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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Statement of the Problem

In contemporary Christianity there is an active
potent force. The manifestation of this force is evidenced
by varlous orgenizations and is known as the ecumenical
movement. It 1s the objective of this movement to seek
Christien unity and %o make it visible to the world.

In spite of the vast amount of discussion, both past
and present, concerning the subject, there is little agree-
ment as te the nature of Christian unity. This has been
shown in Chepter III of this paper. Therefore, it is the

purpose of this study %o discover what constitutes the nature

of Christien unity, as taught in selected passages of the New

Testament,; to learn the basis upon which Christisn unity may

be made maniflest to the unbelieving world, end to analyze the

philosophies of unity of the World Ccuncil of Churches and
the National Association of Evangelicals for their conformity

to the New Testament teaching.

Justification for the Study

The ecumenical movement is of great importance for

Christendom. It is perhaps the most important movement of



this century in Christianity. It is a new trend in Church
history. Kenneth Scott Latourette stetes that, " . . .
Christians of different denominations are working together as
never before and in a growing variety of ways."l Latourette
further says that:

The centuries-long movement toward divisgions has

been reversed. No longer is the trend toward more
and more rifts in the "sezmless robe of Christ”.

o « ¢ With gethering momentum Christians have been
drawing together.2

Therefore this study is justified for the following
reasons:

l. Unity as a live issue today has affected or probe-
ably will affect every Christian organizetion, and, in turn,
every Christian., This can be seen in the growth of the
World Council of Churches. In 1948, when the Council was
formed, there were 151 member Churches. In 1861, after the
Third Assembly, there were approximately 200 member Churches,
with 360 million members.d

2. Christisns not only are drawing together in vis-

ible unity, but also are discussing the nature of Christian

lKkenneth Scott Latourette, The Emergence Of A World
Christian Community, p. 44.

2Ibide, p. 17.
SNews Item in the Ore onlan, December 6, 1961.



unity as they have never done beiors. The World Council of

Churches now has a somewhat definltive statement on this sub-

Ject, but there is still considerable disagreemént as to the
nature of unity. Also, there has been 1ittle appeal to
Biblicel authority and teaching in seeking unity by the
majority of those in the ecumenical movement. Thus, this
paper has sought to glve the New Testament teaching on the .
subject of unity and to attempt to supply this defeciency.

3. This étudy is justified mlso by the personal
interest of the writer in Christlian unity because of the
relationship of the Salvation Army to the movement. The
Salvation Army was & cherter member of thé World Council.of
Churches, joining in 1948. The Salvation Army has maintained
one delsgate on the Central Commlittee from that time, and in
1961 The Salvetion Army was represented at the Third World
Agsembly of the World Council of Churches by twelve dele=~
gates from four continents. The Army delegation was repreé-
sentative of the international scope of its work. At the
present time The Salvatlon Army has one delegate on the Cen-
tral Committee and one delegate on the Executive Committee
in the United States.

Objectives of the Study
In solving the problem stated above, the following



objectives have been guldes for thls study:

1. 7To discover how one becomes & member in the body
of Christ.

2. To discover the New Testament doctrine of the term
the "Body of Christ". '

3. To discover the relationship between the Body of
Christ and the visible Church on earth.

4, To discover the basis upon which individual
Christians are united to each other.

S5« To discover the basls for working together as
Christisns from the objectives listed above.

6. To discover the philosophles of unity of the
World Council of Churches and the Nationsl Assoecistion of
Evangelicals.

7« To compare these philosophies with the New Testa~

ment concept of Christian unity as discovered in this study.

Limitations of the Study

This report was limited to select passages from the
New Testament which refer tc the aree of investigation. The
majority of these passsages were taken from the Pauline
Epistles. Passages from I Peter and John's Gospel are used
as supporting evidence for the Biblical tesching. Since the
writings of the men, from whom the passages have been chosen,

represent over halfl of the New Testament books, the passages



chosen are characteristic of the teaching of the entire New
Testament.

