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Y notee of the merryeg09round mingled with the Bacred
1t wag propoeed to sell the north lot of the pnrgonage

Lo a former pagtor, who would never let It get into the
anybody who would embarrass the church; i oppoeed the gale;
. Bold, and became a wood yard. The parsonage ',valold and
inadequate; we had a chance to buy a residence on the corner oppo-
Bite to the church as the old one wag on a corregponding corner

on he opposite, a house that matched the church in style of archl—
texture and material, and it waB opposed becauBe it would be a bet—
ter houBe than most of the members had; they turned the bargain down,
and it cost thousandB of dollars more before they got the present

hOUCIJeI built. And BO on and on. It would almost seem as if my op—
Position would unsure bhe success of an enterprise and deep re—
gret later on the part of thOBe Who have succeeded.

and the merr
hymne

grounds,
hands o2

. . I could give you a running account of my life, th
little detail B, but Itm almost eure that is not what you want. An
old copy of Imote Jho in America, or '7Thcts

. . g on the Pacific Coast,
or Villdn Oregon would give you Borneof this. T born August
29, 1875, at Amo, Indiana. I'menTI was seven yeerg old, the familv

moved to Lcru Lake, some seven miles west of Traverge City. A fe'i
more years and we were living in Traverse City, end I was attending

the Traverse City High School. father accepted the pasborate of
the 1little Friends Church at llanton, at a support of $100 a year.
Ali the family that were to work and earn bit did 30e I con—

tinued in Traverse City till January, 1892, Then I had to Join the
family at 'Kanton. i graduated from the Yanton High School that year.
I taught in the Round Top school near Zaple City When I vas 17;
graduated from the Traverse City Eigh School in 1894; taught in other
schools near Grawn, the Pegg school, the Yayfieid School, the Onaway
cchool, and head of'the school at Roger3 Oi the county gent
of Presque Isle County. Asked to take a posibion on the Btaff of

the Daily Eagle I went back to Traverse Ci Torked on this job
for over a year, Then I left mutual consent o0? me and the manage—
menta Sold life insurance for a tine, then took a job as reporter

on the other daily, the ).lornin®Record, later the Evening Record.
Married Bertha 'ita'IVaters, and my daughters Yary Esther and Bertha
ray were born. Their no ther died when the latter was only 20 days old.
Worhed up to city editor, then the call came to take the paszorate

of two Little country churches, WestLand and Western

lesB than two years; then two years as pastor of Old Wabash and
South Tabash for a year and the second year of South Wabasb; then
pas tor of Fnightstovn meeting fur two years, with thg privilege

of attending Earlham College; then pastor of South Eighth 3tlareet
church for two years; then called to the presidency of Pacific

College.

Those are some of the '(barebones" facts, witb one o:
most impor tant events omitted, my Larriage with Rebecca Kidd, Wlth
whom I became acquainted while teaching at Crzway, before my first

marriage Anything that I nay have accomplished since our marriage,
during my first pastorate, was largely because o? her help, en—'t'
couragement, inspiration. 3ub all that would not make very eéexciting

reading, and I can tt in.agineyour using much o: it 1if any.

If you and I could be together fur a vtvee]g or a ﬁgnthSince
or year. maybe I could give vyou what vou woul% Wgr}d betion Lot
that does not seem likely to ha>pen, I wonder 1
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walt and see 1 ok ik
‘ n irst draft of my "Random Recollec
§;23;£;'§1“°“- then ggzttﬁgi:hgle mass of material revised and
and then nto some gort of order if possible; then get it ty?od;
think it :eo if it containe anything that will help you., I'd not
haps th mpossible that I might get it put into print, though per=-
€ eXpense would be prohibitive.

Four r learning (isn't that a
IR ot of HiES believe that it would

high-sounding phras to make me

be useful fog ?utﬁrz?giﬁiﬁrfﬁﬂinfo have some twenty-five or thirty
bushels of my correspondence stored away in their archives. They
include George ¥Yox, "arlham, Haverford and the University of Oregone
Priday of next week two men from the last named institution, the
Acquisition Tibrarian and the curator of Special Collections, are
0 call on me in an effort to induce me to "cease and desist" in
the murderous work I have been doinz in burning up nine tenths of
the mase of correspondence that I have been accumulating for ycars.
Since away back when I have written from 1000 to 1500 lehteza a
year, and while I am sure mcst of that 1s not worih saving ior

ten minutes, to say nothing of saving it for centuries, they are
going to see if they can't drive a dray up nere and geb some score
and a half of boxes to take back to 7ugene, The one thing 1 &R
sure of is that they'll not Go that, If I had kept a diary ior
the past seventy years, that might be an interesting document, obutb
how a letter to my daughter telling her that I had slipped cn a
wet rock and jommed my big toe against another rock and blackened
the nail could be of any importance to a future historian is beyond
me. Anyhow if the burning of thousands of my letters, as has al-
ready happened, will make future historians miss something, they'll
never know that they have missed it, and 8o it won't be missed,

I'm ashamed of all this wocrthless chatler, but‘l'm not
ashamed encugh sc thabt I'll destroy it and see if I can't Go better,

with best wishes, one of which is that I could give you
the help that you desire and give it to you now, 1 am

Sincerely your friend,

dh L g



