l,

GEORGE Fox

UNIVERSITY Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Western Evangelical Seminary Theses Western Evangelical Seminary
5-1-1959

A New Testament Study of the Charisma

Donald E. Everson

Recommended Citation

Everson, Donald E., "A New Testament Study of the Charisma" (1959). Western Evangelical Seminary Theses. 285.
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/wes_theses/285

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Western Evangelical Seminary at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Western Evangelical Seminary Theses by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George Fox University. For more

information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.


http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/wes_theses
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/wes
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu




by

Donsid

Varson

of the

In Partlsl Fuliillinmend

T vy ey
Jeisly

Baghelor of Divinity




CHAPTER

I.

IT.

IiLl.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

I}g{‘ ’i‘g{ao Dﬁ GTI{JE L4 “* * L L4 ® L2 * L3 » .2 L o ®

Purpose of the Study .+ « o + o
Jusbiflcetion of the Study .« . o
Delimitation « ¢« ¢ ¢ o « s = o &
Organizabion and Procedure o « «

Sources and Hethods ¢ « o o o o

IE%@R}} ST’%?DY L] & L d & L % L4 ® L £ L4 & L3 L. L3

A
B.

C.

Synonyms and Derivitives . « o o
Bivlical and Hon-Biblicsl uses of
Froite and Gifb8 o+ ¢ ¢ ¢ o 5 o o
Variation of Tisbs o o ¢ o o o o
Classification of the Charismata

8
blﬁﬁm&ryoeevtsqotoccu

A BIBLICAL STUDY OF THE GIFTS o o o o

A,

Uses of the Giits » v + ¢ ¢ o o =
Apogtles o ¢+ o o v v 8 0 & & @
Teachers ¢ ¢ ¢ o o 2 o ¢ o o @
Wisdom « o o » » & 5 o o o o »
Knowledge o o o ¢ » o 5 o »
Discerning of Splyrits . + « »
Faith « ¢ s« o » o s s o & s &

HMiracles « ¢ ¢ ¢ o o 5 o o a o

” .2
L ®
& L
& ]
[
® »
L] w
L] w

& L
& &
» -
L o
® @
o o
- ®
» &
L 8
k4 L.
® L
@ *
] L3

PAGE

12
16
19
22
29

33
3k
36
33
39
10

L3



&ii}%g ﬁ,‘%‘f %ﬁ*{f&.ﬁ%’l@ﬁ & # # # ® # * L & & % # “® 3 & hl«i
E@G?ﬁ%wjyavaéiwq’tuvaa«aﬁ&&ﬁa}J,S

Tongue

]
#
#
®
-
*®
£
L3
#
&
»
®
*
2
i
«
-
@
®
s
&
Dol
=3

8

Interpretation of Tongues .+ ¢ & o s » « » « » » U9
¥ §%’§},pﬁ # e © ® & ® F & ¥ v % & % % & D ¥ & ¥ ® & )_i?
Govermmenib® o o s 4 s 8 o b o8 8 8 o6 5 % € & % 50

}3‘# C{}?ﬁi}a}.ﬁ&éi‘?ﬁﬁ ?QA&%& ¢ 8 % ® € ¥ % % % # ® » & & & @ gg

*
=
*®
»
5
Y
@
o
»
3
-
"
®
&
AL
[a

The Gifts are Bousl

The Gifts are Varied o o » « o o « « = « « o = s 53

ids &iﬁtributjﬁn Qf the G‘ﬁ.f@ﬁ ® & ® B & # & w & T * 8 B 5?
BE. Permanence of $he CATES o o o « ¢ » 6 o 5 » ¢ o v s 59

\4"'5“»\'_ /
gébmmmr&wﬁ#ﬁs«@w##uﬂﬁﬁﬂatﬁﬂﬁﬁeQO

frrd

67
67

LT
GLHETB s ¢ 5 ¢ 2 5 = 8 % % 2 = & 2 4 ¢ = v ® s

&
b
[
o
lsa
&
s
L]
o

L3

&

Ce Views of ldodern Theologians and Conme:



GHAPTER

Herman Cremer . ¢ v ¢ o « o o ¢ 2

Adam Clark o o v o o s o o 2 s ¢ = «

H'Clintock and Strong - « ¢+ « o

Calvin ¢ o« v o o = o ¢ s o« o s ¢ 2 o

TaNEe v ¢ « 6 v ¢ 8 2 o s & 8 s o e

Roberteon and Flummer . » » « « »

D. Views of Historians . « « o o ¢ s » s &
Fourth Century to the Reformation .

Reformation to the Twentieth Century

The Twentielth Cenbury .« + ¢ s s & »

By DUmmary ¢ ¢ o o o o 5 s o« 5 o s o & » o

V. SUMMARY ﬁ;m CONCLUSIONS ¢ v v v o v ¢ o v o =
Ae DUMINBYY o o 5 o o o v 8 ¢ 2 s o s o v e

Ba ConclusionsS « s o ¢ o s o a 5 5 3 & o o

G Further Studies ¢ o & o « ¢ v s s » &

BIBLIOG} ] )}iy L3 ® » & ® ® L4 L4 & L] % » » L3 5 » L Ld L] 3



LIST OF TABLES

TABLE PAGR

I. Comparstive Study of the Lisbts of the Charismabta « « » « « 20



CHAPTER I

IHY

ODUCTION



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

I. Purpose of the Study

.,

e Day of Pentecost was the beginning of the charismata or
spiritual gifte. This was the day that had been looked forward to

for hundreds of years, the day thet od poured out His Spirit on a1l
flesh as He had done in a measure for His holy prophets. The diseiples,
at Jesus command, had done many wondrous signs and miracles bul the
power to do these things was given to then only for a season. How the
Holy Spirit was to abide in the Church forever.

& manber of the sharisﬁ&%a were demonstrabed on that first day
and those days lmmediately following. Those that observed, and they
were many, marveled at the works of God and in adovation, Joy, and
thank{ulness joined the ever increasing mumber of diseciples. The multi-
tudes recognized the power of God in the gifts which the disciples demon-
strated. Thig attraction brought various kinds of people; those
seeking help and im@ig@ﬁ into God's Word and éays and also uwnprincipled
characiers éeeking self~glory, fame and riches.

Greek and Latin education and philosophy began to find its way
into the thinking of the people. The apostles worked herd to instruct
the church and maintain the spiritual vigor, but the gifts began to

.

vanish from the main stream of Christiandity. By the fourth century the

gifts had become an extraordinary thing.
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Why the gifts disappeared from the "main stream® of Christian-
ity is not the concern of this study. This study has endeavored to
find the value of the ¢harismatic gifts both to the believers individually
and to the Church as a whole, Also the study is concerned with the per-
manent velue of the gifts to the Church., HMany people in the twentieth
century are claiming to have received the miraculous cherismatic gifts
according to the apostolic rules, but many theologies claim that the

miraculous chevismata ceased with the apostles.
IT. Justification of the Problenm

After the Reformation the move was "back to the Bible.® With
the new surge of Scripbure studying various groups'b@gan to find the
gifts manifested in their cireles. Pentecostel groups experienced some
of the charismate frequently. The great awakening and numerous revivals
have witnessed the rebturn of these spiritual gifis in incressing abun-
dance. This is studied by many with mach misgivings.

Many books have been written on this subject. Defenses as to
the valldity and uses of different gifts have been published, Apologies
on the Spirit-filled 1ife £ill many libraries., These works have been
helpful in establishing the value of that particular gift, and they have
undoubtably been of greabt value to the believer in understending the
work of God and the operation of the Holy Spirit. Some of these works
have been helpful in the preparation of this study. Much of bthese

works are speculabtive and based on the interprelation of a passage of

Scripture which seems to co~ordinate with thelir experience. To the
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writer's knowledge no work has been prepavred to show the value, both
intrinsically and instrumentally, of the charismata as z unifying group

of spiritual gifts for the church of our tine.
11T, Delimitation

It has been noted zbove that wany authors have written on one
phase or anobher of the subject. Also the theclogisns and commentstors
of all time have dealt with these gzifts as a wmatber of thelr course of
study. There has been no abbteupt to exhaust this grest source of
writings., A few well chosen suthors and commentabors are listed in the
Bibliography. These authors give to us & good understanding of most
schools of thought on the subject.

The UYew Testament has been the basis of study with particular
avtention given to First Corinthians twelve, thirteen and fourteen,
This is the heart of Paul's discussion concerning spiritusl gifts.
Theologies, Commentsries, Lexicons, Histories, and other wrilings were
studied to gein further light on some questicn theit arose. Their

opinions and observations have been given space that we may benefit

from thelr study.
IV, Orgenization and Progedure

The word charisma must first be defined. This word becomes more
meaningiful as some of the words connected with 1t are understood. In
the second chapter the root of the word is sought out and the derivitives
given. This adds life and mesning to the word, and gives it distincibive-

ness apart from the other words translated "gifts.®
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In this word study the uses of the %ﬁfd éx@ notlced, both
Biblicel and secular. Several lists of gifts are given and these are
comparec and thely differences noted. The gifts are classified by
several theologians. This is also an 2id to ouwr understanding of
the gifts.

Chapter three is a Biblicsl study of the word. The usses of the
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gifts are discussed. The gifts here have been fur

thirteen gifts in this list sre studled independently as they are spolen
of in Seyipture. The comporative velue shows the wvelue of each gift
as compared with the others; the Christian principle of love undergird-

ing everything.
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Chapter four complete shudy with views of Chrisbian writers.

Theologians, Commentators and the testimonies of sowe of the Barly

Church Fathers are studlied and their views given. The view of the

gifts throughout history gives us ancther side to the story.

V. OSources and

E

The American Standard Bdition of the Holy Bible, revised in

1901, has been the basis of the Bibliocgraphy for this study. A1L
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quotablons have been talten from this version e
specified or as have been found in borrvowsd quotations,

This is an inductive study bringing all aveaileble infermation

together and wrawing conclusions from that which has been found. Much
of the work was done in commentaries, theologles; and histories, with

Lexicons and Grammars for the purpose of exegesis.

el

the aid of the Gresk
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WORD STUDY



HAPTER IX
WORD STUDY

In a study of this nature it is necessary
adequate understanding of the word thalt is used. In translab
P

the Greek into English many difficulties arise. Often severa

4 [ B s oy

words are translated by one word in fnglish., Thus, with the one

#

S e

e

English word the mesning and worth of the Greek is cobscure. There

are nine words in the CGreek which are translated "gift". Several of

N « . . s e o] " /
these words belong to the same root., The words are Xgézf, xazyagqx

/ - ) . 3
Ja)'ﬂfw 5 i{giﬂGV 3 da’ﬁa— 3 Joa"lf 5 amﬂwy leﬁ&} s and Vgé'agﬂlea—/f

SYNS ANTD DERIVITIVES

The word ygo/r will be discussed more thoroughly later.

fode
6]

0§

:
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simple meaning of the word

s%,  In the ¥ing James and Ph

i

$11ips

translabions of the Bible this word is translsted "gift" in II Corin-

thians B:he However, other translations use the word "favor®,

context carrying the understending of the favor as a gift.

