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CHAPTER X
INTRODUCTION

The business world has recognised the importance of a pere
son %o i:or:on contact in crt_hr to zequaint the customer with and to
gell his product, 1If they didn't obtain this method from thg Hew
Testament personal evangelists, they well might have done so, for

this method was very successfully used in New Testament times,.
A, THE PROBLEM

The Problem Stated., The writer is convinced that therd is a
need in the Christian “hurch today eiizmy enew the lives and work
of the successful New Testament porspnnl workers during and prior %o
the early lew Testament Church, (2) to formulate a 1list of reguired
gualifications for a successful personal worker based vpon the gualite-
jes found to be ox;sting tn the lives of the successful Tew Testament
worker, (3) to otserve the technicueswhich these personal wprkers
used and to attempt to arrive at their philosophy of personal evangel-
jsm, and (4) to compare these findings with the gualities existing in
successful personal workerw todey and see if there is a common standard

which can bé reasonably sure to bring seccess whenever and wherever

aﬁ?‘-'li’d.
B, THE JUSTIPICATION OF THE STUDY
The Study Justified. Human nature remaine basically the same.

reul seid in Rommns 33123, "For all have sinned, and f£all ahori of the



glozy of God,” Therefore, 4f all have sinnsd, then ware all sinners
and in need of salvation] The church needs %o resch ss many of these
sinners zs is possibls in the time alloted %o her. 7% is evident that
the church 45 not doing th e Job that needs to bve done, Twvenis of
histeory, such as the Jews returning %o Palestine, the ealamities thal
are all aboul us, wars and rumowrs of wars, ete. point up the fact &hat
the $ime 48 ropidly draving %0 o elose, Therefore,the writer concludes
that in view of these facts, 1% would he worth while to sseb for the
best possible metheds 4n order that the job mizht be done mors efficw
tently and effectively. |

i gurvey of the recorded eonversions in our own former (ree
goneYashington Uonference of the Bvangelical United Brathren Church
duping the sizteen vesers prior to 1951 showed that 1% ftook on sn aver.
age seven and seven tenthe mpezbers per year %o win one soul %o ghﬂﬁé.
1 eagh of these converds were won by the personal coniact of o peve
gonal worker, vhich wmdoubtedly was not the ezees, 1% 8b11l would be
o very poor record for the total merbership of the confersnce,

The task of winniang souls %o the lerd by mesns of & pevesn $o

pergon contact cannot be done by the ministers alons, The resnonsibs
$14%y nust be shared Ly the leily se well, Oharles ¥, Beaech said,
P4{elds are never won by men who weay an
epoulet and a sword., I% {s the men in the
ranks, the men who carry the muskets that draw
blood and win the victory.t

¥Yade O, “mith would strengthen thie by his statement that . "It is ¢n

Yonarles T, Besgh, Tnd: gm, (Philadelshies The

Yesbminsber Press, 1908), 1 . é? vel welre




the Divine Scheme that every holder of the light ehell be a digrender
of the 11ght."t Ee also nttributes the £ailure of the church to even.
goelize the world in the past two thousend years %o the fact that they
huve saphasized the mass over the ¢ndividual effort. He very pheture
euquely 1llustrated his point by saying, 74 carload of malches would

naver serve {43 purpose except as each madeh s ebrusk Individually®,”
¢, rURPOSE OF THE STUDY

This theais has not been wribtten becsusse there has beesn nothing

evengelism, There i3 a weaslth of

effersd in the fleld of nersonsl
literalure avalilable of far superior quslity then the wriler could ever
produsen, tut,ef this naterial which he has sxsmined, nothing has been
found which has besn 1imited %5 an inductive atudy of Hew Tesbament
personsl evangeliem. In view of this fm%, he has made this study to

help 111 the gap.

Do DEFINITION OF TERMNS

By personal evangelism !s mesnt the cone
taet of one individuel with encther with the zmxg}mé of lesding that
{ndividual into 2 saving faith in Jesus Christ, or to help that tndivide
uval in his ehristian growth, or still further., %o lead that cne into

an experience of the f11ling of the Hely ’%;mm The wrilter has

Lyade ¢, Smith, Mew Test
Onward Press, 1930), p.28,
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broadened his definition in some instances to tnelude more than one
tndividusl wheress the remarks of the personal werker can Ye applied
to each individual without hie being able loc shift the spplication %o

ans ther,

Fersonzl Werker. 3By personal worker,the writer iz referring

to the one engeged in personal evangeliasm,

Subisat, By thés term, the writer is referring %o the individe
ual with wvhom the personal worker {s denling .

ing the Het®, 3By thig term, the writer referrs to the

prosess by which %«P;es personal sorker brings the subject %o 2 definite

decioion for Chriet.
T BIBITATIONG OF THZ sWUW

This $‘$”&§§’( has been primerily limited to the imerican Stendard
Version of the Hev Testament, However, the writer losked to the write

ings of successful personal workers of our dsy %o compare their experw

{encey and methods with those foun
formulete a standard applfecable to both. The study within the Hew

