Chnemu, which may
poseibly refer to the various positions of the sun.24

Osiris is the god of the night and the Hetherworld. After Ra is

swallowed by Nu-t, he meets with Osiris in the Hetherworld where they

are united into one as the United Soul or His Two Souls.25 But these
two gods, Ra and QOsiris, are only "aspects of the perpetual cycle of

existence symbolized by the Shen-sign (&) or by the representation of

190 0uis Herbert Gray (ed.), The Mytholosy of All Races, Vol. XII
(New York: Cooper Square Publishers, Inc., 1964), p. 221,

=0 21

Ibid. Lockyer, op. cite, ps 2. 22Gray,<p. cit., pp. 24-25.

23pianoff, Uythological Papyri, p. 6.
24Lockyer, op. cite, Ps 25,

25Pianoff, iytho ical Papyri, p. 6.
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the cosmos--the goddess Nu~t, who, as the vault of heaven, bends over the
reclining figure of the earth-god Geb,"*0 The barge in which Ra rides
across the sky sails from east to west across the back of Nu-% during the

day (see Plate 1)27 and passes inside her body at night to be born again

the next day.

PLATE 1

THE SOLAR BARGE SAILING ACROSS NU-T

A variation of this illustration (see Plate 2) may be a repre-
sentation of the unequal paths of the sun and stars above the horizon
because of their change of position from near the squator to nearer
either pole. This drawing shows Hu-% as a double representation, one
larger figure bending over 2 smaller figure with the male figure of Geb
at the bottom center.?8 Nu~t is accompanied by a band of stars which

indicates her position as the sky-goddess.

261pig.  2"Lockyer, ope Cite, Do 35.  “°IDid., pp. 34-35,
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PLATE 2

DOUBLE REPRESENTATION OF NU-T

—— Taar{ IR -
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Awa sy LA BE AR IANY

Nu-% has also bsen found represented by a figure
« o o in which the band of stars is accompanied by a band of
water. This suggests the Jewish idea of the firmament. We
read of the firmament in the midst of the waters, which
divided the water from the waters, the waters above bveing
separated from the waters below the firmament.29

Life and death. Life and death were very important events to

the ancient Egyptians. 1% has been said of them:

Yo people of the ancient world glorified death to such an
extent as the Bgyptians. Life, as understood to them, was
the glorious life after death. %The coffin was the Lord of
Life. The west « . « was the region of life: the place of
death to be passed through to achieve resurrection. Life
and Death, like day and night, were egually transitory, amd
as life ended in death, so death led to new life.50

In the Book of the Dead, Ra is shown in several stages of

291bid., pp. 35-34. OPianoff, Mythological Papyri, p. 5.
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transformation from death to life.®l Man was also seen as passing
through several stages in death while going through the Letherworld o
where the righteous followers of Ra shared in the luxurious life of the
gods.32 Here they became kings and Jjudges of the deparied, stars, guests
in the royal barge of Ra, or took on lunar and solar characteristics.53
The wicked dead, however, were quickly annihilated by the many demons
"whe inhabited the underworld or by the stern guardians who watch the
roads and gates to the kingdom of Osiris. If they reached his tribunal
they were condemned to a second death," 9% They would be immediately torn
apart by the forty-two judges, the monsirous watch-dog of Osiris, the
fire-breathing dragon, or be led by the baboon, Thout, to 2 sinner's doom
and & hell which was filled with flames and biting serpents.35 They

might also be condemned to drowning in the abyss, cast into the lake of
tlames, ovens, or boiling oil, or be dissected with knives by swarms of
evil s;pirits.56 These punishments meant either instantaneous annihilation
or prolonged suffering and eternal torture. The only way to be certain

of an escape from this evil fate was "virtue and piety to the gods."37

If one was o0 expect eternal bliss with Ra, and not eternal punishment

in the Netherworld, he had to worship Ra (in one or more of his forms)
with loyalty and truth. The life of the ancient bgyptian was s0 closely

linked with the worship of Ra that his whole culture appeared to have

revolved around the adoration and worship of this one god.

811bide, pe 7o S2Gray, op. cit., p. 176.  9°Ibid.
841pid., pe 170.  °PIbid., pp. 179-160.  “°Ibid., p. 180.

371pid.



CHAPTER III

COMPARISON CF THE ATTRIBUTES OF

TWO DEITIES-~YAHWEH AKD RA

It was the purpose in this chapter to compare and analyze various
characteristics ascribed to Yahweh and Ba by theéir worshippers. This

was done in both textual and tabular form.

UNIQUENESS

In the 014 Testament Yahweh is known by many names. He is called
"Iighty One" in Psalm 50:1 and "King" in Psalm 29:10. He is also unigue
in that He is called the "Rock" (Isaiah 44:8), "Most High" (Psalm 9:2),
"Holy One" (Proverbs 20:3), and "I Am" (Genesis 3:14), This idea is
noted in that the worshippers of each deity considered certain character-
istics of the one worshipped as belng unique to that deity. It was said
2

of Ra, "many are his names."l He was called the "Unigue One,"”™ "first

Primeval One,"5 "Primordial One,"4 "Ancient One,"5 and the "First One.”6

lalfred Wiedeman, Religion of the Ancient Zeyptisns (Few York:

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1915), p. 117.

2‘1exandre Pianoff (trans.), iythological Pspyri, Vol. III,

Bgyptian Religious Texts and Representaticns (New York: Pantheon Books,
1964}, p. 13,

310id.
4Alexandre Pianoff (trans.), The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-iAmon, Vol.

I, Bgyptian Religious Texts and Representations (New York: Pantheon
Books, 1955), p. 6.

Spianoff, Mytholozieal Papyri, p. 14. ©Ibid.
15
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These terms appear to descrive a god who was the very first of all crea-
tures or things, as is said of Yahweh in Isaigh. There it is said of Him,
"I am the first, and 1 am the last, and there is no god besides Me" (44:
8). Isaiah 45:18 says, "I am the LORD, and there is none else," and in
41:4 Yahweh states, "I, the LORD, am the first." Daniel calls Him the
"Ancient of Days" (7:9) while Psalm 90:4 tells us that "before the moun-
tains were born, or Thou didst give birth to the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God." There appears to be
a striking similarity between Yahweh snd Ra. The Egyptian god was called
the "One and only one"’ while Deuteronomy 6:4 says "the LORD is one!"

Ra was said to have come into being "in thy name Kheprer (He Who
Comes Into Being),"8 and said, "I become, I fashion myself."9 This is
quite different from Genesis 1:1 which simply states "In the beginning
GOd « ¢ o " and BExodus 3:14, "I AM WHO I AM." Yahweh does not come into
being at a point in time. Ra was called "the god who came into being by
nimself"10 ang "the God One who came into being in the beginning of

time."t! The contrast is between Ra, the god who created himself at a

point in time and Yahweh, the God who always was. (See TABLE I, p. 17)

"Wiedemsn, op. cit., p. 116.

8)1exandre Pianoff (trans.), The Pyramid of Unas, Vol. V, Egyptian
Religious Texts and Representations (New York: Pantheon Books, 1968), p. 5.

Jalexandre Pianoff (trans.), The Tomb of Ramesses VI, Vol. I,
Egyptian Religious Texts and Representations (New York: Pantheon Books,
1954), p. 120.

lOJames Be Pritchard (ed.), The Ancient Hear Bast, An Anthology
of Texts and Pictures (London: Princeton University Press, 1958), p. 3.

sir B, A, Wallis Budge, Books on Egypt and Chaldaesa (London:
Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd., 1953), p. 13.
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TABLE I

.

QUALITY: UNIQUENESS

Y AHWEH RA

"Mighty Cne" "many are his names"
"R oc k:"

"Ki ng"

"ilost High"

"Holy One"

7" I ‘A“Mﬂ

"I am the LOBD, and there is none "Unique One"
else"

"I am the first and I am the last, "first Primeval One"
and there is no god besides Me"

"Before the mountains were born, "Primordial One"
or Thou didst give birth to the

garth and the world, even tfrom

everlasting to everlasting, Thou

art God"

"the Ancient of Days" "Ancient One"

"I, the LORD, am the first" "First One"

"The LORD is one" "One and only one"

"I AM WHO I AMM [comes into being] "in thy name
Kheprer (He Who Comes Into Being)"

"I am the LORD, and there is "I become, I fashion myself"

none else"

"There is no God besides Me" "the god who came into being by
himself™
"In the beginning God . « . ." "the God One who came into being

in the beginning of time"
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KROWLEDGE

Both Yahweh and Ra were accorded the attribute of mind. Yshweh,

in speaking to Jeremiah (32:35), said, "nor had it entered My mind." BRa
wag called the one "who made heaven and earth in his mind."1% He was
also spoken of as the "Lord of Manifestations of what is in his head,"l5
but the counsel of Yahweh "stands forever, the plans of His heart from
generation to generation" (Psalm 33:11). In Genesis 1:26 Yahweh says,

"Let us make « « o« «" and in Bgyptian literature Ra "beheld what he would

TABLE II

QUALITY: KNOWLEDGE

YAHWEH RA
"nor had if entered My mind" "who made heaven and earth in his
mingd®
"The counsel of the LORD stands "Lord of Manifestations of what
forever, the plans of His heart ig in his head"

from generation to generation"
"Let us make « o+ « o "beheld what he would make"

"the eyes of the LORD move to "sges the whole earth hourly"
and fro throughout the sarth"

"His understanding is inscrutable" "lord of understanding"
"His understanding is infinite"

12Pianoff, Mythological Papyri, pe 13.

13
Alexandre Pianoff (trans.), The Litany of Re, Vol. IV,

Beyptian Religious Texts and Representations (New York: Pantheon Books,
1964), p. 23,
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make."t4 He "sees the whole earth hourly"15 and was called the "lord of
understanding."l6 This indicated a constant knowledge of what was hap-

pening and a close correlation with what is said about Yahweh in II

Chronicles 16:9, "for the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout

the earth." Other references state that the understanding of Yshweh "is

infinite" (Psalm 147:5), and "inscrutable" (Isaiah 40:28). Both of these
deities appear to have been all-knowing beings who were aware of man's

activities. (See TABLE II, p. 18)
CHANGELESSNESS

Stability of character and stability of essence are gualities
seen in both the Egyptian deity, Ba, and the Hebrew God, Yshweh. Con-
cerning the latter, the book of Numbers (23:19) says, "God is not a man
that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; has He said,
and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?"
Yahweh has & quality within His nature which makes it impossible for Him
t0o make a wrong decision. Isaizh said, Yahweh "is not a man that He
should change His mind" (40:28). Ra also was given the quality of sta-
bility. He was called the "stable one"17 and it was said of him that
"his decision does not waver"l® and "his word is stable."lg He was

nel

called "Unchanging,"zo and the one "who has no lessening. A part of

this ability not to change was the ability never to becoms tired or

14p;anoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, pe 6.  +5Ibid., p. 7.

