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fdwin Bronner, ucker Collection,
llaverford College Library,
daverford, 2ennsylvunia.
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sour inquiry seme nonths ego sbout the Losoibility
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Use davallyg LSoMe ol

‘ 4 LY gorrebpondence wund perhaus other material
40 Lhe aker seqkbi £O0rd Cdlleage Tk RO e

or the ua C-I‘_.u.ydéhJU Have ford College Library hes not been
«ofgobven., 1 Lhiak 1 told you thabt I wag sw prased that 1t wus

\AuUn.-‘-vl’ ;.;’J'Jbl‘l """ ,Q .

_ u,-.u_ L College, formerly. Pacific u:LlCu‘ wvien
L 'MJ( SrEBauil, Dal f-lels‘JGJEc.i vaat thay would Lixe sonefof the
fnxtba What I leve written., DBubt I wap the pore surérluud the b
Sarlhon wented what I was willing ‘ar them to hove, and still more
;?:”nf”n?J_I“T: g%u Uu;.&“+xh 0f Cregon, by "orrenubndnnce and

then by u viglil of twe of “"1” ’lbrx”*uns, wvn ed %0 t.ke the whole
tairty bushel bYoses or more, asverything from g lobtter “OCOmMIanying
18y uh,,“ for ted dollars to qggl; on account, or wore likely a
letter explaining vhy I couldn't send even a chec® for five dollars
Up Lo Lhe lellers from Herbert Hoover at the time of 1y wife's last
illneas wnl ‘=ath; frow my verses addrensed to $he new-born hoebe

oL tOf of my friends to "The Trail of the ‘arpent®, "Jim* and . "In

3 n 1ot £ o 4 H 3 » .

a Cassle”, from "Base Ball in the 3ible® for the Gold Qe BlUD* to

no g !

Slmon Pefer: anf Lk oblograp J5

ng over the correspondence
i L: turn the whole twenty-
"'s that concern ny
activities in Oregon uh & we the rea cf the work of
Friends that they can make o d belonu in the State Uni-
versity Library rather than cuywhe els,, esgeciaily since I
nold a Hastc"; degree from that in Suluut on, won as nubody else
ever won such a degree there, cr ever will.

1,
of 1941, and %t uo;ld be a
five bushels o1
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But nany of my activities were connected wihh Pacific
(now George rox) ,u;lcbe. and v;th the fact that I was president
0. bhe college for thirbty years and have been connected with it
in a good mahy woyes since, uJi with Oregon Yearly HMeeting in
which I was presiding clerk Jor years and a mguber for mere than
fifty-Tive years,with iis hedugaarhers +ight here in Newbexrg -=-
well, George Fox College college can't see how any other institu-
ticn has any oeute¢ c¢laim, if 18 hzs any claim, on anything that
George Fox wanbo,

And Zarlham Ccllege, ""hat college has a better claim
on the material that shows what yocu'se been and what you have dune
than your own alma mater, And didn't we make you a LL.D after only
fifty years? We ought Lo have whetever you have left after you
have gone through all that correspondence and burned nine tents
of it, as you say you are doing."

If T had done what my brother advised, and burned the
entire mess, it would have simplafied the proublem of getting rid
of tens of thousands of letters that could not, by the wildest
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sweep of the imagination be of =ny use to anybody; ams—y and after
that, the problem of what to do with the stuff that was not Ufured.

I think I mentioned t¢ ycu the fzct thet I was writing
“Remuling Recollections of Ninetly Happy Ycareg," ¢ different sort
of autobiography if autobiography it car be cailed, telling the
main things aboul myself, though not in any chronclogic:sl way.
1'm hoping o get toct putlished and in bock form, theugh I QO
no. know yet whaot tu use for money., It was writtenm at odd times
snd in odd places, wmuch of it Ly hund, & hundred pugee or so be-
fore i was sevenly, anc then nct touched agrin till T was past
eighty-five. It is in lhe hands of =z tysis€ now, but the typist
is a woman off ‘wo or Lhree jobs, and is doing it more &8s a "“labor

t
01 liove" thzn.anylbing else. e lives hundreds of :iles from
here, with ke invaiid, helpless husbund and their three childrea,
and she has a full time Job ad secretary to an executl 1 big
dvUulrance Cullipallf e Glld L U Loy 00w Now fer she has gut with 1t

nor when she will gel 1L done,

One (hing hat has bothered me very much in mmimginwh some
Parts ol whesiRecoilectivus is the fact that there are some things
that I think oughi %o be btuld thut are %c the credit of the
Lﬁ“““raﬂly of bthe-yearly meeiing and cllege., The actions
of the yearly meeiing aie on record i 11 » =nd She nem-
Ders mosi aciive when Jlese WLuves were :
Provwd ~nd waich som:- £ Luese mea re
&poiogized arvierward -- moabt of these 1
ana taeir games could uot well be cmitte
at all, ana lhe acls uf ascmec of them wer
some of those whose cunduct was m.s8t aaworthy are
and atill in Oregon. To tell the whole story,
might do them haris, =nd i have nv Jdesire o harm anybody. S0
my present inienti.n 12 bto bell of these actions but without go-
lng into delail, and then tuv write ia fuller detaln, names and
stories oboih, and seal up thui "insice” story for 25 years, or per=
haps even longer, and put that part of %the wor< in the hands of
@ colilege or colleges waere il would be safe 5ill all of the
chief participant. are gone,
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i e I nave thought_uf Liie possibility, if it is a possibility,
of dividing my correspondeace iniv four categories.

‘ i1, Correspoadence that concerns primarily 2acific College
and the affairs of Oregon Yearly Meeting/

g <e Correspondence that concerns priarily affairs of Qregon
outsideZthe particular work of Priends in this area,

ce Correspondence dealing with the larger interests of
rriends, such as the Five Years lMeceting, the \merican riends
Service Commjttee, Triends Committee on National Legislation, etc,

4., Nallcrc more purely personsl, such as my co.res-
ponience with my wife whea I have been on long trips and sometimes
on long absences, correspgondence with Herbert =and Lou Henry lloover,
with friends overseas, etc.

Tayoce from the standpoint of Haverford or any other
college library this sort of thing is unthinkadble, If such a
thing were attempled, that first group wouldgo most naturally, as
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it seems to me, to George Tox College: the second to the niver-
81ty of Oregon; the third to Haverford of Wariham, The fourth
will go, without argument, to my older daughter Mary, for whatever
dispunsition she wishes to make with them, exaent the aorrespon.ence
with Rebecca, I can't y-t think of that where Just anybody who was
curious could read it,waybe ['m queer, hut I can't at present

think with com,osuve of any one else reading those letters, even

& hundred years from now. We were sweebiiearts all the 55 years

and more that we lived and worked together, our love dearer the
five years after our g

jolden wedding than any previous five years,
which is saying » zood dea).

I3 such a diviaion =2¢ T have suggested even thinkable,

or shoul 11 this correspondence he together® 1 see sume of the
difficulties in trving to B8enarate it, Just how can you divide
be tween Or

i
UTEIon Yearly Weeting on the one hand and the ?ive Years
deceting when sc

N o |

> much of thot story has to do with the £izht in
(regor Vearly Yeeting =gainst the larger organization and the

And tre same for the fight againet the AWSC
nice word to apply to Priende, but facts are

secension of Oregon®
-= fight ie not =
facts,

Should T decide that =211 this corresponience that sure
vives my murdercus tssk of burning tens of thousanas of letters
thst meant much to me when they were written and received shouid
be in one lidbrary, =nd then decide which library gets it? ¢Cr
gehould try the horragecus 3iob of dividirng it up?

I'nw ashamed of heving inflicting 211 this on you. If
George Fox and Tarlham znd Oregon would all say "We've changed our
rinds; we don't went any of it", -nd Haverford still wanted it,
how easy the cCecision would be, Rut "If the snswer is easy, it's
krong." There are some things, a few, anyhow, that really ought
Le be in onme of these institutiors -~ in four guesses or maybe
lese you could pick the rigsht one.

if you gurvive all this, I hope to have a word from you
scme day.

Sincerely your friend,

Ievi T, Pennington.
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