4 " " « o /. » %3 Y .
Another "gift® is the Xg@rua— . Thig comes from the 8

s

the

as o and refers o a gpiriﬁual gift. It is used seventeen itimes

s used exclusively by Paul with o

3"!‘

in the ﬁ&W‘xﬁsﬂ&ﬁ@ﬂﬁ@i It

tion, Peter uses it in I Peter L:10.

Lyames Strong, The bxhaustive Concordance of tThe Bible

i

(4bingdon-Cokesbury Press:s New 107K, 1000), De 3056

=

EECEP
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roye e -~ /
The four words oLpces c,(upav 5 Jo/m s and JoogeS all are

’
derived from the same root é132“1¢ . They have, in essence, the same

with dwoey .

meaning and for the purpose of this study will be grouped and considered

The word Jﬁugav iz used in the common wderstending of a gift,
fa)

It means, according to Herper's Analytical Greek Lexicon, a gift or
a present, an offering or a sacyrifice,

This does not refer to the

o

cbjective sense of the Ything'! that is offered or given.
gift

It is
s & dwPov which derives its meaning fro

31\ é_f/((“’ﬁ 4

¢ & verb meaning
2

to give, bmsﬁGW'Or present an object.
For sake of completeness these last three words are mentioned.
In Luke 21:5 the King James Version speaks of the temple
with ®gzoodly stones and gifish,

being adorned
This is

4 Iy
s the word @yedpecs o It means
B R . F 7
a gift or an offering consecrated to God. 4And it is opposed to ava¢éagqf

which means a person or thing accursed, devoted in a bad way.B

of the Holy Spirit according to

*

/
Hebrews 23k, wg2 i Gues is tallking of the distribubtion of gifts

Hia own will,

This scripture has refer-
ence to the study as can be seen in the context, but the word translated

Felfe™ means distribution, a dividing, or giving part,h and the meaning
here is !

he dividing, not the gifts with which we are concerned.

Lrhe fnalytical Greek Lexicon (Hew York: Havrper and Brothers,
2Tbid.
31bid., p. 26.

bipid., p. 26L.



The last of the words transiated gifte by the Inglish transe

-

labtor isTyrunaTikor «» This word is found in several places. It

means "gpiritvel, perbaining to the soul, as distinguished from what

bty

concerns the body".t In I Copinthians 12:13 1h:1l, 12 it is trans—

Lated spiritusl gifts bub obther places it refers onily to spivid

QAl&ﬁﬁQ@aa

g N 5w 3, 5, . L b 2 / R T m’ o
The word ilmportant to this study is Ygoigue (charisma), The

word has s use so limlibed that we find 1t necessary to look inte its

splete meaning, It is called o Ygifid
in interpretation, bul in the sbricbest senss it strains ouwr under-
standing of & gift. Something of 1ts meaning can be deltermined by

’
its voob, @ e

SR

%

/ y
Q(ﬁé ¢ s A8 & word expressing greab Jov.

be glad, be joyful, be full of joy,” a tera which
the meaning of giving. Here alt the very root is the esxpression of

«f

¥ H ] N X ¥ Yt S 4
Jovs erived from this is the word Kaéﬁ);

ferage®. A host of bexms wount to define th

langrage seems st & loss to plnpoint its meaning. Acceptable

benefid, favor, pift, grace{lious), Joy, liberaliby, plessure, thank
% 3 £ ‘ 5
(8 worthy), all of these help to explain /5« Thaver

£ o e g & A ol et gl e wnd el T sl . il g
{1t ﬁ%n%ﬁlﬁﬁ %ﬁﬁ 1ﬁw% af hza&§$g& which besgtbows upon one whab
1 1 N 3 P T &g, % i

& vad of the sesroiil

:i',ﬂ:} ﬁty 1:.}0 3}1#

3t strong, op. olte, Oreek Dictionary, p. 7.
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Lewls Sperry Chafer expresses this view most clearly in his

book He That Is Spiritual. Here he has brought the views of these

theologians into a cleayer statement.

+ o o love o . o together with the other eilght words which

indicate the frult of the Spirit, is a representation of the

true Christlan character. The other eight words, when traced

in Seripture, will slso prove to be divine graces which are

realized in the human heart only as they are IMPARTED, My

joy shall be in you.' 1My peace I give unto you.'l

love is quite often spoken of as a charisma. HM'Clintock
and Strong calls love a charisma - "But several charisma may also
be united in one individual (as in the apostle . . . John - love,
knowledge, prophecy) « . M2 Iove, with a1l the other fruits included,3
3 ¥ $4

carmot be held up as the apex of the spiritusl gifts. In I Corin-
thians 12, the charismata are listed twice and discussed ab length.
Then ab the last of chepter twelve Paul says to these Corinthians

who have found meny questions along this line,

But desire earnestly the greabter gifts. And moreover a most
excellent way show I unto yous

Here he is not comparing one with the other. For love, to which he
&r ; 5

immediately refers, is a moral relationship and only in this relationship

lrewis Sperry Chafer, He That is Spiritual (Chicago: Hoody
Press, 1918), p. Sh.

Em‘Cliﬁtock & Strong, Cyclopaedis of Biblical, Theological,
and Bcclesiastical Literature (Wew York: Harper & Brothers Publishers,

18947, p. 661,

3In Gal. 5:22, the 'fruit of the Spirit! is spoken in the
singular emphasizing that it is the root, love. Then that one, love, is
enlarged by explanation into eight components. dJohn Wesley, Wesley's
Hotes, (Bighteenth Ed., New York: ¥abton & Mdain, n.d.), p. h85.

kI Corinthiens 12:31.
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1
A further sbatement to thig poinv is found in Henyry &. Brocheti's

book "Riches of Holiness.®

:

The gifts are temporary bub love is stermel, and this is poured
forth in the heart by the Holy Ghost. The gifts are not all
intended for every believer, but sre distributed as God wills
s+ « the fullness of diVLnP love is intended for all believers
without discrimination,

IV. VARTATION OF LISTS

3,

It would seent wibject as important az the

3
<
e
s
&
,:;%‘-
N
et
N
!\ %
[
bl
St
o
&
ot
w
&2

3

charisnata would be carefuvlly “xplﬂined and the gifts enumersted. Bub
this has not been done. Paul evidently felt these “mgﬂrluual endow-
ments" too numerous or evasive to name; or it was not needful to do so
as they would find thelr nabural ouvbworking in the Spirit-filied life,
Peul does give us four lisbings of the gil 2.2 The longest liste are
hians twelve. In this chapbter two lists are found,
Another 1ist is found in Romans twelve end & fouxrth list in BEphssians
h'm1;¢‘ This list frow Uphesians L:ll uses the word Jgegy closely
cormected with Koé/;' which was discussed esrlier in this chapter.
&nd bedng called a "gift? connected with "free grace® 1t is considered
by meny theologisns as being charismata.
These four lists of charismata have been placed in chert fomm

that they might be compared. The twenty differsnt words used in the

lﬁ@nyy‘ﬁ. Brochetbt, Riches of Holinesgs (Kansas City, Ho.s
Beacon Hill Fress, 1951), p. 120.

2Because of the similarity and close propinguity of the two
liste in I Cor., 12:28-30, they have been amalgamated and discussed
as one list.



Romans 12:6~8

Prophecy

Teaching

Winistry
Bxhorting
Fiving
Showing MHercy
Ruling

COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE LISTS OF THE CHARISKPATA

I Corinthians 12:8-10

Word of Wisdom

Word of Xnowledge
Faith

Gifts of Healings
Working of ¥irscles
Prophecy

Discerning of Spirils
Tonzussg
Interprstation

I Corinthians 12:28-30

Gifts of Healings
Hiracles
Prophets

Tongues
Interpretation
Apostles
Teuchers

Helps
Govermmesnt

Ephssians l:l1l-

Prophets

Apostles
Teachsrs

Pastors
Ewvanzelists



el
four 1lists to describe the gifts will be classified later, for now,
let us look into the veristion of the lists. Thirteen words sre used
orly once. These ares the word of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith,
diseerning of spirits, helps, governuent, ministry, exhorting, giving,
showing mercy, evangelists, pastors, and ruling. There are five words
that sre used in two of the four lists: gifts of healings, miracles,
tongues, interpretation, apostles. The word teachers was used three
times and prophets or prophecy was used four times, HNo list appears
to be exhaustive, Bubt the list found in I Corinthisns 12:8-10 is
held to be the official list and ies classified and discussed by a1l
Radph M., Higgs says:

)
s

Turning to the twelfth of Romans, we find another list of gifts
which fits in as supplemgntary to the officisl list as given
in First Corinthians 12,

Through this comparison of lists we cannot ascertsin which gift

a particular gift is mentioned would undoubtedly lesad o sowme Cone

clusions contrary to Biblical teaching. Also, to take the {irst one

amentioned as the grestest would be no wmore accurate for the lists

-

do not begin with the same gift. Meyer's Commentary on the iew

Testament-Episties to the Corinthians, has a very worthwhile state-
ment to this point. Referring to the list in First Corinthians 12;28

in particular:

[
w
e
Q
°
ol
(&}
(2]
k#,
@
pd

lRalph M. Riggs, The Spirit Himself (Springfiel

Publishing House, 19L9), p. 115.
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In the course of this

that are listed should be brought to

¥

bic arvangement

4

the 7704 b7 1.
arg expressly adduced in order of rank, the ;7ZZ/7h
afterwards, thereupon) which follow only mark
and thereafter the
which, as frequently as
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in understanding the meaning of the

charismata. However, a systemnstic grouping of these zifts is not
easily atbained. The Commentetors do not agree on the groupings,

problem to impede the prograss

ag they are listed. These

we disbinetly kvow one gift from
gifts, belng spiritusl endownsnt

stitution, increases our task of

in the *zifts of healings! than
or whebher Ytongues' is more of
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oVern oy

Comuentary on 7 Tesgtament

(Wew York: Funk &

ye
agmalls Publishers, 188&

Gorlntnlans, Pe 296



e
i

help. Tor this reason many of the gifte seem to answer each other,
The main list is either First Corinthians 12:8-10, or First Corinthians
12:28, or an amalgamation of the two.