169i edeman, op. cite, pe 114.  17Ibid.

18p;anots, Mytholosical Papyri, p. 14  19Tbid.
20Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 145, zllbid., Pe 159,
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weary, and both Ra and Yahweh were found to have this ability. Yahweh
"does not become weary or tired," according to Isaiah 40:28, and Ra was

called the one "who is nsver weary."zg (See TABLE III, below)

TABLE III

QUALITY: CHANGELESSNESS

YAHWEH RA
"God is not a man that He should "stable one"
lie, nor the son of man, that He "his decision does not waver®
should repent; has He said, and "hig word is stable"

will He not do it? Or has He
spoken, and will He not make it

good??

"He is not 2 man that He should "Unchanging"

change His mind" "who has no lessening"
"does not become weary or tired" "who is never weary"

DURATION

The 0ld Testament portrays Yahweh 2s the eternal and everlasting
God. Genesis l:1 states that God was "in the beginning” and there ars
many other references which refer to His durability. Moses proclaims,
"Before the mountains were born . . . oven from everlasting to ever-
lasting, Thou art God" (Psalm 90:2). Isaiah calls Him the "Everlasting
God" (40:28), as does Genesis 21:33,

Ra was likewise accorded the qualities of duration and eternality.

#2pianoff, Mythological Papyri, p. 14.
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He was called the "Everlasting One,"z3 the "Maker of Time, « . « beyond
all time."®4 "Eternity carries his might while he reaches the end of
everlastingness."ZS His duration applied to the past and through the
present into the future, as was indicated when it was said of him, "Thou
art To-day and Yesterday: Thou art Po-morrow."<é Not only was Ra the
‘maker of etarnity,"37 but he was the one “who takes hold of the limits
of eternity."ze This would appear to denote the same characteristics as

those of Yahweh, Who was in the beginning of eternity and will be in the

end of eternity. (See TABLE IV, below)

TABLE IV

QUALITY: DURATION

YARWEH RA
"The everlasting God, the LORD" "Everlasting One"
"in the beginning Gogd" "maker of eternity”
"Before the mountains were born, "Maker of Time, « « . beyond all
or Thou didst give birth to the time"
world, even from everlasting to "Eternity carries his might
everlasting, Thou art God" while he reaches the end of ever-

lastingness”

"Phou art To-day and Yesterday;
Thou art To-morrow"

"who takes hold of the limits of
eternity"

23pjanoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 159,
Zgﬂobert S. Hillyer, The Coming Forth by Day (Boston: B. J.
Brimmer Co., 1923), p. 32.

%5pianorf, Mythologicsl Papyri, p. 13. 26Hillyer, loc. cite

279iedeman, Relizion of the Ancient Bgyptisns, p. 112.

23Pianoff, Hythological Papyri, p. 13.
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TRANSCENDERCE

The ancient BEgyptians and the 0ld Testament Hebrews believed they
could not completely know their deity. Ra was a superior being who
resided "in heaven."?? INehemiah addresses Yahweh as "LORD God of heaven"
(1:5). Ra was spoken of as him "whose soul is on high,"zo and Yahweh is
said to be "on high forever" (Psalm 92:8). The transcendence of Ra was
reflected by his titles, "Regulator of the hours,"31 and "Lord of

Years."32

David tells of the supremacy of Yahweh by stating:s "My times
are in Thy hand" (Psalm 31:15) and Moses declares, "a thousand years in
Thy sight are like yesterday when it passes by, or as a watch in the
night" (Psalm 90:4). These two deities controlled time and in a veiled

n33

way dominated all creation. Ra, "the Unknown One, was a god "whose

real BEssence is Unknown."'?’4 He existed "without being known,"55 his

%6 and it was said of him, "no one knows thy going."37

abode was hidden,
The 0ld Testament speaks of Yahweh as also being transcendent. Job says,
"God is exalted, and we do not know Him" (356:26), and "the Almighty--we

cannot find Him" (37:23). Asaph states that God's "footprints may not

293amuel A. B. Mercer, The Pyramid Texts, Vol. I (New York:
Longmans, Green & Co., 1952), p. 56.

30 ; 31
Pianoff, The Shrines of Tuf-Ankh-Amon, pe« 27 Ibide; p. 6.

32Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 159,

58pianofs, Mythological Papyri, pe lde

34Pianoff, The Litany of Re, p. 42,

35pianoff, Mythological Papyri, pe l4.

56E&'iedeman, Ope. cite, Do 1136

37.Pianoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, ppe 8-9.
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TABLE V

QUALITY:

TRANSCENDENCE

YARWEH

0 LORD God of heaven"

“But Thou, O LORD, art on high
forever”

"For a2 thousand years in Thy
sight are like yesterday when it
passes by, or as & watch in the
night"

"y times are in Thy hand"

"My mouth shall tell of Thy
righteousness, and of Thy sal-
vation all the day longs for I

do not know the sum of them"

"Who understands the power of
Thine anger, and Thy fury,
according to the fesar that is dus
Thee?"

"The Almighty--we cannot find
Him"

"Thy footprints may not be known"

"God is exalted, and we do not
know Him"

"For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways
My ways; « « « For as the
heavens are higher than the
garth, so are My ways higher
than your ways, and My thoughts
than your thoughts"

"Go your way, Daniel, for these
words are concealed and sealed
up until the end time"

"in hsaven"

"whose soul is on high"

"Lord of Years"

"Regulator of the hours®

**the Unknown One"
"whose resl Essence is Unknown"
"without being known"

"nidden is thine abode"

"no one knows thy going"

"Mysterious One"

"He Whose Mysteries Are Hidden"

"the One who speaks out of the
Mysteries"
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be known" (Psalm 77:19), and Moses asks in Psalm 90:11, "Who understands
the power of Thine anger and Thy fury « - « ?" It is stated in Psalm
71:15, "My mouth shall tell of Thy salvation all the day long; for I do
not know the sum of them." Yahweh is a mysterious God who says of Him-
self, "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My
ways, « o o for as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways
higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:
8-9). This latter verse appears to be similar to what was said about

n38

Ra, the "Mysterious One, when it was stated that Rz was "He Whose Mys-

teries Are Hidden."%? He was also called "the One who speaks out of the

Mysteries,"4o

which bring to remembrance the words spoken in Daniel
12:9, when Yahweh said, "Go your way, Daniel, for these words are con-
cealed and ssaled up until the end time." Both Yahweh and Ra exhibited

many of the same characteristics and gualities of transcendence over

creation. (See TABLE V, p. 23)
OMNIPRESENCE

Although Yahweh and Ra were mysterious beings veiled in a cloak
of secrecy, they did reveal themselves to mankind. Ra was called the
ons "of numerous appearances,"41 and like Yshweh, he revealed himself
to his followers on many occasions. Yahweh revealed Himself to Abraham
(Genesis 12:7), Jacob {Genesis 35:9), Solomon (I Kings 3:5), and others.
He 1s a great God who is present everywhere and cannot be contained in

one places The question is asked in II Chronicles 2:6, "Who is able to

%8 bide, p. 35. °Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 122.

“Orpig., p. 200, *Pisnofs, Mythological Papyri, p. 13
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TABLE VI

QUALITY: OMNIPRESERCE

YAHWEH RA

"And the LORD appeared to "of numerous appearsasnces"
Abraham"

"Then God appeared to Jacob"

"the LORD appeared to Solomon"

"who is able to build a house for "the earth is for thy body, the

Him, for the heavens and the sky is for thy soul"
highest heavens cannot contain
Him7"
"I am watching over My word to "Arising One"
perform it" YArising Soul"
"Lord of Arising"
"daily rising early and sending "early in the morning his work is
them" already fixed"

"and I spoke %o you, rising up
early and speaking"

build a house for Him, for the heavens and the highest heavens cannot
contain Him?" This same attribute was ascribed to Ra who was so immense
and ever-present that the earth was for his body and the sky was for his
soul.%?

The omnipresence of these two deities included the ability to
watch and observe all that was happening in the lives of people. Yshweh
says, "I am watching over My word to perform it" (Jeremizh 1:12) and "I

spoke to you [?aremiaé] rising up early and speaking" (Jeremiah 7:13).

Referring to the Hebrew prophets Yahweh states in Jeremish 7:25 that He

was "daily rising early and sending them.” A striking wmarallel to this

4%pianorf, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 193
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activity of Yahweh may be observed in statements made about Rz in which
he was called the "Arising Oms:,""t'3 "Arising Soul,"44 and the "Lord of
Arising,"45 of whom it was said, "early in the morning his work is already

fixed.,"*8 (See TABLE VI, p. 25)
OMIY I POTENCE

A god, in order to be a supreme deity, must by definifion be
unique in that hs has no peers. Ha was said to have been "without his
peer."47 Personal testimony of Yahweh states, "there is no god besides
Me. Is there any god besides Me, or is there any other Rock? I know of
none" (Isaiah 44:6&8). He is called "The Mighty One, God, the LORD"
(Psalm 50:1). Many 0ld Testament references ascribe the quality of
greatness to Him including Psalm 93:4 and Psalm 147:5. The latter verse
refers to His greatness and His "abundant strength.” Ra, who was called
"Lord of Might"48 and the "mighty one,“49 was accorded the qualities of
power and might in numerous places. In this study, more references were
found which described the omnipotence of Rz than any other attribute.

0ld Testament material relating to the omnipotence of Yahweh was also

found in voluminous amounts. The Psalmist declares that He "rules by His
might forever"™ (66:7) and is "very great" (104:1}. The author of the

book of Deuteronomy says, "the eternal God is a dwelling place, and

4%pianoff, The Litany of Re, p. 25. +4Ibid., p. 24.

4
°Ibid., p. 25. “SPianorf, Mythological Papyri, p. 13.

