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INTRODUCTIOCN

The purpose of this senior project is to give the
present student an opportunity to synthesize three years
of seminary-level training in the area of hermeneutics,
with an eyve to lts operation in the vastoral setting.
The project therefore seeks to present a model, directed
to the local pastor, of how a biblical book can be prepared
for an expositional preaching series, The model endorses
three stages of preparation study thought by the student
to be essential to a2 quality pulpit ministry. The stages
are history, exegesis and theology. HEach stage 1is contained
within a ma jor chapter which endeavors to introduce the
topic, present the study dats itself and relate 1t to the
modern pastoral setting by means of s summary and/or an
evaluation of the tools and methods used. In this way it is
hoped that, on the one hand, the student will crystallize
for himself the training in hermeneutics he has saught to
acquire, while on the other hand, present tc the reader a

stimulus toward furthering the quality of his own sermonic

preparations,
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Chapter 1
HISTORICAL CONSIDERATIONS

If the exposition of a2 book such as the First
Epistle of John is to ke sound, it must be founded upon a
thorough understanding of historical backgrounds. Chapter
One presents such an understanding in a threefold manner,
The study itself is first presented, followed by s dis-
cussion of the relevance to the pulpit, and finally, a brief
evaluation of the tools used for the study. In this way it
is hoped that this phase of the model will be most meaning-
ful for the busy nastor engaged in the pursuilt of gquality

expositional preaching.

i

THE 3TUDY

¥

Authorship

In writing about the First Epistle of John, Donald
Guthrie states, "In one sense the authorship is not the
most important issue, for the exegesis of the letter 1is not
greatly affected by our conclusions regarding authorship.“l
Guthrie's statement points to the fact that whether or not
one can ever come to a setisfactory opinion regzzrding the

authorship of I John, nevertheless, one can still be con-

fronted bty its authoritative witness To Christian truth.




While apostolic authorship would naturally buttress the
contents of the Zpistle, here is a case where Scriptural
truth can be heard for its own sake, transcending time and
culture, making real the will of God for His Church. The
value of fixing the authorship, sayvs Guthrie, is that the

Epistle ®, . . becomes more personal if an individual name

e

can with any confidence be attached to it, "2 Thus, with
authorship serving only s secondarv role in terms of im-
portance, the evidence in favor and against the trzditional

Johannine authorship may he examined.

Traditional evidence. Both Guthrie and A. E. Brooke

refer to the Epistle of Polvearp as possibly the earliest

£

m

extent witness to I John. Brooke notes that Polyecarp says,

®, . . Wwhoever does not confess Jesus Christ as having come
in the flesh is antichrist.®? The parallel to I Jchn 432
is unmistakeable. Brooke says, “lMNo one who hasgs read the
Johannine Epistles and the Epistle of Folycarp can doubt

on which side lies the prohability of originality.“g
Based uvon further parallels hetween the Epistle of Polycarp
and I and II John, Brooke concludes that Folvcarp must have
been acquainted with the Johannine Hpistles., Brooke states
that in view of this, ®. . . there would have to be very
strong reasons to justify us in placing the Johannine
Epistles later than the Enistle of Polycarp.“5 If Erooke

is correct, this could date a witness to I John a2s early as
120-5 A, D.6

The first Church Father to gucte extensively from




3
I John and to attribute it to the avostle John {(along with

the Second and Third Epistles of John and the Fourth Gospel),

ol

is Irenaeus, Bilghop of ILvons, whom C. H., Dodd dates at the

beginning of the first cehtury.7

]

Traditional Johannine authorship is assumed in the
writings of Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Origen, and

eference to these Guthrie says,

3

his nupil Dionysius.8 In
This evidence is sufficient to show that from very
early times the Epistle was not only treated as Scrip-
ture but was assumed to be Johannine, in spite of the
fact that no specific claim to this effect is made by
the writer himself.9
Thus, from its earliest days, the Church seems to
have assumed Johannine authorship for the Zpistle. Since
the individuals previcusly cited form the witness of the
late apostolic 2nd post-apostolic eras, thelr assumwntions
in faveor of Johannine authorship cannct, by reason of the
nearnesg to the actual writing of the HEpistle itself, be
lightly written off in favor of other theories of author-
ship.. However, traditicnal evidence finds itself playing
a seccndary role of imporitance to that evidence provided
by the internal characteristics of the fplstle 1tself. The
Epistle itself pnlaces hkefore us the largest amount of

authentic data from which to draw our conclusions concerning

authorship,

Foistolary evidence, In treating the internal

evidences for avthorship tc te found in I John, Guthrie
considers three factors as key: (1) the writer's personal

claims, (2) the genersl impressicn of I John, and (3) its




relationship to the entire bodyv of Johannine thcught.lo
These factors are indeed important, and a careful study of
each will shed more light on the authorship guestion.

The descrivntion given in I John 1:1-3 about the
writer's encounter with the Word of Life certainly pictures
the kind of relationship a disciple would experience with
his master, The stress in verses 1-3 is upon having heard,
seen, and touched the life which was revealed by God to man,
It speaks of personal fellowship., Of this Guthrie says,
¥In no more vivid way could the writer indicate that he
was an eyewitness.“ll

The Epistle also carries a number of references

2

to the first nerson plural *we®, As Guthrie points out,
many of these references such as in 1:8 which reads, "If
we say we have no sin , . .® (NA3SV), are references which
encompass common Christian experience. These do not of
themselves point to an apostolic z2uthor. However, when
these references are seen in the context of 1:1-5, 2 new
personal dynamic prevades them. Guthrie states,
what the writer is concerned to claim at the outset
is that his proclamation is based on his own personal
experience and the experience of those closely
associzted with him,l
Thus the Epistle bears the unmistakeable stamp of personal
experience, an encounter with the Word of Life which gives
authority to its contents. To this Guthrie says,
If this indication 1s taken at its face value and
is not regarded as a literary device to create the im-
pression of authenticity, it narrows the field of pos-

sible avthers., It is clearly in complete harmony with
the traditional ascription to John, the apostle.
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In addition to the numerous references to the first
person plural pronoun, the Epistle is also characterized by
the writer®s use of the endearments ®little children® (2:1,
18, 28; 3:9, 18; 5:21) and "beloved®™ (2:7; 3:2, 21 bi1, 7,
11). %Beloved,® of course, is an expression which any
Christian might use toward another, However, ®little
children,® Guthrie states, ®. . . could have been written

only by someone of considerable authority to those who

]

would 2T once acknowledge his right to address them in

this manner.“14
If a study is made of each of the occurrences of
these terms of endearment, Guthrie's assertion finds ample
support. The writer of the Bpistle uses the term in ref-
erence to conveying his purpose for writing (231, 7),
calling his readers to recognition of a truth (2:12, 18),
and giving them a strict command (2:28). As Guthrie says,
®*The author, in short, stands out as 2 man of considerable
gpiritual stature.“15
Thus, the Epistle can be said to claim for itself
an auvthor who was perscnally involved in the events sur-
rounding the redemvtive revelation of God to man in the
person of the Word of Life, and it certainly gives the
overall impression of a letter written by such an asuthori-
tative evewitness. The fact that the endesrment *little
children™ is used also points to the pessibility of an older,

perhaps elderly avthor. Such is an apt descrintion of the

apostle John, whom tradition holds was in hig nineties and
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8till active by the beginning of the post-apostolic era at
the time the Epistle was written.

The relationship of the Epistle to the entire body
of Johannine thousght forms a third arena in which broper
investigations pertaining to authorship can be carried out.
Such studies agzain seem to indicate the work of an apostolic
writer such as the apostle John. The relationship between
the Epistle and the Gospel of John is understood by scholars
such as Hobert Law as complimentary in nature. Law says
that the Gospel is ®. . . a narrative of the redemptive
ministry of Christ, and the Epistle an analytical study of
the Divine Life as it exists in God and in the children
of God."l€ If Iaw's understanding of the relationship be-
tween the HEpistle and the Gosple is correct, then a harmony
both in terminology and in theological concepts should he
apparent in these writings. This is exactly what comes to
light ﬁhen careful inquiry is made.

Brooke, in his commentary, devotes several pages
in his introductory material to a most det=ailed presentation
of the Greek grammatical similarities beftween the Epistle
and the Gospe1.17Among those items which Brooke mentions
are such similarities as common vhraseoclosy, infregquent use
of the relative, use of the demonstrative to introduce
thoughts, and limited use of vocabulary.l8

Theological concepts common to both Epistle and
Gospel are listed by Brooke as:

1. The incarnation (I Jn. 4:2, Jn. 1:14),
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2. Life as having its source in Christ (I Jn. 5:11,
Jn. 1:4).

3. Life as identified with Christ (I Jn. 1:1-2,
Jn. 5:26).

L, Abiding in Chrisgt as means to fellowship with
God (I Jn. 2:24, Jn., 6:56).

5. God's Word abiding in the believer (I Jn. 2:14,
Jn. 5:38),

6. God's love affirmed in the sendinz of Christ

(I Jn. 439, Jn. 3:16).

ct

7. The command to love Christian brethren (I Jn.
3:123; Jn, 13:34),

8. Christisns as children of God (I Jn. 5:1,
Jn. 1:12-13),

9, BEmphasis uron ®witness® (I Jn. 5:6, Jn.

The Epistle and the Gospel alsc reveal mnany cone-
trasting pairs which are common to both. Zrooke notes,
ight and Darkness, Lifc nd Death, Love and Hate,

.
‘3“"' e
Truth and Falsehood, The Father and the World, To be

of the world, to be not of fhe ﬁofld, God and the Devil,

The children cf God and the children of the Devil, To
know and not to know God, To have seen and not to have
seen dim, To have 1life and not to have 1life.

Broocke concludes by saying, “To quote all that exist would

involved printing practically the whole of the Evpistle and

o a%zl

a large part of the Gospel.
& parallel study of the prologues to bteth the

Gospel and the Epistle also is TDVP411ﬂU regarding the

similarities of the two writings,




John 1:1-15 T John 13:1-3
In the bezinning (v. 1) What was from the beginning
(v. 1)
The Word (vv., 1ff) The Word of Life (v, 1)

Tn Him was 1life (v, &)

We beheld His glory (v. 14) Was menifested to us (v. 2)
The Paptist, a witness We bear witness (v. 2)
(VVO 6“’8’ 15)
He gave the right to become That yvou might have
children (v. 12) fellowship {(v. 3)

The study thus depicts the agreement by both Gospel and
Epistle as to:

1, The eternal, pre-existence of the Word.

2. The Hord as the source of life,

3 The Word as manifested to man,

L, The Word as witnessed %to by man,

5 The possibility of a2 community or fellowship
relationshin» with God through the Word.

Clearly then, a unity does exist between the Epistle
and the Gospel. However, before one can affirm a common
authorship, conslider=ation must first be made of the differ-
ences scholars have noted between the Epistle and The Gospel
and welgh their importance in light of the authorship
guestion.

C, d. Dodd in his commentary on the Johannine

-

Epistles lists three svecific differsnces between the

Eonistle and the Gospel. First, Dodd discusses differences
in stvle. TFor examgle, Dodd says, "There is surely to be

o

felt in the Fourth Goswnel a richness, a subtlety, a
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penetrating quality of style to which the Hpistle cannot
2

&3]

N

pretend.” Dodd pictures the Gospel as rhythmic while the

Epistlefs rezularity tends toward wmonctony. The Gospel

is intense, plowing, and exciting, wherezas the Hpistle

lacks a2ll of these., The Greek of the Epistle is less
lucid and ®*. . . does not suzgest the pen of a ready
writer,®23 Consideration is also given by Dodd to the
absence of Semitic idioms in the ZEpistle which appear

in the Gospel. Hence, the Hnistle is more Hellenlistic

-

in nature than the Gospel. Finally, Dodd notes vocabulary
differences hetween the two writings. He says,

We ohserve that out of the numerous words present
in the Gosvel tut absent from the Epistle, 2 1list of
cver thirty can be compiled which are either so fre-
guent in the Gosvel, or so closelv related to its
central ideas, that thelr absence from 2 writ;Eg
claiming Joharnine authorship is significent.””

Dodd himself admits that "Such impressions of style

.

are apt to be subjective,”25 With this Guthrie agrees,
citing the work of W. G. Wilson as representative of a good
scholarly attempt to deal with stylistic differences between
the Epistle and the Gospel which is based upon a more ob=~
jective view.26 In response to Dodd and in light of
Wilson's investisation Guthrie concludes that it is not
possible to ®*. . . pronounce with any confidence that the
two works could not vroceed from one author, particularly
in view of the disparity in length and variation in

purpose.“27

Second, Dodd understands the religlious hackgrounds

28

for the EBrnistle and the Gospel to be different. Doda
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notes that the Epistle has no quotations from the Cld Testa-
ment, few echoes of its langusge and only one specific
reference to it (I Jn. 3:12). The Gospel, however, like
its companions, abounds with 0ld Testament useage. From
this difference Dodd asserts that while the Gospel seems
to be a fusion of Hellenism and Hebtrewism, the Epistle
is much more freely Hellenistic., Dodd understands such
things as the "God is 1ight® and *love® maxims, divine
*seed™ and the "unction®™ which gives spiritual knowledge
2ll as finding their origins in Hellenism. Dodd asserts
that, "The author of the Epistle has followed a mode of
thought and expression avoided in a1l other New Testament
writings, including the Fourth Gospel.W29

Guthrie's reply to Dodd's conclusions zlaces the
source of the differences Dodd claims not in the religious
background of the guthor, but in the purpose for which he
wrote, Guthrie =ays,

The Epistle has always in mind the backzround of

Gnostic 1deas and it is to be expected that the writing

would be more flavoured by Fellenism than by Hebraic

modes of expression.
Guthrie assumes that a writer will adspt, to some degree,
his language to fit the needs of the particular audience to
wnich he writes. In this way the lack of Cld Testament
useage is not such 2 dynamic difference, for different
writing motives will oroduce different styles and resulting
contents.31

Third, Dodd argues that at certain points imvertant

theological differences appear between the Epistle and the
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Gospel.32 To Dodd, the Epistle holds a much more primitive
theological outlook than that of the Gospel, Three examples
are given in suvport:

1. The Epistle exhibits a more primitivé escha~
tology than the Gospel. What is lacking in the Zpistle is
the profound reinterpretation of primitive Christian escha-
tology present in the Fourth Gospel. Dodd asserts that 1t
is the Gospel's reinterpretaion which does *. , . fuller
justice to the teaching of Jesus Christ than the naive
thinking of the primitive church.®33

2. The dpistle displays 2 more primitive understand-
ing of the redemptive efficacy of Christ’s death, Dodd
says of it that it scarcely goes ®, . . beyond the terms
of the primitive apostolic Preachitmfgf.,“5"-3}4 In short, the
BEpistle is said to focus on exviation (I Jn. 2:2), while
the Gospel defines Christ's work in wider, more cosnmic
terms.

3. The HEpistle depicts the Spirit, Dodd sayvs,
¥, . + within the limits of primitive or pooular belief

.%35  aAbsent from the Epistle is the hieh Johannine
understanding ¢of the Spirit 28 operative in the regenerated
believer,

The conclusions arrived at by Dodd regarding the
aforementioned ma jor differences force Dodd to conclude that
the Gospel and the #Apistle have different authors.Bé
Since Dodd is faced with not onlv the differencss, but the

strong sense of unity avparent between the EHEpistle and the
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Gospel, he must opt for a disciple of the Evangelist as the

author for the Epistle, In this way the author of the

=

ristle ig one who is
e + « not 8 mere imitstor, but he has become
possessed by certain of his masterfs ideas, though
not going the whole way with him; . . . he has caught
something of his style and manner, though with a
difference, 37
Dodd therefore asserts that
« + o« the First Epistle of John best reveals its
character and significance when 1t is not treated
as a great authort®s second thoughts, but allowed
to speak for itself.38
Guthrie, in response to Dodd's =zrguments for the
theological differences between the Epistle and the Gospel,
first attributes Dodd’®s understanding of the EBpistle's
eschatology to his ®. . . own interpretation of the escha-

tology of the Fourth Gospel.“39 Thouzgh a term such as

®*antichrist® does not appear in the Gospel, Guthrie places

D

such an occurance in the area of differences of eXopression,

)

e any real

»

not theology.ao Secondly, Guthrie does not s

death of Christ

[§

difference in the interpretation of th
found in hoth writings. Guthrie states,

Dodd giveg far too little attention to the sac-
rificial langusge of the Gospel, and therefore, gives
a one-sided picture of the work of Christ in terms
of exaltation and triumph.

Hegarding the differences Dodd reports in thne doc-

£
g

¥
i

traine of the Spirit, Guthrie has nothing to say. However,
one need only read I John 3:24 and 5:7-10 to realize that
Dodd®s assertion that the Epoistle does not display the

Spirit in overation with the regenerated believer's life
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is totally unfounded.

