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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITIOR OF TERES USED

Today the eves of the world sre wstching with keen
interest the affalrs of the Jewlish people in the Holy Land.
ihether or not an individual has been a student of the
#ible, he 1s nevertheless cognizant of the fact that there
ere taking place in Palestine some things which have not
occured there before.

It has been significant to note that for many years
the Jews have been the object of study not only by Bibliecsl
scholars but also by statesmen and politicisns. fcholars
aend common people alike have alwsyz found it difficult to
sccount for the Jew. There is something unigue sbout the
Jewish people. Ho race of people has besn in the thinking
and conversation of mankind during so many centuries as has
the Jew. The Jews have been either hated with vitriclic
hatred or loved and underatcod. The latter has been by
those who saw the place of the Jew in thg histery of the
world and understand, to a certain extent, their destiny.

~Iﬁ view of the fact that the Jews have been in the
thinking of men throughout the centurles and now again are

coming into the limellight, it secmed very apropos to make a
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study of this people. Therefore, this investigation has
been made in the light of the prophecy contained in & bhook
which has been recognized by Christendom as the final |
authority, apd which likewlse contasins so large a part of
the early history of the Jewish people. The book referred
to is the Bible.

¥uech has been written and preached sbhout the Jewlsh
people. They have been studied as a nation and as
inﬁividaﬁla. They have been ridiculed by certain economists.
den have tried to understand thelr psychological nsture and
their relisious 1life. Thev heve come under the scrutiny of
those who scorn th@m‘as well as those who respect them.
They have been the laughingstock and byword of many nations.
Their future destiny has been the object of much speculation
by sincere Christian pecple. The latter have heen people
who have wanted to Ee & little sensational in some of theilr
predictions &Q well s in thelr interpretations of prophetic
utterances in the Vord of God.

¥uch sensationalism in present-day prophetic preach-
ing has made this study imperaﬁive. It is necessary for
Bible students to heve not only a correct understanding and
g proper attitude toward the study of prophecy as 1t 1is
related to the Jewish people, but also a proper interpreta-
tion of sny Biblicel truth which is of a prophetic nature.

Therefore, a sound and sane investigation of some of the



facts within a given period of Biblicael history has become
urgent. It is true that this study has been devoted largely
to the prophnetic phase of the Israelites, but 1t has been
impossible to keep the historic phasse out of the picture.

The writer has hesrd many sermons preached sbout the
Jewish people and always has been interested in the study of
history, prophecy, and the Jews. Therefore, a careful study
of this prophetic phase has been thought profitsble.

There has been & tendency in the study of prophecy to
go to one of two extremes. OUne has been the desire to be
gsensational in the mattsr of predictions. The other sxtrenme
has been to waive prophecy altogether and desl with it only
from & historical standpoint. Thie has been the policy of
the destructive Hlgher Critlcs of the 014 Testsment. They
love to ridicule prophetic utterances, denying that 1t was
possible for an event to be prophesied any length of time
before it actually occured. Due to this interpretation of
the Seripture, they have had great difficulty in accounting
for the Jewish people in &ll phases and realms of life.
Since they heve ruled ocut the prophetic truths in the
Seripture, they have been unsble to account for the unlque-
ness of the Hebrew people and thelr dealings with Jehovah.
It was not the original inten#etion of the writer to present
this paper from an apologetic viewpolnt. However, upon

occaslons, facts have been submitted which clearly indicste



that an event wes propheslied long before its fulfillment.
tne to these facts: (1) the position which the Jews
have held in the thinking of men through the centuries
combined with the pressnt renewed interest in the situstion
as it is developing la Palestine; (2) the students who have
asttempted to be sensstional in their interpretations of
prophecy: (3) the writer's personal interest in the subject:
and {4} the critics who have discarded @ra@h@cya there has
seemed to be adeguate justification for a paper of this

charscter.

i

LI, COPE AWDL HBRTHOD OF APPROACH

The statement of the subject undoubtedly has suggested
that an sxtensive amount of material hss been covered by
this study. Since the Blble contains so many prophecies,
this investigator hes been well aware of the fact that it is
impessible to examine every prophecy carefully, even by
limiting the study to & certain period of time in the history
of Isrsel. Hencs it has been nscescary for the wrilter not
only to limit the period of time, as Trom the time of Hoses
to the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C., but also to select
only those prophetic utterances and their fulfillments which
heve had the most significant bearing on the life of this
people.

To further limit the fleld of study, the writer has
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emphasized only three phases of graphecy in thas 1ife and
history of Isrsel. Firat, a study has been made of the
prophecies and thelir fulfillment concerning Isreel ass a
nation. This has included a careful anaslysis of the |
prophecies which deal wlth the Israellte’s deliverance from
EZgypt, their wanderings 1in the wilderness, entrance into
Canaen and the rise of the kings and kingdom. S@caﬂﬁ, a
study has been made of the division of the kingdom and the
downfall. Third, & study has been made of the prophecles
concerning Isrsel in lts relationship to other nations.

The chilef source of information for this psper has
been the Bible. The invegtigatof has studied the various
passages inductively. For all practical purposes, it has
been the intent to find out, Tirst-hand, what the Bible has
to say églative to the varlous passages which have been
considered. Careful observations have been made as to time,
place, ides, events, and persons involved in the prophetic
utterances as well as their fulfiliment. The writer has
called attention to comparisons, made contrasts, focused
attention on repetitional phrases, set forin causes and
effects, and the means to the end as set forth in the
Seriptures.

¥While the basic stuﬁy has been done inductively, the
writer has made use of such exegeticel sources and historical

date as have been helpful in matters of interpretation or in



substantiating the claims set forth.
The rule, "Do not affirm more than you ought, lest
you be called upon to prove more than you can."l was

continually in the mind of the writer as he made this study.
IiI. DEFIRITIONS OF TERES

Prophecy. After several definitions of prophecy had
been read the one used by Bishop R. 5. Foster was selected
to provide understanding of the term throughout this paper.

By prophecy, we mean the forecasting and the

foretelling of events in such kind and manner as the
humen mind, left to its own unaided power, is incapsble
of doing; and the announcement of them as communicated
by God, in order that the person making the announce-
ment may scquire the asuthority of God for his utterances.

Iigsrael. In the fore part of this introduction the
term Jews was used. It has been understood in this thesis
thaet Israelites, Jews, and Hebrews are the same people, the
descendants of Abrasham through Isasac and Jacob, When refer-
ence has been made to the Hebrews 1t has been understood
thet this means thelr racial name. In speaking of Israel,

the writer hes hesd reference to the national name. Yhen

speaking of the Jew, the writer has had reference to the

1 Guoted by Doctor Kenneth P. Wesche, Professor of
English Bible and Church History, Western School of Evangel-
ical Religion.

2 R, S. Foster, The Supernatural Book. III, Studies
In Theology Series; (lew York: dunt and Eaton, 1889), p. 70.

2



~reliplous name for the descendants of Abrsham. Let it be
understood thet there have been occasions when the writer
used the three names int@rc&aageahly. In such a case the
reader needs to remember only that the reference has been
made to the descendants of Abraham through Isaac and Jacob.
With this information as a background the writer

approached the heart of the study itself,



CHAPIER II
PROPHECIES CONCERNRIRG ISRAEL AS A NATIOR
I. ISRAEL'3 DELIVERANCE FROM ECYPT

Qur attention is first of all directed to the account
of the bondage of the Israelites as recorded in the book of
Exodus. The book of Exodus 1s meinly historic and not
prophetic. However, there are recorded in this book &
number of prophecies which 1lifted the eyes of the people
from their bondage to a better day. By and large, however,
the prophetic utterances, voiced by God through his servant
loses, were fulfilled within the lifetime of the majority of
the people. Events prophesied in this book may be classified
in two ways: those which relate to the ultimate entrance of
the Israelites into Cansan, and those pertaining to the
deliverance. Thus, the eassurance is given that God will
deal %iih Pharsoh and the Egyptians, that ﬁhey may know that
Jehovah is the God of the Isrselites. By way of general
observation, it is interesting to note that the majority of
the events which sre prophesled are recorded within the
first ten chepters. There is very little of the prophetiec
element in chapters 11 through 40.

| The first glimpse of a deliverance in this book

appears in Exodus 3:8, in the experience of God spesking to
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loses after arresting his attention by the burning bush. In
this verse, God told Moses that "He was come down to deliver
them out of the hands of the Egyptians"”. ﬁé not only told
Hoses that he was going to deliver them, but also that He,
(Jehovah)} was going to bring them into a land flowing with
milk and honey. Here Hoses received a plcture of two ex-
tremes, 8 people in bondage and & people in Canaan, a large
land where there was sbundence. Undoubtedly this was good
news to loses. He was in the land of Midian at the mountain
of God in Horab (Exodus 3:1). God told him that He would
délivar the Egyptiens, but that Moses was to be the leader.
tfod gave Hoses a picture of Israsel reaching Canaan before
they were delivered from Egypt.

The purpose was to condition Hoses for what was to
follow. It was not until Moses made excuses for not going
to Egypt that God unfolded some of the hardness of the
struggle with Pharach. In Exodus 3:10-4:17 God revealed to
Hoses some of the obstacles he would have to face when he
stood before Fharaoh. One of koses' chief objactions‘in
resisting the call was that the children of Isrsel would not
accept his leadership (Exodus 3:13). HNot only d4id God
reveal to loses the fact that He would deliver the Xsraeiitea,
that He would bring them into & large land flowing with milk
and honey, but also He revealed the manner and the signs He

would use in effecting this deliverance. VWhille answering
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the objections which Hoses gave, God assured him that He
would be with him and thet every obstacle, raised by the
Israelites, Pharsoh, and the Lgyptians would be more thsn
reckoned with in due time. It has been interesting to note
that CGod reveasled what He would do for Hoses in asccomplish-
ing the deliverance. Hoses knew the obstscles he would have
to face before the dellverance, but God diéd not reveal any
of the problems wlth which Hoses wouléd have to cope from the
time of the deliverance until the entrance into Cansan.

Having surveyed the general picture, s few of the
particulerly significent prophecies concerning Israel's
deliverance from Egypt the following facts have been observ-
ed. There is the promise of deliverance snd entrance into &
large and good land flowing with milk and honey.

The land to which the Israelites were to be taken

up is called s good land on account of its fertility,
(Deut. 8:17) and a large land in contrast with the
confinement and oppreasion of the Isrselites in Egpypt.l

Secondly, it wmas revesled that when they hed been
brought out of Egypt, "ye shall serve God upon this mountsin”
{Exodus 3:12). This prophecy 1s unigue, 1t stands slone in
that it is the only one which deals wlth the object and

place of Isrsel's worship. It is given with the promlse of

1 ¢, F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Biblical Commentery on
the 0ld Testsment (Grand Repids: Wm., B. Eerdmans, 1949), I,
p. 440.
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deliverance. At this particular time HNoses was in the land
of HMidian. The last half of this prophecy could not be
fulfilled until deliverance had been accomplished.

It was in the wilderness of Sinail, the Bible tells
us, amidst the mountains of Horeb -- "the dry," -- a
name for the vast heights of the 3inai group as a
whole . . . that Hoses was first honored with the
PDivine Communication. . . . Tradition has fixed the
spot, since the sixth century, in the deep seclusion,
to which he afterwards led the children of Israel,
and the convent of Justinian is bullt over what is
held %o have been the very spot where he was commanded
to put the sandals from off his feet.?

That the Israselites worshipped God in this place cannot be
denied. OScholars are well acquaeinted with the significant
events in the 1life of Isrsel at 3inai and in this genersl
region. This promise of God was & sign to Moses.
This sign, which was to be a pledge to HMoses of
the success of his mission, was one indeed that
required faith itself: but at the same time it was a
sign adepted to inspire both courage and confidence.
3od pointed out to him the success of his mission,
the certain result of his leading the pecple out:
Israel should serve Him upon the very same mountain
in which He had esppeared to Hoses. As surely as

Jehovah had appeared to Moses as the God of his
fathers, so surely should Isrsel serve Him there.3

The record of the fulfillment of this prophecy in its full-
est extent is recorded in Exodus 24, where the nation enters
into covenant relationship with Jehovah, snd also by

manifesting obedience in the presentation of free-will

% Keil and Delitzsch, op. cit., p. 441.

reatnestiieiy
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offerings for the bullding of the tabernacle as recorded in
Exodus 36:1-7.

Before analyzing the passage which refers to the.
entrance into Cansan one more phase of the delliversance must
be considered. In Exodus 3:21-22 it is stated, "I will give
this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it
shall come to pass, that when ye go, ye shall not go empty."
This pessage deals with the favor of the Isreselites in the
eyes of the Egyptigns. In Exodus 6:1,6~8 the nature of the
deliverance and the dlsfsvor which prevails in the eyes of
God toward the Egyptlans is observed. These passages are
ag Tollows:

. « » by a strong hand shall he let them go, and by

a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land. . . .
I will bring you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians, and I will rid you out of thelr bondage, and
I will redeem you wlth an outstretched arm, and with
great judgment: and I will take you to me for a people,
and I will be to you a God; and ye shall know that I

am Jehovah your God, who bringeth you out from under
the burdens of the Egyptlans, and I will bring you unto
the land which I sware to give to Abraham, Isasc, and
to Jacob; and I will give it you for a heritage:; I am
Jehovah.

