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CHAPTER I

THE IHTRODUCTION



CHAFTER I
THE INTRODUCTION

Throughout its history, the Evangelical Church has always been
concerned for the underpriveleged and unreached. Through a compree
hensive survey of the needs of the mountains of Kentucky, it was dew
clded that this was a logical place to do missionary service. The
underpriveleged of the mountains of kentucky had long since been nege
lected, The Evangelical Church accepted that area to further its Mise

sionary enterpriszes,
THE PROBLEM

This paper was written with three objectives in view, Iirst,
the writer desired a better understanding of the work which is part
of the missionary oublreach of his dencmination. Secondly, the writer
hopes some day to become a part of this endeavor. In order io underw
stand the developments which gave rise to the present situwation, it is
necessary to understand the history of the work, Without this knowe
ledge, the writer feels he camnot be qualified to meet present day
problems in this work and among these people, Thirdly, to make availe
able to all interested persons a hisitory of the Red Bird Mission work
in one volume., Some definite conclusicns have been established in
the writers wmind from the research of this thesis,

JUSTIFICATION OF THE PROBLEM
go comprehensive history of the missionary work in the Kentucky

mountains of the former Fvangelical, and later the fvangelical United




.
Brethern Church, has ever been written. This work has been cutstande
ing in the annals of the denominaticn. The founder of this work, Heve
de de DeWall, has passed on to his eternal reward. Few of the bhow
ginning workers are left to help reconstruct a history of this early
work., HMuch of the work is not recorded. Substantial evidence can be
gathered through contacts with persons, who lived in the area and who
were actively helped through this endeavor, The source of much other
information can be gathered through past issues of the Misslopary
periodicals of the church, Hev. A. E. Lehman began a history of this
work but was able to write it only through the period of the supere
intendency of Heve J. J. DeWalls This work has never been published
or completed and is available only in the original rough draft at the

Misgion at Beverly, Kentucky.
LIMITATIONS OF STUDY

In some instances there were conflicting reperis concerning
gome facts of this history. In these cases reports found in the Mis-
gionary periodical of the denomination were used because the writer
felt these accounts were wribtbten at the time of the happenlings and
therefore more authentic., There were obher periods of time when libe
tle information could be found concerning the development of the work.
These pericds of time were f£illed in with what information was availe

able,



To better understand this history, the follewlng terms are

defined:
Stills: The place where illegal liquor was made and distributed,

OQubstation: An established Mission center other than the first

station at Beverly, Kentucky,.

Extension School: A school that was operating away from Beverly, at

another station. DBub whose course of azction was controlled from the

central headguarters at Beverly.
We 8. We 8,1 Women's Scelety of World Service., The official women's

missionary organization of the Evangelical United Brethern Church.

Annupal Conference: This was used to dencle a group of organized che

urches under a single leadership in the Evangelical United Brethern

Church within a given area, oftentimes within state bounderies,

Kentucky Conferences This conference was composed of all the FEvane

gelical United Brethern Churches in the state of Kenbtucky.

METHOD OF PROCEDURE

Dpcumentary Sources: Various documentary sources were used to gather

this historical information., Material gathered from the Mission heads
quarters was incorporated into this study. A substantial number of
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Evangelical Missionary Worlds, The World Evangel, and The Telescope

Hessenger were sxamined for material directly applicable to thie work, L
Irips: 4 trip was made to the site of thils missionary enceavor with

the purpose of viewing first hand the work that has been a result of
this endeaver, Trips were made to many of the ouilstatiocns and also

to the agricultural station at (Queendale to better underatand the work.

Letters: Some personal correspondence was done with missionaries and
forner wnissiosnaries on the field who would be able to give information
relative to this study. 4 complete list of these are found in the

Biblicgraphy.

Conference Journals: The conference Journals of the newly formed Kene

tucky Conference of the ivangelical United Brethern Church were used

for the section on the establishing of the Kentueky Conference,

General Beard of HMissions: The General Board of ¥issions of the Evane

gelical United Brethern Church was able to supply the writer with seve
eral brochures cencerning the work in Kentuekye. 4 recent one on the

bullding of the new hospltal was of much value.

lofficial Publications of the Evangelical United Brethern Church.




STATEMERT OF ORCANIZATION

In chapter one the reader has been introduced to the study,
Chapter two contains the work as it was established and carried on
under the able leadership of the first Superintendent, Rev. J. J.
DeWall,

Chapter three deals with the continuation of the work under
the leadership of Rev. A. E. Lehman who brovght the Mission through
the trying days of the depression of the 1930's and World War II
in the early 19LO's, |

In Chapter four the work is discussed as it was led by Rev,
John W, Bisechoff, the present Superintendent of the Mission. Also
in Chapter four is the brief account of the organization of the

Hentueky Conference., Chapter five coneludes the study,.



CHAFTER I

THE WORK UNDER SUPY. REV, J. J. DEWALL



CHAPITR II
THE WORK UNDER SUPT. REV, J, J. DEWALL

THE BOEGINWING WORK

Missionary work has always played a vital part in the life
and ministry of the Evangelical Church. Jacob Albright, the founde
er of the church, was himself a missionary to the CGerman speaking
people of Pennsylvania., The early years of the existance of the
church were in themselves a missionary venture. As the church grew
and the constituency increased, so did the missionary outlook and
putreach. Foreign mission fields were considered impertant, V@ry‘
little thought was given to the early English speaking people in
the more backward areas of our nation until the church was over one
hundred years old., About the year 1913 a2 work among these people
became a topic of conversation among ceritain members of the United
Evangelical ﬁhureh.l It atemmued from a group of women in southern
Indiana who were mewbers of the Women's Missionary Society. They
beecame burdened for the backward people of our nation and began o
pray that God would send them the gospel in some way, They conw
tinuved on this basis until the entire YWomen's HMissionary Scciety

1p H.Eller; History of the Evangelical Missionsj pe.l2L; In 189L
there was a split in the Lvangelical URUrche ©he LWO groups were
known as the United Evangelical Church and the Zvangelical issocize
tion. In 1922 these differences were overcome and there was a mere
ger of the two groups into the Evangelical Churche The very bew
ginning work of the Fed Bird Migsion was started under the United
Evangelical groupe. Shortly after the merger took place,
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of the church began to ses this ventwre as a realily in their own denomie
nation. In 1920 the Women's Misglomary Scclety took the initiative and
presented &’prapaﬁal of this work tﬁ_ﬁhﬁ Board of Missions of the United
Evangelical thﬁeﬁgl At the DBoard of Missions meeting that year, a come
mittes was a@painﬁaﬁ to investigate %he possibilities of such a &issiéﬁé ‘
ary venbure iﬁ%ékﬁh@ southern mauﬁ%aiﬁé‘gf the United States.® The agg”
mittee asrsistéé'gf five memberss Cérreégmndimg Secretary Dr. Be He
ﬂéib@i; Bishop %&z&; Reve Co Cu %wlmmg Mree Sarah Barnst Snyder and
Feve J+ Do Aa © qarwyﬁs They were g%vﬁﬁ the a&%ﬁsri@y to investigate, eg=-
tablish, look after and care for, and re&arﬁ at the next meebting of the
board, amy steps feasible to the ﬁgtabixﬁ?lag of such & miss$a§¢& %&e
comltbee 3&%@&%}@&%@& gseveral possible locations. Incliuded im %ﬁms@
were the mountains of Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky and Arkansas. Mach
travel and correspondence was carried on by the commitiee before a dee
cision was reached, Upon final tabulation of all the advantages and
disadvantages, it was decided to esteblish & work in the extrems south
east corner of Henbucky in the heart of the Cumberland ﬁﬂuﬁﬁains.g This
area was selected above the others for a number of reasons. The chiefl

resson wag because each of the other lovabions had bsen ministered to

ig, H, Neibelj "Among the Nountaineers of ?@ntueky;ﬁ Evangelical
Misgionary Worlds February, 19233 p.52

2Tbides pPe 53
3sprengy History of the Evangelical Churchj p.151

5B. H. Neibelj Ops Cites .52
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by other groups, or at least were accessible to other missicnary ene
terprises., This area in Kentucky had never been touched by missionary
endeavor,

The terrain, in this rather remote northern corner of Bell
County, Kentucky, was characterized by steep mountains covered with
timber, The valleys were very narrow, often no wider than the sireanm
running through them, with room enough for a very humble home and
garden spot here and there, Occasionally the valley widened sufficient
ly to allow for an acre or twe of level ground for farming purposes.lo-
where could one find any material improvements, such as bridges or roads,
The whole ares was very much as nature made it, Travel was either on
foot or on the back of an animal across trails that were oftentimes dife
ficult for even the animalel

The people of this area were not immigrants but pure blocded Ame
ericans from past generations. These southern mountaineers were very
patriotice They showed great loyalty te their country. Their life was
a simple one, They were satisfied if they had enough to eat, ﬁb keep
warm and a place to sleep., Although these people had been denied many
things in the past, the generation at the time the missicon was estabe-
lished awakened to the needs that confronted their children and wanted
them to have opportunities for advancements that were never afforded

them.g

11bid.; p.52
21bide; Pe52
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In December of 1520, the DBoard of Missions, realizing some of
the opportunities and obstacles thaet confronted them in undertaking
such an endeavar’aﬁ this, sent Bishop MYaze and B. H. Neibel to visit
the field.l They Qere gulded to Beverly, Kentucky by correspondence
with Mr. Millard Enuckles, At this time Beverly consisted of the
Knuckles home and a small grocery store that was also the Post foie@.z
Except for the Mission, Beverly is still the same size today - the
#illard Knuckle home, the store and the Post Office. Uncle Millard,
as he iskreﬁpec%fally called by all the folk of the community, owned
the store aﬁd was the Post Master. ééverly iz about nineteen niles
from Fiﬂe?illa,:ﬁell County Seat. Eisha@ Maze and Dr. Neibel went
by railroad to Heyburn, then thirteen mii&é by mule back to Beverly.

Thg‘fsur Knuckles brothers,and other leading citizens of the
community, were very desirous that tﬁé Eniteﬁlﬁvaageliaai church ege-
tablish a missisn in this area. in order to help deeide in favor of
this location, the Knuckles brothers offered to donate twentywtwo
acres of land along the R&é Bird Creek for the establishing of a mis-
gion sbation. DBishop Maze and Secretary Heibel were very much ime
pressed, both by the location and the need and attitude of the people.
Hencey it was decided that this was the ideal location for missionary
work,

Immediate plans were made to proceed with work at this place.

The plans were approved by the entire board of missions and the leade

11bides p.53
289reng3 Ope Cites poSl
31bid.; p. 151,152
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ing officials of the church, A committee of three was appointed by
the Board to go ahead with the arrangements for needed bulldings and
securing workers, The commititee consisted of Bishop Maze, Dr. Heie
bel and Mrs., Sarah Sﬂyder.l |

In April of 1921, Dr. Heibel again visited the fileld to make
arrangements fgf the erection of builﬁing&.g Anpther trip in May
completed the arrangements for the erection of a3 ladies dorwmibory
and a combination school and ehu?eh.B &f\iha twenty-two acres of
land that was donated, three and sn@ehaif acres were level and sulte~
able for the erection of buildings. ‘fh& rest was mountainous bub
could be used for pasbure and garéens.& During Dr, Neibelts trip in
May, he was able to secure encugh timber for the erection of bulld-
ings. The timber was donated; the church paxd for the cubting and
a&wﬁng.g He hired the mowntain p@spié to do the work. Already the
Missionary work was helping to raise the éagnsmie standards of the
people by making available to them employment, payable in currency.

Now came the responsibility af“seauriug and selecting qualie
fied workers for the new mission field. As the call of the church
went out, so the call of God came to two young ladiesof the church

to give themselves for missionary service in this remoite area of the

1B, H. Neibelj Op. Cit.; p.152
25, H, Neibely Ops Cites P53
BSpfeng, Ope Citespe153

Lp.H, Neibel; Ope Cites pe53
5&%5 P53
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United States. These young ladies were Miss Emeline Welsh of Amboy,
Illineis and Miss lMyra Bowman of Johnstown, Pennsylvania. They were
gent to the Red Bird Mission in July of 1921 to begin teaching and
to organize Sun&ay Sshsols.l The church was fortunate to get a man
of vision in R@#; Jde Jo Dewall for the leader of the Missionary
work in Kentucky, At this time he was the pastor of the United Eve
angelical Church in Lelars, Iowa and had just completed the erection
of a church there, Rev, and Mrs., Dewall were an ideal choice for
this work because of their ability to adapt themselves to the plo-
neer work. Ths §e%a11'3 went to the field in the latter part of
August of 1921, One of their first tasks was to complete the multie
purpese building, to be used as a school and church, which had been

arranged for by Secretary E@ib@l.g
THE EVANGELISTIC MISBION

The work of a Superintendent of sﬁah a mission field was not
an easy one, A transition had to be made from living in a fine modw
ern parsonage to living in pioneer f&shion without modern convenw
iences. Also, many ways of the mountain people were new to the worke
ers and they had to become acquainted with these,

The work of Evangelism on the mission field did not only cone
sist in the task of preaching the gospel to needy souls, but along
with this Hev, DeWall had to supervise the building projects, and at

the same time be ready to call on the people in times of need. Howe

libides p.53
2Tbid.; pe53



wlie
every each Sunday, preaching services were held in which Hev, DeWall
was in charge.

Some of the frult of the Evangelistic work was willnessed ab
the time of the dedication of The first building, Secretary Heibel,
wnoe had so much to do with the starting of the Mission, had charge of
the dedicabion service.t At the Sunday morning service the auditore
ium was filled., Ab the dedication service in the aflternvon there were
elghty five pragegtc The Sunday afterncon message was on "The Blood
of the Atonement and the Power of Christ ﬁakSava from Sin by Faith in
Hime" AL the close of the service wﬁém the invitaetion was given o |
accept Christ, thirty-five geekers béﬁed at the altar. During the day
an offering of fif@y'@ne dollars was glven te pay the expenses of the
ledication,?

One of the most difficult problems to handle among the mounte
aim people, and which caused one of the greatest hindrances to the
early work, was the problem of illegal liquﬁf businegs. In reporting
to the Board of Missions in his first yearly report; Heve Uelall told
of the serious na%ﬁr@ of the problem and of his stand against it. He
stated:

Becauge of this moonshine business, life was unsafe and lawlegse
ness prevailed, Officers feared tov make arresis; wilnesses feared
%o testify. Altogether the situation looked hopeless. At first
I was determined not to deal with the moonshine business directly;
hoping that the preaching of the gospel would bring peace and
righteousness, Vhen I discovered that the number of our Sunday

School scholars and worshipers were decreasing every Sunday for
fear of the outlaws, I wenbt to the leaders of the group and bege

18, He Neibelj Ope Cibes Pe53
23pengs Op. Citej Pe163
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ged them, for their own sake and for the sake of the committee,
to be decent. They promised everything I asked bult sent word
to me that if I did not like the way they were running the coune
try, 1 was welcome to return to the place from whence 1 came,
I sccepted their challenge, The next Sundsy there were about
twenty men present who were aboubt half drunk and fully armed. I
made the annopncement that not snocther nail would be driven ine
to our half completed bulldings until I knew what the community
would do about the moonshine business. I iaformed them that
our church and school would not operate in the same community
with the moonshine business., Then I announced thalt on the fole
lowing Mondey afternoon a meeting would be held when I desired
to discuss the matter with them., Vhen the time of the meeting
came, the schoolhouse was filled with men, all seriocusly sober.
4% the meeting I steted kindly, yeb positively, that if the
better class of citizens did not take & firm stand against the
moonshine busiress,; and for decent living and right citizenship,
I would await its decision in repard to the continuance of the
misgion. I presented three propositlons to the group of men.
First, that each of them would discontinue the illegal sale,
manufacture of or transporitation of liguor. ©Second, that any.-
one of them would report to the proper officials anyone who
continued the sale, manufacture of or transportation of liguors
Third, that when the violators were brought to trial, each of
them would, without reservetion, testify honestly to all they
new about the case, Twenbysfive ﬁigﬁﬁﬁ the document upon
which this was wrilten; and each took an cath before a notary
public that they would do as they ha&Apromiﬁed.i

One of the EKnuckles brothers was a HNotary Public and present

at the meeting that aftern@an; YThat meeting was the emancipation

proclamation to the cgmmunity.”z Az a result of this meebting, all

whiskey stills within three miles of the mission were reported. The

leaders were arrested, tried and served sentences in the penitenw

tiary. The church services increased in atitendance and interest,

Families could now enjoy a peaceful evening at home without danger.

Industry started to grow. The worsi hindrance to Evangelism was

11bid.s p. 158-161
2Thids p.158
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nearly gan&.l

Hot wntil many of the obstacles had been removed did the effece
tive witness of the gospel spread to other areas in the mountains,

It was dgring the gsummer of 1922 when the call for workers that
had been coming from Jack's Cresk, ten wmiles north of Red Bird, was
&aﬁwereﬁ42 Preaching services were begun in a store building.

4t the close of the flret years'! work in August of 1922, Dr.

