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CHAPTER II

2

As Introduction

The thres great Bnglish trensiations of the Holy Bible made
since the ssventeenth century have been: The Authorized or King James
Version, The Hevised Version with its Auerican counterpart = The Aw
mericen Standard Version, and The Revised Standard Version.

'y

In this chapter a study was made of the significance of i&%
Gresk texts of the New Testament which wers used as 2 basls for these
English translations, 4s this study was made 1t wae seen that it has
been the discovery of many more anclent manuscripts, and an incrsased
nowledge and gkill in the use of ths Greek language, that have made

the grestest contribubtlon ito the need for these various English ver-

sions of the New Testapent,.

23

Following the study undertaken & summary stabement concerning

"

%

the results of ihis phase of the investigation was made and then cone

clusionsg have been stabted based upon this study,

B, The Anthorized or Hing James Version of 1611

of the Authorized Version were apparently unpremeditated, King James

had summoned & confersnce Lo meeb at Hampton Court in Jamuary, 1604,

4

to consider complaints which had been made by the Purlbans that thare

L

g

ik

were mistranslations of the Sceriptures in the prayer bocok. At th

bl
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il
ism kmown, bhad no decumentary sources avallable for bthelr use, They
were confined to & few printed editions of the Greek Testament, These

@ eurslve e

relied chiefly on the text of Beza (fourth or fifth edition, 1598},

The selence of texbual criticism had nobt yet besn born when
the Aubthorised Version was made because the materizl used by texbual

STy

eritics had nobt vel been discoversd or ssde aooessible, U7 the olde

&

st unclal mamuseripts only two - Codex Hesmae for the CGospels and
hots, and Codex Claromontamus for bhe Epistles - wepe koown., Hven
thess two manuscripbs were scarcely used by Beza, who had come into

gsescion of them, The Alexandrian manuseript did not reach Eagland

5oy
s

e
7

antil geventeen years after the publication of the Authorized Version,
and the still older and more important manuseripts, the Vatlicanus and

£ P i

the Sinaiticus were entirely unlmown fop they dld not eome bo light

- I4

until in the nineteenth cenbury. The translaiors had no eritical edi-

Jeromets Vulgate, They were also acquainted to sowe extent with the
Peshito version and many modern versiocns which had ne ftexbtual authore
itye. The ancient fathers were known, bubt the critical examination of

thelr writings for fexbual purposes did neot begin until in the eighi-

Endn

With sugh a defective apparatus we need
not be surprised at the large pumbsr of false
readings and interpolations which obscure op
mey the Dbeaubly and weaken the force of the

- 2 gpam e g
primitive text,
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Spain, The Complubum FPolygob Bible was first published in 1520, with

=

.+

papal appr
The text of the New Tesbtapent was most

2 [

‘erlor manuseripts which were unspecified, and not deseribed, exe

n vagus and exaggerated ternsg, Ok

&

&
e

&
ir-.f:»

™

In its oripinal shape this Complutum Pelygot Bible may be
b3 b SR A p % hid P N A e x T 4 &
called the Roman Catholie Text, ss far as there is such a text 65

i

&
3

bert Stephanus (1503-1559). The editions of the great print=

seholar, Robert Stephsnus, were published in Parie in 1546 and

Pt
£
iy
s
"ii}

1549, His Proyel edition® of 155C was the wmost celsbrated, and the
nearest scurce of the "léxitus receplus,” especially for England, The

taxt for fhis editiopn was taken mainly from Erasmue with mepginsl

c

The sdition of 1551, which was published by Stephanus at Osns-

va (where he spent his last years as & professed Protestant), though
chiefly an inferier reprint of the “royel edibion of 1550, is ro-

markable for the verse divislons which appear for the first time,
This edition contains the Creek text in the middle of the page, with
the Latin Vulgate on the lnner side, and the Erasmian version on the
mater side, The verse division breaks up the text sometimes into
fragments insbesd of presenting 1t in natural sections; but 1t is
ecopvenient for reference and has becoms indispensable by long uﬁa.é?
Theodore Bega (1519-1603). Theodors de Bega, Oalvin's friend

and successor in Geneva, and the surviving patriarch of the Relormse

tion, prepared four editions of Stephanus’® Greek text, with some
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the it text he applied the same prineiples he
har v hmsgnenle o by ol T ?i}ii'
LAY B LPeeR %f@zﬁ i- AR 4 @,%xm SR RAE Y
He made an innovation in bexbual eriti-
i cism by boldly easting aside the Hegelived
i&%n and the mass of late manuseripts, “%ﬁ
angtrusting the text Ifrom the most anelent
%&mu&@ ipbs, wversions; awl Fathers, By then
he thought that he wight ?@@v%%?ﬁ nod &é@ﬁ%@
the exaet words of the a&yi¢ 2ot form of the
text clroulated in @% g?ﬁﬁ%% at the end of
the Ltk Qmmﬁf%
not yeb besn found
yeb been edifed;
fﬁ?éz%‘* s WiLh '@zim‘% £
he had iﬁa‘*&é:a to 9t
few remains of Emﬁﬁﬁ@mﬁg
aud the b a,.z,w varsion. :
beoken & new path, He ege
o bhe

Y a3 o Womme ..
ARG WIMREH L8 LofUARSNU.