Also, this investigation has concerned itself with
only two of the orgsnizations in the ecumenical movement--
the World Council of Churches and the National Assoclation
of Evangelicals, in the United States of America. This was
done because these two groups have ahowh the main philoso-
phles of Christian unity as they obtain today.

| This study has not given a complete report of the
World Council of Churches or its Commissions, but has only
given enocugh of its history to show its philosophy of unity.
Also, this investigation has not undertaken an analysis of
the National Association of Evangelicsels, but has given the

views of representative lsaders of the group.

Definitions

Inasmuch as the subject of this paper is concerned
with the nature and manifestation of Christian unity, refer-
ence is often maede to the Church. There are many shades of
meaning for this term and the wrlter feels there should be s
common understanding of what he means when he uses this word,

In this paper, the term "the Church®™ has referred to
what is known as the invisible Church of the believers of all

ages. The term "the visible church®™ has referred to the



&

whole of what is known as Ghriﬁtiamity vigible on earth. The
term "the churches” hes referred %o denominetions or exten-
sions therecf. The mesning of the word "Church” when used by
othera in this peper has nobt necessarily followed the above
definitlions, but when such diffsrences of mesning sre present

theilr varistion from bthe mesning cited above is evident.

Apsumptions

It has been sssumed to be true for this paper that the
Bible is the infallible, suthoritative word of God. It is
the revelabtlon of God %o men, and all of Christisn beliefl and
1ife sre based upon 1lte teschings. There is no higher aubhe-
ority for Christians than this book. Therefore, every view
of Christian unlty must be Jjudged in the light of the asuthor-
itstive Sceriptures.

FProm the above 1% hes been sssumed that 8 doctrine
must be Biblical To be Christian and that only thosge persons
are Christians whose lives and bellels are in sccordance with
the teachings of the Bible, particulerly in the Hew Testa-

ment.

Bebthod of Procsdure

The criterias for thig repert has bssen an inductivse
gtudy of select Hew Testament passages relating to the naturs

of the Church, and the unity of the believers. The research



was in the area of discovering Blblical mesnings.

Once Biblical meaning had been determined, this study
moved on to consider the relation of doctrine to Christian
unity. Then, in Chapter Four, & survey of primary sources
was made for the purpose of discovering the main philoso-
phies of the nature of Christiasn unlty in the scumenical
movement. This has been a historicasl approach as concerng
the World Council of Churches.

Finally, a comparison was maede between the New Testa-
ment concept of Christian unity and the philosophies of unity
of the ecumenical movement studied in this paper. In this
commection, also, o comparison has been made between the New
Testament basis for manifesting unity and the views of the
organizations investigated in this paper.

Statement of Organization

Chapter Two contains the studies of the New Testament
teachings, as toc how one becomes a Christian, the New Testa-
ment doctrine of the term "the Body of Christ®, and the basis
upon which Christians are united to each other.

Chepter Three has shown the relationship between the
Body of Christ and the visible Church on earth. The chapter
concluded by expleining the basis upon which true Christian
unity can be menifested to the unbslieving world.

Chapter Four contains the report of the philosophles
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of unity in the scumenical movement, according to the limit-
ations of this study.

Chepter Five contains the summasries and conclusions of
the study, including the comparison between the New Testament

concept of Christian unity and the phllosophies of unity of

the ecumenical movement studied in this paper.

Sources

Three versions of the New Testament have been used in
thlis study--the King James Version, the Greek New Testamen?®
and the New English Bible, The latter has been the basic
source used in explanation of Chrisgtian salvation. The
reagons for its use in specific passages is explained in the
body of the study.

The Hew English Bible was published in 1961 in England
by a committee of Biblicel end literary scholars, according
to a statement in the introduction. It was their purpose to
give

jrial TEREGE St s e gt irifigete
time, and & rendering which should hafvest the
galns of recent biblical scholarship.
It should be pointed out that the New English Bible is

not a revision of an esrlier version; 1t is o completely new

1The New English Bible, New Testament, p. vii.




transletion from the original. The tesk of the transletors
hes been concelved
to be that of understending ths original as pre-
clsely as we could (using all svalleble aids), and

then saying agein in our own native idiom what we
believed the suthor to be seying in his.l

In doing this they felt they had returned to the practice of
the translators of Lihe Eing James Version.

