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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Importance of the Study

ozt of the major dencminations of Amerden are members of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in America. This means
that they are represented in all the phases of the Council's wurk;
including its evangelistic endeavors. The supreme purpose of the
Church should be to bring a sinful world to believe in Jesus Christ
as Saviour. The Joint Department of Bvangelism was especially
designed to lead the member denominations in this endeavor. Tt is
important to study eand note the measure of effectiveness which has
characterized this most significant area of the National Council's

WOPICe
Statement of the Froblem

To the writer's knowledge there hss been no complete presen-
tation of the history or philosophy of the Joint Department of
Evaﬁgelism of the FNational Council of Churches. In recent years,
however, a very brief history of the field was issued by the Depart-
ment. It served merely to point out the major areas of work in
which the Department was actiﬁe through the years. It remained a
challenge for someone %o give a more complete and up=to=date record
of the Department's aetivitiés.

The philosophy of the department has been considered more

often, However, most of the efforts, with which the writer ls




accouainted, have been in 2 summary and entirely critical manner.,
The problem was, therefore, to give . balanced view of the total
emphases of the Department of Evarzelism in the light of 2 parallel
historical account and record of what was accomplished,

There were some who expressed the opinion that the appointment
of Rev., Charles B. Templeton, as the first full-time evangelist for
the Department in 1951, had marked a change in procedure and em=
phasis from that of the past. It was necessery, therefore, %o
considef his evangelistic views and work in order %o give a complete
picture of the Department's activities in the light of the previous

record.
Objectives

The first objective was to write a history and philosophy of
the Joint Department of Evangelism of the Wational Council of
Churches. This study was made in view of the adverse criticism of
the Council's evengelistic activities, on the one hand, and the strong
defense of ius work on the other. It was the primary purpose of the
author to establish an opinion on the basls of knowledge and the
facts,

Further, it was the desire of the writer to discover whether
there have been basic changes in policy and program of the Depariment
through the years. If so, have those changes been beneficial,
harmful, or, of little consequence?

A further objective was of a more positive nature., The
writer has had some contact with the Department's program of church
canvassing and the Visitation Evangelism program. He was therefore
desirous to find information regarding other areas of evangelistic

endeavor.



Limitations

In some éreas of this study the writer was limited by the
scarcity of material. Some of the pamphleis that were printed in
the early days of the Department's history are no 1ongér in general
circulations A complete and detailed account of some of the
Preaching Missions, conducted under the sponsorship of the Depart-
ment, was lacking.

The Federal Counecil Bulletin and National Couneil QOutlook,

published monthly, except July and August, were considered the
primary sources since they gave the most detailed account of the
work, However, in some areas those reports were incomplete and a
few of the early issues were not available. During the first
decade of the Federal Council's history, the Bulletin was not
published. For this period, it was necessary to rely on a few
annual and quadrennial reports. This fact made it impossible to
write as complete a history as it was possible to do for the later
vears when the Bulletin was published,

Another limitation was the impossibility of making & study of
.the theologicai views of all the hundreds of personalities who were
active in the work., Time would forbid such a study. Further, many
of the former lgaders are no longer living and they wrote neither
books nér publications whereby one might discover their interprete-
tion of evangelism, Many common terms used in evangelism had various
meanings o the different men who were engazpged by the department for
evangelistic work. It was thus impossible to discover and evaluate

thoroughly all that was accomplished.



Definition of Terms

The fellowing terms have been defined in order to more fully
acouaint the reader with the various phases of the work of the
Department of Evangelisme.

National Preaching Mission. This was a venture sponsored by the
Department which was both evangelistic and educational. .The Missions
were conducted in many'cities across the country. The program
included: conferences for ministers, seminars, luncheons for busi-
ness end professional leadgrs, meetings in shops and factories,
gtreet preaching, and an evening united evangelistic meeting.
University Christian Misgion. This was a unlted effort, carried on
by the Department and other agencies working in the student field,
which was designed to present the claim of Christian faith and life
upon the students of the leading educstional institutions of
America. In this type of Mission the speakers appeared before
students in the classrooms,; conducted public meetings in the evening
and led discussion groups on sbecial subjects. Besides this, the
speakers conducted personal interviews with students and on many
campuses they held daily luncheons for the faculty memberss

National Christian lission. The National Christian Mission was

carried on in a similar manner 2s the National Preaching Mission,
This undertaking, howevér, was more particularly designed to help
the churches reach the unreached masses of our land. Strong em=
phasis was placed on reaching high school young people and labor
groups in the communities,

American Christian Ashram. The word "Ashram® is an ancient term




of Bast Indian origin, which means "a forest colony for spiritual
education and community living.® An Ashram is similar to the usual
retreat except that in thé Ashram there is more complete fellowship
and a more strict spiritual &iscipline.

National Mission to Christian Teachers. This venture was a program,

conducted in cities across America, which was designed to help the
various church school teachers of the communities to become more
aware of their evangelistic opportunities, The team members of the

Mission conducted seminars for the officers and teacherse
Method of Proeedure

In each chapter the method of procedure was to use available
material which most fully described the activities of the Department.
It was necessary o eliminate many irrelevant details in order to
give a representative picture of the potal worke This was doné,
however, without diminighing the over-ali,view of the program and
procedure of the Department. The writer refrained from‘ quoting
outside eriticism of the activisies which are found in many books
and also religious and secular periodicals. The record of the work

was left to speak for itself,
Organization

In the first chapter, the reader was made acouainted with
the nature of the siudy. In the second chapter a detailed account
was given of the founding of the Federal Council and the Commission
on Evangelism. This ingluded many of the background movements which

were the antecedents of the Federal Council, Besides this, con-




sideration was given to the organization and purpose of the Council
and the Commission on Evangelism.

Chapter three was devoted to a complete survey of the history
of the Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches
until in 1951, it entered into the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America., The Department of
Evangelism of the Federal Council then became the Joint Department
of the National Gouncil. The history was considered by ouadrenniums

until 1932 when the Council began %o meet biennially.



CHAPTER IX
FOUNDING OF THE COUNCIL AND THE COMMISSION ON EVANGELISM
Introduction

The history and philosophy of the Department of Evangelism of
the National Council cannot properly be understood without tracing
back to the foﬁnding of the Federal Council of Churches and the
Commission on Evangelisme. Thue, the writer considered the background
and beginning of the Federal Council., Besides this, the plan and
objecti#es of the Council and the Commission on Evangelism were con-

gidered,
Background

The Federal Council of Churches was preceded by several
cooperative movements of the Nineteenth Century. Among these were
the followings: the American Bible Society formed in 1216, the
American Sunday School Union organized in 1817, and the American
Assoclation for the Promotion of Christian Union on Apostolic
Principles which came intoc being in 1839, The more immediate roots
of influence, however, can be traced to the Evangelical Alliance.
This organization was international in scope and conservative in
doctrine. A creedal statement served as a guide for determining
membership and included such points of emphasis ass the divine
inspiration and authority of the Holy Scoriptures; the utter depravity
of human natures and, justification of the sinner by faith in the
atonement of Jesus Christe.l The primary contribution of the Evangel-

ical Alliance was the projection of the idea of federal union. At




their conference in Chicago in 1893, Dr. Philip Schaff, who had been
closely connected with the work of the Alliance for many years, gave
reasons why 6rganic union of all ihe churches seemed to him impossible
and then stated the form in which union was practicable.
Federal or confederate union is a

voluntary association of different churches

in their officiasl capacity, each retaining

ite freedom and independence in the manage-

ment of its internal affairs but recognizing

one another as sisters with ecual rights and

cooperating in general enterprises such as

the spread of the gospel at home and abroed,

the defense of the faith sgainst infidelity,

the elevation of the poor and neglected

classes of society, works of ghilanthropy

and charity and moral reform.
Such a body the Federal Council was destined to bee.

The Evangelical Alliance soon passed from the scene of signif-
icant activity. Dr. Jolm A, Hutchison, Federal Council historian,
pointed this out concerning its failure: "One of the clues %o the
failure of the Evangelical Alliance was the theological rigidity
which prevented it from adjusting itself to one of the major tran-
sitions in the history of the American Church.®3 Theological
orthodoxy was begimnming %o sténd in the way in an age which was
becoming increasingly anti=theological. Another reason for the
decline of the Alliance was its failure to adjust to the demand for
a progrem of social emphasis,

In 1894, the Open and Institutional Church League was formed,
The leading promoter of the League was Charles L. Thompson, pasior
of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City. Other

names which were prominent in the movement were Reve. Charles A.

