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I+for+the+gifted.ipg

The sign tell us that this school is for gifted (smart) students. The door is a pull
door, but this young fella is trying to push the door. There is incongruity here and when
we recognize the incongruity we laugh.

How many of us see incongruity all the time and sometimes become frustrated,
but sometimes we just have to laugh. We know God is doing something, we just don't
know how he’s going to work it all together.

Abraham, is being told, you are going to have a son, and he’s looking at all the
evidence in front of him and just has to laugh. But Abraham is known as a man of faith.
(S) Faith sustains us through the incongruities of life

Let’s keep reading about this story. In Chapter 18, three mysterious visitors come
to see Abraham and Sarah. As we read this, we see that these three visitors could be
angels of the Lord or, this could be a theophany - the Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
coming to visit Abraham. During this meeting in verse 10 we read:

(S) Genesis 18:10-15

1 Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next

year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.”
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him.
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11 Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of

childbearing. 2 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn

out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”

13Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will 1

really have a child, now that I am old?’ '*Is anything too hard for the Lord? I

will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”

15Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.”

But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

For years Abraham and Sarah were living in an unfulfilled promise. And here,
one more time, she’s hearing this promise and laughs to herself.
Have you ever gotten the giggles at a time when laughter was really inappropriate? In
school, in church, during a funeral? One of the hardest things to stop is laughter at
inappropriate times. Sarah hearing this promise and recognizing the incongruity, laughs,
but then she gets busted.

God keeps his promises, and when we fast forward to Genesis 21, we see this:

(S) Genesis 21:5-7

S Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.

®Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about

this will laugh with me.” 7 And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham

that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”

They finally had that son - Isaac! His name means, He Laughs. Who laughs here?
Abraham and Sarah after years of sorrow are laughing with joy. But also, God may be
laughing because a 100-year-old man and a 90-year-old woman are now responsible for a
baby.

This story is one of the formative stories for God’s people, and it results in laughter.

When they shared how God had rescued them throughout history, they may look back on

this story to encourage each other, and to share the laughter.
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(S) Laughter is meant to be shared

In this story, Abraham and Sarah both laugh at God, but they also retold this story
to Isaac as he was growing up, and they probably laughed at themselves. Sometimes we
take ourselves too seriously and we can't laugh at our own mistakes and foolishness. But
when God saves us and transforms us, we should be willing to laugh because God has done
a wonderful, surprising thing.

As we share this laughter, we bring joy and cheer to others. When you have a great
joke, one of the joys of that joke is sharing it with others. And as we share laughter, we
find that:

(S) Laughter is Healing

We’ve all heard the expression, “laughter is the best medicine.” That’s not always
true because sometimes actual medicine is the best medicine. But laughter can be healing,
especially when we are able to laugh at our own foolishness.

I love the book of Proverbs because it is full of short statements of truth. One that
is particularly relevant to our interests is:

(S) Proverbs 17:22

22 A cheerful heart is good medicine,
but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.

There have been all kind of studies to see what laughter does to us. It releases
chemicals into our brains that actually changes our attitudes. There are moments for
seriousness but being overly serious leads to a crushing spirit.

Laughter can be used as a weapon, but laughter can also be used to heal. The

healing properties of laughter really come when we are able to laugh at ourselves.
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If we take ourselves so seriously that we can’t laugh at our own mistakes, then
that is an indicator that pride is ruling our lives. But when we are able to laugh at
ourselves, we are practicing humility. We are acknowledging our imperfections. When we
share our stories with others and invite people into our laughter then we can build
relational bridges. But if we take ourselves too seriously, then we build relational walls.
Jesus invites us to embrace joy, together. Laughter helps build those bridges. And your
willingness to embrace joy, to tell your embarrassing stories, may be a great
encouragement to others.

One of the challenges that we have in the Bible is that, while Jesus said things that
appear to be humorous, we have no record of him actually laughing. This was one of the
challenges that church leaders in the 300s and 400s had with laughter in the church. They
were so serious and would chastise Christians for laughing.

We have this picture of Jesus as being overly serious. Even his disciples thought
he wanted to be super serious all the time. Let’s look at one more passage in the gospel of
Luke.

(S) Luke 18:15-17

15 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on

them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. '® But Jesus called the

children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. !’ Truly I tell
you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will
never enter it.”

Jesus loved babies and children. He wants his followers to be childlike.

Simplicity, freedom, play, laughter - these are all characteristics that young children

display.
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Is there anything better than the sound of a baby laugh? When you hear a child
laughing, there is such freedom. Sometimes they don’t even know why they are laughing
but they just love to laugh.

There is a study that goes around from time to time saying children laugh 300
times a day while adults only laugh 20 times a day. That 300 times a day, probably isn’t
accurate, but children do laugh more than 20 times a day. I know some adult who
probably don’t laugh 5 times a day. When Jesus is inviting his followers to be like
children, he is inviting them to walk in simplicity, in joy and in play.

