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Chapter 1
PURPOSE, RATIONALE, AND METHODOLOGY

This project is intended to be used as an adult Bible study guide.
It could be used in a Bible study, Sundasy School class, or Sunday evening
service. The purpose of this research project is compound.

First, it is to make the Scriptures vividly understandable to the
student. Hopefully it will be so real that the student can almost resach
cut his hand and feel the splinters on the cross. It is the hope of the
author thet cach student will see each Biblicsl person as someone the
gtudent can identify with and that he can put himself in the historisel
person's place. This will move the Scripturss from sbstract facits to
vivid encounters with the person of Jesus Christ,

Second, it is to teach Biblical study techniques by demonstrating
thet with some background information snd by learning what questions to
ask, s layman can understand the Scriptures. This is only poeesible as he
receives guidence from the Holy Spirit. It would be a horror to the fathers
of the Reformation if they saw how an elitist attitude still prevails in
the area of discerning Scriptures. The priesthood of all believers demands
that all Christians can understand the Scriptures through the guidance of
the Holy Spirit and have no need of & human interpreter.

Finally, this project is not intended to be exhaustive. The
treetment of each section will be superficial in several aspects since

paging is restricted. Items will be focused on as they fit the purpcse of



the study guide; that is, to teach study techniques and put the student
in the Biblical character's situation so as to understand the meaning of
the Scriptures.

This project will not attempt to be exhaustive in comparing the
Gospel of John to the Synoptics in either an exhaustive or analytical
manner. This type of study does not fit the purpose of the project, the
intended audience, or the length. Reference to the Synoptics will be made
only when it fits the purpose of the project. The project will not attempt
to be a critical apparatus since this would not fit either the purpose or
the sudience.

Some of the rationsle has already been indirectly mentioned but now
must be addressed specifically. The rationele of this project lies in
five conditions present in the church today. The first problem that disturbs
the author is the casual manner in which most devotionel Bible reading
occurs. The emphasis is usually on reading a certasin number of chapters
each day rather than seeking to understand the chapters read. Hopefully
if a layman learns how to ask questions and finds fulfillment in discovering
Biblical truths, his Scripture reading will no longer be superficial.

A second problem is that most laymen feel inadequate to understand
the Scriptures. This lack of confidence in himself and the Holy Spirit
discourages his seeking to discover Biblical truths. Thus what occurs is
a vicious circle of not attempting to discover God's truth and the inability
to learn, reinforcing the notion that they cannot understand the Bible.
Hopefully this study guide will break the vicious circle.

A third problem is that somehow we have removed Biblical people from

the reaim of actual flesh and blood. Either we see them as bigger, smarter,



or better than we are, or we marvel at their spiritual ineptness. It is
hoped that by continually placing the student in the place of the Biblicai
figure, the Biblical figure will not only take on human form with the
frailty and courage exemplified by the incident but that the student might
realize his own weskness while discovering his God-given potential. This
discovery of commonness should open up a new realm of spiritual honesty

and issue a chellenge to live as if Christ walks beside us and helps us as
He did the great men of faith. After all, God is the same today as He was
in the time of the Bible writers. A fourth reason that is connected to the
previous one is that if a student can effectively identify himself with the
historical figure in the Biblical account, then the theological motif will
naturally follow, An attempt will be made to focus primarily on the historicel
and cultural situation with a secondary interest in the llterary aspect when
it helps us understand the event. The theological motif will only bhe dealt
with in the most major of issues. The thought is to rather leave this
aspect open to the direction of each study group. As the issues and
questions arise, they are encouraged and stimulated with & minimum of lesder
participation. It is not that theclogy is not important; fer from it.

The reason for its omission is that if one understands the historical

end literary aspects of a passage, the theological understanding is usually
clear, Also, most laymen shy away from theolegical questions if asked by

a2 leader; but if it becomes an interest to a member of the group, the
interaction and dialogue among all members provides an opportunity for them
to test their "discernment wings". An important note is that a person's
interest in Bible study increasses if they share their opinions actively

and feel that they genuinely have discovered or solved a problem on their

own. A final rationale for the approach which is taken is that some Bible



study techniques use the Scriptures as an end to a means. The technique

popularized by Cedar Mill Bible Church in Beaverton, Oregon, exemplifies

this. The manual "Christians « Come Alive!" illustrates the early technique

that Pastor Albert Wollen's Cedar Mill Bible Church popularized. This

technique promotes the Scriptures as a means of stimulating discussion and

Subsequent books such as Miracles Happen in Group Bible

personal sharing.
Study, do not exhibit this misuse of Scripture. It is improper to use the

Scriptures as & means for one to say something about himself., The Scriptures

surely say something to the reader and directs him; but it cannot be properly
used to make a statement about himself which is separate from the context
or intended meaning of the passage. The Scriptures are not something subjective
that are used tc objectify one's life. Too often this method is used so
that participation can be stimulated since there are no right or wrong answers
in such a system. The author's proposed approach focuses on the passage and
holds that there is only one correct understanding; yet because of our
humanity, we must withhold certainty in some instances. This method is
superior in several respects. Its view of man is more Biblically correct;
it allows discussicn without demanding uniformity of thought; and it
stimulates discussion and study as each student tries to discover the
answers on his own. Since these last comments deal with methodology, it shall
be the subject of further comment.

The methodology will be to study John in a thematic form as suggested
by the outline. Each incident, such as Jesus' discourse with Nicodemus,
will be approached by giving information on the culture and background not
common knowledge or easily accessible to a layman. This section is called
"Behind the Scene". The next section, which deals with each incident is

entitled "Guided Discovery" in which questions are listed to draw out the



intended meaning of each passage and its application. The questions will be
of such a nature that they may suggest a direction or be of & nature that
places the student in the life setting so as to facilitate understanding.
In other words, the question may suggest the correct answer. Discussion
questions will be noted by a question mark (?) in front of the question.
These questions should be the first omitted if time is limited. These
questions also provide an opportunity for the participants to brainstorm
over less important items. Key questions which are important to the
intended meaning will be noted by placing an exclamation mark (!) in front
of the question. These questions should be dealt with even if time 1is
limited. All teachers will do well to let the students interact and should
refrain from input except to cut the discussion off and move on once the
subject has been dealt with sufficiently. The last section of each incident
is entitled ™Wrap-Up". This section will answer the questions raised in the
preceding section on the more important or less obvious questions. It is
intended to be used by the Bible study leader and is presented to help the
teacher keep the lesson on track. It answers the "Guided Discovery" section
so that auxiliary questions of the leader's own choosing may assist when
primary questions do not achieve the desired results. The "Wrap-Up'is not
used to measure the success of the Bible study. Such a usage would be
counter-productive by repressing the students' free thought and self-
expression by interjecting definitive answers that might be seen as the only
correct rendering of a particular passage.

This freedom of self-expression and free thought is especially
important in the beginning of the Bible study where the guidelines and
direction are verbally and non-verbally expressed. Since one of the

objectives is to teach good Bible study techniques through discovering what



questions need to be asked, then a certain latitude must be allowed for

incorrect answers. This latitude is especially important early in the study.

The teacher must be diligent to point out the correct or possibly correct
part of each answer. Positive reinforcement is an important part of such a

study. Typical key questions are: ™What would have been your reaction

if Jesus had said this to you?" "What does this teach us about Jesus!
personality?" "What did Jesus mean by this statement?" 'What did the person
think Jesus means?" '"'What would Jesus mean if we take Him literally?"

An outline or structure of the Gospel of John is extremely difficult,

but to provide a division into manageable sections, the following outline

is used.

The Gospel of John

I. The Introduction 1:1=2:25
Prologue 1:1=18
The Signs, Witnesses, and Calling of Disciples 1:19-2:12

His Death Foretold 2:13-25

II. Personal Demographic Encounters 3:1-5:47
Nicodemus 3:1-21
John the Baptist 3:22-36
Samaritan Woman L:1alj2
Herodian Official's Son L:lj3-54
Healing of Invalid S:1-47

II1. Public Ministry 6:1-12:50

The 5,000 6:1=71

Feast of Tabernacles, Jerusalem 7:1=10:21
Amazing Teacher 7:1-52
Woman Caught in Adultery 7:53-8:11
Testimony and Sign of the Light 8:12-9:12
Healing of the Blind 9:13-41
The Good Shepherd 10:1-21

Feast of Dedication, Jerusalem 10:22-42

The Raising of Lazarus 11:1=12:11

Triumphal Entry and Passover 12:12-50

Iv. Private Ministry 13:1=17:26
Answer of Who is Greatest 13:1-17
Jesus' Predictions of Betrayal and Denial 13:18-38
Jesus Comforts Disciples 14:1-15:17



The World's Hatred 15:18«16:)
The Coming Counselor 16:5«15
Jesus' Farewell and Summary 16:16=33
Intercessory Prayer 17:1-26

v. Christ's Passion 18:1=21:25
Arrest and Appearance Before Jews 18:1-27
Appearance Before Pilate 18:28-19:15
Crucifixion 19:16=-37
Burial 19:38~L2
Christ's Glory, Our Hope 20:71=-31
Epilogue 21:1-25

This outline is provided for a structure to aid in studying a
passage in its context, The divisions are not to be construed as a lesson
plan. The teacher is encouraged to study a section until all of the
students' questions, "Guided Discovery", and discussion is complete. In
some instances, the group may study several sections in a Sunday School
class or take several weeks to get through one section. Each group will
differ in the amount c¢f time spent in a study because each study group is
different. These are things which are of prime consideration to the study
leader. It is important to look specifically at the role the leader will
play in this Bible study.

The importance of the study leader cannot be underestimated. The
leader must not be insistent on his particular interpretation of a passage.
Rather than seeing himself as an infallible interpreter, he would do well
to turn questions directed toward himself back toward the group for their
input. The teacher is to serve as primarily a facilitator, by helping
the participants learn for themselves through asking the right questions.
Interaction between students provides a positive addition by demonstrating
that students' participation is important.

A teacher must have his mind set toward being open to learning

from the students. Each time the author has taught the Gospel of John by



this method, new insights have been added by the students. A teacher must
be willing to admit his inability to kmow all the answers. At the same
time, he must be willing to research their questions. The teacher must
allow a latitude in the answers which are given. A student may be wrong
in his understanding of a passage, but he must be allowed a right to his
view. Any other view denies the rights of personhood. A teacher can admit
the possibility of an opinion or emphasize the positive aspects of a view,
or admit that the position is held by others without condoning it. After
such an incident, a teacher may also want to ask what other views are
possible. Usually it is best to follow the paragraph divisions of a good
study Bible within the outline already mentioned. This will further reduce
the sections to manageable parts. Students should be encouraged to read
the paragraph in turn and the three sections of the study guide used at
this time.

Students should also be encouraged to bring different Bible versions,
Paraphrased versions should be discouraged as well as the Authorized
versions since the former has already done a certain amountof interpretation
and the latter is often difficult or obscure in its meaning. Bibles which
serve well are New International Version, New American Standard Version,
and Revised Standard Version. 4 good study technique is to survey the
translation of several versions in a difficult passage. Study Bibles can
be profitable if students are encouraged to share their study Bible notes.

At times the questions may appear wooden or perhaps not worded as
the teacher may naturally word them. In such cases the teacher may want to
share the question in his own words. The teacher should add any questions

which he may deem noteworthy and omit any that may seem inappropriate. In



short, a Bible study gulde is written with a hypothetical average audience
in mind., The problem is that no such group exists and each group will
require adaptation,

A useful technique is to reword a student's statement to clarify
what he is saying and encourage him to correct or expand on the teacher's
understanding of the student's meaning. Many times this will keep the
subject on track while allowing a student to clarify what he means. If a
person's view is expressed in another person's words, it allows them to
make their thoughts more precise and correct. This alsc allows the teacher
to have input and to point out a significant thought without injecting a
value judgment. Other students are likely to "piggy-back®™ on the idea or
react to it. This sort of technique is very helpful in promoting group
interaction.

A teacher also needs to be sensitive to move on when the subject
has been exhausted or is becoming mundane, In this regard he serves as a
guide influence. The other extreme would be feeling bound to complete a
certain amount and not allowing student input. A good teacher will value
input but will not allow the study to drag. If this guide is to be used
in a specific time period, it is much better to omit whole sections and
allow time for good input than to cover all passages in a hurried fashion.

An important part of the Bible study is to open and close in prayer.
Praying for God's wisdom and the Holy Spirit's guidance in the opening
and closing prayer is especially appropriate, as is to pray for the imple-
mentaticn of what has been learned. A short synopsis of what was studied
last session is used to inform those who were not present of the context

and to refresh the memory of the other students of what was studied in the

previous session.
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The bibliography is divided into two sections. The first section
will deal with general items which all could use for more inedepth study.
The second section is labeled "Advanced Materials" and may require knowledge
of Greek or scholarly Biblical training. The layman will find these

sources beneficial if they take the time to study them carefully or ask =z

pastor for assistance. This bibliography reflects the author's indebtedness

either directly or indirectly for the content of this project.

During the opening remarks is an appropriate time to share the
answers to questions not answered during the last session that the teacher
has investigated besfore thieg session. The closing moments c¢f the Bible
study is an excellent time to promote the student's independent study by
sharing several key questions to be asked in the next Bible study. This
will also raise the curiosity of the students and they will be more likely
to return next week. It also tells the student that his input is needed
and expected. These guidelines provide an introduction to the purpose,
rationale, and methodology of the Bible study guide. With these outlined,

the way is paved for the actual study guide.

FOR FURTEER STUDY

Christians Come Alive! Wheaton, I1l.: Home Bible Class Ministries, Inc.

Donald L. Griggs, Teaching Teachers to Teach, Livermore, California:
Griggs Educational Service, 197L.

International Center for Learning Seminars, 110 W. Broedway, Glendale,
California,

Lawrence 0. Richards, Creative Bible Study, Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Zondervan, 1971.

Search the Scriptures, Colorado Springs, Colo.: Nav-Press, 197L.




"

Oletta Wald, The Joy of Discovery in Bible Study, Minneapolis,
Minn.: Augsburg Publishing House, rev. ed. 1975.

Albert J. Wollen, Mirascles Happen in Group Bible Study, Glendale,
Calif.: Regal, 1976.

ADVANCED MATERIALS

A. Berkeley Mickelsen, Interpreting the Bible, Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Eerdman, 1963.




Chepter 2
JOHN'S INTRODUCTION 1:1~2:25

Prologue 1:1=-18

BEHIND THE SCENE
John's introduction to his Gospel is the most difficult portion

to study or teach. If the teacher is not somewhat experienced or if the class
is unresponsive, it would be better to start with verse 19 and éome back to
the prologue at a later date. The Apostle John uses the "word" as common
grounds in explaining the religious significance of Jesus, Tothe geﬁtile
"word" or "logos"™ was the order of the universe or that which held it together.
The "word" also is the force which keeps the world in its present order.
The "word" was the creating force of the universe. To the Jewish mind,
*logo™ meant reason, wisdom, the dynamic empowered personified creative
power. It was no accident that under the guidance of the Holy Sﬁirit the
Apostle John used the concept of "logos" as common grounds to introduce the
person of Jesus Christ. Jews, Samaritans, and Greeks would be curious to
discover more about this person who is presented as the "word" of God.

The main focus of this first chapter is the person and attributes of
Christ, the testimony of John the Baptist, and the calling of the first
disciples. The symbolic language of this Gospel is difficult but can be
dealt with if looked at singly in a slow and elementary manner. This can be
done by first noting the attributes of theksymbol, such as light, and then to

apply the appropriate attribute to that particular context. For instance,

12
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light illuminates the true nature which may be hidden by darkness. Light

and darkness are mutually exclusive and total oppcsites. Light is positive
and welcomed. Darkness is negative and suggests something ominous or

hidden. These sattributes should then be applied to the particuler context.
Care must be taken not to press this symbolism to extremes. Any illustration
will lead to erroneous conclusions if pushed too far.

John the Baptist would be of natural interest to people of this
time, due especially to his popular appeal resulting from his denunciation
of Herod, taunting the religious establishment, identificetion with the
common man, and his martyrdom. It also appears that the Apostle John may
have been e disciple of John the Baptist before Christ's advent. It must
constantly be siressed that John the Baptist's ministry was preparatory
and pointed not to himself but to Christ who was te come after him. John
the Baﬁtist's comment in 1:23 is not only reminiscent of Isaiah 40:3 but
also the cultural practice of clearing a crowded street in front of a royal

procession.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses l1=5
! 7. What Bible verse is reminiscent of John 1:17
2. Who would be acquainted with Genesis 1:1 during John's time?
3. Why would the author write John 1:1 so similar to Genesis 1:17?
! . Who is the Word?
! 5. VWhat are the characteristics and attributes of Jesus as the Word?
6. Whet kind of life is found in Christ?

7. How is this spiritual life a light to men?



2z,
23.
2k,
5.
26.

27.

14

What can light and darkness symbolize?

What is significant about all the verbs in vs. 1-4 being in the past
tense?

What is significant about "the light shines in the darkness" (v. 5)
being in the present tense?

verses 6=8
Who is this John of verse 67
What is John the Baptist's purpose in relationship to Jesus?
What is John the Baptist's authority?
What imagery does the term "light" convey in general usage?
verses 9=13
What is Jesus' relationship to the world He created?
What was Jesus' relationship to His Jewish nation?
What invitation has God given man?
How does a person become a child of God?
What does it mean to "receive Him and believe in His name" (v. 12)7
How is every man enlightened by Christ?
Wnet does this tell us about mankind?
verses 14-18
What is meant by "the Word became flesh and dwelt among us"?
What can be learned about verse 1Lb by noting verse 177
what is Christ's relationship to Moses?
What does John the Baptist's testimony tell us about Christ?

How does the law given through Moses differ from the grace and truth
exhibited by Jesus? ‘

What does verse 18 say about God and His Son Jesus Christ?
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WRAP-UP

John the Baptist is careful to explain to the Jews who asked him
that he was not Elijeh come again or the prophet spoken of in Deuteronomy
18:15, 18. John repeats that his purpose is one to make preparation for
the coming of the Lord, who is far greater than he is. John the Baptist's
reference to Jesus as the Lamb of God certainly was an allusion to the
Paschal lamb. It might have been difficult for an ordinary man to play
second fiddle as John the Baptist did after Jesus' ministry began. Yet
there is found no jealousy or competitiveness in John's attitude. 1In fact,
what we find is perfect humility.

The most important thing about John 1:1-18 is that Christ is imminent
and personal rather than far off and impersonal. Apostle John is careful to
use "word" as a concept that would attract most people's attention in the
known world. Christ was and is & man for all msnkind. This section also
points to Jesus' pre-existent nature and creation of the world. Jesus is
completely God and completely man. Both natures are found in the one his-
torical person of Jesus Christ. As man, He has empathy with mankind because
He took upon Himself the self-imposed limitation of human form. As God,
only He can settle man's indebtedness caused by sin.

John is careful to divide the world into light and darkness without
any third alternative. The positive qualities are attributed to those whose
spiritual enlightenment and lives place them in God's kingdom. Anyone not
in God's kingdom is in darkness. It is important that although this spiritual
distinction exists, it is sometimes ocutside human discernment.

The concept of "faith or to believe" runs throughout John's Gospel
as a thread tying it together. This word is used 98 times in John; yet, it

is used only 3L times in the other three gospels. John continually notes
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many people's responses to Jesus as believing Him, yet John does not
explain what he means until 20:27ff., This literary climactic movement
would draw the reader to investigate what this belief in Christ means. It

would elso challenge him to place his faith in Jesus Christ.

The Signs, Witnesses, and Calling of Disciples 1:19-2:12

BEHIND THE SCENE
The Apostle John's neglect in identifying himself as in 1:35ff is

very much in keeping with several passages in John. It certainly exhibits
his humility.

It is significant that a dove is associated with the Noshic
Covenant in Genesis 9:8~17 and 8:8-12. The Holy Spirit descending in the
form of a dove will usher in a new dispensation and eventually the covenant
of Christ's blood.

As the calling of the disciples is dealt with, it is important to
keep the students in the 1life setting by relsting the calling as a firsthand
experience. Do not allow them to objectify the experience, but continually
put them in the place of each disciple. Stress the fzct that Christ can be
just as real and personal to each one of us today.

indrew and probably John were the two disciples of John the Baptist
who heerd John the Baptist's words of adoration about Christ and decided to
investigate. Andrew in turn brings his brother Peter to Jesus. Nathansel
was probably sitting under a fig tree reading and studying scripture. Fig
trees' overhanging branches supplied shade and was a popular place to study

scriptures. Jesus had mirasculously seen Nathanael reading the very scripture

which Christ fulfilled.
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The original does not make it clear whether this is the third day of

the wedding feast or if it is three days later. This does not make a
significant difference as to the meaning of the passage. The thing which is
important is that this is the first miracle that Jesus performs according

to John. A wedding was a very joyous celebration in a world that was filled
with hard work and oppression. A wedding feast could last for over a week
with much banqueting, telling of riddles (Judges 1L:15-18; Proverbs 30:15-31),
games, and celebration. The drinking of wine was a natural part of this.
Those who object to Jesus' drinking or miraculously creating wine would do
well to remember that the wine was usually diluted with two parts wine to
three parts water. Today's wine is much stronger because additional fermen-
tation is encouraged. Since the Passover is near (v. 2:13) and this occurs
in the spring, there would have been no way to preserve the grape juice
except by fermentation or by allowing it to turn to vinegar. The context
gnd word study also suggest that it must have been fermented wine.

In the Jewish wedding, the groom would bring his bride to his home
after & short ceremony but without a2 marriage pronouncement as we know it.
This procession would be by the longest route so that as many people as
possible could wish the couple their blessings. This procession would be
accompanied by the guests carrying lighted torches and a canopy over the
couple. Upon reaching their new home, they would be treated like royalty
and even would be addressed as "king" and "queen". The bridegroom would
priorly appoint someone to be the steward of the banguet. It was his
responsibility to make the arrangements for food and drink. To run out of

wine would be seen as an embarrassment to the host and an insult to the

guests. This background gives an opportunity for Jesus to perform His
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first sign. The word "womar in the sentence "woman, what have I to do
with thee"™ has no sense of derision and was a common expression of courtesy
and respect.