- DeWall sent hisifegsrﬁ of the progress of the Mission to the Jeneral
Board of Migsions., He summarized ﬁhé work under three maln peints,
First, the ﬁissisn was located in the right place., It was one of the
ﬁard@g% @l&a@@ to reach with the gospel bub no other atiempt had been
made by sthér boards in this lacéligg; Scuondly, the Doard employed
the right ﬁethaé in carrying on this work., If they would have estabw=
lished preaching places only, much money would have been spent and
years of labor uged withoul any lasting results. T&@ problem here wasg
not only to win converts, bul to keep them won, This was being done
through educational, social, religlous and industrial work. Through
this method, facts and figures did not pile up guickly, bubt lasting
and permanent results were obtained, Thirdly, the work had met with
the approval of the better class of mountain people, and the people
had gained confidence in the workers., At least four other communt-
ties had asked for & church, & school and workers to come and serve

them, These communities were Goose COreek, Flat lick, War Branch

1ibide; p. 156-161
2B, H, Neibelj Ops Cites Pe 53
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and Peech Forke~

Superintendent DeWall also told of e spiritual change that

had taken place which could not be easily described on papery but

Cmast

be felt to be aypr@eiat&é¢ His report stated that:

Cne year ago all but aboul half dozen rmen within a radius
of five miles were &mgaged in the moonshine business in one way
or ancther, and mest of them were Lhelr own best customers.
Drunkeness prevailed everywhere, len, and occasionally even the
women and young boys and girls were intexicated regularlys The
mountaineer, who is by nature quick tempered, is doubly quick

cand vielent when intoxicateds 43 a result of the weekly celg-

4z 8

Heve

brations on 3Saturday's and Sunday's, bad feelings were gendered.
Threats and chellenges passed between individuals and communities.
Many of the men, and even young boys of sixteen or sevenbeen
years of age, armed themselves with pistols whenever they lefd

‘homes  On Saturday eve&iﬁgs, and freguently all day Sunday, drunke

en crowds would ride up and down the creek roads yelling and she
oubing and shaating. People fled from their homes in the night
to find safety from the {lying bullets. Homes were shot ipto and
in one instance the diaheg and lanp were shot off the table while
the family was at supper. . :

result of the mission, in one year this condition was changeds
Deliell reported the results of changed conditions were these:

Our Zunday School enrollment now numbers 130. A4t our first
annual rally, 148 were present. The mens Bible class on that
day had an attendance of forty-five, and has an average atitend~
ance of around thirty. Our church services are abtended by an
average of one hundred peopley; guiebt respectful and devoub wore
ghipers. At Jack's Creek station we have a wonderful Sunday
School of forty-five. Our teachers now have 223 pupils under
their instruction in the day schools, Hach of these schools is
opened with s scripture reading and prayer every morning. In
addition, scripture verses and Bible lessons are taught during
the d&,}"aé

At the end of the first year of Missionary endeavor the property

consisted of the following: Twenuy-lwo acres of land donuted by the

B, H. Neibely Ope Citej peSk
3Ibides p.55
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Enuckles brothers. 4 number of buildings consisting of & church, pare

sonage, teachers cotbage and a sixty room dermitory, then under cone

struction. There was also a teachers cotiage at Jack's Creek, The

membership of the church numbered twenty~two and more candidates were '

to be bapbized éssn. The prayer meebings were attended by most of

the members, aaé,@%hers, and all members took part in the prayers and -

%@stimaai@&.l

Bg_th@”éﬁﬁ)@f 1922 thers waraf%%ﬁ workers on the field in all

phases of the work. These included six teachers, a nurse, a dormde - |

tnry'matrsm,ané‘ﬁav, and Mrs. Eaﬁall.’késkthﬁ work at Red Bird grew
it became impossible for Rev. DeWall to have complete 3upﬁrvisi§ﬁ of "
the mi&giaa,‘toféa'pastsr of the cha?&h and in charge of the day

‘school at Red Bird.

ks

Durineg the second year, Rev, and Mrs, E.M. Miller from,/ime=
s 3

sota,were appointed to pastor the church and to be in charge of the

day school at Beverly.? This freed Rev. Deall for more administra-

‘tive work. Also added to the staff of capable workers were Rev, and

Mrs. Jo 3¢ Deedrick of Jowa, They were appointed te Jack's Creek
station to pastor the church ther@;g\ During this time a combination
church and school was bullt and dedicated by Bishop Maze on November
2, 1923,k | |

l1bid.s p. 55
QSpr&ng; Ope Cites pe 163
31bides pe 163

bissd.; p. 163
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With the gcquisition of additional help, more emphasis could

be put on needed evangelistic efforts. In the early part of 192k a

revival meeting was held at the Red Bird Church. Many of the young

pecple were converted during this neeting and it wonderfully changed

the
came
went
ing,

They

living demonstrations of Christian ethics,

spirit of the entire schoollt Many of these young people bhew
tnyloneers of righteousness® through thelr changed lives. They
baek to thelr home communitles and withstood the sins of feudw
¥i1ling, imworality and drunkeness to live a witness for Christ,

believed in and upheld the doctrines of their church and wcre
2

One of the very tangable results of the Evangelistic work

at Jack's Creeck was the fact that one of the young men received the
y

call
tion

Bev.

to the Christian minletry and was recommended by the congrega-
to recelive 2 license to preach. He began his work by helping

Deedrick in most of his meetings, in leading prayer meetings

and exhorting. While he may have been deficient in training; his dee

gire

to serve lacked ﬁgtﬁiﬂgig

The evangelisiic efforts were also used of the Lord to revive

the work of the Red Bird schoole FHev, DeWsll tells of it in one of

his reports.

Our meebings were held at two thirty in the alternoon during
the last period of the school sessions 7% is necessary to hold
afternocn sessions because travel at night is impossible. TFor
one of the afterncon meetings I had planned to preach a sermon

Pe 83

siona

5. g, DeWally "A Glorious Revival," Lvangelical Missionary World;

gﬂh&rlatﬁﬁ Armoldy “Pioneers of Righleousness," Evangelical Misw
ry dorlds p. 53 ,

33. J. DeWallj Op. Cit.; p. 63
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which I had used in other Evangelistic services with good effect.
But from the time the first song was being sung it was evident
to me that my sermon was as inappropriate as the proverbial fly
in the ointment. The longer the devotional part of the service
continued, the more distressed I became because of the sernon.
And to increase my embarrassment I could not think of a single
appropriate text of scripture or any other sermon. The spirite
val time of the meeting was high., The singing was fervent and
the prayers were touching pleas with God for the unsaved. When
it was time for the sermon I knew I would not preach that day.
I could not preach, The Holy Spirit has often given me a ser-
mon to preachj that day he took the only message I had from me.

Instead of preaching, I asked the young people who had been
saved to tell the story of their salvation. Five young men and
women gave their testimonies, They told the stories in such a
way that the whole audience was moved to tears. No sermon ever
moved a congregation more deeply. At the close of the fifth
testimony, I asked all those who wanted to be saved as these
who had testified had been saved, to come forward. WNineteen
souls, ranging in age from a dozen to over fifty years, with
tears streaming down their faces came to an altar for prayer.
It was a hallowed never<jo-be-forgotten cceisicn. No sermon
could have done what those testimonies did,

In numerous instances the young people and children were instrumen
tal in bringing adults to Christ, as has been shown in the account of
this revival, It was difficult to win people by a direct appeal.
Hence, more time was spent with the children and young people. Many
fathers and mothers of the mountains were saved through the prayers
of their children,?

In the fall of 1923 a good revival was held at Jack's Creek
with the result that twenty-one persons were converted to Christ and
added to the church., The large majority of these conversicns were

permanent, It was through these results that Rev, Deedrick felt led

. 4. DeWally “"Hed Bird Hevival Echoes;" Evangelical Missionary
w@rldi P 126

2Caroline M, Ochsejy "Suffer the ILittle Children to Come Unto Me,?
"Evangelical Misglonary World; p. 131
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to begin a Sunday School and worship services in a school house four
miles beyond Jack's Creek station and another one at Bowen's Ureek, a
little farther aﬁay.&

Beech Fsﬁk, one of the flourishing stations of the mission work,
was inspired by Superintendent DeWalll's repori to the Board of Missions.
He reported there were six adjedent communities which should have preache
erg and iteachers. The board appointed a commitiee who investigated and
determined to locate a mission at Beech ?grk, fourteen miles from Beve
erly. When it was learned in the community that the Board had decided
to establish a mission, a petition signed by thirty three citizens was
presented promising co-operation and sagysrt. This was the way in
which the mountain people showed thelr desire to train their chilﬁ?eak
in a Christian atmosphere. They also gave pledges ranging from $20 %o
$500 in addition to fifty acres of coal land for a church and school |
location,?

Upon approval to open the work at Beech Fork in the summer of
192k, Rev, J. 8. Deedrick was stationed there and Rev. and Mrs. H. N.
Porterfield, from the Ohio Conference, were stationed at Jack's Creek,

After much work on the part of the community people at Beech
Fork, and Rev, and Mrs., Deedrick, the official dedication of the work

was held on September 6 and 7, 192k, The program for these two days

lﬁra. d. 3, Deedrick; "Religious Work on Jack's Creek," Evangele
ical Missionary Worlds p. 136

2P.H.Eller; Op. Cites p.128
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| was well planned by Rev. Delall, Hev, Deedrick and Miss Opha Wilson,
the teacher at Beech Fork., The first service of the dedication was
held at 10:00 AM. on Saturday with circuit Judge R. B. Roberts as the
first speaker. Among the things he said wes:

This days work marks a new beginning for leslie County. My whole

beart and every good wigh is with you in this goed work., The time

has come when this country must be cleaned up.
After the Judges'! address, Secretary leibel spoke on "The 4dttitude of
pur Church Toward Civil Government and Toward the Liquor Traffic," Rev.
Heibel spoke again in the afiterncon and the message resulted in three
conversions and eight requests for §fay@r.g |

On S&nﬁay>msrniag the church was cgmplet&ly filled and Secretary
Neibel brought the dedicatory m&sgage‘:_ﬁﬁ‘th@ close there were two
more conversiong, eleven united with the ehﬁreh and eight were baptized,
The entire service lasted three and one half howrs, The work there had
a very successful beginning. In the previous five days there had been
ten aonversians,‘nimeteen accessions to the church and twelve persons
- were baptis@é.S
The great dedicatiom services at Beech Fork proved to be enly

the beginning, for in the following January & revival resulted in

twenty five souls saved; and thirty three accessions to the church.

15, H. Neibelj "Dedication in our Kentucky Mountain Mission," Eve
angelical Yissionary Worlds IIj 399-h00

21bide; pshoo
3Ibid.; p.hoo
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Among those welcomed into the church membership were several heads
of families and a few former "moonshiners."

Another Mission station was opened at Straight Creek in Septe
ember of 1925 with the organization of a Sunday Schoole. In the followe
ing January a church was organized with eleven charter members. Straighi
Creek is located about halfway between Red Bird and the mining camp of
E@yburn.g

One of ih@ important reasons why it wés possible to establish
churches in these communities was because the missionaries carried on
a progran of paraanal home visiﬁatiaﬁ; To make these calls required a
long, hard days journey from early iﬁ the morning to late at night on
Mule back., The missionaries discovered in their visitation pﬁogr&m that
in many instances the way had alreaﬁy been prepared for the presentation
of the gospel by éame member of the family who already was a Chrisitian.
For when one person in a home had been saved he would do all he could
to see that the rest of the family was won to Christ.’

In summarizing the evangelisbtic efforis of the founding years of
the Kentucky Mission, several significant observaticns were noted as ree

ported by Superintendent Rev, J. J. Deliall.

inGood News From our Mission in Kentucky," Evangelical lMissionary
World,* IIIz 87 ‘

QElaine Gobenj "Echoes From Straight Camp," Evangelical Hissione
ary Worldy Vi 17

3Elizabeth Rabauschjy "A Visiting Day on the Red Bird," Evangelical
Vissionary Worldy IIz 126
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First, urgent appeals continued to come from other communities
asking them to come and establish a church and school., In his report,
Rev. DeWall included this information for challenge and encouragement.
Two communities had sent appeals and had offered all the timber and
land needed for e church and school. One offered 1500 in cash. FEach
of these eaﬁmnniti@s were in & strategic 1séatian‘l |

S%aaﬂdly§ the encouragement af @h@ spiritual progress being
made among all the stations here was Indicated by the fact that there
were ninty three cénversicns during the~year and ninety seven accessions.
This made a combined toital m@mb@rshi?fnf 1h7. 4t that time there were
four active Sunday Schoolls holding regular meelbings and due to the fine
work which was being done by them, méﬁt of the prejudices against the
Sunday School's were broken dmwn.e

Thirdly, the mission was growing numerieally, physically and
spirituall ¢3 4 church building was being congtructed at Beverly early
in 1927, The sole function was o msel the spiritual needs of the come

munity. Up to this time all services were held in the school raoms.h

The Mission now had property evaluabion at Beverly of $37,600, at Jack's

Li grnual Report of the Red Bird Mountaineer Mission," Zvangelical
Migsionary Worlds III; 371-372

2 Thides pe 371,372

SHosa J. Dimmick, "Crowing"y Evangelical Hissionary Worlds
I1ry 131

hﬁeerge ¥, Epps"Developments in the Kentucky Missionz" Evangelical
Missionary Worlds V3
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Creek of $14,700 and at Beech Fork of $9,200. This made a total evaluw-
ation of $51,500,%
Fourth, Hev. DeWall reported that he was thankful his own life

had been spared so he could submit a good report such as this.2
THE BLDUCATIONAL MISSION

One of the reasons for the need of Missicnary work in the ilene
tucky Mountains was the deliecency of secular education. The Board of
Missions was gware of this and also of the need for more than just an
evangelistic effort, if it was really golng to give these people a bete

ter way of life. As scon gs work had begun, the establishing of schools

innual Report; Ope Cit.; pe 372

zibiﬁ,; Pe 373. Host of the conversions are wonderful experiences
of regeneration. In this group of converis are men who were wicked
mene Men who were plstol-toting, drunken boot leggers. They were men
whe regarded nelither God nor man. Yet today they stand as living wite
nesses of God's saving grace., And many of these men who were formerly
viclators of the laws of their country, and bitter enemies of Jesus
Christ and his church are now engaged in a great crusade to rid the
country of the curse that for a long time blighted their own life and
their homes., Of one of these men, who a year ago came near being my
murderer, hos former assoclated are now saying that he has a bible in
one pocket, an twvangelical song book in the other, a gun on his
shoulder and hell and high water can't stop him, With malice toward
no one he has led the raids that have resulted in the destruction of
a score of moonshine stills in the last few months,

4 little over a year ago this same man sat one day on his mule,
toc intoxicated to know what he was doing, with a long range rifle in
his hand, the trigger cocked for action and the muzzle less than a
foot from my breast. Is 1t g wonder that we are grateful to CGod for
His goodness?



and the reeruiting of iteachers became a vital part of the worke

Miss Welsh and Miss bBowman, who were the first missionaries
on the field, arrived in July of 1921, They opened & school 4s soon
as they were setitled. The response of students gave an indicetion of
the interest of the mountain people for such a project. With no come
pulscry education, as it is known today, Miss welsh had an average
attendance of sixty-five and Miss Bowmen, fifﬁy‘l

The first educational bullding at the Migsion was a two story,
thirty-four %y'ﬁixtyutwé foot school and church combination, It was
dedicated on Janvary 29, 1922 and greatly enhanced the educationsl
work,e

The beginning work on Jack's Creek in the summer of 1922 led
to the opening of a school there in the fall., With the acquisition
of two more teacherg the school was opened in a store building. The
firet term yielded thirty nine scholars most of whom were over thirbeen
years and some past sixleen years of age. These children were greatly
retarded, not from the lack of ability, but from the lack of opporitu=
nitye k@hen given the opportunity they showed remarkable progress, Miss
Huth Hall of Xansas and Miss Ylorence Gunn of Iowa touvk over the work

at Jack's Creek upon their arrival on the field,d

lsprengs Ope Cites pe 153
23, H. Niebels Ope Cites Pe53

33&%3 Halls "Jack's Creek Extensiong” Evangelical Missionary Worlds
I3 130
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One of the great material improvements and aid ito the educge
ticnal work was accomplisked during the second year of missionary ene
deavores Thils was the completion of the dormitory, called Knuckles |
Hall, in honor of the four Envckles brothers who so graciously gave
the land for the establishment of the Mission., The completed builde
iﬂé was 180 feet long and sixty feet wide, It had a full basement for
laundry and storage sections., There was a spacious dining room that
seated about 125 people., A well equipped kitchen was adjacent to the
dining roome The school library was also on the first floor and was
as large as the dining room and kitchen combined., A hall extended
through the center of the first floore The second and third floors were
identical in constructicn. Fach had twenly dormitory room and four wards
wiﬁh two lavatories., The bullding was healed with four pipeless heate
erss Une of the modern features of this bullding at the time of its
completion was its electrical plant. This plant furnished electrical
plante This plant Turnished electricity for the entire Mission. The
girls were housed in the east end of the building and the boys in ths
west &n&.l
The bullding had a capacity of fﬁam geventy~five to one hundred
students, The total cost of the building was approximately %2§,GG@.2

It was completed and dedicated on Februvary 23, 1923, EHev. George Epp

Li0sa J. Dimmick; "Dormitory Life in Knueckles Hall," Evangelical
Missicnary World, Ij 129

QSyyengg Ope Gite; po 16L-165
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gave the dedicatory message and led in the Liﬁany.l

Miss Rosa Dimmick, who arrived at the Red Eird in the latter
part of 1922, was the first matron of Knuckles Hall. By April of
1923 there were thirty-three &tudents living under her supervision.
They ranged in age from ten to nineteen.z

Life in Knuckles Hall was much the same as life in the dorme
itory of any school campus. There were gpecific regulations and ade=-
quate supervision, Most of the work of the hall,was done by young
people supervised by the matron. The risingkbell was 5:45 A.M. and
meals were served promptly as scheduled hours. The meals were as
much of a variety as was possible under the circumstances. Eefore
each meal a ssng was sung and the blessing upon the food asked,

Every evening family worship was conducted in Knuckles Hall.
It was led by the steff, including Rev. and Mrs., DeWall. All the
students were required to be in the mid-week prayer service, as well
as the Sunday services.>