We make Jesus too serious. But Jesus loved kids. Will we be more childlike in our
faith? What would that look like?

I love kids who are able to just jump in and play with other kids at the park. It’s
amazing. They don’t try to size each other up, they just want to play. I remember my first
friend in kindergarten. His name was Casey. We became friends because we were both
wearing belts. That’s it, and then we played together at recess all year.

Jesus wants us to have childlike faith, one of the starting points is by learning to
laugh well.

(S) Next Step: I will embrace laughter

How can we do that? Well first, share your own embarrassing stories.

Share your favorite jokes, preferably jokes that are not mean or vindictive. The Bible
does tell us to avoid coarse joking. Share your favorite light-hearted jokes.

Maybe this week, instead of reposting articles supporting your political leanings,
why don't you post only jokes on Facebook.

Recognize the incongruity of life and look for the humor in those moments. You
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will not be disappointed. There are moments for seriousness but being overly serious
leads to a crushing spirit.
(S) Next Step: Memorize Proverbs 17:22

Maybe you are not yet following Jesus, and you think that Jesus just wants
everyone to be sad and serious. But the story of the Bible ends with great joy, and the
Bible is full of stories that, when we understand the context, are full of humor. Today I
want to invite you to re-evaluate Jesus and humor and come to him with simplicity. He
invites us to know his joy.

(S) Next Step: Become a follower of Jesus
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TITLE: Laughter and Transformation

DATE: April 22, 2018

SERIES: Plot Twist

TEXT: Matthew 5:27-30; 6:5-8; 6:19-21; 7:1-5, Jonah
BIG IDEA: Jesus uses humor to transform our hearts
MEMORY VERSE: Jonah 4:11

Good morning! Today is the last week in our short series called plot twist. We
have been looking at how God does surprising things, and those surprises should lead to
joy and laughter. We started by looking at the resurrection of Jesus, and his playful
interactions with his disciples, after he was raised and the joy that filled their hearts.

Then we looked at the plot lines of tragedy and comedy. And we talked about how
Jesus changes our stories. Ultimately for followers of Jesus, no matter what happens to us
our story’s trajectory is ultimately going back to restoration and joy. We will be with
Jesus for eternity.

Last week we looked at how humor can be formative to a community and we
talked about Abraham and Sarah and their child Isaac, which means laughter. The Bible
invites us to embrace joy, and joy is meant to be shared in community.

This week we are going to look at how. Jesus uses humor to transform our hearts.
(S) Big Idea: Jesus uses humor to transform our hearts

Let’s begin by reading some passages from one of Jesus’ most famous teachings.
It’s called the Sermon on the Mount. You can find this sermon in Matthew 5 and it runs
through Matthew 7. In this message Jesus is calling people back to the heart of God’s law.
And there are times when he is intense with direct images and words. There are other

times when he uses some of the tools that comedians use to communicate truth. These

tools have been around for a long time. It would make sense that Jesus puts them to good
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use. We are going to look at a few passages from this message that reveal how Jesus uses

(S) Jesus uses:
Hyperbole - intentional exaggeration to make a point
Ridicule - humor that stings
Incongruity - recognizing inconsistency
These are all devices that can be used to generate humor, but they also tend to
have a little bit of a barb to them, especially if we see Jesus is talking about us. However
if we listen to the words of Jesus with humility, then we can see these elements for what
they are, and we can let the words of Jesus speak to our hearts and change our hearts. We
can learn to laugh at ourselves, and at the same time ask Jesus to help us become more
and more like him.
Let’s jump into the first example. Jesus uses hyperbole in Matthew 5:27.
(S) Matthew 5:27-30
27%“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 2 But I
tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed
adultery with her in his heart. ?° If your right eye causes you to stumble,
gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your
body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 3* And if your right
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you
to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
(S) Jesus uses Hyperbole
Hyperbole is intentional exaggeration. Here Jesus is using hyperbole to strengthen
his point. The reason this use of hyperbole is helpful is because it is memorable. No one

in this room takes it seriously though, because there would be a lot more people with no

eyes and fewer hands. Does Jesus really want his people to cut their hands off and gouge
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their eyes out? No. What does Jesus want? He wants to change our hearts. Jesus knows
that willpower isn’t enough. When we face temptation willpower will only help for so
long. The drastic measure of gouging your eyes out so you won’t commit lust, won’t
actually keep you from giving in to lust. Why? Because it’s not an eyes issue, it’s a heart
issue. Fundamentally,

(S) Lust is an unhealthy desire for something or someone that isn’t meant for you

But Jesus is mocking the extreme measures that the religious people would go to
avoid sin. Adultery is the visible sin, lust is the invisible sin in the heart. Jesus wants to
change our hearts. When we struggle with lust, or really any sin, we have a moment of
decision. We should put safeguards in our lives, perhaps people who can keep us
accountable. But instead of cutting of our hands and gouging out our eyes, here’s the
sensible thing: When temptation begins creeping into our hearts and minds, stop and ask
the Holy Spirit not to blind our eyes or cut off our hands, but ask the Holy Spirit to help
change our hearts.