Robertson and Plummer produces a list using the nine gifis
emmerated in 12:28, as the guide.l He feels that we have Paulls
authority for placing, apostles, prophets and teachers sbove all
the rest and in that order, And also, we have his authority for

'3

placing spealing in tongues and intergretation of tongues abt the end
of the list, He classifies them into four groups. The first is a
group of three in which the common element of teaching is found,

Following this is three pairs of two: wonder working, aduinistrabion,

o}

znd the ecstatic., These three pairs are valuable, espeeially the
first two but they ere not indispenssble. The first group, the power
of teaching, is indispensable, 9If there is no one to teach with
sureness and authority, the Christian Church cannot be built up and
cannot gr@w;”g In the wonder-working group he lists the gifts of

mivacles® and "healings®. In the adninistrative group, are "help-

ing® and "government®, and in the last, the ecstatic groun which he
considersd not so velusble is Mtongues® and "interpretation of tongues.®
But he admits this is nobt & good grouping for the group under

teachers, (apostles, prophets, teachers), were all offices in which

Larchibald Robertson & Alfred Plummer, The Internstional
Critical Commentary (ed. by Charles Briggs, New Yorks Cherles
Scribnert!s Sons, 1911}, I Corinthians, p. 28lL.

2Tbid.
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that is filled with joy at the prospect of endowing those whom He

loves with & nessure of Himself.
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3k
meeting. As Paul said,
How is it then, brethren? ¥hen ye come together, svery one of
you hath a psalwm, hath a doctrine, hath a btongue, hath a
revelation, habh an interpretation. ILet 211 things be done
wnto edifyling.

It is in these special functions, and the ones listed as charisma
in particvlar, that we are interested. As we sbudy these individual
gifts and find the Biblical use of each we can see more clearly the
meaning of the charismaeta for the Church.

As it has been stated before, the charismata are verious in
nurber and no twe lists are alike. Therefore, it shall be necessary
bo 1imit the discussion bto these gifts which sre listed in First Cor-
inthians twelve, vérﬁss eight through ten; twenty-eight through thirdy.
These lists of thirteen different gifts are the ones recognized by most
theologians and commentators. Without any attempt at specizl order they
are: apostles, teachers, the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge,
discerning of spirits, faith, miracles, zifts of healing, éﬁaphecy;
tongues, imverpretation of tongues, helps, and govermments. The use

£ these gifts in the apostolic church as seen by various theologians

and commentators is noted and discussed,

dpostles. This gift undoubtedly has a much wider range of
meaning than is uvswally accepted. An spostle is described as Yone sent

as a messenger or agent, the bearer of a commission.? The meaning here

11 Corinthians 1h:26.

2The Analytical Ureek Lexdcon (New York:; Harper and Brothers,
n.de), P» L.
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is much wider then to include only the twelve spostles that Jesu
ehwse and named zﬁwmm&l This ig in slmple words "one with a specisl
m from God sendt Lo preach the Gospel, ™
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Tor even mors,; acccrdl fiobertson and ?

The term included Faul and Barnsbas, Jases the wra@ brother
{zv. T3 Gal. % 19 Comp. ix, 5), epparently Aumdron
Junias (Bom, zvi. 7) and probably others {xv, 5, ‘?

“oue i"‘&‘
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L3 Al on § o oy - PO S sl N 3 ot P i D e
The Tothers' he nentions seene to havs been of an indsfinite

o to be corbain

peragraph he
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leeaitfel worbkerss Paul osd
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Some theoloplans ses
‘e

buke 6:13.

wilonsl Orditiecal

“irehibald Robertson e
seribnerts Song,

a§§ Commenbayy (Charles Briggs 5@
11? Fivat Corinthiang, p. 2

11 Coprinthians 11513,

éér’@%i‘«ﬁ}?’tm and Plummer,; ope ¢lb.; p. 279

5 J. ¥ilhelm, The Catholie Vneveclopedia (I Enoyelopedis
ses Ine., 1913}, 111, 590.
Wm"e uczl*%ng Swzz%m’mmw on the
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thus become the teachers and so propegate the fal thet But this is more
than naturel sbili ¥, this is a splritual gift, and must show greater
evidenge than mere naburel ability. SBowe theologlens have held Lo the
understanding that this spesks only of natural ability. Robsrison and

a 1little farther saying these ars 'Ymen whose natursl power

mowiedge were sugmenbed by & speclal giﬁ%,“2 . lpyers

g
=
g’;i
B
%\
&
{a

stresses the gift s 1little stronger when he believes, "These had the

gift of the Holy Spirit for preaching the belleetuzl

development <2 An extre

He believes sl of the gifts sre of supsrnsbursl ovigin snd have lddtle

by mingled with t&@m,&' Hig view of this gift ls:

%«%x

cf human abllid
Woen one glves lorth the word of knwo

Holy Spirdit in & way that i@p&?%@ the

is cperating in the gift of teaching,.

edge under Lhe
knowledge

w7l
Jeo ¥iliheln vnderstand the "Doctors office® to he in ong cope

rand by pernane ntlye. Hers the gifted ong wes to teach and presch build-

ing the Christian faith as long as that was assigned to his care.

Liden Clark, Clerk's
3?&: ?)E ..i.g 1‘,’_{12‘

nedon Cokesbury

B

CRobertson and Plummer, ope. Cib., pe 280.
Jeyers, ope Cite; p. 295,

ﬁﬁ&iyh Mo Riggs, The Spirvit Himeelf (Springfield, Mo.: Cospel
Pablishing House, 19L9), pe 126.

5Ibid., p. 116.

@? Whilheln, The Cablolic Eneyclopedis
Press Inc., 1913), IiI, 5%0.




38

&8

Bobartson and Flummer differs with him bellieving them o be consbantly

on the move, "they seem to have bsen it inerate, "1

adom, Heny commentators deal with the gifts of wisdom an

p—

&

-

knowladge bogether. The difficulty ardises in the separating theam or in

o

&

the attenpl to make them greater than nabural ablilitie

3,,::
a
\@

must be o be sharisnabse

dsdom and the Yord of ¥nowledge sesu to be degress of the sane
wﬁmfiwﬁﬁg Vig., bhe grace of propounding the Falth hff@%%ﬁ?@iﬁiﬁz

Longe ealls wisdom "Hhe dirvect intuition indo Divine %vgﬁur%eﬂ.ﬁg ?ﬁ@ﬁ‘
guoting from Heander:

=

e » wiﬁéﬁm ig the skill wieh is able fo reduce the whole prachie
mrigtien 1ife irto its due order in accordence with 1is
oundation p@im&i§iﬁy

This sbill leaves the gift on the natursel plsne. It stands as nothing

oA
zoye than "the higher Christian VWisdom in and by itsell. gﬁéﬁmem%

an exbension of the natural wivlch is the ability bo apply possessed

mowledge and expeyience Yo ibs groatest advan

ids Lz the wladon of God glven to men, an

im@%@w%m L el

loc. cite

5

ilhelm, loc. cit.
dele R

q
“John P. Laz@eg Commentary on the Holy Seripturs (iew York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 106D), Ds 25ie
Mieande id
tNeandern 88 quoted in Jolm P, Lenge, Ibid.

rJ
E;sf) 'd

ers, 0pe Clis, p. 201,
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knowledge for a specific reason or cceasion.

wenbary bits, bubt degrees of wis-
~v@f@xgm Spdyit, wishes o

&% reservoirs of

Hot necessarily fiashes of

dom and knowledpe that He

Tuparb. Abher ls there a2 %r& wwfer of gre

wisdom and knowledge, bub a2 ‘worde—z r@¥€1e
Fiom

gsulficient for the occasion-—of wisdow and §

In his following chapier, - he cltes severasl
instances which he believes shows bhs luparting dowe

R

In scbs 16:6, T,

Spirite In the cas

able 4o withsiond the

Paul in

o SUNENIT

Imke

¥ ’ EOE. Q. N N S AP
selvaes with courbs &

be

agbher illustratic wre waich

conld be Interpreled as the

3

goome o he more in

P
ERN§ 1y
JERR S )

AF e s x4
Knowledoe
SROWLEUEE.

and knowledge, are

s belonging to

Rig gzggﬁ {V}mlu ?;iﬁtﬁ e igzﬁn

o . o o
g;%:i‘:;az_f;h, pie 127-133,
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defines 1% as:
A gift by which the person so priviledged could discern a false
miracle from a true one, or a pretendsy Lo inspiration from
him who was peribasker of the Holy Ghost. It gwababﬁy gxbonded
also to the diseernment of false professors from true onss, a8
gopeors in Peter in the case of fnsnias and his wife.
Haryy obher Seripturel sceounts could be ciied where the gifv of

digeernment was wndoubbably in sse. It is difficult to separate the

one gift, for it sesws guite reedily mixed with others

Lenge adds another thoushd which is very good ab this point.
The discerner mst be able "po distinguish true prophecy from false

in the same or in different ﬁmkj@ctsaﬂg Mlso, the gift has "an gbility

which includes in itsell a suseeptibliliity for prophecy and an ability

to enter inte prophetic @@ﬁﬁaty.%B

>

e Wilhelm believes this gift gives its possessor the ability

af

@

o Judge certain exbroordinary menifestabion. This pift is found in

the saints snd is present with us twﬁawak

Faithe In speaking of the gift of faith it must be understood
that this i not that faith which de exhibited by 2 simmer when he

aogepte Chylist snd shows faith for

Dal
@
jred
et
<
o
&b
Luks
G
ol

L1
o
|
*;

is it the keeping

s o

faith of the san who walks constantly with God a8 e firm voswerving

Adam Clark, Clark's Co
Press), VI, 259,

wntary (New York: Abingdon Cokesbury

2donn ¥, Lange, ops oit., pe 252,
2 Ibid.