P - 8
"teutns receptus;t

eyl P eyye § o
BULROTLGT

&
'l

F - ST S | o Vg 2 . P
b, built on hie foundatlon, bub with vastly incressed re-

fo

"
£

) R 5 " o
sources snd facilities,??

Jo T

Constantin Von Tischendorf (1815-1874). Tiechendors

the most industrious, enterprisis

edition of the Gree
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and terminated & career of indomitable indusbry and great uss fulness, O1

Sammel i mgié@%wx Tregelles (1813~1875). Tf@g@il@$ was an Enge
ilish scholar mﬁééwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁyﬂmﬂfy @$tm Ti&ﬁhﬁaﬁ&ff i Az Tregelles began
his eriticel work he ignored the recelved texit, and S%&f@w% anew with
the most anclent memmseripte, versions;, and Fathers. He p@@@&ﬁ&l&y

examined 231 the more lmportant existing uwneilsl mamuseripts ﬁh?mggﬁu :

out Burcpe., He collabed all that had nob besen previously mu§&i§%@é.

eritical apparatus which was much fuller than that of lachmann and
4 2% n i 5 g 2 Loz - . T 5 A k3
not ac full ass Tischendori's, - appeared in parts Irom 1857 to 1872,

&

On the whole;, his edition does not differ very mucdh froem that of Tie-
chendorf; although the Gospels were published belors the discovery of

Codex Binaiticus and the appsarance  of Tischendorfle edition of the

Vatican, " ‘ -
Sehalf said of Tregelles:

esolle was far behind Tischendorf in the exe
tont of his resources, bub more serupulously
ascuraste in the use of them, He left behind
him o menumental work of palnstaldng, @p&s@ﬁm
entious, and devout scholarship. Bub it M%Qﬁﬁ
to be correeted and supplemented fron
Codax Slnaiticus, and the eritical edition
the Codex g%ﬁiﬁ%” ue, which he was nobt a@rma%w
ted to gollate in Reme by the | i&ag anthope

@,m 2’,% Mw

Like Tischenderf, hs was prave mi@a £ @m.ﬂﬁéﬁiﬂ@xﬁf his work

for in 1870 he was sbrusk down by @&%&lﬁ&i% while engiged in conclude

Ltion, He never recovered, and so he
3

z»;f

tabors of the &

nglish Reviaion Committes of

. PP 10
which he wae appointed a member ,+Uk
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9 i P FAN I G P o E 5 S e g 1
work wee publishe Yolume I containe thelr revized
it 3 g iy . y ERE ) S a8 3 N P e .

4 580 pagen) with eriiical notes on specilal passages; Vol

wne I1, written by Hort, @@aﬁ%iﬁ&'%ﬁg “Introduction® (324 pages) and
Thppendix® (188 pegss) and Yluotations from the (ld
ars smarked by uncisl type in the %azi.gﬁg

The Greek Testament of Westeott and Hert pressnted the oldest
and purest text which could be attained with the means of informsiibn
ah @ﬁﬁ gommand  of bexbual eritics in thely gsneration,

sver entirely supersede the editions of Tischendori and Tregele

=
fodn
Jrimat
f
e
2
i

les, because these editions will long conbtimue to be indlspensable

?«19

for their eritical apparabus, and in & nusber of readings swy dessrve

3

preference, bul on the whole the text of VWesteobt and

ezided advance towards a Iinal text on which seholars may before long

g

The aim of VWesboold and Hor
eoeith only to restore the HNicene text as a
basis for further operationz {as Lachmann
did), but to reproduce at once (with Tlschen-
dorf and Tregelles) the Y“autograph® texd,
that is, . "the original words of the New Tes-
tament so far as they now can be de »w&mlﬂmﬁ
from gurviving @ﬁﬁ%&ﬁ?%@.ﬁ ??@w‘rﬁgr'fa? thi
? rpoge exelusively on documentory m?ﬁﬁ@MWWg

3uﬁwﬁm regard to printed editions. They maks
no material addition o the critical appara-
ﬁa& (1ike Wetsteln, Scholz, Tischenderf, and
“W&W*ilamjg but they mark a deglded progress
in the selence of eritieism (like Bentley,
Bengel, CGrissbach, and @&mm@ugﬁ. They follow
with independent jJudgment and sound tact io
the path of lachmann in the pursuit of the
oldest text, bub zo beyond the Nicene age and
as near %the apostolic age as the documsnbs
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Dean Burgon and Dr. Serivener, advocates of the received text,

argued againet the acespbance of the work of Westeott and Hort, Teue

tual eritics in the main; however, have accepted the theory of Weste
cobt and Hort, albhough, in recent years there has been some modifie

cation of their iheory by the emergence of a new ¢lassification of
texbual families, 7