¢:in the New Testament to atbempt to

Tostament was limited to a shudy of (nlividual pevmml svangeliste

who had proven &iamﬂalwg wuseessfel in this field,and %o a otudy of
the agtual personal evangelism situstions. The writer recogniszed his
lipitadion in that the Bible wrilers were forced %o sliminste %&m‘k
which would be mz.m‘bia detsil were 1t supplied, Due %o the necessily
of reeording the bare sssentials, the writer feels that he might have



drewn conclusions from the fegts presented vhich might have been dif.
ferent,if more fscts =nd details of the actual exmsples of personsl

wark were wipplied,

The writer first surveyed the fiqm and selected the passages
of seripture which dealt wilh personsl evangelims, noting the successe
ful evengelists in the field, ss well as sash exzsmple of personal evane

goliem fownd, seand . he stedied the gualifications of a suscessful

parsonnl worker, These were found by otudying the suscesefvl evangels
iats and noting the gualities which they possessed which had a2 definite
%mgﬁg upen personsl work., Thizd, He observed the technicue which
these gmﬁwiémg used as 1% related to (1) thelr spproach of the gube
Ject, (2) their tnterviews with the subject, {37 their use of the
seripture, (4) their use of witness or personal testimony, and (5)

their ability in "drawing the net¥,



CHAPTER II

A HISTORICAL SURVEY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPIES OF PERSONAL
WORK

The purpose of this chapter was to make & historicel smrvey of
the examples of personal work found in the New Testement. On meking
this survey it wes discovered that the exsmples of personal work fell
under the following classifications: (1) Examples whereby the initi-
ative was taken by the subject. (2) Examples whereby the initiative
wes taken by the personal worker. (3) Exemples of those who ceme to
the personal worker through the influence of another or others. (&)
Exemples of personal work with believers in Christ, end (5) one exame

ple of personal work in reverse, of Saten attempting to gain the vie-

tory over Jesus.

EXAMPIES WHEREBY THE INITIATIVE WAS TAXEW BY THE SUBJECT

A Leper Healed!

When Jesus descended from the mountain upon which He had given
the great "sermon on the mount," He was confronted by a leper. He
worshipped Him and said, "Ibrd. if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me
clean." Jesus rewarded his feith by saying, "I will; be thoucleen."
He stretched out His hand end touched him, and hesled him immediately.

1
Matthew 8:l1=l



However, Hs comnmanded him not to tell any man what he had done for
himg but instead to go to the priest "and offer the gift that Moses
commandad,l for a testimony unto them." |

The Healing of the Centurion's Servant?

On entering the city of Capernsum, Jesus was met by a centur-
ion bent on obteining healing for his servant. 3Being a gentile, he
manifested remarksble faith in Jesus, in that vhen Jesus offered to
nome to his homo, he said, "Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldast
come under my roofi but only say the word, and my servant shall be
healed."3 $his unusuval falth prompted Jesus %o say,

I have not found so great faith, no, not
.4in Israel. And I say unto you, that many
ghall come fyrom the east and the west, and shall
sit down with Abraham, and Isase, and Jacob,
in the kingdom of heaven. But the sons of
the kingdon shall be cast forth into outer
darkness$ thara shall be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth.

By this statement He made it clear that, even though this men
was not a Jew, yet because of the faith that he manifested in Jesus
he would be seved and enjoy eternal life; he would one day "sit down

with Abrsham, Isesc, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.“'s He wes

lieviticus 81493 14i2-32
%Matthew 815-13

3Matthev 818

uMa.tthew 8:10=-12
SMatthew 8311



then %old to go on his way with the assurence that as his faith was

positive so was the answer {to his request.

The Persistent Faith of the Canaanitish Womanl

Jesus and His disciples withdrew for rest to the regions of
Tyre and Bidon and while there, a Cansanitish woma..n came %o Jewus to
obtain healing for her sick daughter. At firat Jesus disregarded her.
When his disciples asked Him to send her away He sald thet He wase
"not sent but unto the lozt sheep of the house of Isrul."z Vhen it
wes apparent that she wamn't going to give up Jesus seid, "Great is
thy feitht be it unto thee even as thou wilt.">

Jesus Deals with the Rich Young Rulerb'

This rich young ruler came to Jesus and addressed Him as fol-
lows: "Good Tescher, what shell I do thet I mey inherit eternal
1ife?"® Jesus questioned him fist as to the resson why he called Him
Hgood." He explained that there was only one who is good, namely,
God., Second, as to his knowledge of the law. Being satisfied at
these points, He said, "One thing thou lackest, "Go, sell vhatsoever

thou hast, and give to the poor, end thou ghalt have treassure in

DMatthew 1512128
ZMatthew 15820
Hatthew 15:28
MMark 10:17-31
SMark 10817
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heavent end come follow me. The rich young ruler refused %o meed

this reguirenendt and turned eway sorrowiul for he had great possessions.
The Felth of Blind Bartimeeus Reverded?

