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0% Josus Christ's humanity when He who was a dJew , , ., and remained a Jowu

¥

+3111 His last breath, confronted Jewish culture with a hard challense.’

(Klausner),3 "Rabbi Klausner defended the Jewish svstem

/

that Christ imperilled the Jewish civiliza

C“f'

ion by abstrac

.

ethics from the rest of the social 1ifa.“@ YJudaism is a national 1life and

11

-ty

;_..:

a , , . in

Jesus came and thrust aside all the reoulrerents of a natio

i

their stead He set up nothing, but an ethico-religious system bound up with-

= e
in His conception of the Godhead, "’ BEvery culture at has taken root in

history has rejected Christ, because thev all found in Christ a real

Richard H, Niebuhr in "Christ and Culture" points out the followine
facts concerning “"culturasl defenders against Christianity,.”

at the Christian contewnt

jon)

(1) The eultural defenders are annove

for present 1ife, and their confidence in immortality, {(2) Jesus Christ

His Grace, and does not sw for human ac

encourages men o

culture with its necessary concentration on human effort." (3)
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to destroy the wnity , , , of

any cul

monotheism

the Roman cu

q
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ture depsnd
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tutions of




with wnbelief, but as the wrestline, and the reconciliation of faith with
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the Christ and culture problem when he had to
strogele with the Judaizers and Millenizers in his sndeavour to translate
the gospel into their language and thoucht pattern, The early Christian

this problem in its strusele with the Homan Empire,

ons and philosophies of the
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apacy and the monastic mwovemesnt is another chapter in the history
of the Christ and culture problem, The problem was alse enlivened t

Augustinian Platonism, and Thomistic Aristotelianism, the Heformation and
the Renaissancs, the Revival and the Enlighltenment, and liberalism

Social Gosnel,

H, Richard Niebuhr gi to the problem in his

Christ and Culture.” Thes
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the next chapter, Heference will be made to John the Apostlse, Paul,
Tertullisn and Avncustine, Thomas Aguinas and Martin Iuther, Ritschl and Tolstovw,
The vroblem consists of an investiration into the tvee of relaltion-
shiv Jesus Christ maintained to the Jewish culture,
although sufficient Jjustification is alireadsy
the fact that Christ is Lord of human
should want to know what Christ's
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1 will be the boolk of

s50Urce ma

centration is on the Gospsl of

Sources directly addresssd teo the title

under consideration seem to be rather scarves, The thems of the

be approached from two ansles ~~ negative and positive, Peositive study in-

.

volees apainst, and the
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cludes those instances wh

negative study includes those instances where «
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sus did ralise His wvolce
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The content of this chapter consists of a survey of "Christ an

I

Culture” by H, Richard Wiebuhr, In his book he zives five typical answers
to the problem of Christ and Culture, Of these five, three are clossly re-

lated, ‘'These three sndeavour to =qually distin

£ ” -
for examnles

o~
AN
s

TN
L
S

4 Y -
(L} The monastic movement apDe: lc%ﬂ the church to abandon the world,
In the second category there is fundamental agreewsnt heltween Christ

and eculture, Christ is the hero of histeorv, His 1ife

ars ra-

createst human achievement, In Christ

Q
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mankind are brought to a point of culmination, The "Social heritage" is
"transmitted and conserved," and Christ is 2 part of this social heritace
thus transmitited and conserved,

The third catepory of answers emphasize the difference between Christ

and culture, However, atlempt is made Lo some extent to hold these differences

™ € 3 4

together in some unity. By trying to hold these differences together 2 cor-

i,.
g
[¢]

tain attempt to combine t hority of Christ and culture is also made,
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the old: "yet it contains very explicit staterents about the Christians'®

ations to

requirements of

o

nortra a radi

by the fact of versecution in which the Christians Tind themselves,

e
o
"
[o N
e
3

ng to Hichard Hiebuhr, this view 1s much more evident in the

&

first letter of John, TFor John, lovalty to Christ means rsiection of cultural

PLI—
soclety,

Love not the world neither the things that are in the world,
If anv man love the world, the love of the Father iz not in him,
For a1l that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes and the pride of life is not of the Father but is of
the world,

(18t John 2:15-16)



0

The Christian lovalty is extended not only to 2 merely spiritual
Christ, but al to the Christ who ig visible and tangible in history, This

Jesus is the Christ of history as well as the Son of God who is "inseparably

united with the unseen father in love and righleocusnsss in the powsr to

Fd
achieve and authority to Gomm?md,"Li

John's clear statements about positive Christian 1ife is followed

by an "Emphatic Negative" The cultural socisiy 1s to be rejeclted by the

Christians, dJohn draws a clear line between brotherhood of the children of

God and the world, To Jdohn, the world means svery influsnce ocutside of church,

It is the Philosovhy of the System, It does not wesan the literal world with

its nature and all that goes with it, It is the world of human thinking: it
is the world of culture in the true senss

"The world passes away and the Iust thereof" (John 2:17)3 not only
because it is concerned with tewporzl soods, and contains the innsr contraw-

dictions of hatred and lie, but also because Christ has come to destrov the

works of the devil and because faith in Him is the vietery which overcomss

the world, Hence the lovaltv of the belisver is dirscted entirelv toward
the Hew Order, the new Socistv and the Ioro,l?

In the writings of the church fathers of the second century similar
attitudes were Found, It was Tertullian who radicalised this view, 'The hest

read books of this time such as the "Isaching of the Twslve"”, "The Shevherd

of Hermas", the Epistle of Barnabus, and the first Fvistls of Clewment, all
talk about Christianity as a way of 1ife, vatl aqulite separats from culture,

Clement of Alexandria considered the Christianz as a third race. For Clement
Christians were a "peculiar peovle," Harnack summarised the helief of the
early Christians as follows:

(a) People are older than the world,

(b) The world is created for our sakss,



Q

(¢) The world is carried on for our sakes,

(d) Evervthing in this world is subject to us and must serve us,

"

ng in this world, the beginning, the course and aend ol

history is revealed to us and lies transparent to our eves,

Yo shall take part in the Judgment of the world and ocurselves snjoy

eternal bliss,

g,
ler

tullian

Tertullian, who somewhat radicalised this view, recoegnized the suth-

of Christ, Along with the recognition of Christ's azuthority he

up o negative morality, Tertullian strongly rejected the authority and clainms
ture on wmen, Secause he belisved that "sin® resided in culture, he
came close to thinkine, says Hiebuhr, that original sin is transmitted through
culture and societv, He denounced the pagan faith and polities and vhilosophv

and art, YAwav," he exclaims, "with all attempis

stories, to Flatonic and dialectic composition,

faith we desarve no

. i 3 ETEY
further AP could > himse 1l

and the church from reliance on particinatine in culture even thoush it was

Tolstoy attacked 21l asvects of sscular

11
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s the church as
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IS Fe

of Christ, He criticized the church and the state as the "institutionali~

s said to have renounced vrivate propsrity, He was against

o
Q
et
~

fts

3

ovnine private vroperty, But he defended a ceriain amount of responsibility

for its administration,

I, THE CHRIST COF CUI

This particular group considers Christ as the Messiah of the Society,

The defenders of this view endeavour to maintain commnity with other believers

as well as the culbure, He distinetion is mede betwesen erace and human effori
and between the ethics of salvation and human progress, Thev intervret cul-
turs through Christ and understend Christ through culture The transcendent

reslm continues in time and character with the present, Jesus Christ is the

great educator of the socletv: he is the great philosovher and reformer,

e

be readv for the life to comes,

>

Movements along this line existed in
church Paul'ts conflict with the Judaizers and later references to Mazareres

1ts whieh were more Jewish

and Ebionites indicale that there were group moveme:
then Christian, These so~called Christian groups sousht to main
to Jesus Christ as well as the cultural traditions of

" according to this

ovromised Messiah, as well as the Yessgish of the Promise
particular group, The extreme defenders of this view interovreted Jesus Christ

entirely in terms of culture, No tension was found between belief in Christ

and observatlon of soclal customs and vractice,
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ropresented by

the Christian church, The gnostic vis

Basilides and Valsntinus, the author of "Pistis Sovhia," The gnostics thought

o]

3

of themselves as true believers, Bub thev were looked down upon as heveties,

In their thinking the gnostics attempied to formulate a Christian theorv of

God and man, It was their desire to detach Christianity from the outmoded

Jewish notions of Cod and Christ, Thev wanted to make Christianity a respect-

able religion., To achieve this respecitsbility the gnostics had to intervret

s o

Christ and His work scientifically and philosonhically, A4s & conssguence of
the philosophical and scientific intervpretation Christisnity hecame a religious
and vhilosevhical svstem, Jesus Christ, the gnostics believed, was an indi-
tual mathter, which had its place in the life of culture as

the zenith of humsn achisvement, The gnostics seemed to have alleviated the

tension between "the new faith, and the old world,”

te

Abslard of Medisval times represented the "Christ of culture® grous

N

fairlv well, The content of Abelsrd's thousht d1s very ruch different from

7

the gnostic views, Yetbt Abelard is said to have had the same spirit as the

gnostics did, He attempted to state the faith aboul CGod and Christ and im-

a current culture, Christ

he Culture-Protes

et e . Il KR N oL
Christ and Culture) w




o
i
@

s

o
i
o
©

2

nwbo tl

fra.

