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Augunt 10, L9665,

Errol T, Rliott,

arlham Sohool of Rellgion,
Farlhom College,

Richmoend, Indiana,

Dear Friend: «=-

How I wish that 1 demerved all the good that has
come to me during nearly nlnety yedrs nowy and especially the kinde
ness and love of friends in these daye, 1'd¢ appreciate sincerely
your words of appreociation of what [ have tried to do and to be,
even though I have to realize, as even my clocest friends cannot do,
how far short 1 have fallen of my own ideals,

"resent prospechks are that there will bBe quité & house
party of my relatives at% 1000 Sheridan Otreet on the datevhen I
become 90 years old for the first time in my life, Both my daughe-
ters and their husbands; two granddaughtere of the second order (I
have three kinds of granddaughters); a favorite niece from Detroit;
2 nephew and his wife and perhaps their oldest son and his wife from
Ann Arbors a cousin and his wife from Rolling Hills, California; and
another one or two 'or more relatives from distant points might drop
in, (I do not have many relatives in this part of the country; my
daughter Mary and her husband from oreene, New Yorix will be from
the greatest distance, so far as I know.)

ind though I have not had any "official" information,
I know that the local meeting and the college folks are planning a
much larger gathering in “enningtcn Hall on the afterncon of the
29th; and the Rotary Club program chairman has told me that I cer-
tainly am not tc be absent on a certain Vednesday noon.

I could appropriately say to all these folks, as a cer-
tain young fellow used to say when I was on earth the first time,
"'y y'u suh good to me?" (I never expected him to be president
of the United States, and he never was.)

Yow about your prospects, seeing that you have retired
and have nothing to do -- except work, I'm glad that you have been
selected to write the story of "The v7estward Movement of Friends in
America.” I had no voice in mzking that choice, though I cannot
think of anybody who could do it better, or as well. I don't envy
you the research that will be required, for as a researcher I am a
poor checkers player; but I know that to some folks research is
meat and drink, the breath of life, the great exploration expedition,
the work for pleasure in the gold mine or the diamond mine, with
the certainty of finding rich treasures., I hope you may find this
task delight and not drudgery.

And I wish that I could help in it, but I don't see any
reason to suppose that I can, 7ish I could finance two full time
secretary assistants for you, to do some of the thipgs in the way
of digging up facts and figures, checking information, copying ma-
terial and all that sort of thing. If I had enough money, ['d do
it; as it is I do not have enough money to emplypy a secretary to



Ze

write the replies to the kind letters of congratulation that are
already coming, with that birthday nearly three weeks in the future,
to say nothing of the big job of typing that somebody must do if I
am ever to complete "Random Recollections of Ninetly Happy Years,"

vou ssk if I have written down reminescences. Vell,
when I was 70 years old I started what I called "Random Recollections
of Seventy Happy Years" I don't know how far past the first hundred
pages I got, and then I never touched it again for more than fifteen
years, I have recently taken it up again, and I have writien another
mass of material that is in part like the earth was "away back when”

it was "without form and void." At least some of this that has been
written is without form.

Por nearly foriy years I nhave kepb all of my perscnal
correspondence, every letter thet I received and = carbon ccpy of
every letter I have written, and this latter hae meant from 1000
to more than 1500 letiers a year., I knew that I'd prcbzbly never
need onme letter out of ten again, perhaps not ene oul of a hundred,
but how could I tell which one I might neced? Oometimes it has been
a Lecter theé I'd certainly have destroyed if I had kepl conly those
letters thab I would nave supposed I mignlt necc., Vell, I am now go-=
ing through Lhose dozens of apple boxes full of leliers, burning
nine out of (en of them or maybe more,

_ My brother, who has not been asscocialed wilh =s wany
interests as _ have, recommended that I take the tens of GLhousands
of letters out and burn them all, in one vast bonfire; but I have
found material in every year's correspondence thus far that I have
felt should be preserved, either because of scome historic interest
or for the sake of my children or grandchildren who might be inter-
ested, It has been a murderous task to burn up thousands of letters
Fhat meant so much when I received them, but which would mean nothe
ing to anybody else after I am gone. Maybe I've burned letters that
should have been preserved, but if so, nobody will know what posier-
ity has lost,

There are things that have already been written in these
RandauRecollections that have to do with Oregon Yearly Meeting, the
Five Years Meeting, Pacific College, to mention no others, that have
required a2 lot of reading of coullege catalogues, yearly meeting min-
utes, etc. It will be important in your work to record official
facts; but if I ever get my writing done it will deal at least in
part with backgrounds, with "behind the scenes® activities, with
things that never get into official documents,

And here I face the perpetual question, "Shail I tell
this, or would the telling of it do more harm than gcod? Shall I
mention names and occasions, or leave out names, with suspecions
then attached to folks who were not guilty of some things that are

not to the credit of anybedy.