Dickinson, F. M. North, Rev. J. L. Scudder, Rev. C. S. ¥Mills and



Rev. Elias B. Sanford.* This organization sought to emphasize
soclal service and church fedération in keeping with the trend of
the times. "It is not too much to say that the Federal Council was
born of this marriage between the idea of social service and the idea
of interdenominaticnsl cooperation."S In its interest in church
cooperation, the Open Church Ieague promoted local and state
federations which projected many types of inter-church activities.
"iWhile the Open Church League was a good rallying ground for
institutional church - enthusiasts, it was soon seen %o be an
inadeouate medium for the rapidly growing federation movement ,"®

In 1901, at Philadelphia, the National Federation of Churches
and Christian Workers was organized. The leaders of the Open Church
league were largely responsible for the genesis of this Federation
movemente. Jo Cleveland Cady, a layman, became +the first and only
president.7 Its organization was on a voluntary basis composed of
individuals and a few congregations. Its chief emphasis was on
cooperation and service in spite of btheological differences.
There were those who believed that this type of federation would
eventually result in wiping out the six hundred willion dollar
yearly corime bill and of rendering impotent the empire of the
Prince of Darkness.3 This type of optimism characterized the enbire
movement. In keeping with their purpose of effecting a closer and
more official federation of churches, the National Federation of
Churches and Christian Workers voted that the various Protestant
bodies be asked to send delegates to a conference ab which an
official Federation of churches could be formulated.

A comnitbee which included among its members
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#William Hayes Ward, Congregationalist;

%illiam H. Roberts, Charles L. Thompson and

Cleveland Cady, Presbyterians; Frank Mason

North, William I. Haven, Methodists; Henry

L. Morehouse and Rivinghon Lord, Baptistsg

and George Unangst Wenner, Lutheran, was

appointed to carry on the necessary corre-

spondence with denominational bodies.?
A letter was drafted asking for official delegates to meet in 1905
with power to discuss federation. There was a favorable response and
thirty denominations sent official delegates to a conference (Inter-
church Conference on Federation) at Carnegie Hall in New York,
November 15-21, 1905,

Dr. William H. Roberts, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., was elected permanent
chairman of this Interchurch Conference on Federation. The chief
purpose of the conference was to draft a "plan of federation®™ which
was bo be presented to the various denominations for their approval,
Consenuently, a Business Committee consisting of forty representa=-
tives of all the churches gave careful attention to forming the
federation plan. After it was drafited, the five-hundred delegates of
the Conference unanimoﬁsly adopted ite. "Only two minor changes in
the way of amendments were made, and with & single dissenting vote
the Evangelical Churches of America agreed that 'The Church's one
foundation is Jesus Christ the Lord.'®10 In the preamble it was
stated that it seemed fitting more fully to manifest the essential
oneness of the Christian Churches of America in Jesus Christ as their
Divine Lord and Saviour, and to promote the spirit of fellowship,

service and cooperation among them. The plan proposed at this

conference was ratified in 1908 at Philadelphia by twenty-nine



denominations and the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in

America was formed.ll
Qrganization

In the Plan of Federation which became the constitution of
the Council, five objectives wers set forth:

I. To express the fellowship and
catholic unity of the Christian Church.

Il To briang the Christian bodies of
America inbto united service for Christ and
the world,.

iII., To encourage devotional fellowship
and mutual counsel concerning the spiritual
1ife and religlous activities of the churches,.

IVe To securs a larger combined in=
fluence for the churches of Christ in all
matters affecting the moral and social condi-
tion of the people;, so as to promote the
application of the law of Christ in every
relation of human life.

Ve To assist in the organization of
local branches of the Federal Council %o
promote its aims in their communit es.1?

As to limitations, the constitution provided thats

This Federal Council shall have no
authority over the constituent bodies
adhering %o ity but its province shall be
limited +to the expression of ite counsel
and the recommending of a course of action
in matters of common interest +to the
churches, local councils and individuval
Christians,

It has no aubhority +to draw up a
common creed or form of government or of
worship, or in any way to limit +the full
avtonomy of the Christian bodies adhering
to it.Ll

Provision for representation of the member churches in the Council
and on the Executive Committee was made in the followlng mennery
Bach of the Christian bodies adhering

to this Federzl Council shall be entitled to
four members, and shall be further entitled
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to one member for every 50,000 of its
communicants or major fraction thereof.

° e o ° o ° e © ° ° e ° e ° o L3 ° o o L °

The Executive Committee shall consisi

of two representativess One minisier and

one layman from each of the congtituent

bodies and one additional representative

who may be either a minister or laymen for

every five hundred thousand of its communi-

cants or major fraction thereof, together

with the President, all ex-Presidents, the

Recording Secretary and the Treasurer. The

Execubtlve Commitiee shall have authority to

attend to all business of the Federal

Counecil. in the intervals of its meetings

and to £ill all vacancies. It shall meet

for organization at the call of the Fresi-

dent of the Council immediately upon the

adjournment of the Federal Council, and

shall have powsr o elect its own officers.lé
The Federal Council of Churches was thus launched upon the turbulent
waters of American interdenominational life, in which so many other
well-conceived schemes for Christian unity have perished.l5

In 1911, an Evangelistic Commitiee was created on the same

footing with other standing committees. They included the following:
a Committee on Foreign Missions, a Committee on Home Missions, on
Sunday Observance, on Temperance, on Family Life and 2 Committee on
Literzture and Education. Dr. William H. Roberts was made the
Chairman of the Evangelistic Committee. 6 Considerable research was
done and preparatlion was made in order to present a report and make
ites recommendation and plan for cooperative work in Evangelism. The
name of the proposed commission was the "Commission on Evangelism of
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America.m7 In
1912, the Commission was authorized by the Counecil to be established
in accordance with the proposed plan. Its powers included the

establishment of a general office and the appointment of officers,
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agents and committees .18 However, the chairman was to be selected by
the President of -the -Council.l? 5The Commission washto offer aid to
all Gvangelistic agencies of the denominations, accredit evangelists
upon certification of good standing from the denominations, promote
the spirit of evangelism, and stimulate the production of literature
dealing with principles and methods of work.?0 The following rules
were binding upon the Commissiong |

(a) Work within any given denomination shall
be entirely within denominational control,
through an agency appointed by its supreme
governing or advisory body, such agency to
be a mediwn of communication with the
Commissiong (b) No particular method of
evangelistic work shall be commended by the
Commission, but information shall be given

as to all methodss (¢) Proposals for inter-
denominational movements shall be advised
upony, first, with denominational agencies,
and then shall be carried forward, with their
consent, under the auspices of the Gommisgion.<l

Finances for operation of the Commission were to be provided by
voluntary contributions solicited by the Commission.?2 Reporits were

to be made to the Executive Committee of the Federal (ouncil annually

and whenever reamuired. Thus, the plan and program of the Commission

on Evangelism was established.
Summary

The foregoing study has revealed that the federative process
was gradual over a period of years und it had its final consummation
in the organization arnd structure of The Federal Council‘of The
Churches of Christ in America. It s also been shown that clear
objectives and regulations were set forth in the constitution of the

Council., The Commission on Evangelism was chartered in the early



years of the Council in order to acauaint its constituency with
varlous principles and methods of work in the field of evangelism as

well as to offer aid in carrying out an evangelistic program.



