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AR i : Ll TeePee, Voous, . : .
© Re¥sD. Cloverdale, Oregon,
Noveumber 15, 1l941.

NY. hlll. I's Lawrences, FeAeliAdes :
918 Failing Building, &5
Portland, Oregon.

Dear I'riends==-

1f this coast countiry should ever suffer from drought,

let them send for Rebecca and me, I do not know how many times
it has happened, bui oiten enough to make tie careless indwe tive
reasoner fall into thne error of "post hoc, ergo propter Loc." Ve
cawe out nere in perfect weatner late Vednesday. 6 Almost before
we got thne car unloaded it began to rain, and if there has been
five minutes since when it has not been raining, you'd have to
prove it by sowmebody else. I do not know of such a tiue, It has
varied tue incessant rain with winds ranging from gentle breezes
to gales; twice tuere have been briliiant displays of ligutning
and thuncer more like Indiana tuan Oregon; and it has rained hard
much of the tiwe ana bharder part of tae time, . In front of our
house where taere is a sligal depression, not deep but of counsia=-
erable area, tue waper has becn standing in-‘a pool that looks
like & pond every minute since Wednesday night so far as 1 know,
on ground that is so mearly clear sand tuhat mo ordinary rain will
make even a moments puddle., Tae little stream that flows Just Back
of the house here is very ambitious, and thinks it is & small
river; whnile itne Big Neslucca is trying to see if it can't get
to be & CoJwabia, If I aave conveyed the impression toatl we have
had rain end lots of it since we came out here, then I,can.quit,
with ithe remark that tuis is not the first time this sart of thing
hes happened., 1his ls LLe second liuwe 1n succession that we have
been ilere in incessanl rain for days and days. B

1 had hoped taat I could at least lry for some salmoﬁ\wuile
here, but though I may be & goose I au noi a duck, and unlesg the
weather changes very materially, I'll stay right indoors, as'I
have been doing since Wednesday. I had 150 letters to get off,
and tonat and work aboul tue place here has kept me busy. '

Your good letter of the llth. cawe Jusl as we were getting
ready to step into tue car Ifor inis trip. I thougat it might
be making & date for me to sii for your sculptor friend, and was
not @& litile relieveu to learn tnat I coula come rigntl on here,

I knew Prof. Bates when he was on the University faculty.
Indeed all my work for the liaster's degruse was done uader itwo
men there, Prof. Howe and “rof, Bates. Il was under. Prof, Bates
that I did my work in Original Verse, There was an interesting
thing which occurred about tue time I was ready for my oral exaa-
ination. I had done all my work by correspoundence except for a
gix weeks suwumer term. 1 was sure (and still aws by tue way ) that
one course I took was for a credit of Lhree semwesier nours, but
taey got it on the record for three teru hours. And 80 I was
credited with not enough hours lacking one tuird of a term hour,
I was to make that up in some way, and so I wrote to Prol, Bates,
explained tune situation to niw and asked him if I could make up
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' cees to the two best Quaker libraries in America if not in the.

tuis work, ome thuird of an hour's credit, in Original Verse. Dz
Bates's reply was interesting. He wrote in substance as follows:
wIf there could be anything more asinine than that a Master's ex-
auination suoulc be held up or called in gquestion for the lack of
one thira of a term hour of eredit, I can't tuink what it could
be. But I suppose we must proviae the ‘pound of flesa.' If you
will write four good stansas of original verse, or six bad ones,
1'l. see that tue exira third of & credit is got on the records!
well, I wrote six stanzas, and got the credit, took the examina~-
tion, and got the degree. (I wrote a short story about the exam-
ination and waat followed, but I've never sold the yarn. But I
was later askec to consider a place on the University of Oregon
Taculty, though what would have happened if I had given it con-
sideration I do not know.)

This is too long a tale to wake you kxnow that I'c. be person-
ally interested in the writings of Dr, Bates, who gave me soue
very fine literary criticism during toe time I worked under him,
Ané I am not surprised tuat he gives credit to the Quakers for a
large share in the fight for liberty, in America as well as in
Bngland. A book that I taink you would probably enjoy, sincé you
have become interested in the matter through Dr. Rates, is "Rebel
Saints”, written by a Dutch woman wiho was not herself a Quaker,
dealing with toe lives of some of tune early Friemds. She came to
toe office of Tae american Frieads Service Cormittee in Poiladel-
phia, ana asked for & Job. (I have tuis from the execulilive sec-
retery of tue organizatlion, iCc wiom she Lace application,) He
told her tuat they did not neve any job for her, as lhey were let-
ting people go, not taking tuew on, a8 tuey dia nol nave money
encugh to pay tue salaries of the folks already employed. "Did
I say angtuing about salary?" said the lady. "I wanted to work
for this organization.," She was evidently a woman of culture and
education, and the executive secretary said that they did not have
any work for uer, even if she would work for nothing. She explaired
that she was willing to do any kind of work, wituout pay, and so
ghe was set to work sorting and fixing up old clothes that were
being collecied for Russian fauine relicf or sometuing of the sort.
She worked for nothing & while; then they paid her half wagesj then
they saw that siue was too valuable for the kind of work she was
doing and brought her into the office on salary; and they learned
that what she was there for primarily was that she might have ac-

workd, one at Haverford Coliege and the other over in "Jersey."
It was out of this study that she secured the material for aer

book, "Rebel Saints."