I John 3:24 reads,

Angd the one who keeps His commandments abides in
Him, and He in him. And we know by this that He
abides in us, bv the Spirit which He has gziven us., (WASV)

firming in the believer the abiding presence of God. It

is an active work which is verformed by the Spirit for

it need be so in light of the false spirits spoken of in
the very next verses (4:1-2) who have gone out to decelve,
The same emphasis is zlsco displayed in I John 5:7-10

where again, the Zpirit serves to confirm the witness of
Christ in the believer's life (v. 10). Thus, no difference
can be seen between the operations of the Spirit in I John

e as "Helper®™ in John 14:16-17,

‘_—J

and that of His ro
Granted, the 3Spirit is not discussed in large degrese in

ig, it is true to the Gospel's

ct
o
=
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understanding of His person and work. Dodd's arpgument

In conclusion, the issue of authorship for the BEpistle
must azain he affirmed as of secondary imporbtance. The

et
=

Epistle can stand authoritatively upon its own merit.

the earliest days of

of

5]

h

t fror

£

has been shown, however,
church histery, tradition has assumed Joharnine authorship
for both the Epistle and the fourth Gospel. The testimony
of early witnesses is not fTo be taken lightly. Far greater,
however, is the witness of the Zpistle itself

does it create a plcture in which someone the stature of
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the apostle John can ke seen, but it cleasrly evidences
a dynamic unity with the Gospel in terms of zrammar, style,
and theoclogical conception., Differences hetween the Zpistle

and the Gospel seem best ati

Epistle shews the revelation as it has Deen apprehended in

i

cclety and of the believer. wh2 Thus,

ctr
ey
®
}._J
s
5
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o
)
ot
5
o
o

it is not difficult to adont Westcott's view and see both
the similarities and trhe differences betwe the Hplstle
and the Gospel as evidences for a common authorship.
Westecott states,
- No imitator of the Gospel could have combined
elements of likeness and unlikerness in such a manner;
« » « the substarce of the Gospel adequatel7 explains
the more defined teaching of the first Hpistls The
one writing stands to the other in an *ﬂ'oliﬁmn ble

conmexion of 1ife.43

OCne can conclude, then, that common avthorship for

ot

ike

{
Ly

both the EHpistle and the Gospal is a far more
possibility than not. It best asccounts for the phenomenocon
of the two writings and grants to them a deepened authority.
Whether or not the author is the apostle John seems a
matter of personal decision. Certainly the Hpistls does
not negate the possitility of John's authorship and tra-
dition supports it. For the purpose of the rest of this
project the decision made will reflect tellefl in the

Johannine authorship of both the ¥oistle and the Gospel.
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In seeking to establish a date for fthe writing of
the Epistle, an area which must first be dealt with is
that of priority. Which came first, the Epistle or the
Gospel? Brooke gives a careful treatment of this topic
in his commentary on the Johannine Epistles.44 In Brooke's
study, seven arguments in favor of the EHpistle's priority
over that of the Gospel are presented and then dismissed
on grounds such as misunderstanding the Epistle, its
grammar, or its later use,45 On the side of favoring the
Gospel over the Epistle, Brooke notes that, "Many passages
in the Epistle seem to need the help of the Gospel in
order to become ilfz’celligible.‘”LL6 Brooke'®s point is that
the Gospel and the Epistle are characterized by the fact
that originality and power come from the Gospel while in
the Hpistle, thouzhts seem ®. . . derived and generalized, ®47
In conclusion, Brooke asserts that the longer one studies
the Bpistle, the more evident it becomes that the Epistle
is drawing upon a large body of material te further admonish
the readers. This body of preceeding material could
easily be the Gospel which the readers had heard from the
beginning, their source of knowledze which should have
been all that was necessary for them to press on in the
faith. Brooke says,
The whole aim of the HBpistle is to recall to mind
and to supplement what has long ago been fully given,
but not adequately grasped . . . It is the aftermath,

not the first~fruits, of the writer's message to the
church,.48
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If Brooke is correct in placing the Gospel first,
followed by the BEpistle, and schelars such as Guthrie seem
to agree,gg then the date for the HEpistle's publication
should next be sought. For accomplishing this task scholars
look to such things as the writings, religious developments,
and cultural characteristics of the generzl pericd thought
to correspond with the writing in cuestion, and then try

to fix a date based upon the internal evidences of the

N

epistle. E. F., Scott dates the Epistle close to the he-
ginning of the second century based upon the following
data 150

1. The Epistle of Polycarp, which points toward
a knowledge of I John, was written about 117 A. D. Thus
I John likely appeared prior to that date.

2. Trhe Hpistle by John seems to fall late in the
history of the young Christian church, for distinctions
between Jews and Gentiles, which concerned the early Church,,
are not mentioned; presumably, they are no longer important.
Also, early church precepts seem to have existed long
enough to become considered "Cld Commandments,.®

3. Gnosticism appears in a more or less primitive
stage of development. 3Scott concludes by saying that the
Epistle is *, . . tinged with the philosophic ideas which
had come in after the apostolic age, but still retains the
freshness of outlook and the religious glow which marked the
earler days.®5l

Guthrie agrees with 3cott®s analysis, but prefers

an earlier date of G0-95 A, D.52 It is worth noting here
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that both Guthrie and Scott agree that both the Epistle
and the Gospel come out of approximately the same time
period, thus making their asscciation even more dynamic
in terms of time relstionship.

Taking the work of men such as Scott and Guthrie
into consicderation, plus other notables such as B, F,
Westcottd3 and F. F. Bruce,5® i1t is probably safe to adopt
a late firét century/very early second century date for

the appearance of the First Epistle of John.

Backzround and Qeccasion

Having fiXed an approximaste date of publication for
the Epistle, consideration should be made of the immediate
circumstances which fostered it. Guthrie presents a succinect
discussion of the background and occasion for the Epistle

in his New Testament Introduction,’5 He identifies early

Gnosticism =2s the false teaching with which the Epistle
deals.56 Gnosticism would pose a real threat to the
Christian community, for by nature, it was a syvstem which,
as Justo Gonzalez says, ®. . . would take any doctrine . . .
found valuable, without any regard for its origin or for
the context from which it was taken.“57 Thus, Gnosticism
threatened the unigueness of the Christian revelation by
making it just another plank In =z large and unsteady struc-
ture of thought.

Gnostics believed that the spirit of man was
destined for total liberstion, but was at present captured

within a2 wicked scheme of material things, chief of which
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was the hunan btody. Deliverance of the spirit could
only be realized by the comprehension of knowledge or
®onosis,® Of this Gonzalez says,

Knowledge is, then, an understanding of the human
situation, of what we once were and what we should
become; and thrcough it we can be freed of the bonds
that tie us to the material world.58

The chief end for the Gnostic, therefore, was to partake
of the gnosis through sviritual illumination which weould
free his spirit from its materizl honds though he continue

on in the body until physical death.

Gnosticism ceme into the Christian community by

3

incorporating intc itself the doctrine of salvatio
through Christ. Gnostics saw in Christ the messenger sent

from the world of the spirit to impart to the chosen anong

iy}
=

men the gnosis which would make them free. The dangerous
effect of Gnosticism for Christilanity can best be under-
stood at this point. If, as Gnostics held, all matter was
evil and all spirit good, how then could Christ the messen-
ger from the spiritual realm come and dwell among men in
the form of the man, Jesus? The answer was simple: deny
the incarnation of Christ,. . make a distinction between
Jesus the man and Christ the divine messenger; the incar-
nation thus did not take place, the human Jesus being
only an illusion. Guthrie states,
The dangerous character of this heresy is a2t once
anparent, for it was an attempt tc vreserve Christ's

divinity at the expense of His humanity, and all in
the interests of the higher intellectualism.Z>%

F, F., Bruce gives a vivid insight into the kinds of
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damage Gnostic teachings could do within the Christian
community when he says of the teaching that,

« « » 1t was speclally attrasctive to people of some
intellectual attainment. Tor the ordinary rank and file
of Christians 1t had less appeal; indeed, 1t was not
intended for them, but rather for an elite of spiritual
initiates.60

Here, then, was a system which a2ppealed to those who some-
how were not satisfied with the simple f11th pasgsed on to
them by the apostles. These individuals soon separated
themselves from the Christian community 2nd began expounding
their teachings to all who felt their intellectual atirac-
tion (I Jn. 2:19). From this elite zroup not onlv wrong
doctrine, but wrong modes of conduct such as libertinism
were preached, creating conflict within the established
Christian community. Westcott sums it up well when he says,

The world was indeed perilous; but 1t was rather
by its seductions than by its hostility. There is no
trace of any recent or impending persecution. Jow
the main temptations are from within,

Such a state of affsirs seemed intolerable to the apostle
John, and thus form the cccasion for his Epistle.

Regarding the specific Christisn community to
which this Epistle was sent, no particular church can be
singled out due to the fact that the normal salutation znd
intrcduction which accompanied such letters are absent from
the Bpistle. Guthrie notes that because of this many
scholars have ®, . . classed this Epistle as a general
tractate or diatrihe in letter form.“éz However, Guthrie
argues that the phrase ®*little children®™ used so often

throughout the Epistle ¥. . . indicztes a personal
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relationship between readers and writer which would be
lacking in a general tractate.“’é3

SGince most scholars locate the author of the
Johannine literature in Ephesus, which Scott affirms as
the ®, . . chief city of the vrovince of Asia and the seat
of the premier <3E’1113.“c:}3,*“51’L it is commonly held that I John
was written to a circle of Christian communities around the
Asiatic arez, Guthrie says of these communities that they
were people with whom *. . . the author was personally
acquainted and who were threatened with the same infil-
tration of false teaching.wé5

John's own personal acquaintance while in Ephesus
with the kind of primitive Gnostic teachings which were
harassing the churches in Asia may be exposed if Eusebelus!®
story concerning John's run-in with Cerinthus is true.

Busebeius,; in his Heelesiastical Historv,66 tells of a

day when John came to a2 local public bath only to flee for
fear God would destroy it once he learned that Cerinthus

was also inside. Cerinthus was zan early Gnostic teacher

who lived and taught in Ephesus. Erooke asserts that elther
he or someone holding similar views represents the false
tesching with which the Epistle desals.®? Thus tradition
attributes to Eprhesus both the apostle who could have
written the Epistle and the personal knowledge of the

heresy which he would have needed to produce such a work.

Purpose

Having identified primitive Gnostiecism as the




immediate occasion for the writing of the Hplstle, the:
next step, that of ascertaining the purpose or aim of the
Epistle, should be an easy one. Seemingly, all scholars
agree that the IZpistle is directed toward combhatting some
form of Gnosticism. However, before the Epistle is under-
stood as a wholesale poleric against Gnosticlsm, attention
should be given to the scholarly opinion regarding the
manner in which the HEpistle achieves 1ts zin.

B, ¥, Westcott states that ®*The object of the

Epigstle corresponds with its charaoter.“és The object is
not strictly polemic, sayvs Westcott, because the character
of the Epistle ig more in line with that of the Fourth
Gospel, which, in chapter 20:31 says, ®. . . but these
things have been written that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you
might have 1life in Eis name® (NASV). To this verse
Westcott relates I John 1:3 and 5:13, which express the
writer's hove that the readers may have fellowship with
him in Christ (1:3), and that through their belief in
Christ, recoznize that they have eternzal life (5:13).
Westcott thus stresses the positive side of the content of
the letter, playing down somewhat 1ts polemic nature. OF
this Westcott savs,

His object is polemical only so fzr as the clear
unfolding of the essence of right teaching necessarily
shows all error in its real character. In other words,
3t. John writes to call out a welcome for what he
knows to_be thg Gospel and not to overthrow this or that
false opinion,®9

A, &, Brooke agrees with Westcott, stressing that
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the Bpistle is not even primarily a polemical work. Brooke
says, “The edification of his ‘children' in the true faith
and life of Christians is the writer®s chief purpose.“7o
In Brooke's study, the weight of the responsibility for the
need of the Epistle's writing is not put upon the false
teachers vprimarily, but laid squarely on the shoulders of
¥*children® whom Brooke understands as second generation
Christians who had lost the glow of early Christisnity and
were beginning tto find the world more and more attractive.
Brooke says,

They were only too ready to welcome elements of
religious and philosophical speculation foreign to the
Faith and really destructive to it. They could not
tolerate a sharp distinction between Christian and
unchristian in belief and presctice. And therefore they
were easily decelved by spacious novelties,’7l

Therefore, scholars understand the Hpistle as

aiming 1tself at a vositive reaffirmation of Christian
truth. By such an approach the believing community 1is
both edified and strengthened against attacks from within
and withouts As C. H., Dodd says of the writer of the
Epistle,

He might have spent his time in discussing and
refuting the errors of the heretical propaganda. If
he had done so, the epistle would now have had little
more than antiquarian interest. But the 'Word of life?,
that is the Gospel and the Commandment of Christ as
delivered by the apostles, commands the prime interest
of Christians everywhere and at 2ll times.72

The Epistle sought to cause Christians to truly

recognize the benefits and blessings that were thelrs in

fellowship with God through Jesus Christ. Its messzge was

needed then and it is still relevant for today.
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THE PULPIT

After having endeavored to gain an adequate under-
standing of those issues and data involved in the over-all
historical backeground to the First Epistle of John, the
pastor must next seek to relate that which he has learned
to the sermon series he intends to present to his congre-
gation, In regard to this step, some observations are
here made.

Indepth historical study forms the solid foundation
upon wWhich serious exegetical work may be done. It simply
18 not possible to arrive at 2 correct interpretation of
any text apart from the light of its own historical con-
textual situation. Obviously, an adequate hermeneutic
demands that the exegesis done be relevant to the modern
congregation and its needs, but such relevance cannot be
found unless it rests upon the original historic relevance

3

" of the text. The expositional nreacher must be careful

[0}

that his preaching of timeless truths 15-rooted in historic
reality. Exegesis devoid of historical consciousness
produces only shallow devotionsl dribble. Exegesis
practiced in the light of contextual background insures

the conveyance of Biblical truth which cannot become de=
tached from its God-intended meaning for the Church at any
stage throughout its history. A pastor owes it fo his
people to do 211 he can to adegquately understand the con-
textual situation of the text to be preached, for Cod's

truth and its application is the grand issue at stake.
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Hegarding the actual move from study to pulpit,
the pastor can best relate to his people the dynamic
influence of his work if he will understand it to be bene-
ficial to them in two specific ways., First, the fruits
of the historical study can serve as introductory material
to & carefully clanned expositional series. Here the
pastor relates to his people those items which best set
the context for the seriss to follow. Second, the intro-
duction helps the person in the vew nmake application of
the text To the realities of life. To know that the book
or passage was wWwritten to meet a genuine historic need
experienced by believers will vprovide the layperson with
a bazsis for incorpcrating the message and its application
into his own life siftuation.

HEssentisl To a2 meaningful introduction 1is the
pastor®s ability to select and condense the data from his
study into a brief, relevant presentation. In light of the
preceeding study presented on I John, the following will
serve to illustrate this process of selection and conden-
sation of date for introductory use by the pastor,

A Suscested Historical
Introduction for I John

The study revezaled that the data concerning
authorship is of a secondary nature to the impact of the
Evistlefs message.73 The pastor would do well to capl-
talizé on this aspect of the study. Todzy when the battle

for the Bible continues to rage, the congregation needs
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to hear a positive presentation from the pulpit: one which
does not seek to lay bare all the lower and higher criftical
problems of the Eunistle, bhut instead, endeavors to set the
vital importance of listeninz to the Epistle’s message
before the people. Soren Kierkegaard gives a beautiful

illustration of this point in his book, Purity of Heart

is to Will One Thing, Kierkegsard, in discussing the

listenert®s role in receiving a devotional address74 nakes
the point that when people go to a theatre to see a play,
they, the audience, evaluate The actors as to how well
they portray their characters and act thelr parts. However,
in a devoblional presentation, it is not the svesker, but
the listener who is in wview., Kierkegaard says,
If the speaker has the responsibility for what

he whispers, then the listener has an egqually grest

responsibility not to fall short in his task . . .

the listener stands openly before God, The listener

. « . is the actor, who in all truth acts before God,’5

Thus, the pastor as God's spokesman 1s responsible

for setting out before the peonle those things which will
enhance the clarity and power of the message of truth to
be conveyed. As with suthorship, so with all other details
of the historical study: the empvhasis should be on the
message of the Epistle, first and foremost. This should
be the pastor®s guide. For as Kierkegaard says, %®God's
presence 1s the decisive thing that changes all. As soon as
God 1is present, each man in the presence of God has the task
of paying sttention to himself.“76

In actually dealing with the matter of authorship
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in the introduction, the pastor might first refer to the
historic tradition of the church regarding Johannine author-
ship, clting evidence such 28 the Epistle of Polyecarp and
such supporters as Irenseus and Origen. Somewhat greater
attention might be given to epistolary evidence, nmaking
note of such things as the claims for the author as an eye-
witness and the phrases of personal endezrment. Special
attention ought to be given to the theclogical unity of the
Epistle with the Gospel. Here, perhaps the use of an
overhead projector would best meet the need. Transparen-
cles could be made for a2 list of common theclogical concepts
between the two writings, as well asg g look at all the
parallels to be found in the prologues for each. The
authorship portion of the introduction misht conclude by

stating that Johannine authorship best accounts for the

[©]

phenomena of both the Gospel and the Hpistle. However,
again, the greztest amount of stress should he placed
upon the fact that the Hpistle can stand on its own as an
authoritative revelation of God's truth for us whether or
not the zpostle John wrote it.