4Tyiedeman, Religion of the Ancient Egyptians, p. 116.
48pianorf, Mythological Papyri, p. 13.
49

Wiedeman, op. cite, pe. 112,
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underneath are the everlasting arms" (33:27). This latter reference %o
the power of Yshweh, along with Nehemiah 1:10, "by Thy great power, and by
Thy strong hand," is similar to such statements regarding the strength of
Ra as "strong of arm,"5o "Powerful One,"5l and "mighty in his power.“52
Ba was said to have been so powerful that he was called the "Lord of
power."93

Such power and might would make any god great. This quality of
greatness was abundsantly bestowed upon both Yahweh and Ra by their
respective worshippers. Yanweh is called the "great" God (Nehemiah 1:5,
8:6, Psalm 104:1, 147:5) and is deemed "greater than all the gods" in
Bxodus 18:11. Ra was also called the "Great God"%% and in many places
his worshippers called him great. He alsoc held the title of "Great One
of the Great."9
156

This greatness culminated in the title, "Sovereign, which was

probably the highest title the ancient Egyptians could bestow upon a
deity. Along with this honor, the worshippers of Ra added "Ruler of
Rulers"®’ ang "Holy Power ,"98

Yahweh was also believed to be sovereign. David writes, "His
sovereignty rules over all" {103:19), and Proverbs 30:5-4 declares:

I have knowledge of the Holy One. Who has ascended into
heaven and descended? Who has gathered the wind into His

50pjancft, Mythological Papyri, p. 14.
51

. -
Ibid. O PWiedeman, op. cit., pe 117. ° Ibide, pe 113.
54Eercer, The Pyramid Texts, p. 234.

55pianoff, Mythological Papyri, p. 13.

56y edeman, op. cit., p. 114.
57

Pianoff, lMythological Papyri, p. 13. ©°0Ibid., p. 14.
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fists? Who has wrapped the waters in His garment? Who

has established all the ends of the earth? What is His

name or His Son's name? Surely you know!
Yahweh was regarded by His worshippers as being a ruler over all other
rulers. One of the 0ld Testament writers asks of Yahweh, "And art Thou
not ruler over all the kingdoms of all the nations? Power and might are
in Thy hand so that no one can stand against Thee" (II Chronicles 20:6).

As rulers, the god, Ra, and the God, Yahweh, displayed splendor
and royalty. HJa was given the designation, "Great one of splandcurs,"59
wiile David cried out, "O LORD, our LORD, how majestic is Thy name in all
the earth, Who hast displayed Thy splendor above the heavens!" (o:l).
The majesty of Ra, the "mighty one of diadems,“60 who was to appear "with
a white crown,"61 was portrayed in the statement, "thou art crowned King
of the Gods."62 Yahweh was not said to have been "exalted by the white
crown"63 as Ra was, but Daniel 7:9 reads, "and the Ancient of Days
[?ahweé] took His seat; His vesture was like white snow, and the hair of
His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames."” Another
reference to His royalty states, "in fthat day the LORD of hosts will
become a beautiful crown and a glorious diadem" (Isaiah 28:5).

These two delties, as supreme rulers, were ccnsidered by their
worshippers to have been the creators of the heavens, the earth, and all
that is on the earth., Alexandre Pianoff states that Ha created "fthe

heavens and ifs hosis merely by pronouncing some words whose sound

5 1vide, p. 115

5% iedeman, op. cit., v. 116, 0Ibid., p. 114.

°2James Baike, gyptian Papyri and Papyrus Hunting (Few York:
Fleming H. Revell Co., (@.d{]), ps 2043 see also Budge, Books on Faypt
and Chaldaea, pe 4.

55Wiedeman, op. cit., p. 114.
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alone evokes the names of the things~-and these things then appear at his
bidding."64 He was called the "creative power"65 who "grants exis-
tenee,"66 "the lord who giveth duration to all things,"57 "out of whose
form came into being every form, . « « besides whom nothing exists,"68
These references are decidedly similar to many 014 Testament verses which
show Yahweh as creator. All He had to do, according to Genesis 1:3, 1l:6,

1:14, was to say, "Let there be," and the words He spoke came into being.
Yahweh was considered by the Hebrews to be the source of all creation as

is shown in Genesis 1l:27, "And God created man in His own image," and in

ffenesis 2:1, "thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their
host." He gave duration to all things. Nehemiah said, "Thou alone art

the LORD. Thou hast made the heavens, the heaven of heavens with all
their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and 21l that is in

them. Thou didst give life to all of them" (9:6).

Ra, as the "beginning of 1ife,"69

was "chief over all beings that
are beneath (the sky)."70 As the creator he had power over death and was
the one who "calls the bodies in the Netherworld--they breathe and their

decay is arrested."71 The Psalmist David declares that it is Yahweh who

64pianoff, The Litany of Re, pe 4.

esPianoff, Mythological Pavnyri, pe 13.

86 pid., pe 14

SZWiedeman, Ope cite, p. 1ll.
68pjanoff, Mythological Papyri, p. 13.

6
QPianoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, p. 8.

70Wiedeman, 0pe Cite, po 114,

71Pianoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, p. 25.
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is the chief over all beings. He says in Psalm 2431, "The earth is the
LORD'S, and all it contains, the world, and those who dwell in it."
Nehemiah says, "Thou dost give life to all of them" (9:6). His power
over death is indicated in Bzekiel 37:12-13 where it is recorded, "I will
open your graves and cause you to come up out of your graves, My people;
¢ ¢« ¢« o« Then you will know that I am the LORD, when 1 have opened your
graves and caused you to come up out of your graves."

Creation is well described in the Egyptian literature which
related to this study, as well as in the 0ld Testament. Ra was said to
have made "the herbage which maketh the cattle to live, the fruit trees
for men; He maketh to live the fishes (in) the river, the fowls beneath
the sky (?) ¢« ¢« ¢« « He maketh the birds to live, the creeping things
and the flying, as well as what belongeth to them."72 He "maketh to live

S"75

intelligent being and was called the "“Creator of mankind."74 Yahweh

is also credited with haviug made the world and what it contains. The
bulk of the first two chapters of Genesis refers to this process, along
with a description of the rest of creation. This account may be con-
densed by quoting the following verses from chapter one of Genesis:

Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and
fruit trees bearing fruit after their kind, with seed in them,
on the earth; « « « » And the earth brought forth . . »
(1:11-12). Then God said, "let the waters teem with swarms of
living creatures, and let birds fly above fthe earth in the open
expanse 0f the heavens. And God created the great sea monsters,
and every living creature that moves, with which the waters
swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind

e o o (1l:20~21)s Then God said, "let the earth bring forth
living creatures « « « the cattle and creeping things snd beasts
of the earth  « « " And God made the beastis of the earth

72Wiedeman, Op. cite, ps 115, 78

7

Ibide, po 11l4.
4Budge, Books on BEeypt and Chaldsea, pe 5.
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« « o the cattle . . . and everything that creeps on the ground (1:24-25)

The Psalmist vividly describes a part of creation by referring to
Ishwenh as, "covering Thyself with light as with a cloak, stretching out
the heaven like a tent curtain. He lays the beams of His upper chambers
in the waters; « « « « He established the earth upon its foundations, so0
that it will not totter forever" {104:3&5). A similar account is given
by the worshippers of Ra who portray him as the god "who didst raise the
heaven on high, « « « who didst put down the earth,"75 and the one "who
upholdest the heaven and puttest down the earth."’® It was said of him
that he "created the earth according to his plans,“77 and "the world
came into being by thy hand."78 This founding and fashioning of the
earth by Ra appears to parallel the biblical account of crestion as found
in Genesis 1l:1-2 where it states, "In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth." Hlsewhere it is written, "the heavens are Thine,
the earth also is Thine; « « « Thou hast founded them" (Psalm 89:11).
Yahweh "built His sanctuary like the heights, like the earth which He has
founded forever" (Psalm 78:69).

The worshippers of Ra believed that their deity not only created
the heavens and the earth but also "didst fashion man."’Y "He (maketh)

to live intelligent beings."eo He carried the title of "Maker of men."Sl

75Wiedeman, Ope Cite, pPs 112,
7
VGIbid', Pe 116. 7 PianOff, ME §1}010g1§:al Pagyr s Pe 14,

78
Pianoff, The Shrines of Tuf-Ankh-Amon, p. Y.

79 8
Budge, op. cite, ps 13. QWiedeman, ope cite, pPe 1ll4.

81
Ibide, pe 1163 ses also p. 118.
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He was called the god who made "what comes out of his potter's wheel
alive."82 The 0ld Testament Hebrews were convinced that their God.,

Yahweh, "formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his

nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being" (Genesis
2:7). He held the title of "the LORD our Maker" (Psalm 95:6), and lsaizh
says of Him, "But now, 0 LORD, Thou art our rather, we are the clay and
Thou art the Potter" (64:8). Both deities were given similar roles in
the creation of man., These similarities may be further noted dy the
statements about Ra "who makes the throat breathe, who adorns the

bodies" 5SS

and Job's statement about Yshweh, "The Spirit of God has made
me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life" (33:4). Another
resemblance in this role as creator of man is indicated in Genesis 2:7
where Yahweh "breathed into his [ﬁan's nostrils the breath of life," and
the words of Ra "Let there be breath for your Egyptian{n nostrils."%%
Both Yahweh and Ra were called the creator of man as well as
creator of the earth and the heavens. The followers of Ra simply called
their deity "Creator of all,"85 "who didst make all there is."S® The 0ld
Testament Hebrews called Yshweh "the Maker of all" (Jeremiah 51:19). 1In
the words of Yghweh Himself, "I, the LORD, =m maker of all things"
(Isaiah 44:24). The power of both deities ranged from that of being a
regulator of the affairs of men to that of creator and controller of

every thing that existed. (See TABLE VII, p. 33)

82pianoff, Mythological Papyri, pe 14.

83pianoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-imon, pe 25.