5

whe

ks
L

ol

eSS 0
efo

o e

L

VT

E
1.
)

T

o

LR

oy
E

dvoa

3

h

.}L

1.8To=Ce

e i

4

i

%

o
tieg

C

n of

¥

he

it

atio

ul

1t

o
t of vh

o

L.
[

5

e sta
e

1
k.

ft

te,

advance

Josop

3.

¥

s

ES
L

nea

=

Ritschl

Ty, e
Adbart

ist

.

Wi LD

Y Chr

the

&
¥

Eal

C1LOoT Of

i

"

DS ,

..Z_

Lire

of Cul

the

£
A

udv o

¥

e st

2.1,
nr

wentration on

¥

tense co

ne

«

b
¥

MmOdern 5¢

ENS il

mair

buted

tiri

%
i

Gos

ly to

urch, is 2

1s and the early ¢

0

T

=]

e

cultu

a

.mw

The



1l

nt, "Church is not the foundation of

vositive theologyv is the
Christ, but Christ is the founder of the church, and the person of Christ

is the kev to the Christian view of the world and the standard of Christisn

j_O

”)

se1f-judegment and moral effort

2

4

In his theology Hitschl emphasized the point of man gaining mastery

J

over nature -- the will of wan, Man, he thouzht was in constant conflict

with nature, and he interpreted the human sitvation on the basis of this par-

ticular point, In order Lo achieve a virtuous socisty man had to overcome
tweo natures ~- his owm, and the nature he is surrounded by, th
of nature -- the physical universe, Christ is both Chvist of the praying
commnity as well as the cultural comminity whose ovrimary task is

a virtuous society by gaining victory over nature,

The concept of the Kingdom of God was a turning voint in Albsrit Hitschl

fand

theoloev, Throush this concept Ritschl completely succesded in reconciling

Christianity to culture,

The Christian idea of the Kingdom of God denotes the association
of mankind -- an association both extensively and intensively the
most comprehensive possible throusgh the reciprocal moral qci
its members -~ actions which transcend all wmerely nat
ticular considerations,”

the is on wan and not on Ged, The Kinpdom of God is
not more than a virtuous socisty achisved through reciprocal moral actions

£ men, Followers of Ritschl considered The concevnt of

as the "Brotherhood of ¥Men,"

L 5 o s . L R ) - o -
hoare in the same nredicament., MNeither man neor

Josus

orrers of various kinds, noets,
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view was advocstad

“Chetet above Culitu

il

and Justin Fartyr in the second

philosophical wisdom and divine ¥

Suprems Examole of Conduct, A Christia

o
L

ndards o

good culturs,

e

4
j-de
o
iy
O
n
purs
iv)

be honesty in economic dealings and oolitleal authority must be obeved, There

is, however, a shtage of existence bevond the respectable 1ife of "the church-

promises them
passionless wise man®, It is a Iife characterized by love for God withoub

rd or fear of punishwent, It is a Life of svontansous coodness

s
vl
193
Lts
e
]
o
=
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03
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in which neighbors and enemies are ssrved in response to divine love, life of

a freedowm being bevond the law, Such a 13

et gu P AN K = 4 LI T PR
existence, Clewent's Christ is not against culture, Christ uses

wan what he cannot

of culture as instruments of His

church was still ocutlawad,
Thomas Aguinas 1s considered the sreatest of 211 Synthesists, His

LR ]

Christianity achisved full social responsibility

. Tar above culture, He

;
0]
]
o
o
6}
=
[}
€

In no way does

to cover it up.

He rejected the world, and wet as a monk in the Catholic church he bacame

the guardian of culture, Thomas combined state and church, civic and

EX
"

Christian virtuss, natural and divine laws, Christ and culture, with no

element of confusion in the area of vhilosophy and theologv, Out of these



various elewents Thomas Aquinas bulld up a sreat structure of theoreltical
and practical wisdom "like a cathedral was solidly planted among the
treests and market places, the houses, palaces, and universities that re-
v
present human culture” 2
In his theories of man's end of human virtues, and of law
as well as in other mparts of his practical philesophy and orace
tical theology he combined into one system of divine demands
and promisses the requirements cultural reasen discerned and
those whi h Christ utter red, the hopes based on the purvose in
things as known by the cultivated mind and :hosm grounded on
the birth, 1ife, dsath, and resurrectlon of Christ,~”

Culturs is given bv God; and it is built wp in the nsture whic
God ereated,

The Synthesis of Thomas Aguinas reoressnted a vhileosophical and theo-
logical unification of church and state,

The Anglican biship, Jpseph Butler is alse considered one emong the
Synthesists, He sougsht to relate science, philosovhy and revelation, the
outlawed ethics of rational self love, and the ethics of Christlian conseisnc
and of the love of God and the neighbour,

TV, CHRIST & CULTURE

The Dualists

Dualiem should not be wmistaken for

good and evil,

The

-

Ives in

themse

IN PARADOX

righteousness teousness of God constitutes the content
thelir conflict, Lowith God and not with naturs

For the dualists the starting voint is the zrace of God, God
Croce gives them reventance by which thev reconcile ths
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1ife in culture, They are closely related, For him it was a "how and when

of conduct, God gives us the grace and knowledse to do those things required

by eulturs, God sives man the freedom, as well, to do these things faithfully,

1

and he is activated by a God-gliven nature which therefore makes him a dynawle
being, The content of man's action in culture must be looked for in reason

and culture,

The Iumther followers however adovted what misht be callsd 2 paralilsl
view of dualism, They attempted to separate the spiritusl 1ife frowm the

LA

terporal, Iunther®s dualism was one of "interactionism characterized by the

culture,

©
¢t
1)
o
\«..\

gospel of faith in Christ workine by the lovs o

Danish philosovher oleogian wanted himself to he

o

munderstood not only as a man of his particular culture bubt alsc as 2 man of

11}

religion, For Kerkepszard Christian 1ife meant Yan inward relation to the

eternal” as well as & wholly non-spectacular external relation to other men

Trnest Troelitsch

Troeltsch wrestled with the absoluteness of the cul

st, He was faced with two kinds of moralitles -~ the morality o
conscience and the social morality, The sccial morality is directed towards

ndividual and soecial values, He studied

Ll ®

the achisvement and preservation of

with morality or the ethics of con-
f conscisnce and the morality o
related: vet thev meet only to diverge,

end the cultural morality is historical. The cultural morality or the wmor-

ality of values is vrimarily concerned with the main
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temporal things,

a great amphibian who lives

i

Roper Williams maintained that "man i

n two realms and must aveid using in one the ideas and methods appropriate

I-ds

to the other,”

¥, CHRIST THE TRANSFORMER
OF CULTURE

The Conversionists

ian church is represented by the
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The cesntral
conversionist eroup, It mekes clsar distinctions between God's work in Christ

and man's work in culture, This view ssems to be more in 1

ings of evangelical Christianityv, For the conversionist the creative activity

3

of God is a maljor theme, whereas, for the dualist it is onlv a vrolegue, In

the thinking of the conversionists the fall of man receives a high degree of
understanding, The fall of wan, they maintain, is entirely an act o
will, and God had nothing to do with it, As a conssquence of ths fall,
man's nature becams warved, twisted and misdirected,

by the conversiowists zs a "dramatic interaction

- - o -
1

the radical Christien historv is the rise of the

the cultural Christian it is the spirits' encountsr
h nature, For the Synthesists history is a veriod of prevaration under
the law, reason, gospel and the church culminating in an uwlitimate cowmunicon

of the soul ‘to the eternal God, For the dvalists it is a struggle between

faith and unbelief, and finally the conversiconist thinks of historyv as the
- » <y = - - oy L 1.7, .
storv ol mighty deeds and man's response to them,
fvidance of convergionist views is cifed by in the fourth







things were
Ho reveals the
society, as we

in and

hought and taucht

himself from self-centeredness

e

transfTormed culbur

i .. v
Summa s
pummary
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vroblem is unconcluded and inconclusive," ™ The aut

scope for Further inguiry into the pa

o

would "bring into view a host of a8
those mentioned,”

Por thoss who hold the was all din all, in-
4- 0 a 5 o v

ng Iiterally and sndeavoured to foll

o
3

Thev were the exclusive Christia or the radicals

as a reformer the soclietv, an a great teachsr,

conflict with nature, Christ is alseo in conflict with nature, Howsver
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Christ encourages man and promises him the hope of a "super-mundane" relision,

