),

GEORGE Fox

UNIVERSITY Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Levi Pennington People
9-15-1965

Levi Pennington To Errol Elliott, September 15, 1965

Levi T. Pennington
George Fox University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington

Recommended Citation

Pennington, Levi T., "Levi Pennington To Errol Elliott, September 15, 1965" (1965). Levi Pennington. 347.
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/347

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the People at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Levi Pennington by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George
Fox University. For more information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.


http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/archives_people
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F347&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/347?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F347&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu

A3l 3eptember 16, 1966,

Errol T, ®lliott,
27¢ N.W, Seventh,
Richmond, Indiana.

Dear Triendi-=-

Your letter of August 31 should have had an ear-
lier reply but for the fact that I have been buried with work since
its receipt, -nd even now I have not dug out enough so that I can
even be sure that I understand exactly what youwish I'd send you,
or bring you, or have you come out and get, or transmit by thought
waves, or whatever,

I've been trying for months to get writien two episodes
in the life of Oregon Yearly Meeting, and it isn't done yety and I
have little idea when I can get at it again, I got back just before
Midnight Sunday night from an American ¥riends Service Committee
"'Tetreat" at seabeck, and found an accumulation of correspondence
that is still formidable, thouszh [ have given this old Remington 12
a real beating,

These Rambling Recollections of which I am sure I must
have written you, as not a connected story. And a story like that
of Oregon's withdrawal from the 7ive Years Meeting cean be got with
official accuracy only from the minutes of Oregon Yearly Meeting
and the minutes of the Five Years Meeting, and as far as Oregon
Yearly Meeting is concerned there is a mass of this material, com=-
munications from Oregon to the Wive Years Meeting and backs I have
not copied all of that, and you have access to tall that and can
spend as many weary hours going over it as I have done. I have
been trying to bring into my story some of the background, the
side lights, the things that go on back of the curtain, and it
does not make a nice story. The same is true of Oregon's withdrawal
from the American Friends Service Committee and its opposition to
that body.

Personally I cannot see where my work has been of any
great significance to Quakerism, unless it should be that I helped
to keep Pacific College alive until such a time as somebody else
could do for it what has brought about the great change of the
past five years or so. I tried to keep Oregon in the Five Years
VMeeting, but it seceded., I tried to keep it from withdrawing from
the American 7riends Service Committee, but it withdrew, denies the
use of the yearly meeting house, which i the hause of worship of
Newberg M¥onthly Meeting, to any representative of the AFSC and ad-
vises all local meetings to do the same,

Locally much the same sort of thing has happened over
and over again, They wanted to sell the western half of the two
blocks on which the church stood; I opposed it; they scld it and
for years a street carnival was there the week of yearly meeting,



\\\:hat does not seem 1

2,
and ¢
.?0 ?:r:z notes of the merryegodround mingled with the sacred
Pryons LN sfpropoaed to sell the north lot of the parsonage
ey o} : g dormer pastor, who would never let it get into the
4 ae 'Olgy 0 g who would embarrass the church; [ opposed the sale;
1nadequat”.':nhageoamo a wood yard, The parsonage wes was old and
G108 42 tale ¢ a8 chance to buy a residence on the corner oppo=-
QO R  opgibit ¢h as the old one was on a corresponding corner
Niivero ity ma; aihouae that matched the church in style of archi-
64 Bivae er tl. and it was opposed because it would be a bet-
~ e e most of the members hadj they turned the bargain dewn
Konse ithit iggands of dollare more before they got the present :
T W 80 on and on. It would almost seem as if my op=-
3 Ly insure the success of an enterprise =~ and de .
ater on the part of those who have Bucceeded, S i

I could give you a runni
3 P xr ng account of
little details, but I'm almost sure that is notowh:{ ;iﬁe;a;thh An

01d copy of Who's Who i i ’ ]
;g @ho's Who in Oregonlgos?gréiié ;zujgg;: 2?0t§?stneIPaCif;c coiab, t

s 1875, at Amo, Indiana, vhen I was se 3 ; A S
moved to Long Lake, some seven miles wesbven iears e i s 4
it ek S of Traverse City. A few
i(3 Tiavegszng':e were livin§ in Traverse City, and I was attending
SRt Jitiit Vri;ngsﬂgﬁgrgghog-& fy father accepted the pastorate of