CHAPTER IIX
HISTORY OF THE COMMISSION ON EVANGELISM
Iﬂtroduction

The last chapﬁer was devoted, in parit, to a consideration of
the background and birth of the Commission on Evangelism, The
present chapter has delt with the growth and enlargement of tﬁe
Commission and a detailed account of its work was pregsented. The
history of the Commission on Evangelism has been tfaced by cuad-
renniums until 1932, After thet date the Council met biennially,

hence, a corresponding change was made in this presentation.
First Quadrennium 1908-1912

The first Quadrennium of the Federal Council was devoted
largely to organization. The Commission on the Church and Soclal
Service and the Commission on Peace and Arbitration were the only
Commisgions functioning during this period.23 Several Committees
were formed at this time and some of them were enlarged %o become
Qoﬁmissions of the Federal Council in 1912, As was seen in the last
chapter, the Committee on Evangelism, which functioned during the
first Cuadrennium, becamé the Commission on Evangelism at the second

Quadrennial Council in 1912,
54 Second Cuadrennium 1912-1916

Under the provisions of the Constitubion the newly elected

Prosident of the Council, Professor Shailer Mathews, appointed Dr.
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#illiam H. Roberts chairman of the Commission on BEvangelisme, "The
other officers chosen weres vice-chairman, Reve. Joseph F. Berry,
D.D.3 secretary, Rev. Wm., E. Biederwolf, D. D.§ recording secretary
and treasurer, Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D."?4 The Commission held its
first regular meeting at Atlantic City, New Jersey, September 16 to
17, 1913. It was reported hore that negotiations were in progress to
secure an office for the Commission, By the following year the head=-
ouarters of the Gommiéeion had been secured in the Witherspoon
‘Building in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

v An effort was made %o get each of the member denominations to
set up a National Bvangelistic Committee with whom the Commission
could work. By 1915 most of the denominations had appointed
Committees on Evangelism and the Commission emphasized its Judgment
that the time had come to consider the cuestion of a Nation-Wide
Evangelistic Campaign.?® It was pointed out that the time for such
a campaign was ripe as was indicated by the demand for "The Call to
Prayer for a World-Wide Revival,” issued by the Commission in 1914,
and by the correspondence with influential Christian leaders .20
Contemplating the possibility of actual evangelistic work by the
Commission, it was urged that the Committees on~Evangelism of the
denominations should make a studied investigation of the ability and
character and general fitness of the men of their respective denomi-
nations who were desirous of doing the work of an evangelist. The
information furnished by this method was the basis upon which the
Commission determined those who worked with their approval. A
standard of principles was prepared to gulde the aprroved evan-—

gelists., Included in these principles were the following: the
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guarding of the work of the press, as far as possible, against
exagger 2d reports of conversions and seating capscity of buildings;
reporting all decigions under the two-fold heading of (1) Decisiong--
referring to what are commonly known as conversions, the age of young
persons toc be indicated on the cards, (2) Reconsegrations; and, urge
the pastors to put into execution st the close of the campaign at
leagt cne of the Plans for Conservation of Results adopted by the
Commission .27

The Federal Council committed to the Commission the work of
-ts; religious activities during the Panama-Pacific BExposition at San‘
Francisco, California, in 1915. "The approximate conversions re-
ported at the tabernacle meetings were 3,000 and at all other places,

about 500, a total of about 3,500,728
Third Cuadrennium 1916-1920

At the meeting of the Federal Cowneil in St. Louis in
December 1916, Dr. Roberts retired as chairmsn of the Commission, and
Frank Hason North, President of the Council, appointed Charles L.
Goodell of Wew York City to take his place. Dr. Biederwolf continued
as Executive Secretary. Later, however, it was agreed by the Commis-
sion that if any constructive work was to be accomplished, it would
be necessary %o have a Secretary who would be able %o devote all of
his time to the work. Dr. Biederwolf felt that he was unable to give
al) his time and in 1918 he resigned his position as Secretarv.?9 pr,
Goodell, et the earnest solicitation of the members of the Commission,
resigned as Chairman and was elected Executive Secredary. "In his

place, James M. Speers was elected, the first and only layman to
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occupy bthis position.“30 Afber a general conference with the members
of the Commission, it was decided to place the emphasis upon pastoral
and personal evangelism, while remaining sympathetic to the work of
aceredited vocational evangelists.Bl :
The Secretary began at once a round of

engagements in the theologiecal schools and

-colleges, north and South, Addresses were

given in such representative theological

schools as Yale, Princeton, Chicago, Boston,

Drew, Evanston, Hartford, Western Theological

Seminary, and Pittsburgh Theological

Seminary. e
Besides this, large gatherings of ministers were held in comnection
with the colleges where Dr. Goodell gave a series of addresses on
practical pastoral evangelisme

Meetings, in which method, training and inspiration have been
the objectives, were held in various cities and at the great summer
conferences of the Church.>? Along with these wmeetings, theater
meetings were held where it was possible to reach many who did not
ordinarily attend church,

These services, covering not more than forty
minutes, gave a fine opportunity for Christian
people %o induce their friends in stores and
manufactories to spend a few minutes under
Christian influence where some earnest message
might reach their -hearts and change their
lives.

At a ﬁeating of the Secretaries of Fvangelism for the various
denominations, called by the Commission on April 15, 1920, 2 plan was
agreed upon for a general outline of evangelistic effort for the
year. This plan, which was as follows, was worked with signal

success

September to December. Heeting of Church
Evangelistic Committees to face the year's
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work and map out the year's program. Church
Rally. Parish Survey. Fall reception of
members possibly at October or November
Communione

January to Easter. Evangelistic preachinge.
An active Invitation Committee to work with
pastor in securing new members., Pasbor's
training class. The Lenten Prayer Calender.
Extended use of Fellowship of prayer in pri-
vate devotions. !loly Week Services to be
observed in the churches simultaneously or in
some down=-town centres, like theaters, etc.
The Easter Ingathering.3d

Tt was also suggested that effective continuation plans should last
until Pentecost wifh emphasis on enlisting the new members in a task
of Christian service.

In consideration of the forses and methods of Evangelism the
Commission emphasized that the prerecuisite for all evangelistic
effort must be the evangelistic passion which can be found nowhere
but in fellowship with Jesus Christ. Also the pastor must, in large
measure, accept the responsibility for the spiritual life of the
church and communityu36 "God, man, sin, salvation, service--these
are the great themes on which he must speak words that burn. He
must have the holy optimism born of unyielding faith, and his
message must have in it the note of victory over sin and shame and
death.">7 At the same time, the important place of faithful, praying
laymen in the work of the church was emphasized.

Several specific recommendations were made as %o methods of
work. It was advocated that there be an evangelistic committee in
every church to see that no other interests of the Church sheould
obscure the one great purpose for which the Church stands in its

world-wide work. In connection with this, the Commission urged Win




One leagues and other associations to be formed which wonld lay
definite siege for the souls of men and not be satisfied until their
efforts were rewarded.by actual surrender to Jesus Christ. S

The Commission also urgéd family worship upon the attention of
pastors and people. Prayer topics were sent oub bubttressed by the
word of God. In connection with local church federations attention
was called to the imporiance of the evangelism of the shop and the
streets It was stated that there ﬁere great possibilities in open=
air preaching.>?

is to special seasons of Evangelism, the Commission stated:
"We are urging wherever it is possgible that the indiwvidual church
and pastor hold special revival services daily for two or more
woeks."40 The messages from the pulpit were to be of a kind to
intensify conviction and bring decision.4l Two seas 1s which were
said to have been especlally successful in the past were the Week
of Prayér, held the first week in January, and, the Lenten period,

As to the Comﬁisaion's regard for vocational evangelism,
Hutchison has this to says: "Under Goodell the effort to domesticate
evangelism within the church continued."42 There seémed o be
agreement that the normal and ideal condition in evangelistic work
prevailad with pastoral and personal effort while recognizing value
in the work of men especially called to be evangelists.43 Emphasis
was placed on the fact thet the day of irresponsible evangelists had
passed and only those who were accredited evangelisis were em=—
ployed.44

Publication of literature by the Commission on Evangelism

included leaflets on such subjects as An Aubumn Ingathering, and,
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Experiencing Religion.
In September 1920, James M. Speers resigned as Chairman of the

Commission and the President of the Federal Council, Robert E. Speer,
appointed J. Ross Stevenson, President of Princeton Theological

Seminary, in his place.45
Fourth Cuadrennium 1920-1924

It was reported that James Speers, the chairman of the Com-
mission during this cuadrennium, inspired confidence and assisted in
giving the work new dimensions as.well as a new direction, Thé name
of the Commission was enlarged during this period to the Commission
on Evangelism and Life Service.46

At the recuest of many cities threughout the country the
Commission assisted the churches in presenting method and‘inspiration
for united simultaneous effort for spiritual resulits. "We have also
deveiOped county and state work," it was reported, "and are helping
in the forming of such associztions as hope to meet the evangelistic
need of the rural communities."47 In 1923 it wes reported that
community-wide evangelism during the pre-Easter period had met with
an almost unparalleled success., Many cities held down-towvn evan=-
gelistid sérvices at the noon hour in one of the leading theaters,
with outstanding speakers, who drew great audiences day after day
during several weeks of the Lenten period.43

The Commission also united on a Fellowship of Prayer program.

In 1923 more than three hundred thousand copies of the prayer booklet
were circulated and hundreds of newspapers published, every day

during the pre-Baster period, the Scriptures, song, and prayer which



were suggested by the Commission, The booklet was prepared by Dr.
Fagley of the Congregational Comnission.4?