Three particular sub-groups were studied under the third group --
Christ above culture:

(a) The Synthesists

(b) The Dualists

(¢) The Conversionists

The Synthesists emphasize both Christ and culture, They emphasize
the human as well as the divine nature of God, As far as its origin 1is con-
cerned, culture is both human and divine, Clewent of Alexandria, and Justin
Martyr held the Synthesist view,

Thomas Aguinas made this view famous, He bullt up huge structures
of practical and theoretical by combining the secular and the religious or
the divine,

The fourth typical answer to the problem of Christ and culture is
called "Christ and culture in paradox", Under this was mentioned the Dualist,
He is under the law, and vel under grace, There 1is the righteousness of wman
and the righteousness of God,

Lather sccepted this view, For Imther there existed a close relation-
ship between the life in culture and the life in Christ, Christ gives man

the knowledge and freedom to faithfully carrv out his obligations to the

society or in culture,

it 1"

For Kierkegaard Christian 1life had an eternal as well as an "external
aspect to it,

Troeltsch made a distinction between social morality and the morality
of the conscience,

The fifth view holds that Christ is the transformer of human culture,

o

Under this view was mentioned the conversionist idea, The conversionist view
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as portrayed by R, Niebuhr seems to match the evangelical Christian view of
Christ and culture, Thev make distinctions between God's work in Christ
and man's work in culture, To this group man's response to God's work in

Christ is important,



Chapter 3

CULTURAL, RELIGIOUS AHND POLITICAL PALESTINE OF
BEFORE AND DURING JESUS® TIME
The culture of any nation is ultimately related to its political and
religious 1life, So it is important that some backeground information be
studied, This will greatly facilitate the study of the Book of Mark, and

Jesus' encounter with the Jewish culture as evidenced by Mark in his gospel,

CULTURAL SCENE

29

£

"The world of the first century was a welter of conflicting cultures,”
There were three dominant cultures in the Roman Hmpire at this time
(the first century),

(a) Judaism

(b) Hellenism

(c) Roman Imperialism

Judaism gave birth to Christianity, and Hellenism provided it with

an intellectual atmosphere, Roman Imperialism protected the fields of its

growth,

Hellenism
The spread of Hellenism is generally attributed to Alexander the
Great, His generals became rulers of much of the lediterranean world, The
Greeks retained their philosophical traditions. The power of Hellenism did
not really consist in political sovereignty, The Greek ideas were penetratingly

profound and the Greek culture was extremely enticing,
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In Palestine the Greek language formed its "firm foothold", Under
Seleucids the Greek culture and thought patiern becaws very common in
Palestine, The writers of the New Testament were certainly influenced by
the Hellenistic ideas, Barly members of the church were deeply Greek-culture
oriented, The inguisitive Hellenistic mind was reflected in the request
"we would see Jesus" (John 12320, 21) reported by John, and spoken by Greeks
who had come to Jerusalem to participate in the Feast of the Passover,

Durineg the dispersion, the Jews were highly influenced by Greek

thought, They became partially Hellenistic in their thinking,

Roman Culture

The Romans were the pragmatic people of the ancient world, The early
church is said to have mede policies in the missionary field vatterned after

the "efficiency and resourcefulness of the Romans,"

Judaism

The Jews, in spite of exils, always retained their relisious and
cultural identity,

The Palestine Jews were "fiercely loyal" to the traditions of their
fathers, They were different from the Greeks in their thinking., Their think-
ing was primarily based on the law, and they were largely concerned with the
development of Torah's implications,

Christianity is indebted to all the three cultures, Judaism in par-
ticular, It was God's stage of preparation for the birth of Jesus Christ,
It provided the revelation in the Scriptures, and it interpreted the 01d
Testament in terms of Jesus the Messiah,

The intertestamental period (about four centuries) brought about a

radical change in the religious life of the Jewish people, The infiltraters
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of Pagan culture, and the invasion of Gentile kings "swept away the dJewish
culture with all its evils", The Jews had either to survive or to become
extinct,

The Jews under Babylonian captivity had the choice either to conform
to the Babylonian culture or to retain their own religious identity, They
chose to continue to worship Jehovah God, They stubbornly adhered to the
traditions of their fathers, Instead of the temple they developsd the Sym-
agogue, They did not sacrifice while in captivity; the strict observance of
the law took the place of sacrifice, The scribs took the place of the priests,

The scribe was the scholar, the teacher and the interpreter of the laws,

The Samaritans

The Samaritans were the descendants of the Northern Israslites,
Thev worshipped the pagan god as well as Jehovah, Thev were disliked by the
Judeans for reasons of racial origin,

The Samaritans accepted the Gospel of Christ without resistance,

The Diaspora (Disversion)

. b3

Duarine the intertestamental period the majority of the Jews lived
outside of Palestine, and Palestine was ravaged by a number of wars, In
the Roman world of Christ the majority of the Jews belonped to the Dispsrsion,

o

This was one of the reasons why these Jews of the Diaspora did not want to

come back to their home land,
RBELIGIOUS 1LIFE

Dorine Jesus'® time there were thres relisious groups within the land
() & & iy

of Palestine, They were:



(a) The Pharisees
(b) The Sadducees

(¢) The BEssenes

The Pharisees

They were the popular party, They were the strictest of the three
oroups, Their name is derived from the Hebrew term Parash meaning To sep-
arate, They separated themselves from the pollution of the people of the
land, (Brzra 6:21, 9:1, 10:11)

And the children of Israel which were come again out of

captivity and all such as had separated themselves unto them
from the filthiness of the heathen of the land o seek the
Lord God of Israel , , ,"

Hera 6321

The Phariseses were strictly exclusive in the scocial and religious
outlook, Their ideology was characterized by a transcendent concept of
purity, The Pharisaical thinking developed a huge system of ritual obser-
vances based on revelation,

The Pharisees tried to apply these rituals to their society, "God
predetermines in everyv detail Israel's destiny; but the people must contri-
bute to its own sanctification and perfection through precise fulfillment
of the 1aw,"30 (Josevhus)

The Pharisees descended directly from those who refused to compromise

2

their monotheistic faith with pagan religions,

L

The feel of the Pharisees for the law appears in the allusions
of the New Testament, They were meticulous about paying tithes, even
of the small seeds and spices that grew in their gardens (Matt, 23:23),
They studied the law assiduously to determine the duties that they
owed to God, and often drew unnecessarily fine distinctions in their
interpretation, They were excessively conscious of their virtues,
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and paraded them before God when they praved, (Iuke 18:11-12)
Because their ideals exceeded their performance Jesus called
them th0pr1tus and blind guides, (tt, 23:13-16), UNever-~
theless He recognized their loyvallty to the TQw and agreed with
the current concept that they ‘sit on HMoses' seat' as the suc-
cessors of the Great Law-giver, dJesus took exception to the
practice of the FPharisees rather than to their basic teaching.fi

The extremists among the Pharisees were found to be rigidly adhering

to the traditions of men,

(2) Firm belief in an invisible God,

(b) God is involved in Israel's destiny and is concerned for His
people,

(¢) God had revealed Himself through the law given to loses,

(d) The law contains God's will for men's behaviour,

(e) Obedience to the law is considered meritorious,
£) Disobsdience to the law meant excommunication from the Synagogue,
(#) The Pharisees believed in the existence of angels as God's

messengers to mens and they believed in the resurrection of the

individual after death,

The Sadducees

They were rmumerically smaller than the Pharisees, Dut the Sadducees

2y

were influential because they were composed chiefly of the upper echelon of
the priesthood,

According to Josephus "the high prisstly families belonged to the
Sadducean party," says Merril Tennevy, 32

The Sadducees acknowledged the authority of the written law and readily

rejected the Pharisaical traditions,
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(2) Denied supernaturalism,

(b) Denied the existence of angels and spirits,

(¢) Denied resurrection of the body after death, ({Acts 23:R)

(d) Maintained a materialistic attitude; their worship was formal
and not personal,

The involvement of the Sadducees with politics readily introduced

the heathen culture into Jerusalem, They vielded themselves to the religious

and cultural pressurss of Hellenism under Seleucid Kings,

The Essenes
The Essenes were not part of the normal Jewish community., They were

withdrawn and isolated from the normal sphere of Jewish activities, Thev

in their seclusion became ascetics and lived a commnal life,

The Essenes could not have had much influence on the Jewish 1ife,

<

this is, proven by the absence of any allusion to this group throughout the

3

New Testament, Jesus ministered in the bigger commnities, cities and

villages of the Jewish society,

The Relirious Administration of the Jews

The procurator from Rome generally conducted the affairs of the

Jewish community, However, the Jewish community was largely autonomous,

The Sanhedrin

The Sanhedrin, also known as the High Council, consisted of the High
Priest and seventy members, The entire assembly consisted of seventy-one

councillors, A plenary session was required in serious cases such as the

-

condemnation of & Talse prophet, The seventy-one Jewish senators of the

New Testament were divided into three groups,
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(a) The high priests ~ the rulers

(¢) The scribes
During the conspiracy against Jesus these were the two groups that
stood beside the High Priest, (Mark 14:1)
After two days was the feast of the passover and of
unleavened bread; and the chief priests and the scribes

sought how they might take Him by craft and put Him to
death,

Mark 14:1
The Elders
The elders were members from the aristoeratic families, Formerly
the High Council consisted only of the elders, "So, Josephus writing

around 250 B.C. called it (the Sanhedrin) the Assembly of the Blders,"o3

The Scribes

The scribes were both theologilans and authorities of law, Their
expertise in interpreting the law was famous, The scribes devoted their
energies to the study of the scriptures and "developing traditions of sacred
lav, with instruction and jurisdiction, The scribes organized themselves

in guilds called the caynagogu@s.”L

The High Priest

The High Priest was the head of the Jewish state, During the first
century there Tive High Priests,

(a) 4nanus (4nnas)

(») Caiaphas, Amnas' son in law

(¢) Jonathan, Annas® son

{d) Ansnias, a poverful financier

Ananus I1, Annas® son

o~
@
e



During the time of Jesus the High Priest had three particular duties
to perform,
(a) Tt was the High Priest who revresented all the Jews before

, Priest verformed litur-~

Jehovah: at the festivals, for instancs

h Priest had to

gical functions at other occasions as well
supervise the procedure of the Temple worship,

(b) The High Priest was also the political representative of the
people of Isrsel, Ue vevresented them before the Procurator,

(c) The High Priest was the President of the Sanhedrin representing

the jurisdiction and political 1life of Judee,

The Svnasogues

T

In the religious and national life of the Jewish people, the Synagosues

played a very lmportant wpart,

In his book Hew Testament Thmes Ferril Tenney has sugpgested that the
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Synagogues took the place of the tewple for the Jews in exils e Greek

word weans an "assembly" or a place of prayer,

The Jewlish Synagogue system perhaps originated first in Ptolemaic

-

Egvpt, and was prohably influenced by Hellenistic association, Whatever

may have been the history concerning the origin of the Jewish Symagogues,

£ ) . r.
= of Jesus' Time, The

they plaved a very important role in the Jewilsh 11

vriters of the Gospel talk about Christ entering in the synagogues and
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teaching, The synagogues of the Hew Testament as suggested
have been a carrv-over tradition of what we read in Zzra 8317 ", , . that

they should bring unto us ministers for the house of our God," "The

L

extant literary reference to a synagogue 1s assoclated with the next of the

Ptolemies (III Mace 7:20), The passage is legendary but the wention of a
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synagogue in this context 1s not accidental, ost of the references to
pre~Christian synagogues come from the Ptolemaic Kingdom,'25 (S, Knauss)
In Palestine the Jewish synapogues were built in border cities like
Lyda and Caesarea, OSynagogues were also bullt in Jerusalem for pilerims,
Later synagogues were built all over Palestine as Jewish Community Centers,
By Christ's time Galilee had already bsen completely Judaized and

synagogues were meant to be centers of colonial missionary activities, but

rradually they became community centers,

0"1

Gospel. References

Maltt, 4123

Mark 1335, 6:2, 5:22, 13:9
Tuke Mel5, 7315, 841, 21:22
John 9:22, 12:42, 16:2, 18:20

tion room, and a gallery

l,_l-

The synagogues usually consisted of a part
for women, The worshippers usually sat in front of the "Nave”, The elders
and the rulers sat further back in the choir facing the people,

The last section was the "holy vlace", The ark containing the scrolls
of the law and the propheis were kept in this section,

The ruler of the synagogue and an attendant were responsible for

worship, WYorship was held on every Sabbath and feast day,

The Content of Worshinp

(a) The Jewish Kerygma, It consisted of three biblical passages
(Deut, 63l4=~9, 11-21 and Number rs 15:37-41)

(b) The attendant would take the scroll from the ark and the appointed
reader would read from 1t, Hone was allowed to recite any selection by heart,

,

Zvervone was to read from it,

PORTLAND CENTER LIBRARY
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(¢) On Sabbath the leader of the prayers would read from the scroll,
A leader appointed by the ruler of the synagogue usually pronounced the bene~
diction,
During the time of Jesus any text could be chosen to read at the will

t

of the individual, Jesus is said to have sat in the "Moses Seat" and read

from Isaiah 61 (Isaiah £1:1-2: 58:6) (luke 4:17-19), The preacher of the

svnagogue would usually occupy "Moses Seat,'”. Christ read from Isalah and

gave a dissertation not on scribal wisdom, but on Messianic revelation.

POLITICAL SCENE

The only common bond between Perea gnd Judea was their adherence to
orthodox Judaism, Galilee had a comparatively high level of material civi-
lization, The City of Tiberius built by Herod Antipas was declared unclean
by the Jews, because it was a burial place, Jesus and the disciples seemsd
to have avoided Tiberius, Galilee was the home of Jdesus, The religion there
had already become the law-centered Judaism, The people were easily talked
into Joining protest movements directed asainst forelgn influence, Afisr
the death of Herod Antipas there arose unrest all over Galilee, The people
opposed the Romans, Quininius’ tax enroliment project in & B.C, was met with
mich opposition, At this time a new political party arose in Galilee known
as the Zealots, According to Josevhus, "the nationalistic movemwent led by
the Pharisees laid the ground work for the rise of the powsrful popular party
of the Zealots or the fanatics,3 ‘ They were & party of extrems nationalists,
This party plaved such an important role in Galilee, that to the people round
$

about, "Galilean" sounded roughly equivalent to "anarchist" (Matt, 26369,

Mapk 14 :70: Imke 13:1 )
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JULEA AND SAMARTA

Post-exilic Judah consisted.only of the northern part of the 013
Kingdom, Zzra and llehemiah built up Judah as a land of temples, The
Maccabeses and the Hasmonlans introduced fresh national and political power,
A major part of the Kingdom of Israel was made up of Samaria, The Assyrians
conquered Samarie in 722 B.C, It had a mixed population with Persian, HMace-
donian and Greek elements,

Samaria remained in the hands of the Jews until the fall of the Has-
monian Kingdom, In 63 B.C. Powpey added Samaria to the Province of Syria,
and Hellenism was restored, Samaria became "a Gentile and a semi-Gentile
enclave" between Judea and Galilee, During Jesus® time there existed no

friendship between the Samaritans and the Jews, The Jews hated the Samarite

%i

Hellenism was restored by Pompey, and promoted by Herod I, Culturally
and commerclially Samaria was far superior to Judea, and maybe this is why the

Roman "Procurator" made Caesarea his official residence,

Coins in Palestine

Coins were minted locally without any portrait of the ruler, The
Jews prohibited any kind of images, Homan and other foreign coins were also
in cireculation, &ven though the Jews prohibited images, there were coins with
the portrait of the emperor in circulation, Christ's answer to the Pharisees
in Jerusalem about the tribute money proved that there were coins in circu-

lation with the vortrait of the Caesar on it,

Summary

Christianity was born in the midst of three dominant cultures:



() Roman Imperialism

(b) Hellenism

(e¢) Judaism

Bach of these three made specific contributions to Christianity, In
Judaism Christianity found its roots; the Romans provided political protection
that opened the field of its expansion; and Mellenism provided the intel-
lectual atmosphere in which it grew,

The Jews in exile retsined their national and religious identity,

They had the freedom to continue Jehovah worship in the strange lands in which
they were taken captive, HNew elements in the Jewlsh soclely began to rise
during the captivity, The Synagogue idea was born in the wmind of the Jews
during the captivity, It replaced the Jerusalem temple worship, A group of
scholars knowm as "scribes" arose during the time of captivity, The scribes
made themselves sxperts in the interpretation of the laws,

Even though Rome had a high hand in the day-to-day affairs of Pales-
tine, yet the Jews were autonomous, They exercised their autonomy through
the Sanhedrin or the High Council, The High Priest presided over the affairs
of the Sanhedrin, It was a 71 member senate with the IHigh Priest as the
president, In the first century there were five High Priests in Palestine,

The wembers of the senate consisted of three distinet groups, The
elders, the scribes, and the rulers,

