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CHAFTER I

INTRODUCTION




CHAPTER I

INRTRODUCTION
A. The Problem

The problem of this thesis is to formulate 2 Christian teaching

eoncerning bodily healing.
B. Justification of the Problem

This study is important becauss many passages of seripture
refer to bodily healing. One cannot overlook this area of truth
an& 5till have & general knowledge of scripture.
Again, this problem deserves serious attention because it is
one of interest to every Christian. Many are directly faced with
ﬁhis problem when sicikness or physical break-down overtakes them.
Those who are spared this, meet the problem indirectly as sickness
comes to some loved one., Thus this problem is wore than 2 mere
academic one, but is 2 very practicszl one and should be faced squarely.l
Ancther reason for this study is to aid the Christian in avoiding
unserictural teachings concerning bodily healing. Within the confines
of Christianity there are those who teach that there is no more
‘necessity for the Christisn being sick then there is for his being
sinful. One who holds to thisz concept has written, "We should not

have sickness in the body any more than sin in the beart.“z

1, J. Swalm, "A Symposium on IMvine He:zling," The Evanpelical
Visitor, LXVITI (September 26, 1955}, 4.

27, L. Osborn, Bealingz the Sick and Casting out Devils (Tulsa:

Snvmapa—

Voice of Faith Ministry, 1955), p. 27.




2.

Another has written, "After being sufficiently enlightened, our attitude ‘
towsrd sickness should be the same as our attitude toward sin.“l A
third zuthor informed his readers that:

He [Satanl will often rut the thought into

our minds in the first perscen. We have

certain symptoms, and we think, 'I must

have taken cold.' etc. Thoughts of this

nature are of Satan, as they are opposed

to the Word of God, the plan,of full sale

vation and all the promises.
Otbers within the bounds of Christisnity reject this teaching and
believe that, ®3ickness may glorify ch.”3 and that, "It is not always
God's will to hesl. In some cases (odl!s will is that sickness shall
remain. To some preyers for healing God's answer, spoken in love, is . .
s o "no, my child."l‘L It is obvious that at least one of these thecries
must not harmonize with Christian truth. The Christian needs to know
what is truth so he czn zvoid the error.

Since the subject of bodily healing is now so frequently

discussed, it is very imvortant that the Christian have a clear

understanding of the Bible teaching on this subject. Much is said

and written on the subject. It comes from every angle: movements

lF. Fo Bosworth, Christ the Hesler (no vlace, or pub., 1924), pe 3o

2¢, A. Jeffers, Wby Am I Not Healed?, excerpt from a tract
{los Angeles: Free Tract Society Inc., 15th ed.).

me. W. Orr, Does God Hezl Today? (Chicago: Secriuture Press,
fede )y Do 15

bt
"Tbide, p. 10.



8'

such as Christian Science, Wew Thought, Unity, Spiritualism, from
individuals such as Oral Roberts and Thomss Wyatt, and from shrines
such as lourdes. The established churches, which bhave in the past been
almost completely silent on this subject? are now suvesking ocut in

clear tones. The "Presbyterian Iife," included an article entitled,
*The Case for Spiritual Heaiing.“l The Hational Couneil of Churches
apointed a Committee on Spiritual Hesling which is under the direction
of Professor Charles S. Braden of Northwestern University. This
Committee stated thst pa-tors in the Methodist, Eriscoralian,
Presbyterian, lutheran, Baptist, and other old line churches have

2
revorted definite cases of physical healing by spiritual means

H. C. Robins of the Church of England writes in his book, 4 Guide to

Soiritual Healing, the following words:

« o it is wmost important for the church to
recover her faith in His healing power today.
Jesus does not change. His arm is not slazckened.
He is still longing and able to heal if only He
can find instruments with sufficient fz2ith to do
His work. If only the church would rouse her-
self to belief. DBut she is so obssssed with
material things that she forgets that one part
of the works of tre Church todsy is healing.

he 1s so busy that she gives herself little

i’e to think sbout her healing ministry. So
it is not fulfilled, The hezllng work is not
dcna =nd pecple zo off in unbelief and dis-
apuointment, to tte sects and cults to seek

- ot D

1%. Paul Monteath, "The Case for Spiritual Healing,®
Presbyterisn Life, VIII (December 10, 1953), p. 1C.