Hyperbole can reveal some of the ridiculous things that we do. Ridicule is humor
that stings, It can be used in a way that wounds people, but Jesus uses ridicule to try to
set people free. Let’s look at Matthew 6:5.

(S) Matthew 6:5-8

S«And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray

standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others.

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. * But when you pray,

go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.

Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. ” And

when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will

be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him.
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(S) Jesus uses Ridicule

In this passage Jesus is mocking the religious spirit that believes that the more
fervent the prayer, the more words, the higher the chances that God will hear you. Jesus is
making fun of this whole idea. Prayer is not a performance for others to watch, and it’s
not about impressing God with your understanding of theological terms. These people are
praying for God to do something wonderful and to bless them. You should pray to God.
But because some are making this a show, Jesus says their whole reward is that they will
look religious. What a terrible reward.

The audience at this moment would have been laughing because they all knew
someone who was a prolific public pray-er.

Jesus ridicules the publicly religious while simplifying what it means to pray. Be
brief, be private, you don’t need to try to impress anyone. Seek Jesus. When we observe
things that are ridiculous, and we want to encourage change, pointing out the absurdity of
these things can help us to think about the issue differently.

I know to many in this room, the idea of praying out loud makes you nervous. But
don’t let that fear of public prayer keep you from praying. God hears you and loves to
hear from you.

When my kids were little and learning to talk, I didn’t tell them to be more
impressive when addressing me, their father. I was just so excited that they were talking.

When Jesus calls us to childlike faith, why wouldn’t he include childlike - simple
prayers?

Sometimes, there is room to point out the ridiculous things that religious people

do. And that leads to the next element Incongruity. Let’s look at Matthew 7:1.
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(S) Matthew 7:1-5

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge

others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured

to you.

3%“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no

attention to the plank in your own eye? * How can you say to your brother,

‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,” when all the time there is a plank in

your own eye? 3 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and

then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
(S) Jesus uses Incongruity

Matthew 7:1! This is our culture’s favorite verse in the whole Bible, everyone
seems to have memorized this verse, especially if they are doing something that they
know they should not be doing. This verse and Genesis 1:29, where God says, “I give
you every seed-bearing plant,” how many pot heads are like, “Don’t judge me bro, I’'m
consuming a seed-bearing plant. And have you ever really thought about your hands
bro?”

People love to stop at verse 1 and not keep going. Jesus’ point here is not that we
shouldn’t confront sin. The point that Jesus is making is that we need to confront our own
sin first.

The incongruity here is that we see the small thing that someone else is doing and
miss the huge problem in our own lives. We get on Facebook and rant and rave against
the sins of our age, gay marriage, drug abuse, abortion. These are all contrary to God’s
design for human flourishing. But, in doing that, we are letting the sin of pride destroy
our hearts and our witness to the world.

Even reading this parable, there are people in this room who are thinking about

other people with planks in their eyes. And how do I know we are doing that? Because |
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do it too. We would much rather make a big deal about someone else’s incongruity than
our own.

Here’s why this is important: Because if we are willing to recognize our own
incongruity, our own foolish pride, then we can foster humility in our hearts and our
lives. If we can recognize when we are being hyperbolic, ridiculous and incongruous, we
can own it. But if we are walking around with a false pride, we are putting on a show to
the world. When we see other people doing the same thing, we can be more gracious
towards them, because truthfully, we are all just trying to figure this life out.

Jesus gives us a path forward. Jesus embraces humor, he is a perfect example of
humility. He invites us to laugh, to love others, and to be a blessing in this world. But we
need to take Jesus seriously, and take ourselves less seriously.

When we take ourselves too seriously, we live our agenda and we miss God’s
agenda. Let me tell you a story that uses hyperbole, the ridiculous, and incongruity and
reveals the hearts of God’s people. It’s the book of Jonah.

Jonah is one of my favorite books in the Bible. It is one of the prophetic books,
but it’s different because it’s pretty much all story, there aren’t a lot of prophetic
messages. There is one message, and even that was the bare minimum.

One of the challenges with the book of Jonah is that we are really familiar with
one key element of the story. What is it? The great fish. Jonah was swallowed by a great
fish and people get hung up on this piece of the story. The fish is not the point.

I believe that Jonah is a satirical book. These events happened. Jesus referred to
them in his ministry. But why did Jonah write this out? So that others would learn from

his foolishness. We are not going to read this whole book, but let’s focus on key elements
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of the story. First, God calls Jonah:

(S) Jonah 1:2

2%Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its

wickedness has come up before me.”