This new classificabtion has been develeped within the last few

Py

years as the resulb of the ressarches of many scholars, The greatest

and most declisive part in this work was played by Dr, B. H, Strester

£

and Professor Elrsopp Take 118

s oy Streeber proved that this type of texi,
which stood midway bDebween neutral and YWest-
erny, was used by Upigen in ceriain commentare
les and other works of his, written during
the latbter part of his life, when he was resi-
dent at Cassareca. Sbreeter accordingly fell
Justified in dubbing it the "Cassarsan” text,
and elaiming for it & right to recognition as
a definite f&w“=¢ Lake subssguently showed
that there iz yeason to belleve that Qyigw@
may have used thls ltype of text bafore he lefd
dlexandria for Caesarea; and the possibility
that 1t may have been 02 m@?“*iﬁﬁ aprigin was
strengthensd when the Chester DBeatty Gospels
PRPYIuSsse was fo iﬁ to have a text of "Caee
sarean’ gﬁﬁywﬁﬁaw

2

?%£$Qm$ gritics have swalbted with inbersst the more exaeh

N o ok ., N TN
eritical value of this family.~<

For it may be that Lhe so-salled
Cassarean text was Fmerely & correction of the Western bext by the
Alexzandrian, and therefore later than both and secondary to them In
iw§@r%aﬁma.ﬁ1”&

Progress will go ony but it will be along the linez of ¥egte

. qan . . che s
cobh and Hort,™* For Wesbeobt and Hort's systes of btexbual eriticism

has prevailed more or less from 1881 to the present time, It has met
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OHAPTER ¥
aﬁsﬁﬁiﬁﬁ PHE TRUE TEXT BY THE METH(DS OF TEXTUAL CRITIOISH
he Inbpoduction

The variety of docwentary sources, from which the originsl
text of the Hew Testement bhss besen deprived, ecalls for & special
braneh of Biblical leayning, called "Textusl Critietsm,"12h The ebe
Jeet of texzbual oriticism

essls to assertain and restore, as far as
possible, the wvery text of the apoatolic
writers, and thus to furnish & faithful sube
stitute for the lost aubographs.... ib is
confined to the originel form and integrity
of the text, as far as it can be established
by documentary evidense., It alms to show,
not what the apostles and evangelists might
have written or ought to bave weilten, bub
sloply what they actually did write. it has.
nebhing Lo do with sectarian notlons and tene
ets, or subjective likes and dislikes, bub
only with fechta,

The sclence of textual eriticism iz of comparstive recent orie-
gin having matured with the discovery and cellection of the material
obbtained during the eightesnth century. Sinees then it has been glwven
a mighty lmpulse by %he discovery and study of the great Biblieal
mamaseripbs which were made avallable to Biblical schelars during ithe
past one hundred y&&x&.gg&

The importance of this bransh of Biblical study and lesrning
can hardly be oversstimated for a2 pure text is the basls of exegesis
and exegesis is the basis of dogmatics and ethics.~2! It has been

the aln of textusl eriticism to cbitaln the purest texb poszible,
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¢o JInserbions of words and proper
names instead ef pronouns fﬁg%%i@&%iﬁﬂw
aries for the church servics.™ /!

do, Additions from a love of para-
phrage, %

&, Additions from sral tradition,
apgient Iliterature, and explamstory
notes, 07

2. GSubstitublons cecurred when one word
is substitubed for ancther similar in spelling
or sound, or apparently bebler sulted Lo the
a&m%@xt*ié Uther errors of substibublon wers
made due %o bthe alm of hsrmoplsing rassages,
or of sepreeting a supposed error.

o

Cs  The Soupeces of Textual Criticism

to peconstruch the text of the New Testament,

tezt of the HNew Tesbament, Indirect evidenvs waz furnlshed

iy

Wherever there are more resadings th
one, two classes of evidence ave aveilable for
making the decision bebween them. Ve may oo
pare the probability of the readings Gtheme

-

we may compare the aubhority of the documents
which atbtest them, i@@?Qiﬁg anploy external or
documentary evidence,>

The dopumentary evidense for the text of
he Hew Testament consistz of Gresk e

t
seripts dating from the fourth to the sixteesnith-
genbury, most of the earlier being in a frag-

mentary state; of anclent Versions ln differ-
ent languages; and of queotations found in the
exbtant remains of the TFathers, written in
Greel, _in latiny and to a emall exbtent in

o 2
Syriac,

has been shated thabt 1% is the task of the tsxbusl eribie

Greek manmgeripts have furnished direot evidence for the

varsions and by the gquotations of the church fathers.