Wilhelm, op. cibe, p. 591.
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Christian. To show this as a particulsr gift spart from salvatlon,

Calvin sayss “Judas had faiih of this kind and he wrought siracles

Ewers though he possessed a measure of this

hothat could keep hiwm truve, This is g gifb of

zr;’

faith that God gives to man for a special task.
nd thet miraenlous faith
chap. ®iii, 23 or a

¢ upon the

Ho

By faith, verse 9, we are to vwaderste
by wihieh they couvld reuwove mountains,
peculiar igiﬁlﬁﬁx ag Dr. Yhitby calls i, that cax

apestles when any difficult matter was to be perlormed, which
imwardly asssursd th“m that God's power would assist thewm in
periornance of ite?

some see power not only for the miraculous

In this gify

but also falth by which to dle. Chryveostom, whomn some theologians

gquoted for a defindtion, says it is "the faith that produces not only
wiracles bubl m&rﬂyrﬁgﬁ3

snbabors agree this gift of falth ils a perticulsr

endownent that is given only to certein individuals gz the Spiyii
decideg, 1T 18 an sssurance that God will work in a certsin wey. And
a8 ﬂfw*o\ gtom belisves it is a zift from fod bhat spans the chasm of

8

death bringing the s0 elose that even life is counted as nothing

in preference to the zlory of oheving ﬁimga

Liohn Calvin, Calvin's Comsentaries ((wand Rapids, Hich.:
Eerdman's Publishing Co., 19L8), I, éﬁﬁ.

2 ; .
“Clark, loc, cit.

ervson and Flummser, The Internationgl Critical

Briggs, ¥ew York: Charles Scribner's “Gﬁng 1931}, &
De 266 ®
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m,r wwles, 4 mivacle is an orderly intervention in the repular
operation of nature: a supernabural suspension of the natural law. al

s

given to man to do desds which gre

beyond the power of wen. In dark 16:17-18, a 1ist of mervelous deeds

are given; handling serpents, casting out devils, drinking polsonous

drinks with no harm o the person, elbe. This is belleved by aany
snbabors o be the operation of the g1ft of sdrscles. It iz dif.

J

"ta;
i
[9
fied
S
B
B
]
o
Gk
ob

ferent frow the gift of bealings. Heallngs show |

: by saying thst this i

0%
Sove?
]
]
Q-g-
¥
pt |
G
i
g
feit
13
ot
A
E
et

of tervor', but more acourabsly it would

be those deeds that would ceause the observers Yo exglaim, "This is the

5 o
Pingor of Gogl¥®
Rigge claims thab:

dohn 1h:12 - 'Oresater

®

£t ie bhe fulfillsment of
works than ‘%:zz.s. 3 . d dn full 1’””& ation of
the promise of power in comection with the Baptism of the Holy
spdrdt, that the gift of aivacl sive: G

&
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Under this such deeds could b flymas struck vlind by
Angy s Peul shaking off

casb out of the prophetess

411 of these have but ohe purpose mad thal is to show Godls

and bring glory Lo Him. FPeber told the worshippers gethered in Jerye

1ph M. Riges, The Spirit Hlmself (Springfield, ¥o.: Ulospel
House, 1949}, p. 1L8,

2Calvin, log. cit.
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salenm on the day of Pentecost, that Jesus was approved snong them by

el

mirvecles and This was of value as a gysbol to them

e

that Jesus was approved by od apsrt from the value bo the individal
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in ail of the charismaba., Tt was of even greater isporbance in ostabe

1ishing the verasibty of the Chureh's clalnm to be of God.

(5

iteeld doss nob appeay to be the gift. The
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o heal® and it is ®iransferred angd conve

liever," Or as Rigas

vly Ghost,
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tongues which was being carried beyond its useful place in the Corinthian

churche.

Tongues. This gift is mentioned in two forms, Yother tongues®
and "unknown tongues®, This difference is recopnized by some as the
need for inmterpretation arises. Un the day of Pentecost "they® heard
them speak in thelr own language; this is assumed to be “other longues®.
The "unknown Songues" is in evidence when the tongue is forelgn to all
present, possibly belng a heavenly language. Horton recogniszes another
division, primerily in experience rather than in bthe words. He be-
lieves speaking in tongues is the Scriptural evidence of the Baptism
in the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:ly, 10:L6, 19:6) 4% this initial infilling,
tongues arve primaerily for a sign. The gift of tongues would be evidenced
at a time subsequent to the Bapbtism in the Holy Spirit.l

It is this gift that the Corinthians prided themsslves in possess-
ing and apparently made greast show of it. They were undoubtvably
eager for spiritusl gifts and on this "showy" gzift were carried away
by their enthusiasw. Pavl places this giit at the bobtom of the lists.

His reason may have been to "deflate" the Corinthians as no special

Q

rder seems proper, or it could be classified as the least of all the

ifts as its main purpose is the edifying of the individual. Al

g
@

though it seems to be the plan of God that the individual should be
edified, the Corinthisns were going beyond the purpose of exhaliing

themselves not in the ILord but before the eyes of the church, and that

Liiarold Horton, The Gifts of the Spirit (Glendale, Calif.:
The Church Press, 1919), p. 1h5.




is e splrit of pride.

There are several ideas of whab this gift consisted. Lange
tells us that older exposition believed this a language or different
languages to show the universality of the gospel. ind sgain, sonme
take it to mean glosses, that is, highly poetic words and foras that
are obsolete or provineial. S8Still otvhers referring speciflically to
the tongue as the organ of speech speak of it as,

« » o inspired witierances in which the conscious intsllect was
held in sbeyance and the spirit of the worshipper overpowered
and ravished by the might of the spirit, gushed forth in words
and senbtences involuntarily forced upon him, which were uninbel-
ligible to those of his hesvrers who were nob possessed with the

same inspirabion.

Adan Clark believes that it refers to, "different lanpuapes,

which they had never learned, and which God gave them for immediate
instruction of people of different countries who attended their
miniaﬁfy.“g

Ralph Riges understands this to be an ald in prayer and communion
with God, as Paul states (1h:2), also an indication of the initisl
incoming of the Holy Spirit.B He would slso hold this to be a greab
"over{lowing of the spirit" in the believer as Robertson and Pluamer
states:

The soul was undergoing experiences which ordinary langusges could
not express, but the Spirit which caused the experience supplied

Ljohn P, Lange, Gommentary on the Holy Scripture {Mew York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1860), I Corinthians, p. 252.

®Glark, op. cit., p. 259.

ERiggﬁ, ope cite, p. 163.
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and most interpreters, of the duties of the diceconate, the care of

the poor and sick.tl

Governments., This also sppears only once in the Hew Testament
and se is difficult to interpret. Horgen seys, "It has been taken to
mean those who steer, those who pilot, those who direct."? This could
be understood to mean the hiersrchy of the church such as is held by
the Cetholic theologian, J. Wilhiem,” or it could be taken to uea

expressed in this guotation from Clark's Commentary.
Dr. Lightfoot contends that this word does not refer to the
power of ruling, but to the case of a person endued with a dee
and comprehensive mind, who is profoundly wise and p*&de 4

and he thinks that it implies the same as discermment ol splr-
its.

11, Comparative Value

As has been stated each gift has a distinet purpose, mmd the
ugefulness of that gift to the Chureh can be seen. As they are dis
cugsed the individuality of esch gift is seen so strong that it bocomes
easy to lose sight of the entive conception, This bescomes a grave
error and & comparative value of the gifts becomes biased to favor

3,

our own tendencies. In order thet we might hold these gifts in

a correct undersbanding it is first necesssry to gebt a correct perspece

liﬁ@frre?f% Gy Cihey Pe 295-

2&, Campbell Horgan, The Corinthisn Letters of Paul (Wew Yorks
saing . Bevell Company, 1916), p. 160,

5 e i

i1

&fwz

34, Wilhiem, The Catholic Encyclopedia (New York: Encyclopedia
Press Inc., 1913), IIT, 590.

hClark, loc. cit.
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this is the Spirit's work.

The gifts are veried. Four times in chapter fourtesn Paul

urges the Corinthlans to prophecy rather than spesk with tongues, and
again in the last of the twelfth chapter he began an order with
apostles, prophets, teachers. "After these three, however, the
apostle has given no further help concerning any order in which they
(the gifts) were ranked, except that the change to the use of "then®
suggested an inferior rank of gift.“l The fact that some of the gifis,
such as these three heading the list, de apparently have a greater
function would seem to place them in a position of greater value,
Samuel Chsdwicl sdds some to our undersbanding when he says:
There are varieties according to temperament, accurd¢ng to
capabilities, accerding to graee, and according to function,
The fallure to remember this ensnares the unwary. They look for
the experiences and gifts in others to be given to them. To
some 1t ig given to be ag wen filled with new wine, to others i
is given to speak with tongoes, and to others to ﬁsrk miracles
of healings and of power, and we are apt to think these are insep-
arasble from the Holy Spirit baptism and fullness. The Spirit
divides to every man severslly as He wills, bui the gifts of the
Spirit are ne more arbitrary than the election of Grace.
Therefore, the charismata are both varied and equal. The
Spirit has given the gifts which He deems necessary for the proper

Lec)

functioning of the body. To amputate one finger, even the little one,

lK%ﬁtc@lzﬁg, Hew Testamenc sStudy of the Gift of the Holy Spirit
w’tn Special Reference to the Vesleylan Doctrine of Entire Sancti-
ication (an uﬂgubllshed “Bachelor of Divinitvy m“@szs Yestern Bvangele
is Seminary, Portland, Ore.), pe. 53.

2Sammel. Chadwick, The Way to Pentecost (Berne, Ind.: TLight
and Hope Publication, 193:)} p. 105,




5k

would cause Lhe whole body to suffer. For this reason raul says,

Let every gg;,i‘t i’a‘,“v;; its m @lzm@ aud operatl oniy let none envy
an x.«zmﬁ’;; i » that part of =
wileh God, by giving the ia&‘tis}"z has evide

shapters

Je intere

mretation of btongues bhas a wery Limidex

then, varled, not depsnding on thely splendor and o ffect bub
on practieal ubiliity for wilding vp the kingdown of Uod.

o

ted s 8 texd for bis discourss on the

of the oubpouring

g1l fiesh, This i=s not the

which we ave discussing but it is the gift (Jwpev) of the Holy Spirit.

of rit, wag given on the day of Penbecosb.
Howhere in Derdpture isg it revesled thal any any of the
eharismata without having first received ol the

“i:sa;w {Hew Yorks: Geor

“Adam Clark, Clark's Couae
Levl Heott "‘mw%% TB5L), tew Testonent, II, 279
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fore distributes them among us, in order that we may all contri-
bute to the common advantsge. To no one does He give all.