Nineveh was the capital of Assyria. They were enemies of Israel. They were truly
awful to their enemies. You would think this prophet would love to go have words with
these people. Finally, God is going to give Nineveh what they deserve, but what actually
happens?

(S) Jonah 1:3

3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down

to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he

went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.

Jonah is booking a ticket on a boat that is going to take him to the edge of the
known world. He is running from God. When he gets in the boat, he goes to the lowest
part of the boat. Why? He knows he’s disobeying God, and he is trying to hide from him.
There is a sense of hyperbole here. Jonah is going to the extreme!

Who else tried to hide from God? Adam and Eve. This is a constant theme in the
Bible - when we know we are sinning, we feel shame and we try to hide. Can we really
hide from God? No. It’s ridiculous to think we can get away with it.

God is not going to give up on Jonah though and so he sends a great storm. A
storm so big that the sailors are afraid. They all pray to their idols and nothing changes.
They grab Jonah and say, "Pray to whatever God you worship, or we are all going to die."
But Jonah doesn’t pray, instead he says, throw me over board, kill me, and your problems

will go away, because it’s my God that is bringing this storm.
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Jonah knows what he is doing is wrong, but he won’t change. Sound familiar? If
you are reading this story and not seeing that you are Jonah, you may be doing it wrong.

The sailors don’t want to kill Jonah but eventually the storm is so great that they
decide they have to do it. So, they throw him over board, the storm dies down, and all
these sailors began praising God right there on the boat. This is probably the only time
attempted murder led to immediate conversion. Jonah probably thought that his problems
were solved. He would die and preaching to Nineveh is someone else’s problems. But

(S) Jonah 1:17-2:1

1:17Now the Lord provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in

the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

21 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God.

Jonah has a conversion experience in the belly of the fish. And you know what,
you would too! If you were swallowed by a great fish and didn’t die pretty quickly, that
would get your attention.  Jonah cries out to God, and God hears his cry and

(S) Jonah 2:10

10 And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.

Not only was Jonah swallowed and spent three days in fish guts. He was barfed
up onto the beach. That means that some of those fish guts came with him. Some scholars
believe that he may have been bleached white from all the stomach acid.

After going through all of this he finally goes to Nineveh. It’s a huge city, taking 3
days to walk through. And he goes one day’s walk into the city, looking like a ghost and
says, Ok, get ready - this is going to be an intense message.

(S) Jonah 3:4

“Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.”
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Eight words. That’s it. But what’s amazing is that with those eight words, the
Ninevites believed God. They called a fast for the whole city, even the livestock and went
into mourning and repentance. Maybe this God, who sent a ghostly looking man into
town, will relent and turn away his wrath.

This 1s miraculous, but it’s also a little ridiculous right? Would it really take this
much for a prophet of God to finally obey the LORD? Would it really take this little for
an entire city to repent? But repent they do.

Jonah was furious that these people would repent. And he was furious at God’s
response.

(S) Jonah 3:10

1"When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he
relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened.

Jonah was so angry at God’s compassion that he wanted God to kill him. Jonah,
who willingly and knowingly tried to run away from God, experienced God’s compassion
by being rescued, and given a chance to do the right thing, was angry that God would
also have compassion on a whole city of people.

This incongruity is striking Jonah acts like a selfish child. He goes out to pout
asking God to kill him. Instead God causes a vine to grow miraculously to shade him
from the desert sun. Jonah is relieved. Then the vine dies, and Jonah gets angry at God
again. And again, Jonah wants to die.

(S) Jonah 4:10

1" But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you

did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight.

11 And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there

are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their
right hand from their left—and also many animals?”
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Jonah experienced God’s compassion, even though he didn’t deserve it, and he
was unwilling to let God be compassionate to other people, when Jonah didn’t think they
deserved it.

Wow. There is a term for this. It’s hypocrisy. The story of Jonah leaves us with the
conclusion that God is more compassionate than we give him credit for, and we spend too
much time running from what God is calling us to do because we think we know better.
This story uses hyperbole, the ridiculous, and incongruity to reveal truths not just about
Jonah, but about human nature.

When we read Jonah, we should conclude chapter four by confessing that we are
Jonah. Where have we failed to be compassionate? Have we told people that they deserve
their hardship because of their sins? Maybe you’ve never told anyone that, but you’ve
thought it. How do I know that? Because I too have thought it too.

Humor can reveal our hearts, and Jesus uses humor to reveal and transform our
hearts. The purpose of the book of Jonah is to reveal our hearts. As we conclude this
series, will we let Jesus change our hearts?

Maybe you feel like you don’t deserve God’s mercy and grace. Maybe you feel
like you have done nothing that would require God’s mercy and grace. Both of those
attitudes keep us from trusting God. But the story of Jonah and the ministry of Jesus
shows us that God is more compassionate than we think and he wants to change our
hearts. He desires to reconcile with people.