As Jesus and Hig disciples were lesving Jericho followed by a
great multitude of people, blind Bartimesus heerd them epproaching.
learning thet it was Jesus, he cried out, "Jesus, Thou gon of David,
heve mercy on mo.“3 When those nearby attempted to silence him, he
eried out the more. dJesus heard his cry and gave instructions that
he be summoned to come. Bartimaeus responded immediagely and requese
ted that he might receive his sight. Jesus ssid to him, "Go thy weys

thy faith hath made thee whole."u

Jesus at the Home of a Pharisees

Jesus was invited to dine at the home of a Pharisee. Vhile
there, & woman of the city, a sinner, came $o Him and wept, wetting
His feet with her tears, and wiping them with the hair of her heed.
She then anointed them with the ocintment that she brought with her,

Jegus forgave her of her sin because of her fa!.th.s He used this as

Terk 10221
ZMark 10346-52
JMare 103047
MMeri 10352
Sluls 7136-18
S1uke 7148-50
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en example to teach the Pharigee that the one to whom much is forgiven
will love much, but to whom little is forgiven, that one will love
little.

The Conversion of the Thief on the Crossl

Jesus hung suspended from the central one of three chosses.
The crowd below, composed of the pecple, the rulers, and the soldiers
lifted up their voices in mockery saying, in effect, if thou art the
Christ, come down from the cross, save thyself. Iven one of the
thieves hanging beside Him "railed on Him, saying, Avt not thou the
- Christ?! Save thyself and us."?: The other thief, however, rebuked
him beceuse hs feared not fod. Hg then turned to Jesus and said,
Jesus, remember me when thou comest in Thy kingdom."3 Jesus ane
swered, "Verily I sey unto thee, Todey shalt thou be with me in Pare-

disa.“h

Hicodemue! Interview with Jaeus5

Wicodemua, & Pharisee as well as a ruler of the Jews, came
to Jesus by night. He indicated by his firet remark to Jesus that

he recognized in Him “a teacher come from God."6 Jesus made no com-

Liuke 23133-43
2inles 23839

if.-uke 23842
yLqu 23:43 .
John 3311=-21

gJohn 3220
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ment to this, but immediately pointed out the necessity of the new
birth for entrance into the kingdom of God. Nicodemus respected His
aunthority, but wanted to know how this could be done. Jesus reminded
him that there were things of nature which one gees and accepts and
yet does not understand. "The wind bloweth where it will, snd thou
hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and whi-
ther it goeth," seid Jesus, "so is everything that is born of the
spn—tt."l Jesus then goes on to point out the necessity of belief in
the Son of God for an entrance into eternal life. Ve are not told
in thie psssage or enywhere whether or not Nicodemus obtained the new
birth, but other references give us to believe that he did. In John
the seventh chapter end the fiftieth verse it is written, "Nicodemus
saith unto them, (he thot came to him before, being one of them.”
Af¢er Jesus' dsath on the cross, Joseph of Arinmethasa took His body

from the eross end Nicodemus helped him prepere Hig body for 'burlal.z
Josus' Interview with the Seribe”

Onae of the} scribes questionad Jesus concerning the greatest
commendment of ell. After hearing how wigely He hed answered other
questions which had been put to Him. Jesus satisfactorily snswered
his guestion and after the scribe had commented discreetly on the

anawer given by Jesus, He seid, "Thou aré not far from the kingdom

Lyonn 318
230hn 1935, 4O
Jark 12128-34
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Yingdon of God. M1
Conversion of the Philippian Jailor®

Peonl and Silas had been placed in prison st Philiopi because
Paul had driven out the demons from a demon-poscessed meiden., Her
master seeing that the hope of thelr gein wes gone hed Paul and Silas
placed into prison., Before being imprisoned they had been beazten with
rods and then put into the inney prison and their feet made fast in
stocks. Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying snd singing
hymns, The Tord sent saa ecrthduake and the prison doors were opened
and 21l the nriconers were freed from thelir bands, The jJeilor
thought to talw his life fearing that the prisoners had escaped, but
Paul told him thset everyone wes in his place. Next the jelilor came
to Peul and Siles end said, "Sirve, what must I do to be saved™ And
they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus, 2nd thou shelt be saved end

thy house."u The Jeilor and his family believed and were baptized.
Personal Work by Appo:lntmnts

Paul, being & prisoner at Rome, wes not abls to go as he

pleacsed to contact individuals to do personsl work, but he 4id the

Liari 12330
gActl 16116-34
JAets 16330
hacts 16231
Shots 28834



13

next best thing. He was given the liberty of having visitors, there-
fore, he did personal work by appointment. However, not all who ceme
%o him believed. Some believed and others disbelieved.

Paul Before Felix snd Drusille, His Wifel

Peul is in bonds, having been accused of defiling the 'remplo.z
and is now awaiting his tricl. TFelix sent for Paul because he wanted
to know more about "the feith in Jesus Christ."” TFelix wes soon
brought under conviction by Paul's presentation, and rather than fac-
ing the issue squarely he sald, "God thy way for this time; and when

I have & convenient season, I will call thee unto me."l'

EXAMPIES WHEBEBY THE INITIATIVE WAS
TAKEN BY THE FERSONAL WORKER

Jesus Calls Peter and Andrev5

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Peter and Andrew

casting their nets into the sea. He said, "Come after me, and I will

make you fishers of mon.“6 .

Licts 2bi2be27

Zrcts 21128
Shcte 2n32h
Ypcts 21125

Shatthew 4318-21

6Matthew 4319



1L
Jesus Calls James and Johnl

Jesus saw J’ms and John mending their nets i:y the Sea of Gal-
1lee. He called them end they left their father and their nets and
followed Him.