In 1924 it was reported that the Universal Week of Prayer
topics were coming into increasing favor and that Dr. Speer had
prepared the topics for the year in cooperation with the World's
Evangelical Alliance of England.So

A general method of increasing church attendance was planned
.and projected during this period.

A stirring paper was presented by Dr. R. L.
Russell of the Y.E. Church, South, on the
"Abgentee Church Vember." It was ordered
printed by our Commission and thousands of
coples of it have been distributed through-
out the country. The paper by Dr. R. C.
Helfenstein of the Christian Church on "The
Pagtor and Evangelism," is now being printed.
Our Commititee on Literature, of which Dr. F.
L. Fagley, of the Congregational Commission,
is chairman, has sent out suggestive items for
twelve messages to be used in church and loecal
papers., Dr, Jesse M, Bader, Superintendent of
Evangelism for the Disciples, was asked to
send special articles to the Churches.. « »
Your Secretary was insitructed to prepare a
message on Laymen and the Church, thousands

of cagies ol which have already been distrib-
uted,o1 ,

. At the regular meeting of the Commission held at New York on
March 21, 1924, Dr. Bader suggested that the Commission hold an
annual retreat at Northfield, Massachusetts. Conseounently, the first
of a series of these retreats was held at Northfield, June 24-26,
192472

An earnest recuest was sent to the Secretaries of City Feder-
ations and other church lgaders throughout the country asking that
they use the radio to broadeast every Sunday, and as often as

possible during the week, sermons of real evangelistic value. The

22




23

results in New York from the work of the Federation of Churches was
very satisfactory as indicated by hundreds of messages received by
people ‘who had accepted the invitation of the preacher and had given

themselves to Jesus Christ for life and service.53
Pifth Ouadrennium 1924-1923

Reve William Horace Day, pastor of the United Congregational
Church of Bridgeport, Connecticut, accepted the chairmanship of the
Commission for this ouadrenniume. He was also chairman.of the Com-
misgion on Evangelism in the Congregational Church. Associsted with
Dr. Day as Vice-Chairman was Wilfred W. Fry, a prominent layman and
buginess man of Philadelphié.sA |

Barly in the first year of this period the Secretaries of
Evangelism accompanied Dr. Goodell on an extended trip of the west
beginning at Spokane and covering fourteen cities, ending at
Denver.?3 The Federations and Councils of Churches in.the cities
visited laid a good foundation for the conferences and many pastors
and laymen from outlying towns were gathered together in ithese
meetings. It was reported that in nearly every city plans were
formulated to cérry forward evangelistic services with the emphasis
laid on personal work.3® In 1928 it was reported thats

The annual two weeks! visitation of the
Secretaries of Evangelism for the various
denominations to leading cities has Just been
completed. The following clties were visited:
Rochester and Buffalo, N. Y.; frie, Pa.,
Youngstown and Oleveland, O., Yarior and
Indianapolis, Ind., Harrisburg, Altoona and
Philadelphia, Pa. In addition to the Secre=
varies, the following alse represented the

denominations nameds Dr. Warren W. Pickett
(Congregational), Dr. Harold Rambo, Dr.
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Henry Marcotte and Dr. Ress Stover (Presby-
terian), Dr. Lloyd S. Charter (Protestant
Episcopal), Dr. John Greenfield (Moravian).
Pastors from rural appointments expressed
themselves as getbting @ new conception of
their %ask and new encouragement to cairy it
forward. Wethods adopbed by certain churches
were carefully unfolded for the benefit of
others, by the secretaries who had seen their
effectiveness. Many of the pastors gave
thrilling descriptions of their own methods
of work and the results which had bee
attained.?’ - : :
During the summer of the same year Dr. Goodell, the Executive
Secretary, travelled in Canada and the United States, speaking at
conferences and assemblies.?8 By the end of the cuadremnium it was
stated that nearly all of the.great clties in the country had been
visited, from the Atlantlic to: the Pacific, and from the lakes %o the
Gulf.?9 At the fall meeting of the Commission in 1928 it was decided
that the secretarial visitation for January would be confined to the
West and Middle-West.50
Bach year a call was issued for the cobservance of the Uni-
versal Week of Prayer during the first week of the year. MNore
important, a Fellowship of Prayer for the lLenten period was inau-
gurated and the little manual of devotioﬁs was ennually prepsred and
circulated by hundreds and thousands.®l By 1928 more than helf a
million copies of the manual had been distributed. Rev. Jay T.
Stocking was the author of the daily studies for that year. The
general theme was "The Fruits of Religion," and the themes for
successive weeks were: The Forgiveness of §in, Religion and Health,

Religion and the Joyous Life, Religion and the Productive Life,

Religion and Character, Religion and Power, and, Religion and Hope.62
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It was reported that the influence of The Fellowship of Prayer had
been extended into addiﬁional millions of lives through radio and
the more thaﬁ ﬁwé ﬁuﬁdfad fhirty déily;néwspépers, with a total
eirculation of over three million five hundred thousand which printed
the Fellowship.63

In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvénia the Council of Churches sponsored
a vigitation campeign with seven hundred personal workers who re-—
ported that the resuits of two weéks' efforts had indicated seven
thousand decisions %o unite with the éhurch.64. However, the report
of the Goﬁmission on Evangelism and Life Work for the quadrennium

stated thats

» o othere are disturbing facts today, such
as the paucity of visible spiritual returns
and a failure to add to the numerical advance
of the church, which force us to deep heart-
searching and to such an analysis of present
conditions as will save us from increasing
disappointment., 5

The report of a lack of visible spiritual returns accompanied the
following recommendation from the Business Committee of the Council:

‘Among the methods of personal Evangelism
which have received the sanction of the
Church we are glad to commend that method
which is known as Visitation Evangelism.
That it may not become simply a2 method of
numerical increase we urge that those who
undertake it make prayerful preparation of
their own hearts, to the end that those won
shall come into vital connectiocns with
Jesus Christ before they sre received into
His Church. Then shall Christian gzaining
eventuate in Christian charscter,?

It was the conclusion of the Commission that in the field of Christian
Education there was a measure of failure in securing spirituai

commitmenta67




The Commission noted the fact that some of the constituent
denominations were observing the 1900th anniversary of the three
greatest yesrs the world ever saw. It was stated that they were
restudying the life of Christ for 1lts spirituzl message and were
looking forward to the 1900th anniversary of Pentecost as a2 time of
great spiritual dedication and enduement of power.68 The Commission
voted at the September meeting in 1928 that the matter of recom=
mending a general interdenominational observance be referred for
final decision to the Tuadrennial Meeting of the Federal Council
that was to be held at Rochester in December.99

Dre. Fe L. Fagley, Chairman of the Committee on Literature,
reported thatis

A series of leaflets on the importance of the
Church has also been prepared and so printed
that each pastor can put on the imprint of
his own church, or reprint them for his own
local need, or use them from week to week in
the church bulletin. . .The topics of the
series are: l. Why the Church Is of Value
to Yous 2. What the Church Should Do for
the Community. 4. What This Church Offers
You. There is also a leaflet entitled "When
Autumn Comes," which is especially desirable
for use in connection with the fall rally.’©

During this period the Commission on Evangelism and Life
Service continued the annual retreat which was first held at
Northfield, Massachusetts. "There they drank from the old wells,
and warmed their spirits at the hearth where once Moody and his
associates had kindled a flame of Evangelism. To this retreat noted
religious leaders from this and other countries were invited."71

The summey of 1928 found the Commission in a new location for the

retreat and conference, Broxville, New York was the scene of this




well attended gatber;ng of evangelish secretaries. Dean VWeigle of
Yale gave reassuring addresses which emphasized that the leaders in
religious education are realising the supremacgy of spirltual values
in their work and seeking the definite commitment of youth to Jesus
Christe’2

S8ixth Quadrennium 19258-1932

Bishop A. R. Clippinger, of the United Brethren in Christ
Church, became the Chairman of the Commission for this Tuadremnium.
In 1932 it was announced that Dr. Jesse W. Bader had accepted the
call 't.d become Fisld Secretary for Evangelism to work hand in hand
with Dr. Goodell, the Executive Secretary of the Commission. Dre
Badér became the first President of the World Convention of the
Disciples of Christ in 1930 and was General Secretary of that Con-
vention when called to his position with the Federal Council,’?