Jesus came to make that possible. His death and resurrection displayed the extent
of God’s love. He took the punishment that we deserve for our sins, and we are invited to

receive that forgiveness.
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Today if you are ready to receive that forgiveness of sin, will you let us know on
your discover card?

(S) Next Step: Become a follower of Jesus

We’d love to pray for you and encourage you. Maybe the next step you need to
take is to get baptized next week. We would love to help answer questions about that. But
let us know, if you want to say yes to God’s mercy and compassion.

Our response to God’s compassion should be compassion. We don’t want to be
like Jonah. We don’t want to be like the plank-eyed person, we don’t want to be people
who practice religion for show. Will we let Jesus shape our hearts to be more
compassionate?

(S) Next Step: Jesus, help me be compassionate towards:

In a few moments we are going to celebrate communion. The names on these
tables are people who are far from Jesus. Who are you praying for? Who are the people
that you know God has sent you to? Family, friends? Who do you need to share Jesus’
compassion with?

(S) Next Step: Share God’s compassion with:
(S) Next Step: Memorize Jonah 4:11 - Specifically

Should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh? But let’s replace that
with our hometowns: Lynnwood, Edmonds, Mountlake Terrace, Everett, Shoreline,
Brier?

Let’s pray.
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APPENDIX B: COMEDIANS AND CHURCHES SURVEY RESPONSES

Below are the results from the Comedians and Churches Survey. Written responses
are presented as written by the participants. Names and contact info have been removed.

How long have you been a comedian?

Is comedy your full-time job?

Do churches call you for events or do you call churches?

How did you get into comedy?
e [ wanted to do it, so I got a job as a doorman at a comedy club. I watched
comedians for over a year, six nights a week and then I did my first amateur night.
e Took a class
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Transitioned from motivational speaker... now do both

Club open mics

God laid it on my heart to pursue it and I jumped right in feet first having fun
I've always had a great sense of humor and comedic timing. In the early 1980s I
tried out at an ameteur night at a comedy club and I won. The prize was hosting
the professional show that weekend. After that I was hooked!

Going thru very stressful time in my life- chose to find the humor in the situations
and laugh about it instead of crying. Found I could make others laugh too. God
started opening doors.

I've always done comedic theater but my Dad encouraged me in my teens to try
stand up. 12 years later I finally took a class and started.

Something I always wanted to try

I started in radio as a on-air host of an entertainment show. I wrote sketches and
did voices. From radio, I got involved with an improv troupe and eventually stand
up.

God called me to use it as a ministry of encouragement. Also, laughter tears
down walls so audiences will be more receptive to a message.

Took a comedy class at Mark Ridley’s Comedy Castle, Royal Oak, Michigan

I was a worship leader for student camps and I wrote some goofy songs for the
students at camp one year. And after I left college, a few of those churches called
me and asked if I would come do the funny songs. It slowly grew into my career.
Open Mic contest at a local club

God called me into comedy by dreams, visions and revelations

Workshop in a comedy club

Started 30 years ago in college. Did a radio comedy show.

Why do you identify with Christian Comedy

I started out in Hollywood and comedy clubs. As my faith grew stronger, that
environment became more and more toxic. I basically stopped performing. But it
really is all I know and definitely part of who 1 am and how God made me. So I
began praying that God would open doors for me to use my gift for His purpose.
Give me a call and I will give you the rest of the story.

Because I'm a Christian and want to make people laugh and minister to others

It's who [ am and I am comfortable in that role

I love Jesus and tell jokes.

So much pain and sinful issues in life I identify with bringing laughter to the plate
I like clean comedy.

I truly believe that laughter is the best medium. Also believe God has a sense of
humor too.

Christ is the center of my life so all things are through Christ--or I try anyway
Because we need to laugh at ourselves and like sheep, we can be pretty dumb
Yes, but my act does not center around church humor. My act is about my life,
observations and more. I am a Christian and my act supports those values. |
perform in a variety locations and always stay true to my Christian values.
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As a Christian myself, everything I do should honor and please God. So it's only
fitting that what comes out of my mouth brings Him glory. So when it's
appropriate, why not make it fun too?

First, I am a Christian, second, I am a pastor

Not sure what you're definition of "Christian Comedy" is. I have a lot of thoughts
on this subject. I don't tell "Christian" jokes. My comedy is clean but it's not
geared specifically for a church audience.

I'm a Christian and some of my material is about Christian/church culture.

I do clean comedy that is Christ centered.

I want to make people laugh without being degrading, dirty or creepy.

I have a Christian world view.

Do you perform at non-Christian events? If yes, what kind?

Corporate Christmas parties and other events where the client wants to be sure
there is no foul language.

Yes, open Mike's and Country clubs

Corporate events, charities, comedy club, schools

Yes, fundraisers, clubs and bars.