In reviewing the New English Bible, F. F. Bruce does
not negete the method of transletion used. For example, his
comment on the translstion of the prologue to John's gospel
is that conslderable success has been achieved in expressing
the full wmesning of thelr text. He views the use of trans-
letors drewn from principel non-Roman denominations 1in Great
Britaein and Ireland as & guarentee of the theological snd
eccleslastical impartiality of the New English Bible.
| Bruce further feels that the translators ere %o be
congratulated for the excellence of thelr achievement in this
new translation,? snd he reminds us that sll good translat-
ions have been greeted with hostility et first.® As he

closed his review he sxpressed the desire with the translators

lipid., p. ix.

2F. P. Bruce, "The New English Bibls," Christisnlity
Today, V (March 13, 1961), 8.

SIbid., pe Se



that under the providence of Almighty God this
transletion mey open the truth of the scriptures
to many who have been hindere? in their spproach
to it by barrier of language.

libid., p. 8.

10
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CHAPTER II

THE NEW TESTAMENT TEACHING
CONCERWING THE BODY OF CHRIST

I. INTRODUCTION

There are several symbols used in Scripture to desig-
nate varicus aspects of the Church., One of these is the
symbol of the human body. This figure is used more than
fifteen times in the New Testament.l This figure is used
extensively in this study and there are several reasons for
doing so.

First, this figure, as used by Paul, teaches the unity
end diversity of the Church. Second, because of this, a true
picture of Christian unity can be formed upon the basis of a
study of this term. Third, this term is found in literature
of the ecumenical movement and a Biblical investigation will
help sclve the main problem of this study.

In Colossians 1:18 the body is called the Church.?

It is to be noted that Christ is called the head of the body

l3e¢e Appendix A.

2Colossiens 1:18, "And he is the head of the body, the
churchs: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead;
that in ell things he might have the preeminence®., K.J.V.
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which 18 the Church. This rsference to Colossiens 1:18 is
gufficient to show us that the body of Christ 1s releted Ho
the Church. It will be part of the problem of this chepter

to dilscover in what menner the body of Christ is the Church.
II. MEMBERS I¥ CHRIST

In determining the relationship of the body of Chriat
to the Church 1% 1s nscessary to discover the relationship of
the body of Christ. The writer wishss to show in this section
the relationshlp of the individusl membsrs of the body Ho
Christ and how this relsticnship comes sbout. The method of
%h@%img how one becomes united with Christ will be through e
study of the greetings of several of Paul's epistles. Paul's
manner of addressing the reciplients will show their relation-
ship to Christ end, in part, what it weans %o be a CGhristian.

The following greetings of the episties ars tsken from
the Hew English Bible:

From Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ abt Godts call

Soathines, fo the concreperlon of dod's pessie at

Corinth, dedicated %o him in Christ Jesus, clasimed

by him as his own, elong with ell men everywhere
who invoke the nsme of cur Lord Jesus Christe-
thelr Lord as well as cure (I Corinthiens 1l:l, 2}.

From Paul, spostle of Christ Jesus by God's
will, and our collesgue Timothy %o the congree
gatlion of God's people &t Corinth, . . . {II
Corinthiens 131).
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From Paul, spostle of Christ Jesus, commissioned
by the will of God, %o God's people at Ephesus,
%@1%@?@?@ incorporats in Christ Jesus (Ephesians
13lj.
From Peul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus
to all bthose of God's people, incorporate in Christ
Jesus, « « o (Philipplens 13l).
Prom Paul, spoustle of Christ Jesus commissioned
by the will of God end our colleague Timothy, to
God's people at Colossas, brothers in the faith,
incorporate in Christ {Colossiens 131, 2}.
The reasons for use of the Hew English Bible in this
section are gz follows:
1. The particuler words used by bthes writer from the
Hew English Bible explained what he wanted to say betler
than frowm another version. Justificetion for this iz noted
further one.
2. Bilshop Hewbigin, & lesader in one psart of the
scumenical movement, wmakes use of the game words in his come

ments on Christian unidy.