At the close of the school year, in april of 1923, there were
four teachers and 125 pupils in the Red Bird setilement school, Fif=
teen of these had reached the High School level and so composed the
Red Bird High Schools The largest percentage of students were in the

fifth grade alone. This was mainly due to previous training in the

lipid.; p.16L
2Rosa Dimmick; Op. Cit.; p.129 |
3Ibide; p. 129
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crude mountain schools which offered only four years of elementary ed-
ucatione

One of the biggest problems faced'by the school was to keep
students from leaving and getiing married, _1% was customary for many
mountain girls ts’get married at fourteen to sixteen years of age,

The boys were usually not much ulder; If a girl could be kept in sch-
ool past the fifth or sixth grade 3he‘wsald usually continue. The
problem was to keep them until the aﬁbiﬁian br desire to continue was
stirred.t |

Another problem found by the school was the instability of pur-
pose on the part of the student. Et‘was believed that one of the un-
derlying reasons for this problem was due to the type of church work
garried on in th@ mountaing previously by a group which did not stress
the need of congistent Christian living or'@h@ value of a fixed(pgrs
pose in life, ﬁén of the mountains ﬁguld give up almmsﬁ anything when
the smallest obstacle hindered them 2 ﬁiss Welsh, one of the teéehers
at Red Bird, had observed that many a man or woman of the mountains
had desired to live a Christlan life but lacked the strength of pure
pose ts‘carry out his convictions. Because of this great obstacle
that was faced in the work in the mountains, Christian training was

3 «

most essential.

lreary Parsons,"The Red Bird Settlement School," Lvangelical
Missionary Worlds Is 128,12

2Emeline Welsh,"Our Grestest Obstacle,"Evangelical Missionary
WorldyI,127,128, A boy in High School almost gave up an education bee
cause he could not get the room he wanted in the dormitory,
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Many times the work seemed discouraging as the workers obe
served these things, but they had the avenue of hope theough the lead-
ership of the Holy Spirit. At this time, the Mission Board, as well
as the laborers on the field, realized that one of the big tasks of the
Mission was to train leaders who would be strong Christian c&tiz@nsvin
thelr oun cammﬂﬂitias. The brightest hope along this line was the fact
that there was é’graup of pecple in the mountains who were ready to
give guite liberally to every means ﬁrgviéadff@r their iuwprovement, A~
mong this group were some of the yauég éeéplé who bad become the leadw
ers %ﬁrsugh'their‘int@lliganﬁ and winsome personalities and strength
of eharaeter.l

Even though problems existed, the challenge for educational
workers and work among the mountain ?%apla @as greats The Board of
Migsions built the first extension school and church building at Roark,
Kentucky, known as Jack's Creek, to meet the needs there., Although
there was a building at Jack's Creek, Rev,. Béedrick and Miss Hall,those
in charge of the school, were handlcapped due to lack of equipm@nt.z

As is the case in almost any school there are always students

who are degirous for more education than others. This was itrue at

Jack's Creek school; so at the close of the regular school term & tuiw

lCharlotte Armolds "Our Brightest Hope,” Evangelical Missionary
iﬁ?ﬁrlﬂ; }:’ 3.28

23. s. Deedrick; "Educational Work at Jack's Creek," Ivangelical
Missionary Worlds pe.l5%
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tion school was held for two &sﬁﬁhs. Misg Hall was in charge of the
lewar five grades and Rev,. ﬁaedrigk the upper three, The tultion was
$1.50 per monthe Even though it seemed a small fee, there were still
those who cauld not attend bacaﬁsé af iﬁ;l |

The 3aeaﬁé extension sehmei was four miles beyond the Jaak?s
Creek atatxem a% a comaunity known ag fhiliips Forke In July of 1923
the county aahaal h@use was ut&iia@é«by.%eginnlng a school thﬁraqg
One ye&r 1at&¥ a Sanday School was argaaiaed. The new adventure %@r@
thrilled many af %he adults, as wall as the ahildran, as it had been
many years smns@ some of them had had anrappnrtuniﬁy such as %his;3
| The third extension schoul was established at Besch Fork aisng
With‘th@ ehureh £here; At the close of the first year of classes |
‘tﬁéré:ﬁas aafavéfég@ attendance of fifhyusﬂe,& When the reports faﬁk‘
the second year were tabulated, it was found that the Beech Fork sche
ool had reached a peak of niﬁa%yéﬁix,ia éﬁtéﬁdanse for the year,with

an average of éiﬁﬁy—eight in classes. Also during that year there was

11bid.; pel3s
2Tbide; p.135

3&1&1&% Gobeng "4 Needy Community," Ivangelical Missionary Aorlé;
III; 132,133, One grandmother had this to say of the meetings one oune
daye. YOf all the sights of my lifel! I never se'd anythin' to equl it.
I mean what them women brung over a Sunday. Hit was nice shiny black
box in a sort of wrappin'e They tuck hit out an' pulled down some legs
and lifted up the top and one of 'em set down and made a tune on hit,
and they sung. UNone of us could, fer listenin' to hit., Yes, I reckon
hits an organ, fer Marthie said so, and she orter know fer she's our
teacher, Hit's pin black the quarest thing in these parts. The child-
ren sang out 'Jesus Loves Me' and hii sounded goodl.”

by, 3. Dewails Op. Cites pe397
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a band organized and a hot lunch program launched for the winter
months. Two basketball teams were active that year and when spring
arrived there were two gstudents who were gradweted from the eighth
gr&&ﬁ.l

Ag the extension schools increased in number and grew in
gize, so did %ﬁé‘schsal at Beverly continue to grow., In 1926 a new
school bwilding was built., It was sixty-four by ninety-six feet émd
two stories high. There were six el&égro@mﬁg egch thirty-tuwo f@@%,
gquare, ?hé new school bullding also imcluééé a laboratory, affié% '
and an auvditorim sixty-four feet &qﬁar&;Vkiﬁ very effectively and
effeciently took care of a growing siﬁé@ﬁt body «°

The werk at Red Bird was &gtaézishﬁé not only to develop the
mental and spiriﬁaal needs, bubt to hﬁiiﬂ a well rounded adaltstﬁrﬁﬁgh
various physical activities, Through teanm é@ﬁ?@& it was noted that
the youth éﬁow@é great development in self control and unselfishness.
The athletic péﬁgfaﬁ included activities for both the boys and the
girls, intermurral sports program was set up so that all could
participate, For the boys, inter-school ssm@i@itisn in basketball
was established, Personal sacrifice fsr the good of all was always

emphasized at Red Bird.s

15, s, Deedrick; "Beech Fork Extension," Evangelical Missionary
‘Worldy IV, 210

%g, M. Miller; "A Glimpse of School Life at Beverly," Hvangele
jcal Missiomapy Worldg IV, 326

38, M. Millers "Our Beverly School,” Evanﬁeliéal Missionary
Worldy IIT, 12l ,



Dormitory life plays a large part in the Jife of any student
and the students at Hed Bird were no exception, However, after some
time had elapsed since the building of Knuckles Hall, life in the
dormitory changed to some degree. Many of the students at Red Eifd
wers aa?&é aftséfésming to the Mission and hence took part in th@‘dawv
vc%iamal'ﬁim@a;i‘én@ of the favorite fsrms of passing an evening was
to gather aréamﬁ tﬁe plano and sing aéng@.l Since so many of %haiysung ;
p@apl@'had akaﬁ a par@ in the ﬁevatisﬁag a Junicr prayer mwgt&x& W&w‘f

arganized for m@ younger ones with two of " the teachers in éharge.2

Gﬂ@ of ﬁﬁ& reauzﬁ& of the tr&iﬂimg tnﬁt the young gaayle had
r@s@ivaﬁ im @h& ﬁaf school was felb $3 %h@ Yife of the Sunday @chﬁsi¢
0f the niae Pl&&a&a in the Red Bird & anéay §éh991, three of them Werﬁ
taugh@ b} avad@més' The need of. ﬁ@%ﬁar qaalifi&& teachers in the S&n»
day 3¢ 9&1 was s&%a by the Superiﬁt@nﬁ@ﬁt, so the first teachers %rmun~'
(img clasﬂ was established with glavaﬂ anthugzaséle students anﬁailﬁé« .
‘Hach one of %haa@ eleven had consecrated t%@if lives to special "ﬁr&sﬁw
‘lan @@rvice.B ; |

Ev&m,téamgh many of the educational needs had been med, there
were always more requests for help than could be filleds One such re=-

queat came to Rev, DeWall from a County Superintendent of Schools who

Lrosa J. Dimmick,"Home Life in Knuckles Hall," Evangelical Missione
Egg Worlds II, 130. The giamo was a gift from some Iriends in the north
and meant much to all in the dorm.
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3rg. F. M, Willers "The Red Eird Sunday School,® Evangelical Mis-
sionary Worlds III, 127
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pled that the Mission send workers to their county, but there was no
one to go. He even bullt a school house that could be turned into a
house and wsuldkh@ given to the Mission if some one could only gs.l
At the close of Superintendent Deliall's tenure at the ﬁissién,
there were nine schools under the Missions?! sponsorship with ne lés&
than LS50 stadeﬁts,ﬁ After seven y@&éﬁ of work there were three former

students of the Red Bird High S@hssiyﬁé&c&iﬁg in the out stati%ns,g

g

THE MEDICAL MISSION

-

The Hed Bird HMission was located in a very remote area during
the early days of the work. This made it almost impossible for the -
people living there to have access %Q:x@dical help in times of sickw
ness or aeeié&nﬁs. Because of this, the pespl@ were many times sickly
and suscepbible to disease. As soon as ﬁav;:ﬁgﬁgll arrived at the
Mission he could see the need of medical assistance at Red Bird, Fi-
nally in the summer of 1922, this %aﬁly needed addition was made to
the staff, Miss Lydia Rice of Slue Springs, Nebraska, came to be in
charge of the medical work. She was a registered nurse and immedi=-
ately began to lnculcate the p@in&ipl@ﬁ of health and sanitation into
1

the hwwble homes of the mountaineers.

Y3, J. Dellall; Ops Cite; pe123
23@&?3& Ee. Epp; Ope Cites pa172,173

3Plorence B, Singery "Ssbbatical Year at the Red Bird," Gvangelical
Missiomary Worlds VI, 285

bp, H. Bller; Op. Cite; p.126
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Miss Rice took over the medical duties of both those on the
staff and all the surrounding community. OShe was assisted only in
eritical cases when a doctor would sometimes be brought in from Pine-
ville,

In Rev. DeWall's first annual report he mentioned thats

Our nurse, Miss Rice, though here but a short time, is receiving
fr@qu?nt calls and is bringing healing to both the body and the
soul.

Miss Rice reparteﬁ that it was only as the workers kept their
bodies physiecally fit that they could do their best for Christ and
«for othera, Their goal was not just to care for the siek, but to pree
vent illness in as many ways as pogssible, To do this, care was taken
to teach the children to observe basic health rules. As nearly as
pessible balanced diets were served in the>dining hall. One of the
most effective ways to prevent sickness was to remedy poor health con-
ditions. However, this was not yet possible, so effective work was
impasaible.z

In the summer of 1923, one of the first big steps was taken in
the medical work at Red Bird, Two operations were performed in Knucke
les Hall. One of the patients was a lady of the community who could
not get well without an operation. A4 visiting doctor, a friend of Rev,.

DeWall, performed the operation. A week later one of the teachers bee

lBo H. E@ib@l; @:— Gi‘bos P-gg

zlgﬁia Be Rice; "Health Work at Beverly," Evangelical Eiasieﬁary
Worldy I¥, 133
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came 111 with appendicitis and the same doctor operated on her, So
Knuckles Hall became a hospital ward for awhile, Miss Rice was on
vacation at the time so the other staff members acted as nurses until
she returned, This incident pointed to the need of a doctor at Red
Bird,l
The need of a Missionary doctor was pointed out to the Board

of Missions by Rev. DeWall, who told them that much suffering could
be alleviated, He also told the Bpard of the many crude and supers.
stitious means and methods used for healing in the mountains, which
were many times worse than the dis&aée itself,?

| One of ﬁhe nost effective wayé of carrying on the medical work
on the %ﬁssi&n field was through "clindics,” These were held for one
or two days aﬁ a time on each of the stations., When these clinics
were held, a visiting physiclan weula come from one of the nelghhore
ing towns to help. On May 19 and 20, 1925, a clinic was held at the
Be#arly Station, with three doctors present: two from Middlesboro and
one from the state board of health, Tuwo register@d nurses; as well
as the Mission nurse, were presents The Kiwanis Clubs of Pineville
and Middlesboro paid the expenses of this particular clinies During
the two days, thirty-four operations é@re performed, seventy physical
examiﬁationa made, twenty pairs of glasses fitted and two cases of

blindness treated. Many of the operations were tonsilectimies among

lrosa J. Dimmicks Cp. Cites p.130

2J& da 1‘3@%';&113 'QE:. Citoi S’OB??



the students of the Mission.t

Although it was not always passibls to have such an extensive
e¢linie, yet much clinical work was done at Red Bird, Jack's Creek and
Beech Fork. -4t Beech Fork the need for first ald was frequent because
of braken,bsnea; spraiﬂs, cuts, boils, dislocations, minor acecidents
and minor illnesses. Some of these &haﬁld have bsen treated by a phys- 
ician but %h@raiﬁag none available atféhat tim&.2

4 ﬁenderfal work was being acssm§1i$h§d in the medicsl field in
@pi%é of thé fact they were withant~t&@ aié,sf a doctor in many cases
when one was needed, The lack of naedéd,xﬁéieal equipment was to be
ccnsidaradfalsé. At this time the mgét pressing need was & resident
physieian;gk‘ﬂnéé'égain the appeal went @ut‘ta the churches a%ressing’
the ﬁaa& for a resident physician 9n~$heVRé& Bird,

By 1926 $ti11 no candidate had been found, Having so many worke
ers on the field with no medical pra%&etien waas brought tov the attens
tion of the Board and the church in the serious illness of Rev. J. S.
Deedrick. It was considered a miracle that his life was spared, At
this time the Board was able to send Dr, E. W. Smalzried, a medical
migsionary from China home on furlough, for a short duration. He was

the first doctor sent by the board to the Red Bird Regian.h

Lclinic at Red Bird Mission,"Evangelical Misslopary WorldsIII,2h8
25. 8. Deedricky Op. Cites pe210
3H, Franklin Schlegels® B " Evange

s Fran ‘ gelsAmong the Kentucky Mounitains," Evangelical

Missionary Worldy III, 255. MMr. Schlegel was the executive Secretary=-
Treasurer of the Board of Church Extensions

uA‘ Ee. Lehmang History of the Red Bird Missiony Unpublished Man,




Soon the call for a dector for the Mission was answered by &
young intern, Dr, Harlan S, Heim of Dawson Nebraska., He was raised
in a missicnary minded home, graduated from Western Union College and
from Cornell Medical School. He served his internship in Bellevue
Hospital in Hew York City.l

In his own words Dr. Heim tells why he went to Red Bird:

For eleven years I had been preparing specifically for mede
iecal service in some foreign mission fleld., I had chosen China,
However, because of unsetiled conditions over there which had
closed the door into that fieldy; the hand of God pointed toward
our migsion field in Kentucky. It was hard to give up an old
ambition and it was only after weeks of indecision that I fiﬁalw
ly became convinced that God wanted ne to serve in Red Bird,®

He arrived at Beverly during ihe winﬁer wf'192?¢ Within an hour of
his arrival he had ireated his first patient, and at the end of the
same month 262 patients had been %rea%ed.B

Miss Rice had done an excellent job preparing the way for a
doctor. She had been able to break down many of the prejudices thav
were so common gmong the mountain pecple concerning doctors. Doctor
Heim was the only doctor within a radius of fifteen miles of led
Birde The medical work could reach inte five counties from this
pﬁiﬁ%oh

Although the way had been well prepared for the coming of g

doctor, it was through Dr. Heim's captivating personality, his skill

Libid,
21pid,
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as a physician and surgeon and his sincere religious spirit that won
the hearts of the §e@ple‘l

Without a doubt, Dr. Helm was the busiest person on the Mission
staff, When he started on a medical tour through mlssion territory, he
never knew where he would be asked to help or when he would be able to
reburn home., People would recognize him and his grey mule, Adam, along
the way and call him up to 2 mountain cabin., Scmetimes he would meet
people who Nar& ﬂn their way to B@V@rly to call him and he had to turn
from his ﬁaya Many times when he arfiﬁed at his destination, word had
gone out that the doctor would be there and there would be additional
calls to mak@.ak

Dr. Heim gained medical kﬁﬁwléﬁge end experience through his
work in the mountains. He came in eéntaa% with illnesses that would
have ordinarily been referred to a specialist, It was impossible %o
refer them to anyone elge so he became g8 specialist in many flelds,
He came in contact with new diseases and wrote articles to medical joure
nals describing them and also reported some of these in person before
the county Medical Society.