On every feast and Sabbath day there was worship in the Jewish
synagogue, The svnagogues were stages of evangelistic preaching, During
His ministry Christ constantly entered the synagogues and taught from the
scriptures, or ministered to the physically needy, During Jesus® time the

synagogues in Palestine were largely controlled by the Pharisees and the

Scribes,
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The Pharisees of Jesus'® time revered the law, For the Spdducees

the written law was the only norm, The Sadducees did not belisve in the

resurrection; the Pharisees believed in the resurrection as well as spirits

and angels, The Pharisees attempted to transfer to the covenant people the

purity revealed by CGod through scriptures and tradition, They rigourously

observed the superficial rituals of the dJewish religious life,



Chapter 4
I. CHRIST'S INTERACTION WITH CULTURE

"Jesus Christ was no ethereal being born in a historical vacuum.
As a flesh and blood person he lived and died in the midst of a
particular culture, and as any society first century Isreal had
its accepted traditions and values. A study of the Jewish custom
which Jesus met can shed light on New Testament interpretation,
and can even enrich a mere relaxed reading of the Scripture.37
(William Coleman)

POSITIVE INTERACTION

BAPTISM: The Jewish Baptism was a corporate religious and cultural
activity. The idea of Baptism was very much characteristic of the Hebrew
religious thought. '"Woe is me for I am a man of unclean lips for mine eyes
have seen the King, the Lord of Host." (Isaiah 6:5)

Cheyne in the "Encyclopedia Biblica' says that the Baptism was meant
to give the Baptized as representatives of regenerated people the final
participation by an outward symbol which attested the reality of their in-
ward change.38

Jesus, as a member of the Jewish community, had sufficient ground
for participating in the ritual act of Baptism. Christ participated in it
without any inference as to His personal consciousness of sin.

His sense of solidarity with God's people is to be measured

only by His love or sympathy, and He who would fulfill all right-
eousness, i.e., every divine ordinance for God's people prepara-
tory to the Coming Kingdom, and so take his due part in furthering
it, could not hold aloof from the symbolic rite —-- which denoted
a dutiful attitude to God's call, and a recognition of the Baptist

as the divinely sent forerunner of the Kingdom.

The Jewish people were very much aware of the ritual washing. Leviticus



Chapters 11 - 15 explain in detail, the Jewlsh ritual cleansing., The Jew

washed himself every day, because every day he is defiled, Hitualistic

cleansing and purification were part of the daily routine of the Jewish com-

mnity, Anyone seeking conversion to Judaism had to undergo circumcision,

sacrifice and finally Baptism, EBEaptism was a symbol of cleansing from all

the past defilement of life,

Interpreting the Sisnificance of Jesus® Baptism

William Barclay mentions four voints of interpretation:
(&) A moment of decision for Christ,
(b) Paptism meant identification == an identification for the sake

of the pesople,

ck

(e) TFor Jesus, the Baptism signified the moment of apvroval, I
was a seal of the Father's approval of the ministry of the Son,

(d) Tt was 2lso a moment of equipment to conquer the world in love
and psace,

sm of Jesus, however, was more than a moment of decision,

‘__.Y.

The Bapt

equipment or identification., It was a symbol of significance of the coming

substitutionary death of Christ, fulfilling the divine righteousness on be-

t of Christ's work on

o]

half of all those who would believe, 1t was the fa
the cross that God the Father was pleased about, Jesus Christ satisfied the
wrath and justice of God by dyving on the cross, The volce of God from heaven

was more than a word of loving approval, It was a volce in resvonse to a

sweet smell saviour of sacrifice.

The Bible says that many ~- all the land of Judea,; and a1l of Jerusalem

were Baptized of John confessing their sins, DBut Jesus had no sins to confess,

and in this sense He needed no Baptism, Therefors, the significance of Christ's
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 Baptism must be interpreted in terms of the fact that it was a foreshadow
of the climax of Jesus® ministry and not the beginnineg, It was more than an

accidental, cultural or religious interaction with a people who were indoc-

rinated for vears in the matter of personal cleanliness and purification,

Jesus and the Synarozues

It is not the writer's intention to go into any ils here concerning
the origin ad development of the Jewish synagogue system, A rather sketchy
study in this reswpect was already done in Chapter 2 of the current project,
Here, the main concentration will, therefore, be on interpretation of the sig-
nificance of Jesus' assoclation with the synasogues,

For Jesus the synagogue was a placs of challenge, Christian character
is well brought out or brought to light in strong opposition, Synagogue was

s place of opposition bscause the Pharisees and the scribes who controlled

the synagogue did not want the Jewish community to be exposed to anything

Q.

else besides the law and the ancient traditions of the father, Christ fac
the opposition with unusual courage, thereby revealing iis unigue aunthority
in word and in deed to the uller amazement of His spectators

"To the Jew first" is the divine order in preaching the Gospel, In
Romans 1:1¢ Paul says, "For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for
N

is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth to the Jew first,

and also to the CGreek,"

4]

Before His ascension Jesus told the apostles, ", , ., and ve shall he

witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and in Samaria, and unto

the uttermost parts of the earth," (4cts 1:8)
The Jewish symagogues were the stronghold of their religious and social

He)

life, Therefore, it was important that Jesus' mission be first started st
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the verv center of Jewish activities, The birth of Christ in the Jewish
community clearly indicates God's continued mercy and love toward His chosen

people,

constantly zoing into the synagogues, it may also have been the

o

'}
;.J
purpose of the Lord to attract the Jewish lsadership to His message, which
I hers easier, Lt could be inter-

would vprehably have made His task among oth

preted as a mission strategy

Also, Jesus entered the synagogues constantly, and read from the
scriptures, At one occasion he entered the synagogue, sat at th
Seat" and read aloud from Isaiah 61, He found the svnagozue a fitting

lecutre hall to expound on the scriplures,
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Jesus and the

T

It cost the Jewish nation an enormous amount of money to have rituals

and sacrifices done in the temple, The individuals had to pav for this sac-

rificial exvense out of their own vocket, Hx, 25:38-41, The incense used
in the temple was also costing the atltenders of the great festivals, For
a long time the tewmple expenses were wmel by the king, Dut by Jesus' tinme

1 1

it had become 2 national esxpense., To meet this national expense faxes were

his mester was
~in the habit of mpayving the temple tax, The tax collector probably wanted
Jesus to refuse so that they could make Him a law-breaker, Christ in a very
real sense did not have to pay the temple tax, but He paid it anwmy,

Jesus was a great patriot and a good citizen, Christians rust follow
Christ's example in conducting themselves in the midst of their respective
political commnity, A4s good citizens Christians should oblige the authority

t/

of the superiors in economic and political matters,
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Jesus and the State
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(Mark 12:13-17) Herod the great died in 4 B.C. as tributory king
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over Palestine, At hils death the kingdom was
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Roman asuthorities intervened and put his kingdom undsr 2 procurator and

tHd
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Palestine was requirved to pay tribute dire
Jews raised their volces against the vractice of taxation,
The cunning and crafty Fharisees and Herodians worked up a mes

L. o

piece trap for Jesus Christ, They asked Jesus if it was lawful to pay tri-

bute, The Herodians wanted Jesus o give a negative or positive answer, Ig

a positive answer was given Christ would lose his stand with the public and

before the Homan authorities,

a negative answer would

¥ the Pharisees

o]

The wisdowm of Jesus heavily stuns on the cunnlmgness

and the Herodians, Christ, by pointing to the imace of Tiberius, asked them

54..

to give Cassar what in any event was his own, By doing so He also warne

them that there was a spyhere in 1ife which belonged to God as well,

Jesus® Philosoohv of the Seelesiastical and the Secular

The state and the church may either he said to be explicitly implicit
here or implicitly explicit, He seemed to assign two different spheres for
e, The Tact that the state is ordainad by God does not mean
that the two should interfere in each .other's business, E. A. ibbot has a
suggestive thought, writes William Barclay

the coin had Caesar's image upon it and therefore helonged
to him, Man has CGod's image upon Him (Genesis 1:26-27) and there-
s to God, The state legitimately deserves the loyalty
of the iLd viiual citizen in exchange for its ssrvices, In the
final analysis, however, both belonz to god, and thersfore, should
the claims of state and God COﬂLlle, loyalty to God must come
T"i:f'st But it remains true that in 2ll ordinary circumstencss a
man p Christianity should make him a better citizen than anv other
man, 0
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In his "The Social Teachings of Jesus", Shailer ¥athews says,

Jesus novhere gives systematic teaching in regard to politics
His attitude towards the state is to be seen, if at all, in his om
life, in scatlered statements and in general comparisons and impli-
cations, dJesus certainly obsyed the local and imperial governments
under which He lived, He refused to bs made a King, He refused to
be involved in any political revolution, in fact He preferred death
to agitation, While it is of course in the main true that His atti-
tude of conformity was due to the conditions which governed His work
as a religious teacher, it is nonethe-less probable that in it there
was & recognition of the mnecessity and the rightful claims of the
state ,°, . the most celebrated text, render unto Caesar the things
that are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's, is rather
an avoidance of specific teaching than an enunciation of a specific
principle,