Guod’s People

It will be nobiced from the guotations sbove that
seversel phrases are comuon Lo emch guotation. One of thess
is the phrase which refers to the recipients ag God's people.
In these verses the trenglabors of the Hew English Bible have
trenslated bthe Greek word hagios as "God's people”. The

translators of the King James Version, on the other hand,
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render the word as "saints"., Literally translated this word
means "holy ones",

The translators of the New English Bible have not made
an error in their trenslation. There are two words in the
Bible which signify heliness. These are the Hebrew kadosh
and the Greek hagios.

The primary mesning of kadosh is "to set apart by

God as his very own."™ 1t conveys the idea of

divine ownership. W¥We read in the 0ld Testament

« ¢ o Of the holy nation, separated from the rest

of the world to be God's very own.l
Thus Kik reminds us that the root lidea of holy is that which
has been set apart for God and separated from anything which
1s ungodly. The Greek word haglos conveys the same meaning
in the New Testament as kadosh did in the 01d Testament.2

F. F. Bruce describes the word hagios as meaning "the
people whom God has set apart for himself".® Alford, in his
Greek Testament says the term

is used in its widest sense, as designating the

members of Christts visible Church, presumsd to
fulfill the conditions of that membership.4

lJ., Marcellus Kik, REcumenism and the Evangelical, p.

84,
21bid.
SF. F. Bruce, The Epistle To The Ephesiens, p. 25.

4Henry Alford, The Greek Testament, III, p. 68.
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Therefore Justificabtion hes been shown for translabing
ziog as "God's people®. Certainly those who have been set
separt for God as his own are His psople. It has been noted
that the reciplents of these epistles are called God's
people; but how did they become such? The answer to this

guestion 1is given in the following remarks.

Incorporate in Christ

In Ephesians, Philipplens and Colosslens snother
phrase is ssen which is common %o all three. The phrase
spoken of i1z this: "incorporste in Christ?.

Bven in I Corinthiesns 1:l, the phrass "in Christ
Josus® could have been rendered the same way, for the Greek
word en has been translated by the New English Bible as "in-
corporate in% in Bphesiane 1:1, Philippians 1:1 snd Colose-
siens 1:l. On the other hend, the King Jsmes Version transe-
leates these passages asg L Corinthlans 1:1 is translated
2bovVe.

Why is there & difference between the translations of
the King James Version and the New English Bible? It may be
explained by the fact that the scholayrs of the Hew English
Bible translated the ides of the phrase, while the King
Jomes Verslion translated the Greek word en in a literal

mammser. The resason for the different method of translation
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is given on page eight of this sbtudy. In spite of the dif-
ference, it seems that s8ll would agree with the meaning of
the contemporary translation.

Thus the study'of the eplistles under consideration
ghowg that in three directly and two others indirectly, God's
people'are those who are incorporate in Christ. Being in-
corporate in Christ is the maenner in which these people
beceme God's people. It is necessary now to determine the
manner of personal incorporation into Christ. This phgse of
‘the study follows.

There is one more common phrase that must be looked
at in the passages quoted above. In Ephesians 1:1 and Colos-
siens 1:2, according to the King James Version, it is "the
faithful" that are incorporate in Christ.l The New English
Bible, on the other hand, has trenslated "the faithful® as
"believers incorporate in Christ™ in Ephesians 1:1, and
"brothers in the faith, incorporate in Christ™ in Colossisns
132.2 It would not be an injustice to render this last
phrase, "the believing brothers, incorperate in Christ", for

lEphesians 1:1, "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by
the will of God, to the seints which are at Ephesus, and to
the faithful in Christ Jesus:® K.J.V.

Colossians 1:2, "To the saints and faithful brethren
in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace,
from God our Pather and the Lord Jesus Christ.” K.J.V.

28ee pages 12 and 13 for these seriptures.
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this is the sense of the term "falth® here in Colossians.

