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I 

in most communities surrounding a major 

metropolitan that a new family does not move into town. 

cleric or lay worker need to look to fields for 

those are not challenged by the they came into 

new community, they brought in addition to household goods, 

of 

local 

attitudes. They were 

Lutherans, Methodists, 

they moved into 

Congregationalists, 

s, Penticostals, 

community by 

local church 

Church, they became the responsibility 

that community. 

Can from 

and work 

from such 

to a 

be brought into a 

harmoniously? can done to 

:religious environments become 

church? of 

them served a probationary period in their former church 

before they were accepted for s were accepted 

for 

all 

on 

are some who 

of 

of their .. conversion... In addition 

completed differing length courses of study 

practices of their church. 

OF 

The of this study was to discover means for 

preparation prior to admissio:rt to the Evangelical 

Brethren Church, and on the of re findings to 



propose a suitable for such training. was 

to answer the question, • • type of training be 

provided to orient those coming from differing into the 

Evangelical United Church? •• 

THE 

mobility of people to 

to 

whether was adequate to inform those who to come into the 

United Population prediction indicate 

the Pacific have a 

in by the 19 Not only 

of the Church face a mobility. every 

1 

of will 

similar movement 

A aspect of the artificial division of 

ran 

conversion, or an intellectual 

This study was ........ , ........ .,. to an inquiry into the 

determined the those which included 

in any .proposed done in the 

United Brethren Church as as some denominations 

21, 19 vol. LIV, 



utilizing 

in this field, 

sources. 

For the purpose of 

follows: 

study 

3 

are 

were 

to 

this 

of 

Church. 

prospect: were 

into 

I.VJ.Q.,u. :v terms which use 

one of these terms. this study 

rrtethod on 

soul to Saviour. 

·as oral instruction • 

.'::::!!!!::!:.!!!..!:!!:;:!...!:!:~~s:,:• Cate.chetieal classes were 

the more traditional lines question answer. 

found in the more' 

was 

harmony, the 

in use 

quotes. 

which it was 

of this study when 

was without the name of a 

who were 

to 

uced 

some as of little 

was 

word Church 

it to 

the Evangelical United Church. In the sections where it was 



those 

when 

the of :name 

without the first 

to to 

to 

were in a of 

the belief or enter more fully into church. 

dechdo:n, choice. 
God. This new birth is 

of the Holy life. 

classes. 

the elai!.HU?:s meet 

to 

to 

1 .. 

usually 

to 

of _ .£!>nstitutes !. Convert, p. 

4 



a cove:r term to 

rso:n enters 

to 

and 

to 

5 . 

mem-



and 

was 

teJ:s 

was sent to a 

to 

at 

as to 



of the 

11.0t nazne 

were 

Church. 

give a. 

this was the 

to 

church. 

while the 

zation, 

to to 

was 

lost, as 

rs to unite 

a 

as such it 

an 

or 

Illinois. "'" ........ u. .. ,~,.,..,. 

All 

rana.o:rn selection. to 

cove 

as 

in 

se 

s 

was 

to 

work. 

rs 



Also as with the 

to as effective a 

responsibility to this 

enables those entering it to effective .... u.;a .. ,, ..... 

able to function :more harmoniously. 

Church functions the :more effective it and 

in the purpose of their Lord, namely to 

Christ as Lord 

s 

has a 

sus 

8 



HISTORICAL 



along many highways today, one cannot help but 

wonder why the are not straight. The answer is found in the 

history of the development of roads. With exception of a few, 

most follow either the animal h•ails, which because ....... , ..... ,.., .. £ 

trails, or property lines; these became wagon trails, 

fina.lly developed widened into the roads of today. To 

highways of today, a knowledge of their past is 

necessary. 

same is true of the educational program of a church. A 

knowledge its history essential to an understanding of its 

sent purpose of this chapter is to investigate the 

Evangelical United Church its pred-

ecessors to uncover the 

influenced 

attitudes which have 

preparation of prospective 

factors that entered still effect the preparation of 

church members today. The period from 1800 until 1946 was a 

formative period. 

lying attitudes. 

purpose was to bring to light those under­

desires, that what, why and the way 

it was better understood. 

_ Beginning _ Background of !.!!. Church. 

Evangelical the Chu:r were 
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born during the Second Great 

to trace the events leading to the formation of these bodies, but some 

facts were lifted. The primary purpose was to bring the Gospel to 

the Germans. The Church fathers considered working as of the 

Methodist Church, which at that time preached the same message as the 

founders of the Evangelical United Church, but the Methodists 

were sure the German language would soon die out. 