It is quite evident from verses 29 and 30 that all men did not
receive a universal gift that could be used in any capacity. In the
seven questlions asked, "are all apostles, are all prophets, are all
teachers, ete.,? the Greek word ﬁii;.is used in each case with the

indicative. idachen's Hew Testament Greek for Begimmers tells us:

N . . . . . /
"Guestions expecting a negative answer are expressed by g 74 with the
indicative, "2 Paul, by asking the questions in this manner, is reaslly
saying Lo us, &ll are not apostles, all are not prophets, all are not

teachers, etc.
V. The Permsnence of the Gifts

In chapter thirteen verses elght through ten, we read that the
gifts shall fade and become of 1little use; they shall pass away when
that which is perfect is come. The gifts will be of no more value
because Christ will be here and all these things which are in part,
(prophecy, tongues, knowledge) shall find completion in Him.

Many theologisns have assumed a division of the gifts and have
called some temporary and some permanent as was discussed under classili-

cation. The gifts of power and wonder-working were classed as those

Ldohn Calvin, Commentary on the Epistle of Paul the Apostle to
the Corinthiasng (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Berdman Publishing Co., 1948},
Ig I.E,Ob,a

2J. Gresham ilachen, New Testament Greek for Beginners (New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1955), p. 197.
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God. ¥hat the gifts consisted of and the exact mammer in which they
were manifested is not completely understood, bub Paul tells us they all
game Ifrom the same Spirit and He works for the unity of the body of
Christ.

During this early period of the Churchis histery, God gave to
the Chureh the most gifted men of all time, the apostles. These men,
classed by Paul as the first of the charismata, evidently possessed a
nugber of the charismata, thelr itinerate ministry demanding more of
then as‘th@y ministered to all of the churches.

Some hold that the gifts were given according to the capacity
of the individual, His own limited ability would desire or have a
tendency toward a certain gift and he would receive that gift from
the Spirit. Seripture tells us the Holy Spirit divides the gifts
severally as He wills to divide them. BHe ig God and knows the mobives
and intents of man's heart also the abilities and capabilities of man,
but His primery interest is in edifying the Church, not the man. It
is His, therefore, to distribute the gifts to the place of His cf

A11 of these gifts are from the Holy Spirit. FHe has a purpose
in each one. They were to be accepted wlth humility and looked upon
with honor. Some of the gifts were of more benefit to the Church as
a group than others, although even the least is not to be despised or
in any wey forbidden. They are all the gifts of God and He does not
give useless gifis bubt each has its place in His economy. ¥We are 10
seek Him in earnestness with a heart of love. This is the "most
excellsnt way.® Love is the baﬁiﬁ of the Church, the very badrock that

3

the foundation rests upon. If in anything love 1s not found then it



is not built on the foundation and "becomes as tinkling bells
clanging cymbols." Unless Love is first in the heart and the
are operabing in the stmosphere of love they become as "smoke

eyes and vinegar to the teeth."

62



CHAPTER IV

L. THE VALUE OF INTERPRETIVE FXPERIENCE

Names and terms within bthemselives are useless. It does not
matter how thorough we are in defining or describing a %érm; it has
no meaning for us unbil it is gpplied or observed. The word "char-
isma® has been carefully defined and described. Ibs meaning has been
sought through exegesis, analysis, and Biblical study. It does

not have value to us, nor can it become a part of our lives until

»

it is interpreted intc experience and that experience becomes real

o

@

to us. The views of the apostolic cimrch have been presented in the
2

roaE

Biblical study and their validity snd value noted. VWithin the course

of this chapter the Farly Church Fathers sre considersd and their
views discussed, also the modern theologians, commentators and church

historians.

IT, Vit OF BARLY CHURCH FAT

Irenaeus. The gifts were present in the church during the

&

second century. This fact is substantisted by Philip 3Schaff in his

History of the Christian Church. In this he paraphrases Irenaeus?

WOPKa

Vle do not know how long the glossolalia, as thus desecribed by
Paul (I Corinthisns 12 and 1k}, continued. It passed away gradually



with the other %&@f&&rﬁlﬂ%ﬁ? or strictly supernaturel gifts of
the @Etﬁiiﬁ a8, It is not mentioned in the pastoral, nor in
the u@*h&% cpistles. Ve heave bub g few allusions to it at the

close of the second century. Irenseus {adv. Haer. 50. v ¢.f,

par. L) speaks of ‘many brethren! whom he heard in the church have
ing the gift of prophecy and of speaking in 'diverse tonguest,
bringing the hidden things of men bo ilight eand expounding the
mysteries of Uode. 1% iz not cluar whe

2”‘;‘%

ey the berm 'diverse!?
refors to speech in Fforeign languages, or in Qlﬁayﬁﬁﬁg off tonguss
&l@aﬁ@%ﬁﬁf Qeeu*&@rg like those meant by Feul. Th “ft%a? is

oTe yfﬁﬁ&%ie, Irenasus himself had to learn ithe 15& age of
ﬁ&ﬁi

Irenseus, Hishop of Iyons, who was ©

N 2

who was in burn the diseiple of the spostle John, was born bebween

Aelle 120 and 1h0 and died in 202, His stabement written shbout

aﬁs

1
5
H

veas further evidence of &)

ATy $3 04
Ay ade }_ LED éj

w gifts during thab time and
ghows the high regard held for them.

Those who are in truth his discliples, recelving grace [rom Him,
do in His nswe perfors (miracles), so as to prowoite the welfare
of obher men, seccording to the gift which each one has recelived
from Him. For some do certainly and truly drive oub devils . .+ .
sthers have foreknowledge of things to come (of. Justin), they
see visions, and ubter yrﬂ@hﬁt¢e expre ;%10%&; Others still

neel the sick by laying their hands ug her « fea, the

ead even have been raised wp . . « It is not possible to name
he musber of gifts QXQPNJMT?% ) m:ich the

regeived, . . . and which she exerts day by day,

L2
@5
i’lﬁ;i?‘ﬂ% e #» « hp®

Tertullian., Aboul the same time as Irenseus; Terbullisn
SR M T
lived and wrote., His dates were from A.D. 160 1o 220, also

bore witness to the prevelance of the gifts during bthat time.

In his book against Mayeion, Fook V, Chapter 8, he wrote conceraing

York:

Ipnitip Schaff, History of the Christisn Church (¥
Charles Seribnerts Sons, 1862}, I, 236.

ipenasus {c. 185), Heer. II xoii, L. A8 quo  Av J. Orieve,
bﬂﬂ“&lﬁﬁ*ﬁ»& of ﬁbm$€&gﬁ ard Tihies (ed. by James ha@ﬁwgg&g Hew Tork:
ETIEs Leribner's Sons, 1908), P 371e




gpiritual gifts., In this

.

short chapter the gifts emumerabed by

Isaish Panl are compared. The gifis are ligted individually

o

showing the similerity of the btwo scoounts of

and the fulfillament (Paul). Marcion, whose i

the prowise (Is

dea of

aiah)

Livided

LA

o
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and fovelgn to Christisn concepb, was menifesting some of these pgifts

in his groups by way of "those g
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3 gt
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& prayer--only iet it be by the splirit, in an
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bery ra%&@zan

e

in a ragtuve, whenever an
to blmy

here he g i

chalienge bo MHerolon. Then in the next few lines

lenge and gives btestimony to the presence of

How 831 of these ”””ﬁs {of spiritusl gifts)

wy side without s &1”“?aa1 by, and they a

the cha

segbacy, thet is

fdves testimony to the lowledge of the charismaba and gives a

rismata,

and the dispensst ianﬁy and the instructions sf the

phsourely concerning splritual

» ®

gift of tongues, which were being manifest by

whom he belonged. This is stated by Fhilip

lfertyllion - adv. Here V. 8; as quoted %y Fost

Doneldson, ed.; Ante-liicene Fathers (Vew York:
Sons, 1903), pe 7.

2Tbid.
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Uthers. Three more guotations that ald in esteblishing the
fact of the spiritual gifts exlending bevond the spostolic days are

¢S

presented by Foberi Dalton in his book, Tongues like as of Fire.

Fox %ﬁ@ prophetic @iﬁ@ﬁ remain with us, even to the present time.
ind henge you ought %o understend that (the Gilts) formerly
aﬁﬁm% your nation have been btrensferred io ug. —Jusbin, Anbe-
Fieene Fathers, Vol. 1, p. 240,

For apostles have the Holy Spirit properly, who hay

W
{:“
5
Ll
G
=,
et ook
G
k-

a L
in the operations of prophecy, and the effics ﬁ% of {(healing)
virtues, and the ev iu@nc g of tongues; not part lly ag all

others RQV@, -Tertullian, Ante~Nicens Fabh IV, pe 524

the church, glves powers and

3 offers diseri %iﬁaﬁl@ﬁﬁ of spirits,
&i&@?ﬁa y&%ﬁys Gf g@v&?&mﬁﬂﬁg gugg ests, counsels, and orders and
arvanges whatever obther gifis there 4,9 of the cherismsebtzy and thus
makes the Lord's chureh everywhere, and in all, yﬁff&eig and
completbe, wwﬁrignﬁ, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. IV, p. 25k

" i a&ﬁ“i’s xﬁ?‘{);}%’}.ﬁ% in
PR S

¥

There can be no doubt but that the cherismatic gifts cone

tlweed Uhroughout bhe second century and into the thirde The chureh

at this tilme was beécoming mores and more ritualistic and the

spirituael gifte were geen less. In each of these quotations the

gifts ssem to be not Loo mumercus. The writers seen to be ingbruche

s

%

ing others as though all did not koow and pracblce the presence of

these charismsbic gifts. “hatever was the reascn, the gifts dig-

appeared from the maln streas of Christianitye.
ITT.

Heyman Gremey, cuolted in the Schaffl Hersog Encyclopedia, tells

us that the old theologians understood of the word "charismate® “Lhe

Vols. I & IV;

léust&mg Tertullian, Urigen, Ante-Nicene Fathers,
as ; {Springlield,

as quoted by Hobert C. Dallon, Tongueg Like as of
Ho.: Gospel Publishing House, 19h§}§ ppe L10-111.




68
endowment to perform miraculous works, . . . such as the speaking with
tongues, healing the sick, raising the dead and limited it to the
primitive church." This view, he believes, is still held by the
Protestant church which regards the gifis as either forfeited by the
guilt of the ritualistic church, as was taught by the Irvingites, or
taken by God from the church because it was no longer necessary.
"The capacity which each one receives to edify the church is in cone
sequence of a charisma which he must exerecise, and in the exercise
of which he exercises Divine grace (I Peter h:l@)."z Bach member
has received a spiritual gift, This is a spiritual power. Hatural
powers ag such are useless to the body of Christ. They must be
spiritual as the body of Christ. They must be spiritual as the body
is spiritual. TI% does, however, empower the natural abilities and
give new strength for tasks within the church, or the members are
endowed with new abilities for the purpose of edifying the church.