Jesus® Philosophy of Health

Jesus did not warn wen against possessing wealth, But He warned men

against the danger that lies within wealth itself, UWealth can make man sel-

.

fish, It can turn an individual into a "rich voung

K

Wealth stood in the way of this voung man®s salvation, It had al-

ready corrupted his sounl, His wealth had wmade him a self-centered individ-

ual; and his selfish individualism stopped him from going to heaven or to

sternity,

about specific teachings on wealth and His readi-
ness antherities in matters of tax may also be accounted
for by the fact that He intended that no earthly concerns interfere with His

primary taslk, which was the Proclamation of the Kingdom,
cern was not to create an ethical society, but to create a resenerate society,

His primary concern was the souls of unregenerate men,
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Shailer Mathews portrays Jesus as someone ¢

of socialism in his philosophy of wealth, Fe may be right, Perhaps, Jesus
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thought of the greedy f£ilth wealth can gensrate in the human heart and how
it can destroy man's concern for the things of God,

Jesus and the Familv - Marriage

3

TIn the family system Jgsus found the expression of man's social char-

-

a divine institution, God in creation determined marriazge

L
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scter, HMarriage
to be "monogomous," Jesus considered marriage to be wmonogomous, Jesus disap-

proved of any kind of plural marriage, dJesus emphasized the splritusl as
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well as the physical side of marriage, "Between man and wif
2 uwnion in spirit that springs from a love that is not mere passion, but is

e 11D
volitional and moral, '™ =

Jesus on Divorce

Jesus regarded divorcs as impossible, except as a formal recognition

N

1,

of an 2lready broken union, vhat God hath joined together let no man put

asunder" was his general teaching on the watter of divorce

The Jewish woman was considered a thing, A man could divorce her at
his will, The women did not have the fresdom to do so, A woman could not
divorce her husband against his will,

Divorce was an acute problem in Jesus' Palestine,

The Pharisees heard the lLord quoting the lMosalc regulations concerning
divorce, Jesus made it quite clear that loses' regulation applied to a swvecific
situation and therefore it was not binding forever, Christ derived his author-

ity from the book of Genesls as well, Marriage was wmeant to bind a man and

woman permanently and indissolubly,
Mark points out a Jesus who forbids any kind of divorce, But Matthew

portrays Jesus as permititing divorce on the ground of adultery, (Matt, 19:3-9)



Marriage, during Jesus' time was, simply a means of gratifving

.

one's physical pleasure, Jesus wanted to put an end to the bad principle

lovelessness that characterized the essential content of all marriages,

; WITH

IT, JESUSY HEGATIVE INTERACTION
THE CULTURE OF HIS TTHE
A series of attacks were unlsashed against the Lord by His opponents,

This can be accounted for by the fact that the Jews did not admit or accept

(e

he identity of Christ awong them, and that they had preconceived idsas about

CO. P

easiah, Perhaps, 1t was those preconceived Messianic ide

—

as that made

ct

@

he 1
thew stubborn in rejecting Christ's identity in their midst,

The Jews alwavys considered thémselves as chosen of God, This is a
title they treasured though they constantly failed to live up to it,

The Jews were always at watch for the coming of their promised Messiah,
The vpeak of Jewish history was the line of King David, The Jews were looking

forward to one coming out of the lavidic line to rule the nation of Israsl

in peace and rishteousness,

=N

Of the increase of his government and peach there shall be no
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it,
and to establish it with judswent and with justice from henceforth
even for ever, The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this,

(Ibalan Q;7)

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse,
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots,
(Isaiah 11:1)

» then shall there enter in by
11g upon the throne of David,
he, and his servants, and his

ye do this thing indeed
the zates of this house kings sitt:
riding in chariols and on hors Ses,
peonle,
(Jeremish 22:4)
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Behold, the days coms, saith ti
unto David a ri@‘hteous
prosper, and

relon and
nt and justlco in the earth,
(Jeremiah 23:¢5)

The Jews were overcome with disappointment as time went on, because
they had become captives in Assyria and Babylonia, They were fettered by
the Assyrians, Babylonians, the Gresks, and the Persians, Theyv were cap-
tives for centuries, BSo the Jew hegan thinking differently,

The literature of the intertestamsntal period was full of dreams and
forecasts of the New Jewish Lra, Thev are called "Apocalypse"”, This body
of literature gives evidence of the beliefs of the Jews about the coming

Messiah during the time of Jesus, The activities of Christ were against the

¥ ime of terrible
ation, The present world wou 10‘ e 'Eel“rif ied; there would
be moral and vhysical chacs on sarth, B3

And honour shall bz turned into shame

And strength humiliated into contempt

And probity destroysd “

And besauty shall become ugliness , , .

And everyone shall rise in those who had not thought ought of them-

selves
And passion shall cease him 'L.Qél't is 'z:@acef 1
And in the end everything

L] L] &

“"There would be quaking of places, tumults of peonles, sches
nations, confusion of leaders disquietude of princes," (! Bzra 9:3)7
Frow heave*

shall come bri
carth the Lmzue

the Hternal

and

and everyv si

shall be nanic, And tbe Jr,o* rering monntain peak

siants he shall send, and the murky abyss shall 1



and Tod shall judre all with wer and sword,
brimstone from heaven, vea stongs and rain
and grisvous, and de: tw shall be upon four- :
Yes the Jland itself Shall drink the blood of the pevrishing, and
beasts shall eat thelir £i11 of flesh,

‘_Y 2
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Into a chaotic world Elijah would core as herald of

jah would head the chaos and prevere the way for the coming of the Messiah,
Also, Zlijah was to correct dispulss of all kind,
ften considered a pgreat supsrhuman figure "crashing
he world, and to vindicates God's people in the end,’
The Iessiah was also considersed a king from the line of David,

After the advent of the Messiah, the nations of the sarth would ally
themselves against him, There would be total destruction of the hostile
powers, Fhilo said "the Mgssiah would take the field and make war, and de-

b7

strov great and populous nations, Ik will make Hls enemies becoms extinet,

The revolutlion of Jerusalem was to follow, UThis revolution was in-
tended to ourify the existing city, It was sometimes thought of as a coming
dovm of the "lew Jerusalen" from heaven, "The old house was to be
and carried away and in the new one all the pillars were new and the ornaments
larger than those of the first," (Snoch 90:28-20)""

The dispersed Jews would gather from all over the world in the city

Palestine would bacome the center of the world and the world will he

subject to it. The nations of earth will be subdued and there will be utter
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destruction of the Gentile:

will appear to punish the Gentilss

(SRS

And H _
And He will destroy all the idols Lo
by &2 ‘:7

Then, thou, oh Israel, shall be habppy,

The Hew Age of vpeace and goodness will be ushered in next,
The preceding information furnished

testamental literature should serve as 2 gene

Jewish opposition of Christ must be studied,

only natural that Jesus had to educate his disciples thoroushly in the IMsssisnic

idea, In the Mgssianic idea of the Jew, there was no room for a cross, and

there was no place for suffe

Jesus and the Sabbath

John Calvin in his commentary on the Svnoptic Gospels says,

Le

The keeping of the Sabbath was indeed a holy thing, but not

such a mamer of keeping it as they imagined, so that one could

jo

scarcely move a finger without mqking the conscience tremble, It
was the hypocrisy of the Pharisees that made them so exact in

trifling matters, They spared uhemselves in gross superstitions
and newlnctkd the inortanu matters of the law, It is the in-
variable practice of the hypocriltes to allow themselves liberty
in matters of greatest consequence, and to vay close attention

to ceremonial observances, The worship of the Pharisses was

4

al
Yearnal® ., . . it was malevolence and envy, still wore than
superstition that led them to censure the disciples' act of

plucking the corn on Sabbath,-

The malicious disposition of the Pharisees is seen

®

The Fharisees attached greatl significance to matters of no conssquence, T

were scrupulously superstitious, and from them holiness consisted in the nepga-~

k shows "the walicious and

tive observance of things, The incident in
iwmplacable nature of superstition, and particularly the proud and crusl dis-

position of hvpocrites, when ambition was Joined to hatred of the person,
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t was not the mere affectation of pretended holiness that made the Pharise

v
¢
ot

so stern and rigorouss but as they expressly wished to carp at everything

i)
|t

Christ said or did, they could not do o

cases where there was nothing to blame as usually

- 5
interpreters, u51
The occasion gave Christ the chance to reintserpre

the Sabhath, e established thal human need

ahove the observance of tenets, Hs alsc made use of

he Lord of the Sabhath,

Jesus in a rather apologetic fashlon referrsd

1. Abimalech, the or

law of the Sabbath, The same

wed him to pard
avs that it was not lawful

a7

(¥4
prisests ?,;s,one we wust understanl
ary law,””