Since only the slaves (along with Mary and Jesus' disciples) were
aware of the miracle, it can still be held that His public ministry had
not begun. OSlaves were expected to lie, so the miracle would either remain
a secret or the slaves' stories would be discredited. Thus, Jesus' miracle
was done in a manner that would not be publically seen. Whether the entire
120 gallons were changed or only the amount drawn off was changed to wine
is not certain. However, since Jesus ordered them to fill the jars completely
up, it would seem that His intent was to turn all of it to wine. This

water would have been used by the Jews in religious purificaticn by washing

the feet upon entering the house, and washing hands before meals and between

courses of meals.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 19-23
7. Who does John the Baptist deny himself to be?
! 2. What does Deuteronomy 18:15 add to our understanding of verse 217
3. Why did the priests and Levites ask John the Baptist if he is Elijah?

L. How does the practice of heralds clearing the way for a royal
procession add to our understanding of verse 237

verses 2L=3L
? 5. Why doec John the Baptist use the redundant phrase "baptize with water"?

€. How does the Baptist answer the Jews' question of why he is baptizing
people?

7. Since the untying of sandals and washing of feet was the job of a
household slave, what is the Baptist saying about himself and Christ?
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What was the purpose of the Passover Lamb?

How was the Passover Lamb able to save the 1ife of the oldest Jewish
son?

In what way does Jesus fulfill the role as Lamb of God?

How is it that John the Baptist can say he did not know Jesus if they
were related as shown by Luke 1:367

What caused the loss of contact between the families of John the
Baptist and Jesus?

In what sense did Jesus come before the Baptist?
What symbolism might be conveyed by the idea of a dove?

How does John's baptism differ from the baptism of the Holy Spirit?

verses 35-42

Jesus encounters two disciples. One is Andrew, who in turn brings
his brother Peter to Jesus. Who could the other original disciple

have been?

Why would the Apostle John not refer to himself by name?
Why did Andrew and the other apostle follow Jesus?

What could they have understood the Baptist to mean in his reference
to Jesus?

Does the following of Andrew and possibly John the Apostle appear
abrupt and unnatural?

If you had been Andrew, what would have compelled you to follow Jesus?

What would have compelled Andrew to introduce his brother Peter to
Jesus?

If you had been & Jew during Jesus' day, how would you have reacted
to still ancther man claiming to be the Messiah?

If you were Simon, how would you have felt at someone calling you by
& name that meant rock?

What can be learned by the example of Andrew?
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verses 3«51

Is there any significance that Philip, Andrew, and Peter were all from
the same town?

What would have compelled Philip to follow Jesus if all that was said
was, "follow me"?

How does Philip document the claims of Jesus?

What can we get from verse L5b that would lead us to believe Philip
was not making a blind leap without some factual information?

What was Nathanael's opinion of Nazareth?

Nathanael's name literally means "given by God". How could he have
responded to such a name?

If you had been Nathanael, how would you have related to Jesus!'
greeting in verse L77

A fig tree provided cool shade under which a person sometimes could
not even be seen due to the long, drooping branches. What is
Jesus inferring in verse 487

What attributes of God is Jesus revealing to Nathanael?

How does Matthew 24:31 and Genesis 28:10-17 help us understand Jesus'
comment in verse 517

How could Jesus' reference to himself as the Son of Man be vericusly
understood?

Why was Jesus intentionally vague at this point?
What different "greater things™ (v. 50) will Nathenael witness?

How would you have reacted to Jesus' display of supernatural power
and astonishing claims?

verses 2:1-12
What clues weould suggest this is genuine wine?
Why would a person be unwilling to accept this as alcoholic wine?

Does this passage promote s Christian to drink wine? (note Behind
the Scene)

What does Romans 14:21 and I Corinthians 8:9-13 help us to understand
about this question?
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L. Why did Mary tell Jesus they had run out of wine?
LS. Is Jesus' reply disrespectful? (See Behind the Scene)
L46. What does this suggest about Mary's understanding of Jesus (see Luke 2:19)?

247. If you had waited 30 years as Mary had, what would you feel at this
moment?

?L8. If you were a slave and told to draw plain water and deliver it to the
steward of the feast, what would your reaction be?

L9, How much water was involved?

50. What clue does verse 11 give us as to why only John records this
miracle?

What does Jesus mean by ™my hour has not yet come" (v. L) (see 17:1f)?

52. How does this previous question relate to John L:21,22; 5:25, 28; 7:30;
B:20; 12:23, 27; 17:1; 19:307

53. 1If slaves were just a possession, with no way to improve his economic
situation, how could he get shead?

SL. 1If slaves were characterized as lazy liers, what would have been the
steward's reaction if one of the slaves told him where the wine came

from?

S5. If you hed been one of the slaves, would you have told the steward
where the wine really came from?

56. What would have been the reaction of the bridegroom (vs. 9, 10) to
the words of the steward?

57. What might have happened the next morning when the Jews sought to
ceremonially wash themselves?

58. How many knew about the miracle?

59. If Jesus' hour of public ministry had not yet come, is there & contra-
diction since Jesus performs this miracle at a wedding? Explain.

60. Who is not mentioned in v. 127
61. Where is the last mention of Joseph?

62, What does tradition tell us about Joseph after the reference in Luke 2:417%
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163, What kind of progression in thought is seen from 1:50 to 2:117?

6. How does this compare to 2:27,287 (See Chapter 2, pagel5, on
¥faith" or "to believe™)

WHAP-UP
While it is most likely that we do not have the full conversations

leading up to the calling of the disciples, John clearly intends to convey
the idea that something supernatural occurred which motivated the disciples
to follow Jesus. Whether is was Jesus' charisma, authority, or mannerisms,
it is simply up for conjecture. The meaning of Nathanael's name (given by
God) would either lead him to live up to his name or live it down. The
seeing of Nathanzel can only be understood to be of a supernatural nature
simply because the context leaves no other slternative. Such fig trees
were often the place of serious Bible reading and prayer in Jesus' time.
The dense private shelter of solitude would be provided by the hanging
1limbs.

The wedding feast is important not only because it is Jesus!' first
miracle but because it demonstretes His benevolence by averting a socially
embarrassing situation. It also indicates that Mary understood Jesus'
nature. Some have suggested that if Jesus had turned the entire 120 gallons
into wine, it would have provided a wedding gift of considerable value. It
goes without saying that Christianity supercedes and-supplants Judaism,
but to see this as the intent of this passage goes beyond what is the
intended meaning. Those who object to Jesus' creating wing will profit
from Romans 14:21 to squelch their fears. This section reveals a different
side of Christ than what was revealed in the cleansing of the temple and

does well in balancing our image of Jesus.
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His Death Foretold 2:13-25

BEHIND THE SCENE

The whip Jesus made was of reeds and often used to herd cattle.
Whether Jesus used this on men also is up to conjecture. There is an
obvious omission to any temple guards which is interesting, but no explana-
tion is known. It is estimated that as many as 2% million Jews were in
Jerusalem during the Passover. All adult Jews who lived within 15 miles
were required to attend.

The setting of the animals and money changers occurred in the outer
court of the gentiles. The number of animals and moneychangers would have
created a chaotic etmosphere to what was intended to be solemn reverence.
Also, the smell of the animals would have been horrendous in itself. It can
certainly be seen why Jesus objected to such irreverence. The animals
were sold at exhorbitant prices within the temple, and one must buy one of
these animals to insure it was accepted by the priests. The priests received
a kickback on the animals bought in the temple. A dove, according to Barclay,
may have cost 20 times more in the temple than outside. The moneychangers
would exchange foreign gentile currency, which was considered unclean for
the temple tax of one~half sheckel required of everyone over 19 years of

age. This was roughly two days' wages.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 13-22

! 1. What would Jesus' attendance at Passover indicate about His religious
life?

2. With the number of Jews, different sacrificial animals, tables of
moneychangers, what would have been the sights, sounds, and smells
in the temple?
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3. How do the different versions translate who Jesus drove out of the
temple?

L. Who do you think Jesus chased from the temple?
5. What would have persuaded the people to sbandon their wares?
? 6. How do you envision Jesus' appearance as He cleared the temple?
7. What does this cleansing of the temple tell us about Jesus' personality?
8. What would describe the scene as Jesus cleared the temple?

9. How would have the common man reacted to Jesus' action against those
who were exploiting them through exhorbitant prices?

10. How did the Jews react to Jesus' action?

111, What kind of miracle might have they expected?

12. What kind of miracle did Jesus offer?

113, What do the Jews misunderstand Him to mean?

114. How does a play on words figure into this misunderstanding (vs. 20,21)?
verses 23-25

115, What does vs. 23«25 tell us about Jesus' understanding of mankind?

16. What event would later prove Him correct?

WRAP-UP

The two main points of this section is that Jesus foretells His own
death and the relationship of this account to the synoptics' cleansing of
the temple. The other three gospels indicate that the cleansing occurs
lzte in Jesus' ministry, while John holds it tc be early. The best answer
appears to be that there were two different cleansings. Leon Morris in his
commentary deals fairly with this complex issue. The greatest point about this

section is Jesus' foretelling His own death and more importantly His resurrection.
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Early in His ministry Jesus knows what is ahead and determines His own
destiny. He was not caught unaware in the political machinery. This
cleansing of the temple most probably resulted in public acclaim among the
populous who were tired of being fleeced by the hypocritical priests in
the common man's spiritual worship. Jesus realized the superficiality

of this acclaim and knew that these same people were only fairwesather

fellows who would turn on Him as soon as He did not fulfill their expec-

tations.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
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Chapter 3
PERSONAL DEMOGRAPHIC ENCOUNTERS 3:1=5:,7

Nicodemus 3:1=21

BEHIND THE SCENE

Nicodemus was the exception to the rule., Most members of the
Sanhedrin were afraid that Jesus might threaten their authority(by rallying
the masses against them or causing the Romans to step in, put down a
rebellion, and take the power from the Sanhedrin. Nicodemus was genuinely
interested in the validity of Jesus' spiritual claime., There is a tremen-
dous amount of irony in the scene with Jesus and this spiritual lsader.

After all, he is struggling to understand these spiritual things from an
untrained carpenter.

The Sanhedrin was the highest native authority in Judea. It has
guthority over the political, religious, and judicial life. It was
accountable to Rome and the Roman authority. It was allowed to be self
ruled as long as it did not balk at Rome's supreme authority and was successful
at governing the people without a rebellion. The Sanhedrin could not impose
a death sentence but had to petition the Romans in such a case. This point
is not totelly agreed on by scholership. Leon Morris gives a fair discussion
of this in his commentary of John.

The word "again" in verse 3 is translated variously by different
translators. The word actually conveys all the ideas of again, anew, from
above. The various versions seek to translate this complex word with only

one word. Unfortunately, there is no single equivalent word in English so

26
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they must decide which aspect to communicate. In verses 6-9 Jesus uses a
play on words to emphasize His point. The Greek word trenslated "spirit"
and "wind" is the same word and could be interchanged. Jesus is constantly
talking on a spiritual level and Nicodemus' understanding of Jesus' comments
is only of a physical nature. Jesus repeatedly attempts to get Nicodemus
thinking spiritually, but Nicodemus seems unable to understand what Jesus
means.

In verse 16 is found a word translated "only begotten."™ The word
refers to Jesus' nature as being one of a kind. Jesus was indeed this in
being completely man and completely God: two natures in one person.

The question as to how much of the chapter is the actual words of
Jesus and how much is the editorial comment of John is uncertain. Most
versions will include all of this section as the words of Jesus. The best
commentaries indicate that verse 15 ends the words of Jesus and verse 16
begins the editorial comments of John. It appears from the words used,
style, and verb tenses that these are the comments of John. This is of no

real significance since it is all the product of the Holy Spirit's

inspiration!

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 1=15
1. Why did Jesus' public ministry occur always in daylight?
! 2. VWhy did Nicodemus come to Jesus at night?

8. Over what various aspects of life did the Sanhedrin have jurisdiction?

! 4. What would be comparable today to the position as & member of the
Sanhedrin?

S. Why would Nicodemus want a private audience with Jesus?

? 6. The title "rabbi could be one of respect or denote real authority.
What did Nicodemus mean?
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What spiritual depth of understanding is demonstrated by this member of
highest religious esuthority?

Does this lack of spiritual discermment among the religiously learned
have application today?

With what type of statement did Nicodemus begin his conversation with
Jesus?

What would you think of someone addressing you in such a manner?

What was his motive?

Jesus' reply indicates that He knew the question which was really on
Nicodemus' mind. What does this reveal about Jesus?

In verse 3, different Bible translations differ as to how they transe
late "born again" or "anew". How does each of these add to our under-

standing of becoming a Christian?
What is the Kingdom of God?
Why can't a man enter heaven without being born again?

Jesus is clearly spesaking on a spiritual level; how does Nicodemus
misunderstand Jesus' statement (verses 3,L4)?

How is the phrase in verse 5 "born of the water®™ varicusly understood?
What does the Living Bible footnote say about this verse 37
What does Jesus mesan in verse € by "flesh" and "spirit"?

What characteristics do the wind and Holy Spirit have in common
according to verse 87

If we cannot see the wind or the Holy Spirit, how do we know they exist?
What point is Jesus illustrating by using the image of wind?

If natural men cannot understand the things of God regardless of how
learned, how can man understand spiritual things (v.11)?

What does verse 12 teach us about the spiritual lesdership in Jesus' day?
How do we know Christianity is not an elitist religion?

What is Jesus saying to Nicodemus and the other religious leaders in
verse 127
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What is Jesus saying about Himself in verse 137

Why does He speak of Moses lifting up the serpent?

"Son of Man™ is the title most often used by Jesus to refer to Himself.
Read Deniel 7:9=14, specifically verse 13; Numbers 23:19; Ezekiel 2:1,
What are the different shades of meaning and similarities?

Why would Jesus use ®"Son of Man" if the concept was somewhat ambiguous?

Since Jesus used this ambiguity to prod people to decide for themselves
who Jesus was, how does relate to John's use of "believe"™ or

"believe in® 98 times?
What type of personality did Nicodemus exhibit?

How would you characterize Jesus' dealing with Nicodemus? Was He
chiding or lovingly reproving Nicodemus?

verses 16«21

Where do different translations end the actual words of Jesus indicated
by the quotation marks?

Does vs. 16=21 appear to be the words of Jesus to Nicodemus or explana-
tory comments of John?

What different things can be learned about the relationship between man
and God from verse 167

How do we answer those who say they do not believe that a loving God
would condemn anyone to hell (v. 17)?

What was God's purpose in sending His Son?
According to verse 18, how is mankind spiritually divided?
What should this condition prompt Christians to do?

What or who is the light in verse 197

What does verses 19 and 20 teach us about different human personalities
and reaction to Christianity?

What does verse 21 teach us sbout Christians?

Where do we hear of Nicodemus again (19:38ff)?
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WRAP-UP

It is no accident that many people use this passage in witnessing
or evangelism., The neture of a Christian, the manner in which one becomes
a Christian, are explained in the simplest manner. One can empathize with
Nicodemus' struggle and not feel ashamed at their inability to understand.
The great miracle of salvation is revealed in that God loved mankind in
spite of our rejection even though to send God in the flesh to make heaven
aveilgble to all. This sending of God Himself was necessary since Man's
sins were so great that no man could make restitution for himself, let
along the whole of mankind! Yet God realized that the only way He could
express His imminence was by taking on the limitations of a man. Another
thought pointed out by this passage is that God certainly condemns no person

to hell; man condemns himself by his rejection of God's provisions. In this

dialogue, Jesus lovingly reproves Nicodemus and is successful since we later

see Nicodemus participates in Jesus' burial. The statistical odds were against

such a conversion, but it is great to know that God is not willing to play the

odds. Instead He offers salvation and accepts the possibility of rejection.
John the Baptist 3:22-L:3

BEHIND THE SCENE

Since water is in such short supply in Palestine, the places where
there could be public baptisms were very few. It was inevitable that the
Baptist and Jesus would set up shop close together. Just as the difference
was never between Abraham and Lot, so the differences do not arise between
Jesus and the Baptist but their disciples. The spirit which the Baptist

shows is tremendous. It would be easy to feel bitter or envious playing
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"second fiddle". Instead, John the Baptist is explicit in saying that "I

must decrease so that He might increase.”™ This is the Apostle John's last

comment about John the Baptist.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
1. Why did John the Baptist continue baptizing?

2. What would a Jew be discussing with the disciples of the Baptist about
purification?

3. How would the purification rite such as in John 2:6ff help us to
understand the nature of the disagreement?

? 4. What was the motive of the Baptist's disciples in verse 267

S. In your own words, what was the Baptist's answer to his disciples'
question?

! 6. How does a wedding illustrate the Baptist's point?

7. What would have been your reaction to the Baptist's statement about
Jesus?

8. What does the Baptist say about Jesus in verses 31-367
9. What can we learn about the Trinity in verses 31=367
10. Why did Jesus have His disciples baptizing people and not Himself?

111. What application does that give us for the work of the church?

WRAP-UP
The humility which the Baptist portrays is an inspiration for us all.

It is easy to become prideful of our spiritual gifts, Yet the Baptist
remained truly humble. This same spirit can be seen by John as he wrote

this Gospel. The Apostle John may have indeed been a previous follower of

the Baptist.
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A great many people in the spostle's day would have known about the
Baptist's teachings, and the Baptist's own testimony about Jesus would have
sparked some interest in the person of Jesus Christ. Many false messiahs

arose during this time, but only one was acclaimed by the Baptist!

The Samaritan Woman lsl=l?2

BEHIND THE SCENE

To the Jewish mind of Jesus' time, there was no such thing as a
good Samaritan. They were hated half-breed Jews. Contact with a Samaritan
would cause a person to become ceremonially unclean. Jesus initiated a
conversation with this Samaritan by asking to drink water which Jews would
have considered unclean. Even more astounding is the fact that this
Samaritan was a woman and, worse yet, an adulteress! The time of day which
Jesus met her should have suggested that she might be a social outcast.

Most picus Jews journeying to Galilee would cross the Jordan and
travel on the east side and then cross the Jordan once agzin when they were
across from Galilee in order not to come in contact with the Samaritans.
This was the more difficult and less direct route. Why Jesus felt compelled
to go through Samarias is not certain., It is plausible that Jesus knew the
spiritual condition of the woman and chose this route accordingly. It is
also possible that the level of the Jordan River during the spring runoff
made it impossible or unsafe to cross the river. This is less likely than
the former. It is also possible that Jesus was fleeing the Jews, who may

have been following Him because of His previous encounter.
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This passage demonstrates Jesus' continually redirecting the conver=-
sation to a spiritual level while the woman speaks on a purely physical
level. Finally, when Jesus gets too close for comfort and she realizes she
cannot avoid the spiritual discussion (v. 18), she tries to direct the
discussion to a more controversial subject or one that is impersonal and
just about religion (v. 19). Jesus stops such idle speculation by claiming
to be the Messiah, a claim that could not be avoided. One can only imagine
why the villagers would listen to a woman cf such a reputation, let alone
give credence to her claims about Jesus. Something must have resulted from
her contact with Jesus that would have aroused their curiosity enough to
investigate this Jew who was willing to associate with despised Samaritans.
It is interesting to note that this is the first mass conversion noted by
John and it occurs among Samaritans. This certainly fulfills verse L4 and
would make Jesus suspect in the eyes of the religious establishment.

Since this occurred after Passover, which occurs in the spring, it
is possible that Jesus pointed out actual wheat fields when He spoke of the
harvest being ready. Wheat is green in the spring and early summer and is
ready for harvest as it turns color and becomes golden or "white". Jesus is
saying that the harvest fields of the disciples are not green as they
suppose but are actually past harvest time. Wheat that is in this condition
is precarious since the heads are heavy with grain. It is susceptible to
wind or rain blowing it over thus making harvest difficult and shedding much

of the grain. The comparison to evangelism is obvious.

QUIDED DISCOVERY
verses lL=15

1. How do the different versions translate "He had to pass through Samaria"?

Portland Cenfer Library



34

7?7 2. What is implied by the different translations?

! 3. Most Jews would cross the Jordan River rather than pass through the
hated Samaria. What does Jesus' passing through Samaria tell us?

{ L. Jewish rabbis were forbidden to talk to women in public and men talking
to women in general was frowned upon; what does this tell us about Jesus?

! 5. Jews would become ceremonially unclean if they came in contact with a
Samaritan. What does this tell us about Jesus?

6. Most women drew their water in the early morning and used the time to
socialize and gossip. Why did this woman come about noon?

7. What does the Samaritan woman think Jesus is speaking about in verse 10
(note v. 11)7

8. Jesus uses the symbol of water as an object lesson. Why is water such
an appropriate object in an arid climate?

! 9. How are the characteristics of water applicable to our spiritual life?

10. Why does Jesus use the term "living" water?

11. What were the characteristics of this whter about which Jesus is speaking?

112. What does the Samaritan woman understand Jesus to mean in verse 157
verses 16=26

13. What does verse 16 reveal about Jesus?

1. Why would Jesus ask her such a morally embarrassing question if He
already knew the answer?

After Jesus put the woman on the spot, why does she change the subject
in verses 19 and 20?

?716. Mt. Gerazim was the worship site of the Samaritans while Jews insisted
that only Jeruseslem was acceptable. Why would the woman ask such a
controversial question?

17. How would you paraphrase Jesus' answer in verses 23 and 247
18. Why did the woman call Jesus a prophet?

19. How does the Samaritan put Jesus off in verse 257

20. What is the attitude of the woman in this dielogue with Jesus?

721. What is Jesus' motive in this discourse?
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verses 27«42

22. How does the disciples' attitude toward this woman differ from Jesus'?
723, What caused the woman to leave her water jug?
2. With the woman's reputation, what would have caused the villagers to
give her claims credence?
125. Who would the Samaritan woman be in our modern culture?
26. What clue does that give us about human personalities and evangelism?
127. How does the illustration of a harvest help us understand something
about evangelism?
128, What counseling techniques can we learn from Jesus' discourse with the
Samaritan woman?
729, How would a legalistic Jew react to this first mass evangelism among
Samaritans?
30. What do verses 39-42 say as to the reason the Samaritans believed in
Christ?
31. What is significant that these Samaritans are the first ones to call
Jesus the Savior of the world?
32. What does it mean to believe Jesus to be Savior of the world (note &lso
20:30)7
WRAP-UP

Jesus was not a person to allow social barriers to deter Him from

meeting spirituel needs, even if it meant coming into disfavor with those in

religious authority. Once again Jesus exhibits attributes only exhibited by

God.