The charismata ave also, according to I Corinthians 12:28;
Romans 12:5-8; Ephesians l:1l, the basis for offices in the church.
There can be no office without a charisma, but it is readily seen
that not all of the charismats are of a nature pertaining to an
office. These are the extraordinary, miraculous gifts, which Cremer
believes were for the apostolic days or at the most, the first three

hundred years. These were the temporary gifts. The gifis which per~

Lhernan Cremer, Schaff Herzog Encyclopedia (New York: Funk
and Wagnalls, 1889), II, 872.

2Thid.
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the same source, the Holy Spirit, and subserve the sane end, the

]

edification of the church; the Pody of Christ. Therelore; Paul used

pe.3

the analogy of the body to portray the harmonions unity of the gifts

The mumber of gifts any one individuzl possessed or Lhe
gtrength of its use esbablished no merit for salvebion. Living faith
in Chyist is sulficlient for this, The cherismeba were fres gifis

» b g 1

and no man was responsible for possessing them, bul eac

had received them was vesponsible for their use. They could be

asbused; svery gift cerried z heavy responsibility. Thus the apostle

fieh alone would prevent abuse, and make thelr presence
pleasing and beneficlsl to man and God.

The

7ifts such as miracles and tongues did not belong essentlally and

tlous efflorescence of the gpostolic period, an crnamenial appendage,

like the wedding dress of & youthful bri de.™  Trautman (Die Apostole

ing the gush

ntecost covld
not and must not continue. It could not because man 18 not cone
stitubted s¢ as to stand for any length of time the bliss of so great
egstacy. This he believes was proven by the Transfigeration exper-

ienes. %his musht not continue because the Yoonblnuange of the blosson

would have hindered the development of the fruit.” The splendor of

11bid., p. 860,



72

i

When the Holy Spirit first came into the world with lls
creative power, coplousness, and freshness;, 1t was a striking countrast

to the heathenisi all ground it. By this miraculous power, Christendon
conguered., Accordingly, we Dind that as fast as the reigning power
of heathenism was broken, the gifts of extraordinery nature disappeared

until in the fourth century they are slmost entively gone. This was

B

not the result of a fault in Christianity for ab thalb very time some

of the greastest teachers srose, Athenssius, Asbwose, Chrysostom, and

R

Augustine. This was rether the resuld of the Churchis vichory over

the world. However, he goes on to say, the gifts did nolt disappesr

srbiyvely from the Church.

Spiritusl gifts, however, did not th@ﬁAfally and forever éisavp@&r;
for in times of greal swakening, and of the powerful descent of

the spirdt, in the %:%ﬁ@mw&zw?‘mzﬂmmmgwfnmﬁmﬁ%%m
cbhserve "‘aﬁ&@ﬁn& guite similar to those of the first century,
along with the c%f?%ﬁy&ﬂ&lﬁm dangers and abuse, and even Sabtanie
imitations snd caricsbtures. These nandifestations then grufaﬁily
cease agsin, according to the law of the development of a new
pedineiple Just steted.”

Calvin. The Corinthiang were sbusing bhese gifis of God for

2

ostentation and show; thelr love was little regardsd. The believers

were sdormed with the gift of God that thev wight sedily thel
brethren. These gifls were given to men entirely through the exercise
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in desling with these two, as Lange
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3

of the past, especially the mirasculous gifts., On the other hand,
they are claimed by actual testisony to be rmob only yet in exisbence

s of Hew Tesbament apostolie

e
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In as much ag it has been mentioned; by many of the commenta-

L SN - 2 s e e . gt b 3o
iraonious charisnsts cessed with the

tors referred bto, Lhab

apostollc chureh, 1t hag

2

shapter coneerning the charisana as rared bthroughout history.

ug in s fuller undsrets

arly Church

Az in the esrly church ab Cordnth where the gifit of "bonguss®

the greatsst objeet of conbroversy, even so throughout history

sttracted the most attention, ab

in all of

Fas more pred
these instances or just the easlest Yo notiee, as the other gifts do
not attraet so much abitention, we will never know positively. This

gift eleiming, in every case, a definite supernstural origin

v

¢

“ »

Catholic Church believes thal the mirscvlous gifts have always ree

F

gided in the Sainte, This ares will not be considered in this sbudy.

Fourth Century to the Heformation. ring this period of

2

time thers is very little heard concerning the gifts., Formalisam,

seremony and lgnoranes of the ¥Word left 1ittle voom for the free



o,
~3

expression of the worshippers, so necessary for the exercise of
the gifts. Unly bwo references to the gifts in the fourth century
were found. 4 man named Pachomius (292-3L8 A4.D.), according to 4.

Butler in his book Lives of the Jaints published in 1756, found that

s of prayer he was sble o speal In both Latin

F
&
"
d
g.iz
%)
ot
i;‘é
1
}
o
E
w

s under the influence of the Spirit; neither

35l-h30 4.0, ) is also sceredited with heving uade

reference to the gift of tongues. He wrobe:

e ﬁiiiz ﬁs wﬂat %ﬁ& ayw sbles dld when they laid !}
the U i the Holy Spirdt on then by the
Ea@iﬁg on of h@ﬁ&%, #t e ﬂhy@bﬁ@ﬁ thet converts should spask

This last reference is nob submitted ss eonclusive proof; in as much

s gongepblion of

oo
i

as be says bhe “eonverts should speak . o o7
“new tongues® is nobt clear froam this guotetion., Howsver, as he relates
it to the spostolic experiences it seems guite apparent this is the
Teift of tongues.®

During the long silence of the Derk Ages, Mexandria Mackie
believes, there is evidence of the physiological arnd psychological
actions and tendencies thah went slong with the appearvance of the

dences sre seen in

foks

gifts in the Gorinthisn church., These same ev

the history of the more s jern sects which we shall discuss,

i, Butler, Lives of the Saints, 1756, as paraphrased by
Carl Brumbach, Whot leansth This (oprangfield, Ho.s Cospsl Publishing
House, 1947), p. 9.

25
{Springfield, Ho.: UCospel Publishing

et deaneth This

Aogustine, as gquoted by Carl Brumback, Vhe
?)5 e ?}dq

%
House, 191
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His mad wrnes were sin, lmpending Judgement and repentance,
and were ya@ in such a fashion that thousands were suitten in
conscience and by fear.

His greatest minlstry was among the dohammedans and the Jews.
Thirty to forty thousand of both groups sre seld to have turned to
Chalat through his presching. This greet powsr was given him by the

to the

TH o O3 8 2L S e Ton & o o, o £ 2 f4n Lo I & o
Holy Spivit for thds greet work., He, too, looked back

%

Aposties history to Lashion hls experience wibh ( Sehaff tells

Us:

L9} this great Spanish preacher, fell

the papel asﬁiﬁag and he was iﬂti‘ﬂ*ﬁl?
ddenbifisd with the controversy it brought forth. His nome is
2180 ass Qi&%ﬁé,%iﬁﬁ. he glft of %&ﬁgﬂm% « +» « The gifft of tongues
was ascribed to him by his contemporaries szs well as the gilt of
miracles

Vincent Ferr

r {d.
%
during the gﬁra&& af

r‘?*t%r‘“*'

Reformation to the Twentieth Century. The return to Bible

gbudy by the people made possible by the Reformstlion, caused 2 reo-

vival in thelr minds. This attention which the Beformslion drevw o

%

srance of the gilts.

2

the Geripbures s the reason for the reapps

The iransiiteration of the Greek word for the gift ol tonguss

is ¥glossslsllae®. ILooking up the word glosselalis in the eneyelopedis

>

we find & wide ussge of the gift through the centuries. This state~

&

ment points oubt that the gift useslly is mandifest in a revival., Yhere-
as the scource is apparently not in full agrecsent with the gifts, the

words none-bhe-lege are Lrue.

A ﬁiﬁ%@fy of Christianity (Wew York: Harper

,‘}5 T G52

“Fhilip Schaff, History of the Christisn
Ohayles Scribnerts &oﬁ@, 1@&23, ¥1 702530,
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The same morbid and sbnormal trence ubtterance recurs in Christian
revivele of every age, e.g., among dendicant Friars of the 13th

@@ﬁﬁaryﬁ among the Jansenists, the early Cuakers %ﬁ@ gonverts

of Wesley and "hitefield, the @wrgaﬂ%%uw 9@@%w«%&aﬁg of the Gevennes,

the Irvingites, and the r&v&v&i of ¥ales and America.

Some of the sbove have already been meniioned and discussed.
A brief discussion of some of the others as their history pertains to
our subject will follow.

Jansenism was an abtbempt to relorm the Roman Catholie Church

from within. They remained s part of the Cabholic Church epnd belisved

+ was essential to thelr salvebion. Yetb they

s

simreh from the sin and Ssmerellty into which 1% had plunped.

Athough ihe doctrinal sysien was very perelielsd o Cslvi
it had no dealings with the Protestenids. Basically its Dondsmentals

% ™ Y o 3 & " 'r’“f% 3 5
siiesl Christlanity. The Jenserndites were as ine

menobs as were bthe Jeswlits and were willing to
chely intolersnee boward these persecubed paople.
e was a move bitterly opposed to the Jesulbts and their Pelagiene

ism snd Casuistry, their laxity in: ned religious practlics.

The Jansenlste were a sbtrange group inssmuch ag thelr redical-
ism game not at the beginning of thely movenent btut alter they had

boen grouped for many vears. They were not based upon Lfensticism and
v

aaypestness they sought s closer placs with God.

3,

In 1727, 2 ¥G%ﬁg Jangenist priest, Francis of Pavis, died with
the original bexb of the appesl in his hands. Hie adherents hone

iﬁﬁayﬁlagaﬁia Fritanica, Vol. LUIT, p. 288, {198 Rdition).




ored him as & saint, and mumercus reports of miracles, which had
bean wrought ab his g;:; ave in Hedsrdus churchysrd sb Farls, made
this a dally place of pilgriumage bto th mmw?ﬁs of fanatics. The
exclied enthusiasis, who fell inbte convulsions, and uittered ;,:;sm-»
phecies aboub @‘%r*‘“am of church and state » ETEW in munber

and, with that weswerice power which fansbiclisn has been imxmﬁ
in all ages to possess powsrfully influenced many who had been
before careless and profane.—

&

Another account of the Jansenlsls is given by 4. H. Hewman in 4 danual

of Church History, Volune II, page h73.