8
4:Pizz::noi‘f, The Tompb of Hamesses VI, p. 169

85
Pianoff, The Shrines of Tut-inkh-imon, pe. 6.




TABLE VII

QUALITY:

CMNNIPOTENCE

33

YAHWEH

"There is no god besides Me. Is
there any god besides Me, or is
there any other Rock? I know of
none"

"The LORD on high is mighty"
"The Mighty One, God, the LORD"

"The eternal God is a dwelling
place, and undernsath are the
everlasting arms"

"He rules by His might forever"

"by Thy great power, and by Thy
strong hand"

"Great is our LORD, and abubndant
in strength"

"Then Ezra blessed the LORD the
great Gog"

"Thou art very great"

"Great is our LORD, and abundant
in strengtnh"

"0 LORD God of heaven, the great
and awesome God"

"the LORD is greater than all
the gods"

"His sovereignty rules over all"

"art Thou not ruler over all
kingdoms of all the nations?
Power and might are in Thy hand
50 that nc one can stand against
Thee"

"1 have knowledge of the Holy
One. Who has ascended into
heaven and descended? Who has

"without his peer"

"Lord of Might"
"mighty one"

"strong of arm"

"Powerful One"
"mighty in his power"

"Lord of power"

"Great”

"Great One of the Great"

"Sovereign"

"Buler of the Rulers"

"Holy Power"
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TABLE VII (continued)

YAHWEH

gathered the wind in His fists?
Who has wrapped the waters in
His garment? Who has established
all the ends of the earth? What
is His name or His Son's name?
Surely you know"

"0 LORD, our LORD, how majestic
is Thy name in all the earth, Who
hast displayed Thy splendor gbove
the heavens"

"In that day the LORD of hosts
will become a beautiful crown and
s glorious diadem"

"And the Ancient of Days took
His seat; His vesture was like
snow, and the hair of His head
like pure wool. His fthrone was
ablaze with flames"

"Great one of splendours"

"mighty one of diadems"

"with a white crown”

"Thou art crowned King of the Gods"
"exalted by the white crown"

"Then God said, 'Let there be « « " [ha created] "the heavens and its

"Thou alone art the LORD.
hast made . . « n"

Thou

"Thou hast msde the heavens, the
heaven of heavens with all their
host, the earth and all that is
on it, the seas and all that is
in them. Thou dost give life %o
all of them"

"And God created man in His own
image"

"Thus the heavens and the sarth
were completed, and all their
host"

*dost give life t0 all of them"

hosts merely by pronouncing some
words whose sound alone evokes
the names of the things--and these
things appear at his bidding"

"ereative power®
"grants existencs"

"the lord who giveth duration fo
all things"

"out of whose form came into being
every form . « o« besides whom
nothing exists"

"beginning of life"



TABLE VII (continued)

YARWEH

RA

"The earth is the LOAD'S and all
it contains, the world, and those
that dwell in it"

"1 will open your graves and cause
you %o come up out of your graves,
dy people; « . « Then you will
know that I am the LORD, when I
have opened your graves and caused
you to come up out of your graves"

"Then God said, 'Let the earth
sprout vegetation, plants yielding
seed, and fruit trees bearing
fruit after their kind, with seed
in them, on the earth; . . . And
the earth brought forth « « » "
"Then God said, 'Let the waters
teem with swarms of living crea-
tures, and let birds fly above
the earth in the open expanse of
the heavens.' And God created
the great sea monsters, and every
living creature that moves, with
which the waters swarmed after
their kind, and every winged bird
after its kind « . . . Then God
said, 'Let the earth bring forth
living creatures . . . cattle and
creeping things and beasts of the
earth . « « ' And Sod made the
beasts of the earth . . . the
cattle . « . and everythine that
creeps on the ground”

"Covering Thyselt with light as
with a cloak, stretching out the
heaven like a tent curtain. He
lays the beams of His upper
chambers in the waters: . . «
He established the earth upon
its foundations, so that it will

not totter forever"

"built His sanctuary like the

"chief over all beings that are
beneath (the sky)"

"ealls the bodies in the
Netherworld-~they breathe and
their decay is arrested"

Ra is said to have made] "the
herbage which maketh the cattle

to live, the fruit trees for men:
He maketh to live the fishes (in)
the river, the fowls heneath the
sky{?) . . . . He msketh the
birds to live, the creeping things
and the flying, as well as what
velongeth t0 them"

"who didst raise the heavens on
high, « « . who didst put down the
earth"

"created . . . earth according to
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TABLE VII (continued)

YAHRWEH

RA

heights, like the earth which He
has founded forever"

"The heavens are Thine, the earth
also is Thine; the world and all
it contains, Thou hast founded
them"

"God created . . « the earth”
"the LORD formed man of dust from
the ground”

"the LORD formed man . . « and
breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a
living being"

"the LORD our Maker™"

"0 LORD, Thou art our Father, we
are the clay, and Thou art the
Potter"

"The spirit of God has made me,
and the ovreath of the Almighty

gives me life"

"breathed intc his nostrils the
breath of life"

"the Maker of all is He"

"I, the LORD, am the msker of all
things"

his plans”

"the world came into béing by thy
hand"

"Thou didst create the earth, thou
didst fashion man"

"he (maketh) to live intelligent
beings"

"Maker of men"

"who mapifests himself at his

hour to make what comes out of
his potter's wheel alive"

"who makes the throat breathe,
who adorns the bodies"”

"Let there be breath for your

nostrils®

"Creator of all"

"who didst make all there is"
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RADIARCE

Ra, as the sun-god, maniiested himself as a visibple light in the

w88 ni11n-

heavens., He was called "Radiating One,"87 "Brilliant One,
minator,"89 "Light,"go and he "who shines in the Mysterious Place."9!
Yahweh is called a "sun" in Psalm B84:11. Many references to His radiance
and brightness are to be found in the 0ld Testament. One oif these
passages reads, "His radiance is like sunlights He has rays flashing from
His hand, and there is the hiding of His power" (Habakkuk 3:4). It is
recorded that Yshweh "knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells
with Him" (Daniel 2:22). Ra was called "great of light,"°% "creating the
rays of 1ight,"93 as well as creating "darkness after his light."94 But
Yshweh created light after darkness was already present (Genesis 1:1-3).
He then created "lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day
from the night" ({Genesis 1:14). These were created "to give light on the
earth" (Genesis 1:15). Ra was ascribed the power to personally light the

98

darkness”" and give "light to the earth."?0 Yahweh also had this power

86Wiedeman, Relieion of the Ancient Leyptians, p. 115.
STpianoff, Mythological Papyri, p. 13

88Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 134; see also Pianorf,
The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, p. 25.

89Pianoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, D. 6.
9Opianoff, Mythological Papyri, p. 15.
N pianoss, The Shrines of Mut-Ankh-Amon, p. 25.
Pianoff, Mythological Papyri, p. l4.

95Wiedeman, op. cit., p. 114,

92

94
Piasnoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, p. 28.

95Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 41

96pianoff, Mythological Papyri, p. 13.
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as stated in Job 29:3, "by His light I walked through darkuness.”" Ra was
described as the one "who lights the people + « . on earth."?7 The
Psalmist says of Yahweh, "In Thy light we see light" (36:9). The light
shed by these two divine beings directly affected man's decisions and
daily life. BRa was called "he who leads millions when he gives light,"98
while Yahweh says, "I will lead the blind by a way they do not know,

s s ¢ o I will make darkness into light before them" (Isaiah 42:16).

(See TABLE VIII, p. 39)
HOLINESS

Olin Curtis says, "the structural characteristic of the one

Triune Spirit [?ahweé] is holiness."99 Yahweh is spoken of many times
throughout the 01d Testament as being holy. The writer of Psalm 60:6
tells us that "God has spoken in His holiness," while Job calls Him "the
Holy One" (Job 6:10). ioses, in his song to Yahweh, asks, "Who is like
Thee among the gods, 0 LORD? Who is like Thee, majestic in holiness?"
(Exodus 15:11). He is a pure God and "the LORD is upright: . . » there
is no unrighteousness in Him" (Psalm 92:15}. "No evil dwells with These"
(Psalm 5:4).

Ra was also accorded the quality of purity or holiness. He was

97Pianoff, The Tomb of Hamesses VI, p. 134

98Pianoff, ¥ythological Papyri, n. 1l4.

9901in A, Curtis, The Christian Faith (New York: Eaton & Mains,
1905) 3 Pe 475,




TABLE VIII

QUALITY:

RADIAKRCE

YAHWEH

Ra

YHis radiance is like sunlight.
He has rays flashing from His
hand, and there is the hiding of
His power"

"For LORD God is a sun"

"He knows what is in the darkness,
and the light dwells with Him"

"In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. And the
garth was formless and void, and
darikness was over the surface of
the deep » « « . Then God said,
'Let fthere be light;' and there
was light"

"Then God said, 'Let there be
lights in the expanss of the
heavens . « « to give light on
the earth'”

"When His lamp shone over my head,
and by His light I walked through
darkness"

"In Thy light we see light"

"I will lead the blind by a way
they do not know, in paths they
do not know I will guide them.
I will make darkness into light
pefore them"

"Radiating One"

"Brilliant One"

"illuminator"

"Lig‘ht"

"who shines in the Mysterious
Place"

"Great of light"

"ereates darkness after his light"

"Creating the rays of light"
"He who gave light to the earth"

Ej_g. lights the darknes:s]

"who lights the people . . « on
ear th"

"He who leads millions when he
gives light"
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called, "great holiness,"100 and one of his deceased followers called
him, "0 Thou Perfect."101 He was called the "Perfect One,"loz the "Holy
One,"105 and the "Sinless One."}9%% It was said of him that "Re is puri-
fied in the Marsh of Reeds, He is pure."105 All evil was driven away
from him,105 and there was "no evil in thee at a11."107 The power of this
god and that of Yahweh was acclained by their respective worshippers as
being pure and holy. This was reflected in a description or Ra which
calls him, "the One whose arm is holy."108 This statement may be com-
pared with Psalm 98:1, which states regarding Yahweh, "His right hand
and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him."

Heoliness may also include beauty. The beauty of Yshweh is
referred to in Psalm 27:4, "the beauty of the LORD," as well as in Isaizh
23:17, "Your eyes will see the King E?ahﬁgé] in his bpeauty." Beauty was
also a quality of the Egyptian deity Ra. He was adored as the "Beautiful

One,"log and the "beautiful . « » god."llo One of his deceased followers

100pianoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, p. 42

101H111yer, The Coming Forth by Day, p. 32.

02
Budge, Books on Heyot: and Chaldsea, p. 9.

03, e 1
Pianoff, Mythological Papyri, p. l4.
104

Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramessgs VI, p. 415.
10%ercer, The Pyramid Texts, p. 78.
06,

Pianoff, Mythological Papyri, p. 4. 107Ipia.
08_ . ‘

Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 156.
109, s

Pianoff, Shrin I Tut-Ankh-Amon, p. 42.