In His conversation He shows a singlemindedness of getting to the

spiritual root of the woman's problem. It is too bad that His disciples

didn't see this but instead were amazed that Jesus would‘break social

standards. This discussion would probably have been impossible if the

disciples had not been getting food. It appears that the disciples werei

at least in part responsible for her leaving. The application of this
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section to our lives is that we should not allow socially-imposed barriers,
especially racial barriers, from deterring us from sharing the gospel.

The history of missions which shows that Christians have been slow to send
missionaries to Asien and African peoples would indiéate a subtle form of
bigotry. Surely that harvest is past due. Jesus is indeed a2 man for all

mankind, regardless of their sex, race, or social standing.

Herodian's Son L:L3-5k

BEHIND THE SCENE

In the previous section, Jesus converted many people of a Samaritan
village. This would have made Him suspect to the Jewish religious community.
This healing of an official's son, most likely a member of Herod's court,
would have been looked down upon. Herodians were considered traitors who
had sold out to the Romans and were helping exploit their countrymen.

Some scholars have identified this as a parallel account of the Centurion
of the same city who came to Jesus seeking his servant to be healed as seen
in Matthew 8:5ff. Although the centurion may have identified his son as a
slave fearing that Jesus would not heal a hated Roman, this appears less
likely. Once again Jesus shows that social and racial barriers have no
place in God's kingdom. Such an act would be unpopular with the masses,
yet Jesus still heals the official's son. The act of benevolence is also
seen as a sign of Jesus' divine nature. This supernatural miracle resulted
in the conversion of not only the father but the whole household. It was

quite common for the whole family and household, which would include slaves,

to follow the religicus affiliation of the head of the household.



37

GUIDED DISCOVERY

1. When and where did the Galilean see Jesus?

2. How would & Jew have reacted to a higheranking traitor begging Jesus
to heal his son?

3. How is the faith of this man demonstrated?
! L. What is significant about this healing?

What would have been your reaction if this were your son whom Jesus
healed?

6. What does Jchn mean by "sign" in verse 547
7. What was the first sign that Jesus performed (2:11)7

? 8. Why did Jesus perform this miracle and yet refuse to give a sign to the
Jews when He cleansed the temple?

9. How is verse UL born out in this passage?

WRAP-UP
The fact that the son was healed the same hour that Jesus told the

official that his son would live leaves little possibility that it was a
coincidence. John emphatically and explicitly declares it a sign of Jesus'
divine nature. John pr=fers to use the term %sign® rather than miracle
because it peints more to His Messianic nature. Since Jesus was willing

to heal = Herodian official's son, which would have been an unpopular action,
Jesus once agszin demonstrates that popular opinion should not determine

what is right. Jesus is once again shown to be the man for all mankind.
Hezling the Invalid 5:1-47

BEHIND THE SCENE

Beggers were very numerous in Jerusalem in Jesus' day. The giving

of money to the needy, called alms, was part of the Jewish faith. The giving
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of alms in Jerusalem was especially important. It is for this reason thet
Jerusalem had more than its share of beggers. A begger in Jerusalem could
easily subsist on alms, so it was not strange that Jesus asked if he wanted
to be healed. Some have suggested that a good paraphrasing of Jesus' words
would be M™are you earmestly wanting to be healed?" This suggests that some
beggers would be unwilling to give up their present income as a begger.
Nevertheless, the begger assumed that Jesus was volunteering to help him
into.the pool since the superstition held that the first one in the water
after it agitated was healed. Bible versions will differ as tc how much

of verses 3 and || are included in the text. It appears that the comments
were first placed as marginal notes and a later copyist added them to the
actual text. The best and earliest manuscripts omit these comments in the
text. The exact name of the pool is uncertain. There is quite a variety
ef names witnessed by Greek manuscripts. This appears to be scribal errors
in hearing as the manuscript was read alcud and copied by several scribes.
Also, some errors seem to be an intentional effort &s scribes tried to
translate it to mean "house of divine mercy" or "Bethesda". The exact name

of the pool is very uncertain. Metzger's A Textual Cormentary on the Greek

New Testament outlines the basic problem on this and the tradition of an

angel stirring the water.

It cannot be determined which feast of the Jews this was. The most
popular suggestions is either Passover or Purim. The breaking of the
Sabbath was looked on as a serious crime and was punishable according to the
0ld Testament by death. Nevertheless, the Jews were more interested in
finding out who had advised him to carry his mat than rejoicing over his

healing. It is not certain whether Jesus slipped away after the healing or



39

if the former invalid simply lost track of Him in the crowd. Whichever
occurred, it is plain that it was Jesus that found the man a second time
and not vice versa. Jesus could have told him to stop sinning so that

he could avoid eternal punishment, or it could be interpreted to mean stop
sinning to that the natural consequences of a life exemplified by sin does
not overtake you. The original language support this suggestion. After
this second confrontation with Jesus, this man is quick to report Christ's
identity to the Jewish leaders.

The latter part of the section clearly shows Jesus' claims sbout
Himself to be understood as claims of deity. John has finally allowed the
reader an understanding of who Jesus is. The nature of Christ is not
totelly reveasled, but the basic framework is laid. John not only answers
the basic questions of who Jesus is but also the result of faith in Him;
resurrection of life.

In a final slap in the Jews' face, Jesus says they do not know the
Scriptures or God. They seek after self-admiration rather than seeking to
please God. They do not believe Moses but supposedly they received the
Baptist's testimony while ignoring the Baptist's testimony about Jesus.

Such accusations would have infuriated any of the Jewish leaders.

GUIDED DISCOVERY

verses 1=9
1. How would an invalid financially support himself?
! 2. What would such a person correspond to today?
3. What would be his social standing?

L. What does that tell us about Jesus?




6.
7.
8.

9.
710.

111.

112,

3.
1L,

15.
716,

17.

?18.
19.
20.

721,

122,

23.

Lo

Since alms giving, especially in Jerusalem, had great imporiance to the
Jewish faith, why would so many beggers live in Jerusalem?

Why would some beggers not want to be well?

How does this explain Jesus' question in verse 67

How does Jesus know the man had been there a long time?

What does the invalid expect Jesus to do in order for him to be healed?

How would you have reacted if Jesus told you to pick up your bed and
walk after being unable to walk for 38 years?

What was Jesus' motive in healing this man?
verses 10=17

What was the reaction of the Jews to being told that the begger was
healed?

What should have been their reaction?

How is this man's answers in verse 11 similar to Adem's answer to God
after eating the forbidden fruit?

How does Exodus 31:13=-15 add to our understanding of this situation?

How do various versions translate verse 137

Why would Jesus slip away in the crowd or did the formerly crippled
man just lose Jesus in the crowd?

Why did Jesus seek out the man in verse 14?7
Why does Jesus admonish him to stop sinning?
What is the physical result on the body of a life bent on sinning?

Is Jesus aluding to divine punishment and/or natural consequences?
Explain.

As has already been pointed out, working on the Sabbath was punishable
by death and the Jews plotted to kill Him, What does this reveal about
their understanding of religious matters in conjunction to this divine

healing?
verses 17=29

What do the Jews understand Jesus to be claiming?
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2l;. What is Jesus' reaction to their understanding?
125, What does Jesus!' failing to correct them tell us about who He is?
26. What is the relationship between God the Father and Jesus Christ in
verses 19 and 207
127. What attributes of God the Father and Jesus Christ are parallel or
comparable in verses 21-237
128, What are the options of mankind in relation to the claims of Jesus?
29. What parallel thoughts are expressed in verses 21-23 and 25-277
30. What promise and warning is found in verses 28 and 297
31. What is "the hour"™ of verses 25 and 28 which Jesus spesaks about?
verses 30-47
132. What does Deuteronomy 19:15 say about the number of witnesses needed
to substantiate a legal claim?
133, What sources of authority does Jesus alude to in order to prove these
claims (note: 5:32,37; 5:33; 5:36; 5:39; 5:L46)?
134. How does Deuteronomy 18:17-19 add to our understanding of what Jesus
is saying?
35. What charges is Jesus making against the Jews in 5:3847?
36. What dces Jesus say about the Baptist in verses 33~36a?
737. How would you react to these charges 1f you had been one of the Jews?
WRAP-UP

It is hard to imagine the religious narrow-mindedness of anyone

ignoring a miraculous headling and being ready to condemn a person because he

healed on the Sabbath. Such legalism that ignores a divine act is hard to

conceive, They apparently were totally blind to this event which had to be

supernatural in ofigin. Jesus in exasperation confronts them with His claims

of divinity in order to point out this was a divine act which should bring

rejoicing, not accusations of Sabbath breaking.
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The Jews answer Jesus' claims of being God with charges of blasphemy.
Their minds were so entrenched in legalism that they could not see the obvious.
The obvious conclusion is that since only God could have healed such an
infirmity, Jesus must have divine powers and be who He claims to be.

How much attention would the normal Christian pay to a skid row
bum? Yet Jesus not only healed this begger but put His life at stake by
healing him on the Sabbath., All human life is important and cannot be
judged expendable or one human life placed at a higher value than another.
Christ is interested in everyone, even the lowest social stature. Christ

is truly a man for all mankind! This is the central theme of John 3:1-5:47.
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Chapter
PUBLIC MINISTRY 6:1-12:50

The Five Thousand 6:1-71

BEHIND THE SCENE

In this section Jesus is followed by a group of 5,000 men, plus
uncounted women and children. It was customary in Jesus' day not to count
women and children., This group was interested primarily in getting more
food from Jesus,; although some might have been sincerely searching for
spiritual rezlity. The bread involved was an inexpensive, coarse barlsy
type. The texts have no other possibility but that a miracle occurred,
These people were immedlistely ready to make Jesus king even though He had
no legitimate claim to the throne. The Romans would have immediately
stepped in and put down any such rebellion. This popular acclaim would have
proved a temptation for any ordinary man, but Jesus was not ordinary and
knew that this was not God's purpose. The retrest into the mountain provides
an escape from the crowd, a time of solitude and relaxation and a sestting
for the next miracle: the walking on water.

The journey scross the Sea of Galilee would be approximately two and
one-half to three miles in distance, yet the disciples rowed three to four
miles. These disciples were fishermen by trade and accustomed to fishing by

night. Such storms can quickly blow up and still dc today. How to account

for the discrepancy of the distance is difficult. It is possible that they

L3
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became disoriented or that the storm made it difficult to accurately judge
the distance. Whatever the explanation, these superstitious men became
frightened when the light of the full moon illuminated Jesus walking toward
them on the water. At the sound of Jesus' voice their fears subsided.

John notes that "immedistely"™ they were on shore. This could imply some

gupernatural miracle., To suggest that Jesus had walked around the Sea and

walked out to greet them on a sand bar ignores the fact that the Scriptures
clearly portray this as a miracie.

Jesus uses the bread as a metaphor for Himself in illustrating that

He nourishes spiritual life. This, of course, is the first of John's
7T ams". The seven "I ams" provide a substantial backbone to the spiritual
emphasis of the Gospel of John. This is not to say that the other gospels
do not have & spiritusl dimension. It simply means that this spiritual
emphasis is more the focus of the Gospel rather than reciting the 1life of
Christ. John's gospel interprets what Christ's life means rather than
Jjust a simple historical account. The seven "I ams" and an all-important
eighth in 8:58 declare something about the spiritual nature of Christ and
His relationship to His disciples. A good aid in determining the intended
meaning of each "I am" is to determine the object's relationship to the
physical world and then apply this to the relationship between Jesus and
His disciples. Each of these will be dealt with individually.

Jesus continues to work with these people even after it is obvious
that most of them are only interested in getting more food. Jesus finally

tells them in the bluntest of terms that they must eat His flesh and drink

His blood to be worthy of following Him. Such words would have separated
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the curiosity seekers and those looking for a handout from those who were
searching after spiritual truths. Most scholars do conclude that Jesus is
speaking about discipleship, not communion. To become a Christian means
a total identification of onesself with Christ and, if necessary, His
suffering-servant role. As Dietrich Bonhoffer has said, anything less
would be cheap grace.

Throughout this discourse Jesus stresses that salvation is not so
much a result of man's acceptance but rather God's provision. Both have a
place in the understanding of salvation, but clearly the emphasis is upon
God's initiative and provision.

Another emphasis is that Jesus was aware from the very beginning

that one of His disciples would betray Him. This is a recurring theme in

John's gospel.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 1=14
? 1. Why did the crowds follow Jesus?
2. Why would He be concerned about feeding the crowd?
! 3, What was Jesus' purpose in testing Philip (Note II Kings L:}43)?

? L. Why would Andrew suggest the boy's five loaves and two fishes if he
knew it was not enough?

5. Does verse 14 indicate that the event was natursl or supernatural?

? 6. How do you answer those who believe that the crowd felt ashamed when
the boy shared his own meal and this caused the crowd to share the

food they had brought?
7. What can be learned by Jesus' supplying more than needed?

Why did Jesus have the fragments picked up?

~}
@)
.

9. Why did Jesus give thanks for the food?
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110. What does Deuteronomy 18:15 tell us about the crowd's expectations?
111. What does this section tell us about mankind?

12. What can we learn about Jesus from this event?
713. How do people sometimes approach Jesus in a similar manner?

1l;. What can be learned from the generosity of the young boy?

verses 15=21

115, What kind of a king did the crowd want?

16. In what way was Jesus mistakenly identified with Moses?

17. Why did Jesus retreat into the mountains?

118. How might someone else have reacted to such acclaim?

19. What would have been the Romans' reaction to Jesus being made king?

20. What does verse l; indicate about how much moonlight there might have
been?

21. What occupation of the disciples would have been useful sl this time?
22. How could the disciples have expected Jesus to meet them?
23. According to John 21:3, when did fishing take place?

2. How do you explain that it was only two to three miles across the Sea
of Galilee and the disciples had rowed three to four miles?

25. Why were they frightened when they saw Jesus?

26, What does the "immediately"™ of verse 21 add to the meaning of the
verse?

?27. If "immediately" implies the idea of a miracle, how do we answer those
who would say Jesus walked upon & sand bar?

28. What can we learn from the disciples when we are in danger or fear for
our lives?

29. Why were they glad to take Jesus into the boat as verse 21 indicates?

30. Why did Jesus walk on the water? Did He do it to impress the disciples?
What does this tell us about Christ?
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verses 22-40
31. Was the crowd really interested in how Jesus got to Capernaum?
32. What quelity of commitment did the crowd exhibit?

33. How does Jesus attempt to change their interest in verse 277

?34. Why did He speak with such symbolism?
35. How do they answer Jesus' offer of eternzl life?

136. Does their understanding of salvation by works meet with Jesus'
approval? How does He correct their understanding?

37. What are they looking for in verses 30 and 317

38. What does versz 30 indicate sbout their sincerity in the question
which they have just asked?

139, In verse 28 the crowd over-emphasizes man's role in salvation by
stressing human works. How does Jesus correct a similar error in

verse 327

140, Bread was a common part of almost every meal. It formed the dietary
backbone of Jesus' day. What chearacteristics of this illustration
apply to Jesus in a spiritual sense?

141, What assurance does this give Christians?

L2. What differences exist between real bread and the spiritual nourishment
of Christ according to verse 357

L3. In verse 30 th- crowd asks for a sign to prove Christ's claims. How
does verse 3€ nelp us understand why Jesus did not accommodate them?

L. What is Jesus claiming about Himself in verse 387

'45. How does verse 38 indicate what Jesus' motive is?

L6. What does Jesus mean by "raise him up" in verses 39 and Lo?
L7. What assurances can a Christian get from verse 357

LE. What promise is found in verse 377

L9. What does verse LO mean to a Christian?

150, What does the crowd's interest tell us about human nature?

51. Vhat truths are presented about salvation?
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verses L1-51

Jesus either overheard the crowd speaking or miraculously knew what
they were speaking about. Which is more probable?

What does the crowd understand Jesus to mean when He says "I have
come down from heaven"?

How does Jesus answer this understanding?
What would indicate that the crowd knew something about Jesus?
What important point does verse Ll make about God's part of salvation?

How does Jesus clarify His claims about His relationship with God the
Father in verses LL=L6?

What answer does verse 45 provide for those who claim to believe in
God but do not believe in Christ?

What authority is Jesus claiming in verse 457

What would be the reaction of the Jewish religiocus leaders to Jesus'
comment in verse 457

What is Jesus implying in verse L6 (note verse 38)7

What is the difference between the bread from heaven and the manna
in the wilderness?

verses 52-65

How would a kosher Jew react to Jesus' statements in verses 52«57
(note Deuteronomy 12:20=25)7

What is Jesus stressing by using "live" or "living" repeatedly in
verse 577

What does Jesus mean by eating His flesh and drinking His blood if
scholars are correct that it does not mean communion?

Why might Jesus use such inflammatory and offensive symbols to these
fair-weather disciples who lacked real commitment (note verses 60,

61, and 66)?
How is verse 62 fulfilled by Acts 1:6=97

What does verse 64 reveal sbout Jesus?
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69. How does Jesus show that He is not primarily interested in numbers
of disciples?

170. What is He primarily interested in if not numbers of disciples? How
should this apply to our lives?

71. Who is He alluding to in verse 647

verses 66«71

172. Why did many stop following Jesus after this time as verse 66 indicates?

173. Why did Peter decide to continue following Jesus?

7L. Why was Jesus explicit in announcing that He knew of one of His disciples
who would betray Him?

775. How would you have reacted if Jesus had just spoken these words to you?

76. Why does John repeatedly record Jesus' statements which tell us that
Jesus knew who would betray Him?

?77. What does Jesus mean when He says Judas was a "devil"?

78. What can we learn by the desertion of many of Jesus' followers at
this time?

179. What was the difference between the disciples who steyed and those
who left

180. What examples of "fair-weather" disciples and totally cormitted
disciples do we have today?

81. How do they differ?

82. What attributes of a true disciple does Peter illustrate by his
statement in verses 68 and €97

82. Many of those who turned their backs on Jesus were the same ones who
saw the miraculous feeding of the five thousand. What does that
tell us why Jesus did not provide them with additional signs?

184. How does this help us understand why God does not just perform some
gigantic miracle which would prove His existance?

85. What promises for a Christian are enclosed in verses 35-407
86. What provisions are offered for a non-Christian?

87. Should Christians seek persecuticn in order to identify with Christ?
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788, What should be a Christian's response to adversities in political or
religicus persecution?

89. How much should consideration of success or holding out affect our
response to persecution?

790. Is there any reason to hold out when there is no hcpe for success?

WRAP-UP

Jesus clearly exhibits signs of His divinity through the miraculous
feeding of over 5,000, walking on water, knowledze that one of His disciples
would betray Him, end knowing what the crowd was saying to each other.

The popular knowledge about Jesus is growing and sc is the reader's under-
standing of who Jesus is.

The fact that Jesus is willing to work with these people whose motive
is not sbove reproach gives Christians confidence that God dees not abandon
us when we are not where we spiritually should be. It alsc says that
Jesus does work with non-Christians.

In the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus not only exhibits compassion but
8lso supplies more than is needed. He also exhibiis a concern for waste-
fulness by collecting the leftover bread fragments. These qualities certainly
need to be emulated by the church today. Self denizl is no more spirituail
than idolatiry of material gain., Christians must distinguish between needs
and wants so that worldwide hunger and starvation can be lessened. Christians
are stewards of the earth and must *take seriously a reduction in pollution
so that the world is no worse off at our death than at our birth.

A major emphssis is that our spiritual nourishment depends upon

Christ. This promise bears a commitment to a life identified with Christe
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like character. We cannot accept the promise without the obligation since

they are inseparsble. It is importent at this point to remember that
salvation is God's gracious offer and not man's reward. No one deserves
eternal life yet without emulating Christ's life we cannot receive it.
This is the cost of discipleship as Bonhoffer has shown.

Some would wish God to simply perform some gigantic miracle in
order to evangelize the world. Yet many of those who witnessed this
feeding of the 5,000 turned their backs on Jesus. Jesus recognized that
There will be those who deny

just one more sign would never be enough.

God to the very instant of their judgment.

Feast of Tabernacles, Jerusalem 7:1=-10:21

The Amazing Teacher 7:1-52

BEHIND THE SCENE

Much of John's gospel revolves around the various feasts of the
Jews, and this passage is a good example. Jesus' half-brothers jeeringly
suggest that He go up to Jerusalem. This would probably have caused His
arrest. Most Jews would travel together with family and acqueaintances from
their home village. These people would be able tc identify Jesus. He went
tc Jerusalem on the third day of a seven- or eight-day celebration in order
to begin teaching in the temple without His identity being known. Such
an arrival would allow Jesus to win their support on the basis of His
teachings without preconceived ideas. Another factor is that the Jewish
leaders would be reluctant to arrest Jesus in the midst of a crowd for fear
of a public uprising. The Romans would have held the Jewish leaders

responsible for such an uprising, so they would be very eager t¢ nip any

such uprising in the bud.
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A good rule in debating is when you cannct refute the argument,

question the debater's character. This is exactly what the crowd does in

verse 20. Jesus argues that since the Jews were allowed te practice circum-

cision if the eighth day after birth occurred on the Sabbath, then surely
it should be permissable for Him to completely restore a man on the Sabbath.