2. . .
Glen Buffum, "Sviritual Fealing and Faith Cures® (unjublished
term paper, Western Lvangelical Seminary, Portland, 1956), ». 4.



what ought to be theirs in their Mother Church.
If this little book can do 1ts tiny bit towsrd
rousing my own church, the Church of England,
it will not heve been written in vain.l
Since the hesling guestion has attrachted such widescread interest,
the Christisn should inform himself slong this line so &g to bde

~ble to answer guestions sbout hexling with & #Thus ssith the Lord."®

¢. Limitstion

The writer has confined the source materizl of this thesis

to the aress of Soripture 2znd Christian exnerience.
D. Definition of Terms

Séme of the confusion which has arisen in rzgard to bodily
sealing can be credited to bterminology. Throughout this paver, the
author hag sttempbted to aseribe only the following meaning to each
term unlese it is stated otherwise:

1. hesling - restoration to natural health

2., weans of healing - any sgent or faatdr which is resvonsible

in total or in pert for & personts physical hesling

Y

natursl mesns - any tengible sgents or factors provided
by nature or humsnity for heslth and he-ling.
ko gnjritual means -« any sgent or factors whileh are

completely apsrt from natursl nmeans,

4. ¢. Robins, A Guide to Spiritual Hesling (N. Y.i Morehouse -




5.

s accomulished by natural

fte

5. natural healing - hezling which

maans

6. sziritual healing - healing which is accomulished by spiritusl

mesns.
E., Version Used

A1l the Biblical passages guoted in this paper are taken froum

the 1501 fAmerican Standard Version, unless otherwise indicated.
F. Basic Assumptions

This paper is written with the following basic assumptions
in mind:

1. That the Bible came not by the will of wan, "But men spake
from God being moved by the Holy Sgirit."l Consequently it is the
infallible Word of God and is ®Profitsble for teaching, for reproocf,
for correction, for instruction which is in rightecusness: that the
man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto svery good

2
work. "
2. Thet because the Bible is the infzllible Word of God, cne

passage of seripture will not contradict any other. When properly

understeood 2ll scripture on : Jeet, including bodily hesling,

will blend together to form one uwniform truth. Consequently, everyihing
the Bible has to say on the subject of bodily healing is truth and

harmonizes.

11T peter 1:21.

211 Timothy 3:16,17.
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3. That the Bible serves as the foundation for 211 Christian
teaching, consequently sny “hristian teaching cohaerning bodily healing
must be in complete harmony with what the Pible says about this subject.
&ny teaching which fails to harmonize with the Scriptures can not be
called Christian,

4, That the Bible is primarily concerned with man's spiritusl
well=baing and that all other truth, including bodily healing, must
be kept subordinate to and in harmony with this great purpose.

5. That the earnest inquirer.lby the aid of the Holy Spirit,
will be able to formulate a Christian teaching concerning bodily healing.
He will be able to do this because the Holy Svirit will enable him
to discover the biblical teaching on this subject. This
will serve as a firm foundation upon which to build s superstructure.
The Holy Spirit, who Christ promised would puide the believer into
211 truth, will aid the believer &s he builds this suverstructure frowm
the materials of Christian experience, the findings of true science
and comuon sense. Y%hen this preovess has been completed, the Christian
will hsve a clear, sound and practical guide to follow in regard to

bodily healin

44

G. Frocedure

This paper treats the subjiect by attempting to answer the

following questions: What is the Christian teaching concerning:



1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.

The
The
The

The

causes of sickress and diseasel?

ground for healing?

curnese for healing?

means of healing?

slace of healing in the work of the Christian winister?

vlace of healing in the besliever's 1ife?

The paper then concludes by formulating the findings from these

questions into a Christian theory on bodily healing and showing how this

relates to sudiritual healing.