In presenting the introduction, the tulk of the
material should be devoted to gziving the congregation a
clear comprehension of the background, and especizlly, the
occasion for the Epistle. Here, a brief analysis of primi-
tive Cnosticism should be done, highlizhting its impli-
cations for Christigsnity. HModern application might he made

by concluding with the comment that the situstion represented
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by the Epistle shows us what happens when Christians try
to improve the Gospel for the sake of pure intellectualism,’/
Since the discussion of Gnosticism affords an open door
for dating the Epistle, that information might easily be
inserted here or at the conclusion of the authorship
portion.

The entire introduction should conclude by focusing
on the purpose of the Epistle. The pastor at this point
would do well to impress uvon his peovple the positive way
in which the author deals with a problematic situation.

The Fpistle is a lesson to 2ll Christisns on the need to
dwell on the good and the true as a means of letting the
light shine which can dispell the threatening darkness,

In the interest of time, verhaps the best way to
present such introductory material to a2 congregation within
a worship setting would be to make use of 2 neat one-page
sheet or bulletin insert from which the pastor could high-
light various specifics and supplement via the overhead
projector presentations. 0On the back of the insert sSpace

might be given for sermon note taking and the pastor could

R

encourage his people to take it home to keep with other
helps on the Epistle which mizht follow. If expositional
preaching 1is worth doing a2t all, it is worth doing well
and such historical materials ouzht to be conveyed to the
people in a meaninzful and practical manner,

Once the expositional series has begun, the pastor

should take care net to allow himself to become so concerned




with higstorical details that the message of the Epistle

is clouded. The historical msterials should serve as

a résource to which the pastor can turn selectively in order
to clarify for his veople grammatical expressions and
theological concepts. In this way the background study 1is
of benefit to the series in an ongoing way.

In conclusion, it has been shown that the funda-
mental rationale for 2 pastor engaging in historical research
prior to the exegetic2al snd homiletical tasks of sermonic
preparation rests at the levél of interpretztion. To pro-
claim the profound depths of the meaning of God's truth
to the people is the pastor's chief end. Such work is
thereby unavoidahbly wedded to sound hermeneutical principles.
If these principles fail to employ the tenefits of adequate
historical resezarch, then the pastor has not been totally
true To his cz2lling. How a pastor can do such wofk and
zive himself to all the other demands of the shepherd’s life

igs the subject of the final section in this chapter.
THE TOCLS3

Today's pastor faces 3 host of administrative and
pastoral duties each of which makes great demands upon his
time. This finsl section of chapter one attempts tc deal
in a practical way with the dilemma of the pastor who longs
to do quality preparation study for his onulpit ministry
and vet finds nimself continually confronted by an ever-
burgeoning schedule. The answer to the dilemma 1is simple

and twofold in natures first, make study time =2 high
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priority, and second, usge the right tools.

Guality study takes time. For some, it means
taking more time than for others, tut no matter how one
looks at it, 2 stronz pulpit ministry is nct built upon a
book of suzpested sermon outlines and a late nizht session

every saturday. Pastors should place great importance

upon their sermon p paration times, esveclally if they

D
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xpect to keep glving for years to come. Therefore, the

ented in this

»
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bservations and sugesestions which are »:

O

section should not be taken as a auick way out for the
busy pastor. Instead, they should serve to increase the
guality of the study time being set aside, and are offered
in the hope that larger and larger guantities of that time
will find their way into the vpnastor®s schedule. In any
case, the right toocls, used proverly, can spell the dif-
ference between adequaste and inadequate pulvit preparstion.

A Suggested Model for
Historical Studies

In doing the work for the study of the historicesl
tackzround for the First Hpistle of John, two types of
scholarly works formed the orimary reference tools for the
study. These were a New Testament introcduction and com=-
mentaries for the Epistle.

Donald Guthriefs Wew Testament Introduction 1is

an outstanding tool and should be in every pastor'’s library.

-

In the case of the Johannine Hpistles, Guthrie gives an

2

excellent treatment of all the ceritical issues involved,
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Guthrie was the first work turned to for the study and it

was hils procedural order of dealing with the various

[

>cts of authorship, date, purpose, etc., which becane
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asp
the guide for the study. Guthrie is valuable also due
to the fact that his treatment of esch topic includes

consideration of a wide range of varying viewpoints or

a work such as

n
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alternate theories. For the bhu
this gives access to g wealth of scholarship in 2 concise
and readsble manner.

In addition te Guthrie, commentaries were also
consulted. This was done for two reasons, First, =
good commentary should contain a section of introductcry
material for the beook being treated. Depending upcn the
commentary, these introductions sre often smaller in length
than a treatment such as Guthrie’sg vet no less vazluable in
thelr contribution to a2 study. Second, since the use of

good commentaries should form 2 nart of the later stages

o
O

of exegzetic=al work done, reading introductory chanters

offers one a chance to g2ain insight into the direction and

quality of a commentator?®s work, For selescting commentaries
for the study, 2 biblicgraphic guide is most helpful., In

regard to this stvdy, David K. Scholer®s A Basic EHibliographic

Guide For New Testament Ixeresis was used. Other guides are

no doubt larger, but Scholar offers a concise survey of the
more important and usually available works in all filelds
of New Testament study. Through Scholer, five commentaries

were selected and considered.’? Of these five, the ones by
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A. E. Brooke, C. H. Dodd, and EBE. F. Westcott proved to be

zarding introductory materials,
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he commentary by F. F. Zruce is =2 small-scale work aimed
at the genersl lay reader rather than the professional or
serious Bibhlical student. The commentary by Robert Law
presents a gzood study, but can easily be Forsaken in light
of the work done bty 3Brooke, Westcott and Dodd, By the use
of these commenitaries and Guthriets work, a nice balance
was struck between classic and modern scholarship so that
the study could benefit from a recognized authority while
remaining free from the limitations of historical studies
done at the turn of the century.

Due to the fact that the Hpistle 1s understood
by scholars as being a response to a2 heresy which later
developed into what is now known as Snosticism, part of the
historical study included some attention to the heresy
itself. Guthrie and the ceommentators each gave space o

=

a discussion of the heresy in relation to the Zpistle. In

crder to throw yvet a little more lizht on the subtject,

A Historyv of Christian Thought, Vel. T, by Justo L.

Gonzalez was also ccnsulted. Such a work is helpful in
that through it tne historical implications of & specific
situation in church history can be comprehended. In regard

to this, a2 work such a2s The New Internatiocnsl Dictionary

of the Christian Churcho can 2l1so be used with profit,

especially for the pastor who wants to bring greater depth

into his study, but caznnot afford a lznesthy treatment.
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In concluision, if the use of all of these works sounds
far too time consuming to the busy pastor, let 1t be
stated that some would not find it so, and certainly, would
rezard it as worthwhile., However, selective use of a few
of the tocls presented here will still enrich any pastor’s
study. Therefore, let the reader choose as he is able.
The point is to choose well, if not extensively, for the
reasons for gquality sermon preparation should be evident

to the discerning preacher,




Chapter 2

Bernard Ramm has said,

This is the primary and basic need of hermeneutics:
to ascertain what God has =aid in Sacred 3Scrivture;
to determine the mesning of the Word of God. There
is no profit to us if God has svoken and we do not
know what He has said. Therefore it is our responsibil-
ity to determine the meaning of what God has given
to us in 3acred Scripture.

A

mi

ving gained a2 good understanding of the historical
circumstances surrounding the First Lpistle of John, the
next step is to plumb the depths of the Hpistle itself.

As Remm has shown, the profit is in the meaning. Therefore,

{

2 pastor carries the heavy responsibility of interpreting
correctly the truths which God would have His people
¥now. Because of this the pastor should te motivated to
do the most careful exegetical work of which he is capable,
for uron his exegesis of the Sacred text rests the nurture
and edification of his congregation. Chapter two sesks to
present the frult of the exegetical work done on I John
for this voroject. The format will be that used bty many
commentaries, The translation of the taext at the head of

each section represents my own rendering of the Greek text.

p

The model here oresented makes use of both English and Greek
for the inductive studv. Commentaries are referred to in
support of the interpretation, these reflecting s later

33
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stage in the study, which came only after careful personzal
inductive study. It is hoped that this phase of the
project model will stimulate the busy pestor to continue
to improve his own exegetical skills, ever mindful of his
sacred trust to equip the saints ®*, . . for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ.”™

(Eph. 4312)0
THE STUDY

Suggested outline for I John:
T.. Two essentials for Chrigtian experience 1:1-10,
1,. An encounter with the Word of Life 1:1-4,

2. Receiving the message from the Word of Life
1:5«10,

IT.. The obedient children 2:1-29,
1. The principle of obedience 2:1-6,
2. Obedient through love 2:7-11,
3, Obedient to God, not the world 2:12-17.
L, Obedient to truth, not error 2:18-29,
III, The children of God 3:1-24,

1. The children of God and the children of the
devil 3:1-10,

2. The children who love one another 3:11-18,
3. The children assured before God 3:119-24,
v, The children and truth 4:1-21,
1. The spirit of God and the svirit of error 4:1-6,

2., The dynamic of love L:7-21,.
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Ve The children born of God 5:1-21.

1. The mark of birth 5:1-5,
2
3.

L, The knowledge gained from birth 5:18-21.

b

he witness to birth 5:6-12.

-3

he benefits of birth 5:13-17.

I.. Two Assentials for
Christian Experience
1:1-10

1. An encounter with the Word of Life 1l:1-4,

1 What was from the besinning, what we have heard,
what we have seen with our eyes, wrat we beheld
and our hands have touched, concerning the Word
of life;

2 And the Life was manifested, and we have sSeen and
bear witness and announce to vou the Life eternsl
which was with the Father and He was manifested
4- -

938 LlS 3

3 What we have seen and heard we announce to you
also, in order that you may have Tellowship with
us, And indeed our fellowshlp is with the fFather
and with His Son Jesus Christ,

4 And these trhings we write to you in order that
our joy may be fulfilled.

Ay
=

The first four verses of the Epistle serve to

ground everything which follows in the rich soil of a
dvnamic encounter with the Word of Life. The verbs to hear
and see (perfects) and to touch (aorist) voint to the fact
that John and the other apostles and disciples have exper-
ienced a relationship with ®. ., . what was from the begin-
ning « « % (ve. 1), which was audible, visible and sensory
in nature and thrat this experience forms the basis for the
witness (v. 2) which, when proclaimed, leacds to fellowship

N ey -
]

with %, . . the Father and with Hig ¢

4/4

on Jesus Christ . . %
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The rurpose, then, of I John 1:1-3 is sSummed up in verse 4
in which John makes i% clear that he and his fellow discinles
will find their joy completed when the readers of the Epistle
recelve the witness which stems from Their encounter and
thereby come into the kind of fellowship they enjoy with

God and His Son.

%3]

1 The Epistle opens without the customary ssalutation
and Tthanksgiving so commonly used in other New Testament
Epistles,2 Instead, the language parallels that of the
orolozue to the Gospel of John. As has already been noted

n the historical section of this studyv, the parallels

e

batween the prolozues of hoth the Hpistle and the Gospel
are striking.B Here it is important to recognize that the
sStress in verse one is ftrue to the emphasgsis of the Gospel
as well, In John 1:1-15 the pre-existent Word of Life is
manifested to and experienced by the disciples and thils
encounter is clearly witnessed to as the basis for be-
coming children of God, Thus, the Hpistle, like the Gospel,

begins with an affirmation that God has revealed Himself

03]

in the Person of the Word of Life and that it is 2t thi
voint where revelation and man meet that the truth con-
cerning God and His will for man can be found. OFf this
Westcott says,. the Epistle ". . . treats of the revelation
of 1ife . . . which culminated in the Incarnation, and leads
up to a visew of the positioh and privileges and duties of

L

the Christian.®




2 The second verse seems to form & parentheses bte-
tween verses 1 and 3, serving to identify the Word of

as the bearer of the eternal life ¥, . . which was with the

b
Ie 13

ather.® Christ, in this lizht, is understood as the one in
whom the eternal guality of 1ife resides and therefore, the

medium through which i1t can be conveyed to those who receilve
the witness., Fellowship with the Word of Life leads one

to experience eternal 1life.

3 Pollowing verse 2, the triumphant strain of verse

@7

ing the key note of

1 is once more taken un, this time ad
proclamation. One cannot help but pilcture the time several
years earlier when Peter and Jchn, having been brough
before the Council for preaching Christ and charged by them
to cease, replied, ¥. . . for we cannot stop speaking what
we have seen and hearg® (Acts L:20). Just as the

John writes, compelled to witness because of the experience
he has had with the Livinz Word., A wiitness %o such a2

tangible experience of geeing, hearing and touching vividly

cetic line of thought evidenced in the

.y

®
4

[¢]

contrasts th
primitive Gnostic heresy with which the Epistle deals.

The vroclamation is that the true knowledge of God which
leads to actual fellowship can be experienced due to the
fact that God so revealed Himself to the disciples that they
could communicate with Him in the context of thelr own
physical rsality. Frooke states that knowledge of God

cannot ©ta adeguzte excent by revelation throusgh

s o« « 2 real humsn 1life, bty one who is an only-
begotten Son.of God. Only a Son can reveal the Father,
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Only an only-begotten, . . . sums up in Himself all
the gqualities of His Father, which are completely
reproduced in one heir . . .5
Thus, back of the vproclamation is the real Life, and what
He has revealed concerning the Father motivates John and

his disciples to make the witness known. For through the

witness fellowship with God is really possible,

4 The joy of fellowship sums up John's reason for
bearing witness to the Word of Life. Wescott says, "“The
fulfilment of Christian Jjoy depends upon the realisation
of fellowship.“6 Facing a heresy which had already begun

to dismantle the unity of the community of faith, John

i

writes, not a detalled polemic against the false teachings,
but instead, a positive affirmation of the reality of God
in Christ, and issues a call for thes restoration of true

fellowship. This alone is understood by John as the remedy

for a2 divided church,

2. Receiving the wmessace from the Word of Life 1:5-10

5 And this is the message which we have heard from
Him and we announce to you, that God is lizht and
in Him there is no darkness at all,

& If we say that we have fellowship with Him and
Wwe walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth.

7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light
we have fellowship with one another and the blood
of Jesus Hig Son cleanses us from all sin.

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves and the truth is not in us,

9 If we confess our sins, falthful and righteous
is He to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness,
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10 %f we say we have not sinned, we maks Him a liar
and His word is not in us.

4

laving opened the HZpistle by affirming that right

;
0

knowledge about God is rooted in the enccunter between man
and God's revelation in the Word of Life, John now turns
nis attention to the message which the Living Word has
given to those with whom He had fellowship. It is this
message which sets the tone for 211 John has to say con-

cerning the nature of the fellowship God wants man to

experience with Himself.

5 BEssential to having a relationship with someone is
the need of knowing them: to understand thelr character
and personality. This is even more true in regard to the
divine and human relationshiv, for here, if proper fellow-
‘ship is to be realized anrnd maintained, understanding of
the Person of God and its imclications for 1life must be
obtained. Therefore, John announces that the crux of the

divine message conveyed througzh the dynamic encounter with

H

the Word of Life is that "God is light, and in Him there is
no darkness a2t all.® While fo phos commonly refers both

in and outside Scripture to illumination, here it has to

do with God's essentizl character. This is torne out by

the parallel contrasts of light and darkness, and truth and
lie which John definitely links to moral and ethicsl be-
havior both in verses 6-10 and in the context of the Epistle

as a whele. ¥, P, Bruce asserts, ¥God . . . 18 the source

and essence of holiness and rignteousness, gzoodness ang
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truth; and in Him there is nothing that is unholy or un-

righteous, evil or false.®7

6-7 John applies the message that ®*God ig light . . %

to the sphere of perscnal conduct, Certainly the false
teachers were claiming to have fellowship with God and it

was because of this that some Christians were being led
astray. However, John calls them into question regarding
their behavior. Jesus once said, %I am the light of the
world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but
shall have the light of life® (John 8:12). John knew that

ne one coculd truly claim fellowship with God unless 1t

made a difference in the way thsy lived. To claim fellow-
ship and then to continue to live a life contrary to the

holy nature of God was, to John, simply incomprehensible.
Brooke points out that the very concent of truth in Johannine
thought in relation to man %, ., . has to do with the whole
nature, moral and spiritual as well as intellectual . . ."8
Thus, to John, the Gnostics might claim fellowship with
God on intellectu2l grounds, but in truth, such a claim is
a sham, Tor moral darkness has no fellowship with light.

In contrast, John asserts that it ig walking in the light

n

<t

e o » as He Himself is in the 1i e« o which marks

’_1
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true fellowship. Only when a 1ife is characterized by

an sctive willingness to live iy and by the light cast from
the revelation of Zod in Christ can it be said that true
fellowship with God exists. SZuch a 1life lives under the

cleansing fountain of the redemptive work of Christ,
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having 21l sins made known by the lizht cleansed. This is

(43

he Christian's calling. FPor, as Faul understood 1it, the

ministry of Christ was "That He might redeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for Mis own

possession, zealous for gzood deeds® (Titus 2:14).