Concerning the favor which the Israelites had in the
eves of the Egyptisns the references from Exodus 11:2-3, and
Exodus 12:35-36 are cited. In both of these passsges it is
noted that Jehovah gave the people favor in the sight of the
Egyptians. It is significant that the flirst command to ask

for jewels of silver and gold appears jJust before the promise
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of God that He is going to slay the first-born of Isrsel
(Exodus 11:3-4). The fulfillment, thet is, the time when
the Lgyptians actually gave liberally to the Isrselites was
following the actual slaying of the first-born. The liber-
ality of the Egyptians can thus be accounted for in two
ways: (1) God gave them favor, and (2) the slaying of the
firast-born created such an attitude on the part of the
Egyptians that they were glad to give, ~-yess, do anything
before the isrselites were to leave the land. To this
extent judgment played a tremendous vpart. Relatlve to the
first faector, 1t should be understood that the ssking of the
Israelites does not mean to lend, but to hear and grant &
reguest, HKell and Delitzsch tell us that the litersl of the
passage is that they allowed them %o ask. Thet iz, "the
Egyptians did not turn away the petiticners ss not wanting
to listen to them, but received their petitlion with good
will and granted their request.”4

With reference to the passagse recorded in Exodus 86:1,
6~-8 the essentlel phases of this portiorn may be summarized
into three classifications. (1) The deliverance of Israel
from the bondaze of Egypt saving them from bondage and

redeeming them with an outstretched arm and with great

4 Ibid., p. 4486.
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judgments. (2} The sdoption of Israsel as the people of God.
(2} T™he muidance of Isreel into the promised land. The
outstretched arm has reference to great juvdpments. God
raises his erms when He proceeds in judmments. The grest
judgments were the plagues. They were the jJudgments by
which Pherach was to be conpelled to let Iarsel zo. That
such Judgments took plasce sz fod had promised may be noted

in Exodus T:20-12:38. The judgment which undoubtedly was

agm

the turning point was the sleving of the first-born. In
Txodus 12:33 1t 1= to be noted that the Egyptians urged

them to meke heste and get out of the land. They had been
exposed to death. This slarm mede the deparbture more
urgent, These words were £ll fulfilled in the lifetime of
Foses, and were constantly brought to the remembrance of the
children of Isresel. Ir Humbers 20:15-16 the ¥ing of Idom
hears from the Isrselites of the deliverance. In Humbers
25:4 reference ig made not only to the slaying of the first-
horn, but alsc Jehoveh's judsments upon the gods of Lgrpt.
In Deuteronomy 4:20 Hoszez calls it to the attention of the
people that Jehovah has taken them from the iron furnece out
of Egypt. In Deuteronomy 4:33-34 i3 recorded one of the
most composite ztatements concerning the delliverancs. it
the dedicstion of Solomon's temple it 1s called to the

attention of the lasraelitezs that Jehovah has delivered then
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from the furnace of iron out of the land of Egypt (I Kings
8:51,583). 7The fact of Israel's deliverance is not only
substantlsated zgein and agsin in the Scriptures, but its
purpose and significancsxare to be Wept in the minds of the
people as & perpetual memorial of what God did.

The amdoption of Israel as & nation of God took place
at Sinai (Exodus 19:5). This is fulfilled snd restated in
Deuteronomy 4:120,33-34, and in 1 Kings 8:51,583.

The third phase of the pertion desling with the
guidance into Canasn will be considered in & separate

section.
I1. WAWNDERINGS IN 9HE WILDER¥NESS

There is really only one mejor pronouncement that the
children of Israel are to wander in the wilderness. The
Isrselites were in the wilderness as soon a2s they were
delivered from the land of Egypt as suggested by passages in
¥xodus 3:18 and 14:11. it wes not in the intention of Cod
that they should wander in the wilderness, It was iHis
parpose to bring them into Cansan.

The first prophecy pronouncing judegment upon the
Isrgelites to this extent is recorded in Humbers 14:28-35.
It follows the account of the report of the twelve sples.

It also follows & period of intercession by Hoses snd Aasron
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on behalf of the people. It follows & period of grumbling
by the israelites. The Israelites were ready to go back %o
Ezypt. They complained because they were brought to this
wilderness to die. As & result of thelr disobsdience they
received a&s theilr punishment, death in the wilderness for
all save Caleb and Joshusa, and those who were under twenty
years of age. The passsage to be considered iz as follows:

As I live, saith Jehovah . . . your desd bodies

shall fall in the wilderness and all that were numbered

with you, according to your whole number, from twenty

years old and upward, that have murmured agsinst nme,

surely ye shall not come into the land . . . save

Caleb and Joshus, but your 1ittle ones that ye said

should be & prey, them will I bring in, end they ghall

know the land which ye have rejected. But as for you,

your dead bodies shall fall in the wilderness, and your

children shell be wanderers in the wilderness forty

vears, and shall besr your whoredoms, until your dead

bodies be consumed in the wilderness. After the

number of the days in whilch ye spled out the land,

even forty days, for every day & year shell ye bear

your iniguities even forty years. . . . I Jehovah have

spoken and there they shall die. (¥umbers 14:28-35)

mis was a2 seriocus pronouncement. From this sccount

the truthfulness of Caleb and Joshus can be observed in the
way that Jehovaeh vindicated their report. Here is an
incident where the majority can be wrong. The ten sples who
brought back the false report were more than embarrassed.
By this judgment they were basically considered unbelievers.
Certainly the God who vindicated Caleb and Joshua and honored
their report as truthful would alsc carry out the full

penalty in judgment upon those who were disobedient, and
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faithless unbelievers.

The fact of the punishment snd the wanderings in the
wildernsss cannot be guestioned. The events znd proncunce-
ment of judgment were called to the sttention of the
children of Cad and Reuben when they becsme so content that
they wanted to stay out of Cena&n and esteblish their
residence in Gilesd. Joses not only called sttention to the
account of the spies and God's judmment as recorded in
Wumbers 13 snd 14, but slsc that such a move would discour-
age the children of Isrsel from going over into the land
which Jdehovah gave them. Yo refuse to go into the land
would not only be a discouragement to the children of
Israel, but would augment the flerce anger of Jehovah to the
extent thet He would yet lsave them in the wilderness end be
the means of destroyingz 1l this people (Humbers 32:5-15).
Thus it 1s noted that during the 1life of Hoses the full
penalty concerning thelr wanderings wes carried out.

The fact was not only prophesied by Hoses and wit-
nessed by him (based on Deuteronomy 1:3), but Joshus also
testified to the fact that the men of war who came out of
Egypt died in the wilderness by the way. He relates the
reallity of the event with the rite of circumcision for those
that were born in the wilderness {(Joshus 5:4-9).

Hot only do we have the testimony of Joshua, but also
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Caleb, the spy who with Joshua brought back & good and true
report. This is recorded in Joshue 14:7,10.
Forty years old was 1 when Hoses the servanit sent
me from Kedesh Barnea to spy out the land. . . . &nd
now, behold, Jehovah hath kept me allve, as he spake,
these forty and five yezrs from the time that Jehovah
spake this word unto ioses, while Israel walked in the
wilderness; now lo, I am this day fourscore snd five
years old,
In cther words 1t is computed from Caleb's mge that the
period of wanderings wes at lesst forty years, allowing for
the fact thet Calseb et this time was eighty-five which can
also include the period of conguest. The statement,

These forty five years that Isrsel has wandered in

the desert is a general one, and the years occupled
in the conguest of Cansan, during which Isrsel had
not yvet entered into pesaceful possession of the
promised land, are reckoned as forming part of the
years of wandering in the desert.

The fact of the wanderings of the children of Isrsel,
though really only foretcld once before the period was to
begin, is affirmed as a fulfilled event in addition to the
places listed in Psalm 95:3-10, Acts 7:36, and Hebrews 3:8,

In this experience of the history of the children of
Israel there is evidence that Jehovah reveals that He is God
by His power to predict the future and all posterity wust

‘recognize the reality and the fulfillment of these events

5 C. F. Reil and F. Delitzsch, Commentary on Joshus,
Judges and Ruth (Edinburgh: T. % T. Clark, n.d.), IV, p. 150,




as revesled.
I1I. BETRAHCE IHRTO CARALY

In our study of the prophecles in this pericd of tinme
concerning the entrance intc Canssan & host of Scripture
pessages coulﬁbﬁﬁ marti&l@d,‘but consideration must be given
only the most significant ones.

Turning first of all to the book of Exodus in 3:17
the fact ls simply stated that the children of Israel sﬁ&ll
"come up unto the land of the Caznaenite, and the Hittite,
end the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the
Jebusite, unto & land flowing with milk and honey."” In
Exodus 23:22-33 the following fescts concerning the entrance
into Cansan are recorded: (1) The assurance that these
Israelites shall enter into the land of Cansen, and that
Jehoveh will cut off the inhabitants of the land; (2) The
Israelites shall serve Jehovah and He shall bless them, =--in
a physical way; (3) Jehoveh will send a hornet to drive the
Canmanites and the Hivites out. In other words, the
conguest is to be sccomplished with the aid of the super-
natural; (4) The conguest shall hé gradual as a protection
against the beasts of the fleld; (5) Jehovah will set the
border of their habitation. There ere other emphases in

this passage, but basically these are the ones which relate
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to our study. In other words, this sectlon Jdesls with the
fact of the entrance, the factors that will msaske for &
successful conguest, and the physical festure of the
boundaries of the land.

in comparing these two passeges 1t i1s to be obzserved
that in Bxrodus 3:17 the fact of thelr entrance was revesled
to Yoses., The details were not glven at this tlme. There
are more Important detalls to be considered st this time
than the entrance into Canssn. Hoses' greatest concern was
to get them out of Egypt. However, it i1s noted in Exodus
23:22-33 that Cod through His servant Hoses reveals the fact
and gives not only the assurance that He will be sn advers-
ary unto thelr adverssries, but that He will ultimately cut
them off. In other words, Jehovah not only revealed events
which were in the fuiure, but He worked for Hls people in
the consummetion of those events. In this section Jehovah
aelso gave them a "key-hole peek" of the blessings which
shall be theirs in the land. This fact has not hitherto
been called to the attention of the Isrmelites. The bless-
ings which are to be theirs are of a physical nsature, but
they follow & statement which involves thelr relationship to
Jehovah. The verses to which the writer hss reference sre
verses 25 and 26.

And wve gshall serve Jehovah your God, and He will
bless thy bread; snd thy water; and 1 will take sickness



awey from the midst of thes. There shall none cast
her youngz, nor be barren in thy land; the number of
thy days I will fulfill. (Exodus Sa,wu -267,

This prophecy wlthout guestion was of real signific-
ence to Hoszen., 1t is not our purpose to %uestian whether
floses ever doubted the reallity of the promise as recorded in
Lzodus 3317, but certalnly at this stage in the experience
of these people both loses and th@veﬁﬂgr@gaﬁian could look
forward to thils event with even greater slth because of
what he hes accomplished Iin the past. The deliverance I'rom
Egypt progressed as He had promlsed. At this particuler
time they could look back and recall Iin thelr minds that
they have seen with thelr eyes what they accepted by faith.
They could look forward in falth agaln believing that theilr
eyes shsll behold the consummation of whet Jehovah revealed
through His prophet. It 1s almost ironical %o mention it
here, but it is significant to note that having trusted
Jehovah for the mighty deliverance they should Tall to trust
Him when they come up to Kadesh Barnes.

The phyesilcal blessings promised were of real signific-
ance to the congregation because they represented provisions
which are basic to the meintenance of 1life, and the removal
of everything that would endanger 1ife. The absence of
enything that miscarried or was barren lmsured, or at.least

suggested, not only the continuance of the nstion, but the
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increase of the nation. These three factors are all related
to life and they call to attention the fact that the child-
ren of Israel did not have such ideel conditions in the land
of Egypt. It should not be forgotten however, that these
blessings follow the statement: "4nd ye shell serve Jehoveh
your God." There are in this passage four direct warning
exhsrﬁatiené concerning idolatry. This fact is very
giznificant and it shall be noted how much more significant
it becomes as other passages are examined.

Before proceeding to the book of Fumbers, briefl
examination should be made of the location and situation of
this passage. This passage of Scripture, (Exodus 23:22-33)
followas the setting forth of the fundamental rights of the
Israselites in thelr civil and socisl reletions. It 1is
followed by Hoses going up to the Hount and the recording of
the conclusion of Jehovah's covenant. In other words it is
observed that amidst this sectlon in which there is 2 great
deal of law, we have recorded an event which will take place
sometime in the future, but this event reveals the grace of
Bod. Tnis passege stends alone in this respect, considering
the section from chapters 20-24.

Turning to the book of Humbers, just one passage
shall be considered briefly. It is recorded in Humbers 33

50-56. HMuch of this parsgraph contains directions and



strategy for the entrance intoe Cansan. There is however,
couched in these directions and plans a flavoer of prophecy
which haes In it a conditlonal element. In this paragraph
the fact of thelir entrence is apgsin stated. They are to
take possesaion of the land and dwell in 1t because God has
given it to them. Attention is called to the fact that they
are to inherit the land by lot according to the families
(lumbers 26:53-56 and 33:54). In other words, the distri-
bution is to be fair. DBut the point that needs to be
emphasized 1s thet if they will not drive out sll of the
inhebitants of the land, they will be & constant source of
trouble. In other words, the peace and bhlessing which they
ere to enjoy in the land is conditional. All enemles must
be driven out. The things which Jehovah thought to do to
their enemies Me will do to the Israelites if they do nat;
coniplete the campaign. It should be observed that this
truth wss only reveasled in Moses' generation but it was the
very heart of the larewell message of Joshua, alter they had
entered the land (Joshua 23:13). It is thus observed that
in the threes pessages considered, Exodus 3:17 and 23:22-33
that the words of warning become more urgent, and the
conditions which maV¥e Tor thelr best welfare in the land are
clearly drawn.