Yes

Local comedy clubs

Comedy clubs, theaters, private & corporate events

Yes, Alzheimer’s Assoc, wineries, dinner theatre. Comedy club

Yes, comedy clubs and parties

Not really

Corporate events, comedy clubs, casinos, theaters and 55+ communities.
Yes- Corporate Events

I do quite a few corporate events.

Yes. Comedy clubs and colleges.

Yes. Corporate events, meetings, parties, fundraisers and clubs.

Yes, comedy clubs, juvenile detention centers, open mics

I perform regularly in a comedy club.

Yes. I've warmed up Hollywood sitcoms for years.

Where do you see the better crowd response?
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Are some regions more responsive to your style than others? If yes, where do you
see the best response?

Nope. If you're funny, you'll get em.

It's about the same, but I feel more at home in church.

Urban events

Yes, The south doesn't get comics from the North East.

Depends on city and crowd

No

Haven’t seen any difference

not applicable

I have a southern sense of humor, so more in the south

So far so good. I've been blessed everywhere I've performed. I recently did a
series of shows in Nebraska and was a little nervous having never been there, but
the results were overwhelming...two standing ovations, so you never know.
The south "gets" me more. But then, I am a southern gal.

Typically, your larger churches, i.e. mega churches seem to laugh more than a
small traditional church. Seems they make more use of humor and some of the
small traditional churches.

Not necessarily. My best events are usually young adult services or younger
churches but that doesn't mean the response is bad for other situations.

Urban areas

Non legalistic churches. Usually the pastor likes comedy

Not really

This sounds extremely biased, but I suppose I go over well in all areas except for
regions that are known for being "redneck." Generally, I play better in front of
educated crowds.

In your eyes, what makes a successful Christian Comedy show?

The comedian, the purpose, the promotion and the prayer.

Laughs and ministry beyond the laughter

Lots of laughs, shared experiences, the interaction with the attendees both before,
during and after the show

People laugh, learn about themselves and learn about God.

Bringing the word of God mixed in with your humor

A great show filled with laughter and a message

The audience laughs, feel better when they leave, the non believer realizes
Christians can have fun,; clean comedy can still be funny.

Comedian had genuine material that didn't put others down made people laugh
and testified to Gods goodness and creativity

A good mixture of world issues, personal deprecation and church issues

Solid comics that are true, Christ loving Believers. The biggest mistake I've seen
and heard is churches that book "clean" comedians. These comics don't always
understand their audiences and often offend. This kills comedy for future events
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at those churches. Simple tip, no food during the show. People can't laugh while
eating. There's more to answer, but not sure how much you want.

When the audience has been primed for laughter, and can experience the show
with no distractions. When an audience is given the opportunity to laugh (by a
funny comedian), the laughter is almost a guarantee. But for it to be a real
success, God must also be pleased. That's what really matters.

When people laugh. If they laugh, it went well.

The point of my show, for church use, it to be an event that you can invite
someone who doesn't come to church and they will still get the jokes.. they will
still have fun.. they will still laugh. What makes any comedy, Christian or not,
successful is that people can tell if you're full of it. People can tell if you're
pandering to a Christian audience or telling cheesy jokes. Authenticity is what
makes a show so impactful and relatable.

Universal material - goofy, clownish material.

CLEAN, CLEAN, CLEAN

People are happy and encouraged.

The show must be clean, uplifting and offer the hope of Christ.

How have the churches and Christian organizations you have worked with viewed
Comedy?

Some as a tool. Others as a novelty. When they just throw it at the wall, it tends
to be a mixed review.

I think they may be a little afraid of what a commedian may do whereas if I just
get up there and be myself things go smoother.

Very good, I keep getting invited to return and recommended for other churches
Mostly open.

Some love it and others aren’t too sure yet. Process for sure

Not sure

The same views I have.

Outreach, breaks the ice, for the kids. Also seen as Potentially dangerous so they
sort of had to force themselves to listen without looking for something to criticize.
They are sometimes unsure if they are allowed to laugh at things.

As refreshing and honest

Most are very supportive and love it. Other are very leary of what they bring into
their church. This goes back to the last question on who is the comic.

Very receptive. They hire me with the understanding that I am coming alongside
them to help them reach their community for Christ.

Basically, the church is that I work with have been larger churches and comedy is
a great out reach vehicle for them.

Most places that I work with view it as something different, unique, and fun. It's
not the normal band they may hire and it's definitely not a cheesy illusionist. Most
of the churches I've worked with view it as a tool to reach people who don't yet
know Jesus and show that Christians aren't boring, stiff people.

Mostly afraid unless it is a " YouTube sensation" or well known comic.

Shaky and suspicious
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Sometimes with some suspicion because of bad stereotypes. Others with some
guilt thinking Christians should not like to laugh.

Some love it, some are scared to death of it. Comedy can be seen as dangerous. It
upsets the status quo.

Why do you think churches hire you and other comedians for their events?