-

8-10 The final three verses of chapter 1 each ziy

‘1’\3

with the conjunction ¥ifi® Verses 8 and 10 may very well
refer to common maXxims popular among the CGnostic Christians,
1.y “We have no sin . . % (v. 8), and "We have not
sinned . . ™ (v, 10). In contrazst to these, John asserts
that to say one has no sin is self-deceiving (v. &), for
the truth is that man has sinned and does need the blood

of Jesus Christ toc make him clean. Proverbhs 20:9 asks,

oure from ny
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"Who can say, I have cleansed my hear
sin?® The answer is, no one, for z2part from the ©lood of
Christ 211 are zuilty still., This is especially true o
verse 10, for John concludes the chapnter hy malking it clear
that to disavow =z2ctual sin not only manifest self-delusicn,
but proclaims God 2 liar, for His word testifies that
actual sin is 2 reality for 211 menkind (Bom. 2:10-19),
Thus, John condemns the Gnostic aporoach to God which by-
passes ethical and moral behavior on the grounds that such
an emvhasis casnnot be reconciled with the revesaled Person
of God. True fellowship only comes by way of confession

nize nhis own true

n
e
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(v. 9), for only then doe: ec

-

nature and his critical need for help from cn high., O, H,

U

odd savs that we believe in sins forgiven through confession
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S an excuse for wrong behavior,

0
or
®

+ « o DUt beczuse no other course would be con-
Sistent with the perfectly =zood will by which the whole
universe is creatad and sustained . . . It is because
the princinle of forgiveness 1s bullt into the structure
of 2 moral order created and determined %Ly the character
of 2 just and faithful God.%

Word Studies

Logos_tes zoes. The logos concept in the Greek

world began in the realm of communication. Logos clarified

and brought understanding, bteinz thouzht of as a rational

!

power, a8 Kittle says, . . . in virtue of which man can

'le

gsee himself and his place in the cosmos later,

the lczos concept took on metaphysical prouortions, thus

entering the philosonhical and theolo 21 spheres. Logosg
becene sssociated with a kind of univ 2l law of crestio

by which man could ascertain reality, not just theoretically,
but in regard to life and behavior,
Through the Christian revelation the lo20s8 concept

o

NO

h
H

is trsnsformed % person and work of Christ,
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longer a metaphysical expression of a cosmic law, now the
logos stands for the One through whom God has reveazled
Himself. The logos has now become flesh and tzken His
dwelling place among men (John 1314}, This can also be

seen in I John 1:1=-3 regarding the logos tes zoes, for

the term clearly refers to the 1life and ministry of Jesus

with His disciples., Thus, =28 lozos tes zoes, Jesus not

only brinzs to man the lozog of revelation from God, but

is in Himself, throuzh His life and ministry, the lozos,.ll
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John, in writing the Bpistle, can thus introduce the logos

tes zoes in the »rologue, and thersafter, Ffor the remainder
of the Epistle, speak in terms of the historic Jesus, for
to him, the two are really one. This useage of the logzos
concept in the context of John's Hpistle forms a besutiful
polemic against the Gnostic teachings which are in view.
What John is witnessing to is the very source of man's

-

knowledge a2bout God. Since zaining the gnosis which unites

<t

m

man to that which is spiritual is ths prime concern cf the
Gnostic, John opens the Evistle by proclaiming the ultimate
in divine<human interchange: namely, his audible, wvisual,

and sensory encounter with the logzos tes zoes Himself.

It is upon the ground of this encounter that John can
point out the Gnostic error and assure the helieving com-~
munity that true fellowship with God comes hy Jesus Christ

alone (1:3, 7).

Koinonia. The bhasic meaning of koinon is to become
a shareholder with someone in something.12 Hauck states
that in Pauline theology, koinonia arises only through
faith in Christ, ®. . . which implies the identification
of our life with #is.*13 This concept would certainly
hold true for I John. 1In 1:3, proclamation of the encounter
with the Word of Life and the readers® recevntion of that

witness is understood a5 essential to zaining Xoinonia
- -

with the father. The seeds of conformity to the image of
Christ seem already evident in the proloszue. However,

there can be no doubt that identification with the 1life of
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Christ by belief and conduct is understood as the require-~
ment of true koinonis for the rest of the Ipistle, for
John makes himself clear when he says, ®. . . the one who
says he abtides in FHim ouszht himself to walk in the same
manner as He walked®™ (2:6). Walking in the light, there-
fore, links koinonia not with intellectusl illumination as
the Gnostics would have it, btut rather, to & moral and
ethical response by the believer which conforms to the
person and character of the God who is Himself light (1:5-7),
Such a response is best seen in terms of love and rizht
moral behavior ftoward other members of the bedy of Christ
(3:14-18; L4:7-8), Thus, Hauck states that in the Ipistle,
Xoinonia describes *, , . the living bond in which the

Christian stands,%1l4d

Zhos and Skotia., In the Gospel of John, phos is

understood koth in terms of ncrmzl illumination such as
from the lizht of a2 lamp (5:35) and as the trishtness of
God's revelation from which the evil flee, their deeds
being exposed (3:20), and to which the rishteous come, for
it confirms their deeds as ¥. . . having been wrouzht in
God . . .* (3:21). In the prolosue to the Gospel, Christ
is understood as the 1life which is ®., . . the light of
men . . % (1:4), the light which ®. . . shines in the
darknesg . . " (1:5), and the ®. . ., true lizht which,

cominz into the world, enlightens every man . . . (1:9),

I'hus, in the Gospel, Christ is the light of God's reve-
lation which identifies the person and will of God and
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thereby exposes the nature and depth of gin in the werld.

In the Epistle the central affirmation is that God
is phos. Here the concept of illumination held bty the
Gnostics 1s ftransposed by John into that which issues from
God's essential being and demands of man an appropriste
meral response. wWalking in the phos means living in the
truth (1:6), 2nd obevine God's command to love one another

(2:7-11). Such a concevnt of phos forms the contrast %o

(L

skctia which the Eplstle pertraye as the sphere of the

world's influence., As Conzelmann states, . . . darkness

is a sphere-power, but not, 2s in Gnosticism, a substance

2 A

tocs it is the world®s nroper nature in which i1t flour-

%

ishes,®'5 Further, Conzelmann savs, . . . the world is

D
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darkness ac it asserts itself asg such aga’'nst the light.

@

nature is due to guilt, not fate.”lé Therefore, the
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Zpistle portrays 2 dynsmic contrast hetween phos and
skotiza, one whnich serves to clesrly identify for the reader
the sphere of influence represented by = particular bellef

cr beravior,

IZ. The QObedient Children 2:1-29

1, The DPrinciple of obedience 2:1-6

1 My little children, these things I write to you
in order tha®t you sin not, and 1if anyone sins
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus

n
Christ the righteous,

2 And He i1g the vropitistion for our sins, not
only ours, hut for all of the world,

we Xnow that we know Him, 1f we
mmandments.

3 And by thi
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L The one sayving that I know Him, and Xeeps not
s commandments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him,

5 But whoever %eeps His word, truly in this
man the love of God hasg been perfected. Iy
this we know we sre in Him.

ng I am abiding in Him, ought o

6 The one i
also walked,

S
walk 28 ©
Chapter two expands on the germ theme of obedlience

ntial to fellowship with God which is
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presented in 1:5-10, especially verses 6-7, The expansion
in chapter two gives atftention to the role of Chris
obedience in relation to Christ and His commandnents (2:1-6),
loving the brethren (2:7-11), lovinz the Father rather than
the world (2:12-17), and holding to truth instead of error
(2:18-29)., Always the underlying emphasis is upon true

>1lowship among helievers and thelr Lord. In presenting

his affirmations of Christian truth, John lavs bare tThe

his readers z2s "My little children . . % The term of
endearment, while calling to mind the guaint victure of an

eléderly avostle writing teo his 1ifttle flock, also vividly

portrays John's concern for the solidarity of the Christian

community to which he writes, The endearment
of John's guthority znd of their participation in the
fellowship of Jesus Christ. On this basis John declares
#These thinus I write to you in

his purpose Tor writin:

order that you sin not . . .* Thus the stress on walking




in the lizht presented in 1:6-7 and its corresponding

=
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laticnship to the question of sin in 1:8-10 is reinforced

the further casting of the v»rinciple of ocbedience in

Z

its lisht., ZHEssertial to g healthy Christian community is
the commitment on the part of its members not to commit

the fzct that in the phrase ing me
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sin. Brook

amartete the aorist denotes %, , ., definite acts of sin

possibility of a2 Christizn 1life actuslly sinless.,® While
both of these commentators are correct regarding the Greek
thelr statements must not overshadcew the principle
John seeks to communicate, F, #. -ruce notes that in
treating the false teachings regarding sin in 1:5-10,

John does not wish to give his readers the idea that
sin may be regarded a2s a normal nhenomencn in the
christian 1life . . . 3in, indeed, is so thoroughly
uncharateristic of the christian 1life that z 1life which
is marked bv sin cznnot te called christian, . .19

Thus the foundation uveon which the principle of Christian

ohedience 1is bullt is none other than a vital commlitment by

the believer not to live gc 2g to commit sin.

1

1b-2 THowever, John never painfts th ortrait of a

o]
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completely sinless Christian perfection (here is where
Brooke and Westcott make valusble contributions by their
comnents),. 1:8-10 makes it clear that for a Christian to
deny the rez2lity of sin is none other than self~deception,
John's assertion that ®. . . if anyones gins we have an

advocate . . ." further illuminates the mearing of 1:9
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and the confession of sins by the believer, pointing asgain
to the fact that sins may take place, but if they do, there
is a way to forgiveness and cleansing. The advocate of
which John writes is ®Jesus Christ the righteous.® It is
He who pleads on behglf of the believer and that con the
strength of His righteousness alone, Verse 2 connects
John's theology with that of the 0ld Testament and its
understanding of the concept of propitiation. Brooke
says, God is holy a2nd ¥, . . no man can approach, till he
has put away the sin which cannot enter the presence of
God.*20  Jonn understands that sin is the barrier to fellow-

ship with God and sees in Jesus the sacrificial offerin

V!

which alcne pleases God and removes the barrier, not only
for the hbelieving community, but for the sing of the whole
world as well., Thus, to John, the rule is "sin rnot,;®™ but
should sin, the excertion to the rule, enter the Christian'®s
1ife, then all the more reascn for maintaining fellowship
with Christ through confession of gin and by faith in His
propitiatory work, As Westcott says, ¥It follows that the
efficacy of His work for the individuszl depends upon fellow-

ship with Him.“21

3 John, faced with a zrour of false prophets
suprosedly teaching the way to God, proclaims to the
Christian community that a resl divine-~human relationship
can only be reslized in direct proportion to thelr willing-
ness to keep His commandments., Jesus s=id, "If you love

Me, vou will keep My commandments®™ (John 14:15), To John,
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the mark of the true gnosis of God is obedience; to know

Aim is to obey Himg nothing else will suffice.

4.6 Using the same teaching model as in 1:5-10
John follows his assertion in 2:3 with 2 practical i1llus-
tration. Verses 4 and 5 form = cortrast which pits diso-
bedience and the resulting false fellowship it incurs (v. &)
against ohedience and the perfecting of God's love in the

heliever (v, 5). Thrus, the motifs of light verses darkness

once more in terms of oktedisnce verses disobedience,
Aegarding the phrase ¥, . . truly in t
love of God has bteen perfected® (v. 5b), one recalls
Jesus's words when He s21d, "If vou Xeep my conmandments,
you will ahide in Fy love; just as I have kept My Father's
commandnents, and abide in His love® (John 15:10). Here
the point is that keeping the commandments allows the indi-
vidual to remain in Godfs love. Thus the stress is on the
keeping of the commendments with the abiding in Ged's
love understood as the necessary result.,. In I John 2:5
the concept remains the same, The believer keens "His

action of God'ls

h

word® and as a result, experiencss the vre

love within him. Growth and maturation hoth of the believer's

}._J

knowledge and love toward Ged result not from the Gnostic
concept of divine 1lluminaticn, but through practlcal
obedience to Christ'®s commsnds. Therefores, John sets before

his readers the modfel of the One whom they szy they bnow,

urging them to resslize that fto claim fellowship with Hdim
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calls for them ". . . to walk as He also walked® (V. éb).
1

Fellowship is thus founded uvon the princinle of obedience,

2, Obedient throush love 2:7-11

7 Beloved, I do not write a new commandment to
you, but an old commandment which you have had
fror the beginning, the old commandment 1s the
word which you have heard.

20

Again I write to vou & new commandment, which

is true in Eim and in vou, Lecause the darkness
is passing away and the true light is already
shininz,

Nej

The one saying that he is in the lirht and hates
hig brother is in the darkress until now,

10 The one loving hisg hrother remazins in the light
and no offense is in himn,

11 But the one hating hig brother 1is in darkness
and walks in derkness, and doess not know where
he is g01n;, hecausa the darkness nss blinded

his eyes.

7-8 In furthering the discussion rezarding =
Christiant®s ohedience to the commandments of Christ, John
further defines "commandrent™ under a twofold headinz, In
verse 7 John refers to ¥. . . the 0ld cormandment which
you have had from the bezinning.® John here avnp=ars to

reter %o the 01d Testament commandments Lo love God (Deut.

6:15) and one's neighbor (Lev. 192:18)., Since these command-

ments predate the birth of t ristian community they
form in 2 very real sense the old commandment, ¥, . . the

word whrich you have heard.” In contrast, John, in verse 8,

refers to the new commandment, ¥, . . wnich 1s true in

-

Him and in vou."™ Here Jesusg Christ and the Christian
community are definitely in view., In John's goswnel Jesus

-

says to His disciples, "A new commandment I give you, that




you love one ancther, 3y this all men will ¥now that you
are Iy disciples, if vou have love for one another® (John
13:34-35), Christianity affirms that in the Person of Christ
2 new order has arrived, ®. . . the darkness 1s passing
sway and the true light isg zlready shining® (I John 2:8b).

The old commandment finds 2 new dynamic meaning in the life

ninistry, death, and resurrection of Chris

personification of all that God ever intended To convey
through the lMosaic Law, Thus, in one sense, John 18 re-

ferring to the o0ld and familiar commandment, one which men
should always obey, and vet, it 1ig & new commandment as
well, finding new strength and suthority in the One who
said, *Do not think that I came to abolish the ILaw or the
Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill®
(Matt. 5:17), In lizht of this the commzndment is all the
more binding upon the members of the community which claim

to have fellowship with Christ,

9-11

=

rue to form John backs up his statement in

verses 7-8 with an illustrative application. Here love
anc lizht are s=t in contrast te hate znd darknesgs,., Verses
m to echo Jesust® words, ¥If anyone walls in the day,

9-11 see
he does not stumble, because he sees the lisht of this
world., Sut if anyone walks 1in the night, e stumblss, be-
cause the lizht is not in hrin® (John 11:9b-10). In the

Epistle John eguates obedience expressed in love for the

ot

brethren with the light which keeps one from stumbling

(2:10), while dischediesnce expressed in hatred for 2 hrother
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plunges one into the hlack darkness which makes for stumbling
(2:9, 11). Thus John shows us that the evidence as to
whether or not an individual has appropristed the vroplitia-
tery benefits of the redemptive work of Christ 1ig clearly

focused in the issue of chedience te Christis commandment to
love our btrother. Such obedience keeprs the individual in
the light which fosters true fellowship wi

community of bkelievers., Love unifies the community of

helievers, whereas the jezlousy znd hatrad cenerated by
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darkness which males

12 I write to you, children, bhecause your sins
have been forgliven on acuonwu of Ais nzame.

Lecause you have
write to

13 I write to yocu, fath
s I
V“U “have overcome the

knowun Him from the beg
you, young men, nLeciu
evil one,

14 T wrote to you, children, hbecause you have
Xnown the Father I wrote o fatxrim,
because you have kneowr Him from the begly
I wrote to you, voung men, hecause you are
strong and the word of God remaing in you and

you have overcome The 2vil one,

15 To not love the world nor the things in the
world, if anvone lovas the world the love of the
Father 18 not in hinm,

16 PRecause all things in the world, 5!
the flesh, and the lust cf the eve il
pride of 11 e, are not of the Father but o
the world,

(

17 And the world i1s passing away and 1ts lusi,
Sut the one doing the will of Sed remains

forever,
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John now specifically addresses Three groups




within hisg reading audience. Commentators have wrestled
with these zroupinzs gs to whether John is refsesrring to

distinctions in age or spiritual maturity. Since the

community composed of memhers who span three generatlons,
Therefore, rather than thinking in terms of chiliren,
teenagere and adults, it seems more probarle that John is
writing to members of three generstions of Christiznity.
However, such an assertion should be gualified hy the con-
sideration of the fact that nothing disproves John's also
addressing necnle at various stages of Christian maturity, 2
view toc which F. F. Bruce subscribes.zB

AT

ot

t

jotv

€3

3

on turns from the more overtlyv polamic
discourse (2:1-11) to 2 section of rejcicing over the
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spiritual victories won bv
Four %ev elements are mentioned by John: 1) Forsiveness of
sins (v. 12), 2) Krnowing Him (v. 132), 3) Ovsrcoming the
evil ore (v. 13b), snd, L) Abiding in God's word (v. 14),

‘e passage clearly serves an important functlion in

Ye knows that t1°7 are harassed bv dounts as to
1idity of their Christian position, so0 he hastens
to sszsure them of At, and to use nhis assurance as
the neé of the zppeal which he 1is making, -
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Hach of the key elements John mentions in his scng of
victory thus serves to remind his readers of their position

in Christ and its meaning in light of the current heresy.