Jesus Calls Metthew?

Jesus sew Matthew #Sitting by the ‘placo of t011%7 in capei'nam
. and He celled him and he left his place of business and followed Him,

The Conversion of z;cchu\u‘*

One day it was known that Jesus would pass by a certain way.
Zacchasus, & publican, short of stature, climbed up into a sycamore
tree close by where He was to pass and walted for Him., On seeing him
there, Jesus called him to come down, saying that He was to dine with
him. Out of this contect, Zacchaeus repented of his eins and made the
following commitments ¢o restore four=fold that which he had teken
unjustly and to give half of his possessions to the pcor.l Jesus said

to him, "Todey is salvation come to this house .3

Liatthew b121-22
ZMatthew 919
IMatthev 919
“uke 193 1-10

S1uke 1939
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Conversion of the Samaritan Woman at the Holll

I was necessary for Jesus and Hig disciples to pass through
Semaria. On the wey, Jesus, being weary, stops by dacob's well just
outside the city of Sycher while His disciples went on intc the city
to buy food. A Samariten woman approached the well to draw water and
Jegue engeged her in conversation, a thing not commonly done by the
Jews., Having, first, won her confidence, He later created within her
a desire for the "living water" which He offered. She later partook
of this living water by faith and went back into the city sndwitnessed
to many. Better yet she brought many of them face to face with Jesus
indicating more positively her genuine conversion. '

The Healing and Conversion of the Leme Man at the !emploz

Peter and John went to the temple t6 pray. As they were sbout
to enter the temple they beheld a lame men sitting at the door called
Beautiful begging alms. As was his custom he asked alms of Peter and
John, Peter sgpoke to him, saying, “Silver and gold have I nonej but
what I have, thet give I thee., In the name of Jesus Christ of Naza=
reth, walk."3 He arose and went with them into the temple, "walking,

end leaping, and praising God."u The people recognized him and "were

Lrohn Lsi-l2
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filled with wonder snd smesement."l As o result of this incident end
Peter's preaching directly foiloving five thousand souls were con=

verted.

Paul's Defense Before King Agrippaz

Paul; prior‘ to being brought befpre King Agrippa has been ac-
cused of ﬁho Jews of defiling the temploa and has been brought into
bondage. Later he was brought before Festus. Testus asked Paul if
he woﬁld g0 with him to Jerusalem and be tried of the Jews there.
Paul refused, but rather eppealed unto cusa&u Now he has 'beonl given
an opportunity to appear before King Agrippa and make his defense.
Paul gladly takes advantage of this opportunity and in & moment of
time passes from the defensive to the offensive. He nialcas hisspirit-
ual appeal to King Agrippa by relating in order his conscientious ad-
herence to his religious duties prior to his conversion, his unique
conversion, hies commission, and his consecration to his appointed
task. Heving done this he brings King Agrippa face to face with the
necessity of & definite decision., He said, "King Agrippe, believest
thou the prophots?“f’ King Agrippe much moved by the force of Paul's

eppeal said, "With little persuasian thou wouldest fain make me a

IActo 3: 10
Zrots 261132
Shcts 21128
“acts 2511-12
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Ohristian."i

Saul's Conversion®

Seul, shortly after the stoning of Stephen, went toward Damag-
cus, "breathing out threatenings and slaughter sgainst the disciples
of the Im.'ﬂ.,."3 It was while in this attitude and mood on his way to
find disciples of the Lord, that he might bring them bound to Jeruse-
lem, that he encountered, not one of the lLord's disciples, dbut the
Lord, Himself., Saul could not face the brightness of His glory, but
foll prostrate upon the ground and heard the voice of Jesus saying,
Saul, Saul, vhy pversecutest thou me?" And he said, "Who are thou,
Tord?" And he said, "I am Jesus whom thou persecuteét.”u Saul could
no longer deny the claime of Christ, therefore, he could not congei-
entiously continue in hie cause of persé;;ttng Hig followers. Saul
was converted and from this moment boceme himgelf one of Jesus' dig-

ciples.
Sevl Receives Help from Aneniegd

Saul, having lost his sight, 25 a result of his encounter with

the Lord, was led by the hend into Demescus. Not mcre than three days

o2 A vi
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aftervard Ansnias, & disciple of the Tord, wes instructed of the Lord
to "go to the etreet called Straight and enguire in the house of Judas
for one nemed Seul.'l He wes told thet Saul would be found vrgying,
end would be prepered for his call, Ananias, fesring Saul, at fivret
held back, but the Lord insisted thet he go. Ananiss was obedient
end went, He found Saul, put his hends upon him and told him of his
miseion. Saul revived both his eyesight and the Holy Spirit.