Lo

Tesbamsrnt wers written

Uresk Mamuseriots. The sarliest momuseripts of the Hew

5y

Ve

by the

"

on pADYrus. fhe papyras samseripbs were all



Fos
R

zeept a few seraps, b put there have been

;Z*m
o

thought to have perishe

&

important dlscoveriss of papyrus memuseript fragments within the psst

gensration, "The mest impertant of these are the Chesber Beabiy Bibe
lical papyrl, the discovery of which was announced by Sz Frederic
Keryon in The Times of Nov, 17, 1931.,%345 The discovery snd value of

the Chester Beatty Bibliesl papyri  is discussed in Chapber V of this

‘Host of the manuseripts which have been used by the tezbual

eritics were writben on vellum or paprchment., leamuseripts were divide
ed inbo twe main classes: unelals, or majuscules, and cursives or

mirmseules, Unelsls were written In capital lebters., ZHach letier
e 1

wae formed sepavately and there were ne divisions bebwesn the words.

»

Cursive nanusoripbs werse written in smaller letters, in & running
hand, the letters being comnected and the words separated, Uncial
manuseripts were the esarliest, from the f@ﬁyﬁh to the ninth century;
whils eurs ives range frow the ninth to tie 9&?%@@%%* Q@ﬁw&fgazgé For
the sake of brevity it has becawe cusbomary to distingulsh unciale
by capital letters in Latin, Gresk or Hebrew (4, B8 , &% , ete.), and
cursives for the most part by Arabie numerals {1, 2, 3, &4, 13, 22,
33, ﬁ%@.}.zﬁ? Throughout this thesls, however, bthe manuseripts have
been designated by the common nawes such as, Codex Sinalticus; Codex

Ba ‘Kb&a

3

Vaticanus, ete,, for the sake of clarity.

&

The most isporbtant vellum Oreel manuseripbs are! Codex Vabie

canue and Codex 3insiticus. The impeortance of thess great unclal

)

maruseripbs is described in Chapber V of this thesls,
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47
develioped by the texbual erities in thelr work of restoring the orige

ginal test, Certain of these rules have proved of undoubted value, and

&3

some have become axions, P A swwmary of the rules of most importance

{1} The eritic must be a trained scholar
having & gensral knowledge of what must be
locked for in order to make a cholse of reads
ings. (2}, Every kind of evidense, intermal -
and external, concerning a samscript must be
taken into agcount according to ite indyinsic
values the place where and the conditions
under which 4t was found, bow it was prew
served, character of the writing, maberisls,
eto, (3} The =sources of the text amst be
sifted and elassified, and the authoritiss
for the varianbs nust be weighed rather tlan
numbered. A4 reading must be Judged by its
value, nob by the nuwbsr of its wibtnesses.
Upe  indeperddent wsanuscript may be worth a
socore bthat were copled from the same opigie
mal, (4} The restoration of the pure text
must be founded on the hisbory and genealogy
of the tembual variations, The ancestry of &
marmeordnt must be btraced as far ook ag pog~
sible, {5} The reading of an older manuseript
ia preferable to that of a later, besause it
is presuwmably neasrer the source, This is not
rigid, for sometimes a laler gopy may repre-
sent a mors saclent reading.  (6) In general,
the shorter reading is preferable %o the
longer, bescause inserilions and additions are
more probable than cmiszions. (7) The move
difficult and obscure reading Is preferable
to the one that is wores simple and sasy in
constructlon, A diffieuwlt reading might trou-
ble a seribe apd lsad to a change. (&) That
reading is preferable which best explains the
origin of the other vreadings or variations,
{9) That reading is preferable which best
suite the literary style of the aubthor, fop
gopyiste usually disregard the idicsyneresies
of the aubhor. (10) That weading whieh bears
the esrmarks of docirinal controversy should
be ruled oud in favoer of one which no snaple
cion is attached, {11} The agresment of the
mogt ancient witnesses of all classes decides
the true reading against all mediseval coples

1

L@




and printed editions. (12) The primsry ungi-
als, Sinaitic, Vatlican, BEphraem, and Alexan-
drian, espgoially the first bwo, if sustained
by anelent versicns and anteellicens citations,
subweigh all later aubthoritigs, and give us
prosusably the eriginsl %@ﬂzai &

)

In application these "pules" have to be employed togebher and

B, The Hessulbs of Texbudl Uritisisnm

The mere existonse of such an enormous nuvver of variations
in the text of the Hew Testzment has ﬁ@ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ@d to startle many Uhrise
tians. Some fear ihat the whole guestion of the discovery of the
trus text has besn thrown into hopeless confusion, The szact aubo-

graph texdb may never be gcompletely recovered, yebt the btext that the

2

textual eritices have made avallables at the present very nearly ape
« : b b 158
proaches the aubographs,

Hesteoobt and Horb have said:

The whele arsa of wvarlation bestween
readings thal have ever been admitled, or are
likely to be ever adumliited, Iinte any printed
texte s comparatively emally and & large
part of 1t is due merely o diffsrences be~
tween the early unoritical editions and the
texts formed within the last lwifegentury
with the help of the priceless documentary
evidense brought to light in recent times, 4
small fraction of the gross residus of dig-
puted words alone remains after the applica~
tion of the improved methods of coritlecism won
from the experience of nearly twe cenburles
of invesbigation and discussion, If comparaw
tive trivialities, such as changes of oprder,
the insertion or emission of the article with
proper names, and the like, are set aside,
the words in our opinion still subjeet to
doubi san hardly amount to movre than a thoue
gsandth part of the whole New Testament .