<t

They need not turn to new teachings in order to draw closer

m

to God, for through Christ, they already vpossess all that is

bty

arkness and have fellowe
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necessary to conguer the force
ship with God. These elements form the necessary ground-

work for the appeal which follows.

15 The exhortztion by John not to love the world
and the explanations which follow it in verses 16 and 17

climactic vpoint in John's argu-
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ment thusg far. The central focus is %, . . the love of the

Father . . ."™ which, to John, cannot have fellowship with

love of the world and its things. Here, then, as C. 4,
Dodd savs, ia %, . . the irreconsilabls cpposition between
the Christian, who belongs to the new dispensation, and the

pa.gan world, which belonss to the ¢ld order, doomed to
destruotion.”25 Thus, John, who makes such vivid use of
contrasts, once agzain sets in opprosition two elements

central to his antire thrust. Whereas bhefore, The discussion
centered upcon light =2nd dzrkness, truth aznd lie, and love

and hate, now, all zre hrought to besar in the concepts of

love for God and love for the world,

14 The resson why the love of the Father cannot

<

[

abide with the love of the world is due to the contaent of

‘1

worldly love. John lists three characteristics of worldly

love: 1) lust of the flesh, 2( lust of the eyes, and
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3) pride of life, Various sttempts to relate these three

passages as Genesils

characteristics of worldly love to such

3 or, 28 in the case of Westcctt, to the temntations of

26

Jesus in the wilderness<® have been made: howsever, the

<

point of verse 16 is very clear ss it stands. Worldly love
is characterized by the sum and suhstance of everything

God is not. Lust and pride have ncthing to céo with the
Ged who is light. On tre other hand these characteristics
do fit in nicely with everything John has s=id thus far
concerning the nature of spirituzl darkness at work in

humanity,

17 John concludes his exhortation with a contrast.
The world and all that 1t contains 1s temvoral in nature,

It is "passing sway.™ In contrast, God and 211 thzat His

love enfolds is eternal, and sc, ®. . . the one doinz the
will of God remains forever. . & Therefore, John dramati-

cally sumpmarizes his argument by sSaying, in effect,

w

a2ll really boils down teo one hasic question which everyone
must zive an answer to: "Are you zoinc to be obedient to
the world and the darkness which envelops it or the God
who is light? Take care,”™ warns John, "for the world and
its darkness is passing away (2:81, 172). "Only the light

of the Father's love, which is already shininz, will a2bide

forever (2:8b, 17b).%

L, Cbedient to truth, not error 2:18-29,

18 Children, it is the lzst hour, and as you heard
that arntichrist i1s coming, even now many
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antichrists navs arisen.

igs the last hour.

They went out from us, but they were not of us,
for if they were of us, thay would have remsined
with us, but they went out in order that 1t
micht bte manifegted that they are not all of us,

have an anointing from the

kneow all things,

And you
and you

I wrote to you, not hecause you did ncet know
the truth, but beczuse vou know 1t, and beczuse

every lie 1g rnot of the truth.

“4ho is the liar if not tne one denving that
Jesus 18 tha Christ? This is the antichrist,
the ones denying toth the father and the Son.
Everyone denying The 3on doss not have the
father.
Yhat yvou have heard from inning let it
remain in voul If in you remains that which
the aning you will remain

the 3on.

These thinzs I wrote To you concerning the ones
leading you =stravy,.
And the ancinting which yvou recelved from him
remzeing in yvou, and yocu have no n%ed that anyone
should teach you, but this anointing teachss
you 211 thinws, ev true and what is
a lie, gven ag H remain in Him.
And now, littls remain in Him, So
that i He M%Orld 1‘o reve Blcd e may have

fide Xe) ke ashsxred btefcocre Hinm in

=
ig risghtecus, you know that

ra)
been born of

beousneass

entire last section of chapter 2 stands as
t for ths exhortation in 2:15-17. It 1s in this
the gvecific world situation of the last days




is outlined, thus forning an urgent call for Christi=sns to

n ohedient to ths truth which God has revesled through
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Christ and shun the error which will nrevail in the final

A

days, FHere truth arnd error are pilctured in Hhely most

C

m: y
2 knife—eﬁqe, and at such
ceine the last bhourt® is

all human histcecry to challenge Christ in the finzl coznic

these antichrists as thosgse who Y. « + Wwent

out from us, . " lin%s them to &

groun. Such a sroun -anifest 1ts antichrist
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spirit by virtue of this self-proclzimed resson Tor exXishence,

usivistic bhrard of intallectuzlized szirituality
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opposes the vrofound simplicity of God's redemptive work in

Jesus Christ. 4s fThe apostle Paul has <c aptly polnted




out, an imvproved or different zosnel is really no gzospel at

all (Gal. 1:6-9),

20«21 The greatest weapon that John can encourage

A

Christisns tec use agzainst the spirit of antichrist is the

krowledge of the truth,

s

e very fact that John can make
the text implies
is 2 common experience for all believers, cuts aczross the

Gnostic concent trhot divine knowledse is only for = selsct

The truth ig =2vailable to bzbez (Matt, 11:25) if

Fh
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they will but receive it, Paul asserts that Christian
wisdom is ®., . . nct of this age, nor of the rulers of this
szre, who are passing away® (I Cor. 2:6b)., The wisdom that
comes to the believer from CGod is the truth of His grest

love, not some mystic zrnosis. Thus, John says that his

or writing was to reaffirm these thingzs to his
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rezders, for in the Dbrilliant lisht of such tru

can be clearlv seen snd dealt with.

through it the great trzgedy of the antichrist sglirit can
be seen. For John, 511 falsehood a2nd error are summed

up in one concrete 2ct, that of the conscicus denial of Jesus
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as Christ

can ke felt. Heferring to faulfs comments regsrdinz God'ls

thae lack of i1t fto ths crucifixion of Christ. Psul sayvs, this
is ¥, . « the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age

has understood; for 1if they hnad understood it, they would
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not have crucified the Lord of glory . . .® (I Cor. 2:8),
Applyineg Paul?s statement to the context of the Hpistle

the point is ¢clear. The Gnostics in thelr pursuit of divine

H

-t

gnosis have totally failed to aunprehend the wisdom of God

i

i_.J

n Christ, Therefore, by building their system upon false

=

b

knowladsg nave crucified the varyv One who can lead

they

o]

{

them to the Father they so dearly desirs to knowi In
tampering with the Person of the Word of Life, the Gnostic
Christians have embraced the darkness which will not endure.
To John, confession of Jesus as Christ the 2on, sole advocate
and provnitiator for cur sins to God, is the Xey which unlocks

the door of fellowship between God and man. Hothing else

will do.

2Lb.25 John exhorts his readers to remsin in that
which they heard from the teginning., Certainly John refers

to the gogpel wnich was oreached in Azla and gave birth to

{

the Christian communitiss now addressed hy the Epistle.

<

Iike 2:21, the exhortation sets no new truth hefore the
readers to counteract the Gnostic error, but instead,

issues a c2l1l for them to return tc the scurce of all their
victories (2:12-14), It is adherence to the zood news ahout

Christ alcne, which assures continued fellowship with both

Father. Christians have no tusiness seeking

D

tha 3on and the

{

it in any other place, for only there can the promise of

eternal 1life be found (v. 25).

26-29 John concludes this portion of his argument

by restating the role of the anointing which the readers
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have received and making ancther apoeal for them to abide

p

in Christ. Three major notes are soundad in this section:

1. The anointing which comes from fellowship with

¥

Christ serves to counteract falsehood (vv. 26-27),
2. Abiding in Christ grants confidence, especially

should He appear (v. 28).

=

3. The practice of righteousness 1s characteristic

of those who abide in Christ. Thue everyone *, . . born

of Him ¥ should zivs evidence to thelr abiding fellow-

ship by the conduct of their lives (v. 29).

de t

In swamery, John rightly rel=tes the matter of

o

<

5

discerning truth to his corcepnt of true fellowship., Anti-
christs sheould ke plainly visihle to all who have tTrue

En

, for mzainst Him thelr falsehood

=
n
ot

fellowship with Chri

i

is easily sesn, Tor Jonn, true fellowship 1s charachterized

by five important elements:

1. It lezds to true k¥noumledee of God and thus
discerns error correctly (2:20-21),

2., It 1s rooted in confession of Jesus as the Christ,
which is thes essence of the goswel messapge (2:22-24),
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5, It results in rizhteous conduct (2:29),
Sueh 1s John's concent of truz koinoniz and =28 such

it forms the basis of the Epistle itselfl,




Word studies.

Parakleton,

Johannins writinzs. 2Behm notes that I John 2:
16:7-11 give the impressions of a tri=zl tefors

thus the meaning cf “advocate®™ is arrived at,

01d as Abrasham (Gen, 18:23-

Testament men

0

ucn

(Bx., 32:11-14) and Samuel (I Sam., 7:8ff) each

28 representing theilr peonle before God,

and revealing God's will to them., In both Job
Zecharizh 1:12; 3:1-10, angelic advcecates are

Satan, resisting ris accusations.,
The Gospel of John
with O1ld Testament Judaism.
1. He 1s thne

(1h:26),

It ig this third link whi
role in I John 2:1-2, There, it should be not

advocate ©» cn t

HAis

, hot

L
®

work (2:2

Ilasmos

L
°

the blood God zives for the asltar, for in the
life which must he given. FHerrmann 8ays,

. » « anything affected by sin or uncl

zpiation., It cannot gtand Lefore the ol

1 and

-

33 ) y i
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2 term peculizsr to the

are plctured

ing for
1:6-12

Sayings

welievers

ad,
he ha

re

God

ich plays such an important

the

of




destructive reaction of God, with 1its morual thres
is provoked against that which nseds
not expizted.30
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Trus, manis preservs

mants

this usezge oceurs are I John 2:2 and 4:10, John follows

the basic 0ld Testament idez and yet ¥, . . does not inply

jo3

proeitiation of Godé, It refers toc the puruose which God

E)

P 54 2 1
Zimself has fulfilled bty sending the boh.&93 Thus, the

mearing rafers to Y, . . the sebting 2side of sin 25 zuilt

sgainst God, This is shown ©tyv the combination of ilasnos

in 2:2 with narakletos in 2:1 and with the confascion of sin

1. Confidence bhefore Godis jJudguent 2:28; 4:17,

“"For John the ilasmos is much more than a ccncept of

<t

v by which he lives,"35

D
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jond
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chrigstian doctrine; 1t is the

b
i

Kosmos. John 14:27 and 16:33 make 15 clear that

for the mrethren 4:7; 9-10, 11, 20f,




hostile

e

love (I

2:15). Sassce says of I John 2:17, "This is not
of the world or contempt Tor it. It is the faith wrich
overcome the world."37 TFor the Ipistle, kosmos is used by
John to represent all that 1is charscteristic in the lack
of true fellowship with the God who is ligsht,
ITT, The Children cof God  3:1-24

1, The children of Sod and the children of the
devil 3:1-10,

1 You s=a what manner of love the has

bestowed on us
children of Go
the world
know Him,

n

has not

Zeloved,
1!.;
know

Him, bronu w
3 And everyone W
himself a2s He

a,
does not

in order
and
now

g1

0 hag th
s pure.

4-1

hat
ch we are,
us, bhecsuse

we may

cnildren of

Tecome
Cherefore
it did

God, and

what we sh211l be., U
near we shsll he
a3 ig,

~J

O

Aind you k¥now that He was manifested
that He might bear sins and in Him
Tveryeore wno abtides in Him, does no
Bveryone who sins has not sesn Him
ttle children, left no m2an laad vo

Li
The one doing riohi
i

righteous,

\

The one doing s8in is of the
devil has sinned from the be
reason the 3on of God was ma
to destroy the works of the
mveryone having been Lorn of
hecause His seed remains in

s righ

and 8in

u astray
teo

as

QIS

not

is

He
i Ner




sin, beczuse he has Tesn horn of God,

10  Hy this the children of God and the cnildren
of The devil are revezled: ever) W do
do righteousness and does not love his brothe
is not of God.

Chapter 3 continues the discussion relative to the

relztionship ares considered by John., In 3:1-10 the discus-

sion centers on the Christian as recipient of the Father's

of darkness, In 3:11-18 the Pather's love is applied to
the prachticzl ocutwerkings of life in terms of uvrotherly
love. Finally, in 3:19-24, Johr speaks of the assurance the

believer gains when he receives and practices the Father's

to show his rezders that it
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igs God's love which

(O

ts them apart from t

it 19 the love of the Father which, on the one hand, serves

to increase the worldfs hostility toward Godfs children,
while on the cther hand, it forms the hasis Tor thelr assur-

ance before God.

1 In 2:15 John has szid, ®If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father is not in him.® At that point the
emnhasis was upon those characteristics of worldly love
which evidence a total lack of the father's love., UWow in

}}

chapter 3 John turns nis gttention tc 2 positive presen~
f the Father®s love, especizlly as it relates to
the Christizan in the world. Verse 1 explains that th

Father’s love 18 evidercd in great degree Dbeczause, dus to




it, Christians are understood by God as Hdis childédren. In
the Gospel John has said, "ior God so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, thst wnosoever would helieve

in Him should not perish, but have everlssting life®™ (John
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the believer the rizht to be cz2lled 2 child of Ged (John 1:12).
It is this love bestowed by God and received bty msn which
sets the Christian apart from the world. John says, *There-
fore the world dces not krnow us bhecause 1t did not know

Aim® (v. 1b). To John the reason why the world is at odds
with the Christisn community is due to the acceptance on

the part of Christians of Jesus Christ as bhearer of God's

love to man. Such knowledge reveals the light which onarts

n

the world'e darkness and causes it te flee. Srooke agrees
when he says that John is c2lling hig rsacders htack Lo theilr

first love and enthusiasm. Being Fis children is 2 reality

m
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they need %to recosgnize %, . . anc e the cause
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of the hostile attitude of the world.”Bd

2-3 Havinz reminded his readers that they are

children of God, John next defines for them the me=sning of

(I)

the title, A chlld of God in the world 1

O
t
W

1. Not yet clear 25 to the form of the
reality of his heing (v. 2a2).
2, Assured that He will, in the end, bte 1like his

Lord (v. 2b).
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3. To be pure 28 He is pure (v. 3).
Brooke says of this, . . . the more fully Christ is
) T 2 1 = ] % 39 T
revealed, the closer will be their likeness to Him. Here

John offers a positive polemic zgairst the Gnostics whose

aimed at conformity to The spiritual im=ze,
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The assurance that the children will b= revealed in the
image of their Lord provides the motivaticn for a purity
of 1ife which cuts =zcross the moral indifference of the
Gnostics, Brooke states, ®, . . the purity aimed at is
absolute, The standard is nothing less than the perfected

n life of the zlorified Christ.“bo John reaffirms that

num

@©

no one who claims to *, . . walk in the light as He is 1in
the 1izht . . .™ can be indifferent to the responsibility
to 1ive a life consonant with that 1life which such a2 claim

places unon the individual,

L-5 John points to the dividing line tetween
Christians and pagans. The practice of sin 1s the living
of 2 lawless life (v. 4), 3uch = chaotic state 1s totally
incempatable with helnz a child of God. The Gnostic
Christians had begun to play down the impact of the divine

decree apgainst sin, relativizing it by their intellectual

<

short, John defines sin 2s a reality
understood in terms of a discernably lawless 1ife styvle.
Azainst this John also affirms in verse 5 that the =sole
purpcse of Christ®s coming into the world was *, ., . in

order that He rht Tear sins.”  And if any doubt still

]

f
[§:8)

remains a8 to the Lord's position on sin, John states,

@




n Him is nc sin.®™ Thus 2 child of God cannot

e

. o « and
condone or participate in a lawless life style for every-

thing which makes him God's child is directly opposed to it.