And they shall ealt of those things wherewlth the
was wmade, Lo consecrate and sanctify th T
t cof, because they

Taw
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sxample would be

prohibited for a

"Sapbhath

staterent the Lord was trying Lo reinterpret the
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+the Sabbath, s statewent contained a double intsrpretation, not only
intervreted the meaning of Sabbath but also the meaning of the needs of man,
Jesus vut the concerns of man above the observance of Sabbath, This indicate
how ruch value Christ attached to the individual human being, Of course, iis

concern for mankind was demonstrated at His death on the cross of Calvarw,
No yules and regulations can be meaningful unless there is room for
interpretation in them in a rather positive and feasible mammer, The
purnose of the law was to free the individusl and not to bind him,
Jesus and the Pharisaical Traditions
In matlters of "tradition" the Jewish opposition of Christ reached its
climax, The Pharisaism was characterized by rituals, whereas the ideals of
Christ were characterized by service, For the Pharisses the scriptures hecame
of no effect, They placed humen tradition abeve the scripturss This is what
Christ mainly raised His volce against, dJesus very well knew the scribes and
the Pharisees, and the Ilord is not afraid tc describe them in accordance with
their particular attitudes,
« « o beware of the Scribes which love to go in long clothing
and love salutations in th market places, And the chisf seats )
in the svnagogues and most rooms atb fohst : which devour
widows' houses, and EO? a owutepc made lonz pravers: these shall
recelive greater dammation,
(Mark 12:38-00)
Mark in Chapter 7 provides the readers with another climactic moment
Jesus® encounter with the Phariseses and the scribess, The word of God or
the tradition of man is the issue here, The indignation of the Lord made
1im to face up To Hls opponents courageously, and e surprised them with an
exclamation mark {Hypocritesi Only the Lord could see through the hearts of
the scribes and the Pharisess; and only He could have called them hypocrites,
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les had shed a lot of Jewish traditions after they joined

'._I

The discip
the wise company of Christ, They did not bother to wash their hands, The
{ord knew more about the Pharisees than the disciples who grew up among them,

The break from the conventional routine by the disciples cammot bs considered

c .;<

25 a mere acciden It was a result of the Lord's influence upon thelir lives
during the short time they had been with Him,
The Lord in His answer to the Pharisees cuts right across the scribal

and Phaprisaical traditions, The Lord condewned their contewplt for the secrip-

tures, and their high vegard for the traditions of men,

Sources of the Traditions

The scribes of the Jewish socisty were experts in matters of t}

The Pentateuch contained the great moral princinles for the Jew, The scribes

of the 5th and 4th centuries 5.0, were not quite content with se morsl
principles, They had a "passion for definition" The scribes set themselves

to the task of "amplifying, sxpanding and breaking down the moral principles
until thev issued in thousands and thousands of 1little rules and regulations
coverning every possible action and every possible situation in life," Life
™ .

was no longer to bs governsd by moral principles, The wmoral principles be-~

reculations made what was known
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as the

the word should not be confused with the officials of the synagogue,
here means legal experts,) Among these legal exverts the names of Hillel and
:‘f‘

Shammei were Tamous,

tex
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In the 3rd century 5,0, the Mishna came into beine, It was a summas

the rules and regulations in black and
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God thereby destroving

{(c) Those which are more nlausible and are not chargeable wi

rkable fault are condemned on the ground that they ar

o <2

imagined to be nscessary to the worship of God, 54

description,

Colvin relates the passage in Mark 7 to the last

A 4 -
tion,

il

o
ki

Laws
oreserved some moderation ir But the teachers vho came later
made sore appendate to the word of God, Gradvally human traditions becawe
part of the routine worship, Hand washing thus was a

1 monsters" and "brain-nuts" of the ancisnt

ot

zople used Lo sat with fingers, So hands were washed be

meal, There were special cersmonial water nols for hand washing, Wil
Earclay gives a description of hand washing,

>
tall wet, Each han
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Jesus® Accusation

i o

Jesus called the scribes and the Pharisees '"hypocrites

that is at stal

~s worshipped
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meant "one who answers," Then it came to »
T an "actor. na term Was used Lo mean one
all, I

c_x.

of acting without any sincerity behind it
» and hatred and d for man went

s 5

hand wash
external, It had no inner
T God was
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of the ind

the significance
ultra~enthusiasm in observing rulss and reg
n observing His laws,

God was holy and holines
the Pharisees and scribes that they had substitutbed
ituted the command-

desus told

of God with the
‘ They followsd the ingenious

commandment
mants of God with clesver argumenlts an
interpretation of the Jlegal experts,

L to God,

Corban
The word Corban weans a gift —- a2 gif z
ated to God 2 m all ordinary

[
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This gift, si
nroperty of God,

oUTrPOsSe s, then be the
"Corban” it could not be used in anv other senss,

A creditor for example was able to intimidate his d by oro-
claiming the debt "Corban," Darclay calls
because everything

the helpless couvld

mail," The needy and
was "Corban," Family relationship was breaking dowm: there was
compassion towards needy parents, '"Corban" becams a way out of helping those
who needed help,
Jesus _in the Temple
(Mark 11:15-17) The temple and the area surrownded by it remainsd
the templs area was knowm as the

wide outerspace of



court of the Gentiles, This place had become a place of trade and commerce
durine the time of Christ, The Gentile court was originally purposed for

prayer and preparation,
Buying and selling took the place of prayer and preparation,

Tnring feasts pilgrims from all over came to Jerusalem, The pilsrims

brought different coins with them, ©Dut to pay the temple tax thev all had
€ Ll
to change their currency into shekels, So these traders were money changers,

They exploited the pilgrims by charging them exorbitant rates, Iaybe this

vw the Lord was angry, Parclay observes so,

Here is a typical analogy of secularism invading the church, The

.

opportunity to advance itself, The practice of the materialistic world to

encage itself in woney wmaking businesses during relizious occasions is

nothing new, Thousands of businesses prop up during Christmas

The world is in business and the Christians are taken advantage of,

Conclusion and Summary

feligious scts like going to church or doing good cannot be identifisd
with goodness, The fundamsntal issue before God is the heart of men, It is
naked before the Lord, and e sees it and judges it, The religious activities
that go along with disrespect, and hatred for fellow men, is utler hypocrisy,

It is a religion that serves God with the lips and not with the

conceptions,

intentionslly and resolutel
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of the Jewish 1

alse concepntion of the Sabbhath,
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to do the same thing
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The religiosity (perhaps this has a negative connotation) of a man

Fal J.h: o

content of the

" Tqqeemly Pl
A8 COUTCn e i

owshin in the

sradually becowe parl and parcel of man < ious culture,

T

for God, and thersefore to

ternal ceremony never reaches the inner life,
Syternal observances therefore are not valuable for the inner 1ife,”
The words of Jesus stung heavily on the traditions of the Jew It

st have broken the heart of the Lord that the Jewish traditions wers hinder-

ing peonle from coming to the lmowledge
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worshipping Him, The righteous indignation of the 2 sharp

the traditional sty

el
e
[o B
=
ot

Tt
<

]

}

conformed Himself to the Jewish culture, The sseming

instances of Christ's conformity to culturs were only His response to

ch othervwise would have interfered with

obligations,
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sic) that the fundame

problem was inter
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al and not external,

So

is primary concern was

fe of the individual, To this ez te

1d did he direct his teaching a;
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The Christ-culture problem in the uvlitimate analysis is wmetap!

in nature, It is a oroblem of reconciling two natures —-- the sinful nature

of man and the holy nature of the Almi
timately a matter of reconciliation to God,

Culture is a reflscltion of human nature which is sinful, It is either

the flesh, where the lustful

~

a citadel of sin or an edifice of the eners:

desires of the human beings dwell in
According to the Bible, God created man, Ian wvas created in God's

own image, This image of God in man is characterized by his free will, and

his freedom to choose the good -- which is the way of God, When man chooses

the bad he 1

53
joN
e

sfTiguring the dimage of God, Man is pgiven freedom only to
choose the good, Vhers this is violated man should expect th

34 not he defined
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erence to punish and judge him, IHers,
as the capacilty of man to bend his will any way he desires, It should be de-

dard prescribed by God for repulating the behaviour

,.5

fined as a necessary sta:

of man, o, when the first human pair disobeved their Creator they were stepping

out of the 1imits of their fresdom, God's standard was violated, and there-~
fore God must respond, To reveal His justice God resvonds to man in LOVE,
Inherent in the divine nature is the desire to revesl, It is more

than a desire, It is an inevitability characterized by the very naturs of

s His characteristic that He reveal Himself, This revels

[

God, It



£o
ol

possible only in crealtion. So God created the universe and the human being

ql

to whom He can reveal Himself, Hevelation was the primary purpose in God

creation of man, The secondary purvose was fellowship, IFf God created man
primarily for fellowship this very purpose was defeated in the Garden of Lden,

The activities of man and

to study, The Garden of Eden was

Christ, The fall of wan in the Garde:
progressive purpose of revelation, It is God's nature to permit thinegs to

haopren in creation that are normally contrary to His will, Wwhen that which

is permitted by God happens in creation He intervenes and reveals aspects of
His nature, Through revelation several attribultes of God are graudally re-

vealed, Disobedience demands that God's justice be revealed, His love de-
manded that man be redsermed from the condsmation of sin, This was made

-~y .

possible through the revelation of His love, ZHedemphtion would never have
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happened e not love, God poured out His love Tor wen in the wmerson

of Jesus Christ who poured out his life for the believers,
. .