110 .
James Bonwick, Egyptian 3Jelief and Mo Thought, (London:

C. Segan Paul & Co., 1878) p. 11l.
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TABLE IX

QUALITY:

HOLIKRESS

T AHWEH

"God has spoken in His holiness"

"the Holy One"

"Who is like Thee among the gods,

0 LORD? Who is like Thee,
majestic in holiness"

"the LORD is upright; He is my
Roeck, and there is no unright-
eousness in Him"

"No evil dwells with Thee"

"His right hand and His holy arm
have gained the victory for Him"

"Your eyes will see the king in
his beauty"

"and behold the beauty of the
LORD"

"areat holiness"
"0 Thou Perfect®
"0 thou Perfect One"

"the Holy One"

"The Sinless Cne"

"Re is purified in the Marsh of
Reeds, He is pure"

"all evil is driven away from
thee"

"There is no evil in thee at all"

"the One whose arm is holy"

"Beautiful One"

"beautiful . . . god"
"greetings to thee Re, in thy
beauty, in thy beauties"
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cried out, "greetings to thee, Re, in thy beauty, in thy beauties," 1
Both gods appeared to have had a pure beauty and a beautiful purity which

characterized their holiness. (See TABLE IX, p. 41)
JUSTICE

The early worshippers of Ra and those of Yahweh exhibited a
reverential fear and amazement towards their particular deity. There
was an awesomeness connected with their god. Ra was considered to be the
"lord of awe,"ll% while in Psalm 33:8 a statement is found wnich tells us
that the followers of Yahweh "stand in awe of Him." This awesome respsct
stemned from a recognition of the power and justice wielded by & supreme
god. This quality of Jjustice included the decrees and Judgments of the
god and the acceptance on the part of the worshippers of those decisions
88 being just or accurate and truthful. It was said of Za, "Just are the

wlld  nyyg decree is per-

115

ways of the soul of Re « « « ¢« Just is his Soul.
fect and does not fail."!1% He was the god "whose ways are correct."
Those same cualifties are ascrived to Yahweh. Deuteronomy 32:4 states,
"all His ways are Jjust,"™ and Zephaniah says, "Every morning He brings His
justice to light" (3:5). B8than the Ezrahite declares, "Righteousness and
justice are the foundation of Thy throne," (®alm 89:14), and David states,

"the judgments of the LORD are true: they are righteous altogether" (19:9)

lllMercer, ops. cit., p. 137,

lleiedeman, Relicion of the Ancient Egyptians, pe 112e

1
lsPianOff, The Litany of Re, p. 34.
114

Pianoff, Mythologicsal Papyri, v. 1l4.

115Pianoff, The Litany of Re, p. 26.
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Many times a judge is feared, and when that judge is a supreme
god, fear may become quite intense. Yahweh mentions this reaction in
Malachi 1:14, where it is stated, "I am a great King « . . and Iy name is
feared among the nations." His judgments are numerous in the Old Testa-
ment and He is called the Cne who "will arouse a strong scourge" against
those who rebel against Him (Isaiah 10:26). "Fire goes before Him, and
burns up His adversaries" (Psalm 97:3), and "His tongue is like a con-
suming tfire" (Isaiah 30:27). Yet with all this condemnation and Jjudgment
comes the realization by the Hebrews that Yahweh rightly Jjudges each
case. This is stated in the form of a question in Genesis 18:25, "Shall

not the Judge of all the earth [?ahws@] deal Jjustly?"

Ra was also to be feared. He held the title of "Lord of fear"!l®
who "holdeth the scourge“ll7 and also "burns his enemies."l18 He was a
"flame which shoots a tongue of tire"ll9 and was called the "Judge."lzo
It was his duty as the supreme god "to deliver the dead to their judge-
ment " 121 His method of defeating his enemies was by his power and the
use of fire. It was sald of him that "he casteth down his enemies by
nl22

flames of fire and "decrees the flame sgainst his 1:r-z~msg"res.sors."12:3

His enemies were "given over to the flame"1%% after being overthrown by

116g; edeman, loc. cit. 1 7Ibid., p. 113.

118Pianoff, g Litany of Re, p. 28.

Y95 anosf, The Shrines of MTut-Anih-Amon, p. 26.

2 . 21ps .
1 Olbid., Pe 27 lzlPlanoii, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 146.

12
ZWiedeman, op. cit., p. 113,

125Pianoff, The Litany of Re, p. 27.

124Baike, Bgyptian Papyri and Papyrus Huntine, p. 205.
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33125 and struck down.lz6 This act of smiting his enemies is similar to

what is said about the way Yahweh judges His enemies. His duty as supreme
God also was to deliver the dead to their judgment and assign the wicked
their place in the pit. David declares, "Thou, O God, wilt bring thenm
down to the pit of destruction" (Psalm 55:23). An example of a judgment
by Yahweh may be found in Psalm 106:16, where those who became envious of
HMoses and Aaron were consumed by flames., &nlsewhere Yahwen is said to
turn the wicked to ruin (Proverbs 21:12), and He declares in BEzekiel 7:9,
"Iy eye will show no pity, nor will I spare. I will repay you according
{0 your ways, while your abominations are in your midst; then you will
know that I, the LORD, do the smiting." Isaiah states, "Trembling has
seized the godless. Who amonz us cah live with the consuning fire? Who
among us can live with continual burning?" (233:14).

The Hetnerworld was created for the enemies of 33,127

where they
do not see him*28 vecause "darkness covers them." 129 Many of those

people were "destined not to exist."t?0 The wicked ones Judged by Yshweh

were destined to "return to Sheol" (Psalm 9:17), and "never see the light"
(Psalm 49:19), but they do not cease to exist. In his book, Systematic
Theology, S. J. Gamertsfelder says,

While the arguments based on reason are of great value in

theology, we can not rely on them alone for our faith in
immortality . . . « The best possible proof of immortality

125Wiedeman, ope cite, p. 117,

lszianoff, dythological Papyri, p. l4.

127Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 182, lzalbid., p. 129,

129
Ibid., p. 148. 1301piq,
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that can be given is found in the Scriptures.

The wicked dead "are silenced in darkness" (Isaish 2:9), and "Fire
and brimstone and burning wind will be the portion of their cup" (Psalm
11:6). The God of the Hebrews will not tolerate evil. "The face of the
LORD is against evil doers, to cut off the memory of them from the earth”
(Psalm 343:16).

The Jjudgment engaged in by Ra and Yahweh was not all damnatory.
Rz "Jjudgeth the cause of the poor,"132 and Yshweh is the one "who exe-
cutes Jjustice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD
sets the prisoner free" (Psalm 146:7). Justice involved both punishment

of evil and beneficence towards those who were oppressed and in need.

(See TABIE X, p. 46)
TRIUMPH

Supreme judgmeni includes some measure of victory and accom-

plishment on the part of the judge. Ra was called "Victorious One* 198
and the "Great one of valor."l®% He was victorious in what he set out
to do and accomplished his goal.l%® Yahweh was also successful in his
triumph over His enemies. The Psalmist declares that "His right hand
and his holy arm have gained the victory for Him" (98:1), and "the right
hand of the LORD does valiantly" (118:16). He has "accomplished His

wrath" (Lamentations 4:11). (See TABLE XI, p. 48)

131, .
) lsolomon J. Gamertstelder, Systematic Theology (Harrisburg,
Pa.: DBvangelical Pub. House, 1938), p. 581.

132
Wiedeman, op. cit., n. 114,

135Pianoff, IThe Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 160,

134 .
Wiedeman, ov. cit., p. 112,

158 an0rs, Mythological Papyri, p. 14.
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TABLE X

QUALITY:

JUSTICE

YAHWEH

“"gtand in awe of Him"

"all His ways are Jjust"

"every morning He brings His Jjustice
to light; He does not fail®
"Righteousness and justice are the
foundation of Thy throne"

"The judgments of the LORD are
trues they are righteous
altogethert

"l am a great king . « « and My
name is feared asmong the nations"

"And the LORD of hosts will
arouse a strong scourge against
him"

"Fire goes before Him, and burns
up His adversaries round about"

"His tongue is like a consuming
fire"

"Shall not the Judge of all the
earth deal justly?"

"But Thou, 0 God, wilt bring them
down to the pit of destruction"

"Trembling has seized the godless,.
Who among us can live with the
consuming fire? Who among us can
live with continual burning?"

"The flame consumed the wicked"

"turning the wicked to ruin"

"My eye will show no pity, nor
will I spare. I will repay you

"lord of awe"
"Just are the ways of the soul of

Re"
"Just is his Soul"

"his decree is perfect and does
not fail®
"whose ways are correct"

"Lord of fear®

%holdeth the scourge"

"Hternal One who burns his enemies
"flame which shoots a tongue of
fire"

1] Judge"

"$0 deliver the dead to their
Jjudgment"

"He casteth down his enemies by
flames of fire"

"decrees the flame against his

transgressors"

"{hine enemy hath been given over
to the flame, and he hath fallen"

"overthroweth his enemies"

"he who strikes down his enemy"
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TABLE X (continued)

YAHWEH

according to your ways, while
your abominations are in your
midsts; then you will know that I,
the LORD, do the smiting"

"the wicked will return to Sheol”

"He shall go to the generation of
nis fathers; they shall never
see the light"

"the wicked ones are silenced in
darkness"

"Upon the wicked He will rain
spares; Fire and brimstons and
burning wind will be the portion
ot their cup"

"The face of the LORD is against
evil doers, to cut off the memory
¢i them from the earth"

"Who executes Jjustice for the
oppressed; who gives food to the
hungry. The LORD sets the
prisoner free"

[Fhe netnerworld was created for
the enemies of Eé]

[speaking of the wicked in the
netherworlé] "who do not see me"

{speaking of his enemies in the
netherworl@] "Darkness covers
them!

[ot the wicked in the netherworld]
"You are examined before He « + .
you are those who did evil . . .
your souls are destined not to
exist"

"Jjudgeth the cause of the poor"
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TABLE ZI

QUALITY: TRIUMPH

i |
4]
|

YAHWEH RA

"His right hand and His holy arm "Victorious One"
have gained the victory for Him"

"The right hand of the LORD does "Great one of valor"
valiantly"

"The LORD has accomplished His "advancing he accompiishes the
wrath" eng"

MAJESTY

The titles of "King”155 and "King of Eternity"137

n 138

gave to Ra an

nl39

aura of majesty. He was "Lord of heaven and "lord of earthn. Hany

references were found which ascribed to him the attribute of maJesty,140
along with affirmations such as "thou art my Lord and my God."141 mpe

gods also recognized the majesty of 3@142 and had to vay homage %0 him

13671554,

137
Margaret Murray, pgyotian Religious Poetry (London: John

Murray, 1949), p. 64.
1281pid., . 62.

lngianoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, p. 8.

14OIbid., P. 6; see also Pritchard, The Ancient Near East, An
Anthology of Texts and Pictures, De 4o

141Murray, ov. cit., », 80,

1421bid.; see also Wiedeman, loc. cit.
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as he passed by.l45

Yahweh is hailed as king of heaven and earth. Psalm 29:1 states,
"the LORD sits as king forever," while the author of Deuteronomy emphat-
ically declares, "the LORD, He is God in heaven above and on the earth
below; there is no other" (4:39). "He is clothed with majesty" (Psalm
9%:1), and this majesty is recognized by Isaiah, "They [}nhabitants of
the earté] cry out from the west concerning the majesty of the LORD"
(R4:14). A Psalmist gave his affirmation of the majesty of Yanweh when
ne stated, "For I know that the LORD is great, and that our LORD is above
“all gods" (135:5).