Turning to the book of Deuteronomy we have recorded
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prophecies concerning the entrance into Cansan which are

more numerous, and the facts more detalled. The following

pessages are the ones to be considered.

why

And 1t shsall be, when Jehovah thy God shall bring
thee into the land which he sware unto thy fathers, to
Abrahem, to Isasc, and to Jacob, to give thee, zgreat
and goodly cities, which thou bulldest not, and houses
full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and
clsterns hewn out, which thou hewedst not, vineyards
and olive trees, which thou plantedst not, and thou
shalt eat and be full; then beware lest thou forget
Jehovah, who brought thee forth out of the land of
Egvpt cut of the house of bondage (ﬁeuteronam? 6:10-121}.
For tﬁ& Lord thy God bringeth +%6e into & good land, a
land of broocks of water, of founteins and depths that
spring out of valleys and hills; & land of wheat and
barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates: a
land of 0il and honey; & land wherein thou shelt eat
breed without scarceness, thou shalt not lack sny thing
in it; a land whose stones are iron, and ocut of whose
hills thou mayest dig brass. Yhen theu hest eaten and
art full, then shalt thou bless the Lord thy Zod for
the good 1&&& which he hath given thee {(Desuteronomy
837 ~l@) loreover Jehovah thy God will send the hornet
among them, until they that are left, and hide
themselves, perish from before thee. Thou shalt not
be affrighted at them for Jehovah thy God is in the
midst of thee, a great God snd e terrible. And Jehovah
thy God will deliver them up before thee, and will
discomfort them with & great discomfiture, until they
be destroyed. And he will deliver their kinvs into
thy hand, and thou shalt meke their name to perish
from under heaven: there shsll no man be able to stand
before ?h@@ until thou have destroyed them ({(Deuteronomy

In Deuteronomy 9:5 is recorded & significant reason
Jehovah will do all of this for the Isrgelites.

ot for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness
of thy heart, dost thou go in to possess thelr land:
but for the wickedness of these nations Jehovah thy
God doth drive them out from before thee, and that he
may establish the word which Jehovaeh sware unto thy
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fathers, to Abrsham, to Isasc, énﬁ to Jacob.

In examining these pessages the following fects may
be observed: (1) The provisions of the land are not the
result of the lebors of the children of Israel. (2) The
deliverance was t¢ be eccomplished only s & direct result
of Jehovah's relationship with Israel. &} The entrance is-
to fulfill & promise made to Abrsghem, Isasc, and Jacob.

In examining the passsges Iin Deuteronomy which have
been listed as well as others which are not listed, cne is
slmost safe in saying thet without exception there is wilth
every blessing promised a word of warning., It is expressed
in Deuteronomy 6:12 by such & word as "bewsare”. These words
of warning are more intense than in the books of Exodus and
Humbers. The proximity of the lsraelites to the land of
Canasan might enter into the picture. In Deuteronomy 6:10-11
the blessings of the land are called to the azttention only
for the purpose of introducing and accentuating the words of
warning, for the blessings of entering inte cities which
they have not built. These two verses (Deuteronomy 8:10-11)
serve the purpose of acting as a conclusion of whet hes zone
before, snd as intreduction to what 1s to follow. The
force of Deutercnomy 6:12 would lead us to the pozition that
its purpose is greatest in serving ss an introduction to

what is to follow. It is observed iIn this passsgze, 28 has
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been previously noted, that here amldst the warnings, the
exhortations, and the thunderings of the lsw there asre guch
wonderful privileges, and the bounties which sre the result
of God's free grasce. The children of Isrszel could not
claim the provisions of Canaan &s set forth in Dsuteronomy
£:10-12 and B:7-10 becsuse they were nelther worthy nor
deserved them, but they are the direct result of Zod's
goodness to them, and because He has chosen them for s
possession (Deuteronomy 7:7-8).

It is observed in these two passages and also other
pasgsages which time and space would not permit enumerating
that the promise to the fathers, Abraham, Isasc, and Jacoed
iz of grest importance. This fact is gignificant becsuse
the integrity of Cod's word is at stake. Zod has sworn to
Abresham, Issac, and Jecob that He would bring them into the
land, Thus we see that God not only revealed the Tubure,
thet He will make provislon for their entrance, but e
chligates Himself to keep His promise. In Deuteronomy 7:32
this fact is very forceful,

Jehovah did not set his love upon you becauss ye
were more in number thaen any pecple . . . but because
Jehovah loveth you, and becausse he would keep the oath
which he sware unto your fathers.

In ﬁeutaronamy @#2?-29 where ioses rehearsed the story of
the two tables it is to be obrerved that Hoses was keenly

interested in the integrity of God. He did not want the
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integrity of God to be brought into disrepute by promising
the fathers that He would bring them into the land and then
slay them in the wilderness. It is true that 1t was the
result of Israel’s own stubbornness, but that is the reason
why doses interceded on hehalf of the people lest God should
cut them off. Ilioses was more concerned shout the imﬁegrity
of Israel's God than Israel itself. lsrsel had very little
integrity and not very much of a reputation. Hoses certainly
did not went to see God's integrity lost in the eyes of the
nation.

This fact has tremendous significance and implica-
tiong in the study of prophecy. ©God reveals, but what Gaﬁ
reveals does come to consummation in God's time, or prophecy
loses its value, and the God of the prophets loses lis
integrity. Such was not the case wlth Jehovah.

In Deuteronomy 8:7-10 is recorded some features of
the land which have not been incorporated in previocus
utterances. These verses reveal that Jehovah 1z to bring
them

into a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs,
flowing forth in valleys and hills; e land . . .

without scarceness . . . and out of whose hills thou
mayest dig copper. Thou shalt eat and be full, and . . .
bless Jehovah thy fod for the good land which he hath
given thee.

This lend which Yoses describes is contrasted with the dry,

unfruitful desert, and presents an enlarged picture of what



God revealed to Moses in Exodus 3:8,
The statement,

4 land whose stones are iron, and out of whose
mountaing thou hewest brass (Deuteronomy 7:9) is a
statement which is conflrmed by modern travellers,
although the Isrselites did not carry on mining and
do not appear to have obtained either iron or brass
from their own land. Hot only do the springe near

Tiberias contain iron, whilst the soll at Hasbeya and

the springs in the neighborhood are z2lso strongly
impr@ﬁnated with ivon, but in the southern mounteins
s well there are probably starts of iron between

Jerusalem and Jericho. But Lebanon expecially abounds
in iron stone, iron mines, and smelting furnaces beling
found there in many places. Traces of extinct copper

works are also found upon Lebsncn.®

In meking & careful snalysls of Deuteronomy #:7-10
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in relation to the passages preceding the following, it has

been observed that in contrsst to the last passapge analyzed,

that this portion feollows the recelling to the peoples

minds, --by Koses to God's graclous dealings in delivering

them from Lgypt and for bountifully providing for theilr

needs in the wilderness. This wonderful passage is followed

by intense warnings and exhortatlons not to forget Jdehovah

after they zet into the lsnd. The danger iz that when the

israelites get situsted in the land and the herds and flocks

are being multiplied thet they will forget Jehovah who has

dealt with them in such a gracious manner. In other words

8 ¢. F. Keill snd F. Delitzsch, Biblical Lommaﬂtavv on

the 01d Testament (Grand Rapids: VWm. B. Eerdmans, 19497,
111, pp. B832-835.
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this pessage is bounded by grace, Sod's grace in the past,
and is followed with the exhortation that all they have is
the result of God's goodness, and are exhorted to remember
God's dealings with them end for them.

In summarizetion of the passages from Deuteronony,
there certainly is no violeﬁce doene to the text to conclude
that while God promised thaet He would be true to the
covenant e mede Abrsham, Isasac, and Jacob in bringing them
into the land; it should also be noted that the nearer the
time comes when they shsell actually cross the Jordan into
Canean the more is revealed concerning the conguest, and the
land itself. But while God reveals through his servant
Hoses, the goodness and blessings of the land, the more
intense becomes the warning to pr0§erly relate ell of this
to the Sod of their fathers, the Une who made it possible.

By msking such an observation the writer doss not
convey the idea of anAe%Gluti&nary process or view of
revelation. It is quite logical for us to believe on the
basis of experience within the twentieth century, as well sas
the facts of history that the more prosperous tlimes, msteri-
glly have without exception proven to be the most decadent
in spiritual devotion.

Deliverance from Egypt, entrance into Canesn, was the
direct result of God's free grace. But they could only

retain these blessings, ag they gr@?e?ly related themselves



30
to God's law. 1t hes been observed that much of the

prophecy is conditionsl, others, very definite and precise.
iV, FULPILLEENT --ENTHRANCE IWTO CANAAH

For the fulfillment of ell that God revealed concern-
ingz the entrance into Canasn the book of Joshus becomes the
chief source of study. The book of Joshus contains no
prophecy largely becasuse of the fact that Joshua was not a
prophet but a military leader. The book of Joghua is one
which contains the fulfillment of prophecy. This book
presents Joshua not only as a military leader, but also
God in deadly combat with sin. Unless this conception is
fixed clearly in cur minds it is imposmsible to asceount for
the destructlon of the enemies of the land as promised under
the leadership of Moses. God had promised the Israslites
before that they were to enter the land and there they would
have rest, but this was contingent upon the defeat of every
enemy.

This matter concerning the exterminetion of the enemies
in CGanaan is one which 1s worthy of conslderation not only
in light of God's promise to the fathers, but because it is

et this point that "so-called” modern scholarship goes amiss

Jod, for they find it difficult to justify a God of love

with the exterminstion of these people.
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Thus it appesrs that in the study of the actual
entrence into Censen ss the fulfillment of the promise
consideration must be given not only to the leader who plays
& tremendous role in the cansﬁmmatian of the svent, but also
the character of God, for prophetic study is significant not
only in the revesling and fulfilling of events but the means
and events by which these events sre consummeted, It is at
this point where God's character 1s held in guestion by
those who have & tendency to relegate the study of prophecy
and the reletionship of God in these affairs to & minor
role.

Concerning God's dealings with the inhebitants of the
land as revealed in the book of Joshue and in fulfilliment
of p?cmise; 3. Cempbell Horgen has given the following
justification for the problem:

tod is seen in this book of Joshua ss e warllike Jne
proceeding to battle, not for a capricious purposs,
not for the enlargement of territory, for the whole
earth is His; but in order to change and end the corrupt
condition of affairs in the larger interests of the
oncoming centuries and of the whole human race. It
was & conflict as between truth and liberty on the one
hand, end lying end licentiousness on the other. One
or the other had to go down in the struggle, and God
moved forward as & warlike Une, using these people as
His scourge to purify the land, and to plant in that
little strip of country & people who, whatever thelr
faults were, should yet become the depository of the
truth which should at least permeate the world, and
give men everywhere the opportunity for life, which it
wes necessary they should have. Horsover, it must be
obgerved thet God was not merely clearing a land in
order to find 2 home for people upon whom He had set
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His heart. Solemn warnings were given to the
Israelites p@rpetaallv by word and by deed, that if
they turned to the sins of the people they had
exterminated, they in their turn should be cast out.
Thet 1is pv&aig@}y what happened, jley d4id turn . . .
and cmns@gaeﬁtly today are & people "scattered and
peeled.” . . . As a matter of fact, the dealings of
God with Hls own is azlmost severer than His deaslings
wlth the Canaanites.”

The truth concerning the purgingz of the land by the
Hebrew people under the command of God 1s stated thus by
Toctor Moorhead: "It was a terrible sursery this: but it
was surgery and not murder --- the exclsion of the cancer
that the healthy part might remain.’ 18

In light of the statements made by lHorgaen and
Hoorhead 1t is plaln to see not only the significance of
prophecy and its fulfillment, but also its purpose in the
mind of God as He reveals Himself in the history of nations,
neither is it difficult to see the fulfillment and the
reason for the prophecles which have conditional character-
istics. In making a careful analyeis of the 3eriptures
heretofore studled from Excdus 3:17; 23:22-33; Yumbers 33:
53-583 %éut@ranemy 6:10-11; 7:20-24: 8:7-10 i% has been

found that Morgesn has in reality, in his explanation,

7 ¢, Campbell Horgen, Genesis to Esther (The Messages
of the Books of the Bible. lew York: Hodder and Stoughton,
n.d.}, pp. 119-121.

8 ibid., p. 118,
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considered the conditions as set forth in the Secripture.

In examining these passsges in the light of Scripture
ltself, noting carefully the passages In Joshua the
following general observations have been made: (1) The book
of Joshua a&s a whole bears witness to the fact of the
entrance into Canasn. (2) The book as a whole is sufficient
evidence to support the contention that Jod kept iHis
promisge to the fathers, and that He played the major role of
the congquest through a leader, Joshus, and the people who
dared to trust Him. In giving close attention to more
specific statements the following observations have been
mede: {1} In Joshua's farewell address recorded in Joshua
23:5~13 there 1s 8 summary statement of what had been
accomplished and is the fulfillment of Exodus 3:17; 23:
22-33s Deuteronomy 6:10-11. This is Joshua’s testimony.

