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Chapter 1
INTRGDUCTION

Disregard of history is a folly which cannot be ignored without
dire consequences, Rightly or wrongly the old adage suggests "History
repeats itsélf.“ Ignorance of history then becomes a blight that threat~
ens the foundations of a people, an institution or an organization. The
Church and her missions are not exembt, particularly those in the Third
World today. In a day when social changes cccur rapidly, attacks on the
historical ethos mount iith threatening crescendo, Where insufficient
knowledge of historical foundations exists, chaos and instability in
values, morals and attitudes can easily arise within the nation or the

Church.
Purpose

History provides the heritage for Church and netion., It spot-
lights the hurdles that heroic mén and women overcame in the process of
their development, History throbs with the heartbeats and the heart-
breaks of the forefathers, Like a searchlight piercing the pitch black
of night, history also beams hope into the unknown future by highlight=-
ing principles for wise application., No greater need exists for this
today than in some of the churches and nations of the Third yorld.

In Thailand or Siaml about 150 years of Baptist missionary

1siam is the neme formerly used for Thailand. The people are
called Siamese or Thai, the latter incorporating & number of related
groups, In this writing Siam and Thailand are used interchengeebly,
though historicel occasion often dictates which is more appropriate,.



activity has passed. But to my knowledge not one single volume in
either English or Thai has been printed that gives a comprehensive his=
torical overview of Baptist work in Thailend. No detailed textbiook has
been published or developed evén in the Baptist Seminary on Siamese ﬁap—
tist Church History. The closeét available material is a historieal
sketch of Protestant missions compiled by Xemneth E. Wells.2 Dr, Wells
abridged S. G. McFarland's earlier volume and updated it,3 According
to Well's purpose of compressing a lot of material, his book is broad in
scope, somewhat sketchy on Church Growth, and highlights the dominant
Presbyterian missions prior to 1932 and the Ecumenical Movement of the
Church of Christ in Thailand after that dete., His book is valuable,
but falls short of an adequafe history for Baptist churches,

It is therefore my purpose to recomnstruct & history of the
Baptist mission work in Thailand and of the’Baptist churches that
emerged. Such a history will provide the major flow of Baptist devel-
opment in Siam, It will analyze and evaluate the growth of Baptist
ehurches, The‘effeot of rather sporadic missionary efforts and of
the historiecal forces on the Church will be noted. Church Growth factors
such as receptivity, ethnicity, national evangelism, home missions and
locel leadership will be pinpointed. I will attempt to recomstruct in-
dicators of actuel growth of the churches among Baptists. I hope that
this first attempt will be built uporn by others to develop an adequate

text for national churches to learn their historical heritagea

2Kenneth E. Wells, History of Protestant Work in Thailand
(Bangkok: Church of Christ In Thailand, 1956).

SGeorge B. MoFarland, Historical Sketch of Protestent Missions im
Siam 1828-1928, (Bangkok: The Bangkok Times Press Ltds, 19208)e




Limitations

This study will limit itself to Baptists in Thailand except where
significant data or summaries of other missions are needed to round out
the development of the Church's progress. It will not give complete de-
tailed historical data on Siam, the missionary societies, or the national
Baptist chﬁrohes.' Nor will all Baptist workers or churches be mentioned
by name, However, a comprehensive picture of the Church throughout the

_decades will be painted as far as data is available,

In the second chapter a brief survey of William Carey and Adoniram
Judson will be givanf Both were significant ploneer Baptist missiénaries
who broke new territory against great odds, Both played a part in the
early evangelization of the Siamese, although neither of them placed a
foot on Thai soil.

Some data gaps cause other limitations on this study,. National
church records were not kept adequately in earlier decades. Many valu-
able documents have been destroyed or lost inadvertently, especially dur=-
ing World War II. Also no national Church archives have ever been set up
in Thailand to preserve valuable documents.

Furthermore, records of the Karen Beptist work-were recorded
mostly in the Keren script., Some were kept in Burma, Since I do not
know Karen I aclknowledge a limitation here. UNevertheless the bonss, if
not the meat, of the Karen missions in Siam is given. I hope that some
keen-minded Karenm student or churchman will precduce a complete study of

the growth of the Karen Baptist Church in Thailand before long,



As far as possible I have used the earliest sources awailable
to me to authenticate this study. My research included reading origi-
nal missiénary field correspondence of the Presbyterians (1840-1910) on
micro-film as well as every book with reference to Thailand I have been

aeble to locate in seminary libraries. I have alsoc sifted through the

Missionary Review of the World (1887-1939), the International Review of

Missions (1911-1976), and world missionary atlases and encyclopedias,

I found Rev. S, J. Smith's chapter on Siam in Missionary Sketchss:

A Concise History of the Work of the American Baptist Missionary Union

(1887) most helpful, as well as Along Kingdom Highways, annual reports of

the Ameriean Baptist Missionary Society. I have consulted standerd
American Baptist histories including those by William F. Bsinbridge,
William Gemmell, Winifred Hervey, Edmund Merriam and Henry Vedder,

Being myself a missionary in Thailend since 1964'has given me
considerable advantage in this research, I know many of the current
Baptist missioneries and am acquainted with many of the churches, My
work with‘the Thailand Church Growth Committee has also provided me with
wide opportunities to reseerch and observe Christian work all over Thai-
land. I wes able to gather data from missionaries, national leaders,
pastors and laymen,

Thile I am sympathetic to the Baptists I have also beern object=
ively detasched from them, My home church is Baptist, but my mission in
Thailand is an international and interdenominational one, I am & member
of the Overseas Missicmary Fellowship, formerly called the China Inland

Missicn,.



b
Having gathered the dafa for my research I reconstructed‘the

historical progression as best as possible, I made particular note of
the growth of the indigenous churches., I also analyzed and evaluated
lessons from the past and applied them for future use, The omissions
and gaps will, I trust, be filled in by others more informed than I,

I also hope this will stimulate the Thai BaptiS£ churcheg to learn more
from their historical foundations end to apply valuable lessons care=

fully for their future growth,

The Peoples of Siam

It is important to define briefly the peoples among whom Bap-
tists worked in:Siam during the early nineteenth century and onward,

The dominent peoples of Siam by that time were the Thai., They
were divided mainly into the Siamese in the center and the Lao in the
North, The Siamese held suzerainty over the Lao., The tribal Shan wers
also of the larger Tai race, All three were related peoples and were
Buddhists, but they had animistic praotices integreted into their folk
religion.4 In the South were also a smaller number of Thai iuslims,

The second significant people in Siam were the Chinese, They
were Buddhists and Confucianists. For many decades prior to 1930 the
Chinese traders eame down to sell their wares on junks. Frequently
these Chinese men took Thai wives in Siam, although meny also main=-
tained Chinese families back in the homeland,

‘Most Chinese wers located around Bengkok, the capital, As time

went on government laws to control the Chinese helped toward their

4For a fuller description of the Thai and their religious be-
liefs see: Alex G. Smith, Strategy to Multiply Rural Churches (Bengkok:
OMF Publishers, 1977),pp. 75-93,
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assimilation ‘into Thai society. In 1930 there were slightly more Chi-
nese males in Bangkok than Thai males, but few Chinese women,5 After
1930 conditions in South China led to a greater migration of Chinese
women 88 well as men into Thailamd, One of the major problems among
Chinese, especially in the early decades of missionaries, was opium
smoking, The Siamese govermment tried to curb this,

The Chinese were & foocal point of early missions to Siam, in=-
cluding the Baptists, because Chine was closed. Meny missionaries,
therefore, saw Siam and work:with the Chinese there as merely a step=

ping stone towards‘China. This was also true of the Baptistx,

Another important people for the Baptists was the Karen., Accord=-
ing to W. C. Dodd an extensive Karen kingdom stretching from the Sal-
ween to the Mekhong existed when the first great Thai migration drifted
down from Chins in the sixth century B.C.6 The dcminent Lao and Siam-
ese eventually displaced them in Siam. The majority of them remained
in Burma, though large groups of them still spilled over into Thailand,
The Baptists developed missions on both sides of the border. The Karen
were spiritists, not Buddhists,

There were also the Mon or Peguan in whom the Baptists were
interested, Most Mon ir Sism were basically prisoners of war or

refugees from Burme, At times many of the Mon were more friendly to

Siam than they were to the ruling Burmese. This sparked a migration

Sgiam; General and Medical Features (Rangkok: The Bangkok Times
Press Ltd., 1930), Do 216.

8williem Clifton Dodd, The Tai Race (Cedar Rapids, Iowa: The Torch
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towards Siam during frequent wars between the two countries. For in-
stance during King Narai'!s reign the Mons revolted against the Burmese
king, About ten thousand,including their femilies, immigrated to Sism
where they settled down with the king's permission.”

Cther tribal groups are not detailed here as they were not

evengelized by the Baptists during the first century or so.

Barly Mission Problems

Today it is hard to imagine the conditions confronting the

early missionary in Siam, Communications were'atrocicus. None of
the conveniences of telephone, telegraph or p;stal services were availe-
able, Roads inland were non=existent, and even little better than mud
tracks in the Asian cities. The tediocus travel from the USA to Bangkok
took from eight to twelve months depending on the ship and the route,

Dangers to health abounded. Medical facilities were virtually
non-existent. No electric fans or air conditioners tempered the emer-
vating oppression éf the intense tropical heat. Diseases, especially
cholera, typhoid and malaria, were rampant. Death decimated missionary
families,

Tradition, religious superstition and scometimes suspicicus fena=
ticism rose as bulwarks of opposition to the entrance of Christianity.
Ignorance and despotic vested interests added to these barriers, Authori-
tarian rulers holding absolute sway were worshipped by the people almost
as powerful gods on earth, Scme stood in defiance of the foreign mission=-

ary ambassadors and the Lord God they represented. Mjyriads of Buddhist

TRong Syemenanda, A History of Thailand, (Bangkok: Thai Watana
Panich Co. Ltd., 1973), p. TZe
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temples with their golden spires and tall roofs reaching up to the
heavens bore silent witness of the stark reality that Siam was pre-

eminently the land of Buddhism,



Chapter 2
HISTORICAL BACKDROP TO BAPTIST MISSIONS IN SIAM

A clear view of the situation out of which Baptist missions to Siam
arose is essential to comprehend the maze of difficulties which omly de-
termined faith in God and deliberate obedience to Christ's Great Commission-
could overcome, These obstacles inocluded hot only oross cultural barriers,
but also hazards of'health’and travel. Furthermore, hindrances of Western
and Asian govermments abfoaq,and anti-mission theoclogical prejudices of
Christians at home, confronted the missionary as seemingly insurmountable
nountains of discouragement, But looking ahead with eyes of faith and

hope these bold pioneers were not deterred.

Pioneer Initiators of Baptist Missions

During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries Baptists
such a8 William Carey of BEngland and Adoniram Judson of Americe played a
significant role in a2 new forward missionary movement. By obeying God's
call to evangelize multitudes spiritually lost without Christ, such men
surged ahead of their peers in incredible endesvours of foreign missionms.
They sparked off a sadly belated movement following the Reformation which
until then had not issued in a strong worldwide mizsion to the ends of the
oarth, Like Paul “born almost too late for this"l William Carey became,

as George Smith concludes in his biography, "the Pather of the Second

11 gor. 15:8 The Living Bible
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Reformation through Foreign Missions.™2 More commonly Carey is called
nthe Father of Modern Missioms."S

Expanded in the next chapter are the wital roles Carey and Judson
played in the first evangelization among the Siamese. Hence a brisf
look at these two great men is in order.

Significantly both men have similarities. Both were converted be-
tween eighteen and twenty years of age, Both ﬁccepted the Word of God as
suthoritative and studied it zealously in equal frame of mind, On their
own convictions eaah'of'fhph-changed from Congregationalists to becone
Baptists. Both were deliriocusly dedicated to mission., Their passion to
see Christ proclaimed to the millions who did not know Him or the Gospel
could well be emulated by us ggain today, Baptist foreign missionary so-
cieties were initiated by both of them.4 Both spent four decades in Asis,
Carey in India (1793—1834); Judson in Burms (1813-1850). Both encouraged
pioneer missions to other unreached peoples. Both were evid translators
of God's Word into Asian languages. Both faced seemingly insurmountable

obatacles, Indeed those were the days of giants in missions,

zGeorge Smith, The Life of William Carey D.D. Shoemaker and Missionary
(London: John Murray, 1887), p.381.

SNot that Carey was the first or only missionary since the Reformation.,
The Moravians had missions to various lands, QOther individuals such as John
Fliot (1604-1690) and David Brainard (1718-1747) ministered to American Indians,
English and Scottish propagation societies to the Colonists and highlanders
also existed, but Carey pioneered the modern Protestant Missionary Society.

4mdward Judson, The Life of Adoniram Judson (New York:Ansom D,F. Ran=-
dolph & Co.,1883), p.54,55., Judson helped initiate the Congregational Board
(ABCFM) and the American Baptist Board of Foreign Missionms, organized in 1814,
He wrote, "Should there be formed a Baptist sosiety for the support of a mission
in these parts, I should be ready to consider myself their missionary,®
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Anti-Mission Pressures gE'Home

Carey faced opposition to missions from Baptist pastors and people
in Britain patiently and squarely, Yet his burden, vision and determi=
nation were not swayed. Carey's mission idea was a revolutionary thought
~ to the hyper-Célvinistic Baptists of his day. He was but a persevering
catalyst moving against a mighty wave of unsympathetic theological bias,
which excluded missions in its degeneration to fatalism and antinomienism,

This tenor of thinking twisted God's sovereignty and absolved men
of responsibility, "If God wants to save the heathen, He will do it in
His own way in His own time without your help or mine" was the common
attitude. Carey wes considered "a miserable enthusiast for asking such
a question" as ™whether the command givan to the Apostles, to teach all
nations, was not obligatory on all succeeding ministers to the end of ° the
world, seeing the accompanying promise was of equal extent,"®

Of course there were General Baptists also who held to general re-
demption rather than the extreme particular redemption of the elect.

These Arminian Baptists, however, also failed to move forward in mission.
Undeterred, Carey and his friend, Andrew Fuller, convinced a few Baptists

to join them in forming the first Baptist mission, but this was against

the tide of common Baptist concensus., In fact, many educated Baptist min=-
isters in London virtually boycotted Carey's mission, denouncing his "mad-
ness.® But in time Carey's pioneer spirit won the Baptists' change of stti-
tude towards mission, slowly but surely.

Carey's Baptist Mission in India also prepared Baptists in America

Ssmith, op. cit., pe 29
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for a change of attitude. When Judson wrote them, twenty years later,
suggesting a Baptist Missicnary Society be formed,there was speedy re-
sponse in so doing. By 1812 Baptists in USA already had extensive reports
from Carey.

Soon after arriving in India, following their change of denomination,
Judson's fellow missionary, Luther Rice, returned to America. He entered
wholeheartedly into stirring American Baptists to their missionary respon-
sibility. In 1814 conventions for home and foreign missions were formed,
end scores of auxiliary societies organized, Other Baptist missionary so-
cieties and associations soon sprang up.

But by 1820 a dramatic change of American Baptist attitude towards
ﬁissiéns arose, especially on the frontiers.t Baptist churches end asso=-
ciations withdrew funds from missionary undertakiﬁgs. Soon the anti-mission
sentiment was so overwhelming that nore dared resist it. An active anti-
mission crusade swept throﬁgh Baptist churches until in 1829 "every Baptist
Association in the West took sides.™’ Baptist members were threatened with
being taxed if they went to hear & missionary. Missionaries were denied the
right to speak in churches,

Anti-mission associations were set up in scme states. Numerous Baptist
churches, especially those on the frontier, took this enti-mission steand be-
tween 1820 and 1840, By 1846 two-thirds of the anti-mission Baptists were
in frontier states, where educational facilities were lacking.. Though this
sentiment was strongest in the frontiers, it was not absent from the older

settled states.S

6William Warren Sweet, "The Rise of the Anti-lission Baptists: A
Frontier Phenomenon™ in Religion on the American Frontier:The Baptists 1783-1830
(New York:Cooper Square Publishing INC.,1964),pe58=76.