The background of these early bodies, while d:i:ffering in many 

ways, had some points of similarity. The majority of the people came 

from Lutheran, Reformed and Mennonite backgrounds. In many 

cases the contact with these other churches was a formal one only, 

very spasmodic. Jacob Albright was a typical example of this 

type of connection. His parents were Lutherans, but the home was 

open to all traveling ministers. was brought to see his need of 

Christ through the influence of the Lutheran pastor and a Reformed 

layman who was also an associate of Otterbein, but was not assured 

of peace until he sought God himself. At first joined the Methodist 

Church. Many of the early converts came from similar circumstances. 

There was a connection with the church in tbe past, but ministers 

were few, and many of them had been astray by the theological 

plagues of Europe. The result was that the people had a vague 

concept of the possibility of a peace with God, but were only too 

well aware of the need in their own life. Many of these persons had 

been trained in the Reformed or Lutheran churches. 1 

ls. P. Spreng. J!istorl C?! ~Evangelical Church, p. 11. 
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Both the and Churches used the Catechism 

to train those available in the Christian Faith. The Mennonite groups 

used a less formal, but equally effective way preparing their 

prospects for membership. Here the training experience took place 

in the home. The parents on to the children by example and 

conversation the content of their religious belief. It may be this 

lack of formal training was partially the reason Martin Boehm felt 

inadequate when he was by lot to preach, prior to the call 

he received from Christ while he was plowing in the field. 1 

The three leaders furnished a example of that which was 

catechieal and formal training as in the Church. 

He catechism from church as a youth, the formal 

training at the University for ministry$ yet it was not until 

the Holy had completed his preparation in the broom closet 

one Sunday afternoon, that 

effectiveness. 

was able to on to his greatest 

had the background a very simple life. Supposedly 

was under the direct leader of the Spirit. 

yet his instruction not through the accepted channel,. but 

while he was plowing and praying. Albright was led through the 

instrumentality of traveling preachers, Methodists, Lutheran and 

United Brethren to seek peace with 

It would seem as if the times were almost alive with a hunger 

History of ~Church _ ~ United Brethren 
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not 

that held 

two 

the -~---·-- was on 

given to this 

tl'attt, to save 

to come, 

they went 

It was some 

converts 

was 
1 

to 

so:r:row. 

0 



best poss 

sorru:~ even s 

pe 

converts 

or to be 

P~'~ace. (2) 

ld by 

was the 

was 

the 

re was some 

.. 

14 

peace 

who ex-

result was an. 

to 

of this was: 0) 

cate 

r relationship with As 

r to peace, 

in a cate and 

, and bas Ch:r 

sion in a manner 

it not been 

the case, but 

.. 
' 

one and 
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r as conversion l may seem so 

g but it is that 

is e.nd was 

as the twenty 

sermon re-

in to twelve 

but 

was obviously real 

an meeting 

for spiritual class 

Voluntarily the members 

The to reveal to of 

were 

The were able to make an contri-

bution to recent type 

an Today called variously, 

"Group dynamics" or church, • .. groups. 

to 

of the 

the accounts 

place re 

l Personal Corre 
r 20, 1957, 

for was 
reception of n~embers." 

ct 

2 Albright, cit., p. 187. 

was to carry 

were so concerned 

was concern 

groups were not 

This t.rJas a time of open 

''The main 
without it there was to be no 
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to nam(1 In 1 was made 

that would be hScd 

one s were tolerate 

ss 

these 

who were as 

a class 

that is 

was 

who would give se In 

the was upon one 

to 

The in 

person cmswer 

yours • emd are 

you ?" 

answer was in s were 

the was made 

to answer to come, 

and But 

are ex:.pe to upon are some 

statements, e.g. of' 

1Ibid., p. 10-14. 
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G '. be 

nature 

an be 

it~ 

out 

to 

re 



1 

to d::J so? aloud, 

rules to sc was as 

salva.tio:n. noted 

also is out 

rs had access to 

cate comrnents at the 

was 

as 

question and answer with renee 

the answer 

to cate ss of the 

cate r to 

ete comrnission he was under 

and As 

cit., 



1 

a section; then catechist 
ses take occasion to 

new from Scriptures texts more 1 minutely explain and inculcate the doctrines. 

every 

into 

quotation 

necessity a 
but the 

.......... ..,.. .... this one of their major em­
the2evangelistic fervor 

................ ocrenee. • • 

would 

s not come an early day the of the church. 