But in Joshus 24:16-18 1t is observed that the people made
scknowledgment of the fact that it wes God who had delivered
them and here they assumed the responsibility of the
conditional utterances by pledging that they wlll serve
Jehoveh. (2) There is recorded in Joshus 21:43-45; 23:14

and I Kings 8:56 three of the most comprehensive ststements
of faect concerning the fulfillment of these events. These
verses are as follows:

30 Jehovah gave unto Israsel all the land which he
sware to glve unto their fathers; and they possessed 1it,

PORTLAND CENTER LIBRARY
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and dwelt therein. 4nd Jehovah geve them rest round
sbout, according to all that he sware unto their
fathers: and there stood not a man of &1l their enemies
before them: Jehovah delivered all their enemies into
‘their hand, There falled not ought of any good thing
which Jehovah had spoken unto the house of Israel all
came to pass (Joshua 23:14).

And behold, this day I am going the way of all the
earth; snd ye know in all your hearts and in all your
‘souls, that not one good thing hath falled of all the
good things which Jehovah your God spske concerning
you; all sre come to pass unto you, not one thing
nath feiled thereof (Joshua 235:14).

From the lips of Solomon st the dediestion of the

temple we have recorded these words:

Blessed be Jehovah, that hath given rest unto his
people larael, according to all that He promised;
there hath not failed one word of all his good promise,
which he promised by iloses his servant (I Kings 8:56]).

The context very clearly revesls that Solomon was reviewing

the success and victories of the fathers &s promised by

Hloses, for the purpose of challenging his own generation to

keep the commendments of God in order that posterity might

be able to sey of his generatlion what was said of the

generetion previous.

Before leaving this phase of our study, careful

analysis of the passage from Humbers 33:52-56 has been made.

This p@ss&g&ais conditional in nature, but it also presents

the positive and the negative side clearer than any of the

others listed. The positive side, that is, the urgency to

drive out the inhabitants and thelr possession of the land

has already been considered so considerstion ls glven to the
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negative phsse of the passage. It p?aaeats g picture of
whet God would do to the Israelites if all the inhabitants
were not driven‘aut. Basically the outcome would be twofold:
Filrst, those that remain shall be as pricks in the eyes,
thorns in their side and continuous vexstion. Secondly,
Jehovah will do to Isrsel what He thought to do ta.them. The
fact that this became a reality in the life of the Israelites
is clearly set forth in Judges 2:11-23, As the book of
Joshua revesls the fact of Israel's entrance into Canaan and
the successful conguest, the book of Judges gives us & true
plecture of Isrsel's apostasy end fallure to carry ocut in
detail the plan which would make the Isrselites szecure in
the land, The congquest hed been accomplished under the
leadership of Joshua, but the "moppinz up" exercises of
driving the inhebitants out of the land was to be asccomplish-
ed by the various tribes. This they failed to do. There
are two significant facts which are repeated in the book of
Judges which express the basic cause of their trouble, and
the very thing that Sod revealed would be the cause ol their
downfall. In fact the two phases to which reference has
been made in the book of Judges can be laid slongside
¥umbers 33:55-H8, and after careful observation we note that
they correspond favorably to the hectic days during the
period of the Judges. The first expression from Judges to

i3

which our attention is directed is "and they drove not out



the inhabitants.” This expression and the basic thought,
though not always expressed in exactly the same words,
appears seven times in the first chepter.® In this
connection we should also add the thought that is expressed,
that the inhabitants dwelt among them. The second
expression which corresponds favorably in the study is:

"tnd the children of Israel did that which was evil in the
sight of Jehovah . . ."10 This expression appears five
times. In two of the filve passssges recorded, it states
that Israel forsock Jehovah, forgot Jehovah, and served the
Baglim and the Asheroth. Thls wass what they had been warned
to svoid doing.

The most smazing fact in the study is the rapidity
with which Isrsel apostatized. Shortly before iloses' death
he seid, »

For I know that sfter my death ye willl utterly

corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from the way which
I have commanded you: and evil will befsll you in the
latter days; becsuse ye will do that which is evll in
the sight of Jehovah, to provoke him to anger through

the work of your hands (Deuteronomy 31:29).

It ig very evident from & glance at this verse that Moses

9 Bible. Bnglish. 1901. American Standard., The Holy
Bible (New York: Thomes Helson and Sons, 1801}, Judges 1:
53’7 “"35 -

10 4.8.v., Judges 2:11; 3:7,12; 4:1; 6:1.
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 @3$~10@@1$£ farther into the future than forty or f@rﬁyvfiva
years. But the fact thet within such & short pﬁrioé of time
they had fallen from such heights to such depths ié an
indication that %od was keeping His promise in disohedlence
aa well as obsdience. When Mosmes spoke these words he was
perhaps spesking from his knowledge of lIsrael's past conduct
more than as & prophet under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit in revealing future events. Buch sn interpretation
does not minimize the plsce of prophecy and the prophet, It
rather tends to establish the fazct that the message uttered
by the prophet was based not only on what God wss revealing,
or would reveal, but on what He had already revesled. That
God hed revealed in essence such truth before, csnaot be
denied. 1t reveals that not only 4id God know the nature
end tendency of His pecple, but it slso reveals that the
propvhet knew through first-hand experience the spiritusl
decline In the 1ife of the people.

in the final analysis then, 1t has been observed
that the prophecles concerning the entrance into Canasn
which were promised tc the fathers were fulfilled, but also
the prophecles concerning the consequences of thelr
disohedience, --those prophecies which were conditionsl in
nature were fulfilled under the leadership of Joshus and
during the period of the Judges. Iy way of general

observation, those prophecles which were positive, and which
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portrayed success, conguest, rest, and abundance of
physical blessings were fulfilled under the leadership of
Joshue. Those which portrayed the negative side ol the
picture, portraying disobedience, vexation, unrest, and

defeat, were consummated in the perlod of the Judges.
V. THE RISE OF THE KINGS AND THE KINGDO¥

The first major intimation that some day Israel would
have a king appears in Deuteronomy 17:14-20. The ides of =
king at this time perhaps seemed inconceivable, for Israel
was still in the wilderness. DJut it was revealed that the
time would come, when Israel would ask for 2 king in crder
tc be like the other nations. It is interesting to note
that the gualificetions which God said should prevell in the
gelection of the king are almost the dlrect opposite of what
Sewmuel told the people would be the charscter of thelr king
as revealed in 1 SBamuel 8:10-19. Kot only are the gualifica-
tions as set forth in Deuteronomy 17:14-20 the direct opposite
of wnat Semuel told the people, but the direct opposite of
the standards of one of Israsl's favorite kings, --King
Solomon.

In analyzing the qualificetions as set forth in
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 we note the following facts: (1) The
king was to be selected Irom thelr own brethren, and was to

be the man whom Jehovah should choose (verse 15). (2) He



shall not multiply horses (verse 18). Concerning this
gqualification which wes of great importance, Adam Clarke
gubmits the following explanation for such a provislon:
i horses appear to have been generslly furnished

Egypt, God prohibits these, 1. Lest there should bhe

such commerce with Zzypt as might lead to idolatry.

2. Lest the people might depend on a well appointed

cavalry ss & means of security, and so cease {rom

trusting in the strensth and protection of God. 3.

That they might not he tempted to extend their

dominion by means of cavalry and so get scattered

among the surrounding idolatrous nations, and thus

gesse in process of time, to be that distinct and

separate people which God intended they should be,

and without whieh the propheciesz relastive to the

easiah could not be k¥nown %o have their due and full

sccomplishment.ll
{(3) The king wes not to taeke many wives to himself (verse
17). The second and third qualifications ere negative and
declare what he should not do. The following comprise a
list of positive quslifications for the office of king. (1)
He was to make a duplicate copy of the law (verse 18). (2)
They were to be read ell the days of his 1ife that he may
learn to fear Jehovsh his God (verse 19),

These gqualifications for the kinpg were to he the

norm or the standard for the kings of Israel. This reveals
that generally the sitandard was not met.

Approximetely 450 years after God through his servant

_ 11 Adem Clarke, The Holy Bible . . . Commentary and
Critical HNotes ({London: Ward, Lock and Compeny, n.d.), I,
Deuteronomy 17:16.
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Moszes set up the qualifications for the king who was %o
rule, Israel asked for a king. In I Ssruel 8:6 we have
recorded the firat reguest for & king. It 1s traglec to note
gs observed in I Bamuel 8:7 that they had not rejected
Samuel, but they had rejected Jehoveh. It is elso treglc to
note that while Samuel was not rejected the conduct of his
sons provided & reasson or an excuse in asking for a king
{1 Samuel 8:1-5). The mein factor without questlion was the
desire to be like other nations. G. Campbell Morgen has
mede the following observetions on the reguest for & king:
fake us s king to judge us like all the nations,
and "they have rejected me that I should not be king
over them," tell the story of the itransition as to
the human desire which produced it, and as to the
Divine ettitude btowerd it. The reasocn for thelr
existence 28 a nation wes that they should be unlike
the netions. The unlikeness consisted in the fact
that the nation had as its only king Jehovah. The
real mesnling of thelr request iz interpreted by the
language of Jehovah to Samuel. They have rejected
me that 1 should not be king over then.

Samuel protested, but he also warned them as to the
quality and type of reign of their king. Samuel revealed
thet he would be warlike, teking "their sons for his
chariots:" their deughters would be taken to provide a

stately court for the king, -=- to add to his dignity. He

reminded them theaetlt they would be taxed in order to pay the

12 gorgan, op. eit., p. 168.
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officers and servants, -- 1n fact one-tenth of ell they
possessed would be needed to maintain a royal court (I
Semuel 8:10-17). Following these words of warninz there is a
prediction that they will "ery out becaunse of their king,”
but Jehovah will not answer (I Szmmel 8:18). In spite of
the warnings of JSemuel, the people insisted that they would
have & king to rule over them. It was at this point that
noet only was God rejected, but slse the prophet of Joa,

Although all of the kings failed st some point, the
one who fulfilled all thet Ssmuel revealed would be the
character of the king. Soclomon came the closest from the
standpoint of extravagance. It 1s true thet under most of
‘the reign of Solomon there was greatbt prosperity, but there
came &8 period of decline. Thie period of decline in
Solomon's reign begen shortly efter the dedication of the
temple as evidenced by I Kings 11. In I Kings we have
recorded some of the physical and material grandeur of his
reign. In I Kings 4:7-19 we have recorded a list of all of
Solomon's cooks, each man maeking provision for & month in
the year. In I Kings 9315 1t has been observed that Solomon
wes obliged to lay a tax upon the people. This undoubtedly
was an oppressive tax as indlcated in I Kings 12:4 where the
elders of Israel came to Hehoboam complaining of thelir heavy
state of taxation snd thet thelr yoke might be made lighter.

In I Kings 10:25 is evidence thet the people brought



tribute. This tribute was in the form of vessels of gzold
and silver, garments of very rich stuffs, armor, splces and

n L Hings 10:5 is recorded

1

horses, walch were very rare.
the fact that Solomon had many servants, ministers, and

EN ]

gup-bearers as was evideanced by the Jueen of Sheha when she
vislted the king. In I Xings 10:88 there 1s evlidence that
horses were brought out of Zgypt: "and the kinz's merchants
received them in droves, esch drove 2t & price.” This was
definitely a violatlion of God's command. It is thought

hat the first people whic used horses in wapr were the
Lgyptians. The fact that Zolomon brought horses 1n is an
indlication that the peopls got what they wanted when they
desired to be like other nations. The finel viclation thai
we shsll consider was Zolomon's love for many foreign women
(L Kings 11:1). Such a havem made 1t impossible to have
piety before God. 1In fact in verse 4 of the same chapter 1is
recordaed the fact that they turnsd awey his hesrt and he was
not perfect with Jehovah. Deutercnomy 17:17 reveals that

1

there was this gqualification that a man should “not multiply
wives that his heart turn not away." We note however, in
I Xings 11:9 that "Jehovah was angry with Solomon because
his heart was %urn@ﬁ sway Irom Jehovah who had sppeared unto
him twice." The fact of the matter is that Solomon's early

relgn was good. He 4id seek the guidance and wisdom of

Jehovah. In other words, during the early reign of Zolomon,



he, for the wmost part lived up to the requirements as set
forth in Deuteronomy 17:18-20.  1In his o0ld days he felled to
live up to the qualifications as szet forth in Deuteronomy
17:15-17. There is & complete reversal of form in the
latter days of his reign. 1t has been observed that sll
that Semuel revealed concerning the nature of the king was
fulfilled in Solomon.

There iz recorded in I Samuel 12:19 & significant
confesslion of the people. It 13 pertinent to this study.
The desire to have & king has been observed, here is
evidence that they scknowledge thelr mistuke in asking for
& king. "4And ell the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy
servants unto Jehovah thy God that we die not:; for we have
added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.”

fiow the conclusion of the whole matter is not that
Solomon was the most wicked king that ruled, for such was
not the case. He is cited only zs an example of how fer one
of the more prominent kings had gone in violation of the
gualifications for the king as set forth by Jehovah. It is
true that 3aul and also King David failed, but Solomon was
without question the worst offender of the United Kingdom.
Z. Campbell Horgan hes come to thils conclusion concerning
Solomon and his kingship:

£11 that Samuel had told the people concerning the
effect of kingship was fulfilled in even more marked
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degree under Solomon than under Ssul. He attempted to
govern the people by magnificent display and material
grandeur and failure 1s seen in the disruption of the
kingdom following upon long-contlnued disaffection,
immediately Solomon was removed.l3

It is st this point that the study of the divided

Kingdom is considered.
VI. THE DIVISION OF THE KIRGDOM

The study of the prophecies of the dividing of the
kingdoms will be brief and will center 1In I Kings 11:11-13;
29-32; and 34-39.