The feast of tabernacles itself occurred either in September or

early October and lasted seven or eight days. Its observance is commanded

in Exodus 23:16, 34:22, and numerous other passages. Its significance was

twofold. First of all, it was a celebration of the harvest and consequently

was also czlled the Feast of Ingathering. Secondly, it commemorated the
journey in the wilderness where they dwelt in booths or temples. All adult
males who were physically able were to dwell in temporary shelters at this
time. The shelters were usually made of branches and leaves. This was &
celebration of God's provisions and protection during the wandering in the

wilderness. This fezst was to be celebrated as the most joyous of all

festivals,

On each of the seven days of the feast, a priest would draw wster
from the pool of Siloam in a golden flagon and bring it in a procession to

the temple with a joyful sounding of trumpets. At the same time, there would

be a second procession from the Kedron Valley. Water was poured into a
bowl beside the altar from which a tube took it to the base of the altar.
Simultaneously wine was poured through a similar bowl on the other side of
the sltar. These symbolic ceremonies were acts of thanksgiving for God's
mercy in giving water for the past and in looking forward to the giving of
rain in the years to come. Jesus probably spcke verse 37 as the water

would be poured on the altar. Jesus changes the focus of the ceremony
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from physical to spiritual needs which only He can fulfill. The passage
which Jesus quotes in verse 38 is uncertain since there is no passage which

translates as such. Some feel that Jesus may have been loosely trans-

lating Isaish 12:3, LL:3, 58:11, or Zechariah 14:8.

The people are still divided as to Jesus' claims, but it appears
that Jesus is gaining disciples. The Jewish leaders are plotting to kill
Jesus without a trial, which would be a2 violation of the law. At the same
time the Jews are seeking to kill Jesus partly because He broke the Mosaic
Law by healing on the Sabbath. The irony of this is that in unlawfully
seeking to kill Jesus without a proper trial, the Jews are genuinely guilty

of breaking the Mosaic Law. The guilty are seeking the death of the

innocent Jesus.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 1«13
! 1. According to John 5:16-18, why did the Jews sesk to kill Jesus?

? 2. Since Jesus' half-brothers did not believe in Him as verse 5 indicates,
what did they mean by their comments in verses L and 57

3. How would they have said verses L and 57
L. What is Jesus saying in answer to their mocking comments?

! 5. What ulterior motives do Jesus' half-brothers have in suggesting He
return to Judea?

6. Since the Jewish officials would be looking for Him, why would He be
reluctant to go to Jerusalem with His family and other members of His

village?

? 7. Is Jesus lying in verse 8 when He later goes to Jerusazlem (note
Behind the Scene)?

8. What does it mean that Jesus went to Jerusalem privately and not
publicelly?
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Who did the people fear when it says, "yet for fear of the Jews, no
one spoke openly"?

Who did Jesus mean by "world" in verse 77
Why did some people think Jesus was leading the pecple astiray?

What similar charge is made against Christianity today?

How do you answer such a charge?
verses 14=-2l

What would have been the advantage of Jesus' going up in the middle of
the feast and teaching people unaware of who He is?

How does Jesus react to the favorable response to His teachings in
verses 17 and 187

Did the Jews deny Jesus' charge that they do not keep the Law?
Rather than toc answer Jesus' charge in verse 19, what do they de?
Whet kind of escape maneuver is this?

What was the deed for which the Jews were seeking to kill Jesus
(note John 5:18)7

How is Jesus compering circumcision which could he done on the Sabbath
to the healing which He miraculously performed on the Sabbath?

What kind of false judgments are the Jews gullty of in verse 247

How do different versions translate verse 207

How does this help understand what the Jews were saying about Jesus?
How has the church today fallen into the same legalism as thsse Jews?

What is Jesus painstakingly careful to make clezr sbout His teachings
ard authority?

If Jesus were careful to always credit God with the glory, what does
that teach us about how we deal with praise?

Were the Jewish leaders really interested in whether or not Jesus had
broken the Sabbath? What was their real motive?

Whet does thet say to those involved in power struggles in either
the leoczal church or denomination?
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What can we learn from this passage about God's timing?

How can this be applied to Christian lives?

Are Christians ever guilty of labeling people as "crazy" rather
than having to deal with them seriously?

Are there more subtle forms of pigeonholing people by either denomination
or doctrinal groups? Why is this easily abused?

verses 25«3€

Politically, why were the Jewish leaders fearful of challenging Jesus
in public?

How would the Jewish people react if this self-taught carpenter could
win a debate with these "learned" Jewish leaders?

Why would the Jews avoid such confrontation?

According to Jewish tradition, the Messiah was expected to appear from
an unexpected location. How does Jesus answer this tradition in

verses 28 and 297

What is Jesus claiming His relationship to be with God?

How would the Jews have undersiood this statement?

How did they react to His claims of equality with God?

What indicates in verse 30 that God was in control of what was occurring?
What change has occurred between verses 12 and 317

What has caused the change of some to believe in Jesus as the Christ?
What public miracles had He done (note 6:19, 6:11-1k; 5:8,9; L:50)7

What happens to the soldiers sent to arrest Jesus according to John 7:457?
How do the Jews misunderstand Jesus' comment from verses 33 and 347

What was Jesus really saying in verses 33 and 347

What was Jesus inferring about the Jews when He said that "where 1
am going you cannot come”? '

Why did the Jews not ask Jesus what He meant instead of asking each
other?
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What does this say about their personalities?
What examples of religious pride do we find in the churches today?

Some Christians have said that there is enough evidence to convince
anyone who wants to find the truth that Christianity is true. Yet
there will never be enough to convince those who do not want to accept
Christianity. How is this illustrated by this passage?

How does this apply to our understanding of evangelism?

What were the Jews guilty of that would prohibit them from entering
eternal life?

What does this teach us?

The Jews were unable to arrest Jesus because it was not according to
God's timetable. What assurance does this provide for Christians in
relationship to I Thessalonians 5:18 and Romans 8:28?

verses 37-52
Each day of the Feast of Tabernacles priests would pour water on the
altar as acts of thanksgiving for God's provision of rain during the

year and in expectation that God would send rain to this arid land
in the years to come. Why were they so concerned about water?

How does Jesus use this physical need to illustrate a spiritual need?
Why would Jesus use this illustration during the Feast of Tabernacles?
What is Jesus saying about the Holy Spirit?

What does it mean that Jesus was not yet glorified?

When was the Holy Spirit to be given?

What different opinions are expressed about who Jesus is?

What fact of Jesus' birth is not known by the multitudes in verses
L1 and L2?

What was the reaction of the Jewish leaders when the officers reported
back?

What would hsve been a more rational reaction as Nicodemus points
out?

How do the Jewish leaders exhibit an elitist snobbishness in verses
1,8 and 497 .
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167, Who did they consider to know the truth?
68. What group did they represent?
69. What additional information do we learn about Nicodemus?

70. How do the Jews answer Nicodemus' questions about proper legal
procedure?

71. Does that really answer the question?

72. What are the Jews willing to ignore in the name of expedience?

73. What do they accuse Jesus of in John 5:18?

o)

!7L. One of the charges against Jesus is that He broke the Mosaic Law, If
they follow through with their plans against Nicodemus' suggestion,
of what will they be guilty? What is the irony of this?

75. What lesson can we learn from the error of the Jewish leaders' commitmen
to preconceived notions?

76. Were the Jews concerned about the spiritual claims of Jesus or the
threat He posed to their authority?

77. Whet lesson should this provide for Christians in places of authority?
78. What promise does verse 39 hold for Christians?

79. What assurance does verses 37 and 38 give to the followers of Christ?

WRAP-UP

Jesus was clearly rejected by His half-brothers during His earthly
ministry. It is not until after His resurrsction that Jesus' half=brothers
realize the authenticity of His claims and become leaders in the church.
Again Jesus stresses that His teachings are not His own but from the Father.
Jesus continually gives God the praise for His accomplishments and points to
God as His authority, not Himself. This is certainly an example Christians
need to ermlate.

Those who believe that all men are saved and that there is no

eternal punishment or separation from God find this a difficult passage.

Jesus clearly says in verses 2| and 36 that after His death these Jewish

leaders will not be able to find Jesus or be sble to come where He(is.
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The Woman Caught in Adultery 7:53-8:11

'BEHIND THE SCENE

This section is omitted in the oldest and most reliable manuscripts.
This presents a problem as to its authenticity. It is found in some manu-
scripts in the Gospel of Luke. Its form and vocabulary are indeed very

similar to Luke. Some manuscripts place it at different places in John,

including as an appendage. Whatever the source of this account, its inclusion

into the gospel texts would indicate its early acceptance. The story
itself portrays Christ in a manner in harmony with the whole Scriptures’

understanding of Jesus. It is for these various reasons that it is probably

an authentic historical account.

The Jews wished to entrap Jesus in & situation where they could strip

Him of His public appeal or turn Him over to the Romans as responsible for
instituting the unauthorized stoning of a Jewish woman., If Jesus told the

Jews to stone her, the Romans would have arrested and executed Him. If He

said not to kill or stone her as the Mosaic Law provided, He would be charged
with not upholding the Mosaic Law and of bending to Roman authority. The latter
would have lost Him much popular appeal. Jesus places the decision back in
their hands by saying, "you who is without sin cast the first stone." Those

who had laid in wait to entrap this woman (surely they could not have found

this woman engaged in adultery by coincidence) knew their guilt. They would

be willing to allow the death of this woman, but they would not initiate

her execution,

GUIDED DISCOVERY

! 1. The Romans would not allow the sentence of death to be imposed without
their approval. What would have been the Eomans' reaction to Jesus if
He had approved the stoning of the adulteress?
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! 2. If Jesus had told the Jews not to stone an adulteress as found in
Deuteronomy 22:23, of what would the Jews have accused Jesus?

3. How does Deuteronomy 22:23 show that the Jews were not fulfilling the
Law themselves?

L. What was the Jews' real motive in bringing the woman to Jesus for
judgment?

How do you think Jesus felt at this time?

? 6., What does Jesus mean by "let him who is without sin cast the first
stone"?

? 7. Why would the oldest men leave first?
8. 1Is Jesus condoning sexual sin by not punishing this woman? Why?

! 9, Is one sin greater than another? Is adultery worse than theft, for
instance?

10. Is there a double standard of sexual sin demonstrated here? What is
the Christian's reaction to dcuble standards? (Note Deut. 22:23)

WRAP-UP

This passage offends all people who believe in any sense/of human
1life or decency. These Jews were willing to allow the death of ancther
human being in order to entrap Jesus! One can only imagine a hatred which
would permit the taking of a life. For these Jews the end did justify
the means, even if it meant the life of this woman and the breaking of the
Mosaic Law. If they did catch this woman in the actual act of committing
adultery, where is the man? This idea of double standard is still with us
today. Make no mistake, Jesus is not condening adultery; He tells the woman
to sin no more. Those whe have been invelved in sexual immorality need to
hear of God's forgiveness since many believe that sexual sin is greater than
the other types. In God's sight, sin is sin. There is no gualitative
difference in sin. However, sins of a sexual nature have much more lasting

mental scars, People have a hard time forgiving themselves.
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What did Jesus write in the dust? Perhaps it is not sc much the

words which were important but the time which allowed these Jews to reflect
on what they were doing. Perhaps Jesus was so filled with indignation

that He wrote in the dust in order to give Himself time to cool His holy
anger., All this is mere speculation and certainly is not important, or the

Holy Spirit would have preserved it for us.
The Testimony and the Sign of Light 8:12-9:12

BEHIND THE SCENE

During the Feast of Tabernacles in the court of women, four golden
candlabras were erected with four golden bowls each., Worn-out garments
of the priests were used as wicks. Young levites would be responsible
to keep the o0il filled in each candlabra. These lamps put out enough light
to illuminate the whole of Jerusalem. Jesus was referring to this custom
when He declared Himself to be "the light of the world."™ His enlightenment
would be spiritual, not physical, worldwide rather than regional.

The world can be divided into spiritual light (enlightenment and
truth) and spiritual darkness. These two realms are mutually exclusive;
that is, there is no gray area. However, because of man's fallen nature
and limited knowledge, it may be impossible for him to determine what is
good or evil, right or wrong. John's Gospel draws this dicotomy which truly
does exist while not attempting to deal with the problem, He is only interested
in drawing a line and noting the characteristics and eternal existance of
those on each side of the line. Implicit in this is the question, "which

side are you on?" There are no fence straddlers.
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Jesus states that not only is He the only one who is qualified to
speak about Himself, but alsc God His Father validates His claims by working
through Him. This passage shows that many of those who are the most hostile
towerd Christianity and Christ are the same ones who have the most informsation
to make the right decision. This certainly was true in the case of these
Jews. The legalism they have imposed upon themselves has become a strait=-
jacket on their spiritual growth. Their pride in being a descendant of
Abraham blinded them to the truth which Jesus tries to impart to them.

The Jews believed they deserved a portion of what Abrzham had been promised
by God. They ignored God's conditions to receive His promises. Jesus points
out that they are a slave to sin and as such have no claim to Abraham's
promise. At this point the Jews insult Jesus by suggesting that He was

born in fornication (v. L1). This is still a stumbling block to Jews
today.

Jesus' statement in 8:58 clearly brings a charge of blasphemy and
the penalty for blasphemy was death by stoning. Jesus'® statement, "before
Abrahem was, I am," was considered blasphemy because the Jews' personal
name for God is translated "I am"™ (note Exodus 3:13,1L), and is God's name
for Himself,

Many of Jesus' seven "I ams" have a corresponding sign. Jesus
demonstrates that He is the light of the world by healing a blind man so that
light had come into his dark world. It is not surprising that people were
divided as tc the identity of the formerly blind man. A blind begger would
scarcely be noticed among the multitude of beggers that lived in Jerusalem.

Alms giving was an important part of Judaism and especially if they were
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given in Jerusalem. It is not surprising that there is a problem with
identifying the man, considering the change of mannerism due to receiving
his sight and not having been noticed before as a begger.
It is curious why Jesus used clay made from spittle in this miracle.

Surely Jesus did not need the clay in order to accomplish the miracle.

Some possibilities are that the clay was simply a placebo used either to
encourage the blind man or to draw the Jews' attention to this second
miracle done on the Sabbath. Another possibility is that tradition held

that spittle had certain healing qualities. Any definitive answer is not

feasible at this time.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 12-20
1. What are the chardcteristics of light?

! 2. Whet background information would add understanding to Jesus' statement
"] am the light of the world"? (Note Behind the Scene)

3. What is this light Jesus speaks about (note 1:17)?
L. What is the darkness of verse 127
5. What two realms are the world divided intc?

Why are Christians unable to distinguish the dividing line between
the two realms? '

-3
[,8
»

? 7. What does this say about mankind's limitations?

8. Since it is sometimes hard to distinguish the dividing line, should we
give up trying to divide what is right or wrong? Why net?

What is the "light of life™ or "the light which gives life" in verse
127 (Note: different versions differ in how to translate this phrase.

Both are grarmatically proper.)

110, How could Jesus be the source of light?
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111. How could Jesus provide'truth for our 1life?

12. Rebbinic law of evidence would not allow Jesus to testify in His own
behalf. How does Jesus answer this charge in verses 14=187

13. Is the Jews' question in verse 19 asking about Joseph, his claim
that God is his father (5:17,18), or suggesting that he was born out

of wedlock (8:L1)7
1. How would a righteous Jew react to being told he did nct know God?

15. The light of the world, Jesus, personally illuminates eech Christian
by giving direction and truth. Wwhat is the Christian's responsibility?

?16. What might keep a Christian from fulfilling his responsibility?
17. In what way is this a privilege?
verses 21-30
18. How do the Jews misunderstand His comments in verses 21 and 227
19. What did Jesus really mean?
120. What does Jesus mean when He says He is from above?
21. How does this contrast with the Jews?
22. What warning does Jesus give them?
23. What kind of death is Jesus speaking about?

2L. What is the result of such a death?

?25. In verse 25 the Jews again ask Jesus who He is. Why would they ask
Him repeteadly who He was?

26, How does Jesus snswer them?

27. What signs will occur at Jesus' crucifixion which will meke known
who Jesus is?

28. What did Jesus say that caused these people to believe in Him?
129. Wwhat warning does Jesus give in this section?
30. How does one react to people who see Jesus as only good "fire insurance"?

31. What kinds of motives do people have for becoming a Christian?
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L7.
L8.
L9.
150.
51.
52.
53.

verses 31-47
What does Jesus admonish those who have just believed in Him?
In what way were these Jews enslaved?
How does sin enslave?

How does the Jewish law enslave?

Some have said that Christ has set us free to be a2ll that God intends
us to be., What does this mean?

How does it apply to this passage?
What kind of bondage do these Jews understand Jesus to mean?

What does it mean that they sought to kill Him "because my word finds
no place in you"?

How does this passage explain why some people are so hostile toward
Christianity?

What part did Abraham have in Judaism?
Why did the Jews refer to Abraham as their father?

If the Jews hsd followed Abrsham's example, what would have been their
response to Christ?

What are the Jews suggesting about Jesus' birth in verse 417
Who does Jesus say is the Jews' spiritual father?

What characteristics does Jesus insinuate these Jews share with the
devil?

What is the contrast between Jesus and Satan in verses L2-477
Who are the true descendants of Abraham?

How does a pesrson become a slave to sin?

Why is slavery a good snalogy for sin?

How does a person lose sin as & master?

What contrast is there from one life to another?

How did the Jews' pride of being a descendant of Abraham interfere with
their understanding Jesus?
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Is one conscious of the fact that they are not a child of God?
Is it enough to just accept Christ as our Savior (note 8:31)?

What admonition does that give us today?
What promises were made to Abraham (Genesis 12:13)7

What assurances can we receive since Christians are heirs of Abraham
by common spiritual parentage?

What can be drawn from no one disputing His claim of sinlessness in
verse 457

verses 48-59
Where had Jesus been accused of being a demon before (note 7:20)%
What did the Jews think of Samaritans?

Why would they call Jesus a Samaritan?

Since the Jews considered the Samaritans as heretics, what were they
implying about Jesus' teachings?

What caused the misunderstanding the Jews had absut never seeing death?

What did Jesus mean?

How is Jesus careful not to give anyone the idea He was just "beating
His own drum"?

If you were a Jew, how would you react to being told you don't know
God?

What else does Jesus accuse these Jews of in verse 557
What do the Jews understand Jesus to be saying in verse L6?
What is Jesus saying if Exodus 3:13,1L is taken into consideration?

What crime was Jesus guilty of in these Jews' minds when they sought’
to stone Him?

What promise is in verse 417

Jesus sought to glorify God with all He did. What does this teach
Christians who accomplish admirable goals?

What does Christ's claim of pre-existance (8:58) indicate about Jesus!'
nature?
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verses 9:1=12
175. Why did the disciples think this man was blind?
176. How does Jesus answer this misconception?

77. How does Jesus demonstrate that He is the light of the world through
this healing?

78. Did Jesus really need to use clay in order to heal this man?
?79. Why did He use this clay if He didn't need to hesl the man?
80. What play on words is found in verse 7 (note Behind the Scene, John 5:1)?
81. What would be the social standing of a blind begger?

82. Since alms giving was very popular in Jerusalem, how many beggers
' would be found there?

83. How do these above questions explain why people might not recognize
the begger?

84. What does this section say about those who suffer from a severe ailment?
Do such thirgs find their source in some sin?

WRAP.UP

Light nct only is a blessing to illuminate and make activities
possible, but it is only functional as we use it. It is not enough to
seek spiritual truth for truth's sake or to praise God for its provisioen.
Spiritual enlightenment demands our obedience. Early Friends personified
the light to the point that it demanded an answer. Truth demanded to be
followed regardless of the cost or consequences. Sadly enough, this is not
the fad which captivates Christianity.

One of William Shakespeare's characters once quipped, ™ethinks
thou doth protest toc much." This certainly is true in regard to these
Jews., They knew the truth of Jesus' claims yet refused to accept their

validity. Presuppositions, emotions, and volition play a far greater



67

role in evangelism than we would like to give them credit. Jesus dishes
out some very strong medicine to these Jews; yet His motive was not malicious
but redemptive. He warns them of their course and the consequences of
that course; yet they refuse to turn back. Today the medium has changed
but the message is the same.

Christians are adopted into God's family in place of the rebellious
Jews. The promises, duties, and privileges once due the Jews are now our
inheritance. Ancestral heritage is no obstacle for God. We are now heirs
through our faith in Christ. This is both a blessing and an obligation.

The book of Job deals with the question of why righteous men suffer,
This stems from an improper understanding of the Deuteronomic principle.
In the book of Deuteronomy is stressed that if one obeys God he will prosper,
have many children and die at an old age (Deuteronomy 30:15-20). This is
a truthful generality, but the reverse is not always true. Suffering is

not a sure sign of sinfulness. Phil Yancey's book, Where is God when it

Hurts? deals with this problem in layman's language.
Healing the Blind 9:13=}1

BEHIND THE SCENE

As the Jews are unable to determine among themselves who Jesus is,
they turn to the formerly blind man to decide this for them. The blind man
becomes bolder as he is questioned by these Jews., This boldness reaches a
climactic moment in his joyous exclamation in verses 30-33! There is a
sense of irony that this formerly blind man was teaching these spiritually

blind Jewish leaders. The words in verse 3L "they cast him out" is
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translated either as excommunication or being physically removed from the

synagogue,

It would appear that the latter is more probable. It may be

that the man actually lay prostrate before Jesus in worship.

GUIDED DISCOVERY

10.

1.
12,
13.
4.

verses 13=23
Why did the Pharisees object to Jesus' healing on the Sabbath?

What two opinions did the Pharisees hold regarding Jesus' healing
this man on the Sabbath?

Why did the Jews turn to the blind man when they could not come to a
decision?

How does the blind man's comment in verse 17 resemble John L:197
Why did they use such a vague and ambiguous term as prophet?
How does this show that they feared the Jews?

The Jews could not decide whether Jesus was from God or a sinner,
man credits Jesus as being a prophet. How do the Jews attempt to

discredit Him?
verses 2L=3l
Had the Pharisees made a decision as to the nature of Jesus?

What would indicate that the Jews had intensified their efforts to
get a pronouncement from the formerly blind man.

Why did the Jews repeatedly ask the blind man to tell his story of
being healed?

How does the man decide about Jesus by using his common sense?
How would the Jews react to this man's pointed remarks?
Why did they bodily throw him out of the synagogue?

What same error do these Jews make which Jesus! disciples made in

9:3,47
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15. What can be learned about who the formerly blind man believed Jesus to
be by noting 9:227

16. Whet is ironic ebout this formerly physically blind man's spiritual
insight and the Jewish leaders' spiritual blindness?

[17. What assurance can common mankind receive from the spiritual insight
exhibited by the formerly blind man compared to the religious leaders?

verses 35-L1
?18. Why did Jesus seek this man out?

How would this man have worshipped Jesus?