TIbid p.62 81bid p.64-67
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The causes of this anti-mission attitude revolved around seversl
factors. A doctrinel shift to hyper-Calvinism and opposition to formal
academic theological education for a paid ministry lay at the root of it,
A hostility to all societies promoting social or spirituél welfare was bred
and flourished. Cpponents levelled the charge that the primary object of
missionaries was to gét money., Beyond this was a fear that the missionary
system was contrary to Baptist church government, and so threatened to
destroy the democracy of the local church,®
Probebly some enfhusiastic promoters of missions used some unwise
approaches. It was unfortunate that not only home but alsoc foreign missions
were equally attacked and curtailed, even while Judson and his associates
were battling against great odds in Burme,
To the commendation of these missionary brethren and their wives, they
did not pack up and come hame. They were under higher corders from God.
Despite the king's refusal for liberty to propagate Christienity in his
dominion (1820), and the death of missionaries with their children, they
stayed on with rigid and preyerful determination., They did not quit be=-
cause of anti-mission sentiments and opposition from Baptist churches in
America, nor were they there for pecuniary interests. So funding or no
funding, they were sold ocut to do God's will.
Acknowledging a gift of‘fifty dollars from Rev. Grow of Thompson, Conn~
ecticut, Judson wrote:
The fact is, that we are very wesak, and have to complain that
hitherto we have not been well supported from home. It is most
distressing to find, when we are almost worn out, and are sinking,

cne after another, into the grave, that many of our brethren in
Christ at home are just as hard and immovable as rocks; just as

91vid, p.67-76
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cold and repulsive as the mountains of ice in the polar seas.
But whatever they do, we can not sit still and see the dear Bur-
mans, flesh ard blood like ourselves, and like ourselves possessed
of immortal souls, that will shine forever in heaven, or burn for-
:ver in hell-we can not see them %8 down to perdition without do-
ng our very utmost to save them,

Irconically, in Mey 1828 at the height of the anti-mission fever
in the USA, Judson renounced the title of Doctor of Divinity conferred on
him in 1823 by Browm Uhiversity,ll and gave away his private property
to the Baptist Foreign Mission Boerd.l? He also asked the board to re-
duce his already meager allowance by one-quarterld During 1824 and 1825
when preachers at home were denouncing the missionary endeavour, Judson
and others were languishing in cruel and filthy Burmese prisomns, literally
chaired and fettered for the cause of Christ, Through much spiritual toil
and tears Judson had baptized his eighteenth Burmese convert in 1822 and
the one hundredth Eeren convert in 1833, But such cause for rejoicing was
foreign to bigoted, biased and intolerant hyper-Calvinistié Baptists in
Americe at that time,

The personel sadness of the deaths of Judson's wife (1826), his
little daughter (1827), his father(1827) and his brother (1829) was "“also
intensified by the slowness of American Christians in sending on reinforce-
ments."™ At one point Judscn felt like he had been left on the.skirmish
line almost alone. In & heartrending cry to the correspornding secretary
he pointed cut the devastating effect of the anti-mission movement:

I am startled and terrified to find that, by severel unexpected

moves, 1 am left, as it were, alone: there being not another for-
eigner in all the country that can preach the Gospel to the perishing

105udson, op. cit., p.309. 1l1bid., p.319.

127bid., po%17.  13Ibid., p.319.
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millions, north and south, or feed the infant churches, except,
indeed Mrs. Bennett, who has begun to teke the management of the
female meetings. My prayers to God and my entreaties to my brethren
at home seem to have equal efficacy. Since the last missionaries
left home, I perceive no further signs of life. All seem to have
gone to slumbering and sleeping.l4

This epitomizes the tragedy resulting from anti-mission sentiments
at home, By withholding both personnel and support the Baptists almost
scuttled the newly launched ship of missions at e strategic time for the

Church's advance. Today, the Church faces similar subtle anti-mission

feelings, Will the potential advance in the 1980's be frustrated by

the self~-centered biases contrary to God's Word and Christ's will?

Historiecal Scene Prior 23 Siemese Missions

In 1770 Captain Cook discovered and charted the east coast of
Australia. Reports of Cook's ffavels fired Carey's imegination and heart
already filled with interest in peoples around the globe, though he was
yet without a godly vision of the lostness of mankind.

Indeed the decedes between 1770 and 1830 were full of great ex=
citement, new discoveries, and challenging national crises. ZXurope was
in constant turmoil. Colonial claims and battles among the natioms,
especially Britain, PFrance, Spain and the Dutch, fill the historical amnals
of this erae, Occasional swapping of allied aligmment in the struggle for
power, frequent wers and temporary peace treeaties dot the record,

Trouble also brewed in the new colonies, Following the 1773
Boston Tea Party the American Revolution broke out in full force (1775-
1781). The Declaration of Independence in 1776 preceded: Carey's conver=
sion by just thrée years, from which time he ™began praying daily for

all the heathen and slaves "5

1411id., pe 309, 155mith, op. cite, Pe36e
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Ironically Adoniram Judson was born in Malden, Massachusettes,
a suburban area of Boston, nine years later, just as the first settlement
of Australia was underway in 1788,

The next year the storming of the Bastile in ?aris opened the
‘flood gates of the vicious French Revolution (1789~1794). England had
been saved from a similar fate only by a moral and réligious revival
occasioned by the preaching of Wesley,16 Since 1738 John Wesley and his
band of Methodists had fanned out from London on @ spiritusl and social
cempeign under Gods. This transformed the spiritual fibre of the nation
through the quickening of personal religion. In a few decades cross sect-
ions of Britain's society was Affected from peasant to parlismentery lead-
‘ers, from seeman to admirels.l? Economic revolution accompanied the Indus=-
trial Revolution from 1760 onwarde. Social reforms were spurred on by
the religious revival and the quickening of consciences of converted states=-
men such as John Newton and the Barl of Shaftesburye.

In 1792 the House of Commons passed a bill for the Abolition of
the Slave Trade, That same year Carey published his BEnquiry,l8 setting
forth the challenge of the unfinished evangelistic mission of the Church

to the whole world. He geve in survey form detailed accounts of peoples

16Henry Smith Williams, The Historiam's History of the World, (New
York:; The Outlook Company, 1904), Vol, XK1, pes 4027

171bid,

18pn Enquiry- into the Obligations of Christians to use Means for
the Conversion of the Heathens, in which the Religious State of the Diff-
erent Nations of the World, the Success of Former Undertakings, and the
Practicability of Further Undertakings, are Considered by William Carey.
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in each country and called Christians to use their means to reach them.

Eight years previously a copy of Jonathan Edward's paper "Extra=-
ordinary Prayer for the Revival of Religicn and the Advancement of Christ's
Kingdom on Earth" had powerfully influenced Carey; With other Baptist
ministers he met monthly in "prayer for the effusion of the Holy Spirit
of God."19 Carey's concern was truly spiritual and consequently social
and practical, By October 1792 "The Particular (Calvinistic) Baptist
Society for Propagating the Gospel among the Heathen" was formed, a pio=-
neer in foreign mission societies, |

In 1793 the French reign of terror began, the United States attacked
British Canada and Carey sailed for India to embark on his famous mission=
ary cereer, When in 1797 Napoleon began to fulfil his vision of an empire,
Carey had just returned from his first long missionary tour among the
Bhooteas from Tibet who had overrun the eastern Himalayas through to Assam,
Carey's great concern wes "to spread the Gospel through the greatest part
of Asia.® Practical as evér,he suggested the need to implement & plan
for all the necessary languages to be learned there in his Indian Mission,20

Admiral Nelson wom his famous naval victory at the Battle of Tra=-
falgar in 1805 as Napoleon continued to comsolidate his French Empire, In
1807 Carey opened a new mission to Purma, He sent two of his missionaries
there,and his son Felix soon followed.

The year 1807 was also significant for Judson, Ee graduated as val-
dictorian of his class and started teaching in Plymouth.21 Despite his

praying Christian parents, Judscn had accepted the free thinking of French

19%amith, op. cit., p. 29 = 40, 20Tbid., p.92.

2ljudson, ops cit., p.-7.
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infidelity22 which, enthroned as the “goddess of reason on the altar of
Notre D&txzxe,"ai3 spawned the atrocities of the reign of terror. The sudden
death of a young free thinking friend shocked Judson into considering
the after-life and the claims of Christ. He wes soundly converted and en=-
tered the theological institution at Andover (1808);

A printed sermon of a chaplain with the British East India Company

moved Judson seriously to become a foreign missionarye. Several similarly
burdened students joined him to found a missionary society. They met fo¥
prayer at night beneath a hay stack near the college grounds, Out of this
was born American foreign missions,%%
In 1810 Judson and his friends wrote the CGeneral Association of the
Massachusetts Congregational Churches offering themselves in life com=
mitment for missions. The General Association responded and formed the
American Board of Commissiocners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM).

In 1811 the ABCFM sent Judson to consult with the London Missionary
Society., On the way his English ship was captured by a French ptrivateer, Jud-
son was imprisoned, Forturately an enterprising American businessman ingen=-
iously rescued him three weeks later, Falling in with some officers of
Napoleon's suite, Judson was entertained in his travels through France in
royal style, After accomplishing his business irn London he returned to

America to finalize preparations to leave for India.25

221bid., p.10f. 23williams, ops cit., Vol. XXI, pe 482,
24Judson, op. cit., p. 16-18,

251pid.,p.23=32.
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On Feb, 19, 1812 Judson with Ann Hasseltine, his bride of two
weeks, and Mr. and Mrs. Newell sailed for Calcutta. Four months later
William Carey welcomed them warmly and invited them to await their fellow=-
workers at his mission in Serampore. During this time, having chenged
their doctrinal view, the Judsons were baptized by Rev, Ward on Sept. 6,
1812 in Calcutta, But as the 1812 - 1814 war:between Britain and the
United States broke out, the British East India Company no longer wel=-
comed the Americans, Judson and his friends were forced to leave British
India., The only practical option they had was to sail to Mauritius, the
Isle of France, By May 1813 Mrs. Newell had died and Mr. Newell and Mr,
Rice had left. The Judsons remained alone.Z2f

They decided tc go to Penang in the Straits of Malacca with the
intention of establishing a mission on that island. Penang's populaticn
was rapidl& inéreasing through emigration from Siam, Burma, Hindostan,
and Chinae, The island, recently purchaéed by Britein, was only a stone?s-
throw off the coast of Siam, At that time Siam's territory extended far
down the Malayan Penninsula, Had Judson's plan been fulfilled, he may
well have been the first Protestant missionary to Siam, But when he and
Ann sailed to Madras em route to Penang, the British authorities in Madras
threatened to transport them to England as the war with Americans contin-
ued., With no available shipping to Penang Judson had only one other optien,
to sail immediately to Rangoon, Burma. This would take them into territory
not under British or Furopean protection, Realizing they ﬁculd be under

the rule of a Burmese despot, they sailed forth in faith, rather than return

261pid, p. 41 - 47,
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home.27 That exhibited their intrepid dedication to their evangelistic
nission,

Arriving in Rengoon on July 13, 1813, the American pioneers lodged
in Felix Carey's almost deserted house, Thus the close comnection between
Carey and Judson continued.

Today we little realize the vital influence the ebmplicated po-
litical forces and confused international events of the coclonial decades
played on missions, The ebove brief summary helps enlighten readers in
the late twentieth century.

Colonialism remained a éignificant factor for more then e cen-
tury after Judson arrived in Burma, But with Wellington's decisive vic=-
tory at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, an era of comparative peace en-
sued. The power of Napoleon was broken. DBritain remained in supreme
rule of the sea and in large measure in control of economic trade, aided
by her factories developed in the Industrial Revolutiom. The French did
gradually regain strength to become a formidable colonial power to oppose
Britain again in east Asia in the latter half of the nineteenth centwry,
This especially affected Siem, the lend with which we are most concerned.

Siam was unique in being the only Southeast Asian nation to re=
tain her sovereignty throughout the colonial era, despite the encroachment
of the British and Freneh on her borders. One secret of doing so was her
adept diplomacy. Another was her love of freedcm and independence. Thai
mesns free,

To her credit Siam cautiously opened her doors to Westerners before

Chine, Japan or Koree which remained closed nations, proud and suspicious

27Tvid,, pe 47-48,
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of Wbsfern powers, Siam's opening played & crucial part in the intreduction
of Baptist missiéns to that kingdom,.
Nevertheless, the attitude of King Rema III, the absolute monarch
of Siam, was far frbm overwhelmingly sympathetie to missions, A fear still
hung over the motivation of Christian missions, kindled by suspicions‘of

earlier political involvements of the French Roman Catholics.

EBarly Roman Catholic Missions

Roman Catholics first entered Siam in 1511 when priests accompan-
ied the Portuguese Embassy of Alfonso de Alberquerque, In 1556 two Dominican
priests arrived, but both were scon martyred in 1566 and 1569 respectively.
The first Jesuits came in 1607, The Paris Foreign Missionary Society fol=-
lowed in 1662, Other orders came later,28

Strong resistence from the Siamese was met from the start in terms
of conversion. Church growth was minimal, Most Catholic ministry was
among the Portuguese and Christians of foreign origin.

Then during the 1680's a Greek (Catholic adventurer named Constantine
Phaulkon rose to prominence as a government minister in the court of King
Nerai, one of Siam's great rulers, Siamese jealousy arocse and fear that
the Catholics through Phaulkon were about to convert the king sparked off
& viclent anti-foreign revolution, It was particularly anti-French. In
1688 just before the death of King Narai, Phaulkon was arrested, tortured
and beheadeds Catholic priests were banished or imprisoned, The death of

Phaulkon end his violent fall shocked French officials and frightened the

281he Catholic Directory of Thailand 1967, edited by the Jesuit
Fathers (Bangkok: 1967), p. 10f.
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tiny Catholic constituency. Following the Phaulkon RevolutionZ2® the Catho-
lics made little inroads among the Siamese populations. Even a century
later in 1785 the Roman Catholic Church in Siam totalled 1,372 only, com=
prised of 413 Siamese of Portuguese origin, 379 Cambodians of Portuguese
origin, and 580 Annamites,S0 Mést of these lived near the capital in Thon-
buri-Bangkok,

Thus & heévy blaﬁ fell on the Catholics over the Phaulkon affair,
The anti-christian repercussions reverberated down through the succeeding
decades, That episode remained long in the astute minds of Siemese leader=

ship and became & hurdle of hesitance towards Protestant missions also,

29For a fuller description see Luang Sitsayamkan, The Greek
Favourite of the King of Siam, (Singapore: Donald Moore Press Ltd., 1967).

30The Catholic Directory of Thailand 1967, p. 1l,
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Chapter 3
EARLY BAPTIST MISSICNS TO THE SIAMESE

Since 1807 Beptists maintained missions in Burma. It might
be enticipated, therefore, that they would be the first to project
missions to Siam, Burma's next door Buddhist neighbour. But thirty
years passed before the Baptists actually entered Siam,

However, God in His magnificent timing and in sovereign control
provided an opportunity outside of Siam for the first witness of Christ
to the Siamese. A woman was to have this privilege,and Sismese in un-
fortunate ciroﬁmstances were honored in first hearing of Christ in their

own lenguage,

Forerunners in Burma (1816 - 1828)

Ann Hasseltine Judson was the first Protestant missionmary
known to work with the Siamese. Ann or-Nancy, as she was affectionately
called, never visited Siam. She worked in Burmae with her pioneer hus-
band, Adoniram Judson, from 1813 to her death in 1826,

In Rengoon and Moulmein were many Siamese prisoners of war,
Both the Burmese and Thai were Buddhists, but they were inveterate
enemies, Amm's interest in the numerous colonies of Sismese captives
led to a deep concern to reach them. Judson encouraged his wife to
learn the Siamese language.l Late in 1816 Ann began in earnest to do so,

Her letter to a friemd, dated the last day of April, 1818, indicated

1Stacy R. Werburton, Fastward! The Story of Adoniram Judson
(New York: Round Teble Press Inc., 1937), Ds 169




24

that in the intervening year and a half she had translated into Siem-
ese tongue the Burman cetechism just prepared by Dr. Judson, a trect
containing an abstract of Christienity (the View of Christian Religion)
end the Gospel of Mat thew, 2

In his Journal, November 29, 1829, Judson listed the Burmese
and other translations printed to date and confirmed thet these three
Siamese works were done by his wife.® Ann also translated a Sismese
book into English for amusement. It was an account of the incarnation
of a Siamese deity when he existed in’the form of a great elephant.Z

In April 1819 Judson constructed & building called a zeyat in
Rangoon to use as an independent place for preaching and meeting with
inquirérs, This structure had three main sections: a verandah, a large
airy middle rocm and an entry way opening into the garden leading to
the missionary residencé. In Ann's biography Arabella Stuart explains
that during the week Mrs., Judson occupied the middle room giving in-
struction in reading to classes of men and women, She taught female
inquirers as well, Here she also studied the Siamese language, much

spoken in Rengoon, and translated into that language a catechism and

Sprthur T. Pierson, The Miracles of Missions (New York: Funk
& Wegnalls Co,, 1891), p.54.

SEdward Judson, The Life of Adoniram Judson (New York: Anson
D. F. Randolph & Co., 1883), pe 308,339,

4Courtney Anderson, To The Golden Shore. The Eifé of Adoniram
Judson (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1956), Pe20le
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the Gospel of Matthew.® Thus the Judsons played a crucial role in
the earliest witness to the Thai,

Surprisingly William Carey also had a part to play in this
first evangelization of the Siamese, In 1819 Carey's Baptist Press
at Serampore, India, was used to print tﬁe first Siamese tract and
the catechism prepared by Ann Judson. Whether the Gospel of Matthew
was also printed at the same time is not certain. No copies are extant,

Significantly the first known Siamese convért to Christ was
won not in Siam, but in Burme, The early missionaries to Burma were
concerned to reach all with the Gospel, They energetically witnessed
to everyone including downtrodden Siamese who were victims of war or
slavery. Their efforts were not fruitless, The first Siamese convert
recorded in history was a young men named Moung Shway-pwen. We have
no details of how he was converted, who led him to Christ, or how he
got to Burma, He may not even have been the first Siamese convert. Be-
ceusse his neame is Rurmese I suspect he may have bsen born in Burma of
& Siamese prisoner of war or & slave, Possibly he knew Burmese well

and was won through the preaching or reading of the Scriptures in that

ianguage. We do not knowe.