No fendemental doctrise of the Che
faith rests on a disputed reading.
referenses to mistakes and @&’%fg&“'&$
y@&”?ﬁgwﬁg might give rise to the doubt w %
ar the substance, as well as the langusge, of
the Bible is mﬁ% open Lo q%ﬁﬂwiﬁﬁ¢ it @%ﬁgwﬁ

be Lo strongly asserted that in zubsbtance

the text of the Bible is certain,... Ihe
Christisn cap fake the whole Bibls in kis

2543 4&@ gay wibthout fear or hesilation th
; s in 1% the btrue VWord of Ged, hande
ithout essenbial i@@g A?mmtgﬁﬂwV§§ia@

N 3 1 by G
to generabtion throughout the centuries, %

y st
te v—ﬁ
m
ﬁé &

e

Fo SBummary and Coneluslions

m S 0o, s A % B i Z % B gkt B S % 5 4
swamarye fhis chapber hes polnted ocub the faet thal, Dbescauss
peotcemaribunel 2 L

£ £ B, 2 yde I . ¢ ' o ¥’ [ s onomen I PR O SO e
of seribal and other errors, ocorruptlens have enbered into the text

idense by which the Bible text hasz been examined and

5 pudr 2 . s % 258 ol [, b ERPT R SR
restored by texbtual critlclisn was threefold, It consisted of (1)

useripbs, (2) Versions, {3} Cuctetions in the Church Pathers. Ag the

textual critics have undertaken thelr work they have opsrats

taln miding principles or rules, Today, as a result of the

5 5 E 5 N - - N G ORI J .
lazbors of the btexbtual erities, there existe a btext of Lhe Gresk New

rproaches the original text,

5 Y i L, prmd e & £ gy
2z Lo certaln recognized authorities in

icims the following conclusions
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The Greek menuseripbts are the nost direct and sorbant source
used by the texbusl eritics in their work of restoring the purest pose

of the New Tesbament. Hamuseripte are divided Inio twe

elagmes? the vellun manuseripts and the papyrus manuscs
vellme manuseripbs ave further divided inbo two groups: unclsls
{written in capital i@%ﬁ%@%}y of which 212 have been cataloged; and
mirmseunles {writien in cursive @ggiﬁﬁg of which 2,429 have been cabe

alogaed.~ 7 The uncial manuscripbts have been known Zfor the lon

are copponly designated In a crifiesl sprarabus by cople

. n

tal letters of the Reman and Gresk slphabete, and by one Hebrew lebe
ter £X {41 leph)., Thus, the twe oldest vellum manuseriphs, Codex Vabie

canus and Codex Sinalticus are referred to, respectively, as O ang

5 WY [ S, g o £ Lt vy 3 £ " o,

% (2leph). However, in this study %&m%ﬁ two manuseripts are desige
rnted by thelr full names - Codex VYatlcanus snd Codex 8inaibicus.

The mapuseripbs made of papyrus are commonly listed separately

from those made of vellum. Only fifty-one Greek papyri are actuslly

et Y oy gl E:&- 4 Gt %m:*,} i é} refer Lo %?A reered v Phe Teatdse
HOUWHR L0 gRLEG. &8 & WY W0 eLel v 58 pDFYL OF Loe Lanner

P followed by & smell superlor nusber, The most

seripts in this elass ars the Chester Beabty Fapyrl of the Hew Testa=
ALY . . . . e )

menb.+oY  In this study  these manuseripte are called by thelr book
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B
were more leaves to be had; and he did not want to pub anyone else on
the track, OSo he merely sald ithat the leaves appesred to have bee

alwaye lylng in hiding in Egypt or at any rate in the neighborhood of

Egvpt. This was & trae statement Dbub a very ingenicus economy of

Hine years later Tischendorf was able to¢ revisit the monastery
abt Sinsi, but this time he could oblain no news of the manuseript,
He supposed then, that sowe more fortunate treveller had carried off
the prige for wileh he was seeking. 3ix years lster, however, he was
back again., This time he worked on the manuseripbs visible in the
library of the monssbery, bubt s2bill he recsived no word of the lost
treasure he was seeking until, on the last evening of his stay, he
showed to the steward of the monastery a copy of the edition of the

Septuagint which he had produced 2 few years befors, ‘hereupon the

15

e
fa3
Focid
e
o
pid
&

steward replied that he also had & copy Qi the Sepbuagint.