19 

material an active on member ... 

to the 

it: it is not to 

side of the church, 

"""''··"~"' eorre 
Evangelical Theological i:)emlLna•r 

was not 

catechisms. 

in the 

used. 3 

available from 

Otterbein for 

s Krammer. 
Illinois, November 
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(2) to 

in t 

but 

to 

spirit set the church for a number of is 

ments of a rsion 

one r 

(5) an 

of rs, (6) . ' ss •• the it an ex-

elusiveness as well as a stigma. 

Between 1875 and 1900 a change took in the theological 

climate that has effects. An intellectuaJ approach 

to Christianity could not prevented 

Unfortunately the issue arose in such a way as to cloud m.ajor 

concern; and resulted in the forced choice between either remaining 

true to the faith, or adopting an ctual approach and also 

rejecting the traditional beliefs and the emotional aspect 

Christianity. It would seem the :first ct of the division in 

thinking, was the separation of the Church. The one side insisting 

that only an emotional conversion would prepare a person to join the 

church. Nothing else was needed. The other side maintained that a 

decision to follow Jesus was necessary, but this was augmented with 

the individual to his consecration a training designed to 

enable him to under and reason for his 

changed life. A third position developed, that of educating the person 

to be a Christian; was concept of behavior, to 

is to do r no conversion experience is 
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to s 

Only 

s not 

enee o:r art 

we:re 

cont:rove :r over 

issues :more or ss 

men 

wen.t out to 

faith. 1 

world, but 

1 J. c. 
st:rninster 



to 

Following 

that 

nature 

man. 

like. 

unified 

1 

learn, think 

was a new to 

man was 

Zl 

came to a new 

decisions.· 

2 

1 

reason, etc. 

the 

out-

in 

was 

was 

to 

was not a 

of the 

to 



was see:r1 as 

a. creator, or 

as a ' 

sus 

to 

without a 

sue, and 

use 

23 

more to 

was now seen as 

with. 

place 

someone to the 

of 



seen in the that 

some very 

new 

was able to re 

work at 

this period 

a 

1John M. 

2Albright. 

3Jonthan 

to an extent 

sent 

eit. p. 308. 

of the Church of ----- ~-

was to 

to God. ••l 

it was not 

2 

Jon than 

in 

:r 

is 

was to 

in 

T 

by 

rest in 

s the amount 

were to write in 

r 189 2 published 

faith. 3 

p. viii. 



its 

not only were this period or new 

works issued~ still was in the efforts 

\Vea.ver's com: 

the confession s with no 

reception. It can little if 

any arose the 

:rn of presentation. materials prior to this time 

were were the sources for study. 

use of the 

s over 

and tradition to support the1.n. 

the so were is that 

were ve sion, lecture~ or for use as a source 

book. 

concepts of 

church was more the 

than the prospective rs. 

Courses were 

---·-----
1 Orwig, ::R.· cit.. 5. 



were These were part of a 

larger family vogue outside the church as 

was bypassed. 

Occurring about same time v1as the conflict, division, 

hassell!! in both the 

Chu.:rch United over twenty-five years strife 

found 

into more productive were 

membership, the 

to the same as the local church was on. 

those not members were brought into the church cannot 

but whether they were won out of party strife, to show 

the other we are ones the 

- 1946 

The lack early in this leads to the sugges-

tion the. t while the issues 

were resolved, tensions still addition, First World 

came in at the first 

talk of reuniting of side the church 

1 8 the young people which 

since the union the and United 

w. 
for Youth. 

. d 1 re1ssue . effort 

Handbook of Religion for Youth. Foundations 



by 1n a use in 

car.ne out more 

a 

on 

l 

same 

. c. w. 

r wrote a in 1 2. 2 

3 was not 1 that 

a 

and 

to 

wer in new areas. In 

se was to do • and sa 

In are vows, and 

to 

person. 

the 

2c. w. 
3 w. A Short 



1900 ... 1946. 

to various reasons results of more usable 

U"-'"""'""'~'"·"' ... process were not -,...,.-. .,-

period. In other areas 

oe,g:uuu.ng to use these findings, but 

yet 

it were 

tht't attention by the church which was 

potential. 

was 

was 

the 

it 

was left 

..... & ....... .~. contact. 

as an ideal 

assisted 

experience was a pre-requisite 

all who to unite with Church, but care was taken to 

avoid the of an emotional or intellectual conversion. 

without a church come through the conflict 

theology. anthropology. teaching, and church polity. 