EXAMPIES OF THOSE WHO CAME T0 THE PERSONAL WORKER
TEROUGHE THE INFLUBNCE OF ANOTHER OR OTHERS

Andrew, Peter, and Nathensel Brought
to Jesus by Cuteide Influence®

John the Baptiet wae the first of a chein reection in this res-
pect. One dey he saw Jesus os He welked end said to two of his d.is-'
‘ciples that were with him, "Behold, the Lembd of God I'3 Thege dlsciples
heard what he seld end followed Jesus. The neme of one of thege dig=
civles was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. He, then, went to
Simon Peter and eald, "We have found the Messieh (which is being in-
tervreted, Christ) "' He brought Simon Peter to Jesus. The next day
Jesus went into Galilee and found Philip and said to him, "Follow
me." Philip goes and finds Hathansel and seid to him, "We have found

Lrote 0111
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Him of whom Moses in the lew, and the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nezer-
eth, the ason of Josoph.“l And he brought Naethansel to Jesus.

The Many Brought by the Samaritan Wom: 2

The Semeriten woman whom Jesus won to Himgelf et Jacob's well
went back to the city of Sychar and brouvght many from the city to see
Jesus. They were won both by the influence of her testimchy and the

direct contact with Jesus.
The Sick of the Palsy Borme of the Four’

One day Jesus was in & certain house in Cspernaum, and a men,
sick of the palsy upon & ved borne by four friends was brought to Him,
Finding no other entrance, they went upon the roof through which they
made & hole and lowered the sick man before Jesus. dJesus, seeing
their faith, said to the sick men, "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins
are forgi.van."“ Certain of the Scribes thought to themhelven. "Fhis
man blasphemoth.“s Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Wherefore
think ye evil in your heart? For vwhich is easier, to say, Thy sins
are forgiven; or to sey, Arise, &nd walk? But that ye may know that

the Son of men hath suthority on earth to forgive sins, (then saith
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he to the sick of the palsy), Arise, and take wp thy bed, and go unte
thy‘houso."l The man responded in harmony with thie command of Jesus.

EXAMPIES OF PERSONAL WORK VWITH EBLIEVERS IN CHRIST
Jesus Seeks an Open Confession of Peter's In:nro2

After Jesus' resurrection, He manifested Himself to His disci-
ples at the Sea of Tiberias. The night before, Peter said that he was
going fishing., B8ix other disciples ssild that they would go with him,
They toiled all night to no avail., In the morning they beheld some=
one standing on the shore. This one called to them and inguired if
they had caught any fish., They responded in the negetive. He them
directed thom %o caat thely net on the »ight side of the boat. .'.Ehay
cbayed and were not able to draw the net into the boat because of the
greatness »of the catch., It was then that they recognized Him to be
the Lord, On coming eshore they found that Jesus had a fire built
end a meal nrepaved for them, After oating, Jesus synroached .Peter
and said, "Simon, Son of John, lovest thou me more then these?"3 He
used the Greek word, (agapo) mesning to love affectionately,
ardently, supremely, perfectly. Peter said, "Yea, Lord; thou knowest
that I love thae."‘" He used the Greek word (fileo) ﬁebning to
love, %0 like, to regerd, to feel friendship for another. Obviously

Yatthew 9si=6
23ohn 218123
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a much wesker word than the one that Jesus used. Undoubtedly 1t was
fresh in his miand the bosstiul ﬁords of his deveotion to Jesus Just
orior to his denying Him befors His crucifirxion, He undoubtedly was
going to be a little more careful of his commitments. It is eignifi-

cant that Jesus repeated His question twice more. The first of thece
he again used the word &jaTw (agapo), but the last time he used the
word thet Pater used thronghout, Fuicw(fileo).t |

Jesus Prays for Peter?

Jesus informs Peter that Satan has asked to have Potér thaf he
might eift him ss wheat., The implication heing that his request had
been granted oven as Satan had obtained J'ob.3 But Jesus had prayed
for Peter, that through it 211 his faith fail not. He asked Bter to
strengthen his brethren after he had turned sgasin. Peter, not real-
izing vhat was in store for him, said, "I am ready to go to prison
and to death."¥ Jesus told him that he would deny Him three times

before tho cock would e¢row,

Peter's Bffective Rebuied

The early church at Jerusalem suffered a great persecution.

lm Clerkels Sommenterv (New York: Abindon-Cokesbury, ke )s
v, 662.
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Ag 2 resuld the dlecinles were scatiered sbroed into other reglons.
Philip went into Semaris and did a very good work there, The church
at Jeruselem*heard that Semerie had received the VWord of God."l They
sent Peter and John to them end they prayed thet they might reseive
the Holy Spirit. Simon, onme of Philip'e recent converts, being for-
merly a sorvcerer, attempied to buy from Peter the shility to glve the
Holy Spirit. Peter rebuked him very severely. Simon took Peter's
rebuke in & very good spirit and exhorted Peter to vray for him that
the things which Peter had spoken might not comé wpon him,

Peter's Preperstion for Personzl Work with the Centiles®

Cornelius, a centurion of the Italier band, prayed snd God sent
en angel to tell him that his preyer and alms had"sons up for e mem-
oriel beforve God."3 He was instructed to send for Simon Peter. In
the moentime God was preparing Peter for this visit., Peter had been
praying and while praying he feil into a trance., He saw the hoavens
open ead & groat sheet let down from heaven upon which were v“an nane-
ner of fourfooted beasts end creeping things of the earth snd birds
of the heaven.! A volce cut of heaven spoke to Peter telling him to
rise, kill, and eat., Ho refused saying that he had "never eaten any-

thing thet is common end unclean.*™ A volce responded from heaven

1
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seying, "What God heth cleensed, meke not thou cormmon. "t This wes
done three times and whensver Peter still refused to eat the sheet
wag teken back into heaven, At this noint the messenger from Corne=.
lius arrived enguiring for Simon Peter., The Spirit eald to Peter,
"Behold, three men seek thee, But arise and get thee down, and go
with them, nothing doubtings for I heve semt them."> Poter went end
found Cornelius and his kinsmen and friends welting for him, Peser
gspoke concerning the mission and ministry of Jesus and while hs spoke
the Holy Spirit fell on those who heard, after which they were bap-
tized.