Iy

e

e

took from & shelf a pareel wrapped in cloth., As he wunwrappesd the

¢

eloth there was revealed to Tischendorf's astonished eyes a mass of
leaves which he easily recognized as belonging te his long-sought
m&mmsafi?&.iéﬁ

This was a far greater prize than Tischendorf{ had ever had
reason bo expect or even hope for. Not only were there 199 more

-

leaves of the Uld Testament, bub the whole Hew Testament was there,

7

complete from beginning to snd, with the Epistle of Barnabus and part
of the "Shepherd" of Hermas, As one can well imegine Tischendorf was
almost besids himsell with d@ligﬁ%.zé@ In his own writings he dese

eribes this discovery thuss




Bot ¢i11 I reached my chamber did I glve
mysell up te the overpowering impressiocn of
the reality; my wildest hopes and dreams were
more than acecmplished, I knew that in my
hands I held an incowparable treasure for
Christien learning, While in the deepest emoe
tion I now recognized, too, on the leaves bee
fore my eyes in pale characters, the super-
seription 'The Shepherd.' In fact, there lay
vefore me not only the entire Epistle of Bare-
nabas, bubl also a portion of the Shepherd of
Hermas, DBoth these writings were regarded by
many conpregations before the nmiddle of the
fourth cenbury as constituent parts of the
Hew Testament, but had wellenigh disappeared
after the Church had once declared them apog-
ryphal, The bocks of the New Testament wers
completes what an lowense advantage over our
mogt rencwned Bible manuscripis - the Vatie
canus and the Alexandrinel Of the Uld Testaw-
menb, nobt only were those eighty-six leaves
regovered, bub - and how precipus was every
single leaf ~ one lmndred and twelve othsrs
begldes, ineluding zll the poetiecal books.

It was past eight in the evening; one
lamp feebly 1it my chamber; there were ne
means of warsing, although in the morning it
had been iey ecld in the convent, Bubt in th
presence of the found treacsure it was nol pose
sible for me to sleep. I imediately sebl my-
self te work bo copy off the Epistle of Bare
nabag, whose first paurt was hitherto knoan
enly in a defective letin translation., It
was slear %to me that I must copy the whole
manpseript, if I should noi_ be able to get

7

possession of the original.*~V

The next day Tischendorf asked if he might take the entire
manuseript to Calre in order to copy it. The Supsrior was absent,
and one monk objected, so Tischendorf departed without it., Un ap-
plying to the Superior at Cairc, where s branch of the monastery wes
located, the latiter gave permission for Tischenderf to eopy the manue
seript, A camel-prider was sent by the Superior to febteh ik, From
Caire, then, the menmseript was handed cubt sheet by shest for Tis-

e ; 73
chenderf and hiz sssistants to @o§§.z‘“
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59
Two editions of the Vatleanus were published in 1857 and 1859
by Cardinsl Mal., Bubt these two édi%ians differed so much Ifrom one
another that bobh were evidently unbrustworthy. Fellowing thess two
antrustworthy editions of the Codex Vaticanus, Tischendorl fellt it
was time someone published an a&emr&t@ editlon of this manuseript.
So he visited Rome in 1866, and with grest diffienliy obbtained pere
migsion to @x&m&é@ partisular passages of the manuscript over a perled
of fourteen days. He was only alleowed ihres working howrs in each
day. In his eagerness he exceeded terms of his permission by copying
Lwe n@w pages in full and s 2 result the manuseript was withdrawn,
He Vﬁ?ﬁz@iﬁﬁﬁ as %Aé result of his examination he was able to publish

fié@@ﬁ of

@f%

in lgé( an edition which was a great help in placing the

g

this supremely lmportent manuseript in the hands of schelars, Tie-
chendorf s edition was supplemenbed in 1868 by an edition of the Hew
Tegtament prepared for the Vatican 1tsell by Vercellone and (ozza.
This was followed in luter yeers by an edition of the Uld Testament L 75

Under the ausplees of Pope leo ALIL in 1889-18%0, the Vatlcan
Pregs lssued & phobogrephlc facsimile of the sntire manuseriph, Ghus
it became cbbtainable by libraries and accessible to scholars throughe
out the world. 79

The Codex Vatisanus dates from the middle of the fourth century.
It is written on fine thin wvellem, in smell, bul clear and nest un~
eial letters., Thers are ithree colwmms, of forty lines sach, Lo a

guarto page. The pages measure %ien by eleven and one-half Inches,

It is more accurately written than the Sinaiticus manuscript, and is



&0
probably a 1itile older, but it is nol as complete, It was apparent-
ly copled in Hgypbt by two or three very skillful scribes. Tischene
dorf hae obssrved the fact that the seribe of the Hew Testament 1n the

he Hew

[
ot

Vaticanus manuscript was the same who wrote a few pages in
Tegtament of Codex Sinsiticus along with the opening verses of the
Apoualypse, beside corrections, This fact seems to point oub the
fact thet both mamseripbs belong to the same age aﬁd gountry, On
the other hand, Lhe correctlions, the remarkable differences In the
order of the books of the Hew Testament, and other peculiarities,
slearly indicate different and indspendsnt sources Irom which sash
one é&ﬁ derived. These fasts make thelr unibed festlmony all the