The Thiversal Week of Frayer, the firét woeek in January, vas
observed each year as in the past. In 1930 the Commission gtressed
the need of prayer in launching the ninetesn-hundredith anniversary of
Fentecost which was cbserved that year.’ In 1932, instead of using
the topics prepared by the British Section of the World's Evangelical
Alliance, as had been done in other years, fresh material was pre=-
pared with the needs of the American churches particularly in mind, 75
The pamphlet, prepared by the Commission, was widely distributed and
the topics were reprinted in the religious press. .

The Fellowship of Prayer lenten devolional, prepared by the
Commission, received wide distribution with the circulation of seven

hundred thousand copies in 19‘31.'?6 More newspapers published the
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daily sections of the Fellowship of Prayer than in any previous

period and the Lenten material was used for devotional broadcasting
dﬁring Holy Veek over many radio stations.’?

As in the preceding cuadrennium, the denominational Secretaries
of BEvangelism visited several cities iﬁ order to stimulste an active
interest in evangelism. Some of the vital cuestions discussed were
as follows:

The Evangelistic Church

1. Winning Adulte for Christ
2. Reaching Children and Youth for

Christ
3. Conserving the New Members of the
Church

The Kind of City Christ Wants
The Kind of Chrigtian Christ ¥Vantis
The ¥ind of Church Christ Yanis
The Enrichment of the Spiritual Life
Spiritual Power for Evengelism through
1. Prayer
2. Cooperation
3. The Holy Spirit
Building an Ewvangelistic Program for the
Loeal Ghurch,78

The year 1930, marked the observance of the 1900th Anniversary
of Fentecost. In order to stimulate a united cbservence, the Com-
miseion on Evangelism issued a series of sermon topics for the ten
day period., The topiecs were as followss

Baster, April 20

¥orning-~"Our Nisen Lord"

Evening--"The Way of the Burning Hears®
Sunday, April 27

Morning--"The Yeaning of Fentecost®

Evening--"Can Pentecost be Repeated?”
Sunday, May 4 :

Horning~--"The Fellowship of the Upper

Room®

Bvening--"The Christ of Pentecost®
Sunday, Way 11

Yorning--"Pentecost and the Hely Spirite

Evening=-"Worid Witness for Christ"
Sunday, May 18
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Horning=-'"Pentecost and Evangelism®
Evening--"The Racial Fellowship of
Pentecost¥
Sunday, May 25
orning=-"Peter--The Pentecost Preacher"
Bvening=="Pentecost and Personal
Salwvation®
Sunday, June 1
Morning--"The Meaning of Church
Wembership"
Evening-="The Personal Cuestion of
"Penbecost”
Pentecost Sunday, June 8
HMorning=-"Pentecost-=The Hirthday of
the Church®
Evening=-"Perpetuating Pentecost®’?

A series of topics for prayer meetings for the ten days immediately
preceding Pentecost were outlined as follows:

1, The Promise of Pentecost and the Christe

- Defined Mission of the Holy Spirit

2. Pentecost and Prayer

3. Pentecost and Unity

4e Pentecost and the Passion of Jesus

5. Pentecost and Its Results

6. Pentecost and the Program of the Kingdom

7. Pentecost and Witnessing

8 Pentecost and Its Message

9+ The Holy Spirit.Hindered

10, The Holy Spirit Glorified.80
The Pentecost movement was one without additional external organiza=-
tion or machinery, with no financial plans, or looking for statistics,
but a strong emphasis upon a receptive attitude to the spirit of God
throughout the churches 31 Reports presented by the secretaries for i
evangelism in several denominations showed that the observance of the
anniversary had been productive both in additions %o membership and
in deepening the personal religious 1life of pastors and people. 32

The annual Conference=Retreazt on Evangelism, sponsored by the

Commission, was held during the ouadrenniuvm. In 1930, the site of

the Conference was East Norithfield, lMassachusetts and the addresses



were scheduled to cover the following two general themess "Our
Evangelism in the Light of the World Situation® and, "The Abiding
Realities of Christian Experience."83 The afterncon sessions were
devoted chiefly to a consideration of methods and plans for the
following yearts work. Other discussions had %o do with "Cardinal
Elements in & Program of Fvargelism® and "Youth and Evangelismn84

The retreats for 1931 and 1932 were also held at Zast North-
field, Massachusetts. In 1931, a suggested evangelistic program for
the year was agreed upon, the essential points of which were as
followass 1. The Deepening of the Spiritual lLife, 2. The Winning
of Others %o Clrist, 3. Oonserving Evangelistic Results, and, 4.
Helping the Pastor.35 The following year, 1932, a program of
evangelism was adopted which set forth three major items:

1. The deepening of the spiritual life
through personal daily devotions, enrich-
ment of publie worship and church
attendance.

2¢ Aggressive soul winning through
personal work, educational evangelism,
evangelistic preaching and the holding .
of special night-ov-night services.

3. The conservation of evangelistio
results by the care and culbure of the
new members and of the members wgg move
from one community to another.

The first week of October, 1932, was set aside as a special
periocd of penitence ard prayer., The proposal wes made in view of
the grave difficulties which confronted the nation and the world,
Emphasis was laid upon nsing the regular services of the week for
the special period of penitence and prayer.37

In April, 1931, it wes announced that the name of the Come

mission was changed from the "Commission on Bvangelism and Life
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Servise" back to the simpler form, the "Commission on Evangelism.®58

At the Seventh Quadrennizl meeting of the Federal Council of
Churches, held in Indianapolis from December & to 9, 1932, several
far-reaching changes were made. Significant asmong these was the new
plan for the Council to meet every two years rather than every four,
Also, the committees and commissions were reorganized into eight
major departments, The name of the "Commisesion on Evangelism® was
shanged to the "Department of Hvangelism."S? Under the new plan the
members of the Departmenis were %o be appointed by the Executive
Committee of the Couneil, #Frevious to this time the.Conaditution had
provided that the President of the Council was to appoint the members
of the Commissions,

In the light of the fact that the Council changed its proce=-
dure and held its regular meetings every two years, from.1932 unbil
the present, the writer likewise changed his procedure and congid-
ered the work of the Depértment of Evangelism by bienniums instead of

by ouadrenniums,
Biennium 1933-1934

F4th the new plan of biennial meetings of the Council came &
borresponding change in the tenure of office for the Council offi-
cers., The newly appointed chairmen of the Department of Evangelism,
to succeed Bishop Clippinger, was William Hiram Foulkes, minister of
the Old First Church (Presbyterian), Newark, Wew Jersey. The vice-
chairman was William S, Abernethy, miniaster of Calvary Baptist Church
in Washington D. .90

In keeping with other changes, the Tenth Annual Evangelistic
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Conference ﬁet in pittsburgh, Pénnsylvania, April 19-21, 1933. The
conference had formerly begg held in June but many leaders felt that
if the result of that meeting, at which plans were devised for evan-
gelism during the year, could be known before the ann;al meetings of
the denominations, those plans could be more effectively incorporated
into the general program of each church, 7+ Among the messages
delivered at the conference was one delivered by Dr. William Hiram
Foulkes on the subject "First Things First," and another by Bishop
William F. McDowell, of the Methodist’Eéiscopal Church, on the theme
"That I May Save Some.” This was the most largely attendéd meeting
of the Department.?2 In developing a program for the year 1934, the
main emphasis was placed on the reaching and winning of childhood and
youth to Christ. A "Youth Committee on Evangelism,” numbering
twehty, wae appointed by the Department,

At the Eleventh Annual Conference, held in Columbus, Ohio,
April 3=5, 1934, the emphasis was again placed on the Youth lovement.
This was indicated as followss "Further plans were projected for a
united effort on the part of the denominations and the various youth
.organizations of the churches during the coming year, which will
organize the youth of the Church to reach other youth for Christ."93
Evangelism of children and youth in the Sunday sehools and home was
stressed. New technicues for effective evangelism alsc received
attention. One of the recommendations of the Conference was thet
Asgension day and the day of Pentecost be appropriately observed.