When Dr. Heim was appointed to the Mission, the Board of Missions
agreed to make plans for and errect a hospital costing approximately
$12,000. ‘Tﬁis hospital was to become s@lf«supporting.h

1A.E.Lehman; OpeCits; Many felt there was practically nothing Dr,
Heim could not do. One man said,"It looked to me as if the Lord had
given me up, but when I saw that Doc Heim hadn't give me up, I knowed
I was alright.®

21bid,
3Tvid.
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detual work on the hospital was begun in the swmer of 1928,
It was located one~half miles up the Red Bird at the mouth of Cow
Iitk Creek. The buillding was a two story structure providing a nure
suryy I-fay machine, sterilizer; refrigerator and many other necessary
items ot

The haspiﬁél was dedicated on August thirty first, 1928 with
Bishop Samuel ?; Spreng giving the dedicatory address and dedicating
the building. Mrs, Sarah Ernest Snyder, who had been on the original
committee of five to select the location fer the mission, was present
and delivered an address, Rev. DeWall presided at the service but
was unable to siand or walk without the aid of eruteh@s.z

The hospital was opened to recsive patients on November 531?28.
’A patient was admitted the same day'amdk@uriﬂg the following year there
was not & day when there were no gatiénts. On November T, 1928 Mrs,
Howard H. Porterfield, wife of the pastor at Jack's Creek, was admiim
ted to the h@apit&l for an operation which was the firsi one to be
performed in the new building.3

At the close of Dr, Heim's firsi year on the Mission field, he
had traveled over 3,000 miles on mule backe. Hany of these niles were
on dark rainy nights over dangerous mountain trails, often swimming
swollen mountain streams. Still during this time he never lost one

case and he treated over ;,e&e.h

1p, H. Eller; Ops Cit.3 p.126
24, E. Lehmans Op. Cit.
31bid,
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THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL MISSION

The majority of the people in the mauntainé of soubheastern
Kentucky had enjoyed little economic advancements over the past cene
tury and a half, They had lived in very humble dwellings with hardly
the barest necessities of life., In mmét cases thére was no cash ine
come so all their food had to be gctt&a from the earth., Clothing was
all handmade and usually very inadequate. These were the conditions
of most of the people when the Red Bird Missian was first started,

The main purpose of the Mission was to save souls, bul the need
for economic and sceial improvement was imperative., Mrs. J. J. Delall
called attenticn to it in one of her raparﬁs.

But how can the soul be reacheé; thaugh angels preach the gospel,
if the bedy containing that soul is shivering and freezing cold?

Or how can the mind be traiped if children ﬁ@ not have sufficient
clothing to come to school?

Most of the mountain people were poorly clothed becanse of very
little income and the ilmpossibility of getting %o town to purchase
elothing, Because of this, Rev., DeWall sent out 2 reguest to the church
for used, durable clothing. The response to the request waes very grate
ifying as hundreds of pounds of used clothing arrived from the constitue
ency of the church across the nation. One of the great and rewarding
works of the mission was to be able to distribubte the clothing sent
from friends of the Mission,® It was dome in the name of Him who said,

"I was naked and ye clothed meeeeeees.In a5 much &s ye have done it,

Lirs, J. J. DeWalls "Preaching the Gospel with Deeds, Not Words,”
Evangelical Missionary World; III, 125

Eﬂrs. Jo Jo DeWally "A Great Need Supplied,® Evangelical Missione
ary Worlds II, 13k
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even unto the least of these my brethern, ye have done it unto me,"
(Matthew 25:36 & LO) The clothing sent by the Evangelical people
helped to make @h@ gospel demonsirate its kind and charitable @pirit.l
Over a thousand needy people of the ﬁéﬂﬁtains received much needed
warm clothing, %any were dressed bebter theh they had ever been beu
fore.,2 41l the Clothing received was nat given gratus o the people,
but when pssaibl& a small sum was chargaﬁ to thoss who were able to
pay.’ |

The distfibutimn of clothing was nétfﬁhe only charitable wsrk’
‘done by the missions. Other forms of gééiﬁ%&ﬁce were given by provide
ing medical needs, food supplies, edﬁﬁaﬁiéﬁal work and care for ore
‘ph&ns¢h L r

There were fourteen orphaned éhiidranVliving in the dormitory

whose tultion and board were paid by Sehglaréhips, and part of their

Lirs. J. 3. DeWall; Op. Git.; p.126

25, d. DeWall; "Clething Furnished S@V@ral Thousand People by
Red Bird Mission," Evangelical Missionary Worlds II, p.91

Mrs. J. J. DeWall; Op. Cit.; p.126

&J. J. DeWalls "A Stranger Taken In," Evangelical Missionary
Worlds I, 28,285, "Felix appeared one chilly, rainy q8y ifi oVerw
sized worn out overalls and an old waist of his grandmothers. He
wandered around the school during the day and in the evening Rev,
DeWall found him sitting in front of the little store., It was still
raining. He had abhsolutely no place to lay his head. 'The foxes
have holeS.e..sl have no where to lay my head.' Hev. DewWall took
him in, bathed him, cut his hair, clothed him and fed him. The
United Church of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania took his support of $10 per
month to keep him in school, ¥Felix is Just one of many of the same
kind,"




b %
clothing was supplied from the boxes sent by the churches in the north.
There were eight boys and six girls in this group. Some of these chile
dren had one parent living but in every case they were nobt properly
cared fory, as the parent could nol support the family.l
The fact that the late Henry Ford owned approximately 250,000
acres of land in the Red Bird area coniributed to raising the economic
gstandards of the people. Some of them were temnents on the Ford prope
erty and were ﬂiréatly connected with the Mission. This helped %o
bring roads and railreads into many parts of the mountains.2
‘ The primary sovcial improvement of the mountain pecple was evie
denced through the destruction of the “moonshine stills." At the time
of the dedicaticn of the Beech Fork &nrk, a prominent citizen of Bell
County said to Hev. Neibels |
I am.a Baptist, but I want to camﬁanﬁ the great work your mise

gion is doing, its influence has effected several counties. It

has effected our couris, lessening to an appreciable degree the

nurber of criminal cases.’
It was primarily the improving of the economic and social conditions
of the people that helped the missionary endeavor advance as rapidly

a8 1t dide

lp12ine Gobing "Our Orphans," Evangelical Missionary Worlds II,
131,132
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THE TEATH OF HiV. J. 4. DEWALL

The leadership of Superintendent J. J. DeWall was terminated
by his sudden death on September 23, 1928, After serving faithfully
in this capacity for seven years, Hev, DeWall received his higher
gunmons at the age of forty-two years. Hven though Rev. DelWall was
responsible for much of the advancement that had been made and had
carried the Mission over socme of ils greatest hurtles, there was
8111l much te be done. His passing shocked and grieved the entire
Evangelical Church, as well as the mountain people. He was buried
in an humble grave on the mountain side he loved so well.

He radiated a Christian spirit which was contagious, and cone
tinuved long after his body was laid away on the hillside overw
looking the Beverly Mission. The founder of this work became a
great tradition whieh long lingered on through the years, giving
inspiration in moments of indecision and bewilderment,

After his passing, irs. DeWall chose o stay at the lMissicn

and was put in charge of the distribution of clothing and the teaching

of musiec in the sehocl.g
BUMMARY

Another great missivcnary endeavor was siarted by the United
Evangelical Church on home soiles 1t was only through careful planning

and hard laber by many faithful men and women that the Mission passed

1p. H, Eller; Op. Cite; pe 128-129

zwrs. E. A. Fogg; From a Scrapbook of Clipoings,
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the trials of the first years of successful existance. Only through
the combined plamning of evangelistic, educational, medical, economic
and social work was the Mission able to meel completely the needs of
the mountain people. Not one of these phases could have been succesge
fal if carried on by ilself,.

Although the work in this area was by no means easy, 1t was sade
less difficult by the fact that there was a large congtituency throughe
put the Evangelical Church that was praying for it. UHany helped answer
thelir own prayers through contributions and definite setion to encourage
and advance the work in Kentucky. One such group, the primary instiga-
gelical Church.

At the first general jolnt meeting with the Evangelical Associae
tion, the following resclution was adopted: “The support of all Missionw

aries of the southern mountain work."t

Lugron the proceedings of the General Joint Conference," Lvangelie
cal Missionary Worldy I; 28
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CHAPTER iII
Tﬁ@y%ﬁﬁﬁ UNDER SUPEHINTE&EEETJ%Q'E. LEHMAN
THE APPOINTENT OF SUPT. LEHMAN

Tﬁ@ pasﬁiﬁg of Hev. DeWall pr$§eé to be a serious problem for
the Board pfkﬁissiona. It left the Mission without authoritative leadw
ership., The Board of Missicns gave ﬁhé“éiééﬁtive committee of the Mis~
sion th@*auﬁhafﬁ%y to act as manageréfﬁ#ﬁiiktﬁe office could be filled.
Reve E. M. Miller, the principal of %ha Red Bird School, was the chair-
man of this committee, They met waekly Lo discuﬁs the work and pro-
‘gress of ihe Mission. The Board of ﬁiagiaﬂgﬁappsin%ed a comuitiee ef:
three who were charged with special supervisica of the Hission at this
time., It congisted of Bishop Haze, Q} He 3tguffacher and Ueorge ¥. Epp.
They made two extended trips to Hed Bird tq'helg in the supervision of
the work.*

The greatest task of the board at this time was to find a man
gualified to take the superintendency of the Mission. Certain qualie-
ties were needed in the man who would be appointed to this office., He
must be & man of strong personality, leadership qualities, ability to
represent the Kentucky Mission in th&‘churehkand have a co=-operative
spirit. Such & man was found in Rev. A. E. Lehman. He had spent
twelve years as a missicnary in China and had returned to the United

States in 1927 because of political and military disturbances there.2

1®ecrg® F. Epps "The HNew Superintendent of the Kentucky lountain-
eer Misgion," Evangelical Missionary Worlds p.l72

2Ibide; pe173




hie
His experdence in Mission work helped to gualify him for this p@siﬁieﬁ.l
After returning to the United States, Rev. lehman served as pastor of
the Evangelical Church at Tacoma, %&shimgtsn.a On April 10; he was ap-

pointed as Superintendent of Red Bird ﬁisaian.B
THE EVANGELISTIC MISSION

The evangelistic emphasis was presented in several ways, all of
which brought effective results. The weekly emphasis was illustrated
by way of & itypical Sunday on the Red Eirdo‘

The dermitory life began with a quiet hour, a real inspiration
to all, Feollowing this the students went to the dining room where they
offered their thanks for a fine breakfast. While everyone was seated
around the tables they had thelr family worship. This was usually led by
one of the students, but on Sunday one of the teachers was in charge., At
nine thirty the church bell rang, which meant that Sunday School would
start in one~half hour. Dy ten o'clock the basement worship room was
filled with children,and the other classes were alsc well attended, Folw
lowing the ¢lass sessions, all of the classes went to the sanctuary
where each class pave a lesson thought or verse, During the worship
hour, Rev. Lehman brought an inspirational message., After the noon meal

some of the students, who had gone home for the week-end, began to

ip, &, Eller, History of Evangelical lMissions; p.129

gsee?gﬁ E, Epps Upe Cit; pel73
31bid.s pa173
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return to the dormitories. At two forty five some of them took part
in the vesper service at the Hospital. 7This was a service of praise
and prayer, with a short message. The evening meal was again served
in the dining room. After this, some of the students prepared their
questions or topics for the young peoples league meeting. The league
meetings provided a splendid training program for them. After the
evening service the young people of the community hed the privilege
of spending some time in the library with the dormitory students and
gsome of the stalf, After a short time the bell rang and they left
for their homes or rooms.

Sunday's were full days, but the students and staff alike ene
joyed the evangelistic emphasis of the day and "Hejoiced in it.ul

Suanday's were days of evangelistic emphasis more than other
days of the week, However, one of the @n&t profitable avenues Lo
reach the parents was through the chiidr@u. It was also through ih@
children that the future possibilities of the Mission were secured,
They had their own prayer groups and story times. A Catechism class
was held at Jack's Creek for the children,? As the work was carried
on with the children, they in turn would carry their enthusiasm home
to their parents.

The feelings of the staff at Hed Bird toward evangelistic ef-

Linna Speicher; "4 Sunday on the Red Bird," Evangelical Missionw
ary Worlds p.LOl

2Anna Speicher; "Workings of the Missions Among Children,"Evane
gelical Missionary Worlds p.il19
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forts were summed up in the words of Hev. Weibels
The Kentucky fleld joins with others to say that there maykbe
no more ﬁprlﬁs of land to conguer, but there is a world of souls
to save.
With this view in mind, many revivals were held,

Each of the out stations, as well as Beverly, held evangelise
tic meetings for a week or two at a time. To attract added interest
in these meeiings, much work was done ameong the children. Through
them many parents came té the m@etinés and wér@ gaved.

A maetiﬁg was held at Jack's Sreek in the spring of 1931 by
the pastor, Rev. Howard W, Porterfield. In the first week and a half,
twentyaﬁwb souls found thelr way %o the alt&? for forgiveness of sine
Twenty of these were first time deeisiens,vyan the final Friday, Sate
urday and Sunday, Rev. Lehman was there to be in charge of the sere
vices and to bring the messages. On Friday night there were 110 pree
sent with five saved. On Saturday two more were saved and on Sunday
morning five souls found their peace with Gode A total of thirtye
four sculs were won to Christ during the meeting. After the close of
the meetings the common comment heard was "we never saw nor heard it
like this before,"2

In the fall of 193l another evangelistic meeting was conducted

with Rev, Tim Miller, a singing evangelist, This was the Millers! sec=

lposeoe E. Weibely “Rich in Opportunities,” Evangelical Missionary
Worlds April, 1930; VIIT; 134

zﬁcward We Porterfieldy "4 New Day Dawns at Jack's Creek," Evane
gelical Missionary Worlds Aprils 19313 IX; 133
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ond series of meetings at Bed Bird. The situdents greeted them with the
cﬁerus let The Beauly of Jesus Be Seen in Me," The Millers'! had
taught them the chorus during their previous campaign. The meeting
consisted of nine services with seekers at the altar at nearly every
one,t

One of %hé outstanding evangalistie services ever held at Beve
erly up to this time, was in Janu&ryfaf 1935, Heve F. G. Kuebler, from
Indiéna, was the evangellst, Urg&ﬁtgpfayar :equests were sent out to
the ehufeﬁes ﬁflﬁh@ area for s@@aialﬂprayerfker the young peoples The
day of the r@ﬁ&%&i came on the last Sﬁaﬁéy’ih January. Following the
sermon &ight &éﬁﬁyta the altar seekiégﬂsalvétiom¢ At the evening sét#
vice, maré &&mé s@éking¢ Student pr%y@r g:aﬁpa were organiszed and ha1df
each av&ning’iﬁ;the two dermitori@s,i"fﬁé sta&@ﬂts took turns as 1&ad;
erss They ré&ﬁ & bible verse; made 3;5h0?% comment and then time was
 $peﬂt in prayer. They came voluntarily éﬁ the prayer groups and t§ the
services and &ﬁtsred intoe each one with greal -earnestness. HMany bad |
 Eéan‘praying for a great revival amﬁ‘éad éﬁsﬁera& prayerg Fif%ysene
*eame %¢ the altaf during the course of the meeting. HMany of these
‘were first time decisions. Others came to renew their faith. All of }
‘the tﬁir%yis@veﬁ dormitory girls butlan@ ﬁafé seeking to follow Christe
Twenty=three of the thirty-three darmiﬁséy ‘boys had confessed Chrisb
as their Lord and Saviour, Indeed God did work in Red Bird.?

Lirs. AsE.lehmang Red Bird Hotesj Evangelical Missionary Worlds
December, 193Ls Xilj Lok

Zhrs. A.E.lehmans Red Bird Notesy Evangelical Missionary Worlds
Janvary, 1935; p.h




52w

The following year it seemed that Satan reigned during a ree
vival. COChristians were praying but there were very few decisions.
Toward the close of the meeting, with special emphasis on prayer,
Gpdls glory reigned supreme. On the last night twenty-five bowed at
the altar. Again revival was in evidence at Beverly.l

Another form of evangelistic effort was the one night evangele
istic c&mpaign; One such service was,heid when Rev, Porterfield and
Rev. Lehman visited Double Creek, twéﬁty~fiva miles below Beverly on
the Red Bird, The people had been urging and planning for a service.
Eighty were present in the little school house on a Sunday morning.
It was the first service held in thatkplace for five or six years,
God again blessed in the service, Thia area was thickly populated for
a mountain area and afforded many opportunities. The sad realization
was that the Mission was not able to establish a permanent work there.z

Regularly scheduled evangelistic services were not the only op=
portunities. Other services that brought excellent opportunities for
evangelistic preaching among the mountain people were the funeral and
baptismal services. A funeral service was usually conducted about a
vear following the burial, It was more of a memorial service., Those
who were not in the habit of going to church were usually present for

these services, The emphasgis of the Evangelistic preaching presented

1 : .
Evelyn Custer; "4 Year at Hed Bird," May, 1936; Evangelical
Missionary World; p.159,160

2urs, A, E. Lehman; "Red Bird Notes," Lvangelical Missionary
Worlds July, 19323 p. 268,279
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the claims of Christ in a straight forward, fervent mamner, poriraye
ing Him as the Saviour from sin.l

It was the custom of the Red Bird staff to hold at least one
protracted evangelistic meetlng each year. One such effort was the
pre-communion week of services held by Rev, lehman in the first week
of March, 1933, These meetings waye;wﬁll attended and four students
bowed at the altar, In this partiaular gseries of services Hev, Leh=
man tried to lead the students and adulte in%e a deeper meaning and
realization of what communion was and is for the individual. On
'Sunday morning Rev, Hiller cenducted,%h&.cammunisn service which
proved a grand c¢limax to the week of?m?@tings.ﬁ On the closing Sun-
day evening of this meeting the ymungk?egylé<haé charge of the enw
tire service, After the pr&liminarias‘ﬁf %hé service, & pageant was
presented @atit&@é iThe Challenge of the Cross." A4s a result of this;
two students pﬁblieally consecrated their lives more fully to Gﬂd§3

Evangelism was not effected by the nations economy. Yet ine
directly it seemed to increase when the economy was at its lowest,
When the great depression came to the United States in the aarl&
thirty's, it also came to Red Bird., Conversions increased even the
ough the ability to supply the pulpits decreased. Because of the

great depression, no pastor was stationed at Beech Fork for two years,

Lirs. 4. E. Lehmanj Red Bird Notesj Evangelical Missionary Worlds
July, 19323 p.268,269

2Louella Ruby; "The Cross Brings its Challenge to Red Bird,"
Evangelical Missionary World; June, 19333 p.186,167

3Ibide; p.187
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Miss Coben and Miss Dimmick carried on the work, Preaching services
were held every two weeks when a supply pastor came from Beverly., It
was during these days that many of the young people, whose lives had
been changed, ably assisted in the worship servicas.l

As the depression came to & el@a@,fthé nation scon found it
self in the throws of a world confliet. But the hand of God continued
to work on the Red Bird, Souls w&reféaved anﬂ the churches grew bew

cause evangelism kwas the main emphasis of the Mission.
THE EDUCATIONAL MISSICON

The educational phase of the mission which progressed under
the leadership of Reve J.J. DeWall continued to advance following
the &ppaintm@nt of Reve A.E. Lehman, The Mission Board conbinued
to make appointments to the flelds where workers were badly needed.
In April of 1930, Miss Alice M. Kruse of Clay Center, Hebraska was
appeinted to the teaching staff at Red Bird High School, The same
year brought the appointment of Miss Misdred Paul, of Johnstown,
Pennaylvania, as "house mpther" to be in charge of the girls dorue
itory.? In 1932, Hiss Joyce Plaxton of Millington, Michigan was
appointed to the Jack's Creek Station when a viecancy appeared there.