stronger and the corrections in bobh ensble scholars to some sxtent

to foliow the history of the bexh, o0

&

The Vaticanus contains the Sepbuagint Version of the Cld Teste

¥

ment minue some passages. The New Testament is gomplete ag far ag He
brews 9114, Ab that polnt the manuseript breaks off, The Pastoral
Epistles, Philemon, and the Apocalypse are lost.i6d

lost modern texbual crities agres that the Vatiecanus is, wupon
the whole, the best as well as one of the oldest mamuseripis now known
{the Chester Beatby papyrl exceed it in age, but not in value), Howe
ever, it must be used with proper regard to all obher souwrces of evie
dence, 1t has numercus correcbions made by & contemporanesus hand,
and was supplied with aceents and %r%&ghiﬁgﬁ by & third hand in the
tenth century op later., It is more free from Wesbern or Alexandrian
readings than is Codex Sinaitious, but with the Sinaibicus mamuscript

it presents on the whole the simplest, shorbest, and conclsest text,
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the greatest discovery of Biblical manuscripts since the discovery of
Codex Sinaiticus by Tischendorf. This important find was the discove

-

ery of the group of papyri now known as the Chester Beatty Biblieal
“apyri. ALl the cireumstances of the find have nsver bsen fully re-
vealed, and perhaps never will be for the natives who made the dise
covery do not tell all they know. %The papyri are sald to have bsen
found In & Coptlie graveyard, enclosed in one or more jars, OUther
papyri from time to time have been similarly found. It was an an-
e¢lent custom to use Jars or buckebs as receptaclies for bﬁ%k@@zgé

The natives who found these papyri sold them to dealers, The
dealsrs in turn sold to collectors and other interested people. The
bulk of the collecticn: was in time acquired by a Hy, Chester Beatiy,
a well-known American who was residing in Zngland., He wae the owner
of a magnificent eollection of illuminated manuseripts, both Western
and Qriéﬂtal, Some of the  leaves and fragments, however, were acw
quired by the University of %ishig&nﬂ and a few are in other hands.
It 1s cquite possible thal others of this group may yet bturn up for
native discoversrs are apt to divide thelr spoils; and dealers somse
times will hold back a portion of a cwli&c%i@m.i%?

The dlscevery econsisted of portions of twelve nanuscripts,
eight containing books of the Uld Testament and the other three cone
taining books of the Hew Testament , 08

The UHew Testament books are of exceps
tional importance. One was originally a copy
of all four Gospels and the Acts, wriititen in
a small hand which palaeographers agree in
assigning to the {irst half of the third eene

tury = that ie to say, & ﬁa&%ggy older than
the Vaticanus and Slmaiticus,™™’
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I ret mamuseript of the group, Uhisty lsaves have been

&
15
@
b

pragerved out of an original tobal of 1101 two are of Matthew, six of
Hark, seven of Luke, %wo of John, and thirtesen of Acts, Those of

iatthew are almost negligible fragments, and those of Mark and Acts

o

are small, bubl sufficlent to be very useful, Michigan University ac-
quired several small fregments of this manuscript which t&@y’gﬁﬁ&fé
eusly transferred to the Beatty eollection. In addition there are
Viennza some seraps of Matthew which combine with the Beatty frag-
&@ﬂ%s.igﬁ

The second Hew Tegtament manuseript was snnounced originally as
containing ten imperfect leaves of a codex of @&% Fauline Bpistles,

&

which included portions of Romans, Fhilipplans, Colossisns, and I
Thessalonians, However, subsequent discoveries have increassd the muse
ber of leaves in this group. First it wes annocunced that the Unlver-
g#ity of Hichigan had acguired thirty leaves of the same mamuﬁ@ripﬁ in
much more perfect condition, and then later Mr. Beatty announced that
he had acguired fority-siz more leaves, also, in excellent condition.
Therefore, now Bibllical scholars have in their hands nearly the whole
of a copy of the Iplstles of Fesul, This manusceript is wr ﬁﬁ@ﬁ in a
fine hand and 1z dated as having been written not later thsn the nid-
dle of the third &@ﬁ%umy,lgl In this manuseript scheolars have

coo notable additlion to the texbual apparae

tus of the ZIEplstles of 3t, Faul, in a2 copy

wr¢%t&& ﬁﬁﬁé abeut a csnbury and a half ﬂﬁéwr

g death,~"*

dnd it may be further stated thab:

ossbhe Chester Beatbty Papyrus of the &ﬁ%%@r@‘ o
of Paul presents substantially the same text >



