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97132, December 20, 1965,

Ruth Haefner,
4242 N, E, Pailing,
Pertland, Cregon, 97213,

Dear "riend:---

Your Shriatmup-New Year's lettsr and the "treatise”
on "3anity, Silence and 3ocial Justlce® gertalnly have given jour

-

Licﬂds adequate material for rmood, hard thinking

There 1s &n old proverd -~ well, I do not iknow how old,

but I have known i% f'or more than half a century -- ”hi:h BaYyS,

"If the answer is easy; it's wrongz.” Personzlly I am sure thas

is true in the matter of justice to the negro ~~ and ih nisht be
well %o Xeen in mind thet white folks deserve justice, $00.

} 0i8y; including some of the bizgest onea on the
Nan i % o TS vrer o~ e T s
..-E-r-.»..—*, the Traymore, the )X “"""}.3 ough-3lenhein

.

¢ is not generally known, T :ﬂxn“, that wany sf the ho-
- 1A

2} erhape others, are owned and run by ¥riends. f-'; speeking
of the situatiion = m* decade2s ago, and there may have been clhanges
Gy this time.) I became guite well zcqueinted wiih the owner of
one of these hotels, end was surprised to hear him say, "“7e do

not cater to Jews.®™ He went con fc explain that Atlantic City is
80 close to Few York thet if & hotel on the Board W=lk souzht

the patron:ge of Jews, the hot T culd be eimply Lzken over by
rich Jews from the r~tr\,<"is, ag zkc A,:lbcrcagh-37nwuelu vas

2% that time, Undexr the circumst-nces he felt that he had to make
&8 choice befween runninzg a Jewish hotel or one that was non-Jewish,
and he chose the letter., There was 2 caze where segregation of

& sort was pracltically furced on ay friend, Whatl wculd you have
done, run a jewieh hotel, or cne ~'* wae non-Jewoesh?

I try o &hink of a sudden and complete inte
scrools in the south. ¥Yhat should be my answer if a good white
Friend who is a friend of mine szid to me this? "If w

suddenly and yondletklj here, it will mean that into the first
grade with my child will enter more negreces from the under-
privileged section of the city tat there are white children whe
have had more privileges, ad&#rhc are twe grades behind my child
in the things that & ohild should know before entering school,
¥y child will inevitebY¥ Yess effective education than would be
received under the conditions that have existed.” #hat should

I say tc thies parent?

Many thcoughiful negreoes ineist that educationzsl integra-
ticn is impossible unless and until housing can be integrated,
and this is made extremely difficult by discrimination among
real estate dealers; and by the fact that many negroes definitely
prefer tc live in 2 negro district rather than in 2n area where
the great majority of the people are white, What can be done
about that? 1Is there real hope thai transporting negrc children
to precominantly white schocls is going to be successful?

TR




2

Well, anybody cvan ask questions, We must, and the must
has moral, religious, socialogical, economic and other phases, bring
about a better condition for the negroes, and we must in some way
ncoure the copperation of the negroes themnelver, There are plenty
of difficulties that can be seen now, and more will develop before
the problem is solved, and that will not be this year nor next,

But there are things that can be done and must be done. TPolitical
rightg are not the only ones of which the negro and other minor=-
iy groups heve bLeen tLoo long deprived,

Thankin: you for the pnrivilege of reading your zood
latter and the cther material that you ineluded, I am

Sincexely vour friend,

Levi. T, Pemnington,
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