-9 Therefore, by way of practical application,

¥

children of God do not sin, for their motivation to live
sinless lives rests in the work of Christ who came to bhear
way sins (v. 5) and to destroy the works of the devil

t

(vve 5, 8). The line of demarcation is clear: those who
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vractice right
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the reality of their fellow-

v

ship with Christ (v. 7). Ffowever, those who continue to
live sinful lifestyles have never sesen Him or ¥nown Him
(v. €). These sre 2lisned with darkness and thus are

N

children of the one whose works Christ came to destrey

—

(v. 8). Thus, it is imvossible to John that one horn o

0 on practicing sin. For bheing born of God

)

God should s

ik

means that the Pather's seed resides in the offspring,
causing him to Tear the image of his Progenitor., &, F,

he new hirth involves =a x ic2

2ture: for those who havse not =xne

natural, whereas for thege who hav
h

gin is s verienced
it, sin is . . . 80 urnatursl, . . . that its practice
constitutes a powerful refubtation of any claim to
possess the divine 1ife,*1

10 In his summary of the characteristics which

identify the two rezlms of spiritusl irfluence, John z2dds

for the discourse to follow in 3:11-24, John's conclusion

ig that #, . . the children o

D

devil . . ." are obvious to anyone with even a small
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f responsive moral fiter in their
1 of conduct that family ties are
able; one z2ects like the Ffamily he
211 is for the Chrigtisn community
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the way they are living, fTor by this the

which father they, as children, are ha
likenessg.,

2. The children who love cne arnother 3
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Tessage Wn
ginning; that

2cause
hearﬁ from the
one another.

12 Hot as Cain, who was of the evil one
slew his Trother. And for what ress
slay him? Because his works were ev
hig hrother®s works were vishieous,

13 And do rot marvel brothers 1if the wo

VoU.

14 ’e know that we hava moved out
1ife hecause we love the Troth

on does not love abhides in des

15 ZHveryore hating his brother is
everyone who 18 a murderer has

irn him.

ich
Ve

vVo

of de:
ers.,
ath,

a mur
no &t

17 hea the zoodg of the world =
brother in need and has no nity
does the love of God 2bide in hi

18 ILittle children, let us not lo
tongue, tul in deesd =2nd truth,.

11-12 ¥aving sat forth the Father
ishing mark of the Christian as op
focuses on the practical outworkil
ould ©he exoressead within the Chris

should

have
love

u

inea
dersr and
arnal life

nd beholds
for nim,
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Love hzs heen the foundaticn on which Christian fellowsghin

has always been built (v. 11). The words %oinonia and

represents Cain =zs filled with anger and jealousy for his
brother, Thus he acted out his murderous deed with a total
lack of love and concern for 4ble., The iggue was richteousg-

2 N

ness ard John, in the context of
reaffirms the 1ssue in view of the Gnostic false tezchers
who are harasging his readers., Christians nmust understand

that 1t will slways be at the voint of righteousness that

hostilities will arise, Therefore,

(o]
=h
[
j$1]
Faad
3
e
[«
O]
<
pde
ford
D
L
0
=]
-
f ad
@
o
O

never 2llow the slightest taint
Fal

mar their fellowship, for the world will brins Ther trouble

enouzh, ‘

13 Recause of the hostility which will arise when-

ever rizhtecusness bscomes prominent John strikes up z note
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of encouragement for his

imperative, me thaumazete 1s John's way of =aying, do not

be amazed brethren at something which will always bs your

n

common lot in 1lifel Of this Frooke says,
The hatred of The world was an ab
always liatle fTo proveke unchris tvqm
always a temptation to the more fintel
zlect their duty tc their weaker breth

y the world will be ever opposed tc God and His love
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nl

st. 2Zuch should be of 1little surprise to those who have

D

1

heen born cof God.

which has bheen accomplished wherein the belliever has moved
out of the resalr of death into the sphere of 1life (v. 14).
This heing so, then the absence of love meang that the
individual remains in desthi®s hold. In factht, the one who
refuses to love 1s no Aifferent than a murderer, for hatred
and Jlealousy were the underlyving motives for Czin's crime
2esinst his brother (v. 12). 3uch a person can, therefore,

lay no claim on eternal 1life whatscever (v, 15).

15 For John the sreat model is always Jesus Christ,

.

Verse 16 forms =2 vivid contrast to the preceading verses,

The one who hztes his trother is in essence like Cain,

',-.1

hig hrother's murderer (vv, 12, 15). In this light hatred
and death are interrelated. Death may result for the one

hated, tut hatred will always effect death
In contrast, John refers to the examnle of Christ, who by
Zis death on behalf of His wrothers, manifested Hig love for

then, ultimately bringing 1ife to them. Thus, John urses
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his rezders fto folleow the example of Christ, for

who hates his brother lives in death, while the one who lays
down his 1ife in love for his trothers lives., F. F. Bruce

No christian should
for othergs unless he 1is

to show




that love as Christ show
for them, « . . by regar
to do Mhie i1z what

i
B o
Christ in onef

g life,
17~18 The onroof of 1

more than in its verbsl asssar

the interpretation of verses 17 and 18 when he notes thst

xamvle in verse 16 it is %, . . easy,
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if the oceasion for herolc self-szcrifice has not zrisen,
to pretand to ocurselves thaft there is no czll to lay down
our livest®“4  Jown olwavs follows hig sublime statements

of truth with sesmingly mundane exs

cation. However, in

earth, Tor through such an emochasis even a cup of cold water

the section with an anveal for the Christian community to live

T

ther®s love in the most conerete tTerms of
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expression., Zuch forms the grestest antidote to ths

indifference of the heretics.

3. The children assured hefores God 3:19-24,

19 And by this we sh2ll Ywnow we are of the truth,

o
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19-20

and ghall persusde ocur reart before Him.
Because 1f our hezrt blane

than our heart and He know

Reloved, 1f cur heart do

conf*ﬁet ce with God,.

And whatever we agk we recelve from Him, be-
cause mwe keen His commandments and do what is

pleasing hefore Fim,
that should be-
Zon Jesus Christ, and

ag e hasgs commanded us.

¥is conmmandment; wWe
neme of His

one another,

And this 1is
lieve in the
should lovs

2m

He

And the one wheo Xeewns ©Kis commandment abides in
Him and Hde in him. And bv this we %now that
Je 1‘16 es in us, by the 3pirit He gives us,

The practice of God's love assures the believer

that he stands in the truth (v. 19), for God is with him
(v. 20), John sees the need for such an affirmation es-
veclally in the face of the dourts Telng raised among nis

readers by

st 17

th

D

with thelr faith by means

Therefore,

1
trhe Gn

John

oncern to
eliever

ties had no doubt

of tha more simple helievers, reelkinz ngvoc

)

C

noints his readers back
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When
Droncunces { i :
perfect knowledge of us and of 21l the relsvant cir-
cunmstances ; forgivensss of Zins for
Christ's cf conscience.

. 7
va verdic t, cme tazed on

22 The child who walrs in the liasht of

obayving is commandmeants and doing that which is vleasing

onen and in serviece as well, The Gnogtic who
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rezlm of the divine, is tThus cast aside hy John

of practiczl Christianity which enahles the bhaliever To
have direct access to the fTthrone of grace, {

3-2L  John concludes the section with a capsulized

zumnation of the preceeding material, In elffec

Jesug Christ and 2) love one =2nother® (v, 23). These two
commands Torm the counter-offensive to the Gnostic herecieg,
Confession of helisf in the historical Jesus as God's

Christ counters the Doecetlc falsehcods and the oractice

h

of Christian love destroys the moral corrurntion which is

Gnosticism, Therefors, John

the inevitatle result of
reminds his readers that keeping theze two commandments is

the only bagis unon which ftrue fellowship with God can b
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for confidence. Throuch these, God's
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in the orns who nubts tham into pracitlce.

ttymologically, aznos originates in the

of Teverence or relizious awe,
In time 1T wzs linked to deity anrnd came to descrite that

which lacks defect, i.e. the rituslly clean thinz. This
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or the more nmoral connectation ags used in
i

the New Testament.b7

Regarding I John 3:3, Hauck says, "It signifies

filoral pnurity and sincerity?! as in relation to Christ . . .
Understood in relation to the outworkings of zgncos the
Serintures picture 1t as:

1. Demanded of those htearing community office

(I Tim, 5:22; Tt. 2:5),

2. Expected of the conversation of
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wives (I Peter 3:2).
Characteristic of the wisdom which avoids all

3,
gelf~seeking (Jan. 3:17).

Ginosko, 42 used in bLoth John's Gospel and his

Epistle, zinosko has to do with a2 relaticnship with God

and Christ in terms of a personal fellowshi

. “inoske is
not uvunderstood =25 an investigative or gpeculatlive pursuit,

but rather, as Hultmann states, *. . it

[

chieves concrete

5\

exoression in historical acts, 49 Thus, the love of God

fas

s made known and can be knowrn through the sendi

02

{

on (Jdn. 3:16, I Jn, L:9f), In the Zpistle the action of

10
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(I John 2:3-5; 3:6). To know

a criterion of knowing
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one <ins 1t 1g not that

(3:4), and thereby impli is
actually in open Z2in is, in fact,
open rebsllion assinst GOT.ED
IV, The Children of Iruth 4:1-21,

1, The Sonirit of God and the tof error 4:1-4,
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ti But prove
, God, hecause
cone forth into the

1 Beloved, believe not e
the gnirits to ses
many false provhet

N
o

By this you know the 3pirit of Godg
spirit which confesses Jesus Christ
ome in ths flesh, is of God,

3 And every spirit £
is not of God, o,
antichrist which you have heard that 1t
coming and ls even now already in the w

have over-

L You are of God, little an
tne Une in you,

child
come them, hecause grester is
than the one in the world

5 They are of the world, therefore
of the world and the world hear

6 We are of God, the one knowing God hears us,
he who is not of Ged does not hear us. By
this we %now the s2irit of truth and the spirit

of error,

onsoing discussion of fruth verses error. The Spirit of

God and the confesgsion that Jesus Christ ". . . has come

in the flesh . . .% are now linked by John to form 2 striking
polemic =mzainst the teachings of Gnosticism (4:1-6). The
culk of the chapter (4:7-21) is devoted to the dynamic of

Christian love. Love is the focal point from which all

knowledge of ths fellowship with God radiates, Thus thne
Spirit and love hecome the Christianfs great wezpons in the

battle for truth, for z2gzainst thelr power the Gnostic

error must ultimatsly succumt.

With the openihg verses of chapter 4 John ties

i

(oY

ug hack irto the discussion concerning the antichrists of

2:18-29, 1In the former section the lsst hour ig marked by

X

v




the appearance of persons
vet in truth deny tThe ver
together (2:22-23), The
focuses athtention on thes
their error to be none ot
incarnztion of Christ (v,
prophets calls to mind th
"For thus says the Lord o
not let your prophets who
deceive you, and do not 1
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so-called nrophe
the divine will, but the
God's seal of a

to exercise the zift of s

and prove the spirits heing

bear the insizniza of God.

2-3 The criterio
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who procliaim the wey to God and
v One who can bring man and God
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her than a direct denial o
3). John's reference to
e passage in Jeremiah which reads,
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f hosts, the God of Israel, Do
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are in your nidst and your diviners
isten to the dreams which they

falsely to ycu in My name; I have
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uation to which John writes, many
l2iming the znosis which revealed
apostle knew they did not carry

Thus John appe=ls to his rezders
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piritual discernmer
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ng forced on them to see 1T they

4aq

n for the test John urges his

nfession of Jesus Christ as %, . .

Fa)
. Those whe confess Jesus as

% of Zod (v. 2), while those who
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deny the incarnation reveal the spirit of antichrist (v, 3

Yerses 2 and 3 recall 2:22-23 and therefore evidence that
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inherent in them is John's assertion that denying the Son
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is totally incomzztible with the Svirit of Zod,
way John strikes at the heart of the Gnestic error, nalking
confession of tre incarnate Christ the theolo;
for the entlre Gnostic issue, us, as ¥, F. Zruce ss¥s,
"No matter how charming, how vnlausible, how elovuent the

prophets in guestion wmay vz, the test of their witness to

Christ and His truth ig the test hy which thev wust he

of tre world (v. 4), Chiléren who hear the truth listen
to HMim, while those who are ¢f the world do not hear Hip
(v. #), for the world cries to them with its own loud voic

(ve 5).
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Christ its=lf. HZy this the 3pirit of ftruth and the spirit
of error are gezen,

2. love L37-21,

7 Beloved, let us love one ancther, for love is
of Cod, and everyone who loves has heen Torn
of God and knows God.

2 The One who does not lowve, Ynowe not Cod, for
God is love,

O

" order

sent

10 In tv

11 Zeloved, if God so loved us
to love one awother,

12 o one has ever be
another, Zocd abide

complete in us,

o b 1 de
we now tha

s
ug, hkecause of the

16 we hava known b T which
God has toward us, God 1 : ) k one who
2bides in love shides in God and Zod in nin,



17 By this lecve has
that we may have

ment, because as
18 Fear 1is not in lovw

fear, because fea:

one whe fears has

bean verfected in us, in order
confidence in the day of jJjudg-
He is, so are vwe in this world,

tut perfect love casts outb
iy 1nvo?¢eu punishment, the
not been psrfected in love.

19 ¥e love because He first loved us.

20 If anyone says, !
brother, he is z
love his brother

'L.J..
God whom he has n

21  And this is the
Him, that the one
brother also,

7-8 Having identifie

and error may e judged, John

[

7

the grestest polemlic of a2ll 2
In 2 most teautiful way John
with brcetherly love.
knowing God, 1indeed of heing

essentizal being 1s love, Jjust

fore the atsence of Lrotherly
1 Ty v 1 2 —4 7,
nowingz Sod (v, 8). ‘rooke st

absen
ledge of God, for love ig the
"The lo

And ¥. ¥. Eruce savs,

whom he has

ve which the New

T love God® and hates his
li=z2r, for anyone who doeg nov
seen,; canmobt locve
ot ssen.

commandment that we have from
G

who loves God, should love his

d the criterion by which truth

o

links the knowledze of God

Love thus becomes the evidence for

horn of God (v. 7). God's

as it is light (1:5b), there-

ates, ®., . . where love is

there has not teen even the beginning of the ¥row-

very nature and teing of

m

Testament en-

joins envolves a consuning passion for the well-being of

others, and this love hasg 1ts
again John makes it impossibl

to intellectualize true sgiri

wellspring in God.*2? Once
FR)

e for the Onestic Zhristian

tuality for the God

know throush his association with an elected Tew demands that

he shun his hypocrisy and get

ﬂr\T
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tusinesa of living
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out TGod¥s love to all men,

9-10 The love of God, of which John writes, is re-
vealed in the Person of His Son. Ffar from some abstract
conecespt, the love Zod shows us in and through His Son is
rfect expressicon of practical concern for the needs of

man, Christ wag sent into the world that men lost and suf-

w
-
3

Q

Him (v. 2). John asserts that God, not man, initiated the
love which has the sinner and his neede in view (v. 10),
#, ¥, Zrvce states, "The christizan affirmation that God is
love 1s not sustaired by izncrirs the crosgs, in all its
stark obscurity, but by setting it 1in the forefront of the
situation.“6o God's love could not have become any rore
practically involved in the sufferings of humanity than by

its manifestation in the ministry, death and resurrection

of Jesvus Christ.

11-12 God's love thus bhecomes the motivation for
the Christianf®s exercise of love for his brother (v. 11).

Brooke says,

True love is scmething which gzives iteelf, neither
n return Tor what has been given nor in or 3

s much again: even as God gave Yis Son no
ward for the love which men had showed to Hir 2]
a boon to those who had conly ranifested their hostility
to Him . . .01

To John the way in which God has so totslly loved the love-
less nmust be both the Christian's exsmple and motlvation to
express his love for God. In this way a world which has not

geen God will ¥now He lives and loves {(v. 12), Such is the

spiritual and physicsl death night find new 1life throug




lifestyvle which sees the love of God come to maturity.