In making & careful examination of these three
passages it has been noted in I Kings 11:11-13 that God
revealed to Solomon that the kingdom would be taken from him
and given to his servant. In this connection, God d4id
promise that he would not rend all of 1t out of the hand of
his son but that he would give one tribe to his son for
David's seke and for Jeruselem's sske. All of this follows
the statement that "Jehoveh was angry with Solomon, because
his heart was turned away from Jehovah the God of Isrsel . . ."
(I Kings 11:9). Just how long this was before Solomon's
death 1s difficult to determine, but &oé did reveal to
Solomon that it would not tske place during his reign. It

is seen then that ons of the prophecies concerning the

13 Ipid., p. 206.
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division of the kingdom is made to Soclomon the king.

The second prophecy concerning the division of the
kingdom is made to the man who ls to become the head of the
largest kingdom and the arch-rival of the son of Solomon.

It was revesled to Jeroboam through Ahijah the Shilonite, who
wrote the history of the reign of 3Solomon as recorded in

II Chronicles 9:29. It was revealed to him in the form of &
symbol, Ahijsh laid hold of the garment and rent it in
twelve pleces. The garment was the symbol of the kinedom of
israel; the twelve pleces the symbol of the twelve tribes:
the ten pieces which were given %to Jeroboam, represent the
ten tribes which he is to rule. The two pieces, represent-
ing the kingdom of Judah, that line whiech is to be kept
intact, not for Solomon's or even Saul's sake, but for
David, =~-out of whose line the Messiah was to come, and for
Jerusalem which was to be a type of the true church.l4

The fact that the kingdom was divided as prophesied
is indicated in I Kings 12:15; 19:24; 14:8, and Il Kings
17:21.

In I Kings 12:15 1is recorded the fact that Jehovgh
kept His word which he apoke to #hijah the Shilonite to
Jerobosm. This verse follows ﬁhe presentation of the

response of Rehoboam to the people in which he followed the

14 Adem Clarke, op. cit., II, I Kings 11:13,31.
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counsel of the young men, and said that he would make the
yoke of the people hesvier than 3olomon had made it. In
this passage, then, is recorded the method which Jehowvsah
us;d in fulfilling the words spoken to Jeroboam. In other
words, God permitted the revolutionary attitude of the
people, for, in so doing, 1t had a tendency to spllit the
people of Israel more and thus set the stage for Jerohoam
to become king.

In I Kings 12:20 we note that when Israel heard that
Jeroboam was returned they called him and made him king.
"There was none that followed the house of David, but the
tribe of Judesh only" (I Kings 12:20).

The passages in I Kings 14:8 and II Kings 17:21
merely state the fasect that the kingdom was divided.

It is significant to note that even though there
were two kings and two kingdoms, and though the kingdom of
Judah was preserved for David's and Jerusalem's sake, yet
God promised Jerohoem and his posterity e great future 1if
he would meet the conditions (I Kings 11:37-39). Though the
kingdom was divided, both were under the Hosalc economy and
were pobtential heirs to ell the blessing that God promised,
through Moses, 1f they kept the commandments. The psassage
in II Kings 17:24 bears record to the sad plight and trend
of the netion under the reign of Jeroboam. The most concise

statement of the relations between the first two kings of



47
thelr respective kingdoms is found in I Xings 14:30;:--"and
there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually.”
What woes came upon the people when they asked for a king
to rule over them!

The most significant prophecles of the various
periods and thelr consummation have been carefully examined..
The positive and negative aspects, the conditional and the
unconditional elements 1in the various prophecies have been
observed. 1t has been noted who the prophet was, the people
to whom he prophesied, the circumstances 1n which they were
uttered, and back of 1t all we are compelled to make the
acknowledgment that there is God, revealling Himself, end
proving thet He is God in Hie ability to predict future
avents.

G. Campbell Horgan has made a summary stateucat of
the book of I Kings which is applicable not only to this
book but to the whole scope of our prophetic study,
especially to those prophecies in which & conditionsl
element has been noted. As & conelusion to this chapter
part of his statement has been quoted:

This book of Kings does . . . reveal God's method in
the midst of failure. It is first that of abandonment
of the throne of earth. So long as the kings were in
rebellion, so long as they forgot Him and His throne,
and sought to establish government without Him, He
abandoned them in corder that their evil cholce might

work itself out into manifestation. This book
moreover teaches us that God bears perpetual witness



to truth in the midst of falsehood, and ever ceuses
some measure of light to shine in the midst of
darkness., He keeps allive in the consciousness of
at least a remnant the fact of Himself and of His

government.19

15 Morgan, op. cit., p. 215.
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CHAPTER III
THE DOWHFALL OF THE KINGDOMS

In approaching this phasse of our study we note from
our Bible reading that there are a maze of passages which
could be recorded and studied. In this chapter it has been
our. purpose to examine carefully some of the prophecies
relating to the fall of Samarils and Judah. Since there are
so meny prophecies relating to the subject the following
procedure has been used in making selections of passages:
first, passages which prophesy the various events in the
distant future, using the more direct statements:; second,
passages which are near the event using a major and one or
two of the minor prophets in each situation. With this as
the basis for study in this section, the writer hsas
proceeded first of all to the prophecies relating to the

fall of Ssmaris.
I. THE FALL OF SAHARIA

By way of general observation, it has been cobserved
that the early days of both kingdoms were very stormy. We
noted in chapter two the constant trouble that existed
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. This trouble went beyond the
time of Rehoboam and Jeroboam; In I Kings 15:7, 16, 32 is

recorded the fact that there was trouble between Abljem and
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Jeroboam. Twice (verses 16 and 32) it states that there was
war between Asa and Baasha, king of Israel all their days.
Since the total reigns of Hehoboam, 4Abijam, and Asa amount
to sixty years it cen be rightly concluded that there were
at least sixty years of inner strife between the %two
kingdoms.

It is elsc well to consider that the promise that Jod
made to Jerobosm, that he would bulld for him a sure house,
if he kept the commandments, never 4id become a reality in
the 1life of this kingdom. Jeroboam, the first king, was
evil and all the kings t&ere&fﬁér followed in his train. In
fact the wickedness of Jerobosm was so pronounced that later
when new kings came to the throne they are introduced as
being evil and that they "followed the sins of Jeroboam, the
son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel so sin."

Basically, the cause of the downfall of Samaria was
idolatry ss God prophesied would be the result of their
trouble. HNo more tragic statement could be made of a
kingdom than one is compelled to maeke of this kingdom when
it is said that it did not have a single godly king. Both
the kings and the people were idolatraus. ~The only final
outcome to such wickedness could be destruction.

Coming to the prophetic passages, which refer to the
downfell of Israel, 1t has been observed that Moses

prophesied such an event. This prophecy is recorded as
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follows:
Jehoveh will bring thee, and thy king whom thou shslt
set over thee, unto a nation that thou hast not known,
thou nor thy fathers: and there shslt thou serve other
gods, wood and stone. And thou shalt become an
astonishment, & proverb and a byword, among all the
pecples whither Jehovah shall lead thee awsy (Deuter-
onomy 28:36,37).

This passage of Scripture is 2 part of a great
prophetic chapter in the book of Deutercnomy. In this
chapbter is recorded a detailed listing of all that shall
come to pags by way of cursing or blessing, depending upon
their disobedience or obedience to the law. This chapter,
more than any other considered thus far, gives a picture of
the distant future. Loocking back from the vantage point of
today it is seen that not only is the captivity of Ssmaris
and Judeh prophesied, but we can see in this same chapter
the fulfillment of the destruction of Jerusalem by the
Romens in 70 A.D., and even beyond that to a world-wide
dispersion of the Jews. This same chapter clearly sets
forth not only-the blessings and the curses but also the
relationship of law to prophecy. While prophecy 1s of gresat
importance in this section, and slnce it is true that these
prophecies were fulfilled, they were to be fulfilled on the
basis of what the nation did or would do with the law. Hot
only does this chapter reveal this truth, but almost without

exception there is cleose connection between law and prophecy.

In the light of careful observation it is loglcsl to
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conclude that back of prophecy there 1s Zod, God revealing
and declaring Himself. DBack of prophecy there ils law, and,
of course, back of law there is God. It is from éhié type
of setting that this passage from Deuteronomy is examined.

There 1s, in this section, a concise statement of
the judgments that shall fall upon these people 1f they
disobey God. In making s close analysis of the sectlon it
is found that the blesslngs or the cursings affect every
phase or realm of life. They affect personal 1life, family
life, social 1ife, economic life, national 1life, inter-
national 1life, and religlous life. Wdhen the nabture of the
comnandments 1a recalled, 1t can be seen easily thalt they
very definitely affect these various phases of life. 1t is
thus easy to see why and how these prophetic utterances
should be related with the law and why God's judgment should
rest upon the disobedient and why his abundant blessings be
on the obedlent. It 1ls significant to note that the warn-
inge and the cursings far exceed the blessings in this
chapter.

Before proceeding to the section from the prophets, it
has been observed that in*Beuteromomy 28:36,46 is recorded
 the fact that the nation would go into captivity. This 1s
steted in verses 36 and 41. Considering the fact that the
cause of their captivity shall be ldolatry, they will have

plenty of opportunity to be idolatrous in the land that
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shall take them captive. These passages also reveal that
their name and reputation would be held in disrepute smong
all the peoples. This sectlion also reveals that all of
these curses shall come upon them and overtake them until

they are destroyed.l6

Prophecies from Isaish. Turning to the book of

Ilsalah for pra@h@eiés cohc@rning the captivity of the
northern kingdom our attention and study has been centered
in two passages of Scripture. The irst passage to be
recorded at least in p&rt, is the passage from Isaiah 10:
5-11.

Ho, Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, the stalf in
whose hand 1s mine indignation, I will send him
against & profane nation, and against the people

of my wrath will I give him a charge to take the
spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them
down like the mire of the streets. Howbelt he
meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think soj
but it is in his heart to destroy, and to cut off
netions not & few . . . 13 not Samaria as Damascus?
As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols,
whose graven images did excel them of Jerusslem and
of Ssmaria; shall I not, as I have done unto Samaris
and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols.

From this Scripture the following facts have bheen
gleaned, First, Assyria was to be the rod with which Jehovah

would chastise His own people. 3econd, the profane

16 The fulfillment of this prophecy will be
considered, with the passages from Isalah, Amos, and Hicah
af'ter they have been listed.
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character of the people is noted. Third, their conduct had
incurred the wrath of God on them. Fourth, Assyrie is bent
on further conguest, threatening Jerusslem as well. The
first three points of the four listed, are the ones that
concern us in this study. The fourth does not merit direct
consideration becsuse God was going to punish Assyria after
He had used this nation as the instrument of punishment for
His own people (verse 12).

Turning to Isaish 28:1-4 the prophecy of the Assyrian
captivity 1s recorded. It presents some different phases as
to the character of Isrsel and the nature of the conquest.
This brief passage reads ss follows:

Woe to the crown of pride of the drunkards of Ephraim,
and to the fading flower of his glorious beauty,
which is on the head of the fat valley of them that
are overcome with wine! DBehold, the Lord heth =
mighty and strong one; as a tempest of hail, a.
destroying storm, as a tempest of mighty waters
overflowing, will he cast down to the earth with
the hand. The crown of pride of the drunkards of
Ephraim shall be trodden under foot: and the fading
flower of his glorious besuty, which is on the head
of the fat valley, shall be as the first ripe fig
of the summer: which when he that looketh upon it
seeth, while 1t is yet in his hand he eateth it umn.

This section sets forth the pride znd the sad state
of drunkenness which had become & part of the national life.
In this passage the name Ephraim is used instead of Israel.
The reason for such usage lies in the fact thet Ephrism hsad

become the dominant tribe, and because Ephraim was the crown
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of Samaria which was rapidly fading.l7

The portion which speaks of the "mighty and strong
one . . . a destroying storm" refers to the rapidity and the
fierceness with which Assyria shall strike, The swiftness
of this captivity is also prophesied in Issaish 8:1-5 where
Mehershalalhashbaz is a sign. This passace not only refers
to the rapidity of the captivity but the proximity of the
destruction. The prophecy was made when Mshershalalhashbaz
was born and God revealed that before he would be old
enough to say "my father, and my mother" (Isaiah 8:4), the
riches of Damascus and Samsarils would be carried away.

The third observation that has been noted in this
portion from Issiash 28:1-4 has reference to the fruit of the
land. The Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary states
that it was

the custom at feasts to wreath the brow with flowers:
s0 Samaria which is upon the head of the fertile
valley,~~-that 18, situated on a hill surrounded with

the rich valleys as & garland . . . but the garland
is fading because Ephraim is close to ruin.l8

17 ¢. Campbell Morgan, The Prophecy of Isaiah {(The
Analyzed Bible. WNew York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1910)
I, p. 165.

George L. Robinson, The Book of Isaiah (Elgin: D.
¢. Cook Publishing Compeny, 19387, p. 109.

18 R, J. Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown,
Commentary on the 01d and New Testaments (Hartford: The
8. 8. Screnton Company), p. 460.

Bible. English. 1901l. American Standard. The Holy Bible
(New York: Thomss Nelson and Sons, 1901), I Kings 16324,
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It is very evident from this prophecy, and from the sectlon
in Deuteronomy, that judgment was to come upon the people
physically, and upon thelr land and possessions as & part of
the consequences of thelir sin.

