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Add FRIENDS 1 HAVE KNOWN.,

OROIL MILLS,

then I became pastor of the 0ld wabash and South Wabash
meetings, it seemed &s if I had found some relatives, Lhough
I knew that the Mllls famlly werd’ Xin to me., But Mrs, Mills had
lost her parents when she was a gilrl, and had been reared in the
home of my grandparents, und was Like a sister to my father,
and her husband and my f ther had been fellow soldiers during the
Civil War, and it seemed us if Necll and Rose ¥ills were younger
cousins of mine., Mambh

: /o}(. l/»"(

Cecil was in a,plabs of High 9chool boys which I taught.
"hen we had our monthly class meetings, afler the businese was
transacted and before Rebecca served some light refreshments,
we would have various kinds of indoux athletice in the vacant room
in the back of the parsonuage Two brothers in LH' clase had a set
of boxing gloves, and they asked 1f they #4¥¢oring them and we
could have boxing along with our other athletic stunts, iy brothe
ers and I had had boxing gloves and had used them with lots of
fun and no damage, so [ agreed, and I not only waiched the husky
teen agers 1'\):‘, but I put on the gloves occasiocnally, and nobody
even got a black eye,

(It was some time befure I learned how I had shocked
gome of the older wembers of the meeting, =nd hew it contributed
tc my being relieved frcm my pastorate if it hzd not been for Ira

Cy Johnson -- but that's ancther story. Anyhow there was comethimg
quite as bad as boxing >JOV'", end $hat was Ve horribly late hours
of theose closs business meetings, LActually oune of the young fel-

lows who lived some distance ous in the uounbrj did not get home
gsomebimes until afser ten c'clocik,

In these hours after the clase businese meetings, I told
these High School ycung felilows thal there were simply limitless
epportuanities for Christisn men in the field of physical education,
reereation, eic, rfad the idea struck fire in the heart of Cecil
Mills,

After & beaching jco in Scuthland ”;‘lagg, the vchool
that Briends maintsineé for yeare for nezre youth in irkensas,
Cecil got =z job in.znother city, where he did such a remarkable

work that the Webaslh school systewm orought him dask home. The
Wabash  physical educatiocn department becamk widely knowny and Ce-
cil had tempting offers ta 2 o cther cities, but he stayed right
there, and presently v59it<“ come from many cities to learn how

Cecil had accoemplished cuch remariellie resultse Not only in the
school system bul in the surmer recreabiion program the apparently
imooasible wap being done. >
B We [ TP 2 broo€ A ssTRE, Teu,

But Lthe ¢ld warehcuse that fizd been abandoned and bought
for a song and remcdeled into a ggmnaalum at unbelievaebly small
expense by the free work that Cecil ALid :nd the Jree work done
by volunteers whom he inspired -- this bullding was condemned as
unsafe and had tc be abandoned by RIS herities, It
wad soon after wxrld War Il.; the require for cther schiool
buildings convincéﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁb they coul and
the physical education mpmmen woerk/of the gystem was,
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as the old German Jjanitor expressed it, "All to pieces gershotten,”

iabash had & wealbby resident who had a big and profite
vble business, most of his facluries being in other cities, C(ecil
weul bte see himy told him of the situation, wid i Vhe great ine
Jury that the ycung people of the city would suffer without a gym-
nasium, and made a simple bul strong appeal for this man of weslth
to provide the clly wilh & gymnacsiom, At the close of the inter-
view the millionnaire said, "I am not bullding any monumente &o
myselfs" And Cecil weul cvat of the office a thoroughly disappointed

Lail,.

Lul soon the newspapel ceune out with the story that this
millionnaire hod bought o guarter of bloch right down town, and
waB Lo 8burbt at omoe on a foubh Center tu coust 3600,000,00 und
that was real aoney in thove days, Rebecca and I visited the
building shortly before its complelion. Lt was & fine cuniribue
tion te the edusational equipment of wmbash.

oon aXter unis Jecil and his wife wade a visii to Cre-
gony aud in a small group of friends [ bold of this fine gift
tiat Cecil had influenced this man, Gy wealth Lo give Lo the city.
sith his quiet smile Cecil told ufyihis wan had bought the other
three fourths'of that hlock snd bad zlready spent Ltwo nilliom dole-
lars on a Lgpudding thal contained livttle theater, swimaing pool,
art museuw and many other thinge that hasc made the place su well
Lnown that many thousands of touriste visit it from year Lo yeura

From tne ssandpoint of the city there is much more that
could be teld; bul I wanited jusé to give a oicture of the Priend
I had kncwn,

et Wkl
The cilby did nod wait Lill afier his death §o show,its
appreciation, One award after another same bo this modest

man wino did big things without any vig talk., One tnixg,)ﬁ paxr-
ticular iaterest was done by thne sciaocl system of the‘ﬁé?h. A
Policy had been adopted "many long years ago” that no Wadasi school
shculd be nawed in honor of anybody, President of the Uanited States,
great general, great educator, greal humanitarian, great philan-
thropiss -< no school named in anyvody's honor, This policy had
been followed withoul any deviation -~ but it was changed for one
man, and a scnoocl was named the Tecil Mi.ls school.

Cecil dills died in the year that hass not three hours
to live as I write., In the article that told of his death, he
was cailed (he best loved and the most highly honored man in the
history of Wabash. There was nobody %o question it.
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