Cne thing is certain. When Mr. and Mrs, Boardman left Dr. Jud-
son in Maulmain on March 29; 1828 to open & station at Tavoy, this young
Siamese convert accompanied them, Also with the Broadman family went

a Karen believer and four netive school boys, presumably Burmese,b

Sirabella Stuart, The Lives of Mrs. Ann H. Judson and Nrs. Sarsh
B, Judson (Auburn and Buffalo: Miller Orton & Mulligan,1854), Pe88=83.

6Judson, opa cit., pe 344.
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The Karen, a fifty year old man, wes Xo Tha Byu, the first
Karen convert in Burma, As a "“wicked and ungovernable boy™ he left
home at the age of fifteen, Hévbecame a robber and murderer and finally.
ended up on the slave market because of debt. Schway-bay bought him
and took him én as a servant, but because of his uncontrollable temper
Schway-bay readily passed him on to Judson in return for payment of
the debt. Patiently Judson dealt with Ko Tha Byu now under his employ,
Judson's example and teaching gradually impressed him., He learmed %o
read the Burmese New Testament. God's powerful Word began to transform
him, Eventually he accepted Christ.”7 Following his baptism by Mr.
Boardman et Tavoy in 1828 Ko Tha Byu became the Apostle to the Karen,
travelling and preaching extensively among the Karen,

Before April 1830 he also attempted to go into Central Siam
to preach Christ but was hindered from entering., His companion, Maung
Sekkee however was allowed in., He "preached and found some thet listened."8
Presumably this was to Karen peoples in Thailand. Only nineteen months

earlier the first missionaries had arrived in Thailand.

Gutzlaff's Call For Baptist Reinforcements

The pioneer Protestant missionaries to arrive on Thai soil
were Carl Friedrick Augustus Gutzlaff, a twenty-five year old Lutheran
German doctor, and Jacob Tomlin, an Englishman with the London Mission=

ary Society. They arrived in Bangkok on August 23, 1828, and immediately

TAnderson, op. cit., pe 385=386,

8a., Q. Van Benschoten, Jr., "“A Thailand Missionary™ printed
letter , Chiangmai, January 1954, p.l
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began in earmest to distribute Chinese Bibles, dispense medicines,
and commence studying Siamese and translating the Bible, They la-
bored at & feverish rate.?

The enervating climate forced Tomlin to leave nine mbnths
later. 1In December 1829 Gutzlaf? went to Singapore to print some
of his translations on the Siamese type originally used on Carey's
Baptist Press for Ann Judson's translations.

Gutzlaff and Tomlin sent a letter via Captein Coffin to Ameri-
ca pleading for missionaries to come and help evangelize Siam, Unfortu-
nately in 1829 many Baptists were in the feverish height of the anti-
mission fervor and so were uninterssted, 1In early 1830 Guitzlaff sent
a second letter to the: Americen Board of Commissiocners for Foreign
Missions. The ABCFM, Judson's original mission, responded and sent
David Abeel, a medical doctor, to Bangkok, He arrived with the return-
ing Tomlin on June 30, 1831, But Abeel, broken in health, left for
good in November 13832, Tomlin had gone earlier in January that year,

Gutilaff's main concern was for the evangelization of the
world. He was not bound to denominational biases, In God's provi-
dence he also sent a similar letter calling for reinforcements to
Judson and the Baptists in Burma about 1829, Gutzlaff's call wes mo=-
tivated by the need of meny Mon and Burmese in Siam, No doubt this
clarion ery for help deeply impressed Judson. DBut as already noted

the Baptist enti-mission activism in America at that period had left

9Chariles Gutzlaff, Journal of Three Voyages Along the Coast
of Chipa in 1831, 1832, and 1833 (London: Thomaes Werd & Company,
Third Bdition), pas 48, 54,
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even Judson as a lonely sentinel on the front line, He himself pled.
for reinforcements. At the close of an imploring appeal for new men he
wrote:
May God forgive all those who desert us in our extremity.
May He save them all, But surely, if any sin will lie with
crushing weight on the trembling, shrinking soul, when grim
death draws near; if any sin will clothe the face of the final
Judge with an angry frown, withering up the last hope of the
condemned, in irremediable, everlasting despair, it is the sin
of turning a deaf ear to the plaintive cry of ten millions of
immortal beings, who, by their darkness and misery, cry, day
and night, 'Come to our rescue, ye bright sons and daughters
of America, COME AND SAVE US, FOR WE AR® SINKING INTO HELL,'10
Inspite of few laborers for Burma the unevangelized millions
in Siam still concerned Judson, In 1832 the Baptist Mission in Burma
had only six missionary couples, but Judson strongly supported the
suggestion to send John Taylor Jones end Mrs. Jones to Siam. Judson
and his associates were willing to sacrifice two of their small twelve
to open the second field for the American Baptist Mission. The Joneses
actually studied the Siamese language for six months in Maulmain before
going to Sism in 1833,11
Meanwhile Gutzlaff married Miss Newell of the London Missionary
Society in Malacca, They returned to Bangkok on February 11, 1830,
Plowing into the translation work with amazing concentration and zeal
they completed an imperfect Siamese Bible plus large portions in Lao

and Canbocdian, as well as & dictionary and grammar of Siamese and Cambo=-

dian,12 This gremmar greatly assisted the Jonmes in their work in Siam,

lodudson, op. cit., pe. 310,

118. F. Smith, ™Mission in Siam™ in Missionarx Sketches: A Cone-
cise History of the Work of the American Baptist Mlssionary Union (Boston:
T887) Reprinted &s Appendix VII inm G.B. Mcrarlend Historical sSketch of
Protestant Missions in Siam 1828-1928 (Bangkok: The Bangkok Times Press
TEd., 1928), p. 245« ~

12Gutzlaff, op. cit., Pe 55.
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Just a year later on February 16, 1831 Maria Gutzlaff died
giving birth to twins, only one of whom survived. Completely broken
in health and at the point of death Gutzlaff left Thailand for China
on June 3, 1831, having just received news of the death of his 1little
daughter, This amazing man had a particular burden for millions in
inland China and labored to that end till his death on August 9, 1851
in Hong Kong, His burden and influence on Hudson Taylor, founder of
the China Inlend Mission, was So profound that Taylor called Gutzlaff

"the grandfather of the Chine Inland Mission,"13

Pioneer Missions to Siam (1833-1851)

The éarly Baptist missions in Siam soon developed into two
specific departments, the Siamese and the Chinese,

Since February 1831 John Taylor Jones and his wife had served
two years in Burme when &s assigned they opered the Siasmese work of
the American Baptists, (n their way to Bangkock in 1833 they met
David Abeel in Singapore., He requested them to care for the few Chi-
nese worshippers he left in Bangkok until other ABCFM missioneries
arrived, Jones also obtained Gutzlaff's Sieamese dictionary which Mrs,
Jones used to prepare & revised dictionary., Reaching Bangkok on March
25, 1833, Jones managed to rent a small plot at the rear of the Portu-~
gese Consulate, probably with help from the consul, Seignior Carlos de

Silveira.l4 Jones' work in Burma among the Talaing tribe (also called

13pr, and Mrs. Howard Taylor, Hudson Taylor in Tarly Years (Lon~
don: C.I.M., 1811), p. 87f,

14g, B, McFarland, Historical Sketch<2£ Protestant Missions in
Siem 1828 - 1928 (Bangkok: Bangkok Times Press Ltd., 1928), Pe 29, 304f.
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Peguan or Mon) was & potential opemer for many of these Mon people
who had spilled over into Siam,15 However, being officially restricted
tb Bangkok they focused specifiéally on the Siamese, They learﬁed the
language well. Later Jones was said to be more eloquent in Siamese
than in English, Unfortunately this could be said of few missioraries
in Thailand today. By September 1833 Jonmes had completed a Christian
tract and a summary of geography and astronomy in Siamese,

Jones' translation and revisions of the Siamese New Testament
were major contributions to Siemese evangelization. He supervised two
editions by 1851, By December 1839 the Siamese New Testament was com=
pleted except for Hébrews and Revelation, In 1840 58,000 copies were
distributed. The Baptist Mission Press was set up in 1836 and printed
materials for the Presbyterians also,until they got their press in 1861,16

Althdugh former trail blazers took opportunity to reach the
Siamese, their primary objective was the Chinese, This Baptist couple
was, however, the first to come specifically for the evangelization of
the Siamese people. But sven Jones.found himself starting Siamess and
Chinese departments simulteneously, While he was unable +to speak Chi=-
nese "“he found the Chinese part of the population by far the most acces-

sible and inquisitive."17 Significantly the Chinese ever since have

15¢inifred G. Hervey, The Story 2£ Baptist Missicns in Foreign
Lands (St. Louis: C.R.Barms Publishing Company, 1892), pe 401, 462

16McFarland, op. ¢it., p. 29, 347,

17williem Gemmell, A History of American Baptist Missions in
Asia, Africa, Europe, and North Americe (Boston: Gould, Kendall and
TLincoln, 1849), p. 189,
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beeﬁ equally accessible,

Jones opened his house to the little meeting of Chinese
who had gathered previously during David Abeel's brief ministry. Thus
the first Baptist work among the Chinese commenced in Siam in "a very
unostentaticus way."18

In 1833,the opening year of Baptist missions, the first bap=-
tisms took place, although the exact date is in conflict, Adding to
C. Robinson's 1841 sketch of the origin of the firét protestant mission
in Siam, the editor of the Bangkok Calendar (1866) says Jones immersed
three Chinese on December 8, 1833 in the Chao Phya River. Their names
were Chek Peng, Chak Chia and Lai Seng. Mrs. G. B. McFarland later
wrote that the first baptism of three Chinese (Chek Peng, Chek Seang-
Seah, and Boon Tee) was dated September 22, 1833, However, S. F. Smith
confirmed the December date for the first baptisms and notes that just
a week before on December 1, 1833, the first Baptist Communion in Siam
was administered., The only two cormunicants were Rev., and Mrs. Jones o +9
William Gammell, the Baptist historian, also fixes these two events in
December, but says four were baptised including Boon Tee, A couple of
years earlier Boon Tee had received the rite by sprinkling under Carl
Gutzlaff., Boon Tee led the group and was immediately appointed chief
assistant to Jones?C 1n 1836, however, Boon Tee fell victim to opium

and left his Christian profession.21

1BHervey, op. cit., po 471. 1?22: cit., pe 2B, 342, 345,

20Op. git., pe. 189, 21McFar1and, op. cit.,, Ps 286
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In 1835 after & strenuous year of language study and trans-
lation, Jones visited Singapore to have his Siamese translation of
three tracts and Matthew's Gospel printed.22 Here he met Williem Deen
en route to Bangkok. Dean's first wife, Matilda Coman, after surviv-
ing a gruelling 176 days' voyage to Singapore, died on March 5, 1835,

While accompanying little George Boardman from Burma out to the
ship "Cashmere™ in a native rowing boat, Jones and Dean were attacked
by pirates. The buccanserscast Jones into the sea and speared Dean
through the wrist with a three pronged fishing spear. These Malay pi-
rates then grabbed the box of letters destined for America which they
thought contained treasure, and fled. Dean pulled Jones, almost drowned,
into the boat, They both barely survived. After recovering from their
wounds they sailed on to Bangkokez3

Dean was designated to the Chinese, but as China was then a
closed country he was sent to Siam to await an opening. Reaching Bangkok
on July 18, 1835, he focused all his energy on developing the Baptist
work among the Chinese, He was the first foreigner to study the Teo
Chiu Chinese diaslect, He first preached in this dialect to thirty-four
Chinese in August 1835, Within two months the congregation increased
to fifty. In December 1835 Dean baptised three Chinese.24 During Mr,
Malcom's visit on July 1, 1837 Dean organized the first Protestant church

in the East, the first Chinese church in all of Asia.25 Tt had three

22Gammell, op. cit., p. 189
zsﬂervey, ope Cit., pe 461-467; Anderson, op. cit., pe 417,
24Hervey, op. cit., p. 471.

25Arthur T. Piersonm, The Crisis of Missions (New York: Beker
and Taylor Co., 1886), p. 76.
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Chinese and eight missionary charter members. With Dean's going to
Hong Xong in 1842 the Baptists constituted two separate missions the

following year, the Siam Mission and the China Mission,

Baptist Missionary Reinforcements and Losses

It is difficult to comprehend the drastic effect that mission-
ary mobility played on these early years of Baptist missions, At the
risk of monotony I catalogue some of the major personnel movements
in less than two deceades before 1851. The high infant mortality in
missionary families was also alarming,though no details are giﬁen here,

In March 1836 Jones went to Singapore again to get fonts of
Siamese and Chinese type. There he met new Baptist reinforcements,
Robert Davenport, & printer, and Alanscn Reed, with their wives, and
J.L. Shuck had arriﬁed with & printing press. They all went on to
Bangkok arriving July 1, 1838, Alanscn Reed died at the age of thirty
the following year August 29, 1937, after a brief but intensive liter-
ature ocutreach from his house-boat two miles north of the capital, J.L.
Shuck soon transferred to lMacao, A commedicus printing house was
erected for Devenport's ministry with a strong storehouse for paper
and print materials., In October 1837 Williem Dean was forced to take
a health trip., At Macaoc he married Theodosia Ann Barker and brought
her to Siam in May 1838. On March 28, 1838, Eliza Grew Jones died of
cholera, Then irn 1839 Cowdon H. Slafter arrived with his wife for Siam-
ese work with a second printing press. Then Josiah Goddard and his wife
came to Bangkok for the Chinese depertment in Cctober 1840, But cn

April 7, 1841, C. H, Slafter died of dysentery, aged twenty-nine.ze

26smith, op. oit., pe 346f.

Porfland Center Library
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Six months before British power forced opium on China by
the iniquitous treaty over the Opium War (184051842) Dean's health
broke down. In February 1842 he left Siam not to return permanently
until 1864, He spent meny of these years in China, Around the same
time both Mrs. Reed and Mrs, Slafter withdrew from the mission., 1In
1845 the Davenports' poor health forced them to return to the USA
where they resigned. He died three years later., During these early
years C.T. Jones also made two trips to the USA for health purposes,
Jonesd:! second wife, Judith Leavitt Jones, died at sea on March 21,
1846, In the meantime in 1843 J,H. Chandler and wife transferred from
Burma to take up printing work. Erastus N. Jencks also arrived in
December 1846 but left the next year. His wife, Caroline Raldwin
Jencks, died on the passage hcme, June 27, 1848, In March 1848 J., God-
dard transferred to Shanghai. Returning in 1847 J.T. Janes was accom=-
penied by his third wife, Sarah Sleeper Jones, and Harriet H. Morse,
Poor health forced Harriet Morse to return to America in 1855, Samuel
Jones Smith, whom Jones had adopted in Burma, followed Jones to Bangkck
in 1849 after joining the mission in the USA.27 Then in 1851 the es=
teemed John Taylor Jones, founder of the Siam Mission, died after
eighteen years connection with the ministry in Siam,

What heartbreaking challenges those early missicnaries faced.
Death and dying, sickness and disease, comings and goings, arrivals
and departures all swept over this tiny band of brave soculs like the

ocesn waves crashing against the rocks and eroding the sand, But

27Gammell, ops cit., Pe 194-198, 352,
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through turmoil énd testing these stalwart soldiers of the cross,
facing daily the strains of all the alien elements arrayed against
them, held on in bold faith, They stood firm in devoted determination.
Their travail of soul resulted in the birth of the Church. Rejoicing
in tears with joy through pain they beckon the Church today to follow

faithfully in their footsteps to fulfil Christ's missionary mandate,

Initial Church Growth

With the disruption of missionary forces, it is surprising
that any church growth occurred at all, Of the four Chinese baptized
by Jones (1833) and the three by Dean (1835), only three faithful re=-
mained in 1837 to form, with eight missionaries, the foundation mem-
bers of the first Chinese church orgenized in the East; Today this
Chinese Baptist Church is called Maitrichit Church. The cause for this
reduction was the enslavement of the Chinese to opium. TUnable to
stand the temptation, several ofiﬁhose beptized foll away.28 Also within
two years three of those first baptized had died. Nevertheless in 1839
six others were added to the Church.29 In 1840 there were nine Chinese
members0 and eight missioneries totalling seventeen in membership.3l
In 1841 another seven Chinese were baptized, though S.F., Smith says

one was Siamese, In 1842 two Chinese members, Tang Tui and Xoe BRak,

28Harvey Newcomb, é_Cyclopedia of Missions (New York: Charles
Scribner, 1856), p. 673.

