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July 256, 1968,

Richard T, %mith, Relugee and Mehabilitation Seoy.,
American Frilende f“ervice Committee,

160 Yorth Pifteenth Sireot,

Philedelphia 2, Penmsylvanio,

Dear Wrlendis=-

Thanke £ 1 your letter of the 19th, which I en
tranemitting to the other members of our Refugee Commitiee,

what we'd like best would be to sponeor a perscn or a
palr or e fanily of the white race, Protestant, and preferably abke
to speak English., And this preference doues not mean that we fail
to recognize that Afvrican stomachs and Catholic stoemachs ond the
gtomachs of some who never heard a word o Engllsh get just as
hungry as lily~white nglish-speaking rrotestants -- even if they
were Quakers, But if I were & negro refugee, it seems %o ue Hhat
I'é want bo live where Lhere were at leash some negroes, and so far
@5 I know there is not a negro in Newbert nor in the ares tribulary
to Fewberg., The mame is true of Chinese, Jopanese, Kureans,

Baet Indians and other crientals -- there is one Phillpinc in town
but he is a Pacific College studernt,

that would 4t cost per person for BO® transportation
from ¥ew York Lo Portland® I'll call my committee Logeiher soon
and we'll consider whether we have enough tc make this loan for
transportation c¢r shouia try to¢ give somwe help fthatl would not de-
msnd so much in initial cost. I°'d think it would be better if we
could have cese histories of Protestants -« trying to look at 1t
from the standveint of the Golden Rule, if I were a Catholic refu-
gee going intc a Protestant country, il seems to me that I'd rather
have Catholic spopscorehip, and I think the Catholics are cariag for
their refugees prebtty well, though mayoe I have nob sufficient evi -
dence on that point.

You abk how the poectry is coming, and L'c have to say
that it is not coming, I think I have not written half a dozen
things in the last six years that could be called puetry without
a2 very general and rather lax definition of poetry, And a consider
able amount of material for a possible thicd (and last) book of
verse grems to have disappeared. Vith my general lack ol extreme
orderliness and with the disarrangement c¢f the household equipment
-= because of ner crippled condition from arthritis my daughter
Mary anc her husband from New York for July cnd August have thedir
beds downstairs in the dining room -- this material may be just die-
placed; but it may have been burned up with a lot of clid correspon-
dence I have been burning, and ifthat is the case it is gone with
the Loet Atlantis and the Ten Lost Iribes of Ierael and other
irreplaceable things,

Hoping for the best in this and other matters,

8incerely yoursfriend,

1evi T. Pennington,
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