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205 Bast Third Street,
Yewberg, Oregon.

Near ¥riend:--

The letter you handed me from Hargarete Lilts
has been read with interest, and [ =m returning ii herewith,
though perhaps you wanted me Utc do something aboub it.

."ve haa to be hard=hearGed about such letters, thdugh
it wrin.e my heart to do it. But there are two cunsiderations
that maxe me feel that I cannot personally respond to calls of
this sort from unknown persons. o

The first is the conviction, amounting to certainty so
far as I sm concerned, that it is a very uneconomical w»ay to '
send aid. The Arerican Friends Cervice Committee says thatii
is only one third as effective (o give individually in this way
as to send the ‘money to the *¥3C fur distribution. Scnding in-
dividual packages means that the food costs much more uer unitb,
transportation charges are much higher, and other expenscs are
much greatlers bhan where 100U 1s Duughl in wholesale quantities
and at bottom prices, in tne places where this food can ve Be~
cured to best advantage and with minimum cost of transportation.
Wny buy chocvlate hnere, for instance, andg ship it clear across
the continent and tnen across the ocean, when it could as wall
be bought in _Switzerland and shigopend only #cross an interna=
tional vorder? (I don'teguarantce trat they have any animals
or fields or trees or factories in Switzerland that produce
chocolate, but the' nature of the illustration is nct impaired.)

¥y sccond reason for refusing tige ressond to these pere
sonal appeals is the fact that it is not the way to insure the
delivery of the food or cther relief to those who most need ite /7 ¢
The latest commanicstion from C/HE centzins the following: 4

o OARE WARNS AGAINST RACKET IN GERMARY. Paul Comly ¥rench, b
Executive Directer for CARE, warns against a ¥racket"operating %
in Germany maxzing it possible for people Lo solicit help in i
this country. The man who operates it claims to run & "foreign 3
delivery service", and for a fee will send his clients "guar= i ﬁ
anteed genuine addresses of ten well=to=do citizens of.foreign
‘countries” chiefly in the United States,"along with a form

letter for solicitation of cere packages.” i

: I had oreviously had correspondence on the same sub~
ject with the American Friends Jervice Committee, and they told. .
_me of their own attitude, suggested in this letter, that ey
could not respond to 1ndividua1 appeals from unknown persons. ,

3

vﬂ!’ﬂhay;riﬁd thet clever ond in some cases umscrupulous ersoms

3 l§§$¢‘ﬂﬁasd,andaggéreaaen of preminent and well=-go-do peap.
n thi 6Ty, ~then write to many of them, f A
' n to their need as eonpaudw



ritte :lletm-a, and t;hey found thit in 90% of
cases the writers of these lotters were better off than

: i';"tm.’r qaighbora, and not among the most needy in the city. k-,

-1 know an attitude of refusal to respond to such in-
dlvidual gppeals seems terrydbly hard-boiled. This letter you
reécelved beals every eviaence of sincerity and need and worthie
ness, anud for'a guess is Jjust what it secems to be. (n the other
hand, one who wus a clover enough crook wcoculd seek to make the
letter seem Juet what this one seems to bey and a contribution
pent Lo this address might be relief for 2 very needy group of
folks (when the same smount sent to the /'FSC could give the
same amount of relief to three times that y), or it might
be a gift to the most fortunate and the least needy person in
that town -- it might even make its way tc the black market.

In cases where I have received such letters, T have re-
plied as t?ctfullf ag my lefl-handedness would admit, not accus-
ing the writer of erookednese, but pointing out the fact that
1 ‘cannot be sure, for Lhere are crooks uging this rackct, wana
and the further fact that my gift given throsgh the JF6C or other
Buch orgeanization would go farther snd feed more pecple than Lf
invested in individual gift packages.

Sincgrcly your friend,

;t’

Levi T, Penningten.,
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