She had planned to go to Japan but depleted missionary funds of

the church made it impossible.d

lVera Ge Stull, "In Kentucky land,” Evangelical Missionary
Worlds July, 19333 p. 219

a“ﬁecently Appointed Missiocnaries,” Evangalic&l issionary
Worlds June, 19303 p. 215

JMrs. B.F. Zu ehl, "New Missionary at Jack's Creek," Lvane
gelical Missionary Worlds Oct., 19323 p.L10




In 1931 the curriculum for the scheool at Beverly was altered
to provide for a three year Junier High courge and a three year
Senior High course. By 1935 there were 37h students enrolled in
the miasién schools. Applications for 113 had to be rejected due
to lack of space.l

The mission ieachers played an important part in the ed=-
ucational organization as set up by the Kentucky State bLoard of
education. The missinn teachers were paid by the statey hence
they received the same salary as thekceunty teachers, Therefore,
due to their calling, they were under certain obligations to give
more to the studanﬁs than they could receive in the county schools,.
Throughout the entire school system the mission teachers made g
very definite effort to prepare the student to meet the problems,
temptations and doubts which would come to them once they were out
of the direct influence of the church aﬁdksehoal.a

One of the real situations whieh caéaed the mission teachers
to do their very best came when they realized the majority of the
boys and giris would never be able to attend college or follow
vocations outside the mountains. They endeavored to meet this
challenge by training young girls in home m&king for better living
in the homes they expected some day to establish. They planned a

mountain howme that was not beyond the means of any mountain couple.

1?. He Eller; History of Evangelical Hissionsg The Evangelical
Pressy Harrisburg, Pennsylvaniay 1942

gﬁlaine Gobeny "Working of HMissionse fducational," Evangelical
Missionary Worlds Nov., 19313 p.Ll7,L18
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Four girls lived in the home at a time., They were taught how to
sew, darn, patch, remodel old garments, cook well balanced meals,
learn the care of babies and general home supervision and manage-
ment. One girl who had had the privilege of this special training
made a remark which was typical of the feeling of many:
ihy I would rather loose any other part of my school eﬁ»
perience and training than part with the help I received
in the practice house in school.t
The stéff was vitally interested in the girls and desired that they
wnuld‘haVQ the best homes pessible where Christ would bé honored and
rev&r@ﬁ.z
‘Tﬁraagh the work the school was doing it was able to bring
influences beyond the boundries of the mission, In the spring of
193k the mission was greatly pleased when the High School Glee Club
received an invitation from the leading citizens of Pineville to
present a musical there, They practiced daily under the direction

3

of Mizs Alice Strntét Humerous opportunities were opened to the
school to enter district contests. The University of Kentucky
sponsored a contest in which over 500 students from nine schools
entered in debating, oratory, musie, public speaking and dramatics.

0f five Red Bird studenis competing, two of these won third places,

one in oratory and one in poetic iﬂtaryretatiaa.&

Lirs. B, Miller; IEvangelical Missionary Worlds Oct.,
19333 p. 309

Sips, EJi, Hiller; "The Need of the MountainseTrained Home
Yothers§ Fvangelical Missionary Worlds Oct. 19333 p.309

Srs. AJE. Lehmang "Hed Bird Holes," Evangelical Missionary
Worlds april 193h;s p.116

hﬁrs. A.E, Lehmans "Red Bird Notes," Lvangelical Hissionary
Worlds May 193h; p. il




One of the students received the honor of representing the school
at the State Oraterical Contest in Lexington, He ranked forth among

1 The High School was a member of the statle

the seventeen contestants.
debating league and entered contests with other schools, In the
spring of the year they euntered the tournaments and usually scored
very high.2

Other opportunities afforded for training were given when
the students blanned for commencement exercise, class day, the
alumini banquet, senior élass play and éany other acﬁivitiea‘B

The Mission was justly proud of the number of graduates they
produced. In 1932 the graduatiag;cl&ssrnumbered fifte@n.b Since
the graduating elasses were increasing in numbef each year this
inspired the organization of an alumni’aS$sciatian. Commencement
became a homecoming for the former Red Bird graduates. After the
alumni asscciation was formed, each year a supper was held in the
dormitory with the alumni in charge and the seniors as guests.s

The commencements always brought a sense of sadness because it

meant losing some of the young people ,whom the workers had grown to

lreq Bira Notes; Evangelical Missionary World; p. 197

zalice M. Krusej; "Youth in Kentucky," Ivangelical Missionary
Worlds April, 19313 p. 132

ﬁ.“. iehman; "Commencement on the Red Bird," Evangelmcal
Missionary Worlds May 19323 p.202

h%asa do Dimmick; "Heminiscences,” Ivangelical missz&narg
Worldy July 19323 p. 27k

5“#@& Bird NHotes,® Bwvangelical Missionary World; June 1936;
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love and appreciate. However the schools continued to grow and
there were others to take the place of the ones who had reached
the mark for higher att&iﬁm&nﬁ.

At the cloge of each year most of the students returned to
their mountain homes to help plant and hoe the corn and work in the
gardens. A few of the boys and girls, most of whom had no homes,
remained for the summer tc help do the farm,; garden and repair
work, also the cleaning and the canning, The boys were kept busy
tending the school crops, repairing telephone lines and other work,
The girls cleaned the dormltories, the church and the hosgpital,
washing the bedding for over sizty beds, besides doing the regular
work of cooking and canning.l

Some of the people of the d@nominaéisn had the idea that
the teachers had a real vacation when school was cut. They wrote
asking what the teachers did during their spare time., School was
put the middle of April so that the fa&ng people could help with the
work at home on the farms, However, it resumed again the labter
part of July. During this time the teachers were busy with council
meetings, which began as soon as school w&slaut, Then there were
¥Mother-Baby clinics that had to be atieﬁded. The teachers prepared
dinner for the msothers at noon and also a talk for the afternoon

meeting., Cholr practice was held each Tuesday and Friday evenings.

ko

1@?3. 4.7, Lehmang "Hed Bird Notes," Zvangelical Missionary Worlds
July 193L; p. 205
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A leader was needed to assist for each Sunday evening Christian
Endeavor meeting. Vesper services were conducted each Sunday afternoon
at three and prayer meeting each Wednegday evening. Rehearsals had to
be arranged for those who gave special music or other special features
at each of the services. All af these duties were the responsibili.
ties af‘ﬁhe teachers during the summer months., Added to these were the
r@gulaﬁ‘rsutiﬁa tasks of mending andks@wing far those who were planning
to go away for a few weeks of smmmﬁrigahaél traiﬂing- The boys and
girls who stayed at the mission for iﬁe summer had to be supervised in
the wsék that they were doinge Gcc&é&on&ll&wcame a day of reward in
the feim af‘a giﬁﬁie, games in the evening; a taffy pull, or a trip
one and one half miles down the creekgﬁé “gﬁnther rock® where the water
was deep enough for a dip.

Thisvwas how their "vacation® was spent and the teachers of the
migssion school in Kentucky knew they would not exchange with anyone their
"good ole summer bime,l

There were some V@ry'wmﬁthwhiie regults accomplished through the
gducational work of the Mission. Since the organizaition of the Mission
the greatest emphasis was placed on the development of Christian leade
ership combined with the educational opportunities possible. Many grade
uates of the school turned to their cwn communities for teaching oppore
tunities. By 1932 about ninety per cent af‘the graduates were attending

or had completed colleges One was appolinted Superintendent of Schools

lilice m, Kruseg "The Good Ole Summer Time," Lvangelical Mission-
ary Worlds July, 193Lj p.202,203
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in Bell County and others were principals of school.t - The school was
very proud of one of the first graduates, lester Knuckles, for he had
become State Representitive and worked hard fsr better scheool laws for
the mountain districts, also for lawﬁ‘pramﬁting p@aa@.g

4 "moonlight school® was taught by another former Red 5ird grade
wate., Forty or more grown men who wished %G learn to read and write
and Tigure came to thiz night school ?e%we@n the hours of five and nine.
The Government relief committee paid the teacher,’

One of the most satisfying results of the training and influe
ence given the students by the staff workers, was that a majority of
the young people consecrated %hsmselvés ia ﬁﬁri&ti&n works 4 young
man from Jack's Creek fully consecrated his life %o Ggris%'émd prepared
for tﬁe Chrisbian ministry. Others desired college training for larger
fields of sérvice in nursing, medicine, law and teaching. All who went

out from the Red Bird Mission had a higher aim and purpﬁs& in 1if%eb

lRosa J. Dimmicky Op. Cit.s pe 273

- ZMrs, Ao E. Lehmany Red Bird Hotesy Zvangelical Missionary Worlds
April, 193k p.l16

3Ibides p.117

&ﬁra‘ Jo Jo DeWally "Some Hesulis of a Decade on the Red Bird,"
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THE MEDICAL MISSION

- From the beginning the medical missionary felt that he was
primarily a satvant of Christ, and sac@ndarily a physician. At the
close of Dr, Heim's first year, his répért to the Board of Missions
emphasized this philosophy. :

The medical missionary is fifst ] mﬁé@ianary and then a docw
tor. The dominent note of his work is spirituval, rather than
humanitarian., His motive is to heal the soul as well as the
body. The whole program of medical missions must be subservient
to the evangelistic appeals If it undertook less than this, it
would be reducing a high ealliag to the low level of a asaﬁl&r
prefes%iaﬁ; '

o pill without a prayer, no operation without co»aperatien .

;with God and first calling upon Him for his guidance., In the of-

‘fice, at the clinic, in the hospital, the nursery, lumber camps,

the school rooms, in the homes and the rough and long weary

miles of travel on horseback; we have tried to mix evangelism

and medicine in such doses that wou g not anly heal the mndy

but brlﬂg 1iéht and life tothie soul.
His faith in God had carried him tbraugh:mamy near disasters; and
contact with diseases, One evening the‘su?randing area of the misg-
ion had had a hard rain and the nighﬁ‘was black as pitche. Dr. Heim
had beén out across the mountains and thée workers were begluning to
‘wonder if he would be able to return. The creeks were quite swollen
from the heavy rains. Around one o'clock at night they saw the flicke
er of a light and could tell by the movement it was carried on mule
back., The stubbornness of the mule and the ever watchful eye of

God saved them from going over an embankment. Once again the doctor

lpe, w.s. Heims "Workings of Missions-Medical,” Evangelical
Missionary World; Nov, 1931; p.Llé,L17
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returned home safely.l
Dr. Heim realized the need of medical care for the mountain
peoples It was heart-breaking to see the tragic results of "The
Great White Plague® among the youth. This was better known as tubere
enlosis and was an insidious and relentless destroyer. The germ of
T.8. made its attack upon its victim early in life through the kisses
and caresses of an affectionate but afflicted parent, relative or
friend., If it were as sudden in its mandisfestations alfter exposure as
measles, the people would not have exposed themselves or their childe
ren unﬁecassarily. But because it was so deceptive and held in re-
straint for varying lengths of time, whole families were exposed and
became potential victims of the disease. The most fertile field for
this dreaded disease.was among the péér. Practically all of the mounte
ain people were poor, so consequently it made them an easy Qrey‘fer it,.
Due to the increasing economic n@eda, £§ekhea1th of the mountaineer
was maée all the more precarious. The féédgﬁf the average family lackw
ed the essential vitaminﬂ and prabeeﬁive qnalities to resisﬁ disease.
The homes lacked adequate sunlight and sleeping rooms., The men feared
being found with zigns of the disecase ﬁhereféra they would not seek
medical aid early enough to effect afaurs. Some clung to fatalistie
ideaég others were indifferent and refused to co-operate in carrying
out a health program where treatments were giv&n in the homes,
While calling on some of the affiicteﬁ families, the doctor

found many sad situations. In a poorly, built, one room cabin lay a

Lurg, H. S, Heimjy "The Diary of a Doctor's Wife," ZIvangelical
Missionary Worlds August, 19323 p. 311




young women on & bed in the cornere. The look of youth had long faded,
evidenced by her feverish, ansious expression. She was in the final
stage of the diszease and only nineteen years of age. .

In another home they found a mother of temn children waging a
brave but losing battle against the disease.

-In fighting T.B.;, the doctors engaged the whole-hearted support
of the State Depariment under the direction of Dre. L. E. Smith; a ree
tired missionary from Africa. A4ll eﬁ@saeé.chiléreﬁ were given the
tuberculin test, A survey of home §onditiana was made, and suggese
tions for improvementis were glven. Visits were made to the homes of
suspects at three month intervals., ﬁlinieﬁiét the hospital were held
twice a year, where examinations were made and x-rays takens The
agﬁivekcasE$ were admit%ed to the T.E.’warﬁ. Surgery and atrificial
pneumothorax were offered the cases réquiriﬂg suwhe A general health
progran was carried out fto improve living conditions and to build st
ronger bodies,.

They met with éiaappainting as well as gratifying resulis,
Hevertheless, they wished to continue to make it possible for the youth
cf the mountains to have the same chance to fight this destroyer as
others had.t

Other clinies were set up for the prevention and spreading of
the disessey and to educate the people of the mountains on how to care

for the minor illnesses.

1%, J. Knophy "The Destruction That Wasteth at Noonday," Lvangel-
ical Missionary Worldy January, 19333 p. 9,10
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In 1927, a Red Bird Mothert's and Bables Clinie was organiszed. At
these elinics the babies were weighed and measured and their normal
welght determined., They were given medical attention and periodical
physical examinations by the ésctarsgf Any necessary treatment was give
en, and %h& e§rraa%iaa of existing pﬁyéicalAd&fects made or the indivie
duals were encouraged to have them made., &i} infants and children of
pre-school age were immunized agaims@_ﬁ&e diseases: typhold, diptheria,
and smallpox, ’?ﬁ@y tried to safeugaggd %hé.éhild in his early years
and to havakhim'in the best @mssible?eeaéiﬁisa when he would be ready
for school. then the clinic first speaé&’%hér@ were seven in regular
attendance, with én average monthly &%ﬁéﬁd@nﬁe of four,<d In April of
1932 ﬁhgr@ were forty-eight bables régigﬁareé at the clinic and by Jane-
vary of 1934 they had enrolled 111 infants aﬁd ¢hildren under the age |
of sixbyﬁarﬁ.’ The average monthly attendance totaled forty-one babies
and tweniy-Live mm%h@?&.g

In the spring of 1931 & tonsil clinic was held at the Hospital.
Dre Riddle from Harlan, Kentucky, came to assist Dr. Helm. They re-
moved the tonsils from thirty-two patients in one day. Sixbteen of the
patients stayed overnight at the hospitals The rest were allowed to
return to their dormitory rooms +3

4 c¢linic, to be conducted in all the mission schools, was st~

lﬁagel A, Heimj; "Opportunities For the Mothers of the Mountains,®
Dvangelical Missionary Worlds 19283 p.136

2Tbides pPel36

BRuby Swishery "At the Red Bird Mission Hospital," Evangelical
Missionary Worlds March, 19313 p.100,101
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arted and became an annual affair. FRach year many of the new children
had to be coaxed to let the doctor examine them. At one particular
clinie held at Jack's Creek school, blue ribbons were awarded those
who met the f@qnirementakaf the Kentueky Blue Ribbon Standard. This
meant the immunizgiion against Typhaié, Diptheria, smallpox, no corw
rectable physical defects, normal weight and good health habits. After
the examination of the students, fiV@ ribb9§5'wer@ awarded. 4 shord
health program %as given by the chil&rea and the physician spoke to taa:
parents urging better methods of s&méﬁa@ianmﬁa‘%hﬁ hsﬁaal

The cliniaé‘yrev@é to be a g&e&ﬁ éﬁ%éﬁ to the mission and to the:
mauﬁtain pecple. It seemed somebhing hagp&néd each day that strengthe
ened the medical work. In 1929 Dr. Helm registered the Hospital with
the Am@éi@aﬁ lMedieal Asseciations In 1930 two new nurses were appeinted
to the staffs [Has Huby Swisher from Findley, Ohio and Hiss Vargaret
Patterson from Wheatland, Ii&inai&.z‘ By 1932 there were enough nurses
on the staff to require & superintendent of nurses., Miss Rice wWas ap-
pointed to this pesition. Beeauwse of eﬁnéiﬁiaﬁﬁ, circumstances warrante
ed the appointument of another doctor. In 1931, Dr. and %rs§ E. d. Knoph
arrived on the field and proved to be a great help to I, ﬁeimeB

In the early 1930C's the Mission began to feel the pangs of the

depression. It played great havoc with the medical work. At the gquart-

lﬁiri&m Fausty YJack's Creek School Clinic," Evangelical Missionary
Worlds May, 19323 p. 195,196

23. H, Stauffacherj "New Nurses on the Red Bird," Evangelical Mis-
sionary Worlds April, 19303 p.l12L,125

P H.Ellers Op. Cit.
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erly Council Meeting which met in June of 1933, a feeling of sade
ness pervaded the workers as they h&& to make plans to close the
hospital to some, It was not easy to make a cholece as to who would
be admitted and who would not. 1 Fiﬁancial conditions were growing
worse andy as the funds for syerating the Misslon became less, it
became necessary to release some of the wu@%&rs.