The Cevenal Prophets sppeared in the Southeastern part of Franece
about the labler part of the sevenbesnth century. These were former
adherents to the reformed faith and claimed to possess an "extraordine

o, 5

ary gift from Heaven.” The origin of this group iz unknown and for

3

its history in its beginning we must rely on two hestile sources, Brueys,

who le nem L0 become a Catholic priest, hated the church of his youth.

¥
ol

The other is the Bishop of Wismes, Flechier, who was ecgually as antagon-
istic toward his radicsl nelighbors. He lived not far from the scene

from Geneve. He seys & mon by the nase

]

avvl belleved the lmpulse paus
of Sieur Du Serre was its first apostle, being & man of considersble
influence in the region., Luoting from Dalton:

He is represented as an zkmggmm:z»ylaé. imposter, who returning alter
a sojourn on the banks of Leke Leman, brought with hie the gift

of prophecy, which m pretended to impart first to his wife and
members of ms large family, and afterwards 1o s grest number of
boys and giris. These he systematicslly trained, in his school

of enthumsiasn, to £all as though suddenly affected by soue un-
conbrollable foree, and, while lying supine in a specles of trance,
‘o exeite the popular wonder to the highest plich by ziving utierw
ance to move or less incoherent rapsodies compomed of certain

Ykurts, Church History (New York: Funk & Yagnalls Go., n.d.),

s 90,



formalas of preac iﬁ& some gospel exhortations, and frequent
invectives agalingt the pspel church and its cere sronies,

Uoing on sbill more to deseribe this phenomenon Balrds says
the report of friend end foe slike give the same general account.

These affected were both young and old, men end women, and nany werse

o
9

children of nine or ten years old. They were not from the eultured

%
:
3

classes but from the dregs of the people, lgnorant and unable to read

or write, and were szble in everyday 1ife to spesk.orly the dialect

pealisr to bhedr reglon.

Such persons would suddeniy Tall backward, and, while extended
at full lengbh on the ground, undergo strange and apparently in-
volunbery controtions; their chests would seem to heave, their
stomachs o inflaie. uﬁ coming gradually oub of this condition,
bhey s Jg&&fuﬁ instanitly to regain the powsr of speech. Begine
wing often in 2 volge ma&urra@%@ﬁ %y'ﬁfwsﬁ thaey soon poured forth
& bvorrent of wordse-cyies for mevey, culls to repentance, oxe
nortations to the bystanders to cease frsquenting the nsss, de-
minciations of the chuyrch of Rome, prophecies of coming jJudgment,
From the mouths of those that were 1ittle more then bebes cane
bexbs of Seripturs, and diseourses in good and intelligible
French, such as they never used in their conscicus hours. Vhen
e trance ceased, bhey d»el&rﬁi that they remesbered nothing of
wiat bhey sald. In rare cases they retained s general and vagus
&ﬁﬁ?&ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬂﬁ'b&ﬁ nething more. Thers was no appesrance of decelt
of collusion, end ne indication that in ubiering their predictions
respecting coming events they had thought of prudence, or doubt
as o the truth of whabt they foretold.

&
»
»
L3
*
*
#
*®
&
Ed
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&
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&
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23 ??0% sbant, K. Caladon, of Aulas, whose words are so much
the more interesting as his zocount bears the L rﬁﬁ% @f ynusual

Jmpa %&&ilﬁyy gxpresses nlmsgell in very siwmilar i have
seen & grealt nuabsr ﬁi these insplred persong,’ rmuar@edﬁ

fof @Very'&gﬁ and of both sexes. They were all psople withoub
maliee, 1n whom I percelved nothing thab 1 mmk& suspaect of beling

I, o, Lalton, Tongues Like ) of Fire {ﬁgyimgfiaid, Moo

Gospel Publishing House, 1515), p. 103 a2s quoted from Beirds, History
of the Muguenots, Vol. 1L, Chapter 1k




of their invention. They wmade very besubiful exhoritations,

speaiing French during the revelabtion, scue bebtler some worse.

I% should be remavied that it is hard for the pes S&ﬁ%@ of those
ragions to discourse in Freanch as it would be for & Frenchman

%ﬁ@ had just landed in Ingland to speak mﬁg&lﬁhu

»

Further guoting from Balrd, in the sane ﬁacﬁi@ﬁg The ime
mediate sffect of the rise of prophecy was z quickening af
religious 1ife, The d@?@ﬁﬁﬁ HASSes vers 5@@?@3@& from their

torpor by the rmumor and by the sighd of 2 strenge iﬁﬁuﬁ@fﬁﬁ@ﬁw
sible movesent.?

Another group quite related o the Cevenes and sbout the same
time was the Ceulsards, so called in 1702. These can best be under-
stood as we realige the tremondous stress the Protestants were under
ab this time, This was at the time of the revoecation of the Hdiet
of Hantes; when a1l public worship of Protestants was to stop, all

churches were destroyed; chlldren were taksn to be valsed Catholics,

many were fleseing the country, death wase ¢lose at hand. Under this

heavy burden they begen to call upon God and God met 1
blessings. Magy had visions and were affected by the gift of tongue
both men and women snd even children,
The H?ﬁ shehs seomed Lo have specolsl disgeymment in church an
thvay m&@ﬁ&?yg snd continued b0 claln divect F%?wlﬁ%&&ﬂ

Trom heaven and the inspirstion of the Holy Spirit, Tt 1s o
be noted that personal and family plety still continued armong

83

the groups, and they enjoyed a reputation of honesty of purpose.

In Zeotlend and Englend, in 1830, among ceriein pious people

Yo

3

of the Church of Secoblsnd ocourved another outbreak of the gifts.
IFE

Thise proup cams o be known as the Catholic and Apostolic Chureh or

generally lnown a8 the Irvingites.

L1bid., po. 17-19,

‘“}wra . ¥
&'Lmlﬁvg P 22



Ao

baward Irving, a very eloquent and scholarly minister in London,

i“"e’
£
&
&
T

and leader of this movement, became interssted in the prophet
sage of scripture. A banker, Mr. Urumsond, a very influvential men
Joined himsell o Irving., He, with Irving and others, held 2 series

of prophetic confersnces and discussed several points of prophetic

importance. These meetings contimed anmmally Tor sbout five years.

A% that last meebing 3n 1830 certain subjects of propheay

were discussed for the spirit of prophecy was supposed to have arisen

o s, «

in Seotland., The chairmsn, a2 clergyman in Ungland, volced the opinion

e

of all when he sasid,

That it is our dubly bo pray for the revival of the glits "‘f;ﬁfs‘ﬁﬁ.m
festad in the primitive church; which are wisdom, f‘ié}”*l&‘i

faith, healing, rzz&clwg m:mgwu vy, discovery of spivits, k,s.mé.
of tongues, g;m& interpretetion of tongues; and that o respongie-

bility lies on us to z»z‘sqmr@ into the state of those j:u“%;% said
to be now present in the west of Scotland,

%ﬁ

Avd vinet were these events in Yest Scobland? 4 younpg wousan,
in ohe perdsh of Resneath, nased Hary Campbell was confined to her
bad. Being very religlous she thought vpon spiridual matiers. OGhe

was plarming on going to the alssion field and was studying languages,

)

and sald she was looking forward to the day when the gift of tongues
would be poured out on the church.

Finelly, on a Sunday evening, with some friends presenbt; Mary
Campbell comsenced to utber zounds to them incomprehensible, and
beliaved by %‘zw to be the gilt of tongues. This was the first
wanifestation of the restored 'gift!, for such 1t was thought to
ba. ©She at first thought the language to be some foreign tongue
of the people she was to go to 2% z wissionary, but she was never

1. ., -
Ibide, p. 26, Quote from Eiller, Y., The History end Doclrine
of the lw*:mgz.m 8, ppe b5, kb,

8w
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eble to find out who the people were. Gradually, as others
received the like gift it became evident that she spoke in an
unknown tongue, The proof of this lay in the later interprete~
tion which developed.

Hary Cempbell married and as g gifted prophetess she and her
husbend started out for the mission field. In London they met Irving
and joined him. Several of the group manifested the gift of tongues
from this time on, although Irving himself did not., Another socures
tells us:

Edward Irving (1792-183L) a Scotch Presbyterian minister be-
lieved that the church should enjoy the 'gift of the Holy Spirit!
nat it had had in the Apostolic era. His followers emphagized

tgpeaking in tongues' and the imminent reburn of Christ, They
became knovm as the Catholic Apostolic Church sboub 18L2.

Generally speaking these three movements mentioned had much

in common. All asges were affected and the symptoms of the trance

le

seemed to be the same. The messages were about the same, calls to
repentance, social sins, coming judgment, scripbure, exhorivation,

~N
praises and comfort. After the trance they retained little of what
was said. There appears to have been no deceit, except in the case
of the Trvingites and they admitted coloring the prophscies which
then became contrary to scripturs. Also, the people affected were
good moral pecple who lived clean, praiseworthy lives and emphasiszed

holy living.

The Encyclopedia Britannics made meuvtion of the Quakers ex-

hibiting the glosselelia. W. C. Bralthwaite in his book, The liessage

1ipid., pe 27. ,

EE. B, Cairns, Christianity Through the Centuries (Crand
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 195L}, p. L37.




and Mission of Quakerism (page 17), quoting from Burrough's Preface

to a

Great Eystery tells of this instance;

.

¥hile waiting wpon the Lord in silence, as often we did for many
hours together, we received often the pouring down of the Spirit
upon ue, and our hearts were glad and our tongues loosed and our
mouths opened, and we spoke with new tongues as the Lord gave us
utberance, and as His Spirit led us which was poured down upon
us; on our sons and daughters and the glory of the Father was
revesled, And then began we to sing prailses to the Lord God
Almighty and to the Lamb foreveg.l

In VWesley's Vorks, Letters to the Rev. Dr. Middleton, Section

VI, Wesley has been dealing with the labtter's writings denouncing in

particular the gift of tonpues. Dr. Hiddieton had writbten in some

former letter;

took

After the Apostolic time, there is not, in all history, cne in-
gbance . . « even so much as mentioned, of any particular person
who had ever exercised that gift (tongues) o «

Protesting to this grave errvor the able revivalist, John Wesley,
his pen and wrote in answer to him;

Sir, your memory fails you again: It has undovbledly bee
pretended to, and at that at no great distance either from our
time oy counby. It has been heard of more than once, no farther
off than the valleys of Dauphiny. Wor is it yet fifty years ago
singce the Protesbant inhabitants of those velleys so loudly pre-
tended to this and other mirsculous powers, as ve give much dis-
turbance to Paris itself. And how did the King of France confute
that pretence, and prevent its being heard anymore? Not by a pen
of his scholar, but by (a_truly Heathen way) the swords and
bayonets of his dragoons. ‘

Coming & little closer to our present day we have a testimony

regarding Dwight L. Mcody. Rev. R. Boyd, D. D. (Baptist), who was a

1pid., p. 9L

Eﬁmmryg John Wesley's Works (Mew York: Emory and Weugh, 1831},

T, 7h3-Thl.