In comparing the two prophecies in Isalah 10:5-11 and
28:1-4 the following similarities have been observed. First
of all, there is general agreement as to the character of
the people. They were idolatrous, profane, and drunkards.
Second, it has been noted, that both passages speak of the
severity of the captivity in such terms as being "trodden
under foot," and "tread them down like the mire of the
streets”. In the third place, there is general sgreement as
to the nation which God is going to use as the means of
punishment. It is evident from these passages that the
conqueror is imperialistic, destructive, mighty, and strong
as waters overflowing the earth. Therefore, it is logical
to conclude, from the message of Isalah that there was the
note of the certainty of coming judgment, which was the
result of Israel's sinfulness. If followed through care=-
fully, 1t is evident thst the passages of Isaish which

prophesy the fall of Samuris carry this fact.

Prophecies from Amos. In the book of Amos are

recorded some insights into the fall of the northern kingdom

which do not appear in the book of Isaiah.
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In the second chapter of Amos is recorded the
prophecies of the coming destruction of both Judah and
Israel. It is interesting to note that a more full and
detailed sccount is given of the destruction of Isrsel. In
the mind of the writer thils is sccounted for in two ways.
First, Amos wes a prophet in the northern kingdom. His
ministry was during the relgn of Jeroboam II (4mos 1:1).
Second, Judah is mentioned in this section in relationship
with the other nations, for before Amos began his pronounce-
ment of judgment upon Israel, he called attention to all the
sins of Israel's neighbors. “Hothing could seem more im-
probable than the fulfillment of Amos' warnings:; yet within
fifty years the kingdom wes utterly destroyed."19
The passages which speak specifically of the nature
of Israel's destruction are recorded in Amos 2:13-16.
Behold, I will press you in your place, as a cart
presseth that is full of sheaves. A4nd flight shell
perish from the swift; and the strong shall not
strengthen his force; neither shall the mighty deliver
himself: neither shall he stand that handleth the bow;
and he that is swift of foot shall not deliver himself;
neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself:
and he that is courageous among the mighty shall flee
away naked in that day, saith Jehovah.
This phese of the prophesied destruction touched not

only on the rapidity with which the enemy would strike, but

19 Bible. English. 1917. Scofield. . . . The Holy
Bible (New York: Oxford University Press, 1917), p. 934.
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with the completeness of the destruction and the Ilnability
to escape. This has been indicated in the verses which call
attention to the fact that the swiftest would not be able to
save themselves from destruction, and that even those who
rode horses would not be able to escape the judgment.

Adem Clarke was of the opinion that verses 13-18
inclusive were proverbs "to show the futility of all
attempts, even in the best circumstances, to show the doom
now decreed because the cup of their iniquity was full."20
Whether or not fh@ae verses are proverbs 1s not the guestion,
but the problem has been to see 1f this wes fulfilled at
least in a general way. Consideration to this problem finds

expression in a laster chapter.

Prophecies from Micah. In the book of Hicah there

are two outstanding prophecies directed to Israel énd Judah,
¥icah was a contemporary of lsalah who prophesied during the
reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah over Judah, and of
Pelktahigh, Pekeh, and Hoshea over Israel (II Kings 15:23-30;
17:1-8).

In the book of Amocs, 1s recorded the inability of the
strong and the swift to éseape the coming siege. In the

book of Hicah the thoroughness of the Assyrian captivity is

20 Adem Clarke, . . . Commentary and Critical Hotes
Amos 2:13~16.
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observed., The following verses have heen the basis for
these observations:

Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the fileld,
and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down
the stones thereof into the wvalley, and I will discover
the foundations thereof. And all the graven images
thereof shall be beaten to pleces, and all the hires
thereof shall be burned with the fire, and all the
idols thereof will I lay desolate: for she gathered

it of the hire of an harlot and they shsall return to
the hire of an harlot (Milcah 1:8-7).

It has been observed previously that Samaria was
located on top of a hill. This passage hss indicsted that
Samaria was to be a3 a heap of the fileld. A1l of its pomp
and splendor were to be brought low. The stones of the city
were to roll down into the valley. All of this, along with
the statement that the foundations would be uncovered,
clearly indicated that the city would be leveled. Instead
of city 1life it was to become a vineyard, This part of
the prophecy dealt with the physicsl asspects of the
destruction of Samaria.

The last part of this prophecy had reference to
Israel'’s religious 1life. In the truest sense of the word it
was the resligious phase of Isrsel's 1life that broke her. It

was the religious life, based on a pure monotheism that was

to be the secret of their strength and their source of
gafety. When Israel renounced the worshlp of Jehovah, and
established their own form of religious worship, or copied

from their neighbors they began to deteriorate, and the
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false religion turned to ashes in their hands.

In Micah 1:7, 1t has been noted how low the religious
l1ife had become. It had become so corrupted that it was
closely related to immorality and harlotry. There are
occasions in the Scripture where fornication or "playing the
harlot" hes a spiritual application. In this passage are
recorded the results of such a spiritual fornication coming
to the plece where it in reality was asssociated with asctual
immorality. Clark, in referring to this verse, has
commented as follows:

Multitudes of women gave the money they gained by
their public prostitution at the temples for the
support of the priesthood, the ornamenting of the
walls, altars, and images. So that these things,
and perhaps several of the images themselves, were
literally the hire of the harlots; and God
threatens here to deliver all into the hands of
enemies, who should seize on this weelth, and
literally spend it in the same way in which it was
aequired; so that "to the hire of a harlot these
things should return."2l

Thus, through the eyes of Micah, 1s recorded the
nature of the fall of Samaria which was at this time very
near.

Summary: In the prophecies listed, there 1s recorded
& cross section of the verious phases of the destruction of

Samaria. In these passages there are words which were

penned by HMoses, long before the event occurred, and also

21l 1pid., dican 1:7.
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the messages of those who already see the clouds gathering,
and are clearly able to read the handwriting on the wall.
There is slso recorded a cross section of the physieal,
natural, temporal, moral, and religious angles. These
prophecies also give a picture of the completeness of the
fell, its repidity, and the inability of men to stand against
the onslaught. This plcture has been viewed from two major

and two minor provhets.

Prophecies fulfilled. In making a study of the

fulfiliment of these prophecies concerning scme of the
minute detalls, the Scriptures sre silent. In other
instences fulfilliment of these prophecies is noted by
implication. Another source of informstion is from the
history of some of the people contemporary with Isrsel. It
is aslmost universally true that secular history of the times
harmonizes with 3criptural facts.

But ﬁaking one fact as a whole, it is clearly evident
that Israsel went into captivity at the hands of éssyria.
Hoses prophesied between 720 and 760 years before the fall
itaelf. It has been observed previously that he called
attention to the fact that the king, who they had ruling
them and all of the nation, would be taken into a land not

known to them. Hot only wss this prophesied more than 700

years before, but he spoke of s king, and it was not until
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350 years later that Israel had e king. All of the details
of the Assyrilan captivity are recorded in II Kings 17 and
I Kings 18:9-12.

It has been noted that before the fall of Samaria,
Damascus was invaded by Assyrias. It was at this particulsr
time that the power of Assyria reached colossel dimensions.
Not only had Damascus fallen at the hands of Assyria, but an
invasion was made of Horthern Isrsel in appreximately 738 B.
C. At this time, Isrsel was living under the reign of King
ﬁ&nahem. denahem 3a§ed his‘kingdom from attack by paying an
exceedingly heavy tribute (I1 Kings 15:19,20; I Chronicles
5:26). -

| In submitting so readily to the Assyrians, %eﬁ&h@m
and his son were apparently regarded as tpaitgrs. ?ék&h, a
Gileadite, rose against the house of Henahem and siew
Pekahish. The new king immedlately formed a coalition with
Resin, the king of Damascus. This only tended to draw the
&sgyriana-und@r the leadership of Tigiathpiles@r, who
invaded and conguered the territory of Northern Isrsel as
far as the Jordan and the plain of ksdraelon. The Assyrian
king stated that, |

the’heuse of Omri--the whole of 1ts inhabitanta,‘

together with their possessions 1 deported to Assyria.
Pekah, their king, I slew. Hoshea, I appointed over
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them. Ten talents of gold, one thousand talents of
silver I received from them.22

All of this tended to show the internal condition of
Israel among ﬁheir leaders. It also revealed the strength
of Assyris and the inebility of the lsraelites to stand.
The first invesion set the stage perfectly for the complete
"mopping up" exercises which were to follow a few years
hence. These were some of the conseguences of Israel's
idolatry. A4 part of the origin of the trouble has been
related to the passage from the book of Judges to which
attentiéﬂ was called in the second chapter,--that all the
inhebitants of the land were not driven out. It is true
that Israel could have degenerated to paganism by itselfl or
could have imitated the other peoples as they did in their
desire for a king, but it was easier and more convenient to
slip to this low level in their religious worship when
permitting the people to dwell 1in the land with them.

In II Kings 17:4 is recorded the fact that Assyria
detected & conspiracy attémpt on the part of ﬁcs&eé; Up
until this tims the Israelites must have faithfully paild
tribute to Assyria, but apparently Hoshea felt there was a

way out if he would ally himself with So, the king of Egypt.

22 (harles Foster Kent, The Kings and Prophets of
Isrsel and Judsh (New York: Cheries Scribner's sons, 1909),
p. 106.
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When the king of Assyria felled to receive his vearly
present from Hoshes he became suspicious and put him in
prison. The Egyptians alsc dresded the power of Assyrie
because 1t was a threat to their own stability and naturally
welcomed & rebellion in Israel. Egypt, however, proved to
be of no aveail to Assyria for after Hoshea wes shut up in
prison the king of Assyria came through the land and
besieged Samaria three years. (II Kings 17:5). Undoubtedly
the natural strength of Sameris, being located on a hill,
and the desperetion of the defenders made it possible to
maintain herselfl against the attack for three years. In
722 B.C. Sargon, the new king of Assyria, was successful in
sccomplishing the victory over Samaria. In verse gix of
I Kings 17 is recorded the fact that 1t was in the ninth
year of Hoshea that "the king of Assyris took Sameria, and
carried Isrsel away into Assyria, and placed them in Halah
and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the clties of the
Hedes,"

With the fall of Sameria, of course, fell the dominion
founded by Jercboam. The promise which God made to
Jercboem, as recorded in I Kings 11:35-38, never became a
reallity ez is clearly evidenced at this point of the down-

faell of Sameria. "The kingdom of Israel ceased to exist,"23

23 John Urquhart, The New Biblical Guide (Hartford:
The S. S. Scranton Company), Vi, p. 90.
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"The crown of pride at the head of the fat valley," as
pictured in Isaish 28:1-4, "was thrown to the ground.“24
Among the inscriptions of S3argon, in which his
triumphs are recorded, the folleowing statement concerning
the fell of Samaris is recorded:
I besleged and capbtured Samaria, 27,200 people,
dwelling in the midst of 1t, I carrled off. Fifty
chariots 1 collected among them, and allowed them
to have the rest of their goods. Ny commander-in-
chief I placed over them, and imposed upon them the
tribute of the former king.25
The policy of deporting rebellious peoples and
settling them in distant parts of the empire was first
instituted by Tiglath-pileser IV.
It's object was tagremOV@ the leaders, both civil
and religilous, and all who might be active in
stirring up future rebellions, and thus to insure

the aampletﬁ submission of tha people who wsre left
behind .26

'Frcm the statement from Sargon's inscriptioﬁg
adeguate evidence has been given pr0v1ng the fulfillment of
%icah’s prophecy as to the'completeness of the captivity.
The fact that Samaria was»practically levelled by ﬁhe

“Assyrians is a generally conceded fact by historians end

24 §illiam O. Slaikie, A& ianual of Bibl@ ﬁistor?
{New York: The Ronsld Press Company, 1940), p. 262.

2% yrqunart, oD. Qii-, pp. 95-94.

26 Kent, op. eit., p. 107.
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Biblical scholers. VWhat was once the pride of Israsel was
brought low. & thriving populous city became & village with
only & remnant remeining and with more than 27,000 of its
inhabitents carried into a forelgn land. Gertaihly this is
the fulfillment of the prophecy made by Hoses as recorded in
Deuteronomy 28:36. Furthermore, such & scholar as B, Pick
has called sttention to the fact that the hill from its base
to its top was most fertile for the réising of fruits of
various kinds, which indicated another phsse of the fulfill-
ment of Micah's prophecy.27 For the fulfillment of the
religious phases of the prophecy, the/inability to escape
the judgment and the sins for which Israel was carried into
captivity, the greatest source of evidence lies in the
statements from I Kings 17:4-6; 18:9-10 and from the
historical statement made by Sargon. In I Kings 17:7-23 sre
listed the sins of Israel which were the basic cause, of
Israel's captivity; and in making close anslysis it is
evident that the basic resson was one that all the prophets
sald would be the cause of Israel's downfall, namely that
they sinned agasinst the Lord God, and served idols. Verses
22 and 23 summarize, in a very conclse way, what happened

and the reason for the captivity. The verses are as follows:

27 B. Pick, "Samaria,™ John #'Clintock and James
3trong, Biblical, Theological and Ecclesiasstical Cyclopedis,
1894, IX, pp. 279=-280.
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For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of
Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from them:
Until the Lord removed Israel out of his sight ass he
hed seid by all his servants the prophets. So was
Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria
unto this day (I Kings 17:22-23).