13-16 John combines the dvnamic of Christisn love
Spirit to get hefore his
readers ths true Tellowshivo of those who love one another,

The mark of the abidinz presence of God in the believer is

up in the keliever®s witness to the fact that "God has sent
Ais Son to be the 3Savicr of the world®™ (v, 14). Thus true
fellowship with God ag evidenced by the witness of the
2pirit will always be founded upon the confession that
“Jesus is the 3on of God® (v, 15). Apart from such a con-

fession the fellowship is merelv a sham., Jonn rounds out

reference to God's love (v. 16)., In the final analysis it
ig Godfs love which breathes 1life into the fellowship of
believers, thus John reminds his readers that to anide in

2ssures them of Lrue fellowship., Dodd says
. H

O
<
m
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The energy of love discharsges itself z2long lines
which form a triangzle, whose points are God, self and
neizhbor; but the gource of all love is God, of whon
alone it can be said that He is love. Whether we love
God or our nei Thhor, it is God'=z love that is at work
in us ~-- assuming, . . . that our lovc is that zuthentic

apape which is exe.{llfle in God's ?t of His Son,
and in Christ'®s sacrifice for us 211

17-18 Eechoinz the discussion of the assursrce

ed by the practice of brotherly love in 3:18-24, John

R
,D

gzain turns his readers? attention to the corfidence which
resuits when love comes to maturity in the heliever's 11

The Christizn comrunity should he motivated to mairtain the




fellowship which allows God's love to mature itself anong
them by virtue of the fact that perfected love is the be-
liever®s ground for coenfidsnce in the dzv of Sodl's judament

(v. 172). The Gnostic who spends 2all his time striving

in need (3:17) will not he aktle to stand confidentlyv bhefore

to live

in the world the ¥ind of loving lifsstyle manifested by
his Lord (v. 17b). John's readers have no need Lo fear

God's wrath as lons as thay ablde in His love and allow i1t

S

to come to maiturity in thelr lives (v. 18). Thus, only
those impature in love have cause for fezr, for =28 =zrooke

says, FWhers full confidence is not yet possible, love 1s

not vet made verfect, for fear znd dread have no place in

true love. w63 Fear 1is self-centered and 1t keeps ite eve
on punishment, Such Tear should find no root in the
Christian for he claims to have fellowship with the Cod who
has manifested His love for maen in Chrigt in order To rmake

19<21 John corncludes tre discourse with a summation

concerns for his resders. He wanhs them to

of his
realize that brotherly love must e 2 »rime corcern, es-
pecizlly in the lash hour when 21l manner of erronsous
gspirits are fillins the world, because:

1. God has net the exanmple and provided ths moti-
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3. Cnristians are commanded to express thelr love
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The fellowshin of man with Z3od angd of Cod with man
carries with it the consummation of love . . . already
on the divine side; and 1t 18 CGodfs will that men should
meke its blesuiﬂgr their own in visw of the close
of esrthly 1life,D?

iencing the Presence of God. Huch fellowship 1s realized
in the world by the corerets expression of love by Christ-
ians for others, The world 'mows He loved, therefore,
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Spirit 28 orimarily functioning =28 =2 2., ke
witnesses the ¥, . . water and the tlood . . .
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clamzticon

. Schweizer save, . + . as the nower of the pro-
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dord . . . 2alonrside the sacramenis.

o

In addition, 4:1-6 srows the Scirit as prophetic

<

witness in cornnection with thes formula

from error (v. 6). <hus confession of Christ is undersitood
131 Ly : : . o 4y 5?6»{:‘

as Y. . . The criterion of uvutterances of tne be » o9

The BEoistle therefore stregses trusting the Spirit ®. . .
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[
who works in the community, who needs no offieci=l authori-

sation, whe bears witness, not by hLringing new and unheard

being used to disinteszrate the 1life of the Church.®
It i hbecause of Thig that the HEpistle 18 written with such

s strong emvhagis upon the anostelic witness (1:1-3; 2:7, 24)

28 2 balance to the exercise of arophetic utterance, Of
this Dodd s=ys,

The ternsion hetween zuthority en
tradition and inspirsatior, canrot
either by reoudiztion of authority ion
of ingoiration. The Church fares T and
nrophet stand togehher as the firm
life. !

Agane, 3tauffer says, “For Paul, agave is the prin-

cinle of the future; for Jonn 1t is the principle of the

discussed 1s cordescendiny love; however, 1t ¥. . . achleves

n and victory in moral act 1om."73 The lizght angd
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ife of God are revealed fo the world through the sxnression

of love ite midst (4:12-13), John's emphasis, therefore,

s
n)

is on the 1ife of Christ 2s 2n ex=mple c¢f the way in which

the Crristian should live ocut 5o0d¥s love hefore the world

(4:9-11),
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Regarding true fellowshin, Pather, Zon and believers
are all drawn together throuzh hrotherly love, Such a fel-
lowship cannct he sxperienced by the world for it does neot
rezlly know the Father whose love is the fellowshin's 1life
and law. Stauffer states, love is a *. . . vital movement,
for of existence, z2n zctualisation of God in this worléd w7h
f xistence, 2n =2 alisat] T i in this world,
Therefore, John, in his Epistlie, repszts the fact that all
detailed requirements are drawn up in love ¥, . . with

magnificient mono +onj.“75

Teleio. In John's Gospel teleio appears in active

gorist forms; however in the HEpistle, the forms are pass

[y

Ve

perfect., In this sense teleio, savs Delling, *. . . denotes

4]

the completeness cr perfection of the love of God or of the

Christisn in love® 7P (b:18), For John, love comes to en-

tirety in the person who keeps God's commandments (L:12, 21,

d ]

Completeness in God's love frees the kheliever from fez
regarding the coming judement (4:17-18)., Delling states,

The choice of the verbal form instead of the adjec~
tive underlines the fact that only in parresia . . .
in the judgment, onlv in brotherly lov2, in ohkedience,
doeg the low 5 o: God achieve tetality in the lives of
Christianes.”

Cmologeo, John's Gospel focuses upon public con-

'73

fession of Jesus as Messiah (9:22; 12:42)., Hichel states,

Refusal of public witness in the hour of trizl, 1if
due to fear, is tantzmount to denial . . . according to
John., It is assumed that public confession of Christ
leads to honour with God, whereas denial or refusal
of witness is grounded in the desire for honour among
men, Jn, 5:h4l; 12:473,
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In the Hpistle, omologein refer

statement designed to counteract the Gnostic heresy (2:22),
Statements such as those found in 4:2F, ¥, . . seek to
express a specific truth, the only possible relation Lo
Christ.“go John doess not therefore stress intellectuslisn,

hut rather, a means to true fellowship with God. The

b
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nower of confession rests in the fact =2t it identifies

heretic,.
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Parresia. In the Zpistle nparresisz relates to man’'s

openness to God. It presupvosas a good conscience (3:21),

and is thus directly relsted to keevning Godis commandments

which in turn presupposes f=2ith in Jesus Christ and a
illingness to love one neighbor
wo other aspects of parresia are also to be noted

in the fpistle, Firsgt, the Zpirit brings confidence to ;
the believer. He dwells in those who %eep the commandments

of Christ and thus witnesses to the reality of the individual'ls

N

fellowship with his Lord (3:24; 4:13;y 5:7-12). Second,
parresisa zlsc containsg a future element. OFf this Schlier
SAYS,

Abiding in the love of God, which knovws no fear
because 1t 7@9DS the commardments, is brouznt to light
in the future Judament in the fact that Qe have access

i,

and openness, e., parrnesis, to God.

Thus, to John, the Christian czn be confident in

lowship with Christ both presently as he lives 2 life
obedient to Christ’s commandments and in the ure when
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Ve The Children Born of God 5:1-21

1, The mark of birth 5:1-5,

1 Bveryone who helieves that Jesus ig the
hes been born of God an} everynne who 1lo
Father loves His child as well,

2 By this we know that we love the children of
God, when we lcve Tod and do His andments,

3 Tox thi’ is the love of God, ths
commandments, and His commandren

L Hor evervone horn of God overcomes the world,
and this is tke victory which covercomes the
world, our faith.

L weorld, btut he
fon of God?
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In this finzl chapter of the Epilstle John concludes

their new birth relationshiv to God throuzh Jesus Christ,
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John discusses the mark (5:1-5}), witnes
:13~ and knowledze :18-2 which are relazted to

(5:13-17), and lmowledre (5:18-21) which are related ©

teing born of God., In tris wayv John hopes to lay to rest

may have a2hout the Gnostic

o]

any linzering notions his reader:
charge that the gospel vhich They originally received is not
guite complete in its revelation of God. Chapter 5 1is

thus 2 orilliant volemic sgzinst the Gnostic error and
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he cannot ssze the kinedom of

the Gnostic claim that divine gnosis lesds one Lo God is

totally erroneous hecause it isnores Jesus? assertion that

and God together (John 10:9; 1L:6),
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ion of
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True to form, Jorn does not allow the
faith in Christ to hecome senarsted or spiritualized away

tical outworkings within the fellowshin. C. H.

™

Dodd sheds oood light on 5:1b when he says that John

e« » Assumes the sclidarity of the famlly 38 a
fact of ordinary exreerience, zsnd zrgues directly from it
to the solidarity of the fam11y of G This needed
sayving, hecause for many ceonle to
meant 2n exalied soiritusl shtztus,
mystical exXperti nces of union with
any necessary recosnition of socizl

zain, John warns his readers that faith in Christ must no

few., WNo, 1f one telieves in Christ he 1s born of God and

f birth he ousht to love all those so born.

2-3 John next points to the fact that brotherly

\')

love is bound uo in the bteliever®s love for God. If one
truly loves God then he will live sc as to glease “im.  Such

a life

s therefore charscterized tv obadience to Cod's

e

God intends for the heliever®s love for Him to be expressed

tangibly in fterms of hrotherly love., Such should not rezlly
be 2 heavy burden for thse child to hear on £ of hisg
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ather (5:3b).

nark of swniritusl Lirth,

n

to
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Thronoh Trotherly love, grants

when vitally
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thae heliever the power to overcome the forces of

. . . COm
it is exoress
that He did.
belief in the Tnes
Grasnted that basis
the forces of evil
powerless to prevail.-’

stray from the truth can overcome ithe ons whoge faith in

11 (v. 5).
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e witness to birth 5:16-12,

N
5
5
D

and the
hut by

ig the Une who cane by
Jesus Christ; not by

(02N

8 For thers are three who bhear
and the water and the blcod,
as one,

ive the witness of ne:

9 If we rece
Zod 18 preater; hecanuse this
of God, that He has horne
His Son,

10 The one who believes the Son of Cod, h
witness e one who does not
believe has ‘ God s liar, Tecause

believed the witness He has Dorne cone

The one who has the Son, has the 1if

Y
&
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who does not have the Son of God, does not
have the 1ife,
6 Having identified faith in Jesus Christ as the
mark ¢t 3 beliaver’s syniritual birth, John now moves on to
digcuss the threefold witness which has been ziven corncerning

e o bhe water
binions con-

cerning the meaning ol these terms, . . Druce undersiand
thelr meaning as direct references to the baptism and cruci-
fixion of Christ which John employs in order to counter the

nostie teaching that *the Christ?! in f2ct Y. . . came
down on the man Jesusg when He was baptized but 1laft Him

N L =TT , \ o e
before fe died.® ™ To fteach that the Christ of God was not
involved in the crucifixion would Te to rob it of its full
redemptive significance for mankind., Such an errcor is
lestroyed by John'ts affirmation that faith in Jesus Christ
is faith testified to by the historical avenits of his bap-
cism and crucifixion, ents which confirm that “God was in
tism and crucifixion, ev g whic firm that
Christ reconciling the world to Himself."™ (2 Cor. 5:19b),
. . . ‘ 85 )

C. H. Dodd, unlike Zruce, regards the references
to water and bhlood to ke direct references to the szcra-
ments, serving as counterparts to the actual histerical
events in Christ's life. Dodd savs,

Thelir value 25 evidence lies precisely in their
being concrat overt, ‘ohjective'® actions, directly
recalline (or ranr ssenting) historiczl facts of the
Gospel, whllc a2t the same time they are the vehicles of
a supra-histeoriczl 1life in the church.ob

Thus Zodd would see John emnloving the sSacraments as s means
of tringing the reality of the bajtism and passion of Christ




to the Christian community in a fashion which malkes their
significance an ongocing one,

Whether one adovpts the view of Hruce or Dodd, the
facet that Jesus Chyrist underwent both Daptism and cruci-

fizxicon, throush which He ig testified to 28 the Jon of

God, 1s really the point 2t which John's reference hecomes

a vital pelemic azainst the Uncsties,

witness that God has revesled Himself in the ferson of His

3

Son. Individually each witness mentioned by John hears

strong testimony concerning Jesus as Christ. However, taken

L Ly

‘ather the unified testimony which results (v. 8) makes

<t

O

n

for an unshakeable platform on which to hase the confession
that Jesus Christ has core in the flesh (4:2),

9-10 John reminds hile resders that they indeed
originally received the apostolic wiftness corncerning Christ
(ve 9a2). Throush it the community was formed. Towever,

John points out that if the witness of men can bte ragarded

38 valuable, how much more the fTestimony of Cod, for e

As Bothe s=ays,




If Ged did not will thset men
He l=d men into terrikle
neent G Ture,

upen which He orders the universe purely f=
cation, this ig what John understands the &n
done, for they have in their teachings denie

which has been
11=12 The outcome of one
of God'%s witness concerning Chris

I
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hould

temntation,
must

we

gard such a

93

on Jesus,
would

call God snd everyining

given concerning God's Zon,

BEpistle John has made clear that the Word o
bearer of eternal life (1:2)., In the Gospe
*In #im wag 1life; and the 1life was the
Therefore, eternsl 1ife is to he found

To possess the Son through confession in

borne ig

resll

reject the witness is to lose the
eternsl 1ife wirich Fa hezrs (v, 12)

at the Gnostics by Jjolting his re
eternity hangs on ths balance of

confession. Life is not to be ob
througzh faith in Christ alcone., B
from faith in Christ, a2 faith tes
Ly the unified witness of the wat

3

N
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John hits
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3. The benefits of birth 5:13-17,

13 These things I have written to vou who helieve
i* the Son of God, in order that vou may know
that vou have eternal 1life

14 And this is the confidence that we have toward
Him, that if we ask znything =zccording to His
will, He hesrs us.

15 And if we know that He hears us, whatevar we
ask we know that we have The requests which we
have asked of Him.,

16 If anyone sees his brother sinning =2
unto death, he shall ask and He will gt
life, to those not simming unto deat!
ig a2 sin unto death, but I dc not say that we
should inquire concerning that,

17 All iniguity is s
is not unto death,.

he first htenefit which John lists in resard to

Y
W
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to in verses 11

Q.

being born of God has already been allude

lose of his Gospnel John writes %, . .

Y
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These have been written that vou may bellieve that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of Codj; and that believing yvou may have
life in His nome® (John 20:31). How, near the close of his
Epistle, John once again makes his purpose clear. The
readers nmust understand that belief in Christ results in
eternal 1life, Therefore, the entire Hpistle is dedicated
to making such understanding 2 reality among its readers,
To believe in the Zon is to ‘henefit by becoming partaker

in the 1life He bears.

14-17 The second benefit that John lists in relation

to being bhorn of God is the confidence one zaing that his

prayers and vpetitions are heard by God (v. 14)., This
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confidence 1s expressed in 2 Twofold manner: First, the

believer can be assured that his prayers and reguests made

r"\'

on behalf of himself are heard by 3od (v. 15). For far
from the Gnostic picture of 2 man going thrcough elaborate
rites to gzin a fraction of the attenticn of the sviritual
realmn, Jchn portrays the Christizn as able to enter with
confidence the very holy olzce of God (Heb., 10:19)., Thus

1

ne very sane

Ho
3
ck

the Christian is privilezed to engsge

3 3

intimate communications with God that a child would exper-

ierce with hisg parent, Second, a Christian mey confidently

bty

pray on Behalf of the needszs of others, especlally thcose

”

who have fallen in sin (v. 16). Here the prayer ministry

of the believer takes on the quality of Christ's oun
ministry as advocate with the Father (2:1). Obviously,

Christiang are notw able to be the procitiaticn for the

world®s sins, but thev can becomre the dynamic mesns whereby

gins and other needs may be btrouzht to the One whce slone
can deal with them. John's assertion that sins leading

to death ouzht not to ke prayed for (v, 1Ab) helwns to set
the boundaries in which the believer may confidently exer-
cise nis ministry of intercession.

In regard to the guestion of the meaning of the

e . WP, P, Bruce rejects the

)

chrase *. . . sin unto deat?
concept of venizl and nortal sins in favor of an inter-
pretation which links the gin with actu=al vnhysic=l desath,

Citing examoles such asg Ananias and 3avpohira (dcts 5:1-11)




the gacraments of the Lord's Supver (I Cor. 11:30), 3ruce
concludes, "It may be, then, that bv ¥sin unto death?

John means an a2ct or course of sin which has resulted in

the death of the sinning brotrer.®®  Bruce's interpretation
seens to he that which John's resders would be most likely
to understand in regard to the vhrase., Since evidence to
the cortrary is lacking, it stands as the preferred meanling,
Thus Christians are to pray both for themselves and for
others, They are to do sc with confiderce for such ig a
benefit of their birth right. However, care should he
exercised to Zeep one's vravers within the will of God (v, 14),
especially when praying for a brother fallen from grace

(v. 17).

4, The knowledese gained from birth (5:13-21),

18 We know that evervone who is born cf God does
not sin. ZBut the one born of God is kept by

Him and the evil one does not touch him.

19 We know that we are of God and that the whole
world lies in the evil cne.

20 But we %know that the Son of God is come, and
has given to us an understanding, that we might
now the Srue One a2nd we are in the true one,

in His Son, Jesus Christ. This 1 he true God

and eternal life.