AN EXAMPIE OF PERSONAL WORK IN REVERSE

Saten's Attemot to Overcone Ohrist3

Directly after Jesus' haptism and bafore He started His active
minlstry Jesns was led =way ianto the wilderness by the Snirit to he
tosted, The temnter walte? until Josus had fasted for forty dgys and
forty nights znd was weak and hungry. dJesus had no doubts by thag
time that He weg the Son of Cod for ot His baptism the Spirit of CGod
descended as & dove end rested wpon Him and then a voice spoke from

out of the hoevens seying, "This is my beleved Son, in vhom I am well

Laess 10015
ZActs 10119,20
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pleaced."l However, Satan tempted him by posing the gquestion, “If

thou art the Son of God, command thet these stones become bread."2
How small & matter it might have seemed to yield to Satan's sugges-
tion and utilize His great power for His own selfish ends, But no,
Jesus refused saying, quoting Dauteronomy 8:3, "Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceeddth out of the mouth of
God." Saten, not easily defeated, tries again. He takes Jesus up
onto the pinnacle of the temple and agein poses the question, "If
thou art the Son of God.‘t"3 Throw yourself down relying upon the pro-
mise of the word that the angels will bear thee up that you will not
be hermed. Agein Jesus used the scripture to gain the victory quot-
ing from Deuteronomy 6:16. Saten made one more attempt. This time
he did not guestion Jesus' deity but endeavored to get that Divine
One to bow down and give obeisance unto him on the strength of Satan's
promise that He would receive "all the kingdoms of the world and the
glory of them"? 1f He would so do. This time Jesus speaks harbhly
and with authority, “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou
ghelt worship the Lord thy God, end Him only shalt thou serve.d

Satan leaves and Jesus is ministered unto by the angels.
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Summary

It has been interesting to note as we have made this histori-
cal survey of New Testament evangelism, that these examples have fal-
lén naturally into five definite cétegories. This would indicate
that personal evangeliem is not sterecotyped. There c¢an be a variety
of methods »usod successfully.

It has been the primary purpose of the author, however, to
m@kn merely a brief statement as to the happenings in each 1n§tance‘
plus enough background material to make the stateménts meaningful.
The observations, comparisons, contrasts, etc., were reserved to the

following chapters.



CHAPTER I1I
HEY TESTAMENT QUALIFICATIONS FOR FERSONAIL WORKERS

Charles G. Trumbull, an authority on personal work, states
that personal work is the preferred method of Christ., He says, "Be-
cause thig is the mosé effective way to win souls, it was Chritls
preferred method; and becsuse it was Uhrist's preferred method, it is
the most effsctive way."l We may strengthen C. G. Trusbuli's state-
ment by adding enother:

Thiak of how Ffew people our Lord touched
in Hig lifetime=--but how deepn, how far-reaching,
how persanent His work was. Ho changed the
world by laying His hands on a few hundred
humble folk and never sought & Vlerger f£isld."?
£ the work of personal evangelism 1s so importent, then the
gualifications for a personsl evengelist must e equally imporiant.

This chapter was designed (o prosent gualifications fouvnd t0 be eg-

gantial in an effective personal worker,
& Personal Born Again Experience

One of the first mersonal workers that we mest in the New Teg-

tament iz Philin. Immediately after his conversion we find him ceek=

loherles Gellandet Trumbull, 2 Men Aliwe (124 East 28th
8¢., New York: Association Press, 1907), v. 36,

zLou:le Matthew Sweet and Maleolm Stusré Sweet, The 0
Mindatry in our Timeg (NWew York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1949), ». 106,
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ing out and bringing Nathansel to Jesus. Philip was definitely a
born-again Qhristian ap evidenced by the following facts:

1. Jesus said to Philip, "Follow me.?l Philip obeyed.

2. Philip's witness to Nathansel. The Bible is clear in that
our salvation is dependant upon our belief in Jewus. Philip met
these requirements when he seid to Nathansel, "We have found Him, of
wvhom Moses in the law, and the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazereth,
the son of Joseph,"? '

3. Eis immediate concern for others, menifested in his bring-
ing Nathenael.

b, His quiet confidence in Jesus. Nethansel questioned the
fact of anything good coming out of Nazareth. Philip said, "Come end
gee . "3