In the fall of 1933, Dr. and lrs, Heim left for & two year
leave of absense. The lumer train was not running the morning they
lefd sé they d@ﬁ&é%@d in true moﬁw%ain sﬁyl&‘an mules, sultcases
held in fﬁsnﬁ or dangling down in feed sack&fon each side of the mule.
They took their big German police dog, Srownie, with them. DBub idam,
the faithful mule, stayed on and carried on the good work over the same
0ld mountain trails under the ministering hands of Miss Rice.?

In April of 193k the Mission was foriunate to acquire the sere |
vices of 2 volunteer housekeepear for the hospital. HMiss Walser, as
well as two nurses, came in answer to a request for volunteers who
would be willing to give a year's service for beard anly,B In the fall
of the &amé year, Dres C. H. Kalser of Hillsboro, Kansas spent nearly
two weeks at the Mission helping Dr. Knoph with ear, nose and throat
clinics, MNineteen pairs of tonslls were r@mbved, twenty=cight patients

were cared for and LS50 office treatments were given. Also at thie time

lﬁra. A« E. Lehmany"Red Bird Notes," Evangelical Missionary Worlds
p.191
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ancther successful Caesarean operation was performed. Iater Dr. inoph
spent two days at Bright Shade out-station fourteen miles away. O the
@ightyﬁfiva patients treated there, four of them needed major operae
tions. Four other distant points in the same bterritory were just as
needy and depended on Dr. Inoph for &zi mediecal help., He had responsie
hilité@a‘&qaalling two or three doctors.l

| How grateful the needy people of the mountaing weré for the Hogw

pital, \Qmﬁ woman operated on couldn't stop singing the praises of Dr.
XKnoph and the nurses. OShe told the people that the doctor could take
chunks of flesh and bones and sew then u? &nﬁ "they will grow, almost.V
While she recovered from her Gye?atiéﬁ, Dre Enoph performed a Caesare |
ean operation ﬁﬁ a young mother. The mother told of how the doctor
prayed before the operation, taking his patients to the gates of heaven
for h@aliﬁg'g |

Sunday afiernoon services were held gt the hospital where the
patients could enjoy the songs, prayers and the message through their
open door ways. They recelved the word as a great blessing while lying
on beds of sickness. Back home in the hollows they would talk of the
wonderful hospital,"most like Heaven," for months afterwvards.>

By 1936 the depression had subsided and the Missicn began to ree

gain its normal gupect. On Cobtober 23, health day was held at Jack's

Lips, 4. E. Lehman; Red Bird Notesj Evangelical Missionary Worlds
Hovember, 193L; pJhick

2%?&. 4. F, Lehmang Red Bird Notesy Evangelical Missionary Worlds
Pebruary, 193Ls p. 117
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Crecke. aAmsisting Lr. Knoph and Hise ilee woere Dre Yurner and Yrs,

‘]

the examinations,

fate

Cornett of the leslie Uounty welfare, Followin
the ehildren gave three plays on health. In spite of the many ine
seulations given, 1t proved to be a profitable and enjoyable time
for alled

4fter gpendinp seven years of consecrated gervice alt the Hlgw

Se Lnoph left ded ;xf%.z tre daymond

lelson was ape

iﬁﬁ& 5 ?“t @ﬁ&&
pointed by the Joard of Slssions to replace Ure Xnophs He arrived

in the summer of 1936 and stayed untill his resimation in 1840, 3

o

fHE

The great depression of the 1930's was a blow to the economy

¥ 42

of the Hed Jird Mission as well as the natiovn. Decause of i, some

of the work of the “ission had to be curtailed, Althouph it sesmed

;,
2 being turned awsy.

£~a
z«:

the work should be going ahead students »
in 1920 the beard of Missiong had to reduce ths mission's ape

oropriations by 15,000, This hampered the work bul the staff worke
5 3

ers asgumed part of this reduction. They subsoribed {2L00 ocut of

Vritschy "Health Lay at Jack's Creek;?” Lvangelical fige
January, 19363 p.lil,11

2;2, e de nﬁ&ﬁh; ﬁf“?@ﬁﬁﬁi%ﬁ fiotes of Fentucky Hountaineer fise
sions,” Evangelical “dssicpary worldy June, 19363 p.l90
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their reduced incomes so that the work wounld not suffer teo much. The
salaries of the workers were reduced, without complaint, from twenty=-
one to forty-six p&rcenﬁ*l Fyen the reduced salaries were not enough
to offset the deficits of the missionary enterprises of the Ivangele
jcal church., Four faithful workers had to be withdrawn from the
field, All the workers as well as the Doard of Hissions, felt it was
a time of standing still, if not actual retreat., All were willing to
sacrifice so the work could be maintained as nearly as possible on a
normal scale, In June of 1933 the salaries had not been pald for two
months and there were no promises of definite income for the future.g
The workers were effected by the despression bul not ﬁé&fl? ag
much as the people of the mountains. In good times there was little
money among the mountaineers bul now there was none at all, There
was a great demand for clothing and in the winter of 1931 only half
a3 mu ch came to the ¥Mission as usuval, Children's clothing was neede
ed most of all and it was they who suffered most severely from the
C-‘O?Ld-’s
Crops were good durding the fiprst twoe summers of the deprege

gion but there was no sale for the commodities. Therefore families

I, Ho Ellers Ops Gite pel29

Cirs. A E. Lehmani Red Bird Notesy Evangelical Missicnary Worlds
19333 p.151

5
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with plenty of fvod were unable to secure enough money for claﬁhimg.l
“hen the pecple came to the Mission for clothing they seldom were
able to pay in cash. Beecause of this the ¥Mission operated on a bare
tering basis and accepted egpgs, chickens, potatoes and other produce
in exchange for the clothing. Since the Hission was u nable {o proe
duce all of the foodstuffs it needed, this was a boost to their bud-

zet as well as a help to the pecple, Only in the cases of great pnve

Ll
*

erty was the clothing given away.d Once in awhile there were those
who were able to pay in cash. This money went intc the budgebt approe
priations for the %issi&n.B
To add te the despair of the economic welfare of the Misslon,
Heve Porterfield's house and all its contents burned in the night
during a severe thunder storm., OUnly a few dresses and some bedding

-

were saved. The fire awakened the family from a sound sleep and they
had only encugh time to escape through a window. mountain family

very kindly took them into their home untill tempory shelter could

4

be secured.” The incident prompted the Women's Hissionary Soclety of

the Ivangelical Church to begin saving Lincoln pennies for the re-

building of the home of Hev. and lrs, Porterfleld. Even though times

Y

l“ﬁ&@d Clothing for Hentucky', Evangelical Missionary World;
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W@é@ hard for everyone, thore was still the williﬁgﬂega to share. Some
of th@'ﬁi$5ianary Societlies throughout the church had miscellanecus
showers to help replenish the many needed articles lost by the Forte
@rfields.l
The depression proved to be a time of testing the economic
status of the Mission. Howsver, everyone was‘willing‘ta help and sagw

rifice so the work could be carried on. [luring the summer vacations

ome of the students stayed at the mission to help with the work. The

0

girls did cooking and housework at the dormitories and the hospital.
The boys were kept busy with road building, gardening and general rew
pair work, OUne of the high school boys acted as Sunday School Supere
. 2

intendent,

It was discovered that the most effective help that could be
given to the mountain people was to teach them te help themselves.
This was done during these years with the help of Federal Helief Aid,
A Hational Youth A dministration Uonference was held at Jack's Creelk,
The girls met in a school house where they were taught sewing, essente
ials of gocd cooking and the care of bables and children. This prow
gram enabled the girls to make clothes for themselves and their

families, They were required to put in forty-four hours a month

lﬁrs. Je3. Stammy "Lincoln Pennles tuv bulld NHew Missionary Home,"

Pe5 Evangelical “issionary World
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and were palid seven dollars for it, The boys had a prograwm with
similar work. They were taught ilamprovement of buildings and gre

oundsy planiing of trees and seeds and wmany other practical things.

i

They were required te pul in the same amount of time as the girls
and were paid the same for it.l

Anocther factor which helped the scunomic conditlon was the
reopening of the lumber company which had been closed for over a
year, This mesnt jobs and Tood and clothes Tor a number of lame
ilies.

fegardless of the many heartaches and trials od 1ife dur-

g the depression, the mountaineer people possessed the rare a-
bility tz look beyond thelr hardships and enjoy themselves, [rew
guent social gatherings ouring these hard tlues helped them to
weather the fiuancisl storme

It was cduring this time that a program was inaugérsted to

have & social hour for the students every Saturday evening. There

alsc were literary programs presented. These conslsted of plays,

&

debates, rea 1ﬁ§s, oraticns and musical numbers. JSometimes there

were games and refréah&eﬂtﬁ.B On oune ol these Salurday eveulngs,

1Joyce Plaxtony Evangelical ¥issionary korld; July, 1936,
pe228, 229
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Horlds April, 19313 p.l132
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the students who attended the "Moonlight School§ furnished the pro-
gram.i ‘This group kept a very appreciative audience of about 300
all laughing with their humocrous ssngs, recitations and antics. 4
new warzﬁ had orened to many of the middle aged parents who had never
had the appartunlﬁy to develop their tal@nts‘Q

In June of 1935 one of the grﬁatast social events to ocour atb
the ﬁi$$iﬁﬁ was %ﬁ& first wedding aeyémeny ever conducted at the Red
bird Church. Iiss Alice Struts, whe had been teaching in the High
School for six yearsy and Perle ﬁ&&f&&ﬁm,‘ﬁhé graduated from the Hed
‘Bird High scﬁe&i wiﬁh the class of lﬁﬁﬂéfaﬁévla%&r from Western Unlon

College, were united in marriage. For awhlle they continued %haif

o

work in the mountains.’ Then they went “a‘a‘? sbyterlan school in
the mountains bub later returned to Red Eir& where he is now princi-
pal of the school,

4 garvgg of the comumnity of Beverly was conducted Lo awsxaﬁ
in asaerﬁaigiﬂg the needs of the people in fubure planning of the ige |
sion work. This was done primarily for the benefil of the Beverly
station, It covered a radius of three miles with the center being the
Beverly station. This way no mouniains had to be crossed. The fole

Aowing information wae soughi in the survay, age of each member of

1,

This was a night school conducted for parents whe had never had
the privilege of attending school,

zﬁrs. A+ E, lehmang Red Bird Noteej Zvangelical lMissionary Worlds
De 116

Jirs. 4. B Lehmang Hed Bird Notes, Zvangelical Missionary Worlds
dugust, ':1?353 Pe 301,302
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the family, literacy, Sunday School atiendance, church affiliation,
number of children, those attending school, the amount of land and
forest owned and if the family had & cash income. They also noted
the home conditions and special family meeda.l The results of this
survey helped the Mission to categorize the needs of each family and
determine in what way they could be met.

The Mission grew in many ways aﬁd Rev. Lehman pointed out some
of these in his tenth annual report. In 1921 the properiy of the Misw
gion congisted of one small dwelling and a few acres of land, By 1931
there were twenty=eight workers and the property was valued at $143,
850. At the time of this report there were seven congregations with
a combined membership of 299, A great spirituwal impression was made
upon the communities and upon individuals, A man born and raised in
the mountains who held an office in the State and later in a Federal
post in Washington, D.C., said this about the work:

It is almost incredible that sueh a stupendous and far reachw
ing work could be accomplished in such an apparantly unpromising
gection in so short a time,2

At the close of another iten years of progress, there were five organe-
ized congregations with a total combined membership of L39 and 31
staff members.>

It seemed the Mission did not show a large gain during the

lLydia B, Ricej "A Message From the Cumberlands," Evangelical
Missionary Worlds October, 19323 p. 352

2, =, Lehmany "Item From Annual Report of the Kentucky Mission,"
Evangelical Missionary World; November, 19313 p. 413

3p, H, Ellerj Op. Cit.; p. 129
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1930's but it was building confidence and becoming more established
in the communities where work was being done.

Due to World War II the economic advancement was brought to
2 minimum during the last five years of Rev. Lehman's superintend-
antye. It was impossible to do many things in the way of building
and m&intaiﬁanse work, due to lack af/materials and money.

Even though there were no new churches organized and dedi=
cated during his term of office, Rev, Lehman performed a magnifi-
cent task for Red Bird Mission. |

Because of age and health he retired in 1946,

The [Red Zird Mission experienced wany trying times during ihe
superintencancy of Rev. Lehrman. In the early years of his appointe
ment the'greai depregsion left its scar there just as it had in many
ovther places of the pation, Following this came World war II which
continued to hinder the advencement of economle and material nceds,

e

wuring these years the power of Cod

was never doubbted, The falth of

1

the Mission workers increased and they realized more than ever the
needs of the mountain pevple, They sacrificed in rany ways so that
the work of the Mission could be carried on, Fvangelism and Educa-

tion were stressed, The Vedical staff was busier than ever. rade

st

nally financial conditions improved and they could see the advancee
ment in all phases of ¥issicn life, It was a real joy for the worke
ers to walk hand in hand with Cod as they continuved to serve Him

among the people of the Kentucky mountains,
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THE WORK UNDER SUPT. JOIN W. BISCHOFF

THE APPOINTMENT OF JOHN W. BISCHOFF

The retirement of Rev. A.B. Lehman made it necessary, once
again, for the Board opf Missions to seek a new man for the superine
tendency. They sought for the same gqualifications they had in pree
vious appointments. A4 man of strong personality, leadership qualie
tiea, ability to represent the Kentucky Mission in the church and
have a cowoperative gpirit. |

This time these qualifications were met by a man who was pase
toring the church at Jack's (Creek., After accepting the call, John W,
Bischoff was appointed to the position in 1946,

Rev, Bigchoff is presently serving as Superintendent of the Red

Bird Mission.



THE EVANGELISTIC MISSION

It was fitting for Rev. Bischoff to begin his duties as Super=
intendent of the Mission in the year 1946 because that year closed
twenty~five years of Christian service at Red Bird, The war had just
reeeﬁﬁky'&ndéd and the Mission was locking fﬁrward with anticipation
to new efforts umﬁer new and @ffee@ive leadershipe «

' Rev. zmamff was faced with the task of leading the Mission in-
to new areas af wwrk and beginning amat&er sagcessfnl quarter century
for %he ¥aster in the Kentucky Mounteins. =

Several new missionary families and‘iﬁdivianala were appﬁintéd~
lﬁa £411 many of the new areas de$1riﬁg gervice which could not be filn
led during the war, Many communities were still untouched,and Revs
,Bisa&aff realized what was shead when he saié:

The work of the past has been well done, but right before us
the numerous opportunities for greater achievements continually
challenge us.t ’

One of the new Mission families was Rev. and Hrss Arthur Rus-
sells They were appointed to the Mill G?@ék station early in 19L6.
They were the first resident missionary family to supply this statiénsg
At that time, Mill Creek was placed on ﬁxe regular station status. 4
new parsonage was bullt at the time of theirﬁaﬁpeintmﬁnt. It was lo-
cated next to the beautiful little white mhﬁreha While the parsonage

Ljohn W, Bischeif; "Looking Ahead at the Red Bird," The World
Evangel; Cctober, 19L6j3 XXIVs 15

< 2pg, Arthur Russelly "An Opportunity for Service," The World
~ Evangelj July, 19L6; XXIVy 1L
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was being built, the ministers family lived in an old store,t
The work grew under effective leadership. In 1956 a youth

fellowship was organized with thirteen members. One of the prie
mary emphasés of the church was to reach the young pecple. In
eﬁgaéisiﬁg the Ybﬁ%h Fellowship, it aaa‘garﬁially able £6 do 50e°

A definite evidence of the eeaaéfn af‘ﬁhi$ new mission sta-
ﬁian,far its young people and ehil&r?ﬁ was shown in the  spring of
1958, It §u#e&a$éd a truck to provide transportation for the childe

‘ren and young people from their homes to the churehe The truck

 traveled to two unchurched cgmmunitiéﬁ.g

In 1948 another needy work was begun in the Greasy Fork come
munity. It was located in Leslie Camﬁty, east of the Beech Fork
center. The work was carried on here for two years without a rese
idence for the pastor. In 1950 new living quarters for both pastor
and teacher were builts The pastor taught in the one room school and
carried on his work ministering to the spiritual needs of the peeple¢h

Another station establisbed during this time was at Middle Fork
center, located five miles over the mountains from Beverly in leslie

Lyohn W, Bischoffj Op. Cit.; pe 15

| 2uTet us Pray," The World Evangely December, 19563 pe3LO

3ulet us Pray," The World Evangel; May; 1958; p. 162

bour Kentucky Highland Missionss Department of Home Mission and
Church Lxtension; 19503 De 22,23
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county. The work was begun inv1§56. A parsopage was bullt in 1951,1

The work was effectively carried ocubt under the leadership of
Rev. Boscoe Welbel, In 1955 a new chapsl was dedicated, This marked
a definite period of harvest and growth for the Kingdom.” In 1956 a
congregation was organized with six ahﬁr&%rﬁﬁembersoa The effective=
nesg of the work at this center was d@aﬂyrimarily to a&tﬂeasiﬁg and
living éaily a&m&r&iﬁn to the aémsmi imﬁ #let all things be dene in
Yove b

%ﬁﬁﬁey Fork center was @s%&alﬁ%ﬁ@é iﬁ 1951 with a full time
past@r. ?hi@ center was localed $$ﬁ$ﬁ of B@v@rly in Bell county. In
41952 a new parsonage was built for the @&star and his family. The work
‘showed gigns of progress and eppsrtuﬁiﬁigs for advaacemﬁn%.g

‘Ths’mmét recently established fﬁil time station ls Beoch Cresk,
located in Clay County. o

The Phillips Fork church warkkbegan in the early years of tﬁe
Mission, however il was discontinued due to the lack of funds, lMission
personel and residents living in the community. In October, 1957, the
people at Phillips Fork voted unanimously to hold regular weskly serve

Libid,

RRBIRISS

Q“Let us Pray,? Tha World Evangels January, 19563 pe. 10

3uLet us Pray," The World Evangel; August, 19563 p.201

&%rs. Hoseoe Weibels "The Witness to the Good News," The World
Evangels March, 1955; p.85

Déur Kentucky Highland Missions Ope Cit.; p.23
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ices and to purchasge new scng books, This action was the result of
a revival meeiting and the interest was very encouraging. Rev. Haye
mond Bjork, music teacher in the Beverly school, was appointed to
serve this field,

These points of contact have been m&dé through much prayer and
ern@sz sgerifice on the part of manye It was with prayerful delermie-
nation that the work was carried on even in the most trying times,
Justice CGramer expressed the feeling of many of the workers in the
following statement: 7 |

 With the high mountains snd the narrow valleys of the Red Bird,

there were no wide horizong; no place to look bub w, so we learn
and try to pass on to others the privilege and power of prayer.?

