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g, ool SR August 19, 1948, be s

| ‘ B. Raymond Wilson, lixecutive tecretery, A,
. Friends Committee on National Legielation, t
' Rl11 ™lorida Avenue, Yorth feat,
Waghington 8, 0,0,

Dear Friend:--

Your letter of the 13th. is vefore we, ana I G-
preciate it very wach. It was kind of you o go ifte 8¢ much
debail iu eaplaiuing tbe way in which this stalement came into
' beings I still feel that some of the statements in it are un=
y fortunatefleading to certain nisunderstending and wisrepresente-
bion. unuersbend that this is the statement of a purely un- :
official group, but the bublic does not and will not 89 under- b
stand it, and the press, out this way at least, does not so pre=
sent it. You understand that refusal to register is not urged,
even in this unofficial statement, but to the public Friends
¢ 8Te recommending that their young men should not register. You
a : understand what civil disobedience meang, and the force of the
phraseMunder divine compulsion) but tie the public Priends are
advising discbedience to the law, violation of law -- they have
come anarchists, according tc the belief of some folks. I still f
do not see what was the reason for so carefully avoiding the i
X worde of the law iteelf, and for steting the matter in a nega~ !
tive way when instead of urging discbedience to the law of the |
dand it would have been so much better, in my poor judgment, te
have urged gbedience to the lew of God. :

And with my feeling of my cobligation to government for
all it does for me, I should have no compunctions against regis-
tering in this case. I am registered in the county seat for jury
dutys I have to register before I cen vote; and 1 registered in
the first world war, ae we were asked to do, though I was far bhee
yond any age when I should have been drafted for military service.

And it still seeme to me that the man who refuses to
register is not making any clear testimony, while the man who
registers as a conscienticus objector is ucing sv. There will
be cummunists who will refuse to register because they are against
3 this government; there will be anarchists who will refuse to reg- S
§ A ieter beceuse they are opposed Lo any government; there will be
P Gowerdas who wiil refuse Lo register, hoping tnereby to escape

gonscription and denger; and there will be Quakers who will re~
- fuse to register, and so far as 1 can see will not be giving any
I definite testimony. Then there will be other Quakers, and in my
' Judgment wmany more, who will register as conscientious objectors,
and they will be giving positive testimony., If I were a youmg
it seems to me I'd rather be in that class. I'd want it .
that I was for my government in snything that I could
j God, but that I could not end would not
n war in any way. B PR 9,
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rd of Pﬁhlin Relatten-g : n 3
: ‘ have prepared a statement, after a conference
'hn&n in which that paragraph is reworded which contains the

'61111 disobedience” clause, and they have omitted the taxation
paragraph.

I suspect all that 1 have writien might as welil Lave
been left unsaid. With most of the statementis made [ am in very
hearty accord. 'nd if you imagine 1 am not ready to stana by the
man who feelis wnal regisuralilion is a pert of the war system and
he cannot go even that far, ask Edwin 2. Senders. I know where,
with no more light than I have, I should drsw the line. But if
another man draws it scmewhere else, or perhaps I should say if
his understanding of God's will determines his decisiun that does
not coincide with mine, I'm for him. You ought to cbey your con-
science, not mine. It is your understanding of “od's will that
should determine what you do, not my understanding.

I am heartily glad that you and Miriam are fo make this
trip to the west. To hope that it ray work out with eniire suc-
cess. Hope Joseph Reege will reply more speedily than he some=
times replies tu me, and that he may cooperate as fully as pos-
8iole. lmere is a« small group of Friends at ooth Sugene and Cor=-
vallis. I should think it might be possible for you to gst Lo
both places, even if you had t¢ do poth in éne day. Maybe a lun-
cheon meeting &l vne place anc an evening mecting at the other,
That could be wourked out later, with Rcbert Dann-at Corvallis =-
I em not sure who would be Lhe zan =t Sugene. I shall be glad &o
cooperate in énywey L1 cen. It may be that by that time my wife
will be well encugh sc¢ Lthat we cculd have you in our home, as
we should beth very much LE".~. But Rebecca was taken ill in
early ¥ay ‘and gave me the fright of my life. She is much better,
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v
but it seems tc both her and tre doctors Petter thot she should
not make the trip with me to Clens Falls, Few York, for the mar-
riage of our granddaughter and to Indiana Yearly Meeting, with-
visits tc relatives between those two events.
#ith best wishes always, 1 an

Sincerely your friend,

'

Levi T. Pennington.
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