A classic example of the necessity of & born-again experience
was made syperent by Peter when he healed both the body and the soul
of the lame man at the Beautiful Gate of the temple. The lame men
saw Peter and John approaching and he stretched out his hand for an
alms of them. Peter made this extrsordinary statement: "Silver and
gold have I nomej but such as I have give I thee: in the neme of
Jesus Christ of Naszareth, walk,"" Peter didn't have silver or gold
to give but he did have Jesus Christ and, therefore, he was eble to

lyoun 1343
2John 1345
J3onn 1346

uAch 316



28

give Him to this poor lame man, 3By receiving Him he was healed
threughout s Peter says in the stxfeenth verse, ", . . yea, the
faith vhich is by Him hath given him this verfect soundness in the
presence of you all,*

There is no question s to the conversion of Sgul before he
begen his sctive work of personzl soul winning. 3Before his Damescus
roed experience, he made no effortes to hide hie hatred of the early
Christians and of his determination to do &2ll in his power to wipe
this new sect out of existence. His crisis experience came whan he
met the founder of this new sect face to face. His will was broken,
He fell bvefore Him and he was heard to ask, "Lord, what wilt thou
heve me %o dot": His whole outlook on life was changed immediately.
He began his tagk of winning to Christisnity rather than opposing
Christienity. The pivotal fector wes his conversion experience.

Peul in his first letter to Timothy, Chapter 1:12-16, points
out thet Christ had transformed hie 1ife through the grace of God and
mnade him & feithful minister. In the simteenth verse he seild,

Howbeit for thic cecuse I obteined merey,
that in me first Jesus Christ might chew fortih
21l longsuffering, {or g pgttern (itelics not
in the originall to them which should here-
after believe on him to 1ife everlasting.

In the fourth chepter of the seme letter Paul telle Timothy
thet many who were at one time in a good relationship with the Lord,
have in the latter times departed from the faith, He points ocut that

thesa syre displeasing to God but on the contrary those who remain

lActs 0:6, A.V.
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faithiul eve frultful for the Iord. He exhorts Timothy to be "an en=
semple te them that believe, in wprd, in manner of life, in love, in
feith, ia purity."’ The resson being that "in doing this thou shalt
gave both thyself and them that hesr thee."2 The infevence bveing
that this 1s essentizl, not only to ons's own selvation but to the
salvation of thos whom one attempts to win,

Paul sgein in hig first letter to Timothy, which cerries with
it & real personal interest in the future ministry end usefulness of
Timothy, stresses the extreme importance of living & CGodly life,
without blame that his witness might be effective. In verse eleven
of the sixth chapter he seys,

But thou, O man of God, flee these thingsj
. and follow after righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, pationce, meeliness. Fight the
good fight of the faith, lay hold on the life
eternal, whereunto thou wast called, and didst
confess the good confession in the sight of
neny witnesseg,

Hote the significent relationship between the verious perts of
the twelfth verse., (1) "Fight the good fight of the faith," Thie
would infer that it is to be & constant, continuing battle until the
end. (2) "Ley hold on the 1ife eternal,” mede possible, in its in-
fency, only by faith; in its continmuing development and maturity,
only by feithi and in its finsl reclizetion st the rapture of the

seinte, only by faith. (3) "Whereunto thou west called” implying or

1 rimothy B112
21 Timoshy 416



30

prosupposing this call to have come from God.,t (&) "And didst con-
fesa the good confession in the sight of many witnesses." How can
one give forth a better witness then by fighting a good fight of 2mt
faith, by laying hold of eternel life, by snswering the cell of God?

Ve observe eleo thot foith is a gift of God,? eternal 1ife is
provided for by God, one enters into & life of full time service won
a call from Cod, end one's witneses is for the purpose thet we might
hono and’ glerify God, |

In Matthew's Gospel the twelfth chapter and the twenty-second
to the thirtieth verses, Jesus was sccused by the Pharisees of cast-
ing out demons by Bselzebub, the prince of demons, Jesus replied by
gsaying that eny kingdom divided sgainst iteelf cannot stand. #*If Se-
tan casteth out)Satan, he is divido:i egainst himself; how then shall
his kingdom standi*’ One attempting to do personal work, to lead one
from his 1ifs of sin to Christ, who does not lknow Christ himself, is
working ageinst himself, Hs 1s of Satan's kingdom wuntil saved, Je-
gus gives further strength to this thought by saying, "He thet is not
with me is ageinst me; and he that gathereth not with me seatiereth, Mt
In fact Jesus wonld cell cne 2 hypocrite whe attempted %o do so. In

Matthew 785, He sald, "Thou hyvoerite, cast ocut first the beam oud of

thins own eys; and ghen =halt $hou gee clesrly (italies not in the

111 mimothy 126,8,9
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originel) to cest cut the mote out of thy brother's eye.”
Spirit=-filled Li_fo

Christ is our perfect exampls, It would seem that He, of all
people, would not need the £illing of the Spirit, being God-men. The
fact that Deity already resided in Him in the incernation, However,
Jesus Himgelf seid in Matthew 3t15 at the scene of His baptism when
John hesitated to baptize Him feeling thet he needed rather to be bap-
tized of Him, "Suffer it nows for thus it becometh us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Following His baptism the Holy Spirit ascended in the
form of a dove and lighted on Him,

