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Ney &, 1965,

Deaxr Mary and Cecilies

One thlng that I eapocinllynéik. about the Bunaay
Ovegonian is the cross wor puzzle that it conftains, Not that I
ever work that puzzle, but that it gives me an exouse to write a
letter to you, Thic time 1'd pot have needed it, for that call by
long dietence last evening would have given me a good reason Lo say
how much I appreciate this monthly call == well, I can't pulb.cn pa=
per how much I appreciate 1b, but can assure you that I do appreciate
it very much, I makees a bright spot in the darkesti day.

I've tried to call Bertha May and Leon repea.edly this
af ternoon, but I gebt no response, so I suppose they are visiting
somebody, perhaps the girls, Guess I'll try calling them,

- ii### I've tried both £234~6340 and 228-2849 agmin and
AG#IN AND AGRIN (Capitals unintentional and macrons poorly q?ced)
got no response from either place, I'll call again later,

I've had my dinner -- I suppose it is dinner, or maybe
it's supper -- braised short ribe of beef, fried potatoes, fried on-
ions, bread and butter, chococlate cake with ground nut meais in
it, which the directions did not call for, red raspvberry jelly, and
milk, my favorite beverage.

I called this afterncon on Curtis Parker and Carl Miller,
and the other day I called on Gervas Carey., All four of us lost
our wivesin less than the past five years, They all make me think
that they like to have me call, I don't do it often enough to bare
them much even if they didn't iike 16,

Did I tell you about the will of Dr, Harlan ¥, Ong, who
graduated from Pacific College in 1896%? He left $1,200,000 (or
was it £1,600,000? but what's a few hundred thousand dollars when
you get into such high figures®) to the Pirst Friends Church of
Portland, He kept "the dead hand" on the gift, as they say, for
the will provided that none of the principal can be used, only
the incomej and none of the income can be used for either education
or foregin missions, The income alone, at only four per centyis
$48,000.00, as I figure it, and that's more than enocugh to carry
on the entire expenses of that meeting, new buildings and all if
they want to enlarge.

A gift like that might kill a meeting, and would almost
surely do it if they ddd not do something drastic about it. They
have already started a move in that direction, They could continue
to make their budget as large as ever or larger, and turn all the
money they raise to education and foreign missions, and I rather
think that is what they plan to do. In a matter of years they could
build a college chapel, and that is certainly needed -- there may
be an auditurium acoustically worse than the gymnasion, but I do
not know where such an auditorium is,

Perhaps you know what is back of this strange legacy,
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which, however much good it may do is not, in my Judgment, greatly
to the credit of Dr. Ong, I suppose nohody now living could be sure
of the exact detalls of the thing that angered Dr, Ong and he held
the grudge for nearly seventy years, How much he owed the college
when he graduated I do not know, His sister also attended the col~
lege, though her name is not in the directory (left cut along with
the name of Herbert Hoover), and the future Dr, Ong was to pay that
indebtedness, too., He made his way through medical college, and
set up in private practice on less than the proverblal shoesstring,
according to the doctor's friends, I wae told that a cloth-covered
LOX was his deek, and a few instruments in a hand bag constituted
his only equipment,

The colleye was in need of money, 25 always, and Seth
Mills, a member of the college board and ite treasurer, wae Lrying
Lo coilec§ debis that were stiil owed by former students, (When
We came to (Oregon Lnhere were 520,000 of such debts owed by former
students.) When he tried to collec® from Dr, Ong, he got no money
=~ Dr, Ong's friends say that he did not have it -=- but they did
have plenty of words that had better kawe been left unsaid., I{ is
Sald that Mills threatened to sue for the debt. At any rate the
incident so angered Dr. Ong that he was the cecllege's enemy from
that time on until his death.

fducation made him what he was; without it he could never
have succeeded professionally as he did, though nobedy can say that
he would not have succeeded financially. At any rate ncvne of the
means he left can be used for foreign missions, and his anger ab
Pacific College is, I suppose, responsible for his provision that
none of the income from his legacy can be used for education.

I remember only one time that I ever talked with Dr.
Ong, and that was soon after I began my work for the collezge. He
told me of his grievance; without trying to place blame, I tried
to Lersuade him to be big enough to disregard whatever he had suf-
fered and live as though it had never happened, but he did not give
ke the slightest grounds for hope that what I said had changed his
attitude in the least, He not cnly died withcout leaving anything
to the college, but he must have thought that he was giving it a
big slap-ine-the=face by provifiing that none of hie gift shculd ever
be used for education.

David and Florence Thomas were at church this morning,
and they were recognized and spoke very briefly at the close of
the service. They are returning to the Bolivian mission field of
the yearly meeting, after some years following their first term d.wn
there. The yearly meeting has a very different relationship to the
werk in Bolivia and now Peru from that of former years, It is now
purely a native church, by government requirement, and the workers
from here are working for them, though supported by this yearly meet-
ing. David will have his work mostly in assisting the native
leaders. (You will remember, I think, that David was one of the
students who during the years have lived up on the sleeping porch
upstairs here, He started the church at Netarts, which is now a

monthly meeting with a nich church building, all paid for, and a
oarsonige, alsg paid for, A&fter their ﬂrss Igg:p in Bolivia he was
called back to that church and they served there till just ricently.
They are leaving before this week 1s over, next Friday, I believe.

A44# 1 finally got Leo a2 May i;igaain in the
hospital, as 1 feared. She was : i  ’:.§inén§’
 and when they got to the hospital qu:Qg,>¢ n,

)
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a specialist of some order, I iudsc from what Leon sald, who said
that there was & good deal of inflammation in the region of that
block in the bowels, and they are giving her heavy shots of peni-
cillin, and i that doee not bring speedy relief they eay that sur=-
gery will be needed, Leon will go to the hospital in the morning,
and will let me know by noon what the situation is at that time,

If things look as if I ought to be down there ['ll be going not later
than tomorrow afternoon,

But there are two or three other letters that I ought
to write before I go to bed, and I'd better geb at them,

I do hope that health of both of you msy improve &s the
days pass, and that it may not be long until you may feel that you
can begin to make definite plans to be out here soon after school
closes for ‘the summer,

with love, &8s ever and for ever,

verpes

Dr. and Mrs, Cecil 7, Pearson,
P. 0, Box 241,
Greene, Yew York,
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