In the context of the vreceding reflections a definition of history

is a possibility,

yvtion and History

]

the progressive purposs of

story is

™

Revelation and !

God is revealed, history then, go side by side, and both

progressive, God, therefore, is the author of history.

and final

Ao LDk

behind the scenes of history that He mighlt appear apai:

-

second appearance would perhaps mark the hi
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Sin and HByil

The disobedient act of the finite but perfect will of Adam (perfect
to the extent God intended it to he) was sin but no evil, Sin which is disobed

jence to the will of God is no evil unless God declares it

not capabls of

effect of sin upon man is a result of God's Judgment, 5o sin was no svil

‘.

Heither sin nor the act of judgment was evil, It was the effect of the divine

was not separated from God until He pronocunced

Judgrent upon him, God had contact with man even after he simmed,

shade of evil

.o
O
g
H
e
o
o
ot
o}
-
=
FD
ol
w
=
o
oy
3
A
<
@
=
a9
-

o
(=5

under sin and g5 evil and corrupt, As time went
this man becowes the man of culture, IHis cultural ideology is based on

n to correct

» P S . . - - 12 e o K o
himse1f (to redesm or 1ift up) in his fallen estats,

his eternzl love
DL V.G S L0 . b=

at the helpless estate of

3

God takes a hard Llook at humen history and decided to descent upon it,

God, who severed man from His fellowship through his Judement upon

him, now wants to communicate with him through his culture, This e did by

appearing in the midst of the cultural man in the verson of Jesus Chris

Jed 1 hric of

Jesus was born a Jew, surrouncec Dy an enormous fabric o

and religious culture, Through their culture Jesus snoke to them, throush
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their culture, Jesus corrected the Jewish culture, but did not conform to

it, e was the Judge of the Jewish culture, Ue rebelled against aspects

of 1t on several occasions, IT of the dJewish culture He

could not have rebelled against it, This thought is in accordance with Christ's
ownn logic that, "a house divided against itself cannot stand,” The Jewish
culture certainly outlived Christ's rebellion against it, He had to judge

the present culture by sage and content

of the Kingdom of God, For Ilis Kingdom of CGod will not accept human standards,
The Kingdom of God has a definite standard which is arrived ai only through

the substitutlonary death of Christ on Calvary,

The Gospel of hardly speaks of anv particular instance in which

Christ could be understood as conforming to the Jewish culture, He did not
coms to conform, Ie came to confound, The message of the Kingdom was con-
founding, In Christ's message the Jews found no element of hops for their
long expectation of a political Fessiah,

Christ's conformity was to the written word of Cod, and He spent mos
of public winlstry in teaching, preaching and expounding it through words
and deeds, People were amazed at His wisdom and ex deoth of His wnder-
standing and lnowledse, IHis audience was astonished so much at the profundity
of Mis teaching that they asked themselves "Prom where hath this man these

things, And what wisdom is this which is given unto Him, that even such
tt { “Fmnlr /2 r\)
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4 modified or a rather radical definition of culture by the writer
would make it further impossible for Christ to have belonsed or conformed to
any type of culture at any time in the history of man,

Culture should not he understood as civilization or human progress

of any kind, Vhat we see as culture in the realm of human progress and
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civilization is only the »roduct o

culture, Culture, therefore, is a stals of the

seeks to fulfill and cherish his desirves and aspir-

ations in the most tangible and visible

tween the state of wind as culture, and the fulfillsd desives of man as the

m

"oroduct of culture,”

Culture, the

comtined effort of the wmind of man and the things of naturs,

pletor of human culture,

- desus crucified

old culture Today Christ provides a new culture to 211 those vho helieve,

It was the original purpose of the writer

the relationship

culture o

e Lord could not

ith the culiure of

interaction

ish culture

the judge of the Je

m
H
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but of 21l culture the civilized world,
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The nresence of Christ on earth avtomaticall

mself upon the cross of Calvary, mankind

under what be called the “"dilemma of the free will," The first dilewma
of the free w1ll made death inevitable The second dilswmme of the free +will
sees Tthe possibility of et life,

Jesus Chy born in the midst of a culture consumed in corruntion,

of a culture the content of which consisted mainly in the observance of vetiyr
rules and regulations,

the lord was born into this culture Hz could not have

1 I s 3 3 ey g e 1T,

His message was different; Hls Kingdom was different

e

not have concerned Himself 1

the outward

was man, and

of man, and not with his way of 1ife, "It is the heart that defiles man,”

ceded regensration,

I
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Christ judeed the Jgwish culture, He in the midst of severe opposition
vointed out its eccentric supsrst
replaced the Holy Sceriptures with the vrofane human traditions, The individual

was bound by the petty rules and repgulations he had to observe in the dav to

i

iessiah was in the midst of IHis people, But thevy
Bm,  They would not accept Him or His teachings, To some

He was a "Galilean" -~ one who stirred up trouble, To some e was a great

teacher ~- 2 miracle worker, dJohn the rtist pointed out Herod's sin, He

lw

wes beheaded as a2 resul

‘g



murdered Him on the cross of Calvary,

Christ faces the cultures of today with the same Twpe of challengs
and courage He did the Jewish culbure, Today the task belongs to dvangelical
Christianity, Yvhat is needed today is a Christianized culture, The reverse,
however, seems to be the truth -~- a culturized Christianity, The Christians

have failed to keep the secular culture from the door of Christianity,
Thousands of variations in interpreting the scripture have produced

T These doctrinal Christians

thousands of wvariat
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ons of doctrinal Christ

fode

accommodate tenets of secular culture into thelr doctrinally regulated church

1ife thereby mocking the chastity of the content of Christisnity, The inter-

the scriptures,

none that understandeth; there is none that
r God, they are all gone out of the vay, They
s

t-vr Boeomﬂ unprofitable, there none that doeth

(Romans 3:11-12)

L

If Paul were living today this would have bsen his cormmentary wnon

the Christians of today, Peopls have gone out of £ Christianity-
Christ and have become unprofitable, Culbture and the petty doctrines thev

Tferent from the preservation

'h

i)

i
o]
n
®
L]
o
e
o+
1
0
sl
O
joN]
[N

1

ch the Pharisees stood for,

t at the center of Christianity, As long as Christ is

concern for man, no compassion,

the individual soul,



themselves to the much disputed
doctrines of convenience, are no less in religiosity than the Fharisess of

Christ®s time,

Christians make rules and regulations for exa

want to observe their rules and

21l rules and repulations and traditions,
is its g ~Y CONCern —-— all clrecumstan ces, This is a

iated over and over asain in the Gospels, “Sabbath is made

assion is the story of Ch

and love iz its eternal banner, Christ is its content, and the

are its guide; and the MHoly Spirit its fr

Concen

hacome sterso-tveed,

It is this

accommodation and compromise, Christians

Tarm  de o T e .
In todav's wor

sams as Jesus’ dav,



by has the right to
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culture dn

v conve v

according to His Gospel,
sinece the time of Christ have done

dJesus® time did, The scribal

proportion, They becams Ffanatics

revered their rules and regu-

cersecution, The more the

bscame Tor peonle to obssrve them,

them dnsecure and fetltersed by the merciless shackles of blind

worship of

There arose among the Christians a passion for interpretation of the serip-
tures, ‘Thousands of doctrines, as mentioned earlier, came into beinz, Peonle
hecams defenders of their doctirines, Hundreds in the

name of doctrines and the preservation of themn,

these innumerable interpretations the content and character

of Christianity were overlooked Jesus hecame a

the current

For several me saviour but with no conseqguence in



The most God-oriented religious psople on sarth were t
were 2 chosen osople of God, The more God-oriented they were,
conscious they became ~- they became consclous of His

Jews wanted to proltect Mis holiness at any
keeping of the laws and observing more rules
people Jesus proved them wronz, Ve called
the fundamental problem of men, It stemmed
It was very significant that Tt
problem of human heart, The heart is the ve

is the heart thal required regeneration in o

obtain salvation, 3Jo Christ,

their "hypocrisy" was also referring to wan'

o
by

expe

e,

and repulations

them hyoocrites,
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from the heart,
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