With the merging of the Ivangelical church and the United Brethe
ern in Christ Church in 19L6, the ﬁbmﬂa*é ﬁissienary Sacieﬁy»beaam& the
Women's Society of World Service sfvth@ Evangelical United Brethern
Church, The Migsion desired to have a W,3.W.3. in each of the local
churches., In 1952 two new organizations were begun, one at Beech Fork
and one at Lower Beech Fork,”

In September, 1955, the Kentucky Branch of the W.S5.W.S5:. was ore
ganized during the provisional session of the Kentucky Conference, Dr.

Janet Bilbert, Executive Secretary of the W.S,W.3,, was present and

1“@@ Tell in on the Mountain," The World Ivangels February,1957;

p. Ll
2o Witnegs to the Grand News," Ops Cit.; p.06
Bﬁra, George Surfacej The World Evangel; October, 19523 p.278
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conducted the organizational meetinge. There were four sovcieties fron
the Red Bird HMission area whiech previcusly were affiliated with the Ine
diana South Branch., Urs. Harry Sinks was elected the first Branch Prese
ideaﬁ.l in the first two years, the branch sceiely made a net gain of
Pifty-three members making a total membership of 133.2

Through the awsiluries of the churches and the preaching of the
word, men and women were brought to Christ. After meking the decision
to follow Christ, they had the desire to serve in any capacity in which
they were ables One of these ways was demonsirated in the spring of
1955 when ﬁév. and Mrs. Bauman took thelr vacation, When they left,
they hired a man who had been oubt of work for a year, He was to pland
their garden. He had one daughter attending Red Bird High School, two
ghildren at home and a wife who was ill and in the hospital part of the
time, ”%hen the Bauwmen's returned féﬁm %h@ir vacation they paid him for
his services, He accepied the money, then returned it with these words:

i baven't had much %ime to give to the church lately, so I W§ﬁt
you to take ail of this and pub it in the church building fund,

This act represented real sacrifice, yel it expressed how mueh Red Bird

Migsion and Cod meant to him, his family and community.

Zﬁrs. George Surfacej "Kentuecky Branch W.S.W.S5. Organizes,” The
dorld Evangels November, 19553 pe 317

204 Good Record," The World FEvangels August, 19583 p. 2Ll

s, M.E.Baumang “Stony Fork Center," The World Evangels October,
19555 p. 272




THE BDUCATIONAL MISSION

The educationzl department had made great progress since the bgw
gloning of the Mission., By this time the High School and the fowr
grade schools were operating under the joint supervision of the County
Boards of education and the Mission, All regulations for the public
schools were ab@efved. State requirements were not only met, ﬁn% X
aaeéadgl The dormitordies were filled %@»aap&eity each year. Many ape
?lica%iéng ha@ tafbe turned away. The oubstation schools, Jéek's Crecky
Greasy Forl, and Beech Fork were @K@@?i@ﬁﬁiﬁg co~operation as they had |
never seem before, The Board of Missions had been able to keep the
teaching vacancies filled due to the ¢all of God upon -the individual.

In 1952 & special 3@rvicekwaa\h@1d iﬁ‘thé Beverly church to pay
tribute to Miss Anna Speicher who had retired at the end of twenty-four
yearg of teaching in the Red Bird sahwai; She came %o Beverly in the |
ploneer days and introduced hundreds of boys and girls to the basic
rudiments of knowledge. In addition she alsc introduced them daily to
the stories of the Bible,

Although she was one of the "old Timers® on the staff, she ale
ways welcomed promising new methods and ideas for improvement.

Hev., Ira B. Wilson, Red Bird gr&du&ﬁ@ and pastor of the Beverly
Church at the time of !Miss Speicherts retirement from active missione-

ary service, expressed the thoughits of nearly everyone as he read these

1%@@ Bird Mission, Yesterday, Roday and Tomorrow, Brechure from
Beverly, Kentuckys 1955, p.é



words upon the occasion of the service honoring her just beflore she
left the Hiassion.

Teacher, molder of our children's lives, as surely as gny mine
ister of the Cospel had been called te his task, you have been
called to yours., "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you,
and ordasined ysu, that you should go and bring forth frult;....”
(John 15:18) These boys and girls, these young people, these
father's and mother's, are the fruils of your labors, Hawy rise
up and eall you blessed, You have kindled a light in the heart
of maay young people. Your 1ife will live on through the lives
of those ysﬁ.hav@ touched for yowr Master. Ood send us more of
your kind to teach and tia in these preclous on2e we turn over o
be taught, our children,

Hany were s&dﬂ@m@ﬁ by the departure sf Miss Speich@r, yet God sent
vthers who c&??l“ﬁ on in & similar sp1r¢% @1 dedication.

i&yeagh %ae years the schools camﬁim&ad %a grow and advances
By 19§2 the ﬁchasl properties at Q@varly gsnsiﬁﬁed of the two story
builéiﬁg, a gymﬁasium and a ﬁ&iﬁﬁ&iﬁaﬁée shop. IZach year Progress was
made for the advancement in the 1ivé§ of th$~y$ung peoples The grade
smhoazg a@ %vvrly, Jack's Clreek, Beech Fark and Greasy Fork and the
Red Bird High School were fully acoredited by the state. There were
strong departments in home economics for the girls and industrial arts.
for the boyss DMany extra-curricular activibies were provided. Learn=
ing was acquired by doing as well as studying. All the boarding stu=
dents shared in the work program to help pay toward the expenses of
board and rcom. Much of the eash provided for their expenses was pro=
vided in scholarships from insterested individuals, Sunday Schools and
Young People's graups.g

In 1954, the Mission was privileged to receive a domation from

1%?5. John Bischoffy "Tribute to Miss Speicher," The World Evangels
December, 19523 p.3L7

20ur Kentucky Hi hland Missions Department of Home Missions and Ch-
urch Fxtensiony 19523 Pe L7
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Dr, Robert M, Hutchins, President of Berea College, Berea, Kentuckye
Dr. Hutching wanted this demation to benefit the mountain people so

he decided to glve it to Rev. Bischoff who‘aaalé determine the appro=-
priates use, After many hours of serious thought and prayer he was led
to think in terms of & bookmobile, Through a bookmobile the wountailn
people would have acoess o elean, wholesome Christian 1it&ratnr@3 a
baekmabii@ would réaeh the more isolated sehools and homes in the areas
God seemed to put his seal of approval on thiy new venture, They were
able to purchase a 195) Willys Jeep piak~up truck which was converted
into a bookmobile.

Reve Bischoff approached Miss Fsther Elwer, the English teacher’
and Iibrarian of the High School, with the offer of becoming the "Booke
mobile Lady." She had made considerable progress in learning to drive
a jeep and becoming acquainted with the people of the mountains. Also
her acquaintance with Library work would be of benefit, After mmch
prayer she accaepted the proposal.

Preparatlions began lmediately. During July, Sugust and Septw
ember of that year they accumulated encugh books to begin traveling on
October thirteenth, The books were both second hand and new ones pure
chased with gifts sent in 4o the Mission for this purpase¢l

Through the years the books for the bookmoblile have been prow
vided by friends of the Mission and special funds which were contri-
buted for this work. These books are for all ages and cover a mje-
ority of; subjects. The most popular ones include Christian Novels,

Bible stories, Horse and Dog stories, Rlographies, Historieal and Bibe

lpersonal Correspondence of Esther Elmer, Beverly, Kentucky, to
the author, January 6, 1959



lical fiction, Mystery and Sclence., Others used frequently, but in
smaller numbers are dictionary's, reference books, cockbocks, sports
novels, poetry, Bible study, devetlonal books and conversaiion sie
aries.z

The Bookmobile Lady® visits twenty-one schosls in three counte
ies and sends books to two other gchools, one of them in a fourth
county. Only two of these schools are among those spensored by ©
Evangel l@ml United Brethern Church at Missicn centers. Hore than 100
homes are serv rved every three weeks, The boolkmobile carries approxie
mately 1,000 voimmﬁﬁ and in addition lends that many every lending
period.

When time permits, Miss Slmer frequently conducts & short "ree
leased btime" devotiomal period in the schoolse This usually consists
of & gospel story, clinched by one or two Bible verses, a song or
‘chorus and a short prayer. Occasionally tﬁe children, themselves,
havs a "specisl® ready for the "Zookmobile La e

This new endeavor provided ““11 Elmﬁr with many opportunities
for witnessing and leading souls to Christe She has this to say aboul
her work and experiences:

OFf most importance in the promotion of this work is the
fact that the gospel story of galvation through Christ is being
spread in g number of different wayse. Hundreds of the mest pops
ular books among the adulis contsin a clear explanation of the
simple plan of CGod's grace to restore mankind to his fellowship,
There have been numerous occasions when I have had unusual ope
portunities to speak of what Christ means to me just because of
what some reader has had to say about a favorite fietion or
Bible story book. Stories by authors such as Paul Hutchins,

Bertha lMoore, Grace Livingston Hill and Sallie Lee Bell have a
real appeal for many of these people, since they need the less

lgsther Elmer; "Bocks are Friends; Books Make Friends;® The World
vangels November, 19573 p. 312,31
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difficult involved books. When my schedule is not pressing, these
precicus moments of contact have been used as a period of soule
searching and at varicus times, expression of a deep desire io
know Christ., There have been times of meliing prayer, and rejoic-
ing in the faithfulness of Christ, to forgive and tov cleanse, I
have come home from wmany a trip with =y heart burdened with ree
cuests for prayer on behalf of these dear friends and their loved
ONeSesess N0t only for galvation, but for victory in times of dige
couragement and defeat. How wonderful it is to be able to tell
of the all sufficient S&v&nur whose keeping power through the
Holy Spirit is unlimited.

DICAL MISSIUH

The medical work has always played a vital part in the 1ife
of the mission, This work continued to meet many needs of the mountie-
ain people under Dr., E, W. Schaeffer, who was appointed to head the
medieal staff in 1946 . Ir. Schaeffer felt the call to give his life
to the work of missions whén he was eighteen years of age. Shortly
after he felt that Cod could use him best as 2 medical missionary,
ATter a thorough medical training, he was appolnted to the staff of
the Hed Biru Mission., When he came io Red Bird he said that:

¥y cesire is to save men's souls through the healing of their
bodies. T want to help those who nsed help; to work where I am
needed, This, I beleive, is the will of God for me.

The medical responsivilities of the Hission had not changed
much ginse Ur, Helwm's term in the early life of the work, Dr. Sche
aeffer had to make the usual calls anytime, anywhere., However, by
this time a few roads had been built in ithe mountains so that many

of the calls could be made by traveling in a Jeep, rather than on mule

lpersonal Correspondence with Esther Ilmer; Op. Cit.

zﬁr. Be W. Schaeffery “why I Became & Missionary,® Lvangelical
Missionary 4Worldy dugust, 19h63 p.22




back. Clinics continusd to be a vital zart of the work on esch of the
stations.

The hospital work tock a big share of his time, making it im-
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poasible for him to do ma the things that needed to be done on

the othsr parts of the Yisgion field. The need for more nurses at
the hospital made it neceszary for [r, Schaeffer to spend more time there,

in 1956 thers were only twe nurses on duty, They had the huge
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agk of attending patients twenty-four hovrs s day, seven
i’ﬁ

The need for more nurses was so acute that Miss dliecc Swith, the Supeire

nuorges couvrse to four of the hipgh

m

intendent of purses, began teaching
schocl girles te help i1l the urgent need at the hospital. Had it not
been for the willingness of these young girls to help, it might have

been necesgary to cloge the hospltal for swhile., The cencern these girls

had for their own people prompted them to glve thelr services. They

knew that if the hespitsl clopsed the people wouldn't know where to go
for redical care, for they couldn't afferd to go any place else, L

The need for nureges and help for the doctor was partially met

x

when the Brard appointed a public health nurse to the field on Hoveme
ber 16, 1987. This appoiniment met & real need in the health program
of the srea, Her task was to help with the clinies and to call in the
homes. She was able to teach personal hygiene and home sanitation to

o7

the parents, thus eliminsating many of the sicknesses among the mountain
I b4 &

pesplaez
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The Hed Bird hospital was the only hospital in an area of 900
square miles, with a population of 6,500, Additicnal help was needed
to adequately meet éh@ needs of a @ammanityymfythis gize, The Doard
approved the anpointment of a dentist to assist Dr. Schaeffer in this
phase of the warkﬁl

in any work where eguipment is invelved, there is always the
need for repair and replacemsnt. Tn 1956 it became guite apparent
that the Red Bird Hospital was in need of repair. A commities was
appointed to study the need ana decide whether to improve the old rne
or to bulld & new Dﬂﬁ.g

The committee made thelr survey and reporied to the doards The

old hospital had been {looded twice in the last ten yesars. Much work

3

needed Lo be done if 11t was to continue to be certified by the State

Beard of ﬁealﬁhas To carry on effeciently the Mission could not af-
3 3 5 P Fy a2 ‘t p .

ford to lag behind in facilitiss,” Confronted with these circum-

stances, the board voted that & new bullding should be errecied, but

on & more adequate site. (he old structure could be remodeled, to be
i £ S -3 X G rJ

used for adwministrative offices and for housing workers and guests.”

Until it was possible for the new hospital to be bullt, the ztaif

continued to do outstanding work, even undsr these circumstances, A

: L“Draﬁasaa Red %ird Hospital," Brochure from the General Loard
of Missionsj layton, Chio

2ilet us Pray,* The World Evangels March, 19563 p.76

BﬁFrﬂpsseé fed Bird Hospital," Upe Cite

&Johﬂ We zZischoff, "Hogpital Calling-We can inswer,® The lorld

angels January, 1957 ps 5

5*“1*{305:58{3 Red Bird Hospitals® Ups Cite
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study was made by the Coumeil of Southern Mountaing, an organization
made up of workers from similar sitvaticns iteo that of Hed Bird Hission.
The Council reported that:

Az & commitiee we see that an exceptivnally fine Job is being
done at the Mission in its objecitive of meeting the econonic,
spiritual and health needs of this community, We [ind evidence
that the mountain avea covered by the Red Bird ilission work has
greatly i%ur ved pyer C“““‘rih¢V€ areas in glr&Anlag Hentucky
and Tennessee that are “wuv . to us, in that {he people seem o
have a higﬁ@r standard of czlbh, educativn ana morale. We are

ery much impressed by the sincerity and guality sf all i
stafl members.

When 1t was definitely decided that there was to be a new hose
pital, the Women's Scelety of World Service voted v make Red Bird
Hospital one of the objectives of ite World Service Day offering in
February of 1 5?‘2 funds were pledged from all over the churceh and
cash pgifts were sent in. UWhen ground was broken for the teginning
work in the sping of 1958, {169,000 was ¢ hand Tor the building,

Because of mere adeguate ground space and for other purposes
which seemed advisable, the bDeard decided the hospital should be built
at Queendale center, The dector's residence will be built there, too,
on completion of the hespital.

The new hospital is being construcited on 2 one {loer plan which
will provide econcomic maintainance and sanitary building surfaces.
There will be room for elghteen beds, besides the pediatrics ward and
nursery. The estimated cost of the bullding and furnishings is §275,

000, It i1s hoped that it will be completed in the spring of 1)3?,3

l&ji}i’lﬂ We iSChQﬁf; Q.g' %05 p-é

21bid,

BPerosed Hed Bird Hospital, Cp. Cit.