Lots of reasons. They want to be relevant. (Many reasons)

Cause I work free, but I know some pastors who are afraid to take the comedy
leap due to the volatility of a congregation. If someone gets offended, etc.

I am cheap, I am low maintenance, I am safe and I am funny

Looking for something different and they respond well to advertising

I’'m a silly guy at heart so once a church sees my social media stuff they are
curious to what my angle will be for church setting

Laughter is a great way to deliver a message so the recipient will remember it
We meet the goals they have for the events.

They have proof of clean and funny material through a video or something
Something outside of their norm, but they are cautious.

Word of mouth first, reputation and lastly, repeat clients. They know what to
expect and I do my best to deliver past that expectation.

I can only speak for myself. I get hired mostly because the event coordinator
knows I have a message to share following my comedy. They understand the
comedy is just a tool to attract unchurched guests to the event. But they definitely
want it to be an enjoyable event as well, since there are always some in the
audience who are under heavy burdens and need the joy that laughter brings.
Laughter connects people. And when people attend the comedy event at a church,
and then down the road they decide to look for a church to attend, They always
check out the church where they laughed at the comedy event.

For me specifically, I think I offer a show that is fun and different. I think
churches are looking for something that is light hearted and will bring groups
together.

To attract people in to church

I don't get hired, I do love offerings

To bring joy to their people and as a means to involve and assimilate new people.
Comedy breaks down barriers to the gospel.

What could churches do to employ comedy more effectively?

Have a specific plan.

Pastors need to open up to comedy if not to drone on, but to follow Jesus'
example. Jesus held the attention of the audience. Kids wouldn't have liked to be
around him if He wasn't fun and approachable.

Schedule it quarterly, semi annually, monthly... build an audience that repeats
Just allow it

Do the research and give comics a chance

Hire better, more experienced comedians

For most - to just start using comedy.
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Have audience seated far down front- the further you are from the stage the less
funny you are. Don't just let your Pastor try to tell jokes, give comedians a shot
and if you are worried about their material listen to a recording read their material
or watch a video. If you like most not all, tell them what to leave out.

Don't be so nervous about offending people and realize you need to pay good
comedians.

Fundraiser for youth camp/groups. Outreach for the community. I do improv and
train improv as well, so I've done workshop for the youth, staff. This helps when
writing curriculum to be creative in how they present the lesson.

Prime! Prime! Prime the audience for laughter. Get them excited that a
comedian is coming! Promote! Promote! Promote early and often.

Use comedy on a more routine basis. Get people used to laughing and using it as
an out reach event.

I think we need to be able to laugh at ourselves and show that we don't take every
thing we do so seriously. When a pastor uses humor in a message, it brings the
group together and the message becomes a family talk rather than a "here's what
your life is supposed to look like" kind of feel.

Have recurring comedy nights for regional (lesser known) comics.

give it a chance, needs room to make mistakes

Use it as an opportunity to draw new people. To show unbelievers that Christians
are just people too.

Bring in comedians for outreach events

What churches have you enjoyed working with?

I have worked with over 700 churches, all over the U.S., big, small and all
denominations. I enjoyed them all.

Fredericksburg Full Gospel, Louisville Catholic Church

Living Grace Ministries, Beech Grove Christian, Spring Creek Presbyterian,
Im not sure how to answer that. I supposed the only church group that didnt get
me was the menonites.

Victory Christian Center

Many

Church of God (several different ones) General Baptist, Methodist, Non
denominational.

Ministry called Hope Farm Inc

Ones with coffee houses. It's more relaxed and people are at ease

Recently in Nebraska at Country Bible Church in the town of Blair. Great fun and
it really brought out the community.

Specific churches?

First Baptist Snellville, GA

Hope Church at the Moors, Milton, FL

Springhill Baptist, Mobile, AL

Hope Baptist, Olive Branch, MS

I’ve enjoyed working with all kinds of churches. Denomination type has not seem
to be much of an issue
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There's a church in Fort Wayne, Indiana that was an absolute BLAST. I believe
they were called City Church

Small churches

Full Gospel Businessmen International, Aglow International

Churches that think outside the box

Too numerous to name.

Can you share an experience with a church that did not go well, and why you think
it didn't go well?

I've done a few where they had me perform while the ate, not good. I have
performed where children were unsupervised, took a lot of work.

I can't imagine one. Most were very gracious.

Hasn't happened... fingers crossed... night clubs, different story

300 80 year old menonite ladies and a 40 year old citu slicker.... Nuff said

Not to my knowledge at this time

The church always has fun

Honestly, they have all gone pretty good. There are no bad experiences that I can
recall in a church

Off hand,, no they’ve all gone well, yhey’ve asked me for most, back & or
referred me to another church.

women's retreat changed the seating to a circle just before I performed. Had me
go after some teary witnessing after 9pm. The youngins loved me

When there are too many comedians. Once had 10 and it was so long and felt like
a teenager driving a stick shift car for the first time.

