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Mey 24, 1965,

Near Cousinge=

Frncloeed ie a letter Lu my cousin ¥ary, and I do
not know her condition, nor whether the thinge I have written are

the sort of things that it would be guod for her to read or near,
Use your own judgment, and if you read the lelbter to her at all,
cmit those psrte of it that you think 1t would be better that she
should not hear., Maybe you dc not like to be appointed & censor
without your consent, but who would know hetlter than you what wo.ild
be gcod for that deer old aunt of ycurs?

i'm working, as I can persuade mys21lf to d¢, on what
aces not deserve th® name of an autoblography =- and who sm I that
I should write :nything remotely resembling such & production? I
em calling it, iI it ever is finished, "Rambling Recollecticns of
£® ¥inely Esppy Years's My duughters and my brother and sieter,
sowe of my friends, especially Friends, and at least three colleges
want me to complete what I started twenty years ago and after a hun-
dred pages or s0 discontinued for more than fiffteen years, There
are things about Oregon Yearly MHeeting, the 7ive Years Mea2ting,
Pacific College, the ‘merican Priends Service Jommittze and other
¢rganizetions with which I have been associated that some of the
folks think ought to be recorded scmewhere, things that do not apear
in any official recorde such as minutes kept by a seeretary, but
things that some folks cught to be able tc find in future generations
according to scwe college presidents, and some cof them are things
that nobody now living can record unless I do it. And some of these
thinge are not nice things to tell, but prominent Friends think I
should tell thew perhaps as a sort of warning to folks perha.s not
row living. I'm turning thousands of pages of (regon Yearly Meeting
Minutes from 1893 to the Jresent time 80 as to gebt some of these
matters "word for word and letter for letter" as they are officially
recurded, and then I must Gell how the recorded actions were brought
about, and some of that is nct nice.

snother Jjob on which I have to work is the burning or
50,000 to 75,000 letters, perhaps more. Vhen I siarted on this task,
I had all of my personal correspondence from in the 1920's to the
1960's, during which years I have kept all of my correspondaence,
knowing that I'd probably never nced one letter out of a hundred,
but not knowing which one of the many letters tc me or copies of
the letter I wrote that 1 might need. For many years I have written
from 1000 to 1500 letters a year. (“for meny years")/sounds as if
it might be centuries, but it is only for decades.,) My brother sug-
gestis that I ought to take the whole lot of bushel boxes of leiters
and but them into onme pile and make a gigantic bonfire of them, dut
in every box I find some things that I em sure I ought to preserve
for Mary ani maybe some for her children alter she is gone, and
some things of possible historical importance -- some of my letters
from Herbert Hoover I'm sure may be valuable from a historical stand-
point some day. Well, I'Ve got some of that murderous task done --
my next year will be 1940, (I called it a murderous job, for it
does seem a bit like ‘that when I ‘pile intc the f. lace letters
that meant so much tc me when & would mean nct
a thing tc anybody else, znd I a score of
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Jnuiﬁl with 1nnonloqu¢umial lottnru for somevouy a&to

plenty after I have burned probably
er in thu Lnt. ond umrbr-n£n051-cn;ouz

; 7@ TE P o have I bored you with all ﬁhll? Don't rd&d it.

!1lh love and begt wiahon all the time, to you and

seen,

« .

¥rs, Stepheﬁ Miller,
Vhittier, Christiana,
J«m&ica,

.Jest Indies.
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