20. How did Jesus' statement in verse 39 prove true by this encounier with
the Jews?

121, What does Jesus mean, "If you were blind, you would have no guilt"?
22. In whzt sense do they now see (note 15:22, 24)?

23. What is the result of this knowledge of their sins?

12. What does this passage indicate about accountability for sin?

25. How is Jesus to judge the world?

26. What assurasnce is there since Jesus sought this man after he was
cast out?

WRAP-UP
Jesus is the light of the world who brought light to the man born

blind. Jesus also brought spiritual light to this man as His great exclamation
in verses 30-3l. The common sense of this statement is undenizble, yet

these Pharisees deny the unavoidable facts. If menkind was only a mental

being, evangelism would be much easier. Man is not only made up of intelligence,
but alsoc of volition, and social condition. In this case these latter two

took precedence over what was rationally obvious. This section also reveals

that it was this formerly blind begger who understands who Jesus is through
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common sense, These trained theologians and Jewish leaders failed to
understand what Jesus meant while this untrained begger perceived God's
truth. This certainly gives all Christians the assurance that God does
work through the untrained and common man.

This passage may lead one to believe that a person becomes
accountable for his sins when he becomes aware that what is done is sinful.
The distinction between denominstions lies in that some believe people ere
accountable for their sins from birth and therefore need infant baptism
to cleanse the child from sin., It would appear that this passage more

clearly supports the former.
The Good Shepherd 10:1-21

BEHIND THE SCENE
In Palestine the method of keeping sheep differs sharply from that

of Australia or America. In Palestine sheep are kept in pens at night.
They are usually made of stone four to five feet high with a gatekeeper
watching over the sheep. Usually several herds of sheep are kept in the
same pen. Those who are thieves would naturally steal sheep by scaling the
walls rather than entering by the gate where the gatekeeper often slept.
The owners of the sheep would naturally come to the gate. In the morning
the shepherds would come to this enclosure and call out to his sheep. The
sheep would then separate and follow their own shepherd. With this cultural
background, Jesus draws a comparison between Himself and being the door of
thie sheep and the good shepherd. This illustration of a shepherd is used
quite often in the 0ld Testament, such as in the Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
and Ezekiel. This idea often carried Messianic connotations. The Jews of

the preceding chapter may well be listening to what Jesus is saying.
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Jesus insinuates that they are the thieves and wolves who scatter God's flock
and kill the Messiah. This would enrage the Jews to be classified as the
bad guys who are opposed to God's will since they saw themselves as the
protectors of God's law and God's people.

It is easy to see why the Jews would call Jesus insene. After all,
vho in their right mind would insult those who have power over your life?
But then again, Jesus was the only one who actually had such power.

In this section lies two more of John's seven "I ams": "I am the

door of the sheep" and "I am the good shepherd". These two add to Jesus'

spiritual claims.

GUIDED DISCOVERY

(Note the manner of keeping sheep found in Behind the Scene)

! 1. What things sbout keeping sheep would offer insights into what Jesus
meant?

! 2. In what way is Jesus a spiritual door?
3. Who are the thieves and robbers Jesus is speaking about?
! i, How is the safety of the sheep pen parallel with the safety in Christ?
5. What does Jesus do to qualify as the good shepherd?
6. Would a shepherd actually die to save one sheep?
7. What does this tell us about Jesus' commitment to Christians?
8. What does verses 17 and 18 say about Jesus'! death?
9. VWhat charges against Jesus are repeated again in verses 20: and 21

(note 7:20; 8:L8; B:52; 9:16)7

WRAP-UP

This passage provides tremendous encouragement and assurance for

Christians. Jesus will protect, lead, and provide for His flock. He is
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also the only one who can provide eternsl life and admit us into the safety
of the fold. Christ cares for His people as no hireling would. Jesus'
commitment was to His very life. He gave His life--it was not taken from
Hime-and He rose again as test: - -y that those who believe in Him shall
achieve a like resurrection. These great promises are the Christian's
hallmark and treasure!

Once again, the Jews remain divided as to who Jesus is. Many resort
to name calling rather than dealing with the authenticity of His claims,
Today Christians are often depicted as simple-minded fanatics or bigots and

hypocrites whose religion does not deserve investigating. Mankind really

has not changed thet much.

The Feast of Dsdication 10:22-42

BEHIND THE SCENE
This holiday is now called Hanukkah. The Feast of Dedication

occurred in the latter part of December and lasted eight days. It was also
called the Feast of Lights. Jews were not required to attend, but it was

a very popular and joyful celebration commemorating the purification of the
temple, removal of the defiled altar, and the restoration of worship by
Judas Maccabees in 164 B.C. Antiochus Epiphanes had defiled the temple by
sacrificing a pig on the altar. The entire furnishing of the temple had to
be replaced. This process was completed on the 25th of Chislew. Three
years eerlier to the very day, the temple was rededicated. The most
miraculous thing which occurred-was that the oil used for the candlabra
was desecrated except for one flagon of o0il bearing the high priest's seal.
This normally would have been only enough for one day. By a miracle, the
flagon produced oil for eight days until more kosher o0il could be procured.

Consequently, the festival lasted eight days in remembrance of this miracle.
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Jewish homes lighted additional candle each night of the feast. Some homes
even 1it a candle for every member of the household each night of the
celebration, Jews gathered together in their place of worship carrying
palm branches and singing. Fasting and mourning were prohibited since this
was a time of celebration.

Jesus' claims are clearly that of equality with God. Such state-
ments of blasphemy were punishable by death, which is what the Jews sought
to do. In verse 3l is a reference to Psalma 82:6 in which God Himself
calls certain men gods. This reference seems to be one of respect or
authority rather than deity. Jesus clearly points not only to His teachings
but also to the miracles which He has performed as proof of His claims. The

disbelief and rejection which Jesus receives in Jerusalem is in sharp

contrast to the acceptance which is found across the Jordan.

GUIDED DISCOVERY

! 1. Had Jesus not given these Jews enough information about Himself for
them to understand His claims?

2. What kind of Messiah were they hoping for in their Romaneoccupied land?

? 3, OSince they clearly did have enough testimony and signs of who Jesus
is, why did they ask Him again (note v, 26)7

L. What does Jesus point to as signs and witnesses of His nature?
! 5, What did these Jews understand Jesus to be saying? Does He deny it?

? 6. How does one answer those who believe Jesus was only a good teacher or
prophet?

7. Why did Jesus go scross the Jordan?
8. What do the cormon people believe about Jesue?

9. Wwhat do 7:30, 8:59, and 10:29 have in common?



74

10. How would it be possible for Jesus to get away from the Jews each
time? Consider the crowds, Jesus' knowledge of human nature, and

divine power.

WRAP-UP

As several scholars have noted, either Jesus was a liar, a fraud,
a maniac, or He was God Himself. It cannot be held that Jesus was just a
good teacher or prophet considering the claims He made about Himself. His
statements are clearly understood as claims of deity and equality with God.
Jesus does nothing tc dispel these concepts. One cannot be conly a good
teacher or a true prophet if these claims about Jesus are correct. If they
are in error, then Jesus certainly is not a good teacher or a irue prophet
of God. Jesus clearly is either the incarnate God or a liar, a fraud, and
His miracles, prophet fulfillment, and teachings leave no alter-

a madman.

native but to worship Him as the Incarnate Christ. For this He deserves

our unequivocal allegiance,

The Raising of Lazarus 11:1=12:11

BEHIND THE SCENE

The raising of Lazarus is the event which makes it clear to the
Jews that they must act immediately and kill Jesus. By comparing John with
the synoptics, it can be learned that the cumulative effect of the raising
of Lazarus and the second cleansing of the temple caused the Jews to
intensify their efforts to kill Jesus.

Jesus was very aware that Lazarus was zlready dead two days when He
received word of Lazarus' illness., This delay would provide an opportunity

to perform a climactic miracle. The Pharisees were embarrassed because

this would be a sign to velidate his claims. The Sadducees did not believe
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in an afterlife, so the raising of Lazarus would be a theological
embarrassment to them. Thomas'! statement reveals en understanding of what
lay in the future yet a misunderstanding of what Jesus meant. His commitment
is noble but does nct bear fruition.

Evidently, news of Jesus' coming preceded Him so that Martha went
to meet Him, Martha believed that Jesus did have the power of resurrection,
but her hopes are in a future resurrection. Jesus helps her realize that
He is the life and the resurrection today and that He can raise Lazarus
on that very day. This is the setting for enother of the seven "I anm"
statements and a corresponding miracle, which is the resurrection of lazarus.
Martha's statement concerning Jesus in verse 27 is a much fuller understanding
of the person of Jesus than has been expressed thus far in this Gospel.

It was customary for people to mourn several days at the death of a
loved one with friends weeping with the family. When Mary arises and
leaves, her friends assume she is going to the tomb to weep more. They
evidently decided to go with her.

The Jews theorized that this climactic miracle would cause a
political uprising which would cause a revolt that would lead to the Romans
establishing martisl law, the destruction of the temple, and the killing of
thousands of people. Their central concern was that all this would lead to
their loss of power, prestige, and possibly their lives. The Jews rationaiized
that the killing of Jesus would be the only thing which would evoid this
disaster; in short, the end justified the means. It is ironic that these

Jews broke the Mosaic Law of judicial proceeding in their attempt to uphold

the Mosaic Lew against blasphemy.



76

The intensification of the Jews' efforts is demonstrated since

those who believed in Jesus no longer must worry only about being temporarily

removed from the synagogue. Now they must disclose the location of Jesus

so He may be arrested.

Judas did not care for the poor but saw it as an opportunity to
steal more money. Judas' protest came too late to salvage a majority of
the ointment which was used. Such a statement would have surely hurt Mary.

Her only motive was to demonstrate her appreciation for the resurrection of

Lazarus. Jesus' reproof to Judas would certainly reassure Mary in her

display of appreciation.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 11:1=16
! 1, Why did Jesus delay in His departure to Lazarus?

2, Was Lazarus dead or alive when the Messiah reached him (compare verse
6 to verse 35)%

3. Why were the disciples reluctant to return to Judea?

L. Whet incident are they referring to when they express their fear that
Jesus will be killed by the Jews (note 10:31)7

What does Jesus mezn by His comments in verses 9 and 107

What knowledge does Jesus possess?

! 7. Why were Jesus' disciples unconcerned when Jesus told them that
Lazarus slept?

! 8. What does Thomas expect to happen in Judea? What does this indicate
about Thomas?

verses 17-27

9. What power does Martha already believe that Jesus possesses in verse
217

10. When does Martha believe Lazarus will live again in verse 2,7
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What is significant that Jesus is both the resurrection and the
life?

What kind of life and death is Jesus talking about in verse 267
What does Marthe understand Jesus to be from His c¢laims?
What does Martha reveal about what it means to believe in Jesus?

How do different versions translate "He who is coming into the
World" in verse 277

How is Jesus "coming into the world"?

verses 28«37
Why did Martha whisper to her sister that Jesus had arrived?
What power did Mary believe Jesus possessed?

What does verse 33 tell about Jesus' concern for others? How should
this be applied to & Christian's life?

What things would lead these Jews to think that Jesus could have
kept Lazarus from dying?

verses 38-Lk
What does verse 39 indicate about mourning of a loved one?
What does Martha expect to find in Lazarus'! tomb?
What does Jesus remind her of at this point?

What is the reazon for the change in Martha's comments in verses 25-27
and 39?7

What is significant asbout Jesus' prayer in verse L1?7 Why would Jesus
want God to receive the credit?

Why is it unlikely that Lazarus was in a2 coma if he emerged at the
moment Jesus spoke in verses L3 and LL?

What can be learned about Jesus from His ability tc raise Lazarus
from the grave?

What assurence does a Christian have because of Jesus' raising Lazarus?

What would have been your reaction at the raising of Lazarus?
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What indicates Jesus' compassion for Lazarus and his family?

verses [j5-57

How could people be divided about Jesus after raising lLazarus from

the grave?

What was the motive of the chief priests and Pharisees in plotting
Jesus! death?

What should have been the Jewish leaders' response to Jesus' claims
and miracles?

What should be your response to Christ's claims and miracles?

How does John 6:15 show that this fear of Jesus' promoting a political
uprising was unfounded?

What would have happened to the Jewish leaders! political position if
the Romans had to put down an uprising?

How would this fear of loss of power and possibly life have influenced
their response to Jesus?

What should have been their response to Jesus' claims?
What did Caiaphas mean politically in his comment of verse 507

How did this statement have a double meaning?

What does the fzct that Caiaphas was high priest have to do with the
understanding of Caiaphas' statement?

What does John's editorial corment in verses 51 and 52 add to Caiaphas'
statement?

How does this suggest the end justified the means?

What promise does this passage hold for gentiles, as most Christians
are?

How do verses 53 and Sl indicate that the Jews! efforts to kill
Jesus had intensified compared to 10:39 (compare 11:57 to 9:22 also)?

What is said in verses 55 and 56 that indicates Jesus' popularity
was increasing?
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verses 12:1=11

What edict is Lazarus and his family breaking by inviting Jesus to
their home (note John 11:57)?

How does eacn person demonstrate their gratitude tc Jesus?

Why did Judas object to the wasteful use of the ointment?

What was Judas! true motive?

When did he voice his objection, before or after its use? What does
this say about Judas' personality?

How does this passage reveal that Jesus did not want to deny Mzry a
blessing?

Does verse 8 indicate that Jesus was not concerned about the poor
(note Galatians 2:1-10 and James 1:27)7

Since Jesus is concerned about the poor, what did He mean by His reply
to Judas?

Since a denarii was zbout a man's wages for one day, how much would
this ointment be worth today?

Since the washing of a person's feet was considered a job of a slave,
what does this event reveal about Mary and her respect for Jesus?

¥hat should be our response to Jesus?
Was all the ointment used according to verse 77
Does John 19:3%9=-L41 suggest that this ointment was used in His burial?

Where might the ointment have gone considering Judas' rebuke and John's
corments?

Why was there a "great" crowd of Jews (note 12:1)7

What can be gathered from the crowd's interest in Jesus and especially
Lazarus?

What can be gathered from the Jews' willingness to kill Lazarus as
well (note similar questions concerning plotting Jesus' death,
11:45-57)7

What does this section indicate about the sinfulness of mankind by
noting the Jews' behavior and Judas' motive?
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165, What measure of commitment had Lazarus and his family made by defying
the edict of 11:577

766, How would you have felt is Mary had anointed your feet and wiped it
off with her hair?

67. VWhat Christian virtues does Mary exhibit by her actions?

WRAP-UP

This is Jesus' miracle par excellence. The others may be denounced
by collusion between the receiver and Jesus. This miracle was performed
in the very backyard of Jerusalem and under the Jewish leaders' noses. The
stature of this miracle made it apparent that Jesus must be dealt with
immediately. This miracle would seemingly convince anyone who was uncertain
about Jesus' claims. Yet there were those who still did not believe in
Jesus after seeing the miracle and instead informed the Jews of Jesus!
action. Certainly this would indicate that even the greatest miracle is
insufficient to convince everyone. The resurrection also gives each
Christian the assurance that Christ does hold power and authority over
death. Our hope in eternel 1ife is not in vain.

The corment that Jesus wept is the shortest Bible verse. It
importantly demonstrates Jesus' empathy and compassion. Too often Jesus
is portrayed as stoic or wooden rather than having regasrd for others!
difficulties. This portrait certainly gives Christians an assurance that
Jesus truly does care asbout cur plight.

Martha's statement concerning Jesus in verse 27 is a much fuller
understanding of the person of Jesus than has been expressed thus far in

John. John continually bombards the reader with various people believing

in Jesus. John uses this as a catalyst to stimulate people to decide for
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themselves who Jesus is. This question still deserves an answer today and

is of the utmost importance. Is Jesus God Incarnate or a maniac? No one

can make the claims Jesus does unless he falls into one of these two

categories. Who is Jesus?

Triumphal Entry and Passover 12:12-50

BEHIND THE SCENE
The waving of palm branches in the air was a sign of victory such

as welcoming a returning conqueror. The mode of transportation for the common

man was welking. The horse was largely a military animal, and the fact
that Jesus rods upen a colt of an ass finds prophetic fulfillrent in
Zecharigh 9:9. The crowd thought that they were hailing a political messish.
They were locking fbr a conquering hero rather than a suffering servant,
This type of faneticism would have naturally frightened the Jewish leaders
who saw in it a potential for a political uprising with the thcusands of
additionsl Jews in Jeruselem. Their fear would naturally be that Jesus would
use the Passover feast to declare Himself Messiah. These fears of the
Jews were unfounded end could have been resolved if they had investigated
Jesus' response to the multitude thest was mirazculously fed. Jesus fled
from them when they attempted to make Him king.

There is no certainty who these Greeks were that wanted an audience
with Jesus. Some scholars believe that they were proselyte Greeks who had
fully surrendered to this Jewish faith. Equally competent scholars feel

that these people were Greeks who were attracted by the monotheism of Judaism

and its high moral standard. This second group had not actually become
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Jews and therefore would be treated as gentiles. The reaction of the
disciples and Jesus' comments about the Mosaic Law would seem to suggest
that the latter possibility is more probable.

Several times this gospel depicts a supernatural event occurring
which is known by the public. The reacticn to these miracles is usually a
divided response., Some believe that it witnesses to the truth of Jesus!'
claims while others deny the obvious. (Note the Wrap-Up concerning the
feeding of the five thousand and question 51 of 7:25-36.) Christians must
rezlize that all data is interpreted by each person's own presuppositions,
and what Christians see as a miracle (and genuinely is a miracle) will be
interpreted by another person who may deny the existance of anything super-
natural. Thus the conclusion will be completely opposite that of the
Christian's. For instance, C. S, Lewis states the only person he knows of
who has seen a2 ghost denies the reality of her experience because she denies
the existance of the supernatural. This explains why different people heard
the voice from heaven yet came to different conclusions as to its nature.

The scriptures present two images of the Christ: that of the
reigning king and that of the suffering servant. Since the Jews found
themselves under foreign dominion, it was easy for them to want and expect
the reigning king. Their hope for this political liberator indicates just
how difficult it is to remain objective in the interpretation of scripture.

In this section Jesus refers to the ointment as being fer His burial.
Also, Jesus indicastes twice that His hour has come; He will‘be lifted up;
the grain of wheat must fall; the light is with you only a little while.
All these references not only indicate that He was fully aware of what

awaited Him but also sought to prepare Hie disciples for His death.
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? 7.

! 8.

10.

1.

verses 12«19

"Hosanna" means "save us we pray". Considering they called Jesus "the
King of Israel", from what were they asking to be saved?

A common man would have walked into Jerusalem, a military hero would
have ridden a horse. How does Zechariah 9:9 explain why Jesus rode

upon an unbroken animal?

How did Jesus attempt to correct their understanding by how He entered
Jeruselem?

What level of commitment does this crowd exhibit?
What does John state to be the motive of this crowd?

Why did the Pharisees now believe that they would not be able to stop
Jesus?

Does verse 19 indicate whether or not Judas had made his plans evident
to the Jews?

How would one contrast Jesus! plans to the schemes and hopes of the

crowd?
verses 20-26

What preparation was necessary before the Jews could take part in one
of the Jewish feasts (note 11:55)%

What would happen to a Jew who came in contact with a gentile in
regard to ceremonial purificstion (note 18:18,19)7

Why did these gentiles contact Philip, who had a Greek neme, as
opposed to Matthew?

Why did the disciples discuss this appeal by these Greeks to talk to
Jesus?

Who is Jesus answering in verse 23, considering verses 2L and 357
What does this ccontact with the gentiles indicate about Jesus?
How does verse 33 answer the gentiles' request to see Jesus?

Does a grain of wheat appear to be dead or alive before it is planted?
How does this illustrate Jesus' death and purpose?

What are the characteristics of someone who loves his life and someone
who hates his life?
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What is a paradox?

What paradox does verse 25 contain?

How would verse 25 be received by those who hailed Him King of Israel?
verses 27=36

What is "this hour" which Jesus refers to in verse 23 and 277

The crowd which was present and heard the voice from heaven was divided

as to its nature. What other events have occurred from supernatural
origin that were likewise received with divided opinion (note 7:31;

9:16, 31; 10321, L1; 11:45,L6)7

What application does this have in evangelism or our understanding of
man's receptiveness to the gospel or the existance of the supernatural?

How has God glorified His name through Jesus in the past and will glorify
it in the future?

What was the purpose of this voice from heaven?

Who is the ruler of this earth in verse 317

In what sense is Satan to be cast out (note 14:30, 16:11)7
How will Jesus draw all man to Himself by His death?

Why does this give Christians a right to celebrate?

The term "light"™ was sometimes associated with the Messiah. How does

this help understand Jesus' statement?
What does darkness have to do with the ruler of this age in verse 317

Did Jesus hide in order to aveid being captured by the Jews, to invest
His few remaining hours with His disciples, or both? Why?

verses 37=50

What is significant that Isaiash would prophesy concerning Jesus
hundreds of years prior to Jesus! birth?

Does verse L0 indicate that God intended for some people not to be
saved? What is another alternative?

Is there a contradiction between verses 37 and 427

What authorities had thus far expressed feith in Christ (note 7:L8, 40)?
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137. What judgment does John level a% these silent believers (note 19:38,39)?

38. What does this tell us about Christians who do not publically verbalize
their faith?

139, What does Jesus claim about belief in Him, spiritual enlightenment,
Jesus' judging the world, Jesus! purpose, His authority, and God's

cormandments?

!;0. What should be the response to each of Jesus' claims?

WRAP-UP
Jesus clearly understood His Messianic role and attempted to convey
it to the crowd by the animal He chose to ride on to enter Jerusalem. Not
only was the crowd guilty of misunderstanding Jesus' Messianic role, but
they had allowed this to influence their interpretation of scriptures.
This is not just the problem of these Jews, but it is a 20th century problem.
Ruzfolf Bultmann is correct that there is no such thing as a presuppositional-
less thinking. A good example of presuppositions dictating our theology is
the evangelical's acceptance of pre~tribulation theology simply because
they don't want to go through the tribulation themselves. Is our doctrine
based on what we want the Bible to say or what the Bible wants us to say?
Jesus had done many miracles which we would consider enough to
convince the most ardent skeptic. The raising of Lazarus and the voice
from heaven are certsinly among the most noticeable. Yet the witnesses
remain divided as to what really happened. A spiritual life must begin
in faith, not a blind faith or & faith with credibility. There are sufficient
facts to convince anyone of the authenticity of Christianity. Yet to those
who will not believe either by volition, unwillingness to change, ad
infinitum, there will never be encugh facts to satisfy them. Some people

are simply hard hearted. The point with which to prod ourselves is: sare
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we responding according to the facts that Christ has made known to us?
Are we willing to surrender ourselves to the claims of lordship which
Christ puts forth? Jesus did fall to the earth as a seed and die.

Because He died now we may live.
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Chapter 5
PRIVATE MINISTRY 13:1=17:26

Answer to Who is Greatest 13:1-17

BEHIND THE SCENE

As the Passover drew closer, Jesus prepared His disciples by spending

the last hours in private ministry and assurance. Considering that all

the gospels contain a rather large portion of these teachingé, it would
indicate thst the Holy Spirit enabled the disciples to recall z majority

of Jesus' passion narrative. The Gospel of Luke aids in understanding this
footwashing by noting the disciples! controversy as to who is the greatest.
The washing of feet was a menial task often performed by a household slave,
The disciples would have been uncomfortable, to say the least, when Jesus
performed this menial task after their discussion as to who was greatest

in God's Kingdom.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 1=11

! 1. Whal events did Jesus lmow would occur in the near future according
to verses 1-37

2. Whom did Jesus lcove in verse 17

3. How did Jesus display that He "loved them 1o the end"?
? L, What did Satan hope to happen by Judas' betrayal?
5. Whet parallel thought is found in verses 1 and 37
6

Why did John repeat that Jesus was to return to the Father?

87




88

7. Since the washing of feet was the task of a slave, why did Jesus
undertake this menial task?

! 8. How does the dispute found in ILuke 22:24~-27 add to our understanding
of Jesus! action?

9. Why does Peter resist when Jesus wishes to wash his feet?
10. How does Peter overreact to Jesus' response?

11. What does this indicate sbout Peter's personality?
?712. How would you feel if Christ were to wash your feet?
113, What lesson is Jesus teaching these disciples?
How can this be applied to a Christian's daily life?
15. Whet did Jesus mean by His response in verse 87
16. Vhat does it mean that Judas is not clean?
17. In what sense are Jesus' disciples "clezn all over"?
18. VWhat assurance does this give Christians?

verses 12«17

19. In modern language, what was Jesus trying to teach the disciples?

20. What obligation does this provide to those who are in authority
positions in the Christian community?

127. Is anyone in too high a position to be z servant of all? Why not?
?22. Is verse 1L to be teken literally or figuratively (note verse 15)%
23. How do some churches who take this literally implement verse 14?
2L. Who is the master and servant in verse 167

25. Who is the one sent and the one sending?

26. How do these last two questions apply to.Jesus! comments on servanthood?

WRAFP-UP

Jesus clearly demonsirates that the master should be the servant of
sll. Positions of Christian authority dc not place one above the demands

of others but actually represents greater accountability. A pastor is not
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above reproach but rather is responsible to all members of the congregation.
This example of servanthood is applicable to all Christians. Those who
hold this to be a sacrament of footwashing run into a problem. The context

does not fit and the early church did not understand these words of Jesus

to be a literal commandment.

Jesus! Predictions of Betrayal and Denial 13:18-38

BEHIND THE SCENE

It appears most likely that this was the Passover meal or the dinner
immediately prior to the Passover. The harmonization of the synoptics!
calendar and the Johannine account is a complicsted problem. Leon Morris
does an excellent job of handling this coﬁplex provlen.

As has already been stipulated, it appears that this was most likely
the Passover meal. This room in which the Passover was eaten most probably
was a second=-story rocm which was built on a roof. During this pilgrimage
thousands of Jews would come to Jerusalem and eat the Passover in a similar
fashion. This most likely is the upper room that will be spoken of later.
The FPassover meal was easten in a reclining position on a U-shaped table.

The people ate with their heads toward the table at such an angle that they
would lean on their left elbow leaving their right hand free to reach the
food. The host would be seated in the center of the chief couch, which lay
et the intersection between the two secondary tables. Jesus most likely
sat in the host's seat. John 13:23 would lead one to believe that the
phrase "John lay on his master's breast" would mean John was reclining one

seat counter-clockwise from Jesus. This phrase indicates the mode of



90

reclining at the Passover and is not to be taken literally.

Jesus' being able to offer the sop to Judas without the other
disciples being aware of it would indicate that Judas would have been
seated clockwise from Jesus. This was the seat of honor. There is a
sense of irony that Judes would take this seat of honor after Jesus had
demonstrated servanthood when the disciples argued concerning who would be
greatest in God's Kingdom.

The mersel which Jesus handed to Judas was flesh of e Passover lamb,
a piece of unleavened bread, and bitter herbs., The mutton commemorated
the Passcver lamb, the bread commemorated the hasty preparations in leaving
Egypt, and the herbs were reminiscent of the bitter trestment under the
Egyptians. According to some, the sauce was besaten to a consistency of
mortar to commemorate the toils of the Israelites laying trick in Egypt.

The seop did not belong to the original institution but had been introduced
before the days of Christ. According to one authority it consisted of

only vinegar and water. Others describe it as a mixture of vinegar, fige,
dates, slmonds, and spices. The flour used to thicksn the sauce on ordinsry

occasions was forbidden at the Passover by the rabbis since it might ferment.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 18=30
1. VWhat parallel thought is found in verses 11 and 187
! 2. How dces verse 20 apply to Christians today?
3. Do the disciples appear surprised at Jesus' comment in verse 227
(Note the disgram on page 93 to understand the fellowing questions.)

. Who would occupy the seat of the host?
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5. Since Jesus reclined at the place of the host and most schclars
indicate that John is the "disciple whom Jesus loved", where is

John reclining (note 13:23)7

6. Does verse 28 indicate that the other disciples heard Peter's question
to John (verse 2) and Jesus' response with the sop (verse 26)7

? 7. How much control did Satan have over Judas?

8. Where must Peter have been reclining in order to converse with John
without being overheard?

9. Where must Judas have been seated in order for Jesus to give the sop
to him without getting up (Note Matthew 26:25)%

10. What is ironic about Judas taking the place of honor since Jesus had
just demonstrated servanthood to His disciples {note verses 12-16)?

111, What is significant that Judas would betray Jesus during Passover and
Jesus would point out the one to betray him by giving him a morsel of

the Passover lamb?

£, What is pointed cut symbeolically when Judas left as night came?
verses 31-38
13. How will Peter later follow Jesus?

14. How will God be glorified?

Why would Jesus announce His departure beforehand to His disciples?

1€. How does Jesus amplify the importance of loving one another from the
non-commandment found in Leviticus 19:187

717. How do Christians show their love for one another in a practical way?
18. In what way is Jesus bracing Peter for the future?
19. What might have been your response in Peter's place?

?720. How does Peter futiley attempt tc defend Jesus in a short while
(note 18:10)7

WRAP-UP

Judas'! betrayal is done with Jesus' total awareness. The motive of
Judas' betraysl is difficult to know. It seems unlikely that Satanic control

provides an answer, although this would provide an ironic twist: Satan
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attempts to foil God's plan of salvation and ends up facilitating it.
Perhaps the best answer is that since Judas was the only disciple from

Judea, which would be home for a strong political Messianic hope, he may

have accepted the Messianic hope. He may have decided to force Jesus'

hand and perhaps hope to profit from holding one of the 12 highest positions
in Jesus! earthly kingdom. This approach is more in keeping with Satan's

subtle tactics. Satan's prime attack is to take an excellent motive,

such as ushering in God's earthly kingdom, and work out his purpose. This

certainly gives an example of Satan's attzck, and we can therefore know

what to watch for.

This command to love one another will be repeated several times

before Jesus' arrest. The central command to love one another is peculiar

to Christianity. While other religions hold to brotherly love, orly
The

Christianity holds it as a central aspect and universal in scope.

earmark of Christianity will be their love for one another. This attiribute

will be displayed in visible actions. The admoniticn to love one ancther is

found in Leviticus 19:18. VWhile this particular saying is not new to them
He elevated it to the position of a commandment.

Jesus shows genuine empathy in bracing Peter for his impending
denial. Jesus was not only concerned sbout Peter's eternal destiny but also
about his immediate anguish. Impetuous Peter's reply that he would lay down
his life is tragic since he would deny Jesus three times before morning.
Peter did produce a sword and attempt to defend his Lord. Jesus' comment

was not a reprimand to Peter, but Jesus was actually preparing Peter for

his denial and subsequent guilt.



NN

Pikce of st
Hohor ’
Judas Jesus John

ST



oL
Jesus Comforts His Disciples 14:1-15:17

BEHIND THE SCENE
This passage deals largely with Jesus comforting His disciples

immediately after announcing Peter's impending desertion and Jesus'
departure. These announcements could have devastated the disciples. It
is for this reason that these words of encouragement comforted and reassured
the disciples. What a portrait of Christ's love for His fickle disciples
and an assurance for Christians today!

Not oﬁly does Christ reassure the disciples that He is the way,
the truth, and the 1life, but He also promises them several things which
depend on His departure. The disciples, and indeed all Christians, are
promised that they will be able to do greater works, receive the Holy
Spirit, and divine peace. All these are contingent upon His departure.

Up to this time Jesus had been with the 11 disciples in the place

of the Passover supper, prcbably the upper room. (Judas had been dismissed

with Jesus' earlier admonition of "whatever you do, do gquickly.") Chapter
1L ends with Jesus and His disciples leaving for the Garden of Gethsemans.
The words of chapters 15-17 were probably spoken by Jesus on the way to
Gethsemane (note 18:1).

Jesus most likely ate the Passover in the lower city which contained
the residences of the commen people. To travel to Gethsemane He most likely
would have pessed through the city walls and across the Kedron valley.

This was a journey of approximately 1,000 yards from the city walls to

Gethsemane. For this reascn it is interesting to note Jesus' analogy of



95

His disciples and a grape branch. The vine was a common Biblical symbol

for Israel {note Isaiah 5:1ff; Jeremiah 2:21; Ezekiel 15:1ff, 19:10;

Hosea 10:1; Psalms 80:8). The coins of the Maccabean era depicted a vine

on one side to symbolize God's people. The Holy Place of the temple exhibited
a golden vine. The road to Gethsemane probably passed by vineyards.

Thus this object lesson with its already significant meaning was very rich

in meaning to these disciples. To be kept to their maximum yield, vineyards
must be pruned each winter. This pruning appears to be so drastic that
someone not familiar with the practice would assume that the vine would
surely die. The result of such radical pruning has one of two results:

the healthy vines bear even larger and better fruit while the unhealthy
piant would either grow stronger or die. This provides a good illustration
of the effect which discipline has upon a Christian. Stronger Christians
become stronger and weak either become stronger or die altogether.

Jesus again admonishes the disciples to love cne another and offers
them an example of true love: His vicarious death, His love is not only
exhibited by His death but also by the relationship which exists between
Jesus and His disciples. The disciples are not uninformed and distant
slaves but friends who confide in one another and exhitbit an intimate
personal relationship.

Jesus does not deny man's free will but simply points out that it is
God who initiates and provides salvation, not man. It is God who provides
the fruit, man is only the willing channel. The success of a Christian's

1ife and his salvation are not grounds for self-exaltation but thanksgiving

for God's provision.
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GUIDED DISCOVERY

110.

111,

12.

1.
15,
16.

verses 14:11=7

What encouragement is Jesus offering His disciples after His comment
in 13:36-387

In what way are Christians to trust in Christ?
What does it mean to trust in Christ?
What three things does Jesus command His disciples in John 14:17?

Does Jesus literally mean that heaven will be an actual house with
rooms? Why did He use such symbolism?

What encouragement does Jesus give His disciples in verse 3 after He
previously announced His departure?

Thomas' question hints that he understood Jesus to be talking about
an earthly destination., How does Jesus correct this misunderstanding?

How is Jesus the "way", and the "way" to what?

How is Jesus the "truth" and what does this imply about those not
aligned with Him?%

How is Jesus the "life"?

Why is Jesus the way and the truth and the life rather than just a
way, 2 truth, and g 1ife?

How is the concept implied by the definite article "the" conveyed
by the last hzlf of verse 6%

What parallel thoughts in verse 7 are also found in verse 17

What alternative does this section declare about one's eternal destiny?

What promise does a Christian have about his eternal destiny?

What exclusive claims does Jesus make? What should be our reaction?
verses 8=~1)

The Jewish authorities demanded that Jesus produce some supernatural
sign to authenticate His claims. How does this relate to Philip's

request?
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18. How does Jesus answer Philip's request to see God the Father?
19. What does Jesus claim gbout His relationship to God the Father?

120, What two things prove Jesus' claims?

21. What promise does this section hold? Are these greater works in
quality or gquantity?

verses 15«2k

122, What connection is there between loving God and obedience to Him
(note verses 15, 21)7%

23. What command does Jesus repeat in 13:3L; 14:27; and 15:9, 12, 177
Why does Jesus repezt this command several times?

2h. How is the Holy Spirit variously described? What do these descriptions
teach about the Holy Spirit?

25, How will the disciples finally become aware that Jesus is in the Father
according to verses 19 and 207

726. How does Jesus manifest himself in Christians and not to the world?

27. What promises are found in this section?

28. What obligations are related to these promises?

29. How does one know if a person loves God according to verse 247
verses 25-31

30. What indicates that this Gospel of John is an accurate record of
Jesus' life and teaching according to verse 262

1317, Why is this assurance of the Holy Spirit's help in remembering all
that Jesus did important?

32. What similar promise is found in verse 27 and 14:17?

33. How is the peace which Christ gives radically different from any
other peace?

3. What assurance does Jesus give His disciples about His departure?
35. Who is the ruler of the world?
136, What does Jesus mean that the ruler of this world is coming?

37. What does it mean that Setan has no power over Christ? What does this
mean to a Christian?
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verses 15:1-11
38, Why is Jesus the true vine? What is Jesus implying?

39. Who are the branches? What is the relationship between the main vine
and the branches?

L4O. What is the duty of the vinedresser or husbandman (gardner)?

L1. Vhat relationship exists between the Christian, Christ, and God the
Father?

L2. What two types of pruning does the gardener perform? What happens
as a result of these types of pruning?

143, Whet is the immediate appearance of a grapevine which is pruned back
properly? '

14, How does this relate to how a Christian feels after they are spiritually
pruned?

L45. What is the relationship betweern the fruit a branch bears and the main
vine? What is the application to Christianity?

L6. What happens to a branch that does not produce any fruit? What is
the application to Christianity?

147. Wheat is the three-way relationship between loving Christ, keeping His
commandments, and abiding in Christ's love for us (note verses 7-10)7

L8. What common thought is found in verse 11 and 14:277
verses 12«17
L9. What model of lcve does Jesus leave His disciples?

150. What is the difference between a slave and a friend? What does this
mean to Christians since Jesus csgliled them a friend?

£1. What promise does Jesus offer in verses 7 and 167 What conditions
are placed on prayer?

?52. What does verse 16 say about God's sovereignty and man's free will?

53. How does God intervene into mankind's efforts to perform Christian
duties?

SLi. What assurance is found in God's intervention?
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WRAP-UP

Jesus truly loved His disciples and was concerned that they be
braced for His departure and understand the necessity and significance of
His death. Because of this, many promises and words of encouragement are
found in this section. These not only brought comfort to the disciples
but provide joy for Christians today. Along with these promises are
commands to love one another, keep God's commandments, and abide in God's
Christians cannot accept these promises without also heeding the

love.
commands. Receiving God's blessings are contingent upon following God's
admonitions. The object lesson of the vineyards points this out graphigally.
This illustration also answers the question of why adversities occur in a

Christian's 1ife. They strengthen the strong and bring the weak back to

Christ or destroys their spiritual pretext altogether.

The World Hatred 15:18-16:)

BEHIND THE SCENE

Jesus spoke these words to the disciples on their way from the
Passover supper to Gethsemane in an effort to brace the disciples for the
impending persecution. Jesus stresses that if someone persecutes a free
man, surely his slave can expect only equal treatment at best. The root
cause of the disciples' rejection of Christ is not based upon any rational
decision butl rather not knowing either Jesus or God through personal experience.
Jesus means that the Jews did kmow God but only as 2 mental concept rather
than a personal encounter with God that includes cognitive and relational
knowledge. Jesus' words of warning of persecution were born out in literal

fuifillment through Saul of Tarsus! life before his conversion.
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The following concept of sin is certainly not agreed upon by all
Christians but finds the widest acceptance. Before Christ a1l men were
guilty of sin, yet judgment was withheld until the coming of Christ.
Those who rejected Christ are not only guilty but now sentenced to their
Judgment. Those who accept Christ were still guilty of sin but differ
from those who rejected Christ. The latter has their sentence comuted
because of Christ's vicarious death. A child becomes accountible to make
a decision to either accept or reject Christ when they become mentally
aware of their sinfulness through God's general revelation (see John 1:¢,
16:8; Romans 1:18-23). This view will differ from that held by the more
liturgical churches; i,e., Catholic, Episcopal; Lutheran, etc. These
churches would hold to the accountibility of children and thereby need
infant baptism. Those who reject the need for infant baptism would note
that aithough all mankind is guilty of sin one is not held to answer or
bear the penalty for that sin until there is awareness that sin exists in

that life. Study leaders must be very careful in handling this issue since

it can be very volatile.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 15:18-23
1. Who or what is the world which Jesus speaks about here?
2. How did mankind demonstrate its hétred for Jesus?

? 3. How did mankind demonstrate its hatred for the disciples according to
the book of Acts?

! . According to verse 19, why does the world hate Christians?
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How are Christians "not of this world" spiritually (note 1:12,13)?

5-
6. What is the meaning of the illustration Jesus is using in verse 207
? 7. What kind of knowledge is meant in verse 21 that they "do not know"
God?
8. Why is Jesus telling these disciples of the future persecution (note
1611, 4)?
? 9. Vhat are some modern examples of persecution?
10. VWhat should be the Christian's response to persecution?
verses 15:2L=16:1
11. What works had Jesus done among the Jews that should have validated
His claims?
12, Since they had witnessed Jesus! miracles, how does this change their
accountibility regarding sin?
713, Since the Jews were not accountitle for their sins yet still guilty,
what principle can be seen that would apply today to children?
4. How does Jchn 1:9 and 15:26 add to the understanding of enlightenment
end accountibility to mankind?
15. ¥ho are the two witnesses that will testify concerning Christ?
116, What is the meaning and significance of the various names given the
Holy Spirit?
17. How has verse z already been fulfilled and will be fulfilled by Saul
of Tarsus (note Acts 9:1,2; 26:9-11; John 9:34)7?
18. Since the Roman emperor claimed tc be a god, what does this add to
the meaning of this text?
119. Whet is the root cause of persecution of Christians?
WRAP.UP

when Christians encounter rejection and persecution they should be

reminded that a very small part of the confrontation is on a persconal level.

The greater part is actually a cosmic struggle between God and His kingdom
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against Satan. A person's faith in Christ or rejection of Christ's offer
of salvation shapes the basic world views of each person. Persecution
results from Satan's direct and indirect control and non-Christians'
world view which rejects all supernatural events, the existence of God,
and the sinful nature of mankind's life, Thus the real struggle exists

upon a cosmic realm. In the midst of this persecution Christians are

expected to be a witness for Christ and, if need be, follow Christ's
example of laying down one's life.
Jews witnessing Jesus' works left no rational explanation except
that Jesus was the Messiszh. This knowledge may be rejected by their
presuppositions, yet they provide the basis which anyone who is truly seeking

can discover. These Jews were not accountible for their sins until they

faced punishment upon their death until they repent. The Scriptures
provide an accurate record of these same miracles and provide enough
information for anyone to make an informed decision (20:30,31) and place
one's trust in Christ as the incarnate God. All who have access to this

knowledge have no excuse but are accountible for their belief. A1l who

have read these verses surely have the same choice as these Jews. Not that

they know of Jesus' works they are accountéble for their sins bearing the

eternal reward or consequences of their reaction.

The Coming Counselor 16:5-15

BEHIND THE SCENE

Apparently the preceding encouragement had not assured the disciples

of the necessity or benefit of Jesus' departure. Jesus tells them that if
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He does not leave the Holy Spirit cannot come to them. The Holy Spirit
is mentioned throughout Jesus' private ministry in the last hours before
Jesus' glorification (1L:15ff), but this section deals exclusively with
the third person of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit deals with mankind
concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment. This is in contrast to the
illumination He provides to Christians. The former general revelation is
also available to Christians but in no way is this persconal illumination
available to non-Christians.

In verse 13 is found "and he will guide you into 211 the truth."
This certainly is not intended to be exhaustive truth but all that is
needed. Tasker suggests that this refers to the specific truth about the
person of Jesus Christ. The context of this passage dictates that the

Holy Spirit would inform the disciples of the meaning of Christ's crucifixion,

trial, and death.

GUIDED DISCOVERY

. 1. What would indicate that Jesus knew the disciples expected him to
leave them?

! 2. What were the advantages of the Holy Spirit coming?
3. What does the title of counselor tell us about the Holy Spirit?

? L. How does the Holy Spirit convince the world of sin, righteousness
and judgment (note the Holy Spirit's complementary role to Christs?

5. What is the significance of the Holy Spirit being called the "Spirit
of truth® in his role of illumination?

! 6. How do verses L and 12 demcnstrate that God's illumination is progressive

rather than all at once?
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7. What role does the Holy Spirit play in progressive illumination?
? 8. Why would God choose to reveal truth this way rather than all at once?
9. What are the benefits that result from the coming of the Holy Spirit?

170. What promises and assurances are found concerning the Holy Spirit in
this section?

WRAF.UP
It was to the advantage of Jesus' disciples that He leave in order
that the Holy Spirit may come. This is an event by which Christians today

receive a subsequent blessing. The coming of the Holy Spirit is a tangible

menifestation of a loving and imminent God. It would be difficult to imagine
the Christian life without the Holy Spirit's illumination.