THE BECONCGMIC AND SCCTAL MISSION

At the close of World War II in 1945, the economle progress
of the Mission began to function once again on a normal basis. Several
factors helped to restore this economic stability. Many young men who
had been in the armed services returned to the mountains, Tﬁ@ée were |
those who had migrated from the mountaing for jobs in other places and
they were returning home also. These groups helped to ﬁake labor more
easily attainable for construction w@rk. HMaterials that were not availe
able during the war were again obtainable., New roads were built iato
the mmuﬁtains making it much easier ﬁg‘reeaive materials from outside -
the Red Bird area. '

The spring of 1946 brought théVcamyletian of a gravel reoad from
Crockebtt to the Mission, This made it possible for automoblile and de-
livery trucks to go directly to the ﬁiééian. In 1951 a sherter gravel
road was completed acrogs the mméntain from Crockett. The irip to Pines
ville could then be made in thirty-{ive minutes. These roads made it
keasiar for the people to find outside work., HNore employment meant bete
ter economic conditions for the pe@yl@-l

After the war il was possible to carry out plans for building
projects that had been detained because of 1t.2

In 1948 two pre-fabricated housed were erected at Beverly to

provide low cost housing for newly appolnted missicnary personel, The

leped Bira Migsion, Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow," Brochure from
Beverly,Kentucky; 19553 pe5

zéoﬁn W. Bischoffy Op. Cites p. 15
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same year a Quonset type bullding was completed to be used as a maine
tainance shop for the Mission. It wag not unbtil 1951 that plans wers
carried oubt to construct a gymnasium and auditorium combination on the
Beverly campus. This consbruction filled g need that aadflsﬁg:been
felt by the Mission staff to provide adequate space for culbural and
social functions of tﬁe sahaal.l ’

A% the aiﬁé of the hﬂapitalg Two ﬁ@w structwes were bullt in
1950 and 19581, They were a new doctor's residence and a nurses home .
These were both bardly needed énd much appreciated additions,.”

During the years of economic r@aﬁﬁ$ﬁructiem one of the most
greatly apprecisted installations w&gfthat of g radio shorbt wave gyge
tem. A sending and receiving ser was installed at each of the o
at&tiaﬂé as well as at Beverly in the ceﬁﬁfal headgvarters and the hose
pitals The addition of this short wave system greatly enhanced the
operational service in every d&partmén% of the Migsion. Telephone sere
vice was 8till at a Qiniﬁnm in much of the Red Bird area. The shord
wave gystenm was used in times of medical n@@ﬁ, digaster or for the an-

nouncensnt of some event;S

Ltgrochure from Beverly, Kentucky; * Ops Cit.s pe5
2Ibides pe5

Bﬁﬁﬂw is the Roark baby?" A voice has just asked over the short
wave radic system connecting our Mission centers, "Oh, just fine. She
is resting well," came the answer of Dr, Schaeffer from the Hospital ra-
dio. This conversation brought to mind the call which awakened me at
3:30 A.i. to hear the anxious volce of the doctor saying, "KIL 75 calling
KIL 77 or Thwhespital calling Jack's Creek or Queendale.® These are the
two closest centers to the home of the Roark baby. Both centers answered
and soon it was arranged that the word would be sent immediately to the
parents that their baby's condition at the hospital required emergency
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E@garélﬂgs of the effeclency c¢f the material equipment, the
work was sometimes halted by natural hazerds., In June of 19L7 a
flash floovd caused extensive damape at Beverly center., Two c¢loud
bursts close together caused the creeks to swell to enormous proe
portions. The first house built on the Beverly Campus, and occu=
pied bykth@ doctor, was washed away by the strong current of Cow
Creek Fork., One S@etimn of the c@mﬁﬁt foundation of the church was
torn away. All the fences were washéé‘aﬁig Trees, shrubbery, flowe
ers and lawng were all destroyed. HMuch minér dapage was cavsed that
took many years to restore, FEven af§g¥‘eigh£ years the Mission cen=
ter was not yvet restored to its erig§§é1 beaaﬁy.l

Fires have always been a hazafd aﬁd &av@ caunged great cone
cern for the staff. Thie was due to th@‘inébility to move any fire
Pighting equipment to the location of the kﬁ‘m in time to be of any
benefit, They have caused extensiVE damage on several occasions.

On September 9, 1954 the home of two teachers at Jack's Creek burned

to the ground, [fiss Uva Agee and Miss Luella Utecht lost everything

they had but the clothes they were wearing.?

1&&& Bird Mission Yesterday, Roday and Tomorrow, Op.Cit.; p.5

2ug Reguest From Red Bird Mission," November, 195L; The Werld
Evangels p. 306

3(8antina@d from previous page) surgery and that they should go
to the hospital at once. Soon a jeep roared by and its familiar
whine died ocut as it rounded the river road curve on its way to get
the parents. 1t happened only yesterday, but is typical of the sere
vice given through our Red Bird medical program in these isolated
®hills" of Kentucky. John W, Bischoff, "Hospital Calling-WeCan Ange
wer," January, 1957; The World Evangel; p. 5
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On Jdanuary 3, 1958 the general maintainance shop at Beverly was
destroyed by {ire, The building and all of its contents were a total
losse The loss was estimated by some at {8,000 and only fifty per cent
was covered by insurance.l

Another fire, causing extensive damage and great inconvenience,
was the destruction of the Beech Fork School on November 6, 1956. The
school had been turned over to the counity school system by the Board of
Missions during the preceeding year., However, the church and the come
munity were egual to the nsed. ?empbrary arrangements were made for
the 160 students to be taught in the B@%éh fork and Lower Beech Fork
churches and in the old siore buildigg; The county planned to build
a new @igﬁt rova modern school honse‘wit&ia the next few years. Houe
ever, now bhe school will be built as soon as possible to meet the emere
geﬂﬁy‘n@sé.g |

In less than two months following the fire at Deech Fork another
tragic one occured at Middle Fork. Just before Christmas,; Rev. and Mrs.
Weibel were awakened one night by a bright ilight in the sky. From the
parsonage window they could see that bhe chapel was on fire., It had
already progressed too far to save anything. The beautiful new Chapel
had just been dedicated in 195%., 4lso lost in the fire was a new pianoe

organ combination less than two years old.

Inppon Severly,fentucky3The World Evangel; Harch,1958; p.103

2ohe Telescope Messenger; Jamuary,1959; p. 18
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Tragic as these fires were, yeot plans were immediately undere
taken for reconstruction. The people could see the need for recone
gtrustion if Cod's work was to continue to meke progress ln the mounts
ains of Keunbuoky,

The Red Bird area 1s basically populated by rural people, hence
much of their sustenance is dependent upon their abllity to reap from
the earth. In order to provide betber returns for their labors, the
Mission intraéused better farming conditions. The promotlon was bee
gun at the %iil Creek station in 1951 with the introduction of rabw
bits, hybrid pouliry, bees and goats as the éoure@s of aid in provide
ing better living.t |

Purther agricultural develapmﬁéﬁ was made when a tract of laéd
was donated by the Ford Motor Company of Detroit, Michigen., This
acreage was locabed five miles up Red %ﬁrdJC?eak from Beverly, and
called (ueendale afrer Mr. Queen who made the presentation tuv the Mise
sione Along with the land, & Ford tractor was donabted for used on the
farm.

An agricultural missionary was appeinted in 1952 and perfprmed
duties similar te a county agent in this lgolated area.

- With the benefit of the farm, the Mission has developed co~cpere
ative industries, ubilizing natural resources. It has also fostered

initiative and encouraged creative ability among the pecple which have

lﬁar Kentucky Highland Missicnj ope Cites P.22,23



helped to enlarge family inagm@s‘l

In 1953 a eattle barn, milking parlor and small central heate
ing plant was built. Later a machine shed. hog house and pouliry
houses were built,?

In the same year a residence was constructed for Rev. Gordon
3. Burgeti, the general m&imt&iﬁ&ﬁce‘gaperviéa? of the Missions. The
house was constructed for appfcximaﬁély @lﬂ,BQG.B

By 19§§‘ather hildings caaﬁﬁ%mﬁ%&dﬂéﬁ Queendale were resi-
‘dences for thékfaym manager and the égﬁéfinﬁend@n% of the Mission,
and two baiidinga for swmer youth cgmpé and’aanf@rﬁnce.h

One of the most interesting buiigings;aﬁ the Queendale cenﬁer’k"
is the Pioneer house, This is the 91&@$t h§use in the upper Red Bird
BreR. ’@h@ﬁ the property was given by the Ford Motor Company it was
stipulated that the Pionesr house mnéﬁ not be destroyed. It was row
constructed in 1ts original form and is presently being used as a
ﬁusaaﬁ.g

Home crafts have become a source of econcmic help to the mowibe

ain families. One of the wmost prominent of tiese was basket weaving

Mhides pe 19 and 22

“tneendale Development,” The World Evangelsdanuary,19533p.10,11

31bida
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‘Hed Bird Mission, Yesterday, Today and Tomorrows Op. Cit,

5“@&? Kentucky Highland Mission,” Ope Citej pe23
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which was introduced by Mrs., Herman Seldschlag. The women. égd‘ygaﬂgu
people took @nthusiatiaaily to it. ZBighty per cent of the ?rwﬁiﬁé
went to the weaver and twenby persent to the Mission. The baskels
ranged in price from sixty canﬁ@;ts 52,75, Hany were sold Lo visi=-

igsion and distributed throughout i e Evangelical United

s

tors at the

1,

Brethern Church,

EFTSIRST SIS Y
SENTUCKY ©

In 198l the work of the Zed Hird Mission had progressed to the
extent that the board of Missions presented a memorial to the CGensral
Conference of the Ivangelical United Brethern Church, which stated
that: the Cumberland distrist of the former United Hrethern Church
and the Hed Dird Missiocn District of the former Evangelical Church of
the Hentuncky Hission be constitubed a Missicn rf conference, Lo be
known as the Kentucky Conference., 7This memocrial was appr&va&.l

The provisional conference of the Kenbucky Conference mel at
the Evangelical Unlited Zrethern Church in Columbla, Kentucky on Sepe
tember 2,1955, The chairman was Bishop Fred L. Dennis, serving the
central area.t During the gscond day of the aenieanceg Bishop Lene
nis anncunced the appolintment of Jobn Hishop, Superintendent of the
Mission, as the first Superintendent of the newly formed Eentucky
Sﬁnf@r@né@.

The Hed Bird distriet of the Kentucky conference is an oute

>

growth of a Hission that was started nearly thirty~-five years hefore.

lﬁsscac Ee Weibel, Editory Cffiecial Hecord, Frovisicnal Session
of the Kentucky Conference; 19553 p.il

2£b13¢3 Dell




SUMMARY

John ¥, Blschoff came to the fAed Bird Mission as & Mission
pastor, Uecause of his ability and capable leadership, he was ap-
pointed as Superintendent of the Mission wyhen the need arose, Dure
ing his time as Superintendent, the Hission was vrought through a
readjustment pericd following World War I1. After that an expansion
program was lauvnched which saw several new stations begun and others
developed by the building of churches, parsonsges and schocls. (usene
dale Farm Center was begun and hecame a sell supporting project as
well as providing many needed products for the Mission,

vorking through the total program of the Hissionj Evangelistie,
Fducational, Medical and Economic, many lives have been changed and
countless souls have been brought from darkness into 1light.

Une example which illustrates the comprehensive nature of the
work accomplished is the stery of the life and death of Warren Cooket
It was through instances such as this that made all the scrifices, toil,

heartaches and hard work worthwhile at the Red EHipd Missicn,

Lon Friday night, 4 ugust 30, 1957, the shoeking news reached
Hyden, Kentucky, from a coal mine ten miles away, that Warren Cock,
mine foreman, had been killed by a falling rock as he was testing
the ceiling of the mine, That very morning Warren had spent sev-
eral hours in shingling the rocf on the Lower beech Fork church,
helping to fulfil the dream and prayer of several years.

On Saturday a group of wen gathered to prepare the church for
Warrents funeral. Some braces needed to be removed and olhers ree
arranged the interior, sub=flooring cleared, and & ramp approach
made to the door.

About 250 peocple were seated in the unfinished sanctuary and
almest that many more heard the service from yet unglassed windowa
and doorwaye. because of a full basement under the building, the
windows of the sanctuary were high encugh to eliminate the sight,
on one side, of the heavy labor day traffic as it traveled Highway
2hil; on the other to permit a beautiful, peaceful view of large




trees growing at the creek at the base of the mountain side, more
beautiful than stained glass,.

Warren was a Hed Lird graduate and so appreciative of the staff
at the missione..ecesobev, Bjiork, who had worked all summer as heads
builder of the church, played the borrowed folding organ and sang
"1t is Well wWith My Soul," which was Warren's favorite song.

The pastor, Arthur Hussell, preached from the text Rev,2:10,
"he faithful unto death and I will give you a crown of life." The
whole community, crushed under the welghi of the deep personal loss
were challenged by the pastor to £ill the gap - a large one, because
£ the swmall membership., Yow we need a treasure of the budlding
und, a teacher of the adult class, an officer of the Kvangelical
nited srethern men, another voice in the chior, another worker on
he bullding, another te pray for his neighbors, all of ithese places
are left vacant by the passing of one young man,

Many of his lellow workmen willl often think of the prayers War-
ren offered as he gathered his shift together each evening before
they entered the mine.

The pastor tecld the story of Hing Joash from 11 Kings 12, whe
commanded that the priests take a chest and bore a hole in the 1id
of 1t and set it beside the altar on the right side tc hold the
pfferings for the repair of the house of the lopd., IDvery Sunday as
Warren came Lo church, in addition te his large bibley; he carried
his adult teacher's quarierly and a cedar chest into wihich the off-
erings for the bullding found were to be placed., A ten dollar blll
and a five = the tithe from his last check, and some notations in
his own bandwriting and some paild bdlls were found in vhe box
after the service,

Following the funeral services, little Kathy sald, ¥Homuy, 1711
have io carry laddy's Joash box now." And so 1t was, 1ittle Rathy
carried the Jeash box to church the next Sunaay,

Mrse Arthur lussell; "Faster: The Triumph of Hepe," The World Dvangels
April, 19583 pl.115,116
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CHAPYER V

THE SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
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SUMMARY

A great missionary endeavor was start@d by the United Evane
gelical Church on home soil at Bevarly; Kentucky. It was thréugh
much @r&ya@, careful plamning and haid labor by many faithful men
and women that the Mission was able to pass thraugh those verj PPy
ing firat few years, The needs of the mauniain people were met thre.
ough the'cgmbin@& planning of @Vang@iiétié, aéucatieﬁal, medical, ecw
onomic and social work, Nob one of these phases of the work would
have endured by itegelf, n

‘kTh& h&rd wark of the Missgion mﬁ3 maﬁé by the praysrfovl iﬁé'
terest of men and women across the né%isn; The interest they had
through prayers instilled an interest iﬁ giving and sc many contrie
buted liberally to the cause of the ﬁissioﬁ. The wbmen'syﬁisaian-
ary Society has always supported ﬁﬁe;wark ia;a very substantial way.

As the Mission passed through the formative years, it became
more stable in its work. However, many hard and trying circumstan-
ceg were yet ahead in the years to come. |

' Under the superintendency of Rev. A.E.Lehman, the Mission
passed through some of those time, in the early years of his ap~-
pointment the»great depression Jleft its searksn the Mission just as
it did in many other placez., It &e@mﬁdktbat perhaps for a time it
was losing ground. Just as the Mission was "getting on its feet®

after the depression, World War II came which continued to hinder
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the advancement of economic and material needs, During these times
the poser of God was never doubted. The needs of the mountain peoe
ple were ilmpressed a?on the workers in a new wayg They realized
what the term sacrifice really meant,

Evangelisim and edwation were siressed and the medical staff
was busgier than ever, Gradually times grew betler and advancement
could be s;ea in all phases of HMission life,

When John W, Blschoof was appointed as superintendent of the
Mission, & readjustment period was just beginning, When the workers,
mountain people, and the Mission readjustment followed World War II,
an expansion program was launched, Euring this program several new
gtations weee established and much building was done in the materizl
way. The Queendale agricultural center was made possible through a
generous gift by the Ford Motor Company and became a great asset to
the Mission,

Working through the total program of the Mission: evangelistic,
educational, medical and economic, many lives have been changed and
countless souls have been brought from darkness into light., It was a
real joy for the workers to walk hand in hand with Cod as they cone

tinued to serve Him among the people of the Kentucky HMountains,



1, The writer has found from the preceding study that the
method of missionary work used at the Red Bird Mission was of such
a nature as to develop the entire man, The four aspects in man,
spiritual, mental, physical and soccial were all emphasized, This
was done to develop a well rounded individuale

2, Host of the missionaries whe came to the Hed Bird Mission
as workers did so with a basic knowledge and training in their specie
fic fielde A4nother training program in which they were able to be=
come bebler missionaries was received in iraining as actual missione
aries on the field,

£y

3e The writer has concluded that any effective missionary
endeavor, which attempis to advance God's Kingdom on earth, will be
expressed in a much broader scope than merely on the mission come
pound itself,

he To be effective the work of a denominational mission must
have a broader range than just the field in which it is working. It
must touch the life of the entire constituency of the denomination.
in this way it will further enhance the entire missionary program of
the denomination. This will in turn stimulate loyalty to the loeal
church and loyalty to Christ.

5. The Red Bird Mission is an example of how a missionary
endeavor can become more fruiﬁful and effective when indigenocus

pronciples are applied,
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1. Some of the early workers of the Mission are now living
in retirement or laboring in other fields. Correspondence could be
established aith many of these who in turn could help reconstruct
many incidents that are not mentioned in this paper.

2., Another possibility for further study may be a thorough
investigation of the back issues of newspapers published in the Bed
Bird area.

3¢ An investigation of the statistical records and committee
meeting minubes that have transpired at the mission would give fure

ther material to such a study.
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