Tre Reek of Prayer, for January 1-7, 1¢73, was observed again

by the Department. Reve. William Hiram Foulkes headed .12 committee

which prepared the Soripture studies, meditations and suggesitions for
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prayer for each day of the weeke?4 1In 1934 the week was 6bserved
from Janusry 8-13.9%

The Fellowship of Prayer devotional booklet, for the Lenten
season of 1933, was prepared by Professor Galus Glenn Atkins of
Auvburn Theological Seminary. Over six hundred thousand copies of the
prayer devotional were sold and disiributed. The 1934 booklet was
prepared by Dr. Charles E. Jefferson, minister Emeritus of the’ Broad-
way Tebernacle in New York. "Men Ought Always to Pray" was the theme
of the daily devotionals. Over six hundred fifty thousand copies were
distributed.90

The first year of this bienniuvm the Department of Evangelism
made a special effort to use the period of Pentecost as a time of
Evangelism. Four definite things were emphasized to make the fifty-
déy period from Easter to Pentecost one.of spiritual and numerical
advance for the Church. It was pointed out that the Easter ingathe-
ering of members was often neglected and thus the conservation of
results was the first point of emphasis; second, the observance of
Ascension Day was advocated; third, the observance of the Upper Ro;m
Anniversary Days; and fourth the observance of Pentecost. In 1934,
the Department reported that the observance of the ILenten period had
met with unusuval results in various parts of the nation. Attendance
and addition of new members was very encouraging and Easter Sunrise
Services were prominent.97

In the early months of 1933, winter conferences on Evangelism
were held in cities throughout the Widdle-west .8 During the week of
January 16=20, the denominational secretaries, or thelr representa=

tives, reached a total of 1,135 ministers besides many laymen in- .
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these conferences., The fall series were called "Spiritual Recovery
Conferences" and included cities in the East.?9 The following was
stated about these conferences prier to the visit to bthese citiess

The purpose is not to present any “cub and
dried” evangelisitic program %o a local
community but rether to stimulate the evan=
gelistic spirit and help the churches
achieve their own goals. One of the most
valusble contributionsg is the deepening of
a gense of united responsibility on the
part of .the pastors.

These conferences are held in co-
operation with the city federations of
churches, The gpeakers, some four or
five in number for each city, are the
officially sppointed representatives of
their denominations.

In November, fifteen different speakers were used in the PFacific
Coast conferences held in seven different cities. The attendance
was large and "the testimony oflmany leaders in Seattle, Portland,
Sacramento, Oakland, Fresno, Los Angeles and San Diego was that a
great stimulus was given to the evangelistie spirit of the
churches. "0l puring January twelve city-wide conferences were held
in Eastern and Southern states.02 It was reported that throughoud
the conferences the attitude of the ministers was one of great ex=
pectancy, that the weeks ahead would show marked evidence of
spiritual revival,}®3 At the conference held for the Manhattan
pastors, under the auspices of the Greater New York Federation of
_Churches, the following themes were among those presented:

"The Imperishable Evangel of Biernzl Salva-

tion," by the Right Rev. Philip Coocl,

Wilmington, Delawares; "A Witnessing Church in

a Changing %World," by Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo, of

Washington, D. Cs3 "The Christ We Forget,® by

Dre. Goodell; "The Evangelism of Childhood and

Youth," by Dr. Bader; "Developing the Life of
the Church Membership," by Dr. F. L. Fagley. - ..
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Dre Co C. Rasmussen of Washington, D C.,

spoke on "The Pastor an Evangelist,®" and %old

how the Lutheran church, of which he is

pastor, had trifled i%s membership in less

than two years,. 04
The Department of Evangelism announced that similar weetings would be
held early in February in Louisville, Nashville, Birmingham, Mont-
gomery and New Orleans.i05

Among the publications made available by the Depariment during

the bienniun was, The Preacher's Morning VWatch, As Was His Custom, and

To-day. Ihe Preacher's Morning Watch was prepared by Bishop Ralph S.

Cushman of the Wethodist Episcopal Church. It emphasized the main-
tenance of the minister's own spiritual life through a daily practice
of prayer and meditation, 10 As Vias His Custom was a manual on
church attendance prepared by a committee under the chairmanship of
Dr. William F. Klein., Its aim was to give the pastor materials which
would be helpful in both an inspirational and a practical way.107
To=day was a monthly'pocketéized devotional booklet containing a
meditation, prayer and Seripture reading for each day.

This biennium, so marked by change, was once again to have its
course altered. In April 1934, the executive secretary, Dr. Goodell
laid down his staff of leadershipe.

An "Apprecistion Dinner® in recognition
of the evangelistic leadership of Dr. Charles
Le Goodell in the Federal Council for the
last sixteen years was held at the Riverside
Churchy, New York, on the evening of May 15,
The occasion was an impressive testimony to
the influence which Dr. Goodell has had in
all denominations and in all parts of the
country in strengthening the evangelistic
impulse and insistently emphasizing the

spiritual note in all the work of the-
Church olm




The full responsibility of the secretariate now devolved upon Dr.

Bader.
Bienniuwm 1935-1936

At the Biennial Meebing of the Fe@eral Counecil held in Dayton,
Ohio, December 4=7, 1934, evengelism received an outstanding note of

emphasise

An address by Dr. Bubtrick, on "The Minister
as Evangelist," was heart-searching and
kindling. His simple narrative of ways in
which as pastor and preacher he had been
led 4o a new sense of the possibilities of
really changing the lives of men and women
inspired many Ho a new comnitment on theilr
own part. The proposal made by Dr. William
Hiram Foulkes, the Chairman of the Federal
Council's Department of Bvangelism, for'a
National Preaching Mission to be held about
a year hence after the most careful prepa-
ration, was received with enthusiasm. I%
is expected that some of the foremost
preachers of other countries will be called
into service for a grest united effort in
interpreting the Christian Gosgel in the
leading ocities of the country, o9

At the January meeting of the Executive Committee of the Couneil, Dr.
William Hiram Foulkes was again elected Chairman of the Department of
Evangelism and Dr. W. 8. Abernethy, Vice-Chairman. 0 .However, be=-
cause of his heavy load of responsibilities, together with his weekly
radio broadecast, and alse because of health reasons, Dr., Foulke:s relii
compelled to resign, as chairman of the Department, early in the
biennium. Dr. Abernethy, Vice-chairman of the Department, became the
new chairman. Dre. Foulkes continued as a member of the Department
and also served as Chairman of the special Committee on the "National

Preaching Mission.® Bighop Ralph S. Cushman of Denver was elected
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Vice=chairman to succeed Dr. Abernethy. He was Chairman of the Com=-
mission on Evangelism of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 111

The Twelfth Annual Conference of the Department was held ab
the Calvary Baptist Church in Washington, D. C. on April 30 and Way
1, 1935, A united evangelistic program was agreed upon which in-
cluded such pointe bf emphasis asy “personal daily devotions, church
attendance, personal and educational evangelism, evangelistic preach-
ing and the care and culture of new members."l12 It was also an-
nounced that plans were going forward for the nation-wide "Preaching
Mission" to be held either in 1936 or early in 1937,

The Universal Week of Prayer was again observed under the
leadership of the Deparitment, in cooperation with the World's Evan-
gelical Alliance, the week of January 7-13, 1935. In the light of
those eritical days, the Department of Evangelism had urged that
every comﬁunity'arrange for an appropriate observance of the Week of
Prayer, uniting with other Christian groups around the world. For

the Wieek of Prayer Janusry 6-12, 1936, the Department went beyond the

usual skeleton outline of other years. A program for each day was
prepared and included a call to prayer, carefully selected hymns,
prayers, Scripture readings, suggestions for silent prayer, and a
'1itany.113 Dr. George Stewart, minister of the First Presbyhterian
Church of Ztamford, Connecticut, prepared the entire program of wor-
ship and i% was found that there was a greater depand for it than in
previous years.