There were numerous feasts and celebrations observed in the 0Old
Testament. any of these were ordained by Yshweh and the people were
commanded to observe them. The Feast of Unleavened Bread (Bxodus 23:16),
the Passover reast (Leviticus 23:4-¢), and the Feast of Trumpets (Levi-
ticus 25:24) were some of the celevbrations the Hebrews were to keep.

This concept of having a feast in honor of Yahweh was similar to the

celebrations which were observed by the worshippers of Ra. It was said
that "the two lands [ppper and Lower EgypE] celebrate feasts at his
appearing."l44 Ra was widely acclaimed and worshipped, as was indicated
in the statement, "Acclamations to thee from every land, To the height

of heaven, to the widih of earth, To the depth of the sea."145 Obeisance
was done to him which was, as Wiedeman says, "literally 'smelling the

earth,' the LEgyptian expression of profound reverence." 146 Ra was

43_, o 4
Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 36.

144 . L. . . N
Wiedeman, Religion of the Ancient Hgyptians, p. 118.

145 .
Ibid., p. 115,  148Ibid.



"exalted,"l47 and it was said that "those who are worshipping extol

149

him."l48 His fcollowers sang praises to Him and exclaimed "Glory to

thee, 0 Great One!"lSO
The 014 Testament is replete with references to man's praise of
Yahweh. The Psalmists were probably the most prolific of the 0ld Testa-
ment writers in offering praise to Him. The admonition in 33:8 reads,
"Let all the earth fear the LCRD; let 2ll the inhabitants of the world
stand in awe of Him." A Psalmist tells all creation tc "Praise the LORD
from the heavens « « « in the heights « « « all His angels « « . highest
heavens, and the waters that are above the heavens" (148:1-3}. "Praise
the LORD from the earth . . « all deeps . . . snow and clouds . . . moun-
tains and hills . . . kings of the earth and all peoples" (148:7-11).
Another went on to say, "Come, let us worship and bow down; Let us knesl
before the LORD our Maker" (95:6). It was believed that Yanweh should be
exalted (99:2,5), extolled (107:32), and praised (112:1). One Psalmist
wrote in 96:8, "Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the
LORD the glory ot His name." Yahweh was to ve worsnipped as the Supreme
God, Who was worthy of man's praise and his adoration. (See TABLE XII,

pe 51)
LOVE

One of the reasons why the Hebrews praised Yahweh was because He
loved them. He tells Jeremish, "I have loved you with an everlasiing

love; therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness" (31:3). Moses

14795 edeman, op. cit., p. 113,  481vpid., p. 117.
149%urray, op. cit., p. 65; see also Wiedeman, Op. cit., p. 115.

150Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 193.
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TABLE XII
CUALITY: MAJESTY
YAHWEH RA
"the LCORD sits as king forever" "King"

“the LORD, He is God in heaven
above and on the earth below;
there is no other™

"He is clothed with majesty"

"they cry out from the west
concerning the majesty of the
LORDY

“"For I know that the LOHD is
great, and that our LORD is
above all gods"

"Come, let us worship and bow
down: let us knsel before the
LORD our Maker"

"You shall observe the Feast of
Unleavened Bread . . » as I
commanded you, at the appointed
{ime"

"In the sevenih month on the first
of the month, you shall have a
rest, a2 reminder by blowing
trumpets, a holy convocation”
"These are the appointed times of
the LORD, holy convocations which
you shall proclaim at the times
appointed for them. In the first
month, « o « the LORD'S Passover"

"Let all the earth fear the LORD;
let all the inhabitants of the
world stand in awe of Him"
"Praise the LORD from the

heavens « . « in the heights . «

"King of Eternity"”

"the Lord of heaven"
Plord of earth®

"majesty" [?scribed fo hié]

“thou art my Lord and my God"
"they [Bods] recognize his

ma jesty"

"Glory to Re in the east”
"Glory to Re in the west"

[éll other gods must pay homage
to Ra when he passes by]

"obeisance to thee"

"the two lands celebrate feasts
at his appearing"

"Acclamations to thee from every
land, To the height of heaven,
to the width of earih, To the
depth of the sea"



TABLE XII (continued)

1]

YAHWEH

all His angels . . . all His

hosts « ¢« « Sun and moon « » » all
stars of light . « « highest
heavens, and the waters that are
above the heavens"

"Praise the LORD from the

garth « « o all deeps . « » sSnow
and clouds « « « mountains and
hills « « » kings of the earth and
all peoples.”

"Bxalt the LORD our God"
"He is exalted above all the
peoples”

"Let them extol Him also in the
congregation of the people"

"Praise the LORD"
"Ascribe to the LORD glory and

strength. Ascribe to the LORD
the glory of His name"

"exalted"

"those who are worshipping extol
him"

"Praise to thee"
"Praises are to thee"

"Glory to thee, O Great One"
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tells the Hebrew people at Sinail, "the LORD did not set His love on

you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the
peoples . « « but because the LORD loved you . . " (Deuteronomy 7:8).
This love on the part of Yahweh evoked a positive response from the
Hebrew people until with the Psalmist they exclaimed, "I love the LORD"
(118:1), and admonished others, as David did, to "love the LORD, all you
His godly ones" (Psalm 31:23).

151

The ancient Bgyptians loved their "beloved god" Ra. He was

called "the beloved"!®? and the god “"who grants his love."153 They con-

wlb4

sidered him to be "a great one of love, who reciprocated man's over-

tures of love with his own bequest of love. (See TABLE XIII, below)

TABLE XIII
QUALITY: LOVE

YAHWEH RA
"I love the LORD" "beloved god"
"0 love the LORD, all you His "the beloved"
godly ones"
"The LORD did not set His love "who grants his love"

on you nor choose you because you
were more in number than any of
the peoples « . « but because the
LORD loved you . « &7

"1 have loved you with an ever- "a great one of love"
lasting love; therefore I have
drawn you with lovingkindness"

18lponmick, Eeyptian Belief and Modern Thousht, p. 11l.
152p) anoff, The Shrines of Tut-inkh-Amon, p. 6.
55Pianoff, Hythologieal Papyri, p. 14.

154Wiedeman, Religion of the Ancient Lgypiilans, p. 114.
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TRUTHFULNESS

The ancient Egyptians believed their god, Ra, to have been a god
of truth. What he said as well as what he did was genuine. It was said
that "truth is before Re,"155 and his titles included "Lord of truth,"196

»158 "the One who lives on

"Maker of Truth,"157 "The True of Word,
truth,"19 and he who "liveth in truth every day."lso

Truthfulness is also an important attribute of Yahweh. His ver-
acity is attested to in many places throughout 0ld Testament literature.
He is called "the God of truth" (Isaish 65:16), and it is stated in
Jeremiah 4:2 that Yszhweh lives in truth. David declares, "Thy truth
reaches to the skies" (Psalm 108:4). Ethan says, "lovingkindness and
truth go before Thee" (Psalm 89:14), and the Psalmist in 117:2 states,
"The truth of the LORD is everlasting." He also affirms, "all Thy

commandments are truth" (119:151}. David calls Yahweh "the LORD, the

LORD God, . . » abounding in . . . truth" (Psalm 34:6).

The truthfulness of these two deities also involved a future
existence for their followers. This life was to be, for the followers
of Ra, "a complete existence under Truth to which evil does not come, 161

The worshippers of Yahweh also could look forward to an existence ruled

in truth. Zechariah records the words of Yahweh in 8:8 as, "I will bring

155Mercer, The Pyramid Texis, p. 268,

156wiedeman, op. cit., p. 116.  197Ibid., p. 117.

158, :11yer, The Coming Forth by Day, p. 32.

159Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses‘VI, pe 180

160ys edeman, op. cite, Do 116e

161Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 180.
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TABLE XIV

QUALITY:

TRUTH

YAHWEH

"lovingkindness and truth go
before Thee"
"Thy truth reaches the skies"

"the truth of the LORD is ever-
lasting"

Ythe God of truth"

"all Thy commandments are truth"

"As the LORD lives, in truth . .

"
o

"I will bring them back, and they

will live in the midst of Jeru-
salem, and they will be My peopl
and I will be their God in truth
and in righteousness"

g

"truth is before Re"

"Lord of truth"

"Maker of Truth"
"The True of Word"

"the One who lives on truth"
"liveth in truth every day"

"I have decreed for them [fol-
lowers or ia] a complete existence

under Truth to which evil does not

come"
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them back, . « . and they will be My pecple and I will be their God in
truth and righteousness." Both gods were considered by thelr worshippers
to be truthful and trustworthy in all their relationships with creation

and man. (See TABLE XIV, p. 55)
GOODNESS

The affection shown to Qa by the ancient Egyptians and the love
ot the 0ld Testament Hebrews for Yahweh were evidenced by statements found
in their respective literaturss. This affection was demonstrated partly
because of the goodness of Ra and Yahweh. The followers of Ra said '"Re
is good each day."152 They called him "The Good God,"163 who was "kindly
of heart towards him who calleth upon him."l64 His worshippers adored
him as "He whose name is pleasing,"165 and "Lord of sweetness.”"t%® Joel
spoke about the goodness of Yahwsh when he wrote, "FNow return to the
LORD « « o for He is gracious and compassionate, « . « abounding in
lovingkindness” (2:13). David affirms, "How great is Thy goodness" (Psalm
31:19), and, "The LORD is good to all" (Psalm 145:9). The Psalmist
admonishes people to "Sing praises to His name for it is lovely" (135:3),
and declares, "How sweet are Thy words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than
honey to my mouth™ (119:103). The goodness of Yahweh and that of Ra
appeared to be similar, with each showing his goodness towards men. (See

TABLE XV, p. 57)

)
1°“Mercer, The Pyramid Texts, p. 30,

16%p;i anots, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, D. 6e
164y sdeman, op. cit., p. 11l4.

