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AR Your letter of the 17th. has just arrived, with

@ lot of othere that the postman brought, and I'm glad indeed you

can enjoy some of the verses in "All Kinde of Weather." The press

out here have been very kind to the book. Ben Hur Levpman wrote

X - & decidedly interesting editorisl in the Oregonian aboul it, and

F much of that was copied in the Graphic this week -- lasi week the
local paper used the foreword that Prof. Root wrote. (Did I tell
you who he is? He's professor of Inglish at Barlham College, po=
etry editor of the Americsn Friend, the Lest known Quaker poet in
America, yes, in the world, today, and called by some critics the
best imagist poet in Americe. I was especially glad to have his
approbation.)

The two Otises did not get their vacations at the same

time, as they had hoped to do. Otis Xnight and his wife lMary ar-
rived in Newberg dsy before yesterday, at four o'clock, I met
them at the stage depot and brought them here for dinner. Bertha
lMay had come up from Portland to stay until today. After dinner
I took them out to the coast, and they are spending some days &t '
5l TeePee -=- 1 wun't know how long, nor do bhey. de were Sorry
no enu tial they could not sbay right here for sume days, and
then Rebecca and I go out with them to Woods and spend whatever
time they wanted to spend at the iwo places and traveling about
bhie slate. Dubt Rebecca just was not well enough to nave them
here for even one night. When they get ready to move on north,
Ll hope that I shall be able to go over and briung thew in, They
want to go u. the Columoia Highway, to visit Portland and per-
haps Seattle, and maybe go even farther. OQtis Knight is in the
chemistry department of the ¥aval Ordinance Testing Station in
the desert in Eastern California, and he has a full month's va-
catbtion each year.

! Otis and Golda left Birnamwood konday, I suppose. I
A had written them of conditions here, and told them thai they

might not be able to stay with us here at Newberg, bul were wel-
come to 1 TeePee, and we'd do the best we could for them, de-
senaing on conditions when they arrived, if they decided to come
on anyhow. A letter this morning from Otis says that they are
coming, to arrive about June 18, with the knowledge that they may
not live at 1000 Sheridan Street zt all. But they want to see us,
if only for a little while, and they want to see Cregon. Otis
Knight and Mary are trying hard to induce them to come on and see
them in “alifornia.

S Sorry that Cora had not been 80 well when you wrote.
How hard it is for folks who have heart difficulties to take as
good care of themselves as the doctors adviee. (O yes, I know.)
L s

(e

You ask about the marriage of Father and Mother, and ;
to you as well as I remember it. First you ought

you do, the dbackground of the requirements 8

- g in regard to marriage. : : -~

after the long war between

-



ulment wiih Spain

_ ountenance even an
ov 1l in the olic world., Failing in his effort to get
of Catherine su that he could marry the much younger and

gre%hlor Anne Boleyn, he separated the English church from the
oman, 2nd he himself (Blessed saint or cursed old swine and
devil, according to the point of view) became the head of (he
English church, which was much like the Rowan except that it had
such a different head. But plenty of things were found %o fight
about, though they needed only this one thing, that the kngiish
church had rebelled, and the rebellion ought to be put down, for
the salvation of the sould of everybody concerned.

|
|
|
|
|

Tell, soketimes things went in fevor of the Catholics,
and they burned the leading fenstice at the stake; sometimes they
went in favor of the Church of inglend, and they burned Catholics
at the stake =-- fire seemed tu have the same effecclt on either.
But presently the Church of Ffngland beczme permenently in the
escendancy, the Catholic cathedrals, ebbeys and monasteries were
going to ruin, and the Church of Lngland became &an example of in-
tolergnce for all vhe world in all ages.