29%mith, ope cite, p. 346-347,
30gammell, op. cit., p. 192,196

S1ABMU Annual Report 1840; William Buell letter April 19,1842,
Microfilm of "Siam Letters,' PCUSA,
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transferred out and went with William Dean to Hong Kong., They be=
came foundation members of the First Baptist Church in Hong Kong, organ=-
ized on May 28, 1843,32 Thus Siam contributed to the extension of the
Church esmong Chinese elsewhere in East Asia, By 1839 about twenty
attended the Chinese worship service, and from thirty to fifty the
Siamese., Many were interested but uncommitted,

No large numbers of Chinese entered the Church until the 1860's,
According to S. R. House, by 1848 M™sixty names had been added at dif=
ferent times" to the Bangkok Church. However, the membership in 1848
was only twenty-three, During that year a Burmese men, as well as
the first two Chinese women, wives of Chinese members, were added. But
in 1849 two members died of cholera.

Fifteen years of missionary labor passed. In 1848 five Raptist
missionaries worked with the Sismese, and four with the Chinese, There
was not yet a single Siamese convert.S® Later a letter in March 1849
spoke of tﬁe first Siamese convert, By 1850 the Chinese congregation
hed increesed to thirty~five members, including thirty national Christ-
ians,.54

While in Siam, Dean preached to the Chinese and spent much
time speaking to visitors who came to his floeting house on the river,
Jones tenaciously translated the Siamese Scriptures, prepared tracts

and visited Buddhist temples to propagate the Gospel. He completed the

32smith, ope cite., p. 346-347; McFarland, op. cit. p. 30c.
33Gammell, op. cit., p. 194, 349,

S4yewcomb, op. cit. pe 676; Smith, op. cit., p. 348.
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New Testament in 1844 and started on the 014 Testament, In 1839 a
chapel was built.35 Evangelism was the heart beat of early Raptist
missions and in 1844 an out station was started some miles outside of
Bangkok. By 1849 two schools were started for Chinése boys with eight=-
een pupils,S® The missionary ladies also taught ™such pupils as could
be induced to attend their instructions.™ Parents often forbad their
children to attend, believing it would diminish their value if and
when they were to sell their children as slaves.’/ So teaching was
another vital ministry especially to the families of Christians, Pro=-
perty was also purchased for service to the aged, poor, and sick mem=
bers of the Church,

A further evangelistic activity of fhe missionaries was co-opera-

ting with other missions in tours for spreading the Gospel.

Co~operative Missionary Evangelistic Tours

Soon after the Baptists had entered Thailand, missionaries
from other societies began arriving, Many were coming to Siam only
as a stopping off place or waiting pericd. They were coiled ready to
spring into China when the door was opened. Siam was their training
ground.

Between 1834 and 1840 ten couples and a single lady arrived
under the Americsn Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mission, Among

them was Dan Beach Bradley, whose famous thirty-eight year missionary

3%Henry C. Vedder, A Short History of Baptist Missions (Philadel=~
phia: The Judson Press, 1327), p. 1605.

36ABMU Annual Report, 1849, 3TVewcomb, op. cite, Po 673
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career and medical skill left an indelible impression on Siem, An-
other was Jesse Caswell, who had a profound influence on Prince Mong-
kut, then in the Buddhist priesthood but who wes destined to be the
next Siamese king (Rema IV) in 1851, Both Bradley and Caswell with-
drew from the ABCFM in 1847 as they embraced sinless perfection doc-
trine. They joined the American Missionary Association (AMA) and con-
tinued ministry to the Siamese, TWith the transfer of the last of
their workers to China in 1849, the ABCFM closed their work in Siam,

In 1840 the American Presbyterians opened their work in Siam,
From 1847 onward they remained at the helm,steering their missionary
ship determinedly through thick and thin, ZXey names like Mattoon,
House, McGilvary (™the Apostle to the Laos"™) and McFarland remain as
vivid memories in the amnals of Thai Church history,

One vital activity of these early missionaries wes the.co-
operative evangelistic trip or tour. When not confined to Bangkok,
or when special permission was obtained, they made short tours along
canals and rivers to nearby towns,

Many such tours were made over these years., Just two examples
will be cited, One of the first recorded missionary tours was September
17-24, 1840,when Cowdon Slafter (Baptist) and William Buell (Presby-
terian) travelled by boat to Ratburi. Another at the end of this be-
ginning era was in November, 1852,when S, J. Smith (Baptist) and Ste-
phen Mattoon (Presbyterian) travelled with their wives on a month long

tour of the interior,38 They visited inland towns, former capitals and

383tephen Mattoon letter, Jsn. 28, 1854, Wicrofilm of "Siam
Letters™, PCUSA.
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Petchburi.

Such touring was seasonal,depending on the water levels
in streams and canels, Usually these itineraries were conducted
at the end or just after the flood seasons in the latter months of
the year,

The purposes of these tours were to explore the regionms,
gathering geographical data fof perspective work,and to distribute
much Christian literature, Opportunities were also taken to preach
Christ openly.

Several significant observations can be made from the records
of these early tours. First, the missionaries were keenly aware of
the homogeneous units of population. The different ethnie, linguistiec,
dielectical differences of the people were noted. Siamese, Chinese
(several dialects), Lao, Peguan, Cambodian, Cochin Chinese, Malays,
Indiana, Portuguesewere observed.od

Second, @ strange kind of openness and interest pervaded the
outlying areas, Most villages and towns were along the rivers and
canals, They were "very accessible for benevolent effort." Every=-
where were "heathen'temples whose lofty spires point to heaven as
if in defiance of all of its laws.™ Yet many priests and villagers
desired to receive the literature and to listen to the Gospel,40

Third, was the inter-mission co=-operation in such evangelistic

tours, With small members of missionary staff, the common goal to

39Robert Davenport letter, Nov. 22, 1842, Microfilm of "Siam
Letters,™ PCUSA.

40william Buell letter, Dec. 4, 1840, Ificrofilm of "Siam
Letters," PCUSA,
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‘evangelize brought the different denomination groups and missions
together., In éhe face of common problems and extreme difficulties
they joined as a common front. Thus missionaries of the Presbyterians,
Baptists, ABCFM, and AMA often joined in team exploratory evengelistic
tours. Truly the scumenical movement was born on & thousand mission

fields,

Two Shattering Disasters (1851)

The Baptist pioneers had a roughbsea of political obstinance
in which to row under Xing Pra Nang Klao (Rema III), 1824 - 1851, Liks
previous Siamese kings he virtually held absolute sway over the opin=-
ions and practices of his subjects. His power was awesome. The people
literally prostrated themselves on the ground at his feet in symbolic
servitude, He was the lord of life and lord of death! Fe was also con-
servative, traditional and narrow minded.

King Rema III was not friendly to missions. He was suspicious
of foreigmers and kept missionaries under strict surveillance. At
times he restricted their residence in Bangkok.41 At first they wers
no£‘allowed to travel out into the country areas among the psople,42
Later occasional permission was granted to do so. It was a trying time
for these pioneer missionaries. The king's hostility threatened the
defeat of mission work in Siam,.

The opium wars with Chine rightly chagrined King Rama III and

4IMary Backus, Siam and Laos (Philadelphia: Westcott & Thomson,
1884), pe 321.

42williem B, Stromg, The Story of the Americen Board (Boston:
The Pilgrim Press, 1910), p. 1l0.
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to his credit and through the prompting of missionaries he passed
the first royal edict against opium in 1839, The same year he re=
warded Dr. Bradley for his inoculations,

The king's rude treatment of Sir James Brocke, Fngland's am-
bassador.seeking commercial treeties with Siam, almost produced war
with Britain.43 The tenaion was high. His suspicion and jealousy of
the growing influence of the missionaries erupted in positive boycott's
against the missionaries,

In 1850 the king threw their Sismese teachers into prison,44
Their servants fled. Fearing the king and his ministers, none of the
people would rent or sell houses or lands to the missionaries.45 Many
refused to sell them food. Even the lives of the missionaries were
in danger. There seemed no alternative but to withdraw from Siam,46
A disastrous conclusion seemed imminent., Asian missionary societies,
now forming in such numbers, would do well to send missionaries of as
stout hearts, The progress of the Gospel is seldom easy,

Then at the height of this oppositiom, the king fell seriously

i1l in Jenuary, 1851, the very month of the Baptist fire.47 Though no

43Edwin Munsell Bliss, (%d.), The Encyclopedia of Missions Vol,II
(New York: Funk & Wagnells, 1891), p.—E—S.

443, Mattoon letter, October 8, 1850, Microfilm of_“Sigm Letters,™
PCUSA, ‘ o

453, R. House letter, Decembar 10, 1850, Microfilm of "Siam
Letters,™ PCUSA.

- 463, Mattoon letter, Decenber 5, 1850, Microfilm of "Siam
Letters," PCUSA.

473, usttoon lstter, February 5, 1851, Microfilm of "Siam
Letters,“ PCUSA.
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serious complications were expected, the king worsened and died on
April 3, 1851,‘ Thus the royal opposer of the Gospel was taken out of
the way,

In January, 1851, fire razed the Baptist compound. Severe

loss was incurred., Buildings, chapel, libraries, school and personal
effects were lost, The complete printing plant was ruined. The de-
struction of the complete second edition of J. T. Jomes' Siamese New
Testement was a calamity. The cause of the fire was never satisfactor-
ily solved., Possibly it was deliberate arson.48 There the Gospel pro-‘
gresses there will be the demonic roaring lion attempting to frustrate
the grace of God. |

The second tragedy to strike the Baptists suddenly was the loss
of the mainstay of their Siamese work. In September, 1851, after eight-
gen years éf faithful service in Siam, Dr. John Taylor Jones died of
dysentry. This was serious, for the Baptists were left without any
missionaries fluent in the language to work with the Siamess,

Thus the destruction of the press with the whole compound, and
the death of pioneser Jones in the same year, were two heavy blows
to the Baptists. They rallied only slowly, But they plodded on

through decades of struggling growth,

48genneth E Wells, History of Protestant Wbrk‘EE_Thailand
(Bangkok: Church of Christ in Thailand, 1958), p. 1%,
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Chapter 4
YEARS OF STRUGGLING GRCWTH (1851-1873)

The ascension of King Mongkut Pra Chom Klao (Rama IV‘1851~1868)
to the Siamese throne brought a2 more favorable situation for Christian
missions. The king's close contact with several missionaries during
his years in the Buddhist priesthood solidified his friendly attitude
towards missionaries. He was highly educated and liberal, and therefore
much more progressive and tolerant than his predecessor, King Rama IV

even requested the missionary wives to teach his women in his palace.

A Brief Relapse Amidst Changes Favoraeble to Missions

While royel favor generally prevailed during his reign, there
was a short period (1854-1855) when King Mongkut's ire and displeasure
was exhibited towards the Americen missionaries, This was a trying time
especially for Baptists.

In October 1854, an anonymous letter in a Singapore paper un-
justly abused the administration and attacked the character of King lMong-
kut, The king was angry, Jumping to conclusions, he falsely accused the
missionaries, with particular focus on the Baptists. The anticipated
arrival of Sir John Bowring, English ambassador, postponed the expulsion
of a Baptist missionary,‘&n apparent scapegoat.l

On December 18, 1854, the owners of land rented to the Raptists

with govermment consent were seiged and jailed in irons, accused of selling

1s, Mattoon Letter, Nov. 27, 1854, Microfilm of "Siem Letters,™
PCUSA.
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"royel land™ to foreigners. They were released four or five days later,
being warned not to rent land to missionaries,

On December 24, 1854, a royal decree forbad missionary servants,
both Siemese and Chinese, from accompanying missionaries on tours out=
side the suburb limits. The penalty for doing so was immediate arrest
and imprisomment. Thus, King Mongkut's attitude to his missionary friends
changed for & season., The national printers employed by AMA fled. Teachers
of the Presbyterians were also arrested that afternoon.?2 The teachers
were questioned concerning the infamous letter and released, "after paying
to the greedy officers more than three months' wages.™ The teachers
feared to return to mission employ. Missionaries were confined to the
city end could mot travel "past the custom house,™®

This state of affairs continued through lerch 1355, when the
kind and unsolipited intercession of Sir John Bowring resulted in the
king's removing the restrictions oh the missiomaries.4 After this a
more favorable disposition of the king towards missionaries was reinstated,

Xing Mongkut concluded treaties with England (1855) and the
United States (1856). Revealing no ingrained antagonism to missions, he
requested one of the Presbyterian missionaries, Stephen Mattoon, bte ap=-

pointed first U.S. Consul.S At this Dr. Wood of the U. S. Embassy wrote

25, R. House letter, Dec. 25, 1854, Micro film of "Siem Letters,"

PCUSA.

33, Mattoon letter, Jan. 22, 1855, Micro film of "Siam Letters,"
PCUSA. ,

4s, R. House letter, July 3, 1855, Microfilm of "Siam Letters,"
PCUSA.

SEdwin Munsell Bliss, The Encyclopedie of Wissions Vol.II (New
York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1891), Po 935,
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that "the unselfish kindness of the American missionaries, their patiencs,
sincerity, and faithfulness, have won the confidence and esteem of the
natives."€

A decade of open relationship with the missionaries followed.
Then in August 1868 while,accompanying the French Astronomical expedi~-
tion on the west ccast of Siam Yo view an unusually protracted eclipse
of the sun, King Mongkut came down with malaria and typhus fevers, To
the sorrow of all he died not long after returning to Bangkok., His son,
the famous progressive monarch of Siam, King Chulalongkorn,ascended the

throne (1868-1910). He continued and excelled in friendliness towards

Christien missions.

Sharing in Palece Women's Work

During the early years of King Rama IV's reign, the door to an
unusual opportunity to work with palsce women was opened. On August 14,
1851, King Mongkut invited three of the missionary wives to come to the
Royal Pelace to teach English to his wives and the women of the palace.
For three years Mrs, Bradley (AMA), Mrs. Mattnon (Presbyterian), and Mrs.
J. T. Jones (Baptist) taught six days a week, alternating two days each.
Thus, the Gospel entered the walls of the Siamese palace, behind the huga
gates of the women's gquarters forbidden to man's entrance, The women's
hand, like that of Ann Judson, agein breought a first in missicn work. This
wes the first consistent missionary instruction ever given in a palace,
and the first women's zenana work ever begun in the East.

While men were excluded from the forbidden city of the King's

6robert E. Speer, Christienity and the Nations (New York: Lay-
men's Missicnary Movement, 1910), p. 19
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Royal Herem, Siamese women still enjoyed a high status, Although they
were not taught to read like the men, they had nevertheless an important
role and status in society, in the home, in commerce, and in specific
arts and crafts such as intricate and unique fruit decoration, A. T. Fier-
son correctly observed their status in this early period: "Though woman is
by no means man's equel, evén here her condition is vastly'superior to
that of her sex generally in the Fast, and here ordinary treatment is affect-
i§nate end considerate."?

This innovetive move of Xing Mongut to have the palace women
taught to speak, read and write English was a further move to raise the
status of Thail women in the eyes of foreign dignitaries, who would come
and visite.

It is fitting to pause here t¢ pay tribute to women involved in
missionary worke A good thrust for missionary work was powerfully gener-
ated through the Women's Missionary Societies, developed out of a2 com-
pessionate concern for the lost world. Theousands of women in Western
churches prayed, raised funds, and sent forth workers, that the Great Com-
mission might be fulfilled. This host of unsung dedicated heroines in
the homelend is worthy of praise, And so are those who, counting the cost,
severed the comforts of home and went forth to sometimes unbelievablse
conditions, with their husbands or alone, to proclaim Christ to thes nations,
The loneliness, suffering and hardship they faced can only be compared with
that of the great women who pioneered the frontiers of lands like America
and Australis. Today vwhen selfish worldliness and licentious freedom of a

new morality permeetes our Western societies, a fresh need chellenges women

Tarthur T. Piersom, The Crisis of Missions (New York: Baker and
Taylor Co., 1886), p. T4o
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to extol holiness, compassion and determination to 1ift the moral standards
of the world, as the women of those days did., Women's Missionary Societies
should be rejuvenated; ladies’ prayer bands should be renewed. A host of
dedicated wamen are still needed to join many of their comrades on mission
fields around the world. Indeed there are still areas where women alone
heve entrance to large sectioms of éociety for ministry to wemen, particu=-
larly in tribal and Muslim peoples,.

The palsce ministry in Bangkok continued consistently until December
1852, when the serious illness and death of a young queen caused a cessation
of teaching temporarily.8 When it was resumed the following year, & decided
change in the approach of the missionary women was evident, Part of
this came through the interest of the palace wamen themselves. The Annual
Report (QOct. 1, 1853) declared that "the women's teaching in recent months
had graduelly assumed a more decidedly evangelistic ¢ast.™ The 1854 Annual
Report (Septe 13, 1854) reads: "Very little has been donme in the English
language during the year, instruction having been>chief1y imparted through
the Siamesecess.Some of those under instruction have read the entire New
Testament and most other Christian boocks in print, and some of them pro-
fess to yield a nominal assent to the truth contained in these bocks,"

At the height of this excitement, calamity fell, In Cctober, 1854,
the anonyméus letter in a Singapore newspaper attacked the character and
administration of King Mongkut. This upset him greatly. He reacted
against the missionaries, This, with other causes unrelated to this inci-

dent, brought a sudden cessation to the palace visits.