] C at Manto
All the family that were able to wgl’:ka;ng 22??2%‘1‘2 gigoaa Y e
Einued in Traverse City till January, 1892, when I had to 351 tgon-
family at Manton. I graduated from the Manton High Sch = .
3 So0eht in" the Rodnd = : 3 Zh School that year,
©p school near Maple City when I was 17

graduated from the Traverse City High School in 1894; taught i; ther
schools near Grawn, the “egg schocl, the Mayfield Scﬁool the g .y
scheol, and was head of the school at Ragérs City, the c;unl 2zzay
of Presque Isle County., Asked to take a gosition’on the stagfsof‘
the Daily Eagle I went back to Traverse City. Worked on this job
for over a year, when I lefi by mutual consent of me and the manage-
ment. Sold life insurance for a time, then took a joﬁ as reporter
on the other daily, the Morning Record, later the Evening Record
Married Bertha May Waters, and my daughters Mary Esther and Bertﬁa
¥ay were born. Their mother died when the latter was only 20 days old.
worhed up to city editor, then the call came to take the pasgorate
of two little country churches, Westland and Western Grové,, There
less than two years; then two years as pastor of 0ld Uabaaﬁ and
South 7abash for a year and the seccnd year of South Wabash; then
pastor of Knightstown meeting fur two years, with the privilege
of attending Earlham College; then pastor of South Eighth Street
church for two years; then called to the presidency of “acific

College.

Those are some of the "bare bones" facts, with one of
most important events omitted, my marriage with Rebecca Kidd, with
whom I became acquainted while teaching at Cnaway, before my first
marriage. Anything that I may have accomplished since our marriage,
during my first pastorate, was largely because of her help, en-
couragement, inspiration. 3ut all that would not make very exciting
reading, and I can't imagine your using much of it if any.

If you and I could be together fur a week or a month

or a ar, maybe I could give you what you would want Irom me. Since
sy ikelygto hzgpe-, I wonder if we'd bettler not



3

walt and see 1 ok ik
‘ n irst draft of my "Random Recollec
§;23;£;'§1“°“- then ggzttﬁgi:hgle mass of material revised and
and then nto some gort of order if possible; then get it ty?od;
think it :eo if it containe anything that will help you., I'd not
haps th mpossible that I might get it put into print, though per=-
€ eXpense would be prohibitive.

Four r learning (isn't that a
IR ot of HiES believe that it would

high-sounding phras to make me

be useful fog ?utﬁrz?giﬁiﬁrfﬁﬂinfo have some twenty-five or thirty
bushels of my correspondence stored away in their archives. They
include George ¥Yox, "arlham, Haverford and the University of Oregone
Priday of next week two men from the last named institution, the
Acquisition Tibrarian and the curator of Special Collections, are
0 call on me in an effort to induce me to "cease and desist" in
the murderous work I have been doinz in burning up nine tenths of
the mase of correspondence that I have been accumulating for ycars.
Since away back when I have written from 1000 to 1500 lehteza a
year, and while I am sure mcst of that 1s not worih saving ior

ten minutes, to say nothing of saving it for centuries, they are
going to see if they can't drive a dray up nere and geb some score
and a half of boxes to take back to 7ugene, The one thing 1 &R
sure of is that they'll not Go that, If I had kept a diary ior
the past seventy years, that might be an interesting document, obutb
how a letter to my daughter telling her that I had slipped cn a
wet rock and jommed my big toe against another rock and blackened
the nail could be of any importance to a future historian is beyond
me. Anyhow if the burning of thousands of my letters, as has al-
ready happened, will make future historians miss something, they'll
never know that they have missed it, and 8o it won't be missed,

I'm ashamed of all this wocrthless chatler, but‘l'm not
ashamed encugh sc thabt I'll destroy it and see if I can't Go better,

with best wishes, one of which is that I could give you
the help that you desire and give it to you now, 1 am

Sincerely your friend,

dh L g
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