21 Little Children, guard yourselves from idolst
Jonn closes the Epistle with a threefold use of the
1

pnrase ¥, . . we know . . .® Thrcuzh the assertions given

in this final section John ma¥%es a last attempt to ground

]
W

-
L

his readers in the truth which will protect them agzinst
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assured
sin en an
not. He
adversary,

v

pite of
hrethren,
; Frot

is

ruth of whic

the Christisn is
the abmovmvl presence of
the child of God *sinneth
ector stronger than his

Thus, »art and parcel with being bern of God is the reali-
zation that a radical bhresk with sin has been a2ccomplished.
John 13 not teaching sinless perfection as references such
as 1:9 and 2:1-2 make clear. verthelass, nowhere in the
tpistle is the continuznce of a 1lifestyle dominated by
gin tolerated., Faced with the mecrzl corruption of the

‘nostic heresy John ca2lls =2 spade

renes f his

" (3:3b).
be
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28 He 1s pure , .

trol

1 the child
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who 1is

the victory over the evil one (v.

thing whic
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new

God,

ties with God ig- « 0

one, B John thus reminds his
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dynamic sepzration hetween the a2

of the world., Lieght has
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Time all ers r=alized
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no fellows
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should never again con-

ENS

ther who

[
i3

[N

the Fa has

09
w0

18b) ®

h

lear

LTt

1y between the

God by virtue of

TS

family relationship with

or others. Therefore,

for John asserts

mentionad avidences of

1,
of the

evil

readers once again of the

ther's love and the lusts
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20 The final ¥nowlsdge zained from new birth to

;3

which John makes reference ig that of the reality of the
incarnation of Christ. &y knowinag that the

helilever benefits three wayg: Firsh, he 1s ziven

Q
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tanding in order to know ¥, , ., the
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mder
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we are reminded of Paul who says, "3ut a natural man does
not zccepnt the thinzs of ths Snirit of Sod;
foolishness to him. . . Zuf he who is spirituasl avonraises
21l things® (I Cor., 2:14-15)., The Cnostlc Christians

on and to John this evi-

pte

were making lizht of the incarnst

denced the falgsehocod of their claim to truly ¥now God.

lzads one to the know-

i

Only confession of Jesus as Christ

leze of Him who 1s ftrue. oecond, orce the kncowledze of

the true Cne ic gained by the believer, fellowshiyp with

Him is then onossible. John savs, ¥, . . and we are in ths
true Cne.™ Thus, to corfess Him is to know Him and thereby

to abide with Hinm. Third, eternsl 1life is the ulitinste

come ag 3 result of the confession that
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come . . .7 are therefcore invested

with the transcendinz permansence of eternal life,

21 John, true te fTorm clos=s with a contrast.

to nrachtice
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sruce
comeiants,

Any concention of
gelf-ravelation in Chr
Since you have Trecelv
with counterfeits: beu
svbstitutes, 90

At the close of the Hpistle there can be no doubt where

John stands, Christianity does not accept any corrunting
of its ition on the uniguensess of God's sell-revelation

the one witnessed To go surely by the men who lived with

Jim and beheld Hieg glory (1:1-3) and the =oly Spirit of

God revealed in Chriet and attested in the ZGcriptures is

the one re2l God, and the wershis of any God-~-zuhkstitute

2lwzyg in reference to point of orizin, il.e., sktou theou

or auteou (I Jn. 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, L, 18).92  Jown is
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1. Doing rizhteousness (2:29).




5. Fzith in Christ (5:1),.

Gennao for John thus canrnot become merely =2 spiri-

tual concant, It must reather touch man a2t the most vrac-

dzily life,
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Martureo. In tre Epistle martureo reizates to

the Person of Christ, His nature and silsnificance. In His

ahsence the Spirit hears Him witress (5:6), The Spirit

bears special witnesg in the sacraments of e=ptism and the

Lord's supper {(5:5-11). “hen the witness is given by dis-
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rnesources used for the exegetical study of I John

=

fall under two major hezdings. The initial study was done
in regard to the Greek text of the Epistle., For this stagze
of the work the following Ttools were used:

The Greelr MNew Teshbament

Bikle Soclety supnlied the Greex text from which the trans-

lation of The Holstle was made, Translaticn work cotvicusly

Mathan ©. Hanfs A Parsing CGuide to the Gr

a8 well a2as grammars likte thoge by Machen?® and Tana and
Mantey.97 These tools allow the pastor to accurately
identify forms and tenses and vrovide rezdy zccess Lo dis-

cussicns on a wide variety of =essentizl gqusstions having .
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lo with syntax, In matters of vocabulary 2 lexicon such
) ' T -y A ) L - 9 g J oo 3
as the one by IHauer, Arndt and Cingrich- igs essentizl,
Such a work serves to define 2 word not only in terms of
its general useage, but in resard to its specific contextusl
setting as well., Finally, in reference to word studiss, the

- . . . ol
Theolcmical Dictionary of the New Testament”™” ig a mpust.

Ho other work treats the Greek words of the Wew Testament
with the denth of schcelarship then does TLHT, All me jor

word studies Tor the work presented in this

[©)
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[§.91
D
&
fds
Q
V]
Lot

chapter were done from TINT,

Por the English inductive stage of the study the
work was Tirst carried out without the 2aid of any helps.
This was deone to insure the orizinality of the study.
Apart from the Inglish translation done for the study and

a New Lmerican Standard Eibleloo for aid in cross reference

work, no other tocls were used. Following thse initial
stage of the inductive study, commentaries were emploved
in order to compare the personal work done with thnat of

reliable scholarship. 411 commentaries listed in Scholeris

in

bibliographic guide101 vere consulted. The busy pastor may

U)

not think it necessary to consult several commentaries

«'/)

e for this present study.

such as wag the ¢as
or two guality works ocught always to play a part in exegetical

work and thus a guide such as Scholer's becomes invaluable,

If, as PBernard Hamm has s2id, the role of hermen-

eutics is to ascertain the metning of what God has communi-
cated to man through Hely Scripture, then the paster is




finest evegetical work of which he is

sy
¢
iy

obligated to do th

Ple., The tools for such work suggested in this section

W

Ca

by no means exhaust the rescurces z2vallable; nevertheless,

they do serve tTo owen the door to the field and hownefully,

h

W such helps in the pastorts

11 stimulate the use o

[

exezetical studies cf Scripture.




Chapter 3

FINAL STEPS TONARD

SERMONIC FAREPARATION

With the historical and exegetical studies comvleted
the final steps in sermonic preparation may now he taken,
These stewps are two in number. First, the #Zpistle must be
condensed into its various theological themes. Such a step
iz an importznt one for it aims itself at bullding that
necessary bridge from the study to the sctusl sermon itself,

Second, bhefore a sermon manuscrivt can be prepared an out-

line sheculd be written., The justification for outlining
is fairly evident to the dis ning onreacher. Cutlining

logical truths which have been identifie Also, when

considering the entire exwnocsitional series as g whole,

beforehand, thus ziving the prescher specific boundaries in
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which to work. The following

jo !

both the theological themes and a ceries of tentativs out-
lines for an expositionzsl preaching series on the Hpistle.
It is hoped thst throuszh this presentation the pastor will

find for himeelf a model for relating his own exegetical

studies to the relevant needs of his congreza

103
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Step Ones The Theological Themes

Taken a2s a whole, the First Bpistle of John is very
homogeneous in its theologleal structure. Hather than s
lenzthy series of theological vpropositions, John nresents a

few bacsic themes which he interwesves one with another to

The theme i1s encounter with Godis revelation in Christ,

~iy

In versess 1-4 encounter comes by way of the Word of 1ife who
is manifested tc the spestles, This mani
apostles? interaction with 1t forms the impetus for the
proclanation which leads to fellowship with God. In verses
510 encounter comes bv way of the message of the proclam-
ation itself., In parallel to the apostolic syperience of
personal interaction with the YWord wmade flesh, so Yoo, th
Christians who follow them find it possible to have a dynanmic
lowship with the living Christ when they receive the

ncorporate it inte thelr lives, 1:15-10
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much of John's latter mabterizl are here stated for the first

Chapter one serves to limmress upon the contemporary
Christian the necessity for zrounding his experience in

an ongoing encounter with God in Christ. Like the apostles

of old, the modern btelliever nay hear, ses, and touch Christ

b
i

‘J
3

0

4

by receiving Fis message through faith and letting it tras

I John 2:1-2 presents two ootions for sermonic
treatment. Theclogically, these verses can either be used
in support of the stoning work of Christ pictured in 1:7D
and 9 or can serve along with 4:10 a5 2 separate text which

11y develops Christis advocacy with the Father, The

1. The righteousness of the Advocate (231},

the pasteor can find in John's theology 2 grand opportunity

fon

5




Brotherly love, One of the outstandinzg features

o express one’s relabtionship

to God than throush interpersonal relatiorshlos with others

love f3lls into four m=2jor secticns within the Hpistls,

aken together these provide amole material for an indepth

o

In 2:3-11 brotherly love is understcood as the sign

it

commandments of his Lord. HKnowing

thus linked to the concept of
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not only for the sins of the loecal maunity, tut for those

of 211 in the world who would receive Him (2:7).
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2a un the theme of

relaticnshin with the world., As 3:13 and following shows,

tian love 18 not only antithetical to the world sunirit,

Christisan reveals his relationsnip with Christ in temms of

them to love obhers

<t
13
~
!.Jm
S
Q
-y
¥
5
C
-
[
jon
-
N
~3
O
O
N
s}
\})
2
-
@
ot
-

)..:

(ve 17), 2nd in so doinz, stands the chance of receiving

the same hostility from the world which led to the
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crucifixion of Christ (3:16).

Brothrerly love is also Adirectly alizned with con-
fession of Jesus as Christ in 4:7-21, Christian love should
e the mark of one who ccnfesses Jesus as the Christ come
in the flesh. 4When love 18 in cperation, then the believer

lives in such =z way thet God's love can come to maturity in

The final passzge in the Eplstle directly related to

The werld. Cleosely akin to some of the dynamics found

£ brotherly love 1s that of Jonn's theology

e
o
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¢f the Christian and the world. Three najor passages

In 2:12-17 the overarching theme is devotion to God

;,J.

b the emphasis is upon those elements

o

of the Christiasn life style which secure 2 vperson azainst

being seduced by the czll of the world. Listed by John here

1. Forgiveness of sins (v. 12).
2. ¥nowledee of Him (v, 13a).

3. Overcoming the evil one (v. 13b).
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L, Abiding in Godf's word (v. 14)

L)

When these are operativs in the believer's 1life the

=
o]

.1_

Christian can truly take an offensive stend againzgt the

onslaugnts of the world.

D
Q
h

Second, in 2:15=17 the trus nature the world is
disclosed., The world is tetally lacking in those Tf
characteristic of God's love (vv. 15-16) and it is temporal,

passing awayv before the light of God (v. 17}, BSuch forms

the bhagis for John's exhortation to the heliever not to

The second major passage concerning the world is
3:13~18 which has already been discussed in relation to the
theme of brotherly love, Thus the npastor has the option of
treating this passage under either of the two themes,.
hird passage concerning tThe world comes in
53-8, Here is 2 perzllel to 2:12-14 for the focus is unon

faith in Christ as th=e means of overcoming

themes of brotherly love and the world offer the pastor =

solid theological basis for presenting vivid sermonic insights

regarding the realm of practiecsl Christian conduct,
Antichrist, The theme of antichrist trings John's

Three passages develop the there.

In 2:18-29 the theme is introduced in the context
of Johnt's discussion of the Christian and the world. The
sopirit of antichrist merks the final hour of Tthe worlid

which is passing away (v. 18) and thus is identified with
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its temporal content (2:16-17). The focus of the antichrist

confession of Jegus as Christ (v. 22).

[y
-

spirit centers o

In this way 1t is evident that John 8ses the crux of the

=3

problem with the world in its denial of Jesus as Godfs

s

Son. Here

p

he true separation between the Christian and the
t

n., 3Set over z2gainst the antichris®t false-

world can be se

D

hood is the knowledse of the truth gained v the divine

v
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the confession of Christ.
While not specifically discussing the antichrists

o

by name, 3:1-12 certainly implies a2 follow-up to the dis-

D

sen of God ars contrasted

e

cussion of 2:18-29, ‘Here the childr

-

by the children of the devil, The issue is over right

conduct (3:7-8). Thus, between the two passages the anti-

christ spirit is identified hoth with denizal of Christ and
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The third passage found in 4:1-6 summarizes the
igssues by contrasting truth with error. In the end, anti-
christs are those who v teaching and conduct set them-
selves against the truth of God, especially as revealed in
Jesus Christ, In a dayv when so many so-called prophets
clazmour for attention the Christian affirmation of God's

truth in Christ needs to be sounded loud and clezr Tor there
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inally, in 5:18-21 assurance is ~iven
through John's discussion cf the nowledre a Christian

zains by beliefl in Chri

keeping power of God

gsin's held on the world (v. 19), and the truth of God's
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evelation in Christ which grants the

spares one from 211 falsehood (vv. 20-21).

Thus the heliever 1s one who ig assured in hig innere




expression in confidence hefore ths toth
for himself and on behalf of others,

the Zpistle would seem nost ensily presented in = series

ig but an offeriy

[528]
ot
]

D
jin
i

-+

y
oS

3
[»]
[}
ot

)

)
!»..J-
ot
=
?—J-

f“")
H

@}
o]
=

(o]
}.J

0]

oF

P

L
SD
s
o
jas]
P
s
)
4
@
=i
i
[a3
r
(o)
sl
3
(@]
O
5
o
i
-
o
o+
o
[}
5
i~
n
<t
i
B
=
[0
Fy i 3
4]
63}
H
n
=ty
O
[

personal encounter with Christ uoson which our faith may
A W

-

[N

e tahlished

C:‘]

L. s L3
Intreoductions DSacksy - focus especially

porical Studv).

- preach (Ma




112

2. They saw Him - heal (Fark 3:1-6).

3. They touched Him - risen (John 20:26-29),

Hearing - receivins the message (1:5-7).
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Zeeing - ourselves as sinners and He a5 3avior
(138"’10):

3. Touching - God®'s heart through ccnfession (1:9),

Text: I John 2:1-6

Tentative Title: T Dependent Obedience - The Christian

Lifestyle®

Thesicss: The rule or nerm of the Christian life should he
a commitment not to sin, However, such c©
always be carried out in recognition of our sresat ds-
pendence upcn our Advocate and His work on our behalf,

¥ajor Points:

I. Chedience (2:la, 5-6)
A, Cbedience; cur calling.
1. Obedience ig our callineg (2:12).
2. Obedience allows for the verfecting power of
Godfs love in our lives (2:3a).

3, Obredlence evidences our relationship with
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3., The exzmple of Israel (Deut., £:1-10).
1. Threy were czlled to ohedisnce (8:1).

civline and hardship (8:2-5),
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relationship with God (B:6-10).

A. Dependence, our need.

1. Isrsel was humbled o ag to gse their need of

L

:3),

God (Deut. ¢

2. The Christian 1ife is not sinless perfsction
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3. Dependence upon the Advocate is needed (1:9;
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Thesis: Christians are called to be citizens of heaven
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2 earth. The gquestion of how one lives hers in the

world but remainsg not of 1t is answered when we consider
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the disaster of the Mall, the victory of Christ, andé the
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essentials of Christian citizenshin.

Introduction: Discuss the libertic anrd ascetic views of

the early false teachers, A key cuestion to conzsider is
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how Christians are to regard their place in the world,

Mo jor Points:

I. Love of the World (2:15-17
A, The elements of such love (2:16).

1. Lust of the flesh,
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Texts:s I John 2:7-11; 3:11-18; L4:7-5:3

Thesis: The dynamic of Christianity is the love of Christ

being lived out in the lives of bhelievers, Christians

are comnandced to

Such love entails mreat s=zcriflce for it may otring cursing

¢

rather than blessing. Yet the mark of fellowship with

Christ is the practice of Christian love., Therefore,

w

g of ubtmost importance.
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a suhject it
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Tntroduction: Discuss the destructive ef

of the false teachers had on the fellowshin of Those to
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whom John writes. Intellectualism replaced love and

28 a result the meakring cf the zospel was lost,

I, Christisn love arnd the
A. The old commandment

1. Total love for

2. Love worked out
19:18%).

B, The new commandrant (2:2),

2. 'The newness iz in
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love (4:8),

R
;..h
=
¥

.

[IT, Christian Love and Cur Confession (4:7-5:
A. Christisn love 1g tied Lo the confess
Christ (L:18),
Be Chrigtian love ig prazcticed in the st
cross (L:9-11).
Ce Christian love 1s The dvnamic of Chri
ship (4:29-5:3),
Texts: 2:18-29; 3:1-12; 4:1-6
Tentative Title: “The Spirit of Anti-Christ®

God the costly sacrifice,

hrist?s examcle basconmes our motivation.
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which Jonn seems to be dealine, Focus on its denisal of
the incarnation of Christ. Point of relsvance - they like
many of foday's cultist zroups held to much of the truth
concerning Christ, hwut when 1%t came down to 1, they

denied Him 2t

A, The anti~Christ spirif marks the final hour of
history (2:18),

B, The anti-Christ spirit opposes Cod’s redempiive
work in Christ and thereby deniss God Jimselfl
(2:22-273),

2. The anti-Christ spirit pract

D, e anti-Christ confesszion is a testimony
(L:1-€),

it. The Spirit of Truth

B, The one who abides in Christ has the true knowledg
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Texts: 3:19-2L; L:17-18; 5:7-21

Tentative Title: ‘Blegsed Assurance®

Theslis: Johnfs polemic was a2 positive cocne, In dealing

with error, Tzther than devote too m

confrontation he 1ifts up Jesus Christ and the zreat

Introduction: Discuss John's positive polemic of majoring
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han error. Foint of relevances If

Christians today would snend lesgss time zrzuing over doc-

tringl and denominational differen

t affirmations of ths Chrigtian
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on the ures

A, Love in practice assures our hearits before God
(3:19-21),

B, Love in »ractice assures ug that God hears our
setitions (3:22).

C. Love in practice assures us on the day of
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