This final observation has been made concerning the
city of Samaria. In I Kings 17:24 is recorded the fact thst
the king of éssyria repopulated the cities of Israel with
people from his provinces. ot one word is noted that the
city of Samaris was repopulated. If it was, it was not
repopulated by Israselites, but by peoples from other nations.
Thus the northern kingdom came to & tragic end as prophesied

by the prophets.

II. PROPHECIES OF THE BABYLORIAW CAPTIVITY

In examining the prophecies relating to the fgll of
Judah, or the Babylonian casptivity, the same procedure has
been followed a&s in the study of the Assyrian captivity.
References have again been made to the prophecies made by
Moses, and some by Isaish and Jeremiah.

The passages which have been exsmined from the
prophecies of Hoses are recorded in the book of Leviticus.
Consideration should also be given to Deuteronomy 28:36
becasuse that cen refer as directly to Judah as much as
Israel. This passage is not recorded here because 1t heas

been recorded elsewhere. The following verses from
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Leviticus have formed the basis of this phase of the study.

And I will make your cities & waste and will bring
your sanctuaries unto desolation, and I will not smell
the savor of your sweet odors. And I will bring the
land inte desolation; and your enemies that dwell
therein shsll be astonished at it. 4&nd you will I
acatter among the nations, and I will draw out the
sword after you: and your land shell be & desolation,
and your cities shall be a waste. Then shall the
land enjoy its sebbaths, as long as it lleth
‘desolate, and ye are in your enemies land; even then
shell the land rest, and enjoy its sabbaths. As long
as it lieth desclate it shall have rest, even the
rest which 1t had not in your sabbaths, when ye dwelt
upen it. A4nd as for them that are left of you, I
will send a faintness into thelr hesrt in the lands
of their enemies; and the sound of a driven leaf
shall chase them; and they shall flee as one fleeth
from the sword; and they shall fell when none
pursueth. (Leviticus 26:31-38).

These six verses axplicitly prophesied conditions
which would affect the religious life, the destruction of
the temple, the benefits to the land, and the conditiocn of
the remaining inhabltants of the land. |

LIt has been interesting to observe that these
passages from Leviticus followed & detailed explanation and
description of the liturgical and rituaslistic phases of the
Jewish worship and life. Leviticus has set forth two
supreme values.

First, a r@cognition of sin, and a revelation of its
nature; and secondly, & recognition of redemption, and
a revelation of its nature; or, more briefly . . . the

fundeamentel matters concerning man and his need, and
God and His provision.<8

28 Horgan, Genesis to Esther, p. 54.
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It has been significant to note that while the majority of
the book carries s tone which is directly related to the
priestly phases of Jewish life and wérship, and its relation
to man's need of redemption, it closes with a strong
prophetic tone. This has tended to illustrate thet the
priestly functions were incomplete in themselves. It
further has i1llustrated the fact that when men failed in
thelr relationship to God, the priestly function was not
only inadeguate, but also 1t made the prophetic phase of the
religious 1life an imperative. The prophecies of this
chaptef were clearly set forth as the outcome of jJjudgment
upon the people if they failed to keep & vital relestionship
with God. This book has set forth the need and the pro-
visions of redemption. The prophetic passages were the
outcome of redemption rejected and neglected. The warnings

of judpgment here were far more numerous than the blessinss.

Prophecies from Issiah. The study from Isaieh is

based on Isaish 39:6-7. 1In this chapter is recorded the
vislt and the presenté sent to Hezeklah bj Herodach~»ladan,
the king of Babylon. It was on this occasion that Hezekish
showed his vigitors all the precious things of the temple.
After the visitors had left, Isaish-approsached Eezekiéh as
to the nature of their visit. When he learned that Hezekiah

had proudly shown his visitors all the treasurses of his



70

house, he spoke these words:

Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house,

and all thet which thy fathers have lasid up in store

until this dey shall be carried to Babylon: nothing

shall be left, saith the Lord. A&nd of thy sons that

issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they

take away; and they shall be eunuchs 1in the palace

of the king of Babylon (Isaish 39:6-7).

Thege two verses of Scripture gave expression to the
carrying awsy of the treasures of the temple and Hezekiah's
house, Babylon was the power named which would be the
conquering nation and finally a stetement was made concern-
ing the position of those who would be carried inte Dabylon;
elso the place they would be required to £ill. All of this
was literally fulfilled.

Hezeklah responded in e spirit of submission and

thaukfuln@ss over the fact that for the remainder of his

life there would be peace and truth.

Prophecies from Jermish. One of the most rewarding

phases of & study of this kind has been the difféfent
emphase 8 made by the vari§u$ prophets. Though several of
them prophesied the same final outcome of the nation, each
one presented a different angle in the final outcome or in
the process ¢i the consummeting events.

From the bhook of Jeremish attention has been centered
on the message of the prophet to king Zedekish. The message

which Jeremiah gave was in response to a request from
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Zedekish concerning the future trouble with Babylon, and
whether or not God would bring delliverasnce to Judsh. The
following was, in part, the message Jeremlish dellivered:

Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Behold I will
turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands,
wherewlith ye fight against the king of Babylon, and
against the Chaldeans that besiege you without the
walls, and I will gather them into the midst of this
city. And I myself will fight against you with an
outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in
anger and in wrath, and in great indignation. 4&nd I
will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and
beast: they shall die of a great pestilence. A&nd
afterward, saith Jehovah, I will deliver Zedekish,
king of Judah, and his servants, and the people, even
such as are left in this city from the pestilence,
from the sword, and from the famine into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of
those that seek thelr life: snd he shall asmite them
with the edge of the sword; he shall not spare them,
neither have pity, nor have mercy (Jeremish 21:4-7).

From these verses 1t has been apparent that their
weapons were unable to cope with the Babylonisns. Perhaps
the most significant side of the picture, presented by
‘Jeremiah, was that even Jehovah turned against his own
peopnle and fought ageinst them. The prophecy haé revealed
thaet both man and beast would dile from great pestilence, and
ultimately those who were szpared this would be taken into
captivity by Hebuchadnezzar.

The message of Jeremiah to Zedekiah was certainly a
%ess&g@ of despair and darkness, but a message of truth, and
one which had litersl fulfillment.

In Jeremieh 25 the duration of the captivity was
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prophesied. In this prophecy also there was & note of
judgment for Babylon. Only two verses are recorded from
this chapter.

And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an

astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king

of Babylon seventy yesars. 4&nd 1t shall come to pass

when seventy years are accomplished, that I will

punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith

the Lord for their iniguity, and the land of the

Cheldeans, and will make 1t perpetual desolation

(Jeremish 25:11-12).

One contrasting observation has been made. The land

of Judsh wes to be & desolastion and an astonishment for

seventy years, but Babylon's desolation was to be perpetual.

Fulfillment of prophecies. In makiﬁg a study of the

destruction of Israel and Judsh it has been observed that
there is 2 greater amount of Scriptural reference concerning
the Babylonian captivity than there is of the Assyrian
captivity.

In considering the fulfillment of the v&rions
prophecies listed, the greatest attention has been given to
the following passages of Scripture: Kehemish 2:3; I1
Ghr&nialé; 36:14-21; Isalah 47:6; Daniel 1:3,4; II Kings 25
1-11; II Chronicles 36:17-21; Jeremiah 39:1-10; Jeremiah
52:4-17, 26-30.

The first reference listed in the previous section of
this chapter was Leviticus 26:31-36. This passage

prophesied the desclation of the land and the cities, and
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the fact that the land during the period of captivity would
enjoy its sabbaths. This prophecy had its fulfillment as’
recorded in II Chronicles 36:20-21. These two verses have
stated the fulfillment of the passage from Jeremish 25:11-12
as well as Leviticus. The two verses to which reference has
been made are as follows:

And them that had escaped from the sword carried he
saway to Babylon; and they were servants to him and
his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persisa,
to fulfill the word of Jehovah by the mouth of
Jeremish, until the land had enjoyed its sabbathg;
for as long as it lay desolate it kept sabbath to
fulfill threescore and ten years (II Chronicles 38:
20"'21 ) .

In the book of Hehemiah is recorded a statement made
to Artaxerxes, the king relative to the destruction.
Nehemiah geave this answer to the king when asked why he was
sad and sorrowful; "why should not my countenance be sad, when
the city, the place of my father's sepulchres, lieth waste,
and the gates thereof are consumed with fire" (Nehemish 2:3).
In making e further study of Leviticus 26:31-38 attention
has been called to the plight of those that would remain, of
those who were not taken captive, or who were killed., In
Nehemiah 1:3 attention is called to the fact that,

The remnant that are left of the captivity there in
the province are in great affliction and reproach:

the wall of Jerusalem alsoc 1s broken down, and the

gates thereof are burned with fire.

How it is true that Nehemiah's time was much. later than the

captivity. It tends to prove however, the condition of the
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city, and the fact that the people who remained behind were
not the type of pesople to ﬁake,initiative or else they were
in no condition to do so because of the affliction. From
what has been glesaned from I1 Kings 24:14 end Daniel, it has
become epparent thet it was the noble class, the craftsmen,
and the smiths that were carried into the land, and from
Nehemish it has been logical to conclude that both
conditions may have prevailed. From these Scripture
references it has been plain to see that the city was indeed
very desolate and the campaign of the Babylonians very
complete in its destruction.

Isaiah's prophecy of the coming captivity was &
plcture of Babylon carrying off the treasures, and the sons
of many to be carried off to f£ill the role of & eunuch in
the palace of the king of Babylon. The historical account
of the first half of this prophecy is recorded in II Xings
24:10-13; 25:13-17: II Chronicles 26:7,18-18.

It was during the reign of Jehoiachin that the first
attack was mede on Jerusalem. Jeholachin was carried to
Babylon along with ten thousénd inhabitents. Zedekiah then
came to the throne and rebelled against the king ofvﬁabylan
(ITI Kings 25:1). After laying siege to Jerusslem, HNebuchad-
nezzar raised the slege for a time. However, in Zedekiah's
eleventh year of reign the city was taken. Zedekiah tried

to flee but he was caught in the valley of Jordon. His sons
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were slain before his eyes, then the Babylonians put out his
eyes, bound him and took him to Babylon (II Kings 25:7).

it was during the first siege of the city, éﬁfing the
relgn of Jeholachin, that the king of Babylon took the
treasures of the temple. The following verse states this

fact.
And he carrled out thence all the treasures of the
house of Jehovah, and the treasures of the king's
house, and cut in pisces all the vessels of gold,
which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple
of Jehovah, as Jehovah had said (II Kings 24:13).

After Zedekish was captursd, in the second siege of
the city, a captain of the guard, a servant of tha'king of
Babylon "burnt the house of Jehovah, and the king's house
and all the houses of Jerusalem, even every great house,
burnt he with fire" (II Kings 25:9). In II Kings 25:13-17
the facts of the teking of the pillars of brass from the
temple, and all the other minor equipment has been described.

In meking close examinstion of these passages 1t has
been clear that the prophecy of Isaiah was literally
fulfilled.

The last consideratlon of the fulfillment of pro-~
phecies concerning the Babylonian captivity 1s based on
Jeremiah's vision of Jerusalem's destruction.

One of the prophecies listed from Jeremiah was unigue

in that 1t called attention to the place that Jehovah would

have in the captivity. Jeremiah made it clear that the
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weapons of war would not be able to avall agsinst the
"Babylonians because they would not only be fipghting ageinst
the enemy, but against Jehovah. For the fulfillment of this
prophecy atbention has been directed, first of all, to 1I
Rings 24:20 where the following verse is recorded: “Sor
through the anger of Jehovah did it come %o pass in
Jerusalem and Judah, until he had cast them out from his
presence.” In II Chronicles 36:14-17 is recorded the most
complete statement of the fullfillment of Jevemiah's
prophecy. Thils section not only treats of Jeshovah's place
and attitude toward Judah, but it reveals the treatment that
the messengers of Jehovah received from their own people.
This harsh treatment of the prophets of God became the basis
for His anger. These four verses, because of their signifi-
cance in this study, have warranted recording at this place.

Horeover all the chiefs of the priests, and the people,
trespassed very greatly after all the abominations of
the natlons; and they polluted the house of Jehovah
which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. And Jehovah, the
God of their fathers, sent to them by his messengers,
rising up early and sending, because he had compassion
on his people, and on his dwelling place: but they
mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words,
and scoffed at hils prophets, until the wrath of
Jehovah arose against his people, till there was no
remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the king of
the Chaldeans, who slew their young men with the

sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no
compassion upon young man or virgin, old man or
hoary~-headed: he gave them all into his hand

(II Chronicles 36:14-17).

In placing this historical statement slongside Jeremiah 21:
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4-7, it has become plain that the two passages correspond
favorably. The lack of pity and mercy, the reaction of God
to Jeruselem, have had thelr counter-part in each passage.

But in this passsge Jeremish spoke of a famine eas
well., In turning to II Kings 25:3 the physical conditions
gre reveeled. "On the ninth day of the fourth month the
famine wes sore in the city, so that there was no bread for
the people of the land.® It thus appears that the
Babylonians were successful in a blockade which cut off the
supply of food to the city. To get a full picture of the
femine conditions, the siege and God's sttitude toward it
all, additionel evidence 1s found in the book of Lamen-
tations where desolation, ruin, hunger, and the swful
conseguences of Judeh's sins are recorded.