I had a issue with a comic who is a Christian get a little too edgy with one joke. It
created some quiet and uncomfortableness in the room, but it was early in the
show and we got the show back on track. I think the rest if the show went very
well and his "joke" was forgotten by most. I've been back since that episode, but
not the other comic.

I've had some that could have gone better. The most sluggish was an audience that
thought I was coming as a Bible Study teacher. So of course only serious Bible
students showed up. The coordinator thought it would be fun to "surprise" the
audience with a comedian. They sat there with their Bibles on their laps the whole
time wondering when I was going to get into the Word. That was early in my
career, or I would have known better how to respond. Hence, PRIME, PRIME,
PRIME them for laughter! Promote! Promote! Promote early and often.

I’ve not had a bad experience at a church, but since I do a clean act, another
Comedian brought me in at a corporate event. Part of my act is that kids are no
longer necessary, but what I did not realize was that I was speaking at a pro-life
dinner. So the moral of the story is no your audience! LOL

In Houston, Texas, I was brought on stage but they didn't introduce me as a
comedian.. they introduced me as a speaker. So when I'm doing jokes, this group
of people is over it. They're expecting some dramatic shift into a heavy message
and seemed disappointed that I was making fun of myself.
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Small country farmers church, the youngest person in the audience (other than
me) was about to retire. They had a full dinner and desert, a/c was out and it was
storming outside. They wanted it to be over before it began. And they gave me
the worst review I've ever had.

When I first started I did a comedy routine in the church, not invited back

I was asked to do a ministers Christmas party but before they would book me they
wanted a video of what I do so a committee could review it. I assumed to check it
for content. I gave them the video and the was informed that it “did not meet their
standards” and was promptly told they wanted jokes specifically about what it’s
like to be a pastor or the Christmas holiday. I believe it was just an excuse
because some of the older members of the committee were not comfortable with
comedy in church.

I can always tell if laughter is "allowed" in a particular church in the first 5
minutes of my act. | have to work twice as hard when the Pastor is somber.

If you could encourage pastors to engage with comedy and humor, what would you

say?
([ ]

It's a great tool. But don't do it just to do it. Have a plan. And be sure to use a
professional.

I would tell them to break the "third wall" Don't be afraid to admit or show certain
faults, but don't get into things you know would be objectionable. Also don't hurt
nobody, but a little fun poking may be okay. Be yourself, don't steal material let it
come from you and Jesus working together. Pray before going on stage ask God
while conceiving your act what He wants. We are the mouth and hands of God.
Act as if God is in your audience.

Do your research, find the right comedian for your congregations style and your
budget

Not all comedy is dirty. Clearly you need to vet your talent but pastors could trust
a little more.

Sit and have lunch with the pastors and share your testimony

Be funny. Not just corny but truly funny

Short answer- find out their goals for the event - explain how those goals can be
met using comedy.

Humor breaks down barriers and is a great way to deliver some harder truths
without being so somber it bogs people down. They can get the point without
having sour faces. (ex- obedience to God, communication, humility)

Don't be afraid, but be willing to pay

You should always be concerned with who you bring in your church, so ask
LOTS of questions. Humor is great for outreach. I've heard so many stories of
people bringing a family member to a comedy night that would never step foot in
a church ever. Our last show had the town atheist come to the show and he
laughed the whole time. Another person who left the Mormon church and caused
a riff in the family had her Mormon parents and sisters come to the show. They
laughed together for the first time in years together inside a church. So much
healing can happen when we laugh together.
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"It's not just about the jokes. It's about sharing joy with those who thought they
may never laugh again. It's about using the medium of laughter to move hearts to
be more receptive to a message. And it works!"

And actually starts with the pastor. Congregations mirror the pastor. So if you
have a pastor that doesn’t laugh, you’ll have a congregation that doesn’t know
how to laugh. So pastors, learn to smile and learn to laugh. It is contagious!

My view of comedy is that laughing is inherently vulnerable. People snort, cackle,
wheeze.. We act embarrassing when we laugh. We let go and enjoy the moment.
And I think if you AREN'T using that on a regular basis, you're missing the heart
of Jesus. He is joy personified. And we should be looking for opportunities to
laugh at ourselves every chance we get. [ have a lot of views on this if you'd like
to call me, I'd love to talk to you more about it! I hope my answers have been
somewhat helpful!

Even your most godly parishioners are watching secular comedians. When you

invite Christian comedians into the church you are not just helping to form a
powerful outreach to the community, but investing in a niche of comedy that does
not have many venues.

All I am asking is give comedy a chance...and room to make mistakes and grow.
It 1s a universal way to include people because everyone likes to laugh. It is an
effective means of reaching out to your community and bringing joy to those both
in and outside of the church.

God invented humor. It's part of the human condition. While some humor can go
to the gutter, Christian humor can be both uplifting and inspiring.