'3 -
“Ibid,
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writes:

E

very intimate friend of the ev

When I {2 Y.4.C.4. member) gob to the rooms of %,; > Young Men's

Christian Assoelstion (Victoris Hall, Tondon}, I found the meeting
fon fire'. The young men were speaking with %mwm 1, prophecying.
Yhat on earth did it meany f}ﬁi‘y” that Hoody had been addressing
them that afterncon.t

g,.s.m
e

The Twentlisth Century. The recorded instances in the bwenbieth

century arve too numerous 1o mention. A greabl revival begen at the

shiich the charisastic gifits were smenifest.
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This revivel of the Holy Spiriitis

*3

gifts is world-wide and hes grown by great strides as is evidenced

&

by this report on churches in the Undted States slone.

Between 1926 and 3,9%} the goverrment ru v, that so-czlled
tre golar! clurches lost 2,000,000 mewbers, or neir wotal.
dut the Holinsss and FPentecostal sects 'zf«:';g ietered a phenomengl
growbhs Thus one group of Fentecostia biies m ressed 26l.7
per cent, the Assemblies of God 208,7 per cen he Chureh of the
Hagsrene I‘Llwzu per cent, the Chureh of Gpd 92.0 per cent, the
Pentecostal Holiness Church 60 per cant.
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healings have taken place. Predesen tells us that in some areas of
the clureh there is still no change. Some of the mewbers have not
experienced salvabion. Dub the power of God is so visibly demonsirabed
today in the Hillside Presbyiterian Church that no ons cen deny it who
has seen it.-
The views of 21l the authors that have written on this subject
cammot here be presented. From these few reliable sources a valid
conclusion to this section cen be drawn. Beginning with the earliest
church period up to the present day the charismaba have been manifested
among groups of believers, Although the gifts have been found in
remobe places, possessed by a minority, and confused with unsound
doctrine, it is generally agreed that the individuals were earnestly
doing the will of God to the best of their knowledge. They were withe
oub malice, submissive, portraying generally a meek and loving Christien
spirit. The expression of their Wglfis" were comparable to that of the

apostolic church. And thelr claim bto the supernstural could not be

denied,
V. Sumary

In this chapter the views of different groups of writers, in
regerd to the charismata, has been weighed and discussed. The Rarly
Church Fathers saw in the gifts the supernatursl working of the Holy
Spirit as the life giving factor of the Church. Although this was

fading from the churches it was not discouraged beyond the words of

Ibid.
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Paul in First Corinthians, 7Thisg can not be sald conclusively of the

heologians and commentators. The view held by the vast

g?&

modery

ngjority of these men is that the zifis ceased sbout the fourth cene

&%
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The sve shown theb the glits not disappesyed,
in ngibes,

theologlians

sprances of the gilos,

" 3 i

nished in prowminence because ritu

2
£

LEm

Iyee moving of the

T 0o Loy

sseking CGod and the Yord of God was nob svelilebls to every man.

x
&I 4

ti : gresh awskenings and world-wide revivuels

W
1
i
o
s
p
¥
?:“*
g:;;
e
=
o
pc
f%
[+
&
LR
o
%i
[
&
Ev




CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIOW
I. Suemary

In this study the spivitual gifts as related to the church
have carefully been studied. It was the intention of the writer to
discover the validity of these gifts for the present dsy church.

The study of the word through Greek definition and derivation
presents to us a fuller meaning of what the charismeta are, The
charismnata are Divine gifts that God has given to us not because we
are worthy of any gift but because He has forgiven us completely and has
with great joy and happiness heaped uvpon us gifis of a spiritual nature
that he might draw us closer to Himself in fellowship.

These gifts have been debated by lesrned men since thelr in-
auguration o the Day of Pentecost. Host of these men will agree
that the gifts are supernatursl to a large extent. Some scholars
stand in doubt gbout the total supernatural aspect of some of the
gifts. Some b@liavé a few of the gifts are an exbtension of the natural
abilities, empowsred and raised to a more efficient level.

A study of the uses of the word tells us that there is an al-
most unlimited nuiber of charismata. In its broadest sense it might be

said all that we receive from God is a spiritual gift and in this every

grace of life could be listed. Vhereas this is the extreme view the
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difficeulty of finding the dividing line between them can be seen. As
Rev, Horton has stated they can be divided like the "individual colors
of a Sy@eﬁrumﬁﬁl This presupposes their unlﬁj as the cleayr lizht,
There is great similerity and overlapping asmong them. For this reason
most commentators limit the gifts they discuss to one or both lists in
First Corinthians twelve.

There appears to be three kinds of charismata mentioned,
Christian graces, supernatural intervention, and offices of the Church.
This distinction is not held by al Paul begins the classification
of the gifts by placing apo tlesg prophets and teachers as first,
second and third., The ecstatic gifts, tongues and interpretation of
tongues, are always placed at the end of the list. Ho order beyond
the first three is pgiven in Seripture. Many commentators have devised
a list after thelyr om understanding of their importance,

The gifts ave many and their uses were varied but the one ain
of all the gifts was to bring glory to God and edify the church, with
one possible exception, the gift of tongues im‘private use. In this
use, this gift was for the edifying of the individual. The purpose
of each gift was to help the disciples in their Christian walk through
teaching, building faith, correcting faulbs, guiding the Churchls
developnent and keeping thelr bodles well. To the extent these
gifts were used we ave not told., Certainly all were not healed who

were in the Church. The Spirit has used the gifts mainly for the

1ﬁMr®1d Horton, ‘The Gifts of the Spirit (Glendale, Calif.:
Church Press,. 1919), p. 32.
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building of the Church. Heny were added to the Church upon witnessing
the evidenced power of God. As 1t was in Christ's time meny believed
when they saw the miracles which He performed.

fany of the writers quoted did not believe all of the charis-

mabe were designed to remain in the Church for 211 the church age.
But, even as it appeared to happen, the more miraculous gifis van-
ished when the Church was established, leaving those charismata

which have to do with the Church offices,

I}

After the begimming of the Reformation ancther view began to
be expressed. This view, with nany and varied medifications, called
for a return of the spiritual gifts in full power. This apparently

was caused by the increase of Seriplure reading by the populace. All

through history the charismats hed not ceased =8 was supposed by

gome, bub ibs manifestations were few and limibted., During the great
3

revivels thabt began to take place during the Reformation, the gifts
began to appeer more freguently. In the twenbtieth century we find

N -

the adherents to the teach

Present dey charismata are experienced in new ewskenings of individual

churches, The experiences of the Hillside Presbyterian Churech in
Jamalca, Wew York City gives testimony to an ouwtpouring of Ged's

Spirit anew less than two vears ago§1

II, Conclusgion

-

These charismatic gifts have been found to be of value to the

i

E

individual believers. In chapber two of this study under the second

1

e

{arold Bredesen, loc, cit.

ving of these gifts numbering into the millions,
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divigion "Biblical and Non-Biblical uses of the Vord® eight uses of
the word charisma have been given. In all of these the individusl is
primary and in some instances the "spiritual benefit" is given person-
ally, that is to one person. Such would be the first one mentioned,
"o gift of contimiance® for Pavl personally, end the third one men-
tions Pavl's and his assoclates' deliverance {rom great peril as a
cherisma. Uthers are also mentioned but of the thirteen gifts classi-
fied and discussed in chepters two and three only one charisma sppears

.

to be for the edification of the individual. This is the gift of

D08,

£% together with

.

tongues as exercised in private. In public this

I

the interpretation of tongues is for the edificabtion of the Church as
well as the others,

¥

The gifts having to do with the offices and sdministration are
veluehle to the entire Church as the Holy Spirit dirvects, guides and

enables the ones in suthority to lead the Church on in progress., The

miraculous gifts were, among other benefits, a sign to the world that

God was present. This brought many to the Church and helped to build
it vwp as other charissabs kept order by revealing sin and sham.

These charismeta, as they were given to the early church, have
been noticed Lo have cccurved abt various times thirough out the period

known as the Darvk Ages where ever the Yord of God was proclalmed. Then

as the Heformabion released the Bible agein into the hands of the
people the gifts and the teaching became more prevelant, Adherents

today number over a million. The gifis were given for the purpose of

bullding up the Church. The Church is still in existence and needs
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the help of God to remain a live and functioning body. Ounly one place
in Seripture are we told that any of the gifts shall cease, and that

is witen “that which is perfect is come"., (I Corinthians 13:10) This

is referring to the Second Coming of our Lord, and when He shall comse

all that we have in part shall be done awgy. The gifts are needed for

In this senze do the gifts have s pere
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manent value

In the bullding of the Church there can be no omission of the

R

gifts nor substitution with naturel sbilities. hrist is the Head, the

Church is the body and 1f the Head

=2

s spiritual the body must sizo be

spirituel. These gifts in thelr prover pervspective are 25 necessary

i3

-

for the Church today as they were for the apostolic church of the

irat century.

ITI, Further Studies

Two Turther studies are constantly before the mind of the
writer which this thesis has not abtempted to mention. Both would
bhe a profitable furtherance of this work.

1e The infilling of the believer with the Holy Spiri

5 that believer keeps that relationship
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firm in the Lord. Thers sre many Spirit-filled lives with no evidence
of a charisma. This is allowed for in Seripture. Bub it is also
evident that charismata are found in confusion, such as in the Corin-

1

trian church. Vhat then
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gifts and the Spirit-filled believers?
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2. Dr. Van Dusen, President of Union Theologleal Seminary,
has opened an area for study on a "Third Forece in Christendom®™l in an

article by this name in Life magazine. The guestion arises, is this

rapidly growlng wmovement of wnorthodox Christian worship a "hird
force™ equal with Catholicism end traditional Christisnity? Or, is

this the true apostolic worship of the apostolic day, or a close
. Z % o B

wersion of 147

ipp, Henry P« Van Dusen; "The Third Force in Christendon®, Life,
XLIV {June 9, 1958), 23.
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