i,

GEORGE Fox

UNIVERSITY Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Levi Pennington People
1940

Allen Jay; Barrow and Geraldine Cadbury

Levi T. Pennington
George Fox University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington

Recommended Citation

Pennington, Levi T., "Allen Jay; Barrow and Geraldine Cadbury" (1940). Levi Pennington. 363.
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/363

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the People at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Levi Pennington by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George
Fox University. For more information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.


http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/archives_people
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F363&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/363?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F363&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu

Friends I have Known,

sw

b ALLEN JAY
3 Allen Jay was a Quaker statesman, He could handle an
evangelistic campaign with all the skill and cleverness of an ex-
Q§€:mrt financial money raiser, and could conduct a financial campaign

Zo

witn all the ardor and enthusdsm of the devoted evangelist,

Tn his personal léfe he did what anybody could have told
you and what aocubtless plenty of wise men told him was impossible,
When he was born, nature had somehow failed %o mupply his mouth

\with a roof, or if you prefer, a ceiling. w%hen the surgeons and
dentists nad done Gheir best for nim, they left onlenbty of voening
vetween his mouth and his nasal passages, 80 that his speecnh was
iike nothing else in the world, at least like nothing clse that I
have heard in ninety years. and anybody cculd tell L b winbever
else he mignt o, ne could not succeed as a public speaker. Vel

he became one ol the most notable ministers pf his day -~ and his
aay lastea a good many years,

3

g\ L0 say, you snould avoid giving verbal evidence of the fact,®

Ao

e

He made his handicap work for him. He paid good heed
“0 the maxim 80 common smong 'nglish Friends, "If you have ncthing
Wnen Ailen Jay had nothing to say, he szid nothing; hic silence
&i was someiimes more effective than some men's coretory.
g 5 s«hen he Gdia speak, those who knew him listened carce
fully, knowing that they would hear scmething worth while; anc those
- wiuo heard him for the first time had tc listen carefully in order
2 Lo unGerstand him, and soon they were sc interested that they {or-
, g0Ly Or at least ] always did, that he was not sseaking just a8 any
Other speaker michy ao S0 far as pronuncizcion was councernea., When
you knew tha$ “Hrit-shion" was the word "Christian”, for the rest

oi the discourse “Hrit-shion" would do very well, and ycu'd not
notice that it was not vronounced just as you'd pronounce it,

o /5

Pzt

He was a wise counselor in great matters cr in matters
Purely personal, O(ne young unmarried pastor among Friends cnce
asked him once about about z certain young woman in the meeiing Lo
which Alien velonged, enquiring as to this young laay' Christian
experience, her work in the church and varicus mattere of the sort,
and Allen gave an affirmative answer Go =ll the questions, wish
elaboration as to her efifectiveness in the various activities of
the meeting., The young man said when his guestions were satisfac=
torally ansvered, “I'm glad tna. thee can speak so well of her,
Allen, for in my work as a pastor I need a wife, and I am going
-\ to as¥ her to marry me." Allen answered (If you'll ask me to do it
when we meet I'll show you how iu sounded), "Don't thee ever do it
don't thee ever do it in the world." "¥hy not®" said the yocung pas=-
tor, "Thee says that she has a good Christian exueééeage, that
sne works efficiently in every department of th the meet-
ing. Why shouldn'i I ask her tc be my wife?" Allen replied, "The
Lord can get along with a woman that thee could not live with for
& month,"
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Silen Jay raised money Ior many causes. During my work
as pastor of Scuth Wabash meeting we built cne of the prettiest
* Friends churches in the United States or elsewhere. There wes a
\§'good deal to raise at the time of dedication, and Allen came a
week in advance and got the bigger pledges that had to be secured
before the meeting for the dedication of the building. It was
a joy and a good piece of education to go around with him and
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8eée him get 500 from a man whe had thought of $100 as about his
limit, At the dedication service encugh was raised to complete the
entire payment for the building. And this was the sort of thing
that Allen Jay could do and did do for many churches and other
Qahuei.

He was the mosl effective money raiser for Barlham Col-
lege for more tuan vue genéraiion, It was in the days when John D.
Rockefeller, 5r., had offered a million dollars to the Baptist
Church for its foreiqu wori, and washington gladden urged that the
churgh reiuse Lne wilt bDecause it was "tainted money" -- mr, Gladden
@id nob approve ui sowe of Lhe dusiness metnods of the Standard oil
Cluwpany, Feople sumetimes askea Allen himbhewwembn what he would
dv if he was oifered sume of the "tainted money”, end he had two
Teplies; oue wes "1 woul'l lsuwell of 1t (I wouldn't smeil of it)
&nu ehe oiher wes 'I'nm uih 16 in the Lorn's work an' take the taint
off of it," (Males me think oI Amos Xenworihy's reply when a
Waaskey disliiles oifered him suae woney, with a question as to
wae bier Amos woula accept ib from such a source., Amos repliea, °I
ceriainly will accept il. The devil has had il long enough; it'e
time il was used in the Lord's vork for g while,"

Ky lasl personel contact with Allen Jay was at the
Men's Malional wissionary Conference in Chicage. He was rsving lunch
willh & number ci young preachers -- a very natural thing, for he
was young in spiritl though oid in years. In the course of our con-
versation he said thai il he were fiftly years younger he would raise
meney for lacilic Coilege, Nebrasja Central College and Pickering
Collelp, in ithai corder,® I knew more &bout Pecific Colilege then
than & plg knows auoul Sunday, bul nct much more, Wnen I was asked
Lo acgept & poslition for this Quaker college that is farthest west,
Allen's words did not tend to deter ne.
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d Friends I Have Enown,

BARROW AND GERALDINE CADBURY

This pair I always think of together, a rare and highly

Egggr:d husband and wife whg{e combination of Christian ideals of

" uism, intelligence, energy, enthusiasm and money, among other
hings made them Servants of humanity in a very large way. One es-
timate of her importance wags made by mmmmm James Chuter Ede, Home
%eoretary and member of Parliament, with a whole siring of titles,
Geraldine Cadbury did probably more for delinquent children than
anybody else in this country or any other. She was ahead of her
time, but her faith will be justified." And in wverything she did
Barrow Cadbury was her constant comrade =~ and financier; and in
Quaker circles he was a Dower in everything which FPriends did for
the good of humanity, and that, in the Quaker circles in which he
moved, was so rar beyond anything that could have been expected from
80 small a body #ds ilmost unbelievable,

Their marriage was a love match of the highest order,
In the matter of finance they were far apart, as they were in many
other ways; but in the basic things of life they were one., He was
a shy young man, to become rich; she was the oldest of nine chil-
dren where rigid economy was required .But when this prospective
millionnaire met this lovely young womanith the Irish ancestry --
well, they did not "fall in love", they rose into it,

They had three children -- they wanted more. One could
write a book about those children, but I'm writing just a little
about their parents. There is so nuch to tell that 1'1ll not try
to tell it, For the service of humanity, a dozen buildings from
tea rooms to hospitals; seven different Home Office Committees on
which Geraldine served: they were both magistrates -- there should
be a book about that; Barrow headed a gigantic business whbmhmat
inAnEnmanennhapetdad with 10,000 employes, and handled it as a
steward of the King of Xingsj Geraldine was made & Dame Commander
of the Omder of the British Empire, the feminine equivalent of
Knighthood; Barrow was honored with all sorts of awards e but why
g0 on? Their services were magnificent, and as Geraldine said, "We

always do things together,

And there was something higher and better than all
these things., Barrow and Geraldine Cadbury were humble followers
of Jesus, the friend of publicans and sinners, the lover of chil=-
dren, the man of 3Bethlehem and Nazareth who went avout doing good,
the incarnation of love, who used tc say "It is more blessed to
give than to receive.," It was a joy when Rebecca and I had thenm
as guests in our home; it was a joy to be guests in their home, and
to be in the group that gathered each migh evening for devotions
before bedtime, Barrow, the multi-millionnaire, his wife, already
famous, the house servanis, the guests, and even the pet fox terrier;
and Barrow Cadbury read from the bible, and offered = simple, humble
prayer that reached beyond the stars.

In one of the vJorld Conferences of Friends that was held
in England, peace-loving Quakers got intc serious dicagreement, and
as discussion got hotter and hotter the situation grew more and more
unmanageable., Presently Barrow Cadbury arcse and with his heart
turned heavenward he said in his simple way, "0 lord, we're in a
mess, Please help us out." The conference received the needed help,
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