P, F. Bruce corroborateg the above rendepring for he
states: "Paul describes thoss to whom he sends thils letter as
tgeints and believing brothers in Christ® who live at Colog-
sae. "l

In Ephesiens 1:1, Bruce says the sainbs are "believers,
i.e. those who have placed thelr whole-hsarted trust in Jesus
a8 Son of God, Lord end Saviour."2

Commenting on Colossisng 1:2, Cherles A. Erdman deége-
oribes "the falthful™ to mesn not only trustworthy but truste-
ful,

It i8 thelr feith which has brought them inte their
relation %o God, and slso intoc thelr relation to one
another. . »

This faith was "in Christ®. The phrase 1s usad

by Paul to express the deepest trubth, the most pro-
found reality, in the whole sphere of beliefl and
teaching. By 1t he meant to define that mystlcal
union which exists between Chriast and the bsliever;
that reletlon by which Christ becomss the very
sphere in which one lives.®

To sum it ups In the passages we have besn studying, Psul is

writing to those who sre God's people, set apert for God;

1z, P. Bruce, Commentary on the Epistle to the Colog~
ﬁi&n&, The Hew International ‘@mm@n%ary on the hew Llestament,
1?8 E ’

2Bruce, The Epistle To The Ephesians, p. 25.

SCharles R. Erdmen, The Epistles of Paul %o the Colos-
siang and to Philemon, p. 32.
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people who are incorporste in Christ, and who are such be-
cause they are believers in Christ's secrifice. These people
became God's people by becoming incorporate in Christ Jesus,
and the means of incorporation was belief in Christ. They
were not always God's people, for there was a time when they
were not incorporate in Christ Jesus and were unbelievers.

Peter corroborates Paul's teaching when speaking to
Christians in his first epistle. He tells them that once
they were not & people but now they are the pecple of God
(I Peter 2:10). Barlier in the epistle he gives us a clue as
to how they became God's people. It was by faith in Christ.
Speaking of Jesus he says, "Whom having not seen, ye love;
in whom though now you see him not, yet believinge « . o re-
ceiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your
souls”.l

The fact that faith is, from the humen side, the basis
for eternal life is found in & statement by John., The pur-
pose for his book wes that "ye might belleve that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God and that believing ye might have
life through his nsme" (John 20:31).2 |

From the verses that heve besn studised 1t has been

11 pPeter 1:8, 9, K.J.V.
BJohn 20:3L, K.J.V.
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shown that bellefl in Christ is the vehicle by which we ars
incorporated into Him. Thig belisf is feith in His death as
the means of ocur salvation. There l& of course & reason Ior
these bellievers in the New Testament to be in Christ. Wikth-
out Christ they were lost in thelr sins snd deserved death
{Romans 3:23). God's wreth abode on thoss who were not in
Christ (John 3:36). Those who were not in fellowship with
God were in sin. (I John 138). Tha&, the significance of
being in Christ can be seen. The fundsmental purpose was to
create 2 people for God, & holy race, a new humanity.

Before the Pall wan was under & covenant of works,

wherein God promised him (through Adam, the federal

head of the race) eternal blessednegs if he perfectly

kept the law. Through the disobesdience of the fede

eral head, Adam, the creatlion was cursed, the race

fell, humanity suffered, and the community became

disrupted. Through the obedlence of the new fedsral

head, the second Adam, & new and blessed creabtion

came into belng, & new race was lifted up, s new

humanity received healing, and a new communidy ex-

perienced unity snd harmony. The ¢ld covenant of

works was displsced by the new covenent of grace.t

A£11 these benefits reguired some action on the part of

the reciplentas of (God's grace; they had to sexerclse faith
and believe in Christ. Bishop Hewbigin declares that "it is
through feith thet we enjoy ell the privileges of incorpore

gtion in Christ . « "8 It is not by our works that we enter

iEik, ope cites p. 58,
2Lesslie Hewbigin, The Household of fGod, p. 40.
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into fellowshlp with Christ; mneither is it through religious
rites. Newbigin further states:

Whet marks us as members in Chrlst is not circum-
cision or uncircumecision but "faith working through
love™, . « « To be in Christ is to be a part of a
new creation wherein the Spirit rules . . .1

This is an experience with Christ of salvation from sin by
the grace of God through personal faith in Christ Jesus
(Ephesians 2:8; Romans 5:l1).