These questions, and others of like general character,
are particularly pressing in dealing It;?f;h‘;xl h;::r:olzzzigzout
Cregon Year ¥eetings relationship w e ve ’
Theg.fnerica:xyl?riends Service Committee, the hounding oflx—e:t e
Gulley out of the presidency of Pacific College with a loss 0
institution of half & million dollars or SoO.

To be a bii moTre specific about some of these things:
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(N oonneotion wi b
from 4 with Oregon Yearly Meeting's
ey iﬁh;hfggrigln Priends gervice gommiccoo{ -nouldgl t:i{hg;u::&
or unlntontiog Iparntion for thut action was made, intentionally
the neme of Ki:bly by the statement of ACofls when he anked that
as he dedlared "Ki‘as. be eliminated from my pesce report because,
Ideho, where he by Page is a oommunist;ﬂge admitted 1t in Bolse,
Sysn ioscow 4 ’“x:i hooted out of towny and he is supported by funds
American Triends 1 1 tell that this same gaucor declared that "The
npt have & thi 8 Service Committee is spird ually rotten; Lt does
in » meetin ~1t?x“t,bhnt we can une," Shall I tell that he declared
the AN80 thgt aﬁy ;gaglﬁdr:hedpoilcy 2f tgeb%°“rly gt i e

; Friend who e e

do 1t™t the peril’of his fumorta. egugﬁ " RSO

In the matter of Cregon Yearly Meeting's withdrawal from
™ - 4 >

é?ih ézehygﬂys meeting, should I tell, giving names and stories
W RS Od ph§ngﬂ a8 thege? -~ L.I,H. declared that the hiblke gives
thesl ?nl i0r any ecclesiasbic organization or authority beyond
w*iohoéaa meetings that over-organization is the sin of Nicolallane,
e“t oy 0d hates; that I'riends were in the divine order when they

B‘% %uhed monthly meetings and quarterly meetings and even yearly
??‘ ings, but "when the local yearly meetings united to form the
¥ive Y¥eoars leeting they became guilty of the sin of nicolaitanism,
1&2§2£_Ybarly meelings -~ during the Forward licvement when we directed
evters to all tue pastors in the Five Years meeting, we directed

Lo Séven different states to reach all the pastors in Kansas yearly
%eea&ng, and Indiana Yearly Meeting had meetings in Undiana, Ohio,
Lichigan. Washington state and Mexico, & longer etretch than from
Arabia to Spain, Paul's compase if he actually reached Spain, as he
hpyed to do.) His conclusion wes "The Five Years Meeting is a thing
wihich God hates", and he urged Friends to get out of it by yearly
meetings if poesible, if not,by quarterly meetings, if not b{ monthly
meetinge; and if even that was impossible, to get cut of it Yy ine
dividuals. Shall I tell such things as these?

Shall I tell, in connectiocn with certain fights against
the college, that the yearly meeting superintendent carried about
in his pocket a statement sworn to before a notary that I required
a girl student of the college to serve intoxicating drinks? Shall
I tell of @ time when a man who held an M,A. degree from Farlham
College circulated a petition in the yearly meeting asking that I
be diemissed from my position as president of the college? Shall
I tell of the years when my monthly pay check was $57.50, with two
Decembers in succession without a pay check at all? (Merry Christms })

Well, you can see that I face numerous questions as to
what to include and what to exclude.

‘nd now excuse me for this long eruption of words. Best
wishes for the complete success of your book, which will be a lot
more important than anything I shall write in the way of an aato-
biography, or rather Random Recollections,

I'd certainly like to call on you at your new residence
in Richmond, but I see no real prospect of my getting east of the
Rockies again, But who can tell? I did not get to an Barlham com=-
mencement from 1910 to 1960, and then I was there for three commence-
ments in succession., Whehher I get to Richmond again or not, I do
aopreciate your invitation, and the many kindnesses you have shown

me in the past.,
“ith kindest regards to you both,

Sincerely your friend,
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