165p;ianofs, Mythological Papyri, p. 14. 166Wiedeman, loc. cit.
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TABLE XV

QUALITY:

GOODHESS

YAHWEH

"Now return to the LORD your God,
for He is gracious and com-
passionate, . « . abounding in
lovingkindness"

"How great is Thy goodness"
"The LORD is good to all"

"Sing praises to His name for it
is lovely"

"How sweet are Thy words to my
tastes Yes, sweeter than honey
to my mcuth"

"Re is good each day"
"Kindly of heart towards him who
calleth upon him"

"The Good Gog"

"He whose name is pleasing"

"Lord of sweetness"
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PROVIDENCE

The goodness of Yahweh and Ra found expression through divine
government. Yahweh was considered by the 0ld Testament Hebrews to be the
provider and sustainer of all that exists. The Psalmist David declares,
"0 LORD, Thou preservest man and beast" (36:6). The words of Yashweh, as

found in Psalm 50:10-12, follow:

For every beast in the forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand
hills. I know every bird of the mountains, and everything that
moves in the field is Mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell
yous for the world is Mine, and all it contains.

He is the ruler of all the earth, as Rg was said to have been, "the

circumference of the earth is under his orders."167 Yahweh gave "the

sun for light by day, and the fixed order of the moon and the stars for

light by night" (Jeremiah 31:35). He "ordained" the moon and stars

(Psalm 8:3), which the ancient Egyptians said was the feat of gg.lse

The governmental actions of these two deities included not only
Jurisdiction over creation in general but authority over man and the

inhabitants of earth. Ra was credited with "making to live the herds of

the desert,"169

while the Psalmist declares,

He [Yahweh' sends forth springs in the valleys; they flow
between the mountains; they give drink to every beast of the
field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst (104:11). He
causes the grass to grow for the cattle (104:14).

167pianoff, Mythological Papyri, p. l4.

168pjanoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh—-Amon, p. 26.

1693 odeman, Religion of the Ancient Egyptians, p. 116.
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Ra was called the "Renewer of the earth,"l70 and Psalm 104:30 says
concerning Yahweh, "Thou dost renew the face of the ground." When Yahweh
created man He provided the breath of life to sustain him (Genesis 2:7).
The Psalmist David also states, "they who sesk thse LORD shall not be in
want of any good thing" (Psalm 34:10), and "[ﬁq] delights in the prosperity
of His servant" (Psalm 35:27). Elihu says, "If they hear and serve Him,
they shall end their days in orosperity’ (Job 36:11). Yahweh takes
pleasure in oroviding the needs of His people (Psalm 107:33-38), and He
is "good to all, . . « His mercies are over all His works" (Psalm 145:9).

The ancient dgyptians believed in the ability of Za to provide
for their needs and give them a prosperous life. They called him

w17l apnd "Lord of Plenty."172 His concern as it related to

YProsperity
the world, was "to take care of those who are in it."”5 He was the one

"who givest breath to sustain all that he has made."t 7 Like Yahweh he

sought "good for his creatures"l75 and provided for their needs.
The needs of the ancient sgypfians included the necessity for a

personal relationship with their god. They accorded to Ha the ability

to hear "the prayer of him who is in affliction."176 They evidently

experienced some emotional fulfillment as indicated in the statement,

wl77

"He cometh as the Nile to those who love Him,. This experience may be

compared with the relationship of ths 0ld Testament Hebrews to Yahweh.

170Pianoff, The Litany of Re, p. 26,

171y edeman, op. cit., p. 114. L7

“Ivid., p. 117.

175Pianoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 9.
174 . . . y \
Pianoft, The Shrines of Tut-inkh-~dmon, p. 9.
177

175%; edeman, op. cit., . 115, 175Ibid., p. 114. Ibid.
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The need for a positive response to a plea for divine aid is answered in
Psalm 86:7, where it is recorded, "In the day of my trouble I shall call
upon Thee, for Thou wilt answer me." Yahweh says, "I will pour out water
on the thirsty land and streams on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit
on your offspring, and lly blessing on your descendants" (Isaiah 44:3).

Yahweh and Ra provided a complete and abundant supply of gifts

and benefits for their followers. The wealth and riches given by Yahweh
are bestowed as "a gift" (Ecclesiastes 5:19). The sons of Korah declare
in Psalm 48:10, "Thy right hand is full of righteousness." Yahweh
promises "long life" (Psalm 91:16) to His followers. An example is found
in II Kings 20:6 where He told Hezekiah, "I will add fifteen years to
your life." This personal concern for man and the ability to change his
life-span were also characteristics ascribed to Ba by his worshippers.
They believed Ra to have been an abundant provider for their needs. They

w178 and

declared, "His two hands give gifts to him that loveth him,
"thy graces make weary the arms."l79 "He doubles the years of him he
likes."180  As tnhe "Lord of protection,"l81 he was a "refuge of his
created pGOple,"182 "a good protector of him whom he placed in his
heart."183 His protection extended to those who were asleep, for it was

said of him, "he watcheth over all who repose.“ls4

1781bid., p. 113. 17°Ibid., p. 115.

180pjanofs, Mythological Papyri, p. 14.

181Wiedeman, op. cit., p. 113,

182Pianoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, p. 6.

183pianoff, Mythological Papyri, p. l4.
18

4Wiedeman, op. cit.; ps 115,
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Yahweh, like Ra, could be expected to protect those who would
follow him. Isaiah 25:4 reads, "For Thou hast been . . . a rafuge."
David states, "Thou, C LORD, wilt kesp them; Thou wilt preserve him from
this generation forever" (Psalm 12:7). The Psalmist declares, "He who
dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in ths shadow of the
Almighty. I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, my God, in
whom I trustd' (91:1-2) Yahweh promised protection even to those who
sleep. David says in Psalm 4:8, "In peace I will both lie dowa and sleep,
for Thou alone, O LORD, dost make me to dwell in safety.”

There is another aspect included in the attrivute of providence.
The promise of life after death was present in both the ancient Lgyptian
literature pertaining to Ra, and a few 0ld Testament references to

135 186

Yahweh. BHa was called "Life" and the "Lord of Life." Wnen his

followers died they went to be with their god. This was indicated in the
statement, "Ehé] glorified ones go forth towards him.”l87 This appears
similar to Daniel 12:13 where Yanweh says, "But as for you [@anieg, go
your way to the end; then you will enter into rest and rise again for
your allotted portion at the end otr the age."

The provision of life, whether mortal or immortal, included
protection, sustenance, communication, and a degree of mutual fellowship.
The ancient Lgyptians avparently received this experientally from their
worsnip of Ka, while the 0ld Testament Hebrews experienced fulfillment
in their worship of Yshweh, the "fountain of life" (Psalm %6:9). (See

TABLE XVI, p. 62)

1851p34., p. 114. 186

ld?Wiedeman, ope cite, »e 118,

ianotf, The Litany of He, p. 133.
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TABLE XVI

QUALITY:

PROVIDENCE

YARWEH

RA

"For every beast of the forest is
Mine, the cattle on a thousand
nills. I know every bird of the
mountains, and everything that
moves in the field is Mine. If I
were nungrys, 1 would not tell you;
for the world is Mine, and all it
contains"

"Who gives the sun ror light oy
and tne iixed order oi the moon
the stars for light oy night"
"the moon and the stars which Thou
hast ordained"

day,
and

"0 LORD, Thou preservest man and
beast"

"He sends forth springs in the
valleyss they flow between the
mountains; they give drink to
every beast of the field: the wild
donkeys quench their thirst. He
causes the grass to grow for the
cattle"

"Thou dost renew the face of the
ground"

"who delights in the prosperity of
His servants"

"If they hear and serve Him, they
shall end their days in prosperity"

"they who seek the LORD shall not
be in want of any good thing"

"the circumference of tne earth
is under his orders'

"oives orders to his stars"

"making to live the herds of the
dessert”

"Renewer of the earth"

"Prosperity"

"Lord ot Plenty"
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TABLE XVI (continued)

"He changes a wilderness into a
pool of water; and a dry land into
springs of water; and there He

makes the nungry to dwell, . . . He

blesses them . « . He does not let
their cattle decreass"

"and breathed into his nostrils
the breatn of life"

"The LORD is good tc all, and

His mercies are over all His works"

"In the day of my itrouble I shall
call upcn Thee, for Thow wilt
answer me"

"For I will pour out water on the
thirsty land and streams on the
dry grounds; I will pour out My
Spirit on your offspring, and My
blessing on your descendants"

"Thy right hand is full of
righteousness”

"as for every man to whom God has
given riches and wealth, He has
also empowered him to eat from
them and to receive his reward and
rejoice in his labor; this is the
eift of God"

"I will add fifteen years to your
life"

"with long life will I satisfy him"

"For Thou hast been . « ., a refuge”

"to take care of those who are in
it [the worid]"

"Who givest breath to sustain all
that he has made"

"seeking good for his creatures"

"Hearing the prayer of him who is
in affliction”

"He cometh as the Nile to those
who love him"

"thy graces make weary the arms"
"His two hands give gifts to him
that loveth him"

"he doubles the years otf him he

likes"

"refuge of his created people"
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o4

{continued)

YAHWEH

"Thou, O LORD, wilt keep them;
Thou wilt preserve him from this
generation forever"

"He who dwells in the shelter of
the Most High will abide in the
shadow of the Almighty. I will
say to the LORD, 'My refuge and
my fortress, my God, in whom I
trust'™

"In peace I will both lie down
and sleep, for Thou alone, O
LORD, dost make me to dwell in
safety"

"But as for you, go your way to
the end; then you will senter into
rest and rise again for your
allotted porticn at the end of
the age"

"with Thee is the fountain of
Life"

"Lord of protection"

"He 1s a good protector of him
whom he placed in his heart"

"he watchetih over all who repose"

"glorified ones go forth towards
him"

"Lord of life"
nLi fe"
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FATHERHOOD

A deity who is man's creator, provider and protector, and who
answers his prayers could be considered a personal god. The followers
of Ra recognized the personal tie between their god and themselves. The
statement, "O my father, O Re,"l88 made by a deceased Egypiian queen,
was indicative of this personal relationship between Ha and his wor-
shippers. An BEgyptian king who had died was also said tc have greeted
"his father Re."189

The Hebrew people called Yahweh their Father in numerous places
throughout the 0ld Testament. Isaish declares, "Thou, O LORD, arf our
Father" (63:16). The Psalmist, Ethan, makes this relationship even mors
individually personal when he states, "Thou art my rather, my God"

(89:26). (See TABLE XVII, bvelow)

TABLE XVII

QUALITY: FATHERHCCD

YAHWEH RA

"Thou O LORD, art our Yrather [&eceased gqueen declareé] "0 my
father, O Re"

"Thou art my Father, my God" [ﬁeceased king] "greets his
father Re"

188 ercer, The Pyramid Texts, p. 510.  8%Ivid., p. 301.