8. Mattoon letter, Dec. 1, 1852, Microfilm of "Siam Letters."
PCUSA. : ‘
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Cne day the missionary ladies were prevented from visifing the
palace women as usual, A few days later Mrs, Mattoon and Mrs, Smith
wont there and were received as usuel, However, a few days after this
no ocne was willing to open the gate for them, It was obvious that the
door of the women's work in the palacé had been d eliberately shut to
missionaries, without any explanation.

We can, of course, surmise that with the Xing's personal uﬁﬁill‘
ingness to accept Christianity, he could hardly have been pleased when
his own wives were showing such deep interest. Furthermore, one mey
question whether it was right for the missionary ladies to neglect the
teaching snd commurication of English for which they were c¢called, in
fevor of using Slamese to present Christ. In any case, the damage was
done and the door was closed in November, 1854,

Significently in 1882 King Mongkut advertised in Singapore for
an English teacher for his palace. Widowed Mrs. A. H. Leonowens accepted

the contract as an English teacher for five years., S. Mattoon reported:
"She is restricted to teach English alone, and is forbidden to teach eny-
thing of the Christian religion.®™ She taught the children and some of
their mothers.®

The closing of the women's palace work was forced upon the mission=-
aries, but the closure of the Siamese work of the Baptists was a sad epi-

sode which lack of persomnel occasioned,

Closing the Baptist's Siamese Work - 1868

In 1860 the Baptists decided tc organize a separate church for the

9S. Mattoon letter, July 17, 1862, Microfilm of "Siam Letters,™
PCUSA.
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Siamese, This was accomplished in April, 1861, with fourteen cherter
members, 10 However, the difficult years which followed ended with
the closure of Siamese work in 1868, although the Siamese Church had
doubled to twenty-eight members in 1863,

Of a dozen new missionaries who arrived after 1850, only one,

L. A. Baton (1882-18S3), remained ten years, Of the rest, seven trans-
ferred to China by 1873, one, C. H. Chilcott, died the year after arriving,
two returned home within a few days, and another, Mrse. L. A. Eaton, died
in 1891 after several years service. Faithful Mrs. Marie Maine Dean also
died in 1881 after some twenty years of service.

J. H. Chandler, with his wife, served faithfully as the mission
printer (1843 ->1868). Then as Baptists gave up the Siamese work in

1868, Chandler became a "chief foreigner in the Royal Court.™1 g, F,
Smith writes that Mr. Chandler was "a man of great mechanicallgenius.“l2
He helped to carry out a number of govermment projected improvements,

Se J. Smith, born in Hindostan and brought to 3iam with Dr. Jones,
also formed the main stay of the Baptist forces between 1849 and 186€8. He
labored mostly among the Siamese, but results were meagre. TWithdrawing
from the Mission in 1868, he and his wife, formerly Mrs. Sarah Sleeper-

Jones, continued to loock after Baptist interests, although the Baptist

105 MeFarland, Hlstorwcal Sketch of Protestart Missions -n Siam 182Z6=
1928 (Bangkok: The Bangkok Times Press Ltd., 1028), De 32

1lwillianm F. Bainbridge, Along the Lines &t the Front (Philadel-
phie; Americen Baptist Publicetion Society, 1882),; DPe 140

125, 7, Smith, ™Mission in Siam™ in Missionary Sketches: 4 Con=~
cise History of the Work of the American Baptist Missionary Union (Boston:
1887). Reprinted as Appendix VII in McFarland, op. cit., p. 347.
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Siamese work formally closed in 1868, The Smiths supported themselves
with their printing establishment, carrying on from J. H. Chandler. Mrs.
Smith also taught a boarding school of forty-two pupils in 1857, at pri-
vate charges. The next year the pupils numbered fifty-six. The Bible
and religious books were the principal texts 13 Yot only was the Siam-
ese work closed, but the Chinese work was more or less orphaned a few

years later.

Neglecting the Chinese Church

In May, 1863, Robert Telford and family left Siam for China for
health reasons, "leaving the Chinese in Siam without a missionary,"14 1In
late 1864, after twenmty~-two years in China (1842 - 1864), William Dean
returned to Siam for another two decades of ministry +to Chinese before
retiring to the USA in 1884, Of his fifty years of missionary service,
twenty-seven of them were in Siam. In 1865 the Chinese Mission to Bang-
kok was re-opened.}® By 1869 Siamese work was given up, and work was
confined to the Chinese, though even that was threatened with closure, As
late as 1872 the executive committes of the Baptist Union suggested com=
plete withdrawal of the Mission to siem.1® 1Indeed for many years only

Dr. and Mrs, Deen remained as Baptist representatives in Siam,

131vid. p. 349.

147, Wilson letter, April 17, 1863, Microfilm of "Siam Letters,"
PCUSA.

154,B.M.U, 1865 Anmual Reporte

1GBa1nbr1dge, op. cit., pe 151; Herlan P, Beach, A Geography and
Atlas of Protestant Missions vol. I, (Few York: Student VolunTeer HMove-
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Chinese Church Growth {1850-1873)

Despite considerable neglect, the Chinese contimued to be the
strength of the Baptist Church in Siam, They grew from thirty-five
members in 1853, to seventy-eight in 1872,and tc 500 by 1883. liember-
ship fluctuated at times. In the decade ending 1863 the Chinese Church
had dropped to thirteen members. That year the departure of the Tel-
fords leff the Chinese orphaned for over a year. Meanwhile, the Siamese
Church, since their separate organization, had doubled in membership
(1861 =~ 1863).17 Nevertheless, the Chinese soon §utgraw the Siamese,
reaching fifty-three members by 1867,

In the thirty years since the first Chinese Church was organized
(1837), a total of fifty-one Chinese had been baptized in Siem.18 1n
1866 five mére had been baptized &n& in 1867 Dean baptized another fbrty
Chinese, Thus, in just over a year as many Chinese were baptized as
had joined the Church in the previous thirty vears.l9 iany of these new
converts were from the ocutstations., 1In 1868 two chapels were built and
dedicated, as well as two new churches organized at the outstations,20
The first pastor ordained in the Baptist work was appointed soon after,

Dr. Dean also began a revision of the Scriptures,.?2l

Two Sismese women, won through Mrs. Dean, were baptized in 1872,

17smith, op. cit., p. 349
181bid,., p. 350.

19Ibid., Pe 350; McFarland, op. cit., pe 32; N. A, McDonald letter,
Jan, 17, 1868, Microfilin: of ™3Siam Letters,"™ PCUSA. .

20smith, op. cit., p. 350,

2lycFarland, op. cit., p. 32.
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By then three Baptist churches had seventy-eight members, although
"the lamp burned somewhet dimly.® A new spark of life exploded the
following year when thirty were baptized. Three or four young men were
also under theological instruction as future preachers of the Gospel,22
Thus, the potential for a hopeful work in the coming decade seemed evi-
| dent. But this must wait for an#lysis in the next chapter.

The question at hand related to seeking the cause for this

sudden Chinese movement after 1867, To understand this more fully, a

recapitulation of the situation of the Chinese in Siam is necessary,

Reviewing Chinese Receptivity

In 1856 Harvey Newcomb wrote that of the three to five million
inhebitants in Siam, ™some hundred thousands are Chinese, and there are
many Peguans, Burmese, Shans....." Numerous Chineae from the island of
Hainan lived in Bangkok, with an estimated population of 300,000, and
kept up constant intercourse with their own country,.23

Chinese influence in Siam already had a long history. Waves of
immigration had occured for centuries. Their political and economic in=-
fluence grew, The famous General Phrya Taksin, who defeated the Burmese
and liberated Ayuthaya, was a Siamo-Chiness. Wealthy Chinese became
favorites of the rulers, received titles of nobility and gave their daugh-
ters to tﬁe Siamese rulsrs, Mrs. N. A, McDonald, who served in Siam

1860 - 1884, concludes: "Thus we find Chinese blood flowing in veins of

223mith, op. cit., p. 351.

, zzﬂlrvey Newcomb, é_Cyclopedia gg'Missiona (New York: Charles
Scribner, 1856), p. 670.
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the Royal Femily of Siam,"24

More closely allied to the period under consideration is the
Great Rebellion in Yunnan, China (1855-1874), which caused the death
of one million Chinese. The Muslims were wiped out.25 Many Chinese
refugees fled into Siam, Famine, poverty and poor economic conditions
also caused many in South Chine to emigrate to Siam. A. F. Groesback
aptly described this flow of Chinese. "In years past, Chinese who wers
able to bear no longer the straits and éufferings of the homeland found
an open road to ease and plenty across the seas in Singapore, Siam,
the Dutch Indies and the Islands of the Southern Pacific,?26

Immigrant Chinese men often left their Chinese wives on the main-
land. After a time in Siam, they usually took Thai wives. Thus, again
the Siemo-Chinese element among the ethnic Siamese grew, particularly
:in fhe population of the capital and its nearby environs,

The Chinese, even in their new land, remained clamnish., Netives of
each province tended to live and work together in the interest of their
own clans, Inter-clan squebbles were common. Riots and revolutions er-
rupted occasionally in Siam.27

However, these immigrations intc Siam caused consequent changes

among the Chinese, especially in the breeskdowns of Chinese "family life

24M&ry Backus (Ed.), Siam and Laos (Philadelphia: Presbyterian
Board of Publication, Westcot¥ & Thomson, 1884), p.l146.

251hid. pe 18=19,

26ARFMS Annual Report, 1935, pe 213.

2Tgackus, op. cit., p. 148-14S,
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and clan restraints?28 This provided an ingredient making for increased
receptivity of the Chinese to the Gospel., They were already open to
change, Hence, most of the early and many of the later converts were
Chinese, Few Siamese becamé genuine Christians,

Siamese officials also brought pressure to bear on the Chinese.
Jealousy over their advancement, concern for their control of Siem's
economy, and reaction to the obvious alien separateness of many Chinese
caused Sismese officials to impose restrictions of them,

Consequently, the Chinese sought every opportunity to get pro-
tection and relief, In 1887 the American Consul, Mr. Hood, on his own
authority, began issuing protection papers to those orientals who would
pay the "fee." The Chinese greatly desired such protection papers. "his
resulted in a period of Christian popularity" among them; many (incorrectly)
thought that being Christian would better facilitate their obtaining pro-
tection papers,and that the influence of the missionary would help, Neither,
in fact, hed any bearing on Consul Hood's project which, when eventually
disclosed, caused his speedy withdrawel from Siam,29

Thus, after 1866 a great number of Chinese in this Christien move-
ment in Siam had tainted motives in joining the Church. Nevertheless, de=-
spite this weakness, many Chinese came under Christian instruction, and
scme were truly won to the Lords Although Dr. Dean had been away from
Siesm for maﬁy years, he also had been dealing with Chinese astuteness and
subtle shrewdness for decades in China. But then even an expert could

be hoodwinked by desperate, scheming Chinese ex-patriots in Siam at that

time.

28ARFMS Annual Report, 1935, p. 213

29MbFarland, OP. cit,, p. 64,
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Before concluding this chapter on Baptist missions in Siem
(1851~1873), a brief flashback to review the situatiom in the American
homeland is appropriate.

For thirty years through the turmoil of the anti-mission Baptist
movement the General Missionary Convention of the Baptists for Forsign
Missions stood united., Then in 1845 the Southern Baptists withdrew
to form a society of their own, the Southern Conventicn. The Northern
Baptists regrouped adopting a new constitution as the American Baptist
Missionary Union.30

This division of the Baptists preceded, by a decade and a half,
the American Civil War (1861-1865), dﬁring which Dean returned to Siam,
This war caused much heartache among the missionary brethrem on the fields
of all denominations, Naturally it also affected the cause of missions
in many ways, diverting the energies and resources of American churches
+to their imﬁediate temporal conflicl away from the most pressing eternal

conflict in the spiritual realm, the salvation of the "heathen.™

%0pdward Judson, The Life of Adoniram Judson,(New York: Anson
D. F. RandOIPh & CO., 1883,, Pe 54.
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Chapter 5
BAPTIST PERSEVERANCE AND NEGLECT (1874-1850)

With the cessation of the Siamese work and the orphaning of the
Chinese Church, the Baptist churches in Siam embarked upon the rough seas
of virtually standing on their own. Great perseverance Qas shown. Dsspite
many weaknesses in the church, the faith had been planted deeply. In spite
of the lack of missionary reinforcements to enccurage them, the tiny Chi=-
nese Church refused to flounder. The light kept burning, though rather

dimly at times, during the next six decades.

Minimal Missionary Involvement

The Baptists had four means by which some contact with the church
in Siem was maintained in the decades that followed., TWith the exodus of
the Chinese missionaries to China by 1873, only Dean and his wife were left,
Alone he carried on till 1884, when his health also degenerated. Ir. L. A.
Eaton came to relisve in 1882 and stayed through 1893, His wife had died
in 1891, leaving him the sols survivor of the Baptist Missionm in Sianm,

But apart from the lonely sentinels the Baptist Missiom virtually
left the potential movement of the Chinese orphaned and sadly neglected,
Sad it was, because 2ll along until present times the Chinese in Siam
have been one of the most receptive populatioms for church growth. But
1ittle concerted effort has been given to them. Uany leading church men
in the Thai church today are of Chinese, not Siamese, extraction. This is

most significant.
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In 1893 Eaton wes acting U,S.Conmsul. The end of Baptist work again
loomed on the horizon. The Baptist compound was sold, as well as the old
burial grounds of the missions which was near the Portuguese Consulate.

The remains of those buried were transfered to the Protestant Cemetery
given by King Mongkut to the foreign Protestant community in 1853, ihen
Taton left in 1893 he placed the Baptist work in the care of Dr. H. Adamsen,
who was born in Siam. S, J. Smith had sent him to the U.S.A. where he
studied medicine, He returned to Bangkok where he established a success=
ful medical practice.1

When the Baptists closed their Siamese work in 1888, S, J. Smith
and his wife, the former Nrs., Sarah Jones, resignsd from the mission, bub
remeined in Siam supperting themselves by printing and boarding schocolse
In this way the Baptist Mission had some uwnofficial help as a second means
of contact during this neglected pericd. 1irs. Sarsh Smith disd in 1839
end Samuel Smith in 1909° Mrs, Deax also spoke some Siamsse and thus was
able to help & little, but failing health forced her to retwurn to the
U.3.A. in 1881 where she died Jan. 16, 1883.

4 third way of Baptist strategy during this period was irput by re=
mote control from China., After a few years Dr. Adamsen was sc absorbed in
his own work that he arranged for the South China Baptist Mission %o take
charge, hopefully sending a representative for anmnual visits.® In 1509-1910
Dr, John M. Foster spent about six months in Bangkok helping and comsulting
with the Chiness brethren, Part of this was due to the concern for Chinsse

Christians who had moved down from China to Bangkck, rather then purely for

169 B. McParland, Historiecal Sketch of Protestant Missicns in Siam
1828-1928 (Bangkok: Bangkok Times Press, 1948), DPs Goe

2Ibids, De34.
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the local Christians there,® The ideal short anmual visits did nct always
materialize and the 1909-1910 prolonged visit was unusual,
Fourthly, there were the cccasional missionary trips Sfrom Burma

to the Karsn or Mon, tut these did rot relate to formal missions in Sian.

]

r

rvolvement was indeed dismal.

[N

The overall picture cof Baptist missionar

<

o

The remainder of the Baptist missicr property, sxcept the small pisce of
land on which the Chinese Church chapel stcod, was sold in 1527, The Bap=-
tists mission work was finally given up completely.4 But God kept His
Church alive,

In 1529 the Swatcw National Church in South China, the Ling Teng

Baptist Convention, tock over responsibility for the Bangkck work. They
3,

sent Rev. Kiok Meng to be pastor at the Meitrichit Baptist Church, which

moved to its new location in 1835.°

Chinese Movement and Declire (1874~181C)

The wave c¢f Chinese migration from the mainland continued. Amongst
these psople was a potential for ingathering, but Dsan, alone and aging was
not able to cope with the evangelizatiorn and instruction required in this,

In 1874 the year after all transfers to Chira were made, and Dean was
alone, large additions wers gaizned in Bangkok and the cut stations: 11 bap-
tisms in one, 17 in ancther, 25 ir a third, 2nd 84 in a fourth, The follow-

ing year, 1875, another S0 were baptized, making the whole number 317 mem=-

SABMU 96th Ammual Report, 15910, p, 101.

4McFarland, 0Pe Cit., P» 34,

(9]

Russell E. Brown, Doing the Gospel in Southeast Asia (Valley
Forge: The Judson Press, 1%68), ps 500
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the Béptist‘s work languished through lack of personnel and vision.

Bainbridge's insight and subtle challenge to the Baptists-was on
target, but it did not, however, receive any response, Today as then are
voices in the wilderness calling and pointing the way to mission., uany men
 of Hacedonia are cerying out for help. The Church at large is slumbering
in self satisfaction, or pre-occupied with material pursuits, Shé still
fails in large measurs to rise, go and proclaim the saving Gospel of Christ
to the unreached multitudes, many of whom sre potentially receptive,

A more detailed look at this Chinese situation and their receptivity
is ecrucial., TFollowing his visit in 1882, W.M.Bainbridge wrocte, "Chinese
are rapidly overtaking the Siamese in population, numbering already in the
capital two=-thirds of the half million, and throughout *he country almost
half of the total eight nillion.™C 7mile this may be somewhat overstated
statistically, the impact of the masses of Chinese entering Siam was obvious,
Accurate population statistics were difficult to obtain, “owing to the native
custom of numbering only the males.™1 Nevertheless, as Strong affirms, a
large proportion of Bangkok's population was Chinessg,12

Bainbridge reflected as he observed the streets of Bangkok: "It
seemed as if I was in a real Chinese city -~ the orowded Chinese cemeteries
ir Siam, the frequent inter-marriage, and the Immense accumulation of real
estate ard permanent business interest, proved unquestionabdbly that the Chi-

nese have come to Siam to stay., The vast majority are bonafide immigrants...

101vid., p. 147,

lIArthur T, Pierson, The Hiracles of Missicn (New York: Funk &

Wagnalls Co., 1891), p. 62

12x311iam E. Strong, The Story 2£ the American Beard (Bostcn: The
Pilgrim Press, 1910), p. 115,
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The First Xing has now a Chinese woman as one of his wives, and her lately
deceased son wes the legal heir."13

Go Winfred Hervey also provided valusble data on the Chinese s tu-
ation and Church et this time. Between 1882 and 1884 the fobbing and riot=
ing of a secret organization among Chinese labourers called theuRed?Letter
Society,™ greatly hindered mission work in Baﬁgkok. The Roman Catholics
took advantage of this to persecute and oppress the Protestants. The effects
of this two-pronged barrage along with other causes, resulted in a revised
assessment of the Chinsse Church membership. The 1884 statistics show only
100 members, which Hervey claims was based on a revision and correction of
the church records. This "decline in numbers may be partly owing to the
power of the mobocracy in Bangkck.“14

The uncertain ™maybe"™ indicates that other factors such as clearing
the debris from padded church rolls also resulted in a more accurete picture,
Another factor was ™the floating character of the Chinese.®™5 Then Chinese
mobility back and forth batween Siam and China also included Christians end
affected the Church. thermore, Bainbridge warns that under govermmental
favour greater cauticn nseded to be taken, so that conversions be genuine
especially as kings and officials turned from persecuting to vatronizing and
tolerating, :Therefore, he writes, "It is quite possible that some of these
shrewd Chinese have slipped into our churches, because it wes sc evident

that Dr, Dean was in high favour at court, and that Mr. Chandler could get

138ainbridge, op. cit., pp. 147-148,

14“G. Winifred Hervey, The Story of Baptist Missions in Foreign Lands
(St. Louis: C.R.Barns Publishing Co., 1892), DDP. SRo=0Z4.

15gdmund . Merriam, A Histery of American Baphtist Uissions {Fhila=~
A

delphia; American Baptist Publications Society, 1915, D» 125.
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whatever he asxed from the kings, and that lUr. Smith did the govermment
printing, ™16

Bainbridge added that thié also occurs in Amerilcan churches, Incdeed

S

pte

it is a common problem to churches everywhere, Discerzning ‘true motives
always difficult, Nevertheless, his careful examination in Siam convinced
him that such caution had been taken in "the few past years of large in-
gathering,“ as far as one aged missionary could handle, He was "more
favourably impressed" with the Chinese Christians of Bangkok than those of
elsewhere, Some Chinese Christians exhibited vibrant living faith., The
Christians had ai so built an old men's home with their own money, to shslter
their aged poor.17 It was evident, however, that many entered the church
with inadequate motives., After 1884 the Chinese Church declinsd rapidly
until only thirteen members were lef% in 1889,

A. J. Brown reported that two Chinese Churches remained in ZSiam b 1807,
The church at Watkok had seventy members and was strategically located in
the midst of an area of Bangkok which was heavily populated with immigrants
from Swatow, 18 That year fires destroyed everything in the Watkok ares,

In 150S Dr. John Y. Foster spent six months in Bangkok meeting

and counselling the Christians and evengelizing the Chinese
encouraged them in rebuilding the chapel destroyed iz the disastrous fire
of 1807. The Chinese that year had given subscriptions towards it, Four had
1Y, L

baen baptized. By then ar increasing number of Chinese women came with their

husbands from China and had begur to atiend services. The new chapel was

13Zwemer, Samuel M, and Arthur Judson Brown, The Hearer and Farthe
Bast (New York: The Maciillan Compeny, 1908), p. 185,




opened Cectover 31, 180¢.19

In 1512 the Chins 3Japtist Publication 3ociety at Canton gave ten dol-
lers Mexican monthly towards the support of a Bible colporteur in Bangkok.20
This was timely as revolutionary propagands and the spreéd of popular
Buxley-Spencer-Darwin eatheistic svolubion was alrsady praminent among Chi-
nese, This had infiltrafed much Chinese thought and teaching, and was in=-
fecting the younger members of the Church,2l

The group at Watkok and the brethren at Petrui, which had been
developed earlier, were bscoming more orgenized., The Chinese pastor visited
Petrui regularly esach menth, It was hoped a well trained Chinese pastor
would come from Chira that coming year.

The Chinese mobility continued. "So many of the South China Baptist
members were coming and going that the need to minister to them in Bangkok
was & grbwing concern, 22 .By 1915 a marked increase of Chinese women coming
to Siam from China was noted,2d

During the beginning of the 1910 decade much Chinese revolutionary
agitation, especially in Bangkok, had caused considersble friction with
the Thai rulers and officials. But by 1913 the Chinese cliqus that had

stirred up much of this trouble had besen broken up.

19484V 93rd Anmial Report, 1907, p. 131.
ABMU 96%h Annual Reporit, 1910, p. 10l.

20ABMU 98th Amual Report, 1912, p. 98.

2lmpig,, p. 102, 221vig.

233BMU 101st Anrual Report, 1915,
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Unfortunately this trouble had affectsd the open evangslization
of the Chinese. For the previous three years all public propagation in-
cluding Christian street preaching had been forbidden. Government officials
feared that allowing open public speeking on thoroughfares and public
squares would open wide the door to agitators' promulgating revolutionary
doctrines,24

After about 1914 a stronger emphasis in the Chinese work was
apparent. Schools and educatiom became more prominent. In 1914 the Chi=~
nese pastor's wife opened a primary school for girls. This was aimed
to meet the growing need of daughters of the increased influx of Chinese
wives.?® Schools for Chiness boys also flourished.

In 1934 Urs, Groesbeck, wife of the missionary pastor who was
there at least from 1832 to 1935, was teaching in the Chinese school., During
this year three of the Chaoyang boys opened a school in Swatow when ™200
pupils in a body returned to their homeland from Bangkok."25 Such mobility
was not conducive to strong growth.

A young peoples sociesty had been organized in 1932, but did not
function well until the following yeer., A good number of the members were
teachers who desired to start some education work.27 The emphasis on adu-
cation and paid employment for Christian teachers in these schools began
to mushroaom.

During A. F. Groesbeck's time in Bangkok a fairly good number of

baptisms tock place. Among them was a fair propertion of teachers end

24)BMU S9th Annual Report, 1913, p. 96.
25,pMU 101st Annual Report, 1915, p. 101,
284BMU 120 Annual Report, 1934,

27 Tbida
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pupils from the schools, In 1832 four of the men baptized were teachers.
Another teacher and his wife were socn to be baptized at the upcoming
communion service.28 In 1933 six of the sixteen baptized at the Céntral
Church were young men of high school grades,?9

Groesbeck also dedicated twenty-four babies at Christmas, 1232,
This mey have been the first dedication service, but certainly it showed
the inersase of Chinese families coming into Siam, Groesbeck comments,
"In a iand where children are loved and wanted, our fallure in the past
to make any recognition of this fact certainly left much to be desiredi®sd

In 1931 the Hue Xun Chao Church had been orgenized in Chenburi.

This was an encouraging extension in the midst of 1little aggressive

evangelization of the vast unchurched Chinese in Siam. That students and
teachers under Christian employment at the schools joined the church is
cause for rejoicirg. But inadequate outreach to the receptive Chirese popu~

lation at large was shameful.

Baptist Karen Work

1

Ko Tha Byu was the first Karen convert in Burma. He had been a

murderer and robber with en uncontrolabls tesmper when Judson rescusd him

Y

from slavery. Judson paid his smell debt to Shway-bay, a Burmese Christisn

4

who had earlier redeemed Ko Tha Byu from the slave market ard taken him on

as his servart. Slowly Adoniram Judson made an impression on Yo Tha Byu.

Viorking for Judson, he learned to read the Burmese New Testament. Soon his

whole personality was transformed. He became a Christian within a year

28ABU 119th Annual Report, 1933, pe 98.
295BMU 120th Anpual Report, 1934.

SOABMU 119th Annual Report, 1933, p, 98.
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and was baptized in 1825 by Boardman.®l He had moved with the Boardmans
from Moulmein to Tavoy that year.

Ko Tha Byu became the Karen Apostle traveling far and wide preach-
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Befores April, 1830, he attempted a +trip
into Central Thailand, but was not permitted to enter. Eis companion, Laung
Sekkee entered succesafully "preached and fcund some that listened,®3%

According to Ven Berschoten Rev. Carpenter's book "Self Suppert™ in
Bassein declares a mission to the Karens of Zimmay (Chiangmai) in Northern
Siam was in progress in 1863, "Sahdone and three companions, all recent pupils
of Dr. Binﬁey, left Bassein for that distant region, after apprepriats fere-
well services in the school chapel cn the 30th of January, They went via
Meulmain, with a company of traders, but found the difficulties and dangers
of the way so great that they stopped short of their destination and re-
t{xrnedg“35 This spirit of cutreach was remarkable as the active mission
work centered in Bassein was only ten years old. Begineing with this attenpt
the Xaren Mission ‘turned toﬁards North Thaiiand and Xaren church planting,

Naturally the Baptists were concerned with Xeren people. As early
as 1850 D. L. Brayton and Norman Harris crossed the border from Burma, trying
to reach the Siamese Karen., In 1872 C. H. Carpenter with his wife journeyed
overland from Bessein through oulmein to Bangkok, visiting Karen in Central

Siam on the way., He found both Pwo and Sgaw XKaren. Carpenter writes, "Sincs

31Courtney Anderson, To the Golden Shore: The Life of Adonirsm
Judson (Boston: Little Brown & Company, 1956), Pe 386

AN

32y, Q. Van Benschoten, Jr., "A Thailand ¥issicnary," printed
letter, Chiengmai, January, 1954, p.ls

33bid. (quotes Carpenter pp. 308-308).
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the days of Boardman, the locale, numbers, and disposition of the Earens
in Siam towsrd the Gospel‘have been subjects of frequent and deep interest
to the Christien Xarens and their missionaries in Burma." Carpenter offered
‘himself for a work in Siam in 1866, The Executive Committee of the Burma
Mission “favored the plan, but did not deem it praéticable at that time,"
Prior to 1873 "the elder Vinton went on two trips toward Reheng and Zimmay,
north of Siam proper.® The Vintons were missionaries in Moulmein,94

The Burma Beptist Convention meeting in December 1380 decided %o
send three evangelists to the Karens in Thailand, These were Maw Xlo, Shwe
Mya, and Saw Xay, all from Bassein., A consecration service was held on
the Sunday following the convéntion meeting, These workers returmed %o
Burma in late 1881,

Karen Christians who were teak lumber dealers visited Lakon (or
Lampang)  in North Thailand. = They won ™he first considerable number
of converts among the Xaren in Siam." Returning home they inspired the
Burme Baptist Missionary Convention to reach the Karem there. In 1881 the
Xaren Mission to Siam was revived, Four native Xaren preachers were sent,
They were "picked tried men in their own work befcre being entrusted with
the work of & foreign missionary."$% McGilvary himself had ™ried to gein a
footing amongz the ZXarens™ but using Siamese and Lao language he had "little
success, "6

In 1881, at the request of the Burma Baptist Convention, Rev. Wetster

went and surveyed the work in North Theiland, (n that trip he baptized

54Ibid,, quoting Baptist Missionary Magezine, Jan.,, 1873,

35D, McGilvary Letter, Feb, 11, 1881, Microfilm of"Sism Letters," PCUSA.

361pbid.,
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seventy persons and organized three churches, TWriting from Thailand
he said, "The people here live about five days journey frém town and they
have carried on their own work for about three years, with a total church
membership of about 160. There are two churches and two schools,and'those
with some education are traveling and preaching.™37

In 1882 Rev. Bushell and Rev, Webster of the Burma Baptist Mission
visited with some Keren pastors, but no one stayed to work. Then about 1884
Rev, Webster and his wife made a trip to North Thailand. Part of the two
years they spent in Thailand they lived in Chiengmai.S8

In 1882 Webster ard Bushell visited the Karen work in Lakon (Lampang)
where "some fifty Karen were reported as wanting to receive baptism. They
expected to station six or seven Karen preachers among Lakaun Xaren,"S9

In March 1884 Mr, and Mrs. Vebster came to Chiangmai to go to ths
Karen in Lekaun, The Canadian Baptists later selected the ZXaren iﬁ Siem
es their first field. Mr. Churchill and his wife spent a year in Bangkok
in effort to reach the Xaren, N, F. Armstrong, Mr. Sanfort, Miss Nevius,
end Miss Armstrong all attempted to reach them from Moulmein and Tavoy. How-
ever, ™he number that they were able to find did not encourage them in their
efforts to teach these people." The Canadien MYissicn wes withdrawn.40

David Webster resided in Chiangmai for over a year, C(n three subse=-
quent cccasions, two male foreign missionaries visited these Xaren. Thrse

Baptist churches were founded in Lakon (Lampang). They remained under the

3TVen Benschoten, op cit., Pe 2
381pid.
39 etter Jamiary 10, 1882, Microfilm of "Siam Letters," PCUSA.

40yerriam, op. cit., pp. 155-156.



care of the Burma Baptist Missionary Convention.4l By 1885 threse Xaren

churches in North 3iem had 151 Xaren members.2Z o updeted Sismese Zaren

statistics were reported in the ABMU annual reports until 1954, By then

there were twenty churches with eight hundred members, mostly among the Sgaw

Xaren, though "some few were Pwo Karen,"43

In 1884 a Xaren pastor returnirg to Burma tcok back with him some

cf the Thailand Harems to go to school, (ne of these, IThra yal Gaw, gradu-

ated from the Karen Seminary in 1€88 and returned to be pastcr &t thse Banawk

Church., Thra Mya San from the Bassein Pwo Xaren Mission went over with Thra

Myai Gaw and worked until 1890 when he returned to Burma te get his wife.

Ee and his wifs and three Chiengmai Christlans were killed by robbers es

they returned to Chiangmei.44 This wes a great loss to Xaren work in Siam,
By 1900 most of the Burme Xaren workers had returned 4o Burnme. In

1207 the Thailand Xarens met in conference at liekwa ard sent an appeal to

the Burma Baptist Christians in Thailand., In 1809 the Convention sent Threa

‘Eh liay Dee Weah to take charge of the work in the Chiangmai area. Ee served

as pastor and school teacher at lMekwa for two years, Then he moved to Chiang-~

mai and opened a school which he served for twenty-three years., Twc new

churches were orgenizsd during this period. The Karen Baptist Ccenventicn

o

sent a group of pastors to survey the Thailend work in 1914 and zgain in 1€20,
Another group came in 1932 to help celebrate the Jubilee at Chiangmai, In
April, 1932, Thra Th May returned to Burme. Shortly afterward the work af

Chiangmai (city) went to pieces.49

4l1pig, 42ARMU Annual Report, 1885,

4343MU Annual Report, 1954, p. 8.

44van Benschoten, op. cit., P. 2. 451bid.
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At the Convention held in Hénzada, Burma, in 1532, the Faren
Baptist Convention decided to send a preacher to Thailand, They appoirted
Thra Po Tun who arrived at Chiangmei in January, 1533. He roturmed to
Burme after two years, During his time thres churches wers organized.
Cne of these in 1854 was a church of 123 membefé. It is the Musikee
Church, Near it 1s amother church of like size, This is west of Chieng-
mal three days of fast walking. In 1533 the Bassein Karen VWomen's Society
sent Thra Po Shite to North Thailend. He laboured on until his death at
Chiengrai in August, 1951. The Repression, & rebellion in Burma, and po-
liticel changes in Thailand slowed up the Karen mission work in Thailand

until World Wer II abruptly arrested it,4€ In 1942 there were 575 members.

Mon and Shan Bapbist Work

In 1870 Dr. Cushing of the Baptist Mission to Burma visited the
Shen in Northern Siam.47 However, there seemed to be little follow=-up
contact with the Shan work there,

With the Mon it was slightly more encouraging. Robbers capbured
& Talaing (or Mon) girl, and carried her to Siam. She later escaped. and
returned to Burma., In 1896 this woman 2nd her husband came as missionaries
to the Mons in Siam. Edward O. Stevens had sent them. In 1887 Stevens
visited Bangkok and baptized five Mons. A church of twenty-five or thirty
ions was organized at Ta Pow Lom (or Sampowlerm in Ayuthaya district).48
The lMon work seemed most promising, but apparently the Baptists never ex-

panded it. I know today of one young keen church leader less than an hour

48 1piq.

47Dr. D. MeGilvery letter, March 10, 1870, Microfilm of "Siam
Letters,™ PCUSA.

4BMerriam, ope. Ccit., pe 157,
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away from Ayuthays, named Boonma, His mother was Yon, but not Christian,
He became & Christian through leprosy wcrk.

Dr. Adamsen at first carried on a vigerous evangelistic program
for the lons, (n 1896 twenty-four of the seventy persons bavtized were
Mon, Of the balance forty-three were Chinese and three were Sismese. In
1397 two new chepels were completed.4S

The vacillating attempts of the Baptists to establish missions
emong the Siamese, Xaren, Mon and even Chinese, point to Siam as the orghan
mission of the Baptists. While retaining for decades a valuable property
in Bangkok, no strong fcocrce with a serious consolidated effort was established
in any of these missions., As late as 1909 the local property and interest
of the Beptist work was left under the private control of S. J. Smith. Bap-
tist churches, especially outside of Rangkok, were sa&ly neglected, The

out stations had to fend for themselves,

Political Pressures

In 1886 the fall of the Burmese Kingdom brought her annexation
tc Britain, During the 1880's the Shan in Burma, Southern China and Horth
Thailand were discontented and turbulent., Local wars erupted and raids on
several large Lao villages were made taking off Lao hostages in the Yorth.<0
While the British encroached cn some territory from the west, ths
French made major inroads into Thai territory from the east. In 1884-1885
Frence occupied the Siamese land east of the llekong River, This divided

the Laos into two states, one in Siam end the other in modern day Laod.

4%crarland, op. cit., pp. 33,34; Zwemer, op. cit., Do 183,

5OIrwin, Wissionary Review of the World, 1897, p. 331,
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Further aggravation came between 1893 and 1896 when the French seiged
more Siamese territory west of the Mekong. 3iam's territory was reduced
from 500,000 to 300,000 squere miles.Sl French war ships even threatened
boycott and attack on Bangkok, but this Prench expansionism was arrested
in 1886 when France and Britain signed a treaty guaranteeirg the independencs
of the remaining Siamese territorﬁ. This made Siam a bulfer state, 2 scrt
of demilitarized zone between these two European nations,

Ironically this French “enslavement™" of Siamese territory folleowed
shortly aftaf King Chulalongkorn's Bdict of Toleration in 1878 which legally
granted religious freedom in Siam. It should be noted that the French did
not allcw such freedom for Protestant propagation, as LcGilvary and cthers

soon found out.

Ecumenical Factors

After the coup d'etat of June 1532 overthrew Siam’s absolute mon-
archy, there was a growing desire,tespecially among the American Presbyter-
ians, to establish a national church. In April, 1634, the Cﬁurch of Christ
in Siam held its first general assembly.9¢ iost of the Christiasns in Siam
were represented in this merger of Presbyterians, British Churches of Christ,
and the small Chinese Bantist churches, About 560 Karen Baptists in the
¥orth remained separats, thsir attachment being more to the Burmese Haren
Convention with whom fhey had held close association over The previous five
decades., Also remaining independent of this largely Presbyterian Church
were the Christian Brethren, the Christian and Missicnary Alliance, tThe

English Anglican "Christ Church" and the Seventh Day Adventists, The CUA

51Missionary Review of the World, 1896, p. 387,

52 International Review of Missions (Geneva, W.C.Cu, 1935), Dpp. 28,20.
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had only seventy-five Christiens by 1941. The SDA's had 153 in 1836,
Since the American Baptist Mission had long since left Siam they were not
represented, though Mr. and Mrs, Groesbeck from the China Mission were in
Bangkck around that time.

The Chinese Baptist churches were, however, included., Initially
they Jjoined other Chinese in forming the seventh district of the Church
of Christ in Thailand, which was ethnically oriented to Chinese rather
than geographically related as the other districts were, The main Baptist
church was the Teochiu (Swatow) speaking Maitrichit Church., This was the
church first fcounded by William Dean in 1837, 1In 1210 it hed eighfy-eight
members, and during 1932-1833 about twenty had been added by baptism. Thers

were also some small extension groups of this central church.

John Sung'!s Revival and Baptist Churches (1838-1939)

Noted Chinese evangelist, John Sung, visited Thailand in 1938
snd agein in 1939, He came not by C.C.T. cfficial spoensorship, but by
privete initiation from a leading Thai pastor in the C.C.T., Some missionaries
in Bangkok strongly copposed his coming. But without question Sung's
coming was providential and strategic, though few realized it until the
Second World War swept through Asie,

The Chinece Christians received the most blessing, though scme Thai
churches were also stirred. The Spirit of God moved through John Sung's
powerful though unorthodox ministry. Entire congrégations were effectsad,
Sins were confessed. Christians wept in repentance., Nocminal members were
converted. A quickening of basic spiritual activities of prayer, Bible

. N ” . . 5
study and witness swept across the Church.93 The Chinese Baptist churches

53Mission&ry Review of the World, 1939, pp. 341,342,
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were revived and Chinese pastors and elders in Siamese churches quickened,

This revival was timely. The conversion of leaders and laymen
from their nﬁminality wes welcome. The spiritual quickening of Christians
with status quo ease renewed the bulwarks of faith to face the coming trial
of the nationalistic Bﬁddhis% movement (1940-1841) arnd the Japanese War (1842-
1945), During the war the churches were scattered. Scme Chinese pastors
were persecuted and arrested, Many Chinese returmed %to their homeland. But
unquestionably the revival under John Surg helped many Chinese Christians
to stand through the Japanese domination,54

During the war years a great drop in the Thai church membership
occurred. John L. Eakin's evaluation suggested the Siamese Church re=-
gressed, but that the Chinese churches, especially in Bangkok, moved for-
ward., 59 This included both Baptist and Presbyterian Chinese churches, Sev-
eral reasons for this Chinese stability can be suggested. First was the
spiritual force of Joan Sung's revival. Then the earnestness of the Chirese
leadership contributed to equilibrium. Furthermore, the ability of the
Chinese to make more money during the war helped support their church
leadership. Chinese congregations outside the capital did not fare so well,

As the darkmess is blackest before the dawn, so the period of Baptist
perseverance and neglect closed somewhat dismally, but encouragement in the

post war years was just around the corner of time.

54carl E. Blanford, Chinese Churches in Thailand (Bangkok: Suriyaben
Publishers, 1975), p. 34.

5 mternational Review of Missions, 1948; Te 750
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(1549 - 1980)

The post war era saw a marked increase in missicns to Thailard,
This formed a two-pronged advance in beth the ecumenical association

with the C.C.T. (Church of Christ in Thailand) and in the independent

23
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evangelical missionary societie Cne of ths X%
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ment was the closing of the door to China sround 195C, and the post wer
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missionary interest which stirred in the Viest after the holocost of horridble

ge of the second World War,

American Baptist Re-Entry

it

Though the Baptists were one of the first picnesr missions to
Siem, decadss of neglsct preceded their re-~enbry in 1852, As a separate
mission to Slam the American Baptist Mission ceased to function by 1883.

The 3iamese Mission had Teen closed in 188¢, and only Dean remained o hold

ed on
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togethere. When he left in 1884 L. A, Eaton carr
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the Chiness
until 1893,

In 1950 H. Q. Van Bemschoten Jr., and his wife came To Thailand,

because they could not enter Burma to do Harem work at thaot time. The

[}

Karen +nere were also unable to send worker
schotens came in comnschbicon with the American 3aptist Burma
lation to the Karen Convention in Furma. They worked among the Farsn in

North Thailand,

It was not until the Fall of 1851 thet the aAmericen Baptist roreign
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.

Mission Soclety considered re-entering Thailand and reconstituting a Thai-

e

land Lission separate frem its Burma Hission,

Afver the final decision to go ahsad in 1952, the Carl Capen family
came to Beangkok in Cctober 1952 to head up the mission and to work witl
the Chinese., They had been in Swatow already, and so the linguistic transi=~
tion was easgy. In Febuary 1853 a survey team of the Board visited Thailand,
In September 1253 the American Baptist Foreigh Yission Society adopted =
program for both Karen and Chinese ministries in Thailand.l

In 1953 Carl Capen joined the C.C.T. joint adviscry council, bring-
ing the American Baptists missionaries into association with the C.C.T.

This was wholly true of the Chinese werk. But the Xaren Raptist ministries
remained independent of C.C.T. a5 the Xaren's ties were strongly related
to and influenced by the Burmese Iaren leadership.

Two decades later the Australian Raptist Missionary 3ociety de-
cided to send missicraries to Thailand. When they entered in 18785 they
teamed up with the American Baptists, So did the Swedish Baptists, who came
the following year., Both worked with tribal peoples. With this new inter-
national flavor the name of the Thailand Baptist lission was changed ©
Theiland Baptist Missionary Fellowship (TBLF).

In 1979 the agencies of Baptist workers sassociated with the THIF
yrere as follows: (1) American Raptist Foreign Uission Scciety, (2) iustra-
lian Baptists Missionary Society, (3) Baptist Union of Sweden, and (4)
German Baptist Uission (DIG).

The growth of the TBYF work will be ocutlined later. With the in~

L]

crease of Baptist activity in post war years, it is not feasible to g

1A, Q. Ven Benschoten, Jr., "A Thailand Missiomary," printed
letter, Chiengmai, January, 1954, p. 3.
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a detailed account of 2ll developments. Therefore, summaries of the
mein emphases will have to suffice, Before the American Baptiss re-

turned, another Baptist lMission entered Thailand.

-

Southern Baptist Mission

The first Baptist mission to enter Thailand following World War II
was the Socuthern Baptists from the USA., Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Galloway
came in 1949. They were warmly welcomed and assisted by members of laitri-
Chit Chinese Baptist Church.

The first thirteen Southern Baptists to Siam ceme as displaced

ct

missionaries from China (1945-1952). They were therefcre able to star
work immediately among Chinese in Bangkok using Chinese dialects they
already knew. They also studied Thai in order to reach the Thai, Kew
missionaries were specifically assigned to Thailarnd first in 1952, There-
after regular additions were made.

from the start the Southern Baptists were committed to the goal
of planting churches., Evangelistic work began in Bean Curd Alley off Wild
Tiger Street in the Chinese section of BRangkok. This eventually develored
into the Antioch Church, established in the 1960's,

By September 1951 the first church, called Rangkcok Baptist Church,
was organized among Chinese and Indie Baptists along with American mission-
aries, This church initially met along Dinso Road where the Thailand Bap-
tist Seminary was started in QOctober 1952. Later this church changed its
name to Grace Baptist Church and moved to a new location on Sukhumvit Soi 18,

In 1933 the Thai-English department of this church moved from Dimso

Road and was organized as Immanuel Baptist Church, near the ¥ational 3tadium

on Rama I Road. A student center was started the same year nsarbye
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Continuing the pattern or strategy of dividing the church along
language lines, the BEnglish speaking members moved ocut of Immemuel and in
time established Calvary Baptist Church in 1858,

In the meantime in 1853, a literature production depariment was
organized and a Baptist book store opened. Thus Christian Sducation also
became an early concern of the Southern Baptists.

A new chapel was established in 1854 at Song Wad Road, and the
New Eope Baptist Church was quickly organized there among Chinese believers.
Later this church was moved close to Suriwongse Road,

The Southern Baptists had a vision to reach out beyond the capital,
Provinces close by were also occupied., The first was Ayuthaya in 1952,
Fifteen years passed before the Church was organized there. Chenburi was
opened in 1954 and a church established there in 1259,

In 1956 Psknem was entered. Further expansion in 1959 opened up
Prachinburi, Nakorn Nayok and Scngkhla. Haedyai and Chachoengsao followed
in 1860. In this last place 2n independent church established in 1330
end formerly associated with the C.C.T. Jjoined the Baptists,

After & cdecade of speedy expension (1949-1959) a decade of consoli-
dation ensued., Sriracha was opened in 1981, but later the work was closed.
Cther stations expanded to Bangkhla (1963), Reyong (1568) and Pattalung (1263),

Farlier in Cctober 1959 the Southern Baptists took over a leprosy
c¢liric in Chonburi, which had been started 5y Robert Wulfgz Boon Xhrong
Pitakanon, and Mo Sin, a local doctor. A hospital in Rangkhla was also opened
in March 1964.

Seeing the need for intensive Christian training and spiritual re-

newal, the Southern Baptists purchased an encampment site in 1858 beyond

ZRobert . Wulff, Village of the Cutcasts (Garden City, Hew York:
Doubleday, 1967.
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Pattaya in Chomburi. This has become a significant contribution to
campé and seminars, as well as workshops for all Christian groups in

Thailand.

During this decade of the sixties seven more churches were organ-
ized: Antioch, Bangkhla, Bang Pee Noi, Paknam, Prakhanong, Peace and Song-
’khla. Chapels were also built at Bangna, Bangsue, Sampong and Saphansam,

The Southern Baptists also forged shead in Christian mess media,
Bible films were dubbed with Thai sound tracks as early as October 1935,
The film library grew and became & significant contribution for the churches
of 2ll dencminaticns to use in evangelism and nurture. Radioc work commenced
in April 1961 and the first television attempts in December 1961, using two
of the films. Complaints ceused the programs to be suspendsd for some
months. In March 1962 the television programs wers resumed and have been
regular ever since, An excellent series of Thal radio drama was also pro-
duced and aired. These started at Creaticn and follewed the Biblical
record, In 1965 2ll media departmenismerged under the Baptist lass Communi-
cations., In the 13970's three Thal evangelistic films were produced based
on three parables of Jesus, They have been used widely and effectively,
especially in rural evangelism,

According to Dr. Ronald Eill, the chairman of the Southern Raptists

(9]

in Thailand, the decade-of the seventies became a "time of transition."
The turning point pivoted around the First Thailand Congress on Evangelism
held in January 1970, During this congress a new evangelistic vision wes
spawned, and a weekly prayer meeting was begun. Eoon this enthusiasm

‘spread from church to church. Cne result was the funding of the first

8Roneld Hill, typed report "Thailand Baptist Work Related %o
Southern Baptists," Bangkok, August, 1878, p. 5.
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home missionary outreach initiated in Xanchanaburi Province, noted for
the Japanese atrocities in building the infamous Burma rasilrozad over the
Kwai River in World War II.

During these years rzalization grew that a change must be effected
moving from mission domination to cooperative relationship with nations
leadership.4 In 1571 the missicn declaréd this decade as a transitional
period. Joint plarning and joint efforts with nationals in planning the
work was needed.

In 1871, therefore, the Thai Baptist Church Associaticn was formed.
A co-ordinating Committee comprised of +the executive commitiees of the
Association and of the ¥ission faciliteted co-operation. Thai leadership
increasingly emerged in the imstitutions also.

In the meantime an Asian Baptist Uission also entered Thailand for

Philippine Baptistsd

.

In 19684 the Philippine Association of Raptists for Jorld Bvangelis
Iy <

Inc. sent Rev, Roberto Gequillana to Bangkok to cpen missionary sndeavour
there., A small group began meeting ir Roberto'’s home, By 1868 the

group moved and orgenized the Grace Baptist Church meeting on Silem Road
in Prasert Christian Bookstore, Later this church moved to St, Leuis Lane,
In the nine years that followed, one hundred were baptized, but many of the:se
young people left, some tecause they married Buddhists. In 1679 this church
had thirty-five members, almost all of whom were Chinese,.

Chinese here means Thai born, Thai speaking Chinese, who may cr

41bid.

SThe following data came from a personal interview with Pastor Hia=
tisak Sriphanadon at Grace Baptist Church, Bangkok, on March 28, 1872,
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may not be adble to communicate in Chinese, but whose upbringing has been
heavily influenced by Chinese culture

A sister church was pioneered in Nonthaburi Province in 1870.
By 1879 twenty Chinese members were established in the Nonthaburi Baptist
Church. One member donated a large sum of morey to tuy land for the church,.

A third Chinese werk was started ameong young Chirese crofessicnals
in Bang #aw area of Bangkck. By 1879 a dozen Chinese members wers meeting
regularly.

A fourth outreach was started in the Northeast by a member frem
Bangkok, a-gousin of the senior national pastor, after he moved back %o
his home area, In 1979 seven members of Chinese and Thai-Isan or Lao
backgrounds feounded — Sak takhon Fundementel Baptist Church.