2t

with whish we are familiar in the bust mod-
ern versions of the Bible., Indeed this very
Taet is the most significant thing about the
maruscripb, Here 1s our oldest copy of Faul's
letters, and it emphatically econfirms the ae-
suragy and $ﬁ2§~,%$$ of the general texbual
traditicfiesee™’

The third New Testament manuscript in the %ﬁ&tty group  oone
sists of ten leaves (aboub one-third of the whole] of the book of
Revelation., This sapuseript was written Iin the third centuwry.  Proe
fessur U, Wileken, who 1s one of the greatest papyrologists, places
it as having besn wriltten near the beglaning of the third cenbtuyy, or
sust afber 200 A, D.i%h

It will %@ &@@ﬁg then,; that in these three papyrus manuseripts
all the books, more or less, of the New Testament are represented In
copies %ﬁi@h can be oconfldently assigned %o the third cenbury. A
lapge part of the gap which had existed bebwsen the originsl writers
and the earliest samuscripts hitherto svailable has thus been filled,™”

Bruce %é%ﬁg@? aﬁés thig furbher &&m&%&% &ﬁ to the value of the
Chester Beabtiy Fapyel to the knowledge of the New Testament text,

The question may be asked, How does the
discovery of thess three manuscriplbs nedify
our knowledge of the history of the transmis~
sion of the New Testament text? Il may be
said, first of all, that they emphatleally
confirm the general szcundness of the text of
the Greek Tsatament., They agree, by and
large, with the {¢ext whieh the Chureh has
always regarded as eanonicsl. Thely lupor-
tance, morecver, ig of the highest in shed-
ding more light upon the vexing probless cons
cerning the distribution and antiquity of
certain types of variant readings. The papyri
do not support wholeheartedly any one of the
previcusly lsclated types of families of New
Testament text, To use the terminology popu-
lariged by Westeott and Hort, the text of,..
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(the codex of the Gospels
[the codex of the Faulins
mediate besbween the Neut
lies ef the text of the
lng somewhat eloser on the whele fo the
er then to the latber.... 7The most exhause
tive lnvestigation of the texbual affinities
ofeee Lbe codex of the book of Revelatien])
‘reveals 1t to be quite eclossly related to
codex Sinaiticus of the fourth century and
to the ninth century minuscule 1841, both of
which ?@‘%&g@§%é a btype of text currant ab

Be SBummary and Conclusions

Summary. The Oreek manuscripts are the mest
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for the textual critle in his work of rpestoring the purest possible
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The text supplied by these three manuscripts shows remarkable agree-

2 ey gmay @ gn et R
thess manuseripbe 1o also

anclent version and, or, & custation

variant reading is corpect, In

have given sueh information upon

Conglusions., As & resulbt of the study made in this

has besun pointed ocubt that according to the findings of »
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It is one thing %o have & goaly bub it is ancther thing %o ree

alize that goal. The texbual critics knew that the sclenve of besw
bwal sriticism wes needed, but how they were going to develop tha
seience was anobher matber. The textual critics came o adopt a gene

eral set of rules of procedurs which even apply, more or lsss, todey,

ot

t was found that in the maln there were three lmportant clssses of

#

evidence hearing testimony to the text of the Hew Testament, These

ﬁ,
C’i‘i

three mein evidencss for the text of the New Testament were: (1) the

mamseripts {2} the versions {3} quotations from the Church fathers,

.

The manuscripts have been the most lmportant, but their testimony has

nesded Lo be corrsborsted with the other evidenzes,
reading in a memaseripb was supportsd by evidsnce of sush a reading
in the versions and in a quotation from g Chureh father, then, there
was strong gupport for the faot thalt sush a variant was avthentie, As
g regult of their work texbual critics believe thab Lhey have very

nesrly recovered the true bext which was conlained in the originsl

The elgnificance of bthe most lumportant Greek manuseripis supe
porting the present text of the lew Testament was studied in chapter
five, From the many lmportant menuseripts three wers selected as

being of special importance, These three were: Lodex Sinalticus and

gy
Codex Vaticanus {vellum manuscripis)s; and the Chester Beatiy Papyri

{popyrus manuseript te). The Codex Sinsiticus and Codex Vaticanus are

[N

e

the two most importent vellum wanuseripbs and thelr eoncurrent fest

4,

mony give us a text which most textual crities believe may be traced

to the early part of the second eentury. The Chester Beatty Fapyrl

G sl
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Te Iwangellical Biblical scholarship must be ever kept vitally

2

G. Suggestions for Further w*fewé:,iw tion

A4 profitable study could be made of the value of the Ureek
papyri, both Biblisal and non-Biblical, with reference Lo thelr sige

nificance to Hew Teslament translation. In this study only an inves

tigation of the impertance of the Chester Beatiy Papyrl was made,

There are numerous obher fragments of Biblical papyrl whose dlscovery

has added greatly to a betbter understanding of the Gresk Few Testae

%

fdo

ment. Then, too, ithe pon-Riblical papyrl have added greatly to the

the Eoine Grosi,

ety

hnowledge o
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