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9731 geptemner <O, Loub,

Errol T, Blliott,
2% N. W, Seventh Street,
Riechmond, I[ndiana. 47376,

Dear Triendiem

It will certainly be good to see you, and 1 hope
you will be my guest if you can sbtand it, It won't be as 16 wes
when Rebecoa was here, bub such a welcome o8 | can give you willk
certaindy be yours. And I wish [ could share your confidence that
I can really be of help to you.

I am trying hard, thus far with only hali a day thus
far to show for it, to geh on with my Rambling Hecollections of
Ninety Happy Years. I[f and when [ get ot done so that it can be
tyved, I shall hope to have it pul into more readible form than
it i8 in now, written as it is partly by hand and partly on this
old Remington 12, at ilntervals covering more than 20 years, wibh
duplications that I hope can be largely weeded oub, and with vast
areas of time and space omiuted because of lLittle interest or pro-
fit to anybody. '

Yesterday I had a visit from the Acquisition Librarian
and the Curator of Special Collections, who'd like to have me turn
over the remaining 25 bushels of correspondence bodily to them,
duns and order for underwear and explanations why bills could not
be paid, and doggerel rhymes to cheer somebody who is ill, accounts
of an accident that blackened a left big toe nail, and fruitless
attempts to catch fish, and thanks for a new Christmas neck tie,
and the time when a couple who spenit & week end in our cottage at
the coast lef't zome cereal cut where the mice coulid get at it, and
the glad word was spread around until the house was so well sup=-
ploed with mice that we caught 15 of them the first evening we were
out there -~ and things of even more historical importance than any
cne @8 these things, if you can imagine anything more inportant
than they are -- these two gentlemen would like to send a aray or
some thing for the whole 25 bushel boxed, (Why, these boxes are
vorth 20 cents apiece, without lids, and every one of them has a
1id that fits mouse=-proof tight.)

The two hardest chapiers are those on Oregon Yearly Meet-
ing, hard tu know what to write and what not to write. Should I
rell of 4CS's attacks on Kirby Page, "He is a cgmmunisti he admitted
in Boise, where he was hooled cut cof town; he is supporied by funds
from Moscow”, snd on the American Friends Service Committee, "The
American Friends Service Committee does not have one thing that we
can use, it is spiritually rotten, and any young ¥riend who works
with the orgsnization will do so at the peril of his immortal soul%,
8hall I tell of the long fight against the "ive Years Meeting, and
his argument that when the local yearly meetings combined to form
the Pive years Meeting theybecame guilty og the sin of nicolitanism
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== thatf's the way he always pronounced it =~ and violaticn of the
scriptures which give no warrant for any ecclesiastical organiza-
tion except the local meeting, and hie final assurance that "The
Piv: Years Meeting is a thing which God hates", this from the pen
of LIH. This sometime Friend has long since gone to his reward,

but his descendants are still alive, nad one of his grandsons has

ne emall place in Cregon Yearly Meeting; but ACS is very much alive,
hees & prominent place in Cregon Yearly Meeting, and sent me & birthe

day greetin., "Toc a msn with whom I often dissgree but still regard
&g ny friend.*

If some day I shculd get finished the first draft of
*Rembling Recoliectiona" and should loan you a copy of it, if you
carried out the painful task of reading it, cerkhaps it might sug-
gest the questions you will want to ascek me when we meet,

“ith the hope thet yon will noet be too much aisagpointed
when ycu seek what help you think I can give you, anc wibs happy
eanticipations of seeing ycu some time, ,

Sirncerely jour friend,

I intended to mention what one might call the Light and
Shade of Quaker hisiory. Sometimes the terrible wrecks that some
I'riends, especisally some Friends ministers, bave made of their lives
force themselves orn my memory btill it seeme slmost crushing. The
man who once served &2 pastor ¢f the neeliing which was my last pas-
torate and whe was once clerk ¢f Indiana Yearly Meeting, who threw
away everything that was mest werth while and ran eway with tne young
woman who served in their hcusehold; the men who wae once pDasLor
of the church which you last served =zs Pastor who did the same sort
of thing; the man whose address at the ?ive Years ¥eeling both He=-
becoa and I held tc be the very best thing of the mnumamtEmh entire
program whe fell in the same way -- that last actually made me pnys=-
ically ill for a little while -- how widely ought these things to
be known? The David and Bath-Shedba history has been too often re=-
peated among Quaker preachersI have just had a call from a woman
whe belongs to a well-known Quaker family of Oregon Yearly XMeeiling
and whose husband is a FPriends Xinister who is distressed because
her sister and her daughter are in a place in California where few
people live who kncw anything about Priends, and who have been em-
barrassed no end by that méve towsrd a more liberal attitude toward
pre=marital sex indulgence =- they do not come far from actually
recommending it -- that has its beginnings, I think, in Fngland,
but ies getting some support in America, And that article in Quaker
life which told us that it was our Christian duty to drink alcoholiec
liquors that we might the more readily reach the cnes who dc partake
of the cup that inebriates. How glad I am that I have kxnown Allen
Jay,and Ira C. Johnson, and Jeseph O. Binford, and my father, and
Isaac Sharpless, and “ufus ¥. Jones, and ¥ead A, Kelsey, and Ere
rel T. Elliott, and Andrew Nitchell and a host of others, for whose
moral code and cocnduct never needed an apolegy.
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