Only the few prior to union was any serious eon .. 

sideration to prospective adult The next chapter 

'"v,uu:u .. u ... an evaluation of the material provided by the Church 

its as well as of the material developed by 

churches. 

if 





which 

se were, one, 

r. first to answer 

this was 

not 

were two 

was to ex­

as the 

waa de-



3 

not 



1 



to 

out 

at 

---,.~--

PORTlAND CENTER LiBRARY 



l 

l 

T. 



s are sented. a.s 

own 

full. 

rship. 

it was discove that 

the Church. It is a unique 

the 

to lives. The local was 

found to up V'lho meet to wor work together 

out ones" been with the 

re those not yet done so, to 

:t 
""Ibid., 3. Jonathan Christian Theology. p. 335. 

.d • 374. 



to 

1 

was to aeeomJr>U!I 

legalistic n1.eans wae 

l 

36 



years respectively; "The Nature of the Church, 11 1 Mission of the 

Church. ' 1 of the 

" In the first chapter of first year 1s study the question 

is the ? 11 In part this was answered 

through its purpose. 

l. is the witnes 1 to fact of Christ -
to His 
the 

coming into the wot.rld, to saving efficacy in 
It is the only agency which can, its very 

.to the the 
to the the 

were 

which 
as it once shone in 

Dr. organization 

of the church as foreseen by the and neces our life on 

earth. 

be 

on earth. 

z 
be saved. 

which are: 

In 

walll not just 

is 

will 

toward is 

the 

on the church as a institution 

is the Church, ' 1 

p. 11. 

cit. 1. 

' nthat church 

Church, 



the 

is a duty 

.. 1 

the instructor who 

s a coltrse on 

2 

areas the 

Clymer, ' 
Community ... ~ ~iru~ion 

, p. 18. 

55. 

on 

a 

by 

a 

coru::ern 

ss to 

the 

church 

.. 



the 

sins 

on rn.eans 

to 

assure 

As sorae of. 

s it was nece 

to content 

neces to 

area 

made 

rson and work of 

nature e.re 

te 

to 

Local as 

to 

ration rnust not 

netture or 

s 

for 

one can 

an 

it. 

must also 

join. 

so it was 

evaluation of 

guides 



to 

.. 
i 

9 



in a 

seen 

mate. 

were 

new 

or a 

are 

1 grown. are 

1. 

to cannot 

sure answer to 

op.dt.g p. 



to a 



its own path, and not 

materials which 

helped to 

an a ppea ranee of 

Uteir value on the 

an the 

to 

the 

as a source for 

of a 

outlined. 1 use of 

in an attractive manner, 

covered 

of the to 

LeBarr has developed 

curriculum materials, which 

of the material. This 

pupil orientated approach 

as it reflected the principles 

help in the evaluation building 

of was included 

to be was not standardized, yet 

it was nece to consider it under definite areas. Three general 

areas were followed:. l given to the leader. z. The 

content 3. The effect upon the individual. 

there were no courses in the training institutions for 

rs the prepare the to this 

material 14"""'''"'"" to look !or the 

was "Is this written so a person who 

type a training would be able 

the task, or the lack of clarity such that rson 

.• 



must u ..... .,..., a detailed study of 

about? •• In that 

to a 

a student. or as one who 

the mate such one 

successfully?" 

to 

him to total life of 

as to create 

in 

In the survey 

of the present 

only content 

value In 

author WaS uu.u· ... cu a W~.t.l h:;mnd 

a ...:m.~.o:~;;,A resource 

1 L. H. Evans. 

an 

to 

to 

to ''what 

course. ''Is 

to use it 

as 

such a way 

44 

the 

to enter church 

to turn for 

? 

of 

as to both 

not only as 

owner through the 



5 





it was 

create a 

some 

country. 

those who 

the 

a more 

to 

by 



nature. 

articles for 

result of 

could 

1 

4 J. 

as no o:r 

the use of the Church. n'late:riab 

over all content 

total 

statement 

Church. larger 

for 

Theology v. 

Youth. 

definitely 

5 
These 

weakness, 



the when wrote. it a value by laying such a 

solid with 

in the field for 

the for adults. 

of acceptance 

in a 

or in opposition to 

movement 

two promotional tracts. con ... 

to introduce an to 

are and 

as an they are able to a 

which other material. 

has established yet some printed materials are at 

who the of 

not the maintained in 
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Take My Life . A dramatic presentation o f the growth 
"il''id""oiitworkmg of the Christian's life . Produced for 
use in the Communicants Clas s by the Pre s b yterian 
Church in the U.S.A. Available through the Westmins ter 
book stores. $ 8. 00, c olor , nine ty-six frame s; tape or 
re cord $4. 50. 

The D ifference. A family situation shows the difference 
prayer makes as they try to live the Christian life at 
home and in the community. $ 5. 00 , color; $ 3. 00, black 
and white . A vailable through the denominational book 
store s. 
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