The Babylonian captivity has been given a rather
extensive place in the Scriptures. Other than in II Kings 25
and 1I Chronicles, thirty-six references were made to the
captivity in Jeremiah 29:1-10 and 58:1-30. Evidences of it
haeve been found in the book of Ezra, Nehemiah, and
Lamentations. The fact cannot be denied. In comparing the
Agsyrian daptiviﬁy with the Babylonian it has been found
that not only has there been more place given to the latter
in the Scriptures, but much more of the Babylonlan captivity
haed literal fulfillment. The prophets of God did not fsil

in their proclamation of the truth, neither did God fail in
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bringing the truth into consummation as He said it would.
The people failled to hear and obey the word of the Lord.

it came as Hoses seld it would if men would not
serve God. The warning was that judgment would surely come.
Isrsel and Judah failed and judgment ceme. From the time
that the first king sat on the throne of the United Kingdom
to the Babylnnian Captivity & period of little more than
five hundred years elapsed. There were some good kings in
that period of time, but taking the periocd as & whole there
were more “stormy’ days for the race of people called the
Jewé than there were days of godliness, peace, and
prosperity. All of this too has been a fulfillment of

prophecy which went back to the time of HMoses.



CHAPTER IV

PROPHECIES COHCERNING ISRAEL
IN RELATIONSHIP 70 OTHER NATIONS

The study of prophecy, up to this point, has basically
centered in pre-kingdom days of Israel's 1life, and the
decline into captivity. This chapter has been designed %o
observe briefly, the place that the Israelites had in
relation to other nations as plictured by the prophet. In
this chapter Isrsel is observed in the height of her power
and in her decline and defeat. Again, as before, the
investigetor has first examined the prophecies of koses.

In Deuteronomy 28, the chapter which in its prophetic
view covers almost every period of Jewish history, is the
base from which this whole study has been carried on. This
chapter, more than any other one chapter in Scripture, gives
a prophetic psnoramic view of future periods of history for
God's people. The first reference is found in Deuteronomy
28:7,9,10.

Jehovah will cause thine enemies that rise up against
thee to be smitten before thee: they shall come ocut
against thee one way, and shall flee before thee seven
ways. dJehovah will establish thee for a holy people
unto himself, as he hath sworn unto theej; if thou shalt
keep the commandments of Jehovah thy Cod, and walk in
his ways. 4And all the peoples of the earth shall see
thaet thou art called by the nsme of Jehovah; and they
shall be afreid of thee.

In making an anslysis of these three verses it has been
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observed that they deal, first, with the failure of the
enemlies to make & successful attack; second, the attitude
and relsationship of Jehovah to his people; and, third, the
attitude of the other nations to Israel. This attitude on
the part of the nations was one of fearful esteen.

A future and enlarged statement of Isrsel’s relastion-
ahip to the naticna of the earth iz found in verses 12 and 13
of the ssme chagter.

And Jehovah will make thee the head and not the tail;
and thou shalt be sbove only, and thou shalt not be
beneath; if thou shalt hearken unto the commandments
of Jehovah thy God, which I commend thee this day, to
observe and to do them.

These verses of Scripture, which have been Iisted,
fall in the class of conditional prophecles previocusly
mentioned in Chapter II., It is important that attention be
called to the fact that the covenant relationship between
Jehevah'and his people must be kept. Israel was always to
remember that these blessings and privileges were not theirs
because they were better than any other people, but because
God had sét his love upon them, and all these favors were
from him. - |

These truths have>been stated positively. But in the
very same chapter it is noted the very reversa would be true

if they failéd to keep the commandments of Jehovah. This

truth is expressed in the following verses:
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Jehoveh will cause thee to be smitten before thine
enemies; thou shalt zo out one way against them, and
shalt flee seven ways before them: and thou shalt be
tossed to and fro among all the kingdoms of the earth.
fnd thy dead body shall be food unto all birds of the
heavens, and unto the beasts of the earth; and there
shell be none to frighten them away (Deuteronomy 28:

If, as has been noted, all of the blessings and
favors were to be bestowed upon Israel contingent on thelr
keeping the right relationship to Jehovah, so the horrible
penalties and judgments as pictured in Deuteronomy 283:25-26
would be the result of their breaking the covenant relstion.

The basiec guestion whieh hsas confronted the
investigator has been this: Was there ever s time when
Israel had such an honored position among the nations as
Mloses portrays, and was there s time when Israel was the
tail? The former prevailed once in the history of these
people., The latter has prevailed for centuriss and
continues today.

The days in which Israel was at its height of
influence was during the better days of the reign of King
Solomon. HReference is made to the better days of King
Solomon because toward the close of his reign decline was
beginning to appear. During the height of the reign of
Solomeﬁ, Isreel was wealthy, and was in an honored position

among the nations. Deuteronomy 28:12 presents a fair

picture of the excellent economic status in relation to many
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nations. They were to be in & position to lend and not have
to borrow. VThis fact is lagical when observing tha%fit
follows the steatement of the extension of God's bléséinggy
upon hié pﬁépie. | |

During the reign of Solomon there was an annual
income of approximately ten million dollars. It 1s estimated
by some historians thet approximately ten thousand were fed
from his table. His revenues werse unnﬁmbé?ed, being drawn
from strangers, gifts, end from tributary sources. Such
passages as I Kings 9:26-28 suggest the extensiveness of
commerce in the days of Solomon. In I Kings 10:1 the fame
of Solomon is revealed to the Queen of Sheba. Vhen the
Queen of Sheba heard af‘his wisdom, and saw the riches of
the land he ruled, she acknowledged that all she had hsard
was true, and confessed that the half was not told to her,
for "thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I
heard" (I Kings 10:7).

If we aék what were some of the beautiful things
which the Queen of Sheba beheld, the record leads

us to conclude that on every hand there was a great
display of gold and silver, precious stones and
spices, among trees or sandalwood, ivory, cedarwood,

a temple inlald with pure gold, officers in costly
uniforms, and horses and chariocts; In short, & capitol

worthy of a king whose wisdom and splendor eclipsed at
the time all the other potentetes of the earth.

1 George L. Robinson, “"Solomon," The International
Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 1939, V, p. 2825.
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Solomon reigned over all the tribes and netions

between the Mediterranean and the Buphrates. The
Philistines, the Hoasblites, the Hdomites, the

Ammonites in the south, the Canasanites and the

Hittites, and the Syriens of Hount Lebanon in the

nerth all lived and prospered under his peaceful

rule.? ‘ - ,

The extenziveness of the reign of Solomon, when at
the helght of his pewer,:is to be sttributed to‘the féct
that Israel met the conditions, and that 3olomon lived in
accordance with the desire of his heart and the promises of
God when he first began to reign.

For further evidence of the economic power and
position which the nation spparently had st one time
additional evidence 1is found in Ezra 4:20 where the follow-
ing truth is recorded: "There have been mighty kings also over
Jerusalen, which have ruled over all countries beyond the
river: and toll, tribute, and custom was psid unto them."
For & commentary on this passage of Scripture reference
mugt be made to I Kings 4:20-28 which not only refers to the
king, but the extensiveness of the emplire and 1ts riches.
This passage speaks of the reign of King,&oloman.'

As to the reverse condition of Israel it ig evident

that the place of the Jews todey reveals the fulfillment of

the low place that would be theirs as a result of their

2 Robinson, loc. cit.
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disobedience and unbelief. DBut this had haed its fulfillment
in the Babylonian Ceptivity as observed in the laatk%hapter
of this study. | |

Judeh suffered in relligious, economic, and soclal
prestige in the captivity. Even then she became the by-word
of the nations. From the religious standpoint, the temple,
her pride and joy, was utterly destroyed. Xconomically,
there were periods of famine, and with the poorest type of
people in the land, since the hest were taken into captivity,
the condition became worse. The people of Isrsel were not
the head, but the tail. Instesd of lending and receiving
tribute the opposite condition prevailed. A keyhole view
into this situstion haes been presented in the book of
Hehemiah. 1t was of course much later than the captivity,
but truth concerning the low degree of the nation is stated.
The people had been ccmplaining about the heavy debts, and
the mortgages. HNehemiah rebuked them severely for some of
thelr practices and pracédures. Then, as & ceﬁtraét to
their economic instability; liehemisah stated some of the
conditions which prevalled since he had‘returned to the land,

lMoreover from the time thet I was appointed to be
their governor in the land of Judeh, from the
twentieth year even unto the two and thirtieth year
of Artaxerxes the king, that is, twelve years, I and
my brethren have not eaten the bread of the governor.
But the former governors that had been before me

were chargeable unto the people, and had taken of
them bread and wine beslde forty shekels of silver;



yea, even their servents bare rule over the people:
but so did not I, because of the fear of God. Yes,
also I continued in the work of this well, nelther
bought we any land: and all my servants were gathered
thither unto the work. Horeover there were st my
teble an hundred fifty of the Jews and rulers, beside
those that came unto us from among the heathen that
are sbout us (Nehemish 5:14-17).

Thus in the book of HNehemish are reccrded some of the
economic conditions which prevailed and the change that was
made.

As s concluding overall observation it is evident
thet the passages from Deuteronomy did have literal fulfill-
ment. Israel has been both &t the top and the bottom in
relationship to the other nations. The conditions have
alweys been based upon her relationship to Jehovah. Though
Isrsel is at the bottom even today, end is e byword and a
reproach to the nations she will again have a great day in

relationship to the nations of the world as is evidenced by
passages from Isalah 2:3, 60:1-5 and 62:1-4.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

No one can meke an extensive study of the Secripture
without coming to some definite conclusions.

In this study careful examination has been made of
some of the most significaent Scriptures from the prophetic
viewpolint. A review has been made of the various periods of
Israel's history within the scope of the theme. These
periods have covered the brightest, as well as some of the
darkest, days of her history. The nature of their existence
or life in bondage as well as in freedom has been carefully
studied. Thus it appears that the study of these people,
over such an extensive period of time and under such a
diversity of conditions, warrants the Writervmaking gome
definite conclusions.

The first logical conclusion that hes proven itself
to be valid again and ageain, is that God revealed Himself,.
He hes revealed Himself in the past. Ile reveals Himself
presently, and He reveals Himsell in declaring events in the
future. The predictive element has been the central issue
in this study. God revealed Himself in many ways to His
people, but He revealed His purposes, plans and future
events through prophets. This puts the stamp of super-

naturalism on prophecy.
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Secondly, it has been observed that since prophecy
carries the stemp of the supernatural there is no 1limit to
the period of time which might be involved 1n’the prophecy.
That 1s, the coming event may be near to the time of the
prophet, or in the far distant future. 4 good illustration
of this fact centers in the ministry of Moses. BScholars who
have opposed the significance of prophecy certainly have not
been able to explein some of the prophecies of Hoses. It is
true that many of the propheclies of loses were fulfilled
shortly after God revealed to him the nature of some of the
future events. But this argument does not hold together,
for one of the most significant observations that has been
made, of the prophetic ministry of Hoses, is that he
prophesied concerning almost every major event in Jewish
history from his day down to the present time. The key
prophecies have been fulfilled or, on the basis of existing
evidence of past events, will be fulfilled. In view of such
facts, it 1is out of the realm of the ressonable to assume
that the events which loses wrote sbout were really written
after they had hap@en@é and that he wrote them with & future
tense outlook.

If Hoses was accepted as & prophet and prophesied
events which would take place more than two thousand years
later it has not been difficult to sccept the fact that God

revealed to him the nature of events which were near.
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Reference has been made to the prophecies of deliverance
from Egypt. According to the Scripture, loses was forty
years old when he fled from Egypt and went to Midian after
killing the Egyptlan. It was forty years later when the
Lord appeared to him in the wilderness of 3inail in the flame
of fire from a bush, It was at this time that ﬁéses was
commissioned and recelived from God much of the strategy for
the departure of Israel‘fram Egypt. At this time MHoses was
eighty years old and, according to Deuteronomy 34:7, he was
one hundred and twenty years o0ld when he died. All of this
bears out the fact that much of what was revealed to loses
wag fulfilled in the next forty years of his 11?@. So,
having looked at these prophecies from the standpoint of the
nearness to their fulfillment it has been unthinkable to
believe that any man, by natﬁral means, could predict, in
such accurate details, what was to happen within even ten
vears, to say nothing about forty. It is also unthinkable
because Moses refused at first, not only on the basls of his
ingbility to accomplish such things but also because of the
seeming impossibility of such occurences. With such over-
whelming evidence in the Scriptures it is evident that God
not only revealed Himself, but in a prophetic way, He.
promised to reveal Himself in future events and
manifestations.

Concerning the character of the Jew, the proposition
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which was stated in the Introduction heg been supported with
umisually strong evidence. The Jewlish people are & unique
people. Thelr history, their economlic, socisl, and religious
life has been tied up with a covenant relastionship to God.
Hderein has been the basis of all success and failure, all
strength and weakness. It has been and still is impossible
to rightly understand this people, in all of their relation-
ships of 1ife, aside from this Scriptural truth.

Pérhaps the most significant observation to be made
on the study of prophecy has been that it was not fully
understood or of wvalue until it was fulfilled or in the
process of fulfiliment.

The fulfillment 1s the interpretation, and always
clears it of obscurity. When the events come forth
there willl remain no vestlige of uncertainty.
Meanwhile the fulfilled guarantee the unfulfilled.l

The coneluéing observation of the study has been
that all of the praphécies examined were fulfilled literslly.
Only the God of all ages, who 1s infinitely perfect in
wisdom and power, could reveal the events of the ages and

bring them to consummation in His own time as 1s evidenced

by the passages of Scriptures studied.

1 R. S. Foster, The Supernaturasl Book (Studies in
Theolozy. New York: Hunt end Reaton, 1889), p. 165.
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