CHAFTER II
THE CAUSES OF SICKHESS AND DISEASE




CHAPTER 11

THE GAUSES OF SICKNESS ANWD DISEA@E
ical

It is obvious that tere were no sickness or phys
Hence, the

disorder, there would be no need for bodily healin
osely related teo tn

prasence of sickness and physical disordsr is
subject of bodily healing and must be considered in order to hive
eral knowledse cf this subject.
rise in rsgard to the

a gen
One of the first questions which ar
the following as

wresence of sickness is, "Why?" The Bible lists
T disease:

some ¢f the causes of
1. Direct Result of Porsonal Sin  (bresking God's moral law)
The scrigtures clearly teach that sickness and disease is
often sent by Cod 2s a punishment for brezking His meral law. Sod -
the men of Israel to give a ransom each time &z census was taken,
when thou numberest them. It

warned
lague among them,

WThat trere be no
ent that Miriam's lsprosy was sent by God to punish her for her
of the ten

; 2

) ; t Cod's servant, Moses. The same couvld be szid

spies, for the Record states, "These men that did bring up an evil
vlague before Jehovah. But Joshua

report of the land, died by the
the son of MNun and Calsb the son of J@nhunn@b, TPM&lan
g in bhis last address told

men that went to suy out the 1and.”3 Moses

Loxodus 30:12.

2.,
Humbsrs 12:1-10.

14 37-38.

Le)

i3 umbers

allw@ oi those
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the children of Israsl that if they failsd to "Harken unto the voice
of Jehovah thy God, to observe to do 1l his ccmmazdmenﬁs.“l that
#Jehovah will smite thee with the bell of Egypt, and with emerods,
and with the scurvy, and with the itch, whereof thou canst not be
healed.”z When the man of God was preaching agsinst the sinfulness
of the HNorthern Kingdom, King Jeroboam aut forth his hand saying,

sy hold of him." Then the Record reads that, "The hand he put

wnst his, dried up, so that he could not draw it back again

forth
to him.®3

The same is taught in the New Testament. There is the incident
of Christ healing the halplesé man by the sheep gate. Later, when
Jesus found him in the tewple, He warned him, "Sin no wmore, lest a

4

worse thing befall thee.® In acts it states that, "ITmmediately an
angel of the lord smote him {Herocd] , because he gave not God the
glory, and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.“E Paul
told Elymas, who tried to withstand him, that the hand of the Lord
would be uron him, and thet he would be blind, ®Fot seeing the sun
for a seascn.® This is followed by the statement that, "Immedistely
there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking

6
some to lead hiw by the hand.?®

.
“Deutercnomy 28:15.
ED&uferonomy 28:27,

“3
“I Kinwgs 13:4,



Other instsnces from both the 0ld Testament and the New Testament
could be added to this list, but this is sufficient to =rove that the
Bible teaches that sickness is at least scometises punishment meted out
to the discbedient by God.

But while the Bible makes it plain that some sickness is the
direet result of sin, yet it makes it equally clear that this is not
the cuse in every instance.

James makes it clear that not all sickness

is consequence unon and in punishment of
particular sin. He says that the 'prayver of
faith shall save the sick ard the Lord shall
rzise him up' which is an unconditicnal
statement. He then adds 'If he hag committed
sins, they shall be forgiven him,'" which is a
conditional statement. That is, a man may bs
gick and in nee=d of healing avart from particular
sin, or he may be sick and nea% kealing in
consequence of narticular sin.

This seriptursl teaching harmonizes beautifully with
both experience and common sense. For as FMeDonsld has written,
1T sickness is the direct effect of sin, and both are from

Satsn, then every unsaved man should be sick, and every fully saved

- . 4
man should be perfectly well."”

2. Demon Posgsession

Hany times in the New Testoment, sickness and demon nossession

are mentioned together. After Jesus had healed Peter's wife's mother,

lJames 5:15 4,V,
Ipid.

BEenfy W, Frost, Miraculous Healing (New York: Fleming H. Revell
Co., 17939), p. 86,57,

. ¥eDonald, Modern Faith Healing (Bosten: Mellonald, Gill and Co.,
1892), p. 70.
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many heard of the incident. In the evening, after the sun had gone

Th

down, "They brought unto him many possessed with demons: and he cast

nl When

out the spirits with a word, and healed all that were sick.
Jesus sent out his twelve apostles two by two he gave them "authority

over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of

»
-

diseaze and all manner of swrkﬁe““ This was 3lso true when he

sant out the seventy.s
Scmetimes these demons were resuonsible for the insane behaviour
nf the person possessed. One of the first New Testament examples of
this was the man of the tombs who could not be bound any longer with
chzing and who Yalways, night and day, in the tombs and in the wountains
o ¢ o Was crying oﬁﬁ. and cutting himself with sizc~xrxes.“!’L A similar
case was that of the demoniac son who often "falleth into the fire,
and ofte-times into the water.“5
Sometimes these demons were responsible for physical infirmities.
One of the clearest cases of this nature is found in Mark 9:25. Here
e UJesus] rebuked the foul soirit, saying unto him, 'Thou dumb and
deef swirit, I charge thee, come out of him, =nd enter no more into