Some of the things I remember in her preface (I1-canunot quote
them exactly) were these: "lost people think that the lives of
tue Quakers have been as drab &5 tueir clothing. Compared with
these early Friends, the I.W.W. in the Xansas wheat fields live
a quiet and sheltered life." “"They (the early Quakers) held that

tue aictstbst~un~qvi1 had slways existed was proof that it had
c:izE:Q. be long enough," “Theygave government a liberal edu
cation ding its own business," (The immediate reference

to g ter: » in matters of religion and «
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well, tual will give you a tastcof the quality of the boox.
I do not have & copy of it here, and I do not know that I uave &
copy @t home, but I know there is one in the college library. 1
shall be glad to get a copy into your hands in some way if you
think you would care tu read it,

But I'd petter end this letter, or you'll spend all your
extra tiwe for a month getting it read. The rain is definitely
slacking up, and it looks a&s if there might be a possibility feor
some fisuing Monday. We sumll be going back Tuesday, 1o get
ready for the Rooseveliian Thankegiving cay, wuen we shall have
two German refugecs as guesis, & wan and his wife now on the Pa~
cific College facully, who had fine positions in Germany till
the Nazi purge. oShe has Jewisn blood, and of course sue nad to
g0; and he was given his choice betlween giving up his wife and
holding his Jjob or giving up hic Jjob and keeping his wife, They
lived in Germwany frow hend to mouth till 1939, when they got to
England, coming to Awerica lasl year.

well, I believe 1 have scaltereu so many woras about that I
have not{ said in 80 many words that 1 shall be glad and grateful
if I can féd Dr. Bates's book. I aw sure that he can make & case
for the proposition thal proportionally lussachusetts got too
much credit anu Peunnsylvenia too little for our American heritage.

It nas always secued a sirange thning to me,. ever since the
action of tiie state higher educaiion authorities to avoid dupli-
cation of courses at tue university and tne state college, thata
man could get more Chewisiry, for instance, at Pacific College
than at the wuniversity. 7Tke whole problem is a bit too complicated
for an ocutsider to understand; and perhaps tnere is too much preju-
dice on the two cawpuses for folks thnere to understand fully. At
e inauguration of Presiuenl Boyer I said to some one, aund 1 think
it was Presideat Boyer, "1 wisltnat some one who has realiy been
on the inside of all the controversy between tue two big state

Q; educational institutions would write tue whole thing up so tuatl
_ those of us om tué oulslde could really understand 1t." He was
QFQ silent for a wmoment, and tihen he said, "It would make an inter-
esting story; and it could be written up as high tragedy or fare
comedy, or anything beiween.,” There is an 0ld scriptural verse
wihich says, "Behold how good and how pleasant it is for bretihrea
to dwell together in unity." Il is statling the maiter conserva-
tively o say that this is not the case always in Oregou state
higher education. When tie head of & school in one of tae two.
big institutions can stand up and demand the resignation of- the
T )\etate board, and get it; can demand the resignation of tue chan-
cellor and stil. hold his Jjob; not the mention things that bhave
khappened since the days of one Dr. (%) W. J. Kerr, -- well, all
has not been "sweeilness aund light.* : s

1f educational matiers could be settled, early emough, on &
basis of real statesmanship, before they become involved in 10« 2
ecclesiastical and political issues, we'd save millions of mone
and no end ol headaches, heartacues and pains in the neck
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might mess it up worse than ever, but if I could go back
to 75 years, 1'c have tue State University in ome place, % .
would be a real university, with classics, the social sciences, ‘
the natural sciences, the arts and all the rest in one place and
under one menagement. This would not prevent the location of e
special schools, especially graduate schools like medicine, law,
etc., from being located where they could do tneir work hest. 3But
it would prevent, as it seems to me, the constant rivalry, some-=
times biktter, between two campuses. ~ ' ?

sut denominational college education hus notuing io boast
about in such matters., When 1 came to Oregon inere were denom=-
inational Protestant colleges at Dallas, P?Qg_:th..u.blnxb Salemy
Forest Grove, Mclinnville ana Newberg -< ifpomitted any, please e
£i11 in the names, Well, the thing they should have done, if AR
there had been enough wisdom, statesmanship, horse seunse Or what-
ever was required, was {(in my poor Jjudgment now, to organize a !
great Christian university in Poriland, for instance, with & great
central college of arts and sciences 10 wnich all would comtiribute
on sone sort of equitable basis (Chemisiry is no uore Helnoaist
than Raptist, and Greek is not denominational, waile taoe truths
of mathenatics nave no direct relationsaip o transsubstantiabion,
consubsiantiation, tne general view of protestant chourcues nor the
unorthodox view of the Quakers) wnile each denomiation maintained
its own identity in the schools that taugnt what toat. cenomination
gished especially to emphasize, Sometning on the order of the @
selly Oak colleges at Birmingham, Ingland =-(say, Levi, you prow~
ised more than & full page back to subside, aesisl, saul up, and
it is high time you did it.) <

well, I'm doing it.
Sincerely your 1‘r>iend,

<~

P.S. 1 %\_x_ggg to answer your last inquiry. I am glad to tell
you that both Rebecca and myself are much beiter, practically
back to what is mormal for us. - . PR -, g 2
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