It is important to note that God's illumination is progressive.
He reveals to Christians as much as they are able to assimilate and
subsequently reveals more to Christians as they have need thus allowing
Christians to grow. Yet the Scriptures are fully inspired by God. This

method reveals God's love for Christians and human limitations. Not one can

drink out of a fire hydrant.

Jesus' Farewell and Summary 16:16-33

BEHIND THE SCENE

Another characteristic of Jesus' final words to His disciples before
His arrest is the mixture of gcod news and bad news. Jesus is careful to
lighten the shock of His departure by declaring that unless He leaves, the
Holy Spirit cannot come. Mcre pertinent to this section, they will
mourn His death in the same way as a woman in labor is pained and yet her

sorrow is turred to joy at the birth of the child: so the disciples!

sorrow will turn to joy at the sight of the risen Lord.
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The word which is found in verses 25ff and is translated "sayings"

or "figures™ is without an exact English equivalent. It means a saying

that is not understandable to the unattentive. The meaning can be discovered

only through careful study and thought. Man is capable of understanding

Christ's intended meaning, bﬁt it requires some effort and study.
Jesus had first disclosed Peter's betrayzl, but now He foretells

the desertion of all His disciples. Jesus then reassures His disciples

that they shall receive peace from Him that the world does not possess

for He has overcome the world. Once again, this mixture of good and bad

news prepared the disciples for the immediate future.

GUIDED DISCOVERY

verses 162

7 1. What would have been your reaction to Jesus' comment in verse 167

2. VWhen is Jesus speasking of when He says "a little while and you will
not see me" (note 19:40)7?
3. When is Jesus speaking of when He says "a little while and vou will
see me" (note 20:14)7
! . How does a woman's labor illustrate the disciples' reaction to Jesus'

death and resurrection?
5. What does it mean, "her hour had come"?
6. How does this apply to Jesus' impending crucifixion?
7. Why will the disciples' sorrow turn to joy?
' 8. What two things will provide joy in verses 22 and 247
9. What dey is Jesus referring to in verse 237
?10. VWhy won't the disciples ask anything of Jesus when they see Him risen?

11717, What does it mean to ask something in Jesus' name?
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verses 25-33
12. What change does Jesus foresee in regard to prayer and the Father?
13. Why does God the Father love Jesus' disciples?
1. What new insight did the disciples discover about Jesus?
115, How did Jesus offset the bad news which He shared with the disciples?

116, What good news does Jesus offer after He announces that the disciples
will desert him?

?17. What would have been your reaction as one of Jesus' disciples when He
announces that they would all desert Him?

18. How can a Christian have peace in the midst of tribulation
in a world?

19. How has Jesus overcome the world?

120. What assurance does this offer Christians?

WRAP-UP

This section dezls with Jesus' farewell to His disciples and summary
of coming events and promises. In a few moments Jesus will cross the Kedron
Valley to His place of betrayal. These are Jesus' last admonitions to His
disciples. In a few hours He will be taken from their sight and placed in
a tomb. A couple of days later they shall see their risen Lord. They were
sorrowful at His departure and gave no thought to the joy of His return, yet
He painstakingly informs them of the advantages to His departure. How
typical of so many Christian's lives! It is easy to be so caught up in our
immediate problem thst we cannot see God's design that will manifest His
wisdom in the end.

Jesus also portrays His love and concern for them by not only

explaining the benefits of His departure but also prepares them for their
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own desertion. Even in the face of their desertion they are reassured that
God is in contrcl and has overcome the world. These loving words will
certainly provide consoclation in the coming hours.

Finally, the disciples' understanding of Jesus became fuller as they
realize thet He came from God and knows all things. Jesus slowly reveals
more of His nature and purpose to His disciples as they were able to

assimilate it. This certainly demonstrates God's loving patience in dealing

with mankind.

Intercessory Prayer 17:1-26

BEHIND THE SCENE

This section has been called the Holy of Holies of John. This is
certainly a fitting description of Jesus' prayer (1) to glorify God by
His own death, (2) for His disciples' safety and their steadfastness in
the faith, (3) for the church at large which includes Christians today.
The subject of His prayer has led some to title this as Christ's Inter-
cessory Prayer. This is certainly a fitting description. An equally
fitting description is that of Christ's high priestly prayer. The Jewish
high priest interceded in the nation's behalf in religious matters. Jesus!
prayer follows this high priest typclogy. Regardless of how one titles
this prayer, an importent point is to note that Jesus' prayer was totally
unselfish, Even seconds before His own arrest, His concern was not for
Himself but to do God's will, ask for protection of His disciples, and
pray for the church.

The phrase "Son of Perdition" refers to Judas, but just how much

influence Satan had upon Judas is debatable. Some scholars hold that Satan
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had simply tricked Judas. Others believe that he became possessed. Still
others think that Judas knowingly &nd of his own volition obeyed Satan,
The extent of Satan's influence is not ascertainsble from the vague
reference.

The word "glory" is used seven times in this chapter of John. It

has various shades of mezning. It can mean (1) the exhibition of a perfect

character, (2) divine approval of God, (3) heaven itself, (L) raised to a
stature of honor or respect, (5) honoring another by one's actions. These
different shades of meaning are important in order to understand the intent
of e passage.

The phrase "in your name" is another important ccncept. Some
Christians use this phrase as a secret word that causes God to answer
prayer. This is certainly not a proper understanding. It can mean (1)
praying in accordance with God's will, (2) as a true disciple of Christ
as opposed to praying in some other god's name, (3) living in a personal

relationship with God. Rather than seeing a symbol or representation of

the word "name", it is beneficial to substitute the actual person meant by

llname"-

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 1=5
! 1. What hour has come?
2. What does "glorify" mean?
3. Why does Jesus pray that God should glorify Him?

! . What two things does Jesus reveal as within His power in this prayer?
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! 5, How has Jesus glorified the Father while on earth?
6. According to verse L, what is a purpose of eternal life?

7. What does verse 5 indicate about Jesus before He came to earth as a
man?

8. What promise is there in that Christians will know God in heaven?
What does it mean to know God (note Behind the Scene, 15:18£f)?

! 9, What assurance is there for Christians today since Jesus' disciples
are described as given to Jesus by the Father (John 17:2, 26, 6b, 8,

9, 11, 12, and 24)7
10. Wheat is Jesus praying for in this section?
verses 6-12
11. What is disclosed in this section about Jesus' disciples?
12. VWhat does Jesus pray that validates the disciples' comment in 16:307

13. What does Jesus' comments in this prayer declare about His relationship
to the Father?

1l;. What words and phrases indicate Jesus' protection of His disciples?
715, Who is the son of perdition? What does Jesus mean by this title?
116. Who is Jesus praying for in this section?
verses 13-19
17. What three characteristics does Jesus hold in common with the disciples?
18. What does Jesus mean, "I (or they) are not of this world"?

19. What does Jesus mean, "as you sent me into the world, so I have sent
them"?

20. What does Jesus mean "I consecrate myself that they also may be
" consecrated in truth"?

121, How do different versions translate "evil one" in verse 157 How does
this affect the meaning?

122, VWhat type of oneness is meant by Christ in 17:11, 21, 22, and 227
What does this mean to Christians?
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23. How does the disciples' reaction to Jesus' words differ from the
reaction of mankind to the disciples (ncte 13, 1L)7?

verses 20-26

24, How many times is the word "one" used? How many times is this expressed
in some other way?

125, What is Jesus stressing by the repetition of this word and the idea of
”One”?

26. Vhat new and special privileges are available as spoken by Christ in
this prayer?

'27. What does verse 20 hold for Christians today?
28. What is revealed about Christ's relationship to the Father?
29. Who is Jesus praying in behalf of in this section?

13C. What model can be drawn from Jesus! prayers to glorify the Father
through His death, His prayer for the disciples and the church?

731, VWhy is this chapter of John so specizl to many Christians?

WRAP-UP

Jesus loved His disciples and future church enough to spend His last
minutes with His disciples praying for them and us! Jesus' unselfish
example gives a model for the prayer life of all Christians and joy through
the promises and gifts of Christ. Christians are not left deserted in the
midst of persecution: we are Christ's and Satan has no hold over us. Our
unity with Christ is similar to the unity God has with Christ. These name
only a few.

Just as remerkable as the benefits offered to Christians is Jesus!
relationship to the Father. Few passages rival the intimate insight into

Jesus' relationship to the Father. Jesus' will was not to bring honor to

Himself but to honor the Father through His death.
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Chapter 6

CHRIST'S PASSION AND RESURRECTION
182121225

Arrest and Appearance Before Jews 18:1-27

BEHIND THE SCENE
Jesus probably left the city through the eastern gate, which was

south of the temple. He then crossed the ravine known as the Kedron valley.
Although John's gospel does not mention the name of the specific garden,
the synoptics add the name "Gethsemane", which means "olive press”. On

this opposite side of the Kedron valley were many private gardens and

orchards. This area was called the Mount of Olives. Some have suggested
that a friend of Jesus' had offered Him the use of his garden whenever

Jesus was in Jerusalem. John omits much of what transpires at Gethsemane

and the trial before the Sanhedrin,

Judas knew from the past visits to Jerusalem with Jesus that He
would probably go to Gethsemane that night. Away from the crowds Jesus
could be arrested without fear of an uprising. The many soldiers and
officials carried weapons and torches, both of which were unnecessary
since Passover is always celebrated during a full moon. The light of the
full moon would have sufficiently illuminated the landscape. Evidently,

the soldiers expected Jesus and His disciples to resist arrest or hide

out in the garden's shadows.

112
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Peter's defense of Jesus proved that he was no swordsman. If he

were right handed and facing Malchus as he swung the sword, it would have

been difficult to cut off the right ear. An early church father, Tertullian,

remarked that "Christ in disarming Peter ungirds every soldier.” In his
apology, Tertullian said that Christians were sufficiently numerous to
offer successful resistance to persecuting emperors would they not count
it better to be slain than to slay. This attitude dominated the church
for the first 350 years of its existance.

This band of soldiers were probably Roman auxiliary rather than
Jewish temple guards. The temple guards had failed once (7:L5ff) and the
Romans would be willing to loan soldiers to the Jewish leaders. A possible
political uprising with the thousands of Jews in Jerusalem during the
Passover would have caused the Romans grave concern.

Annas was not the high priest that year, although he had previously
served in that capacity. Under Jewish law the high priest held his office
for life, but under Roman occupancy the high priest changed every year.

In Jesus' day, Annas was always known as the power behind the high priest.
Four of his sons became high priests and Caiaphas was his son~-in-law.

Annas extorted exhorbitant prices from temple worshipers in temple tributes
and sacrifices which eventuszlly ended up in his pocket. This power

and authority of Annas' explains why Jesus was first brought to Annas
rather than Caiaphas. It appears that the bringing of Jesus before

Arnas and Caiaphas was in order to gather damaging evidence to present to

the Sanhedrin.
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The author of the Gospel switches from the scene of Peter's denial
to Jesus' questioning and then back to Peter. This literary technique
gives us & viwid impression of an eyewitness account. Because of the
diffic&lty this poses to a thematic study, the guided discovery section
will be divided into verses 12-1lL, 19-2L as one study section, followed
by 15-18, 25-27.

It is impossible to know who the disciple was that accompanied Peter
definitely. However, most scholars believe that it must have been John,
although it is unusual that the High Priest would know a fisherman from
Galilee. The account in this gospel bears unmistakeable marks of an
eyewitness account. Obscure people are mentioned by name, the fire is
menticned as a charcoal fire, etec.

These Jewish leaders use a pretext of upholding Jewish law in order
to protect themselves from Jesus whom they saw as a threat to their
authority and power. These leaders broke the Jewish law in attempting to
Punish Jesus for blasphemy and Sabbath breaking. They falsely convict

Jesus of breaking the law which they themselves break repeatedly during

the tricsl.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 1-11
1. What was the name of the garden where Jesus went (note Matt., 26:36)?

2. Why would Jesus have met often with His disciples at this quiet
garden (note Matt. 26:36, Luke 22:39,L0)7

3. Since the Passover was always held during a full moon according to a
lunar calendar, how much light would ncrmally be available?
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71k.
15.
16.
7.

18.

?19-

120.

185

What did the soldiers expect since they carried weapons and torches?
How does Jesus react to the approach of the soldiers?

How does one explain the soldiers' reaction in verse 6 to Jesus'
words?

What was Jesus! concern in verse 87 How does this help understand
His voluntary surrender?

Why did the Jews arrest Jesus at night in this isolated location
rather than when He taught in public?

Why would it be more probable that these soldiers sent to arrest
Jesus were Homan auxiliary rather than the temple guards from noting

7:LL7?
What indicates that Jesus knew beforehand about His arrest (note v. L)?

How does Peter try to prove Jesus wrong when Jesus declared Peter
would deny Him three times (note v. 10)7

If Peter was right handed and the slave's right ear was cut off, what
does this indicate about Peter's swordsmanship? Note: have two
people face each other and act this out.

How does Jesus react to Peter's attempt to protect Jesus? What
does Matthew 26:52 add?

verses 12«1k, 19-24
Was there a need to tie Jesus up? Why did they bind hinm?
Were the Jews ignorant of Jesus' teachings (note 7:45-52)7
why did one of the officers strike Jesus?

It was against Mosaic Law to punish a man before sentencing.
What does this indicate about the Jews' regard for the Law?

How would one paraphrase Jesus' reply in verse 237

Have you ever seen a prisoner bound by shackles? What were your
feelings about the prisoners?

How do you think Jesus felt and why did He 21low Himself to be so
humiliated?




21.

22,

23.

2k,

25.

26.

116

verses 15-18, 25-27

Who was the other disciple with Peter (note that it appears as an
eyewitness account)?

Why did the maid assume that Peter was a disciple of Jesus?

Peter attempted to kill a slave to defend Jesus. How does one
explain his reaction to the maid in verse 177

Why did Peter deny that he was associated with Jesus in the presence
of the soldiers and servants of the high priest?

Why was the other disciple, probably John, allowed into the high
priest's home?

Would the high priest and his household have known that John was
a disciple of Jesus? What does this reveal about the difference
between John and Peter? How would you describe their personalities?

What is significant about the phrase "at once" in verse 277

How would you feel if you were Peter? Where are the other disciples
and what does this add to our criticism of Peter?

verses 19-24
It was illegal tc hold these Jewish trials at night. Jewish Law also
stipulated that the defendant had no responsibility to prove his
innocence. It was the responsibility of the prosecution to provide

witnesses in order to convict a man. It was also illegal to strike
somecne before sentencing. How are these points of law procedure

violated?
How dces this explain Jesus' reply to the high priest in verses 20, 217

What irony does this point out in the Jewish authorities' charges that
Jesus broke Mosaic Law?

Whst is the meaning of the phrase "the end justifies the means"?
How does that phrase apply to the Jews' actions (note 11:50)7
Why did one of the Jewish officers wrongly strike Jesus?

What is revealed about Jesus' temperament in His answer?
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WRAP-UP

Jesus' behavior during His arrest is beyond reproach. He goes
forward to intercept the soldiers that might have arrested His disciples
as well. He intercedes in their behalf to protect their lives. Jesus
properly questions the procedure which is used in His appearance before
Caiaphas. It was Caiaphas' responsibility to provide evidence, not Jesus'.
Oftentimes Jesus is characterized as effiminate, but here He displays
anger and the courage to step forward and face death rather than threaten
His disciples' lives. He alsc suffered the humiliation of being bound and
treated as a common criminal when He is in fact God incarnate.

Peter moves from one extreme of attempting to kill a man in defense
of Jesus to denying Him three times. He certainly was caught off guard
when the female gatekeeper asked him is he were a disciple of Jesus. Wwhile
there is grounds to criticize Peter, only Peter and probably John even had
courage enough to follow Jesus after His arrest. This arrest end questioning
by the Jewish authorities demonstrated the fallenness of man, the protecting

nature and humility of Christ, and a disciple's denial.

Appearance Before Pilate 18:28-19:1%

BEHIND THE SCENE

The Praetorium was the officizl quarters of Pontius Pilste, Roman
Praetorium guards, and court officials. It was located in the west part
of the city in Herod's old palace. Pontiuvs Pilate was a Roman governor
appointed at the request of the Jews after one of Herod the Great's sons
failed tc govern Judea properly. After Herod the Great's desth, his reign was

divided between his three sons. A Roman governor or Procurator had full
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control of the military forces and overseeing the judicial system. He

supervised the gathering of taxes, but the people could appeal to Caesar
at any time. Pilate controlled a force of approximately 3,000 soldiers

scattered between Cesarea, Samaria, and Jerusalem. The Passover brought
a shift of some troops to Jerusalem, but even 3,000 would not have been

sufficient to prevent an uprising.

Pontius Pilate was guilty of finally giving in to what was politically
expedient after asttempting to release Jesus. Pilate had made three large
mistakes in his dealing with the Jews. First his troops had carried a
bust of Caesar into Jerusalem in the form of a military standard. The
Jews regarded this as idolatry. Later he took money from the temple in
order to finance an aqueduct. The third incident involved Pilate's putting
shields inscribed with Tiberius' name in Herod's palace. The Jews appealed
‘to Cazesar and the shields were removed. Because of this mistake, his
political career was shaky. Pilate finally bends to the pressure when
the Jewish authorities threaten to tell Rome that he released a man who
claimed to be king of the Jews.

The Jewish leaders brought Jesus before Pilate according to the
synoptics with the charge of perverting the nation and forbidding them to
pay taxes. John adds ta this the charge of claiming to be king of the Jews.
The appearance before Caiephas and Annas result in charges of blasphemy.
The Jews know that the charge of blasphemy will not bring the death penalty
in a Roman court, so they manufactured charges. Thic is why the charges

before Caiaphas and 4nnas, the Sanhedrin, and Pilate change.



119

The Jews led Jesus to the Praetorium early in the morning but were

unwilling to enter Pilate's residence, a gentile's home. This exposure
would render them unclean and unzble to participate in the Passover. It

is for this reason that Pilate had to go out and meet them. The Jews

wished to place the blame of Christ's death on the Romans. The Jews

wished to make an example of Jesus and felt that stoning would not be a
severe enough death.

Jesus is in control throughout His questioning by Pilate. Pilate
appeals to the Jews, then Jesus, and finally the crowd in order to get
himself out of his problem., Upon Pilate's questioning of Jesus, he discovers
that Jesus' kingship is not politicsal and certainly provides no threat to
the Roman occupation, What is 2 kingdom of truth compared to a kingdom
of Roman legions? The Greeke and Romans speculated about what is truth.
Pilate's reply simply pushed Jesus' corment aside as philosophic speculation,
the same way he had when he answered "Am I a Jew?" Pilate insinuates
thet only a superstitious znd barbaric Jew would be interested in such a
question when Jesus asks FPilate if he believed that Jesus was king of
the Jews or if Pilate was only repeating what he had previously heard. Even
facing His crucifixion Jesus was concerned about Filate's spiritual life.

Pilate hopes to sidestep the issue and appeal directly to the crowd
which had probably gathered to shout the name of the prisoner they wished
released. This was the custom during the Passover. Pilate did not count
on the Jewish authorities circulating in the crowd and prodding them to

ask for the release of Barabbas and Jesus! crucifixion. The Jews had Pilate
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over a barrel and were going to make the most of an opportunity to take

advantage of the Romans. Barabbas was probably a zealot insurrectionist

who had killed a Roman scldier. This would cause him to be something of

a folk heroc to the nationalistic or extremely conservative Jews. The

Roman legions would be reluctant to release a "cop-killer". It is ironic
thaet the Romans would release one man whose name means son of the father
and crucify the real Son of God and that Jesus should die taking the place
of a thief,

Greek and Roman mythology had situations where a god came to earth
as a mortal to tempt or trick a human. When the Jews declared that Jesus

claimed to be God, Pilate's fears grew. dJesus comments that Caiaphas had
the greater sin in placing Jesus before Pilate. This insinuates that

Pilate was guilty of misconduct and sin.

A scourging was an awesome punishment. A man would be stripped to
the waist with his hands tied to a post above his head. The whip consisted
of leather thongs with pieces of metzl or bone affixed to the end. 4 man
who was flogged would often pass out as his back was torn to pieces.

Some men died as a result of the beating, others went mad. Pilate hoped
that the flogging of Jesus would satisfy the crowd's thirst for blood.
Instead of satisfying them, they demanded more. The purple garment which
was placed upon Jesus was probably the type of cloak worn by a military
officer. Pilate would have had no problem securing this robe. The thornms
were probably two to four inches in length.

Finally Pilate plays to the crowd and stirs them up by asking, "shall

I crucify your king?" The chief priests answer back, "we have no king but
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Caesar." These words of the chief priests' are blasphemous and bear a

sense of irony that these Jewish leaders are willing to declare their
allegiance to Caesar, who claimed to be divine, in order to procure Jesus!
death, The Jews also sought to kill Jesus because He claimed equalit

with God. This resulted in charges of blasphemy, These Jewiszh lesders
were willing to commit blasphemy in order to achieve Jesus' death when

He wes actually who He c¢laimed to be.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 28-3Z
1. Wny did the Jews refuse to enter Pilate's official quarters?

How would he have responded to being swakened early in the morning

! 2.

) te solve a Jewish religicus dispute?

7 3., How would you bave rezcted if you were asied to come oul of your
guarters in order to hear these charges hecause the Jews considersd
your home "rsiigiousiy unclean™?

L. What answer do %the Jews give when Pilate asks for the charges ageinst
Jesus?
5. Does this answer Pilatel's guestion? Why not?

b P

6. What does verse 31 revegl ahout the Jews? true motive?
7. What was the normal method of Jewish capital punishment?

re referred to in hie predicting His method of

~

8. What words of Jesus
desth (note 12:32,33)

-3

-

9. How does Jesus' prediction of His method of death demonsirste that Hs
had divine “Cwurf .

verses 32-38
10. The Jews would not enter Filate's quarters since that wovld cause them

to become ceremonially defiled and unsble to observe the Fassover.
Wny did Pilate take Jesus into the Praetorium?
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115.
16.

17.

19.
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21.
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What is Jesus asking Pilate in verse 3.7
What does Pilate mean in his rhetorical question, "Am 1 a Jew"?

Does Jesus admit to being king of the Jews in verses 36 and 377 What
are the characteristics of Jesus' kingship?

Could Jesus' kingship be politically threatening to the Roman Legion?
What does Pilate's response to the Jews in verse 38 indicate what he

understood Jesus to be saying?

What does Jesus say about truth and His relationship to it?
How does Pilate respond to Jesus' claim of s kingdom of truth?
verses 39-40

What was the motive of Pilate in suggesting that Jesus be the person
released?

Barabbas literally means "son of the father". What significance does
the meaning of Barabbas have in relationship to Jesus' nature?

What is ironic about the release of Barahbas and the death of Jesus?
verses 19:1-=11

Why did Pilate have Jesus whipped after the Jews would not accept
Jesus! release (note Luke 23:16)7

Why did the soldiers place a crown of thorns and a purple robe on
Jesus? -

How would a crowd react to Jesus being clothed in a crown and purple
robe?
Why would the Jewish leaders want Jesus crucified rather than stoning

him which was according to Mosaic Law (note Matt. 27:18, Deut. 21:22)7

How did the . ish leaders manage to get the crowd to ask for Jesus!
crucifixion | te Matt. 27:20)7

What was the Juws' real charge against Jesus according to verse 7?

Roman mythology had several instances in which a god came to earth in
the form of man in order to test a human's character or just trick
someone. How does this explain Pilate's reaction in verse 87 Why
does he ask Jesus where He is from?
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127. From reading verses 8-11, who was in command of the situation?
28, Who is greater &t fault sccording to verse 11, the Jews or Pilate?
29. Does this mean that Pilste is incorrect?
30. What does this mean about a Christian's relationship to Jews?
31. ¥hy does Pilate suggest the Jews themselvesﬂcrucify Jesus?
verses 12-16
!132. How are the Jews blackmeiling Pilate in verse 127
33. What would have happened to Pilate if he did not crucify Jesus?

3l4. According to verse 12, what had been Pilate's goal in dealing with
Jesus?

35. How does Matthew 27:2L help us understand Pilate's changing his geoal
concerning Jesus?

36. W%hat would suggest that Pilate had decided it was not expedient to
crucify Jesus in verses 13ff7?

Who did the Romen emperor claim to be?

132, What crimes are the chief priests guilty of when they scclaim, "We
have nc king but Caesar"? :

L0. How does this relate to the Jews' charges agairst Jesus (note 10:33)7

WRAP-UP

This section reveals many startling facts. Jesus is clearly in
command of the situetion even to the point of asking Pilate if he believes
Jesus to be the King of the Jews. Jesus not only withstood the humiliation
of arrest but the soldiers' mocking, the severe beating, and being put on
public exhibition during the trial.,

While irony plays a big part in the entire Gospel of John, this
particular section is especially rich, notably the meaning of Barabbas' name
and Christ's deeth in the place of this criminal., Jesus is literally the
Son of the Father and has died a vicarious death in order that Christians

might have salvation.
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Pilate was guilty of proceeding with what was politically expedient
by eallowing and participating in the death of an innocent man. Pilate
did attempt, at first, to free Jesus; but when he realized that his own
career was in jeopardy, he succumbed to temptation. The greater blame does

rest upon Caiaphas and Annas who fabricated and engineered this trial of

Jesus. This does not give Christians an excuse to persecute Jews for this

breach of justice.

Crucifixion 19:16-37

BEHIND THE SCENE

Golgotha most likely got its name from its skull-like shape.
Crucifixion was the form of capital punishment used by the Homans exclusively
for their most despised criminals and slaves. Crucifixion was a Persian
method of execution which was borrowed by the Carthaginians of Northern
Africa, which was in turn borrowed by the Romans.

The punichment was always carried out immediately after sentencing.
The victim was first flogged and then the crossbeam was tied across his
shoulders and arms. The longest possible route from the Praetorium to
Golgotha was taken in order to provide an example of Roman justice. A
Roman scldier preceded the victim with a sign that listed the crime of
which the victim had been convicted. This also provided an cpportunity
for anyone who had information that might exonerate him to come forward
and stop the execution. The procession usually consisted of five soldiers.
Once Jesus arrived at the crucifixion site, he was probably laid down and
His hands nailed to the crossbeam which He had carried. Then He would have

been hoisted up to the cross, His feet would be nailed to the upright post
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snd the crossbeam fastened to the upright post. The other alternative is

that the upright post would be laid on the ground and Jesus' hands would be
nailed to the crossbeam. At the same time the crossbeam would be fastened

to the upright post as well as His feet nailed in place. The whole cross

would then be raised up and dropped into place. Along with the nailing

of the hands and feet, there was a saddle which rested in the crotch of
the crucified victim thus enabling him some support. The victim was
stripped naked et the cross and the clothes were usually divided among the
soldiers who carried out the crucifixion., Death resulted from exposure to
the elements or from suffocation. Since the upright post ran up the back
past the head, the victim would not be able to hold his head balanced
upright but would constantly have to hold his head against the pillar.
As:the muscles in the neck tired, the head would drop forward. Exposure
to the elements wculd cause the tongue, throat, and nasal passages to
swell. When the head dropped forward the tongue would drop against the

back of the throat and cause the victim to suffocate.

Since the Jewish Passover was approaching, the Jews asked Pilate to
breait the legs of the victims to cause a speedier death. This was
accomplished by prohibiting the victims from pushing themselves up and
allowing them tc fill their lungs. Usually the Romans allowed the victims
tc simply hang on the cross and decompose as a spectacle to Roman authority.
But they would not desecrate the Jewish holiday since the Mosaic Law
declared "cursed is he who hangeth on a tree" {(Deut. 21:23).

The Jews were disturbed by the sign which listed the crime for which

the person was being punished. The sign was carried through the city in

front of the victim and then either hung from the neck of the victim or



nailed to the cross. In Jesus' case it appears that the sign was placed
on the upright post just above His head. The Jews wanted it to read
that Jesus claimed to be the king of the Jews, while the signs simply
stated "The King of the Jews." Pilate had been blackmailed and insulted
and was in no humor for these Jews to make further demands. The

sign was written in the official Roman language, the common language of
the time, and the native language of the people. These different
trancslations explain the slight variations of the inscriptions found

in the different gospels.

It wes customary for the soldiers to receive the clothes of the
victim whom they crucified. What is interesting is that Jesus' tunic was
without seams and very reminiscent of the high priest's tunic. This was
the ultimete humiliation, to be stripped naked and nailed toc a cross as
a public spectacle of Roman justice and the Jewish authorities' vengeance.

Jesus gave John charge of His mother's care. The consolation of
Jesus' mother and the disciple whom Jesus loved would be mutually supporting
until Jesus'! half-brothers would later be convinced of the authenticity
of Jesus' claims and become pillars in the early church.

John leads the reader to believe that Jesus' death was a Messianic
fulfillment of Scripture. These passages were written hundreds of years

prior to His life and many were beyond His control. The chances of this

being mere coincidence is next to impossible.
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GUITED DISCOVERY

~3
\O
»

110.

11.

12.

verses 16=27

Why would Pilate be unwilling to make another concession and change
the charge for which He was punished?

Why did the Jews want the sign changed?
Why was the sign written in Hebrew (probably Aramaic), Latin, and Greek?
What passage does Jesus fulfill in John 19:2L (note Psalms 22:18)?

What is significant zbout the manner of the tunic's construction
compared to Exodus 28:327

Who was present at Jesus!' crucifixion?
What does this indicate about their level of commitment?
Why did Jesus not turn his mother's care over to one of His brothers?
How would Mary have felt as she saw her son crucified?
verses 28~37

What is significant that Jesus "gave up his spirit" (note Jesus'
premature death compared to other disciples)?

How is this same thought carried out in verse 287

Why did the Jews want the crucified victims' legs broken and thus
speed up their deaths?

Where are the passages found that are referred to in verses 36 and
37 (note Ex. 12:L46; Zech, 12:10; Ps. 24:20; Num. 9:12)?

Whose testimony is found in verse 357

What does John want the reader to believe about Jesus' death?

How does one explain the fulfillment of Jesus' desth as prophesied
in the Bible considering that many of them were beyond His control

end written hundreds of years before His birth?



128

WRAP-UP

The crucifixion of Jesus has always been a "stumbling block to the
Jews and folly to the Gentiles" (I Cor. 1:23)., The Jewish law declared
that anyone who was crucified was accursed. How could the Messiah be

accursed? The only answer which makes sense is that Jesus took upon Himself
the curse which mankind deserved because of its sinfulness. To explain

how Christ's death achieved a Christian's forgiveness for sin is beyond

complete human comprehension. Yet Christ's death that fulfilled the

Scriptures leave no other alternative. If mankind could answer and

fathom all or just most of the mys*teries of God, we would indeed worship

a small God.

The humiliation and pain which Jesus endured could have caused God
to tear apart the very foundations of the universe in order to stop this.
Yet God's love for mankind was so great that He allowed 211 this to
occur so that an avenue of reconciliation might be provided. Christ's
sacrificial death does give us a model for Christian conduct, but this
role is so insignificant compared to the price which Christ paid to bring

mankind back into the fold with fellowship and the debt of sin psid in

full.

Burial 19:38-}2

BEHIND THE SCENE

Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea secured the body of Jesus from
Pilate and immediately begen preparations for His burizl. It was not
unusual for a Jew to make arrangements for the proper burial of ancther

Jew. Indeed, the 0ld Testament commanded it. However, two things do stand
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out., First, the quantity of ointment is reminscent of a royal burial, as
in II Chronicles 16:14. Second, since a tomb was usually used repeatedly,
it is unusual that someone would gec to the additional expense of providing
a new tomb. Usually the body would be left in a carved-out shelf in a cave
until the remains were reduced to bones. Then the bones would be cremated.
The same site could then be used repeatedly. The Jewish mode of burial
usually had to take place before sundown with a religious ceremony which
involved the washing of the body. The deceased would then be wrapped in
strips of linen with the 100 pounds of ointment being spread between the
overlapping of the linen. The body would be wrapped from neck to foot

and the head would be covered with a shroud. 411l these preparations had

to be completed quickly since the Jewish Sabbath began at sundown on Friday.

To fail to complete these preparations would have made it impossible for

them to partake of the Passover.

GUIDED DISCOVERY

! 1. What does John 12:10 and 9:22 say about disciples such as Joseph of
Arimathea and Nicodemus?

2. Why did these disciples go to such expense in preparing Jesus' body?

(4

3. How is the large quantity of ointment explained in II Chron. 146:147

? 4. Which would have been more costly, a tomb which had been used repeatedly
or an unused tomb? What does this reveal about those preparing Jesus!
burial?

5. Why were they so busy to finish preparaticns before Friday evening?

WRAP.UP
Joseph and Nicodemus were both attempting to make restitution for

the silence which they were guilty of during Jesus' 1life. This open display
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of kindness would not be accepted kindly by the Jewish authorities. Although
their public witness came late, at least it did come in the face of
adversity.

Christ's Glory, Our Hope 20:1-31

BEHIND THE SCENE

Mary Magdalene had gone to the garden tomb early in the morning

and, finding the tomb empty, returned quickly to the disciples. Evidently

It wa

(6]

Mary Magdalene and the other Marys passed in the early morning dark.
after this that John and Peter ran to the tomb and found it empty. John
outran Peter but stopped to survey the tomb. Peter, on the other hand,
barged into the tomb., John saw that the manner ir which the grave clcths
lay left no alternative but that Jesus had been taken up through the burie
wrappings. The previous section describes the manner of buriel.

Evidently Mary Magdalene remained at the tomh after the coming of
the two apostles. She stood weeping at the doorway when the angel suddenly
appeared to her. The fact that Mary did not recognize Jesus can be expleined
by several things: the early morning lack of light; morning fog; tears
obscured her vision; perheps she did not look at Jesus until He spoke to

pecting to see Jesus; or her eyes may not have
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adjusted to the light after lcooking inside the derk tomb., Some have suggested
that Jesus' post-resurrection body differed substantially from the way He
looked previously. Whatever His appsarance, Mary guickly recognized His
voice. The Greek verb in verse 17 indicates that Jesus' meaning, "Do not

continue to touch or cling tc me, I must leave and return to God." This verse

does rot indicate anything ebout the nature of His post-resurrection body.
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Jesus!' disciples had probably retreated to the upper room in fear
that the Jews would also seek their death. Jesus suddenly appeared among
them when the door was barred from the inside. Jesus greeted them with a
common greeting of "peace be with you", which is ironic. John used a very

traditional greeting, "shalom", but conveys more meaning in it than had ever

been expressed before. His resurrection demonstrates that all mankind may

have a like resurrection and also substantiates Jesus' claims about Himself.
This provides peace beyond any expectation.

Verse 23 has enjoyed much speculation. The most acceptable view
is that when the body of Christ is following the Holy Spirit's leading,
it may correctly speak as God's spokesman. The authority of the
pronouncement is based upon God and not the church.

The church's trsdition of worshipping on Sunday is based primarily upon
Christ's two appearances on Sunday. The resurrection of Christ was seen as
primery to the Christian message. 1 Corinthians 15 declares that the
resurrection of Christ is essential to the Christian message. Some have
suggested that the resurrection is a fabrication of the early church. This
falls upon several difficulties. Would a person be willing to die for a
self-fabricated 1ie? If the stories were fictitious, one would expect
the stories to be similar. If the stories were fabrications, why were the
disciples pictured as making so many obviocus mistakes? The varicus theories
to explain the empty tomb end deny the resurrection are less plausible than
the {truth.

Thomas' great affirmation is climactic in John's gospel. As
different people express an understanding of who Jesus is, progressively mor

and more is revealed through them as to vho Jesus is. Thomas! acclamation
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reveals the most complete revelation of who Jesus is. Thomas accords Jesus'
sovereignty and complete deity. Jesus' reply in verse 29 is a grest
promise which arplies to all Christians today. dJohn adds to Thomas'
affirmation and states his purpose for writing the story of Jesus' life,

death, and resurrection. He also testifies that his gospel is an eyewitness

account.

GUIDED DISCOVERY
verses 1-9

1. What is the first day of the week? How many days have passed since
Jesus' burial?

2. Who was the other apostle with Peter?

3. VWho did Mery think took Jesus' body (note 20:15, Matt. 27:62ff)?

134}

L. VWhy did Mary go to the tomb early in the mornming (note Luke 2h:1,
Matt. 27:65,66)?

7 &, bkhat cen be learned zbout John end Peter from their entrance into the

Tomb?
! 6. What did John believe about Jesus when he saw the way the grave cloths
7

[

oy
Y

7. Compare John 20:% and Matthew 27:063. What do these passages mezan?

P

8. What did John see that caused him to believe that Jesus had ri
the dezd?

en ITrom
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9. How do you account for this ignorance about a subject that Jesus spoke
on several times?

10. V%hat does this tell us about the disciples?

. h

at would be the case if Jesus had not risen from the grave (note
ICo

r. 15:12-19)7

!12. What are the benefits since Christ did rise from the grsve (note
I Cor. 12:20-27)%
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What would indicate in verse 10 that there might have been more
disciples than the 11 pressnt at this time?

Where was Mary standing and where and when did she see the two angels?

How does this help explain why Mary d4id not immediately recognize
Jesus since she previously was looking into the dark tomb?

What might have obscured her vision (note 20:11)7
What physical conditions sometimes make it hard to see at dawn?

What is significant about the different titles Mary uses concerning
Jesus?

What was the role and importance of women in New Testement times?
Were women allowed to perform religious services?
What task does Jesus give Mary?

1

What is significant about this task?

What car be lezrned about Mary since she remained st the tomb while
s

What would hsve been your reaction to seeing the risen Lorg?
verses 19-23
How deoes Jesus enter the house where the disciples were staying?

What do the disciples fear and why?

"Shelom" is & traditional greeting much like our "hi" or "hello".
"Shalom" means peace. How many times does Jesus say "shalom"?

What news does Jesus bear that brings real peace?

Why did Jesus show them his hands and side?

wWhat does it mean to receive the Holy Spirit?
verses 20-2%

"BEight days later™ is equivalent to one week. Which day of the week
was it (note 20:1)°?




32, What type of evidence was Thomas demanding?

33. How does Thomas' statement of faith compare with those that other
people made earlier?

13, What does Thomas mean by acclaiming Jesus to be both Lord and God?
35. What promise does verse 29 hold for Christians today?
36. What kind of person would Thomas be today?
137. How do you approach a modern-day doubting Thomas?
verses 30-31

38. How does John reassure the reader that the other gospels are also
guthorized?

139, Whst is the central purpose of the Gospel of John?
L4O. What things can be learned about Christ from studying verses 28-317
1. Uhat two reasctions are possible to the claims of Jesus Christ?
t4h2. What are the consequences of acceptance or rejection of Jesus as
the Son of God?
WRAP-UP
It is a poor motive to accept Christ just as "fire insurance" or to
see Christianity as only "pie in the sky by and by". But the promise of the
resurrection is clearly the Christian's hcpe and without it we would be
ebove all people most to be pitied. The Christian's motive should be =z
vital relationship with Christ and an obedient disciple. The promise of
eternal life assures Christians of Christ's victory cover the world and death.
The battles may wage on around Christians, but they have the privilege of
loocking through the smoke and seeing that the war is won.
This devermining factor of one's eternal destiny is the answer of
refusal to give an answer to who is Jesus Christ. Christianity holds that

Jesus is the Son of God and the source of truth. Jesus Christ calls ell



mankind to re-estsblish a personal relationship with the incarnate God

who existed before the fall of man. To igncre Christ's claims result in

the same end as outright rejection. To accept Christ's claims and allow

s the

(WS

Him to transform one's 1ife ends in eternzl life in heaven. This

single most important decision any human being can make and cannot be ignored.
Epilogue 21:1~25

BEHIND THE SCERE

John included these events to correct misunderstandings that were

[
o

present azs he wrote his Gospel. John sought to set the record straight
stating that Peter's death wes prophesied by Jesus, that John may die before
the coming of Christ, and that Jesus was not a ghost or spirit without a
physical body.

The disciples had traveled to Gzlilee as Jesus instructed and were
waiting for Christ to appear to them. Peter evidently decided to do some
Tishing to pass the time or earn some money to meet their expenses. The
gospels indicate that they got into "the" bozt, using a definite article.
This would indicate it was a boat familiar to them, perhaps one of their
own boats. It was customary to fish at night but it was unusual not to catch
any fish. Tradition and history states that fish were plentiful. As morning
approached, Jesus called from shore and directed their casting of the neti,
Immediately, their net was so full they could not bring the catch zboard for

f ripping the net as they lifted it out of the water. The number of
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fish would indicate an eyewitness account.
It was John who first identified the figure in the early morning

light as Jesus. The word "naked®in verse 7 is an idiomatic expression that
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simply indicates that Peter was stripped only from the waist up. If a
tunic was worn while fishing it would get wet, so the tunic was removed.
This way he would have a dry shirt when he was through fishing. It is the
other disciples who had to bring in the catch while impetuous Peter jumped
overboard and swam to the Lord.

Some scholars have tried to draw significance of John's inter-
changing the two different words for the word "love". This does not appear
likely. First, it aludes to different words which are used in the Greek.
The different words are "philo' meaning brotherly love and "agape" meaning a
higher form of love. This distinction is correct in classic Greek, but
New Testament Koine Greek usz of these words bears little difference and
definitely not enough difference to warrant such an interpretation, A
second point is that it assumes that they spoke Greek. It appears more
likely that they spoke Aramaic, so it can be said with a high degree of
certainty that there is no significance about the changes in the word
for love. The point of this passage is that Peter is reinstated by Jesus
after his three-fold derial.

The Gospel of John ends with the apostle's pledge to the authenticity
and reliability of his account. John states in his Gospel that he could
not be exhzustive in all that Jesus did because Jesus said and did so much.
GUIDED DISCOVERY

verses 1-1l
1. V¥hat was another neme for the Sea of Tiberias (note 6:1)7
2. Vho were the sons of Zebedee (note Matt. L:21)7

! 2. How does Matthew 28:7 explain why they had returned to Galilee?

-
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1.

Previously, what was the occupation of Peter, James, and John?
Why did they go fishing?

Why did the disciples not know it was Jesus standing at the beach?
Why does Jesus call them children?

How does Jesus help them?

What would have been these fishermen's natural reaction to catching so

many fish?

What insights are gained about Peter and John in this incident?

What would substantiste Peter's imp
go fishing? Who brought the boat t
fish from the boat?

What would indicate John's more reflective and discerning nature?

How would this section provide an answer to those people who think
that Jesus was Just a spirit without a meterial body?

verses 15~19

The word "these" could gramatically refer to the disciples, the

What other threefold statement by Peter does scripture centain?
Since Peter denies Jesus three times, what could be Jesus' intent?

er concerned with the use of the word "love" or that He asked
ree times (note verse 17)?

=

7

How was Peter to demonstrate his love for Jesus

What responsibility was Jesus giving Peter?

How would this responsibility make FPeter feel after he had denied Christ

three times?

o
7
H

What can be learned sbout Jesus from this recommissioning

How does this apply to Christians today?

etuous nature? Who suggested they
o shore? Who volunteered to get the




23. How dicd Peter die according to church tradition?
2L, How would this fulfill verse 187
verses 20=25
25. Who was the disciple who was following Peter and Jesus?

126, Whet misunderstanding had developed about John's death and Christ's
return?

27. Whst was Peter's intent when he asked Jesus about John?

What pledge does John make about his Gospel? What does that mean to
Christians?

129. What claims are John making in verse 257

WRAP-UP

Jesus forgave Peter after he had denied his Lord three times. Jesus
reinstated Peter by a threefold cormissioning "to feed his sheep”. Jesus
reinstated Peter to his former position of respensibility. This gives &ll
Christians & great assurance that God's forgiveness is certain upon our
repentance and that God will help us pick up where we had left off. According
to church tradition Peter was crucified upside down because he did not
consider himself worthy to be crucified in a manner similar to Christ.

John assures each Christian of the authority of his Gospel, which is
very important. Scripture is relisble so we can have confidence that Jesus
and His claims are portrayed accuratély. Christians marvel and rejoice in
all thet the gospels reveal; yet John declares that he could not recerd a1l

that Jesus said and did, heaven will reveal this!

FOR FURTHER STUDY
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