Newbigin sums it up in this menner:

The blessing of eternal 1life belongs to those who
have faith righteousness. We are justified by
faith; Christ's work is a propitiation by faith;
¢« ¢ o By faith we are saved; by unbelief the Jews
were cut off from God's covenant and by faith Gene
tiles have theilr standing in it + « « faith is,
from the humen side, the constitutive fact of mem-
bership in the people of God.2

In summery then, membership in God!s family, which is
by incorporation in Christ, comes through the falth of the
individual in Christ and his saocrifice on the cross. As P.
Pieper has said,

Only personal faith in the forgiveness of sins
which was purchased by Chrigt's satisfactiloc
vicaria and is proclaimed and dispensed in the

Gospel mekes one a member of the Christian
Church.®

libid., p. 36, 37.
21bid., p. 52.
3F. Pileper, Christien Dogmatics, III, p. 397.
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The Content of Falth

Up to this point is has been shown that personsl faith
in Christ is necessary for salvation from sin and thus for
becoming one of God's people. How in this section the writer

wishes to determine how much doetrinal conbent falith ine-

cludes.

Is the personsl falth mentioned ebove merely & sube
Jective experience or does it contaln some objective content?
Doea not trust in Christ mean bellefl in what He had done and
what 1t means, rather than merely & trust in His nsme?

Paul declares the existence of one falth in Ephesians
4:5.1 There is divided opinion as to whether this felth
refers to the subjective experience of the belliever or to the
objective conbtent of faith.

Jde HMarcelius Kik fesls that the feith experience of
the believer ls the mesning of faith in the Ephesian passsge,
vet the faith spoken of there could never bscome an expsps
ientisl reality unless there was a defined conbent.®

Paith does not originate out of thin air but by means
of the message delivered by God-senit preachers who
proclaim the gospel of peace and bring gled tidings
of good things. %This gospel is one. Uithout objecte

ive felth thet is one there can be no subjective
falbth thet is one. Diverse gospels produce diverse

lﬁiﬁh@ﬁiﬁ,ﬂg égﬁg RedaVe gmkg O e 31@05 Pe 65
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falths.l
In commenting on thils versze, P. F. Bruce sbtates:

Falth may dencte the seb snd attliude of belleving
or it maey mean the substance of one's belief. In
both senses 1t iz true that Christians have hub one
faithe It is true if we think of the one falth as
the faith which they plece in Christ as thelir Leord
and Saviouri 1t is true 1f we think of 1t as "the
faith which was once for all deliversed to the
sainte® (Jude 3}.°

Paul sets forth the objective content of falth in
I Corinthians 153l-4, The passage is from the New English
Bibvle.

And now, my brothers, I must remind you of the

gospel which you received, on which you have taken
your stand, and whieh iz now bringing you selvetion.
So you 8till hold fast the Gospel as I preached 1%
to you? If not your conversion was in vain.

Pirst and foremost, I handed on ¢ you the facts

which had been imparted to me: that Chriast died for
our gins, in sccordance with the scripbures; thai
he was buried; that he was relsed to 1life on the
third day, sccording bto the scripbures; . « «

Four things are emphasized here by Peul; the written
word, the stonement of Christ, His resurrection from the
dead, and the knowledge of sslvation. FHNo doctrinal basis is
complete without emch of these trubhs.

Twice in this passage Paul told hig readers that these
truths were "sccording o the Seriptures.® He asccepted the

Seripbures ez the ¥Yord of God. As Hurch has seid,

1ibid. 2Bruce, op. clt., p. 78.
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The Bible conteins en sbsclutely new and exclusive
revelation fyom God found nowhere else. It tells
how a sinful man wmay become right with God. This
constltutes the uniqusness of Ghri@ti&ﬂit§ over
ageinst sll other veliglons of discovery.

The sscond element Paul presents is thaet Christ died
for our sins. dJesus Christ is our Savieur. He book upon
Him the curse of the lew (falatisns 3:13); He redoemed us
with His own blood (I Peter 1:18, 19). He died thait He
might deliver those who were in bondage (Hebrews 2:14, 15).

Bes took upon Himsell the dreadflul guillt of ocur
sine and bore it on the cross. Christ sndured
the positive wreth of God, the palns of hell and
death, and the sscond desth, in ocur place. The
Lord Jesus beceuse of His love tasted eternal
death for us on the cross. Thus it iz that
Christts cross, His zhed blood and His exhibitsed
love constitute the messege which bresks the
heart of man, changes sinful lives and con-
stitutes & new loyelity in one's cbedlence %o
God. The exemple of the wmorsl bteschings of
Christ will never do that, but the blood of

His cross will.2

The resurrecition from smong the deed, the third teach-

ing, was bthe attesbation by Christ of whset he had sccomplished

on the orogs.

The resurrsction 1s the spologeblic doetrine of
Chrigtianity « « « It cannot be disscclabted from
primitive Christienity . « « it is God's sesl
upon the claims of His Bon.

1@arcﬁy op. cit., p. 24,
21p3d., pe 26. S1pid,
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The fourth emphasis of Paul in this passsge is "the
knowledge of salvation". These four elements are the gospel
which Paul had preached to the Corinthians. The Corinthisns
had recelved this gospel and had taken thelr stand upon 1t.
This gospel had brought them salvation aend they had been
converted. Even now the gospel was bringing them salvation.
Their present life was one in which thelr faith was active to
help them live the Christisn life. In response to the faith
of the believer God gave them the witness of the Holy Spirit
which is the assurance of salvation, for His Spirit beareth
witness with the believer that he is one of God's people
(Romans 8:16).1

In thls section emphasis has been lald upon the
cbjective content of faith as Paul set it forth in I Cor-
inthiens 15:1-4. Faith 1s also subjective, i.e. the faith of
the individual is inward and spiritual. The term faith de=
notes belief and trust.2? The sinner comes to God and lays
his sin at the Saviour's feet and btrusts Jesus to forgive
him.

It has been stated that faith consists in knowe

ledge, assent and trust. Without knowledge one
cennot epprehend the way of salvation; without

lRomans 8:18, K.J.V.

2Erdmen, op. cit., p. 32



asgsent there is no acceptence of that reveslsd}
and without trust selvation is not atbained.l

The Unity of Faith

Faith, ss well s having an objsctive content of
gsound doctrine which is the gospel, is to have unity. Paul
introduces us to the concept in Ephesiana 4113,

8¢ shall we 8ll 8t last attein te the uniity ilnhsrent
in our felth and cur kmowledge of the Son of Godew
to mature manhood, m@&@gv@d by nothing less than the
full stature of Christ.<

Commenting on this verse Kik states that:

Christ felt that the unity of faith was s0 esszene

tiel to the life and welle-being of the Church that
he endowed the ministry with the gift of the Holy
Spirit In order thet the Church might come intoe the
unity of feith. The net result would be that “we
henceforth be no more children, togsed to and fyo
and carried about with every wind of doetrine®.d

In & previous versse in Ephesisns 4, Paul hag made
reference to the cone feith. In this verse he spesks of
aebtbeining unity of faith.,. Yet if there is one felth why is
there need for atbeining s unity of faith? The answer 1s
that ell Christians have the same falth as regards its

substance

1Kirby, op. cit., pe 1l
PEphesiens 4:13, N.E.B.

3&3.&9 Q;Ro Qit" i 69,
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but not as repsrds clearness and purlity; because
the object of falth may be diversly known, and
knowledge hes ever such a powerful influence on
faith. Therefore . « true and full unity of
feith is then found, when sll thoroughly lmow
Christ, the object of falth, alik@i and that in
His highest dignity es Son of God.

Following along this theme, Bruse pubts the same
thought in somewhat diffsrent terms. He spesks of the unity
of felth az a spiritusl meturity in the corporate groups of
bellevers. In ordsr for there to be corporste maburity
there must be spiritual unity. This is the unlty spoken of
in Bphesisns 4<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>