The 1935 edition of the Lenten devotional, the Fellowship of
Prayer was written by Professor Gaius Glenn Atkins, autior of the

1933 edition, around the central theme, "The Resources of Christian




Living." Over seven hundred and fifty thousand copies were sold
which made an increase of approximately one hundred thousand over
the preceding year.u4 Along with the Lenten devotional, a new

publication entitled Baster and Evangelism was made available,

Special evangelistic emphasis was laid upon the Lenten season al-
though the programs were of walue for the entire year, . These

includeds

« o opersonal vigitation, catechetical
classes for boys and girls, evangelistic
meebings, a ministry in hospitals and
jails, the use of the Fellowship of Prayer,
the stimulating of regular church atten~
dance, the holding of special meetings
during Holy Week, the plans for a united
youth movement, keeping churches open
daily for prayer, and the building up of

a constituency roll of prospective members
of the church.ils

Rev. Raymond C. Brooks, head of the Department of Religion at Pomona
College, Claremont, California, prepared the 1936 edition of the

Fellowship of Prayer. The daily meditation was centered around the

theme, "Building a Christian World." . Besides this, the Department
prepared a carefully outlined program of evangelism for the firsﬁ
five months of the year, from New Year's Day to Pentecost. It in-
cludeds "the cultivation of daily prayer, persocnal work by
individuals, the evangelistic emphasis, the building up of church
attendance, and evangelism through religious education.“116

The chief emphasis during 1935 was placed on the preparation
for the National Preaching Mission. The proposal had been made for
this nation-wide preaching venture, at the biennial meeting in
December 1934, by Dr, William Hirazm Feulkes, wh~ was then Chairman of

the Departmen® of Evangelism. A Noftionnl Committee was appointed by
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the Department to be responsible for carrying forward the plans.ll7

Careful preparation was made tilroughout the year 1?35 and on through

until September 1936, when the Preaching Mission began. Farly in

1936 1t was announced that the Mission would begin on September 13

and conclude on December 9, 1936, A total of twenty-five Missions

were to be conducted in cities sll across the country. The program

in each city was to be four days in length according to the following

plans

On Sunday afterncon the churches will come -
together for a great united meebting in one

of the largest halls of the city. During

the three weekdays the program will be
somewhat as follows, subject to modifications
in order to meet the special needs of each
citys

A conference from 10:00 to 12:00 o!'clock
each morning when all the ministers within
a radiug of fifty miles or more will be
brought together. Those speakers not needed
in the ministers! meeting will bring me=sages
each morning to groups in high schools,
colleges, universities snd seminaries.

Each noon a meeting in a downtown
church or theater, and other meetings in
shops and factories. ©Street preaching
will be planned for, weather permitting.
Simultaneous daily luncheons will be held
for carefully selected groups of the most
influential business and professional
leaders. ,

On each of the three afternoons, a
series of seminars of a distinctly educa-

tional character, for both ministers and lay

people, from about 2:00 to 4:00 ofclock, for
study and conference work. Some eight or
ten subjects will be offersd in the several
seminars, such as methods of evangelism in
the local church, religious education, the
curch as a center of community service, the
church and social problems, and the family,
From 4:30 %o 6:00 a series of meetings or
seminars for young people on such subjechs
as the personal religious life, vocational
problems, and youth in social action. In
the evenings, a united meeting of an




evangelistic character will be held in the
largest auditorium in the eity. It is ex-
pected that there will be a2 united choir
composed of singers from the local churches.
After the Wission each local church in
the area will be urged to hold an eight-day
Preaching Wission for intensive follow-up in
its own parish.
An extension program is also being
developed in accordance with which each city
will organize several groups of five or six
speakers to visit clties and communities in
. other parts of the state, for the purgose of
holding a two-dey Preaching Missionet &
In 1936 it became necessary to adjust the schedule of cities, in a
minor way, because two eities originally listed had to be dropped and
others substituted in their places. £ group of fifteen speakers was
scheduled to go together to each of the twenty-five metropoliten
centers which constituted the new 1list. 1% Besides many well known
preachers in America, Dr. E. Stanley Jones of Indis, Dr. T. Z. Koo of
Shanghai, and Wiss Wuriel Lester of London were called upon to take
part in the Mission. A4 list of fifty-five persons, some o serve for
longer, some for shorter pericds, was announced at the outset of the
Migsion and others were added later, making a total of eighty.lzo
A preaching Mission handbook was prepared, giving an outline
in detail of the plans for the conduct of the Mission in each of the
cities. Another booklet entitled The Eight-Day Preaching Mission was
publiéhed for the guidance of the local churches.
On September 13 the National Preaching ¥Wission was launched.
Encouraging reports were received from the beginning and the report
was that the response had exceeded all expecﬁations.lzl In Kansag

City over one thousand different ministers were in attendance at the

minister's conferences and the mass meetings had audiences that

40
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reached as high as fourteen thousand. In Indianapolis the Missioners
were greeted with a deluge of rain bub eigﬁt thousand came through
the downpour and on the fellowing morning over eight huﬁdred minig=
ters braved the storm to attend the first of their conferences. "The
opening session at Birminggam on October 4 drew seven thousand
people, completely filling the auwditorium, with many turned away."122

Billings, Montana, held one of the
unioue Missions of the whole schedule.
Billing[g] has a population of about 20,000,
the smallest of the cities visited, but the
Mission there was in every way the ecval of
those in lerger centers. People came from
the lengbth and breadth of that Widland
Empire. Some came over 500 miles. The
tourist cabins about the Fair Grounds were
all engaged long before the Mission., The
city fathers decorated the streets with
flags in honor of the Mission and the Mayor
issued a public proclamation calling atten-
tlon to its impertance. The Fair Grounds
Pavilion was used for the evening meetings
and on one ogocasion over 7,000 people were
present. 350 ministers were in attendance
at the morning sessions and over 900 persons
attended the afternoon seminars. Billings ig
sharing its rich experience by holding six
One-Day Wissions in strategic centers over
the state of Montanaele3

Summarizing the National Preaching Mission, Dr. Bader, the
Executive Secretary of the Department of Evangelism, reported thats
"Never in the long history of American Protestantism have so many
communions cooperéted together in any enterprise. This resull of
the Mission cannot be over-emphasized.® The Vissioners spcke during
the evenings in cities within a radius of seventy-{ive miles from the
large four-day Missions and thus reached over twelve hundred com-
munities. During the three months, tweniy five thousand ministers

attended the Preaching Mission and a total of about two millioﬁ
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persons were reached in all the meetings. The cities each oréanized
groups of speakers who visited other surrounding towns and held Two-
and One-=day Wissions after the Preaching Mission was overs Yany
local churches also held simultaneous Bight-Day Preschinc Missions
after the city-wide four-dsy meebtings. "In Kansas ity and its one-
hundred-mile area, over tweéty five hundred Eight-Day Wissions were
held during the week of November 15-22,7124

The citles raised their own expense budgets. Some had the
expense of the meetings underwritien long before they were conducted.
The Wissioners received no income from the meebings but their btravel
and living exﬁenses were cared for during the three-=nonth period,
There were no cities which had a deficit after the meetings and some

had a surplus in the treasury for future evangelisiic work.125
Biennium 1937-1933

Rev. Ceorge A. Butirick, passtor of the Madison Avenue
Presbyterian Church in New York, was elected-Chairman of the Depart-
. ment of Evangelism for this periods Rev.e W. S. Kerschner was
elected Vice-chairman. The Biennial Weeting of the Council, held in
Asbury Park, New Jefsey; Degember 9-11, 1936, was characterized by an
emphasis of reflection on the recently completed Preaching Mission,
It was agreed that the Mission was not the end but a movement of
advance, conseouently, the Department of Evangelism was authorized to
plan 8 new united mission to schools, colleges and universities, and
%o carry the Preaching Mission to additional cities between Easter
and Pentecost of the following year.126

The year 1937 was again opened with a Week of Prayer January



4=-10. "The Gospel of God"™ was the general theme around which Rev,
Horgan P. Noyes, minister of the Central Presbyterian Church of
HWontclair, New Jersey, prepared the daily devobional, 27 The 1938

version of the Week of Prayer, January 3-9, outlined topies for dis-

cussion and suggesbions for Scripture reading as followss

January 3 "In the Beginning God"
Prayer for the Rediscovery of the
Reality of God
January 4 ‘“"Barriers Burned Away®
Prayer for Forglveness
January 5 "The Body and the Bride of Christ®
Prayer for the Holy Catholic Church
January 6 "From the East and the West, the
North and the South®
Prayer for the Nations
dJanuary 7 "Power From On High®
Prayer for a Spiritual Awakening
January 9 "Thy Kingdom Come'
Prayer for the Coming of the
Kingdom of Heaven on Rarthli<8

This material for the Heek of Prayer was prepared by Dr. William

Hiram Foulkes, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Churche.

The 1937 Fellowship of Prayer for the Lenten Season was pre-

pared by Dr. William L. Sperry, Dean of the Divinity School of
Harvard University. The general theme was "Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus." It was announced that a Children's .
Fellowship of Prayer had been prepared around the theme "Thoughts of
God for Boys and Girls.” This was launched by the Connecticut
Council of Churches and Religious Education with which the Federal
Couneil of Churches was cocperating in the interest of extending the
plan on a natiénal basis.129 The 1932 edition of the prayer devoe
tional was again prepared by Dr. Williard L. Spefry. The general

theme was "The Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face
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of Jesus Christ." About seven hundred thousand copies of the devo-
tional were distributed.lBO It was also announced that the Council

had issued an eight-page bulletin entitled “A United Advance in

Evangelism’ %o guide pastors and leaders in local churches for the
period from New Year's Day to Peﬁtecost. The program was oubtlined in
three sections:
An Every—Member Commitment to Christ and
the Church: DNew Year's Day to Ash Wednesday
(January l<March 2)
A United Advance in Personal Living: Ash
Wednesday to Easter (March 2-April 17)
i Puilienat (hietn Tnapag AIILT o)
P une
It wvas announced that a meebting of the Federal Council's
Department of Evangelism would be held on June 22, 1954, at Bast
Horthfield, Magsachusetts. It was to be held in conjunction with the
"Council on Evangelism for Our Day: Message and Methods," which was
to be in session at Northfield June 21-25, The Council on Bvangelism
was a part of the observance of the centennial of the birthday of
Dwight L. Moody. Prineipal John 8, Whale, of Chestnut College,
Cambridge, England, was scheduled to deliver a series of addresses
on "The Chrisbtian Message” and sectional eonferences were planned %o
deal with methods of evangelism among youth and students and on the
part of pastors, religious educators, and laymen.l32
The Department, in 1938, led in waking the two-hundredih
anniversary of John Viesley's Aldersgate experience an interdenomi-
national as well as a Methodist occasione. The evangelistic confer-
ence held prior to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church

planned to devote a whole day to the anniversary observance. The

Northern Baptist Convention also planned 4o recognize the
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anniversary.133~ The Department of Evangelism urged that the churches
hold united meetings on or about May 24 which was the anniversary
day. The annual meeting of the Department was scheduled to be held
at the Council headquarters in New York, on June 17, to lay plans for
the University Christian Mission, to be held in the fall, and %o
congider other important aspects of the oooperative program in
evangelism.134 |

In accordance with plans outlined at the Biennial Yeeting in
December 1936, the Preaching Mission was carried on throughout the
year 1937, The same general procedure was followed as in 1936. FEach
of the missions conbinued for four days and were projected on the
same city-wide basis. Two missions were held in April, one at
Denver, April 15-183 and the second at Winneapollis-St. Paul, April
18-21, The Denver Mission attracted ministers from the entire state;
Following the Mission, fifteen one=iay missions were schednled for
different cities of Colorado., The Minneapolis youth meeting ex-
ceeded all records in connection with the National Mission, nearly
five thousand were present. A total of seventy three thousand
persons atbended the one hundred thirty meetings held in Minneapolis
and St. Paul,l35

The fail schedule included twelve widely scattered cities
across the country.136 On Septeﬁber 26, 4in 88l% Lake City, Utah, the
1937 fall schedule began. The list of'missioners included six from
other countries and farty=four from the United States.137 There were
three new "highs" registered during the year. At Richmond, Virginia,
the Women's Meetings had the largest attendance recorded with a total

of seven thousand five hundred present on the three mornings; the




46

Yinneapolis-5t. Paul Youth Meeting was the largest youth meeting
held, with five thousand people present; the schedule of one-day
missions in Kansas just previous to the Wichita Mission was the bests
sixty-five such missions were held. 133

Just before the completion of the fall itinerary it was noted
thats

A significant feature of the Mission
schedule during these weeks has been the
interest manifested by public officials., In
Albany, N. Y., a luncheon was sponsored by
Governor Lehman and ¥ayor Thatcher. In
Richmond, a similar luncheon was held with
Governor-elect Price presiding and a notable
group of public officials present, including
Governor Peery. In most of the Mission
cities the Mayor and others have shown
interest; and in some cases an official
appeal has been made for the support of the
Mission,

The 1936-1937 Preaching Missions's total outreach was to every part

~ of the United States, except for areas in the vicinity of the
Dakotas and New Wexico, if it is assumed that the influence of the
Mission reached out in a radius of two hundred miles from each of the
great centers visited.:4C Rev, Deane Edwards, Associate Director of
the National Preaching Mission, reported that:

"The 1937 Missions were carried forward
with the same anticipation, the same -zeal,
the same congecration and the same beneficial
results ss those of last year. Some Nissions
were more effective than others--as was the
case in 1936-=but it has been fully demon-
strated that the spirit has carried on, that
the smaller population centers are fully
able to handle a complete Wission program
and that the Missioners have glven oubstand-
ing leadership even though no one individual
hag been a key figure for the entire Mis-
gione "141

The schedule for 1937 closed with the Mission held in Jacksonville,




Florida from December 2-5.
[ 2

Even though the National Preaching Mission closed in December
1937, the impulse which it gave to & united evangelistic program
still continued. State-wide preaching missions were held in New
Hampshire and Maine and the Norih Dakota Association of Denomina=-
tional Superintendents began to plan for a state-wide mission to be
held in the autumn of 1938, It was announced thaet six missions would
be held in Qix different centers of the State.+4?

In January of 1933, announcement was ﬁade of a "University
Christian Mission" which was to be conducted at the invitation of
leading educational institubtions of the nation. The movement, which
was in the main an outgrowth of the National Preaching Wissions, was
§cheduled to be a united effort carried on by the Federal Couneil and
other agenclies working in the student field. In the early months of
1937, a joint committee was formed to initiate plans in order to

present the claim of Christisn faith and 1life upon students of

America.

The Student Departments of both the Young
Yen's and the Young Women's Christian Assoc-
iations, the Student Volunteer Movement, the
denominational boards of education cooper-
ating in the Council of Church Boards of
Education and especially in its University
Commizsion, were all invited to designate
their official representatives upon the
Committee, which was then organized under
the chairmenship of Dr. John A. Mackay,
President of Princeton Theological Semi-
nary, whose influential leadership among
thoughtful Christians is recognized on 2ll
gides., The vice-chairman is Miss Mary E.
Markley of the Lutheran Egard of Education.
The honorary chairman is Yiss WMary E.
Woolley, President Emeritus of lount
Holyoke College. The director of the
University Christian Mission is Dr. Jesse

-

a7




M. Bader, Executive Secretary of the Federal

Council's Department of Evangelism, whose

vision and organizing genius were chiefly

regpongible for the success of the National

Preaching Wission. Rev. John Maxwell Adams,

who was for several years a student pastor

at Ohio State University, and is now Director

of Student Work for the Presbyterian Board

of Christian Education, has been secured as

fCampus Secretary® for the University

Chrigtian Wission, and for several months

has been engaged in assisting the instiiu-

tions which are interested in the movement.l43
Plans were laid for a group of outstanding Christian leaders, about
fifteen in number drawn from the various denominations, to be
assembled %o go to the educational institubtions and work as a wunit,
In most cases the schedule called for spending an entire week on esch
Mmpus.w

The first institution visibted was the University of Ohio,

January 16-23, 1938. The program included "fireside sessions" which
were held in more than fifty fraternities, sororities and dormi-
tories. A daily luncheon meeting was held for the members of the
faculty, followed by a presentation of the meaning of the Christian
Gospel.t45 At the University of North Carolina, January 23-23 and
the University of Wisconsin, February 20-27, & program of similar
character was carried out. The President of the University of North
Carolina, Dr. Frank P. Graham, declared that: "if the Mission had
brought to the campus nothing more than the remarkable address by
Te Z. Koo, which began with an analysis of the far Eastern situation
and ended with an appeal for personal commitment to Christ, it would
have been eminently worith while."146 Te Zo Koo was an eminent

Christian leader in China., Wore than a score of outstanding leaders

participated in the leadership of the missions.147
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Because of the success of the University Christian Mission,
held in the spring, plans were laid for visits to thirteen other
institutions in the £all.X48 paul J, Braisted, Ph.D.; General Secre=-
tary of the Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, became
Campus Secretary for the University Christian Wission on April 1. He
succeeded Rev., J. Maxwell Adams whose btwelve month leave-of-absence
from the Presbyterian Board of Christian Education had expired. In
April, Dr, Braisted visited several educational institutions on the
Pacific Coast which were interested in the University Christian
Mission.149 It was reported by the Federal Couneil Bulletin, offic-
ial publication of the Couneil, that evidence was multiplying that
the time was ripe for a fresh religious movement in the colleges and
universities. The University Christian Mission was designed to meet
this challenge by projecting its program as followss

The speakers will appear before the students

in the classrooms upon invitation of profes-

sors. Public meetings will be held each

- evening. Visits will be made upon invitation

to fraternities, sororities and dormitories.

Discussion groups on special subjects will be
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