SUMMARY

The characteristics ascribed to Yanweh and Ra oy their worshippers
were compared and analyzed in this chapter. These characteristics are
uniqueness, knowledge, changelessness, duration, transcendence, omni-
presence, omnipotence, radiance, holiness, Jjustice, triumph, majesty,
love, truthfulness, goodness, providence, and fatherhood. Similsrities
and dissimilarities were noted between Yshweh and Za and a certain

disjunctiveness within Ha himself.



CEAPTER IV

SUMMARY , CCNCLUSICHS AND RECOMHEEDATIONS

FCR FURTHER STUDY

The purpose of this study was to compars the atiributes of Ra as
reflected in ancient Egyptian literature with those attributes of Yahweh
found in the 0ld Testament. This was done in both textual and tabular
form in order to give certain background information on the religion of
the ancient Egyptians, and to present material which would aid in better

understanding some of the reasons for Hebrew idolatrous practices.
SUMBMARY

A survey of ancient Egyptian literature revealed several direct
translations of Egyptian religious texts. These, along with the Habrew
literature of the 014 Testament, were used as the bases for comparing
the attributes of Yghwep and Ra.

hgypt was one of the earliest civilizations in the cnronology of
time. Many Bgyptian monuments were inscribed with religious repressn-
tations describing their god Ra. The Egyptian literature of the New
Kingdom period (1580-1085 B.C.) was replete with songs and prayers to
Ba. This time period was chosen because it corresponds to the biblical
period in which some of the 0ld Testament books were written.

During this period of ancient Egyptian history, the sun-god, Ra,

was known a8s the only visible manifestation of Atum, the All. Ra was

worshipped as actually being Atum but in a visible forme. All other gods

67
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of ancient Egypt were only forms of the supreme god, Ra. This worship
appeared to be a pantheistic form of belief in one god.

Ra was depicted as the sun-god who daily traveled over the back
of the sky-goddess, HNu-%, to be swallowed by her at night. During the
night hours he traveled through the Netherworld to be born again at
sunrise from Nu-t. The followers of Ra went to be with him after death,
while the wicked dead went to the Netherworld where they existed in a
realm of darkness and could not see Ba as he passed. There the wicked
were either punished by various kinds of torture, or were annihilated.
The righteous dead traveled with Ba in his solar barge, became kings and
Judges of the departed, or tock on lunar and solar characteristics.

Ra and Yahweh were accorded many attributes by their respective
worshippers. They were unigue deities, all-knowing, and changeless.
Each was aware of man's activities and presided over all creation as an
only god, existing before all creation. ZEach was mysteriously powerful,
transcending all that man could comprehend. Humanity could not fully
know either deity because of finite incomprehensibility of the divine
makeup of Yahweh and Ra. Both deities were believed to have been
eternal, everlasting gods who were present in all parts of creation a$
all times. Their power was supreme and both had many titles which were
indicative of power and strength. Each was claimed to be a sovereign
ruler of all the universe including mane

This study revealed much material relating to the royalty and
majesty of these two gods. Each displayed his splendors by the glorious
creation of the beauties of the universe as well as of life itself. As

the source of life, each of these deities gave life and breath to all
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animated creation.

Radiance was ascribed to the sun-god, Ra, as well as to Yahweh.
This radiance invelved a personal quality as well as the brilliance which
resulted from the creation of light énd the celestial bodies.

Holiness and justice appeared to have been integral parts of the
worship of Yahweh and of Ra. Each god was believed to have been posessor
of a pure nature which allowed him to deal Jjustly and righteously with
all people. The respective devotees of Yahweh and Ra believed that their
god was able to Jjudge evil and goodness, including the cause of the
oppressed and the poor. The triumph of each god over evil and his lord-
ship over all that exists were causes for praise, adoration, and love on
the part of the worshippers. This love was reciprocated by the goodness
of each god in providing for the temporal and eternal needs of his own
followers. Both Yahweh and Ra provided sustenance for man and beast,
order for the universe, and an existence after death for their ftrue
followers.

The need for a personal relationship with their respective god
was apparently satisfied through the Hebrew worship of Yahweh and the
ancient Egyptian worship of Ra. Both gods were called father, heard
prayers, and protected their own followers in earthly life as well as in

life after death.

CORCLUSIONS

Many of the attributes accorded to Ra were similar to those
ascribed to Yahweh. However, there were a few strikingly dissimilar
characteristics which must not be overlooked.

Yahweh and Ra both appeared to have similar titles and powers.
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Bach deity was believed to have been the very first of all creation and
the creator of all that exists. But Ha was said to have tormed or
created himself at a point in time, whereas Yahweh has always existed
and was not created. This is a significant contrast since it gives
credence to the eternality of Yanhwsh and points out a disjunctiveness
within the eternal makeup which was ascribved to Ra. [Ra was called the
god who came into being in the bveginning of time. It would appear to be
a contradiction for the ancient igyptians to have called him the maker
of time, who was beyond all time. But Yashweh existed betore time and was
in the bpeginning.

The respective worshippers of Yahweh and Ra accorded to their god
the ability to know what was transpiring throughout the universe and to
be aware of man's activities at all times. This ability was unchangable
and was an integral part of the stability of essence and character intrin-
sic to each of the deities.

Ra was regarded as an eternal god who could not be known by his
followers. This was similar to what the Old Testament Hevrews believed
concerning Yshweh. Sach deity was sovereign and omnipotent; each ruled
or dominated all creation with absolute authority. The kgyptians could
not understand the mysterious nature of Ra, nor could the Hebrews fathom
the depths of secrecy which surrounded Yahweh.

kach god was ever-present and all-powerful. This power inveolvsd
not only the fiat power of creation but the capacity to rule over every
part of creation including authority over the rulers of men. lach had
power over man's physical death and was the source of all life. As the
source of life, each god was considered to have been the creator of man.

Ra was sald to have created by his own words all that exists, including
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man. This creation was the act of one singular deity. The Hebrew concept
of creation was quite ditfterent. Ilan, as well as all creation, was made
by more than one person, tne singular deity, Yahweh. Genesis 1:26-27
states, "and God said, 'Let us make man in our image, according to our
likeness « « « «' And God created man in His own image, in the image of
God He created him; . . . " Although the creative act of Yahweh was
similar to that of Ra, the difierence was within the creator. ZIoth
deities spoke and creation came into being, but Yahweh acknowledged more
than one person in the Godhead. He spoke in the first chapter of Genesis
about creating man in gur image and after our likeness, yet it is stated
that God created man in His image. When Yahweh spoke, He spoke in the
plural, but the account was written in the singular. Moses records that
even before the creation account following Genesis 1:3, '"the Spirit of
God was moving over the surface of the waters" (Genesis 1:2). There was
a definite dissimilarity between the creator, Ha, and the Creator, Yahweh.

The sun-god, A2, was described in many places as a brilliant or
radiant god. He was believed to have been able to lead people by his
light. XYashweh also had the ability to lead mankind by His light. This
ability could have been either a similarity or a dissimilarity between
Iahweh and Ra. If this was, on the part of Ra, only a physical giving of

light, then it would be dissimilar to the ability of Yanweh to give

spiritual light to lsad His followers through spiritual darkness. But
if this was speaking of a spiritual light bestowed upon man by Ra, then
it would be a similarity.

Purity and holiness were ascribed to both Yahweh and Ra. Each
god was without sin and had no evil within his nature. Secause of this

trait, each deity was able to judge perfectly both evil and righteousness.
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Both used fire %o punish evil and decreed for the wicked an eternity of
punishment in darkness.

The triumph of Ra over evil and all opposition secured for him
titles which reflected his majesty and position as supreme ruler of all.
Yahwenh was also accorded royal titles by His followers. Feasts were
implemented by the respective worshippers of Ra and Yshweh, and observed
by the worshippers as a form of praise and adoration.

There appeared to be a similarity between the emotional or ex-
periential relationship of the devotees of Ra, and those who worshipped
Yahweh. Bach deity "came" to his followers and the result apparently
was a reciprocal love. This experience involved prayers and petitions
on the part of man, and kindness, beneficence, and sustenance on the part
of the god. Ra was said to have been the renewer of the earth who pro-
vided food and comforts for man and beast as well as order and sustenance

for the rest of creation. Yahweh answered the pleas of the Hebrews in

many ways, and provided for them a constant supply for their every need.
His love included the pleasure of giving good gifts to His followers.
These gifts included peace, happiness, and safety in eternal existence.
The followers of Ra were promised the same type of existence. The
relationship between each god and his followers appeared to be more of a
father and son relationship than that of omnipotent creator and subser-
vient creature., However, a reverential fear and a feeling of awe was
also a part of this relationship between the worshipper and his god.
The Hebrew monotheistic concept of Yahweh as the one and only
God appears to be substantiated in that: (1) Yahweh is the only pre-
existent God, inasmuch as Ra was depicted as self-created, (2) no

inconsistencies were observed within the nature and makeup of Yahweh
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whereas a disjunctiveness was noted within Ra in that he was said to have
made himself in the beginning of time yet he was supposed to have been
the maker of time, and (3) the worship of Yahweh is still a major world
religion whereas the worship of Ra terminated centuries ago.

This study has indicated that due to the similarities Dbstween the
worship of Ha and Yahweh, the period of the Hgyptian captivity, with its
exposure to the ancient sgyptian religion, could have been one of the

causes for thne subsequent Hebrew propeansity towards idolatry.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

Some interesting questions were raised by this study which
suggest areas of further investigation.

First, the question of the disjunctiveness between the self-
creation of Ra and the eternality of Yshweh provides a vast area for
further study. This involves an inquiry into the revelation of Yshweh
to mankind and whether or not part of this revelation was made to the
Egyptians vnrior to the period of history encompassed by this study.
Further investigation may include the possivility of the worship of Ha
being a corrupted form of this divine revelation by Yahweh.

Secondly, the dissimilarity between the singular god, Ra, and the
triune God, Yahweh, suggests an area of possible inquiry into the New
Pestament ramifications involved in the attributes of Yahweh as they
compare with the characteristics of Ba. Since the New Testament was not
used in this study, much information revealing additional activities and
functions of Iahweh was bsyond the scope oif this investigation.

Thirdly, the guestion as %o whether the light given to mankind

by Ba was physical or spiritual suggests an area for further study
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invelving exegesis of the word light as found in the ancient Egyptian
literature,

Finally, a study into the social effects of this ancient Egyptian
religion on the life of the 0ld Testament Hebrews from the time of the
gxodus from Egypt to the return of the Hebrews from the Babylonian cap-
tivity, tracing the Hebraic propensity towards idolatry, could be

rewarding.
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