In Zsmiah 11:2,3, there is & very helpful passage relative to
the Spirit which was to come upon Him., "And the spirit of Jehovah
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spire
it of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fesr of
Jehovehy And nis delight shell ve in the fear _of Jehovehi and he shall
not Judge after the sight of his syes, neither decide after the heare
ing of his ears.' How imperative the presence of this Spirit becomes
for effective souvlewinning., Hew one needs this Spirit of wisdom and
understeanding, Without this Spirit how meny blunders can be made
which ere apt to close the door forever to thet heart., Jesus so
beautifvily illustrated this Spirit in desling with the Samariten
women at the well., He understood the sin of the woman but He was
véry wise and tactful in thet He didn't put His finger upon the sin
problem untili he had established a friendly relationship with her and

had created o desire in her heart for the living water., He then ap-
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proached her relative to the spiritusl need of her 1ife. Also, how
fmportant is the Spirit of kunowledge and of the fesr of the Lord.
- Bow thrilling it is to deal with somecne sbout his soul's need and to
feel the Spirit bringing to mind the eppropriate verses of Seripture
for the moment. Jesus promiscd His disciplse that when He sent the
conforter (the Holy Spirit) thet He (the Spirit) would "bring to your
remembrance &ll that I said unto yo'ct."1 Ienlah also s2id thet this
Spirit would meke Him thet, "He shall not judge after the sight of
his eye, neither decide affer the hearing of his ears.’ What, then
is there lef't wherewith we mey judge ‘and decide in personel work,
There is only one thing left upon vhich we cen depend and that is the
inner yoice of the Spirit. How limited end subject to error suP -
. vhysical eyes and eare, but how infallible the voice of the Spirit.

It is possible to witness for Chriet befors being filled with
the Spirit, but imposeible bo refrain from witnessing afterward.
vesus $old His foll.owers Just prior to His ascencion thet "when the
Holy Spirit is come upon youi . . . ye shall be oy witnesaas."3 Hot
only will they witness, dut 'bhejr will b3 poverful witnsssss.

It was ths £illing of ths Holy Spirit in Peter's life that
made the dransformation from & coward %o & fearless proclaimer of the

Gospel. Refore His coning Peter cualled bafora ths maiden who kens
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the door at the judgment ha.ll1 but after his infilling he coursgeovs-
1y feced the "pulers, and elders, end seribes, . . . Annas the high
priest, . . . Calaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as vere
of the kindred of the high priest."z and openly acoused them o their
faces of murdering Jesus. He not only geve hin cowraze 3o face phys-
ical dengers, but the courage to step out in faith to sttemnt a seem-
ingly impozsible tesk in the name of the Lord Jesus Chriast, He and
John one day approached the Basutiful Gate of the temple =nd boheld a
men whoe had heen lame From birth. As he sirstched out his hand ex-
pacting almg of him, Peter had the couragze and the faith to say, "In
the name of Jeaug Christ of Nmzarsth, wallk,n3
Poul, recognized zs sne of the grestest 2zemples of one ex=
tending the kiagdom of Christ, both through nersonal ss well se maas
evengeligm, gives the credit 2ll to God through the power of the Holy
Spirit. He writes in Romans 13815-108
But I write the more boldly unto you in wemmeeser

some measure, &5 vutting you again in rememdrmwesy

brence, becsuse of the grace that wae given me

of God, that I ghould be a minister of Chriet

Jesus unto the Gentileg, ministering the CGos-

pel of God, thet the offering up of the Gen-

tiles might be mede acceptedble, beling sancti-

fied by the Holy Spirit. I have therefore.

ny glorying in Christ Jesus in things pevicine-

ing to God. Tor I will not dare to apeak of

any things save those vhich Christ wrought

through me, for the obedience of the Gentiles,
by the word end deed, in the power of signe

1Jo}m 18:17
2peta bis,6
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end wonders, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Being filled end led of the Spirit will make one's work more
effective for this reason. The Spirit is God, and being God is omni-
present. Vhat a tremendous factor this can be in the work of personsl
evangelism, The Spirit can lay upon someone's heart the urge to g0
gpeak to & Mr, Jones and at the same time He is able to be present
with the Mr. Jones pressing Hig claims upon him, The personal worker
villing to be led of the Spirit will be led to one already tendered
by the Spirit and ready for the worker's message of hope. Such was
the case of Philip. He wes doing a good work for the Lord in Samaria
vhen one day th§ Lord spoke to Him saying, "Arise, and go toward the
south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza: the same
is dosert.”l ‘That wes all the instruction that Philip received at the
moment. Thet was all he needed until they were carried out. Philip
obeyed trusting the leadership of the Spirit. As he went he saw an
eunuch riding in a chariot reading from the book of Isaiah., The Spir-
it spoke agein to Philip to go speak to the eunuch. Philip again
obeyed and found the eunuch hungry spiritually and desiring to know
the meaning of the words which he had been redding. Then Philip, un-
der the leadership of the Spirit, did & very wise thing. He began
right where the eumhch was; from the same Scripture to vreach Christ
to him. The victory was not long in coming because the eunuch wes
ready. Dr. Henry C. Mabie, & prominent soul winner has this to say
relative to the Qork of the Spirit in this regard:

lpots 8126



The truth is God's Spirit always goes be-
fore us; and if we relied upon that fact more
ebsolutely, we should often find ouwr way pre-
pered, and the saving work done with scarcoly
&