him.™ That demons c¢zn csuse physical infirmities, is also strongly
N J:‘ o ]

implied in Matthew, chavter nine, verses thirty-two and thirty-three,

1

Sty

tatthew 8116 (see also Mark 1:32=3%).
2yatthew 10:1 (see alsc Verk 6:7-13, Luke 9:1-6
Stuke 10:1-21.

&,

Mark 5:1-1€6 (see zlso Matthew 8:28.34 and Luke 8:26-33).

5ﬁaﬁthew 17:14-18 (see also Mark 9:17).
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where it is stated that, "There was brought to Him z dumb man possessed
with 2 demon; and when the demon was come out the dumb snake.®™ Iuke
wrote of a case where a woman "was bowed together for eighteen years
and could in no wise 1ift up herself.,® A4s Doctor ILuke commented on
the case, he accredited it to "a s irit of infirmity." This also
harmonized with what Christ stated concerning this czse for He said,
nSatan hath bound her." Tad doctors been ashed to diagnose this
cage they would have called it,

artbritis of the spine, or vertebrass cut

of rlace, or some other medical term, and

they would be right, as far as wmedical

terms are concerned. But if you get to

the real source of the trouble, you will

discover that 2 Spirit of an infirmity

from Satan has bound her. Cast ocut the

spirit, reguke Satan's opuression, and she

is healed. '

Since the Bible clearly states thuet demons are responsible

for at least a rortion of man's mentzl and physical disorders,
it would be well to lock further into this matter. One of the first
thirgs to be borne in wind is that the Zible makes a distincticn
between the Devil, who iz often referrad to as Satan, and demons,
Bzten is the leader; the demons are his sssistents uvnder bhis authority.

Satan and his demons are personalities. The demons, however,

have no bodies of their own. Just as any individusl yearns to express

Liuke 13:11-26.

ZOsborn, Healing the Sick and Cssting out Devils, Co. Cit., p. 128.

BEnfortunately the translators of the 4.V. often failed tc make
this clear.



himself,

even sc demon-suirits yearn to exgress

themselves., But sines they have no bodies

of their own, they wmust wander through the

land seeking some body in which they can

enter and find expressicn to carry out

their wission of sevil.”
Cnoe these demons have yossessed a person they can work in many wWays.
i It . N 2
The Zible relates some instances where they swoke, and as already
indicated, alt other times demons were responsible for insane behaviour
and thysical infirwmities.

The Bible plainly teaches that demon possession can be responsible

for mental and chysical disorders. It gives no reason to think that

this should be otherwise today.

3. Indirect Result of Sin

The Pible recoris a number of instances where peorle were
afflicted by sickness or disease, not because of thelr sin, but
because of the zin of someone else. One of the first examples of
this was in the case of the plagues which befell Egyot. Pharsoh wes
priwarily responsible for not permitting the Children of Israzel to
leave, but 31l the Egyptians sulfersd becauss ®"of the hardness of his

heart.” When David sinned by numbering the peoule, "Jshoval sent a

pestilence upon Israel®, but David escaped it for he prayed, "lo,

Losbern, Qp. Cit., pe 116.

2 B ;
Mark 3:10-11, Luke 4:40.41,
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I have sinned and I have done perversely; but these sheep, what

have they done? let thy hand I pray thee, be against me, and against

my father's house.”l When David fathered a child out of wedlock,

God did not punish him with disease, but the innocent child died,2
Apparently the people in Jesus' time reslized that infirmity

was often the result of another's sin, because Christ's disciples

asked him concerning 2 wan born blind, "Rabbi, who'sinned, this man

or his parents? It is well to note Jesus' answer, "Nelither did this

man sin, nor his parents,”a Thus the “ible clearly teaches that while

there are some infirmities as the direct result of sin and while scwe

-
ar

i

the indirect result of sin, there are also some which are the

result of neither.

i [

4. TResult of Mentsl or Iuiritual Disorder

There are several instances in the Bible which show that
physical sickness 1s sometimes the resulit of mental or spiritual
discrder. In cne vