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. Bhoughts that have been burdening me

entiously refuses to ragister. but pe¥sonally I should not feel

August 3, 1928,

Priends Nommittee on Yational Legislation,
«1l1ll Florida /venue N.W,,
Waahington 8. D,C.
2 )
Dear Friendst-=-

1wt me tharik you for "Advices un Conscripliun and
War" which 1 have ‘just received. W¥e shall be trying to get this
document, copies of Lhe comscriplion law and other material into
every meeting, anad as neatrly as sossicie inlo every hoise where a
young Friend is who is now or will soon be subject Lo Lhe drait.

V

¥ do not know just who is re: ynsible for the final
form of these rdvices, and soc I &m expr ng to you some of the
ev ince I firat heard of ,

at ‘some of the things I
give unnecessary grounds
altered. - I do not want
know that suvme of the

fhis pronouncement. I had understc
feel to be objectionable, and which wil
for opnasitian te onr positicn, were Lo

-<.
b(,\;-“ib)\
(ﬂ}-‘

Priends to ga ahout seeking marly and I e
statements in these advices will L-uk like that to some Yrienas,
and still more so to others who dc¢ not symoathize with our posi=-
tion. 48 Lnoroughly committed as 1 awm 0 Frienas testimony and to
the sugport .of tnoae who are following the dictates of thelir con-
geiences, sune of these statements scem $o me statements that we
ought not to make, at least in the furm in which they are mide.

I think the one thing 36
which save, "7e warmly approve civil d
that statement will not be understoocd dy ma
minds, put us into the category of the anar
thing, it gives our enemies a2n opporiuni
tainly use, to misrepresent us befor 18 57
1t states trings negatively, declaring that We ‘approve ulsuuealeggg
to the civil government inslead of saying that we approve complete
gbedience uc¢ a Luv*rnvwnb hlcucr than any civil authority. Ana for
snother, it seems to go out of its wey to avoid the sort of state-
ment that is made in the law itself about the recognition of that

Righer demand which God maxes upon us.

One of the metropolitazn papers of Fortland came cut the

‘other day with the statement, ! am told, that Friends had advised T
all their members to refuse Lo register. The statement in “arag g
. graph 1 gives color to that statement, if it dces not fully Jjuse~ g
tify it., That is going to meke a real split in our own denomina~ @
. #ion, as well s bringing on us, =s I see it, unnecessary re- .-
‘proach. I am ready to stand by to the limit the man who consci- R

~?9,t9‘adviao him not to register. If he can aonaciodnlx de xﬁ,
; ' I could if I were of draft age, I think hn’; 1t _



uths uny to add to our own difficulties.

me many servicee, some of whiech 1 pay for, and some of which I re- .
ceive whetngr 1 pay for them or not. ZPublic educalbion, the. pustial ‘
system, police protection, fire protection, water supply, legal pro-
tection from mapy furme of injusiice, these and many other things

I get from my givernment. It secms tu me that when my gbvernment
neeus my services, in the payment of taxes, in jury service or in
other ways, it is my patriotic duty to give that service to the
government, from which I am taking bencfits every dey. Bul no gove
ernment has lhe right to demand that L violate the commands of God
in service to the state. My state takes profits from pari-mutuel
gambling on horse and dog races; but it does not heve the right to
demand that T handle this business in viclation of my consciencee.

My state runs the liquor business within its boundaries; but it

has no rigst: to demand that I run one of the liguor siores in vi=-
olation oL my conscience. ”) state hus capital punishment; bub it
does not have the right to demand that I throw the swilch or pull
the trap or relecase fhe poison gas in viclation of my cunsciences
And wnen ay pvvernwent dewands Lual L register, with Lne proaise

in advance that if i am conscientiously opposed tc war, L shall ncl
be required to participate, L can sce how meny, and 1'Ll gues the
very great isajurily of conscientious objectors, Friends and none-
¥rienas, widl feel thal thnis is not an unreasonable ner &n improper
requirement of the government. Most of them, for s guess, will De
convinced taat as patriotic citizens they have no right to refuse

tc register, and they will register without any disobedience to
conscience.

I doubt the wisdom of reising the question of refusel
to pay taxes, becaunse the major porticn of some of thal tax goes

“into use for mll1t._x_~ purposes. <Lhere are s¢ many aifficulties inm
-

the way of handding Lhat matter that tnink it shculd have been
omitted. How is a man going tv segregate his taxes into what lb
to go for military purposes &ni what is to go for bcondoggling

Ana htw 1s Be geing to get ocut of paying them, anyhow? ik ke
refuse bLou surn in his income tex revorts, and get intc Lrouble
that fur vack from contributing to war purposes? If he does that,
what will be the result so fer as anything prectical is concerned?
®Won't the goverrment get the money snyhow, in additicn to the big

trouble he will get into? And how is & man goinﬁ to avoid making
his contribution® If it were not fLT the WAT, this letter conld
g0 in ordinary mail for two cents, Must I decline to send it bDe=

cause part of the cost of the stomp is spent for milirary purposes,
dgirectly or indirectly?

tell, I've said enough, perhaps a lot too much. If twa
of the statements in these advices had been different, 1'c -not
have wribtten Luis levter. with wust of the statements made 1 am
in complete ana hearty agrecment. %“e'll find it hard enough to
make our stand understood -- ana witnout that understaending mar- ]
tyrdom self-sought will not get cur cause anywhere -- &and to win ]
aaherents Lo our comvictions of the Tight w1thuut going out of v

Yith best wishes, with sincere appreciation of the cour-
4ion of the young people who were so enthusiastic for *3
%ttelants-in these ddvioas. hut vtth,the £gh&pg gy 2
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