Everything ocutside the Church of Englanc wae cutlawed.
The Nueakers, for instance, could not even hold a silent neeting
without being subject to arrest, imprisonment, heavy fines, and
such treatment that many of them died under it, 2nd at times it
took five figures to write the nuwber of Quakers who werc in
prison, sometimes for meeting for worship culsice Llhe Church of
Englend, sometimes for refusing to pay the tithe, the tax that
went to the church, some of whose clergymen were no more fitled
for spiritual leagership then the ordinary postmaster under ithe
0ld "epoils system.” (It wes the facl that these men were appointed
to their "livinge" by secular authority =nd were often sc devoid
of qualification ior gpiritual leadership Lhal wade the Friends
rebel ageinst a "hireling ministry.")

weil, this is boo long au introduction. But it was sup-
posed to lead up bo an understanding of the fact that since mar-
riage was for those folks a religiocus function, and since nobody
‘could legelly perform a marriage except a priest of the Ghurch
of England, and since these dissenting Quskers could not be mar-
ried by a Church of Fngland priest, no Quaker marriage could be
strictly legal, and no Quaker children could be legitimate.

, But these early Quakere, who were giving the world its
1% best lesson in religious and civil liberty, hoped that England
5 would scme day return to sanity; they knew that no civil power
§ AR and no ecclesizstic power had the right to tell all Quakers that
they must not marry; and 80 they worked out their own code of
psrrisge, Lo make everything right when Englsnd did again be-
come sapne, &8 bthe country later did. Theytried to surround mar- '
' Vi L6 rd, and to have every marriage so well :
) per that some day everything aboub :
legally recognized.

was worked out for Quaker merry-
: Friend marrying any




y business meetings
: ; house were drawn,
m&rﬁtaly .

; © Well, when a young man and a young woman had deciaed

to be murried (so far se they made the decision), the young man
~would get up at some monthly meeting, and with some oluer man wno
had been chosen, went into the women's meeting, and sal down

(due notice having been given in advance s to what was to occur.)
After a proper interval, the young man snd the young woman would
g0 together to the front of the house and say in unison, "We in=-
tend marriage with each other."” Then later the young women would
€o with an older women intc¢ the men's meeting, 2nd the same pro=
cedure would be gone through. 5o now the secret is out -- these
two young people intend to be married.

Pverything now waite for at least a month, and waybe a
good deal longer. But some time later, at snother monthly busi-
ness meeting, the couple go through the same proceeding, cxcepl
that this time they ssy, ""e¢ still intend marriage with each <ctherd
ind now, since this meens that ‘they are ready toc be married soon

¢ if ali goes well, the wounthly mectings, men's and women's, appoint
conmittees to see whether there is any reason discemnable why
these shell not be married.

This investigetion was no joke in the early days. If
the health of either the prospective grcom or bride was such as
to suggest the inadvisebility of marriage; if the young man had
been playing sround with other women and there was another en-
gegement; if onme of the parties was too muchi clder than the other;
if either had obligations that it would be impossible to fulfil
if they were married (such as.the csre of & parent who was ill
or disebled); or if for any other reason the marriage was deened
to be improper, the commitiee mi ht recommend to the monthly
peebing that the warrizge be postponed, that it ac not occur, or

; that all's well, and the marriage is approved. The montihily meet-
" ing usually acted in accord wiih the recommendation of the com-
wittee of investigaiion. .

If the warriage was approved, then 2 committee was ap-
pointed to see that the marriage was properly performed, cither
2 et some regular meeting or at some special meeting appointed for

thet purpose. : .

- " {The proceeding was not alweys as simple as this. It

) might be that the prospective bride and groom did nct belong to

35 the same meeting, and they might be married in a still different
L meeting. In the case of Msry and Cecil, kary belonged t¢ a
meeting in Wew York at that time, and Cecil to a meeting south’

= they were married in this meeting. But some of

eariier days had been dispensed with by this time,

to do it entirely regularly, &s Mary '

e
SR ol

irriage arrived, the meeting

a regular meeting; and
ed, there was the usua

1t "moved" to speak did




coupl uld ‘%o the froant of

2 3, and he would say, "In the presence

sefors these witnesses, I, John Smith, do take thee,
= s to be my wedded wife, prowmising with divine sssistance
to be to thee o loving and faithful hueband until deatn shall
separate us " (or as came to be the more pleasing form, "sc long
as we both shall live.) Then the bride made the same vow, with
the proper changes in wording. And then they both signed a mar=-
riage certificate, the bride signing under her new namej and Lhan
all those present at the marriage signed as witnesses, Lhat Lhere
might be a living witness until the last one at the ceremony was
gone.

‘he warrisge certificate was, whenever pussible, a reg-
ular sheepskin parchment, and they took pains to engross it and
to make a complete stalement in regard to the wedding. "Jeohn
Smith aid then take Mdary Brown by the hand, and said, "In the
presence of God and before these WibtnESEEH eevsevees ! 2Nd S50 OIl,
clear to the statement concerning the signatures of the contract-
ing parties and of the witnesses.

ell, as 1 said some pages back, this was to furnish
ample evidence when Ingland's laws became agein sanethat this
marriage had been properly performed, even though the marner of
it was for a2 time illegal.

Long before Lhe merriage of our parents much of this
‘had become nonessential from the legal standpoint, ana they aia
et feel that it was necessary. The dreaded the rigmarole of
"We lnlend marriage with each other”, "we still intend warriage
with each cvther", the "investigating committee", and all that
sort of thing, including the public marrizage. They saw no real
reason for all o' it, since by this l(ime they could be married
Just as other folke were. So they just side stepped the "red
tape", as so many were doing, and were married in the home of
Crandfather “ennington as I remember it, because that was a more
commodious home than that of Grandfather €ook, married by a
Quaker preacher, who was not "dealt with", strange to say, mare
ried in the preszence of the two families and just a few iumediate
friends, instead of being married in a public meeting in the
awe=-inspiring meeting house at Westfield (more awe=-inspiring te
them in thouse ways and at their age than it would ve to yoo in
these days, and at your present age.)

Vell, they had "contracted marriasge contrary to the
discipline, and they had to be "dealt wito." (Many & monthly
meeting minute-book of those days has many pages devoted to the
complaeinls againet and the disownment of those who were guilty
of "merriege contrary to the discipline” and "deviation {rom
plainness of dress and address"”, which meant failure to wear
‘the Quaker bonmet and shawl and drab drees of the women or the

col 8 coat, etc., of the men.,) . ‘ ‘ e
o WY ANPAE, \ B i1 ‘ L2
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| Father and Mother "turned out of
wj bul the law Bad tc be vindi-

m. Théy were requiread to
. documents wnrnif‘

" L LY

o




that F will pass it _

D 80 long as my conduct shall render me worthy."
, both of them signed, after they had crossed out the words,

*for which T am sorry." TFather declared that he was not sorry

¥ Y

he had married other, and never expected to be, though I have

ne doubt that he knew perfectly well that it was the "contrary

to the discipline" for which he was supposed to say that he was
sorry. 1iHe was disowned, and Mother supposed she was. later they
Joined the Yesleyan Wethodists, and Pather became a class leader

~in that church. But after a while they came back (0 iriends.

Father was accepted tack i to membership; Mothner found that the
wonmen had been charitable and had retained her as a wember, €ven
while she belonged to the Wesleyans for part of the Lime.

well, that's the story, and I hope you took a time Lo
read it when there was no pressing business on hands. "It is (00
long" said Polonius. "It shall to the barbers wilh ,our beard”
gaid Hamlet.

You caid that Tillis was "building his airport." Vadda-
yumean? Is he building 25 ve used to bwild air-castles, or did
the vote favor it, so thet work is actually beginning?

I hope you "lumber-jackasses" (words quoted) will not
suffer any evil effects from your strenuous logging uperz4$ions,
but if you had asked my advice ~- I'd probably have been a jack-
a8 Loc, and worxed with youj; and 1 know that even ii my heart
were Lhe best in the world, I have no business doiwm, that sort of
stuff unless I had a belter pair of legs.

I've not got Willis's "specizsl variety" of English
walnuts off to him yet, but hope to get them on their way today
or tomorrow.

I've been pounding thie machine fifteen pages worth,
end have a lot more yet to dc, and I'd better end this.

¥ith love from both of us to all of you,

dr, Parker O. ﬁmnington. v .
Michigan. T » i

" L&
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