The emphasis of +h
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ficent., In 1879 seven Philippinc mi

!

churches, Their primary involvement was in evangelism, The local Thai-

Chinese pastors or leaders ccncentrated cm building up the church and

o

handling the internal running of the church. Tithing and self~support
were emphasized strongly, both in meeting the normal church expenses, pas-

toral remunsration, and building drograms.

In 1873 the rFundamental Bapbists who were initimted bty Thiligpine

[

Baptist missionaries, had two churches with forty-I{ive Chinese members,
By 1879 four churches had seventy-four membters, most ¢f which were young

Thai bvorn Chinsse.

Baptists Working in Irndependent Agencies

({e]
-3
[0)]

Another small outreach in seastern Bangkok was commenced since 1

through independent Maranatha Baptists from the USA., WMo church has yet
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emergede In lay 1878 three femilies of this Baptist group wers working
together in the Mu Barn Seri area of Bangkok,

Yany missionaries who are Baptists from various countries work
with independent faith missions in Thailand., For example, in 15738 the

Overseas Missionary Fellowship, an international interdenominational

faith mission formerly called the China Inland Mission, had 258 mission~
aries in Thailand. Of these a surprising one hundred missicneries were
from Baptist churches arcund the world. Cther missions such as Torldwide
Evangslization Crusade and New Tribes lMission elso have members from Bap-
tist churches.

Waturally it is impossible to define the work cf these Baptist

missiconaries whose work is integrated with others. But the contribution

O
b
t

aptists in Thailard is broader than purely observed through official

Baptists missionse
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This concludes a brief summary of the foreign Baptist mi

in Thailand. Now the fruit of Beptist labors in terms of church growth

Baptist Church Growth

Since 1950 Baptist church zrowth has occurred meinly among Chinese,
Zaren, Lahu and Thai peoples. First note growth among the Chinese,

The 12th District ef the Church of Christ in Thailand comprises
the Chinese Baptist Churches. Cf the current existing thirteen churches
nly two were organized prior to 1952, the Haitrichit Chinese Baptist
Church (July 1, 1837) and Hue Kun Chae Church, Chanburi (1831),

Since World War Ii eight Chinese Baptist churches have beern organ-

ized besides the three chapels connected to Meitrichit Church noted belew

under indigenous missions. Five of these churches are in Bangkok with
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membership between thirty-five and eighty. They are: Bethel Baptist
Church (March 18, 1856), Ruam Chit Baptist Church (June 16, 1983 Eakka
Dialect), The Community Church, Dindaeng (Feb. 10, 1866), the Sacred Light
Baptist Church, Thonburi (lov. 26, 1567) end Samukkee Church (May 26, 1568),
Three churches are in the provinces: (1) Yalae Baptist Church (Coct. 10, 1883)

S ed

established in the far South initially by the Cverseas lissionary Fellowship,
which still has missionaries in fellowship with this church, (2) Maesai
Baptist Church, Chiangrai (Dec., 21, 1975) organized in the far North, and
(3) Uahachai Baptist Church (July 20, 1957) located about fifty miles scuth
cf Bangkok,b

Three Christian Community Centers have been developed in croewded
neighbourhcods of the capital., The Bangkok Christian Community Center
began in 1558 on Rama I Road, but was moved in 1971 to Dindaeng, Phyathai.
The Thonburi Christian Community Center was founced Nov. 28, 1965 and is
now under the administration of the Sacred Light Baptist Church. The llai-
trichit Christian Community Cexter was set up in 1975 at Tanon Tok on YNew
Road.

Five schools with over 2,100 students are administered bty the
12th District. Socme funding ccmes from the American Beptists for these
schools. The True Light Primary Schcol, established in 1935, is the largest
with 1,100 students. The Sammuk Christian Academy, Chonburi (1962} and
the Christian schools at Mahachai (1973) and Hua Xun Chae (1975) have a
full Christian teaching staflf and account for another 840 students altogether,

The Saeng Prasert Kindergarten started in 1947 has 170 pupils.”

istrict (Paptist) of the Church of Christ in
978
~

6Report of the 12th D
Thailand, Rangkok, July 28, 1

T pid.
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The vibrant growth of the Chinese Baptist churches in the 12th

District in post war years can be seen in the fcollowing statistics:
y g

1963 . 1664 1873 1875 1978
Churches 6 6 ‘9 18 - 19
Members 744 808 2398 1318 1518

Smaller Chinese growth is also found in the Fundamental Baptist

and Southern Baptist churches There is also a considerable number of

Christians from Chinese family backgrounds scattered throughout the Thai

churches, but it is difficult to determine how many to any degree of accuracy.

A second importent group for church grewth is the Xaren, the largsst

tribal group in Thailand, Both Sgaw and Pwo Zaren are found in the Church,

but the Sgaw Karen predominate. The Fwo have not been as responsive until

the last few years,

The growth of the Karen Baptist churches is certainly staggering.

In 1952 two Karen associations ccmprised twenty churches with €75 Christians,©

. = - s . ; 2o O
By March 31, 1955 Xaren Christians increased to 1,392.° The g

to multiply so that by 1968 baptized members totalled 3,042, 1In 1872 mem-

rship rose to 3,791 distributbed over twenty organized churches and 2ifty

unorganized church groups. These were served by fifteen ordained Xaren

ministers and forty-eight unordained church leaders, By 1978 Xaren Bap-
tists grew to 6,539 members in thirty-nine churches and varicus church groups.

The strong growth pattern was interrupted for a time, In 1555 with

& large group of young men being baptized, a three year course to train thenm

as leaders was instituted. Bubt by 1963 Cecil Carder, Field Sscrstary of

American Baptists in Thailand, noted that church growth had levelled cff,

8ABFiS, Alcng Kingdom Highways, Annual Report, 1953, p. 12,

91vid., 1956, p. 12,
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end the “leadership, sufficiently developed to feei and enjoy.a rather
definite control c¢f the conventions affairs, seemed to be mers concerned
with development of quality than the listing of numbers,"10

The change of emphasis ‘o developing yourg leaders was apparently
detrimentdl to church growth. 1In fact, 1964 showed & loss of 8,2 per cent
despite 185 baptisms during the year., Tc stop evangelism in order +to con-
solidate or to withhold outresach in order to train leaders usuelly leads
to restraint on growth. Furthermere, converts were not being conserved
despite this emphasis on consclidation. Both nurture and outreach must

be developed simultaneously for healthy development.

Furthermore, the missionaries' emvhasis on education, health and
agriculture, as well as leadership training, alsc contributed to this stag-
nation., The leaders training center, started in 1957, focused on youth.

It seems that youth as leaders was not as acceptable to the faren as mission-
aries thought, ZXaren social structure traditionally relied on mafure, older
family and tribal decision maekers. Similarly health, education and agri-
cultural projects consumed much time and energy to the detriment of evan-
gelistic cutreach and church planting. These social programs replaced a
primery emphasis on church growth,ll

By 1984 health centers were operating at Bangacw and Musikee and
by 1563 another clinic was set up at Maesareiang.lz Schools were alsc
set up in three Chiangmai villages in 19858, 1In 198%2 the United Village
School at Nemlat and a Karen Hostel at laesareieng were oDened. Another
hostel was coperating in Chiangmai, 3y 1864 251 Xaren pupils were in these

schools,13

101viqa., 1984, p. 31. i,

121v3i4., 1960, pp. 27,28. 131rid., 1965, p. 35.
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In 1962 an agricultural centsr was added at Huay Gaow for demon=
stration, ezperimentaticn and teaching., The American Baptist Mission also
gave many scholarships for students to attend.l4

All these social programs took much of the missionaries' time and
finance. Though good in themselves, they did detract from the primery
purpose of esxtending the Church among the receptive non-Christian Xaren,

fter the 1970 Thailand Congress on Evangelism a new vision for

outreach was noted. An emphasis on evangelism-in-depth was followed. By
1972 strong numerical growth returned to the Xaren Church. The Xaren leaders
had recognized afresh their responsibility in evarngelism and church growth,
They set new goels for extension, projecting 10,000 Xaren Baptists by 1581,
They were only just short of their projections of 6,7C0 for 1978,

The American Baptists also maintained the Kwai River Christian

“re

MLBS

b

cn in Sangkhlaburi which was established in 1962, By 1972 fifty~§ix
members were related to ons orgenized church and four preaching points,
In 1976 two churches had about ore hundred members. There were also four
chapels and many preaching places. A school of 200 students supplemented
& hospital which treated 4,500 patients per month in a needy arsa along
the western Thai border.,

A third people for Baptist church growth develcped among the Lehu,
another trival people. The Lahu live mostly in Southern China and Horthern
Burnma, where they are known as Muser or usco., In the last couple of decades
an increasing number of Lahu have emigrated to MNerthern Theiland., Vhen they
move” they usually do so as whole villages, though sometimes they come as

one or two families. 1In 1679 about three per cent of the 20,000 Lahu in

14mig,, 1953, p. 29,




Thailand were Christians, They tend to live in Christian villages, but

until recently had little active concern in reaching non-Christian Lahu

churches mostly in the Chiangrai Provirce, with 3,300 members by 1875. In
1973 menbership totzlled 3,120 distributed amcng forty-eight churches and

11 time church workers numbered forty-signt plus
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eight preaching

eleven workers nin thes Conventicn and five Lahu zsscciaticons.
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In 1874 twenty~-one village schools among the Lahu had 530 pupils,

growth, uch of the earlier church growth was by {rans

. s e \ ot e e ad s
Fourth, growth among the Thal, who have been fairly resisftent until
3 ; . T T A Bl - N, +~
post war years, should be noted. Thai Baptist Growth relates mostly to ths

churches associated with the Southern Baptists., The fclleowing statistics

shows comparative sthnic church growth of the Jouthern Zaptists over two and

(9]
(W21

- 1873):

(()

a2 hal? decades (1

~

5 . . - et s S
15%en Hawley, "Theiland Lahu Baptist Cenvention Zepert for llssion
Conferences,” TFang, 1877,



Year English Chinese Thai Total
1953 10 65 16 g1
1563 10¢ 197 263 569
1373 161 236 283 1380
1978 61 272 1315 1648

The fluctuation of the Znglish congregation related to the build-up
and retrenchment of American military presence in Thailend., The Chinese
growth has been reasonable, It was 19,8 per cent growth per decade (1963 -
1973).16  The Thai growth is strongest, although many Chinese would be
included in these Thai speaking churches, especially smcng many of the
young people who are Thai-Chinese, By 1975 the totel membership of all
thase churches rose to 1,818 members., In 1978 there were eighteen orgen-
ized Thail churches‘and forty~five uﬁorganized groupss. rifty-Iour Southern
Baptist carser missionariss assisted twenty-three national pastors besides
mary lay workers. Between 1952 and 1974 3ocuthern Baptists baptized 2,030

n dis=-

=

put over one-third of these were lost to the Church. Weszknessss

s

cipling and enfolding lay at the heart of this loss,

aa
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exciting development in the last few years has been the 3aptists!
Bangkok urben strategy mission. The strategy revolves around neighbourhcod
groups and teams of Christians having regular contact with those neighbour-
hoods. This evengelistic approach is expected to produce new church cells.
During 1978 one weekly worship service was begun in one neighbourhcod and
a Bible study in another.

One final aspect of Baptist church growth is ministry among the

Camtodian and Vietnamese refugees since 19735, By August 1378 over 2,1C0

18Rorald C. Eill, "Thailand Reptist Church Growth, 1352-1974,"
A mimeographed report, Bangkok (n.d.).



refugees, mostly Cambodian, had been baptized in the camps for displaced
persons in Thailend. Since then many more have been baptized including
about 10,000 in early 1980.17 These statistics are separate frem the fore-
going

Certainly Baptist church growth has been ercouraging, especially
in the 1870's, But the full pctential for growth especially among *the Xaren
and Chinese was not adequately grasped or taken. Organization for greater

co-operation has also developed during the late 1870's,

Thailand Baptist Convention

Cn April 18, 1576, the Thailand Baptist Conventicn wes crganized

to enhance co~operation among the various Baptist groups. Iembers ir=-

cluded the Thailand Baptist Church Asscciation developed under the Southern.
.Baptist s, the Chin ese Baptist Church from the 1l2th District of the Church

of Christ in Thailarnd, as well as the Lahu Baptist Convention and some asso-

iations of the Xaren Baptist Convention assccizated with American Reptists.

Q

In July 1978 over 12,000 members of Baptist churches from many ethric
groups in Theiland were represented in the Thailand Baptist Convention. Eow-
sver, many Baptist churches chese to remain cutside the convention, exer-
cising their freedom and autoncmy as Baptists.18

Growing co=operation is 2lso evident in indigen Thai missions,

Indigenous Baptist iissions in Thailand

Baptists have long teen burdened for home missions., Since 1950

much of the Karen Baptist expansion was due %o stron6 home missicns to

17personal letter to writer from B3ill Smith, Peb, 5, 1880,

18H111, op. cit.



20
pioneer areas supperted by the Keren Baptist churchés end association,

The expansion of the Chinese churches has also been largely as a
result of home missions especially from the Maitrichit Church founded in
1837, The sndeavours of this oldest Chinese Protestant Church in Asia re-
sulted in ths establishing of the Taladplu Chapel, Thonburi (1952), Trok
Chan Chapel, Bangkok (Nov. 1563), and Tao-Poon Chapel, Baagsue (June 1977).
Each of these churches had over thirty members in July 1576,19

Most of these foregoing home missions have been mono-cultural,
Chinese reaching Chinese, Xaren reaching Xaren. It has been only recently
that cross cultural missions have been projected.

The 12th District of the Church of Christ in Theiland, the Baptist
churches, has exhibited an expanding missionary vision, Between 1868 and
1977 six chapels have been established in the hilly areas of Chiangrai in
the North. HMany of the people are Chinese immigrants frem Yumnan Province
of South China, Preaching Is done in Mandarin and Thai, In 1878 there

were 194 membsrs in these six churches., Some help was given by the Second

3
byt
w
}.J

istrict of Chiangrai as well,20

te

In January 1978 the Thailand Christian Mission was inaugurated
with Chinese members of various churches, Basically this has been a funding
missiorn scfar, but its objective is to send cut missionaries to varicus
areas and peoples of Thailand. It is expected thatl scme Thal missionaries %o
pioneer areas may be supporited from this indigenous Chinese lission.

Cn Nov., 5, 1978 the Maitrichit Mission wes constituted with the goal

of missicns to other Thail and Chinese, The raith, Hope and Leve evangelism

19Report £ the 12th District, op. cit.
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band of the Maitrichit Church have also been active in evangelistic
efforts to Northeast Thailand.

The Immenuel Baptist Church, a Thai church of the Thailand Baptist
Church Association, has in the last two yéars (1578~1980) begun an active
cutreach to Thai Cambodians who were working on drainage projects in Bangkok.
From this small beginning came fruiltful results. 'Tdis church has also begun
reaching Thai Cambociens in Zastern Thailand, particularly through the re-
latives and friends of those contacted in Bangkok. n Sastern Thalland
are some one and a half million Cambodian speaking Thei, but very few are

Christian. This venture is an exciting missicn,
Conclusions

By way of conclusion, prospscts for present and future advance
must be considered,

First, the earlier neglect of Siam by the Baptists hes been re-
versed with encouraging advances in church growth. Baptists have redeemed

themselves in this post war era,

n Thailand at present are

| ¥

Second, the most receptive populaticns
the Chinese and the Karen, especially the Sgaw Zarsn, Baptists have signi-
ficant work among both., INeither the Xaren nor the Chinese church extensioen
has yet reached their potential growth in terms of the current receptivity.
This calls for greater concentrated evangelistic cutreach aimed a+t increased
church planting among Karen and Chinese., Beptists should give this priority
in the decades ghead, with concern for both evangelism and nurturé.

Third, a gocd foothold had been gained in Thai and Lahu -hurches,
The potential here for picneer evangelism is unlimited. A streng second

0

front must be extended to these two peoples., The spiritual harvest should



be gathered in while it is ripening.
Feurth, there are many units of population that could %be reachad
by Baptists and Baptist churches. Besides the opportunities in urban areas

A

are those zmong rural populations, tribal peoples and displaced perscns. A

3

hed peovles

-

new vision and dedicated obedience to reach out to these uareac
could transform many Baptist churches ir the decades ahead. The foundations
laid in Thai Christian missions and local church missions should be devel-
oped in active mission to this end.’ Svangelistic missions should bscome a
known concept and practice in all Baptist churches and forsign missionms,
Fifth, the encouraging work Baptists have had amcng the Cambodian
refugees should be increased. Though this appears to be a fluid situation,
still the greatest amount of winning and teaching these people for Christ
should be undertaken now. There has never before been greater receptivity
emong the Cambodians. Furthermore, Baptists should make every effort to

n the third coun s to which they

(=0
H
W

follow these Cambodien Christiens up
go. A concentrated effort to plant ethnic Cambodian churches speedily
among those peoprle who go to the USA and France should have top priority in
the next few years.
So setting these goals and implementing practical strategles to
.

reach them will set the pace for greater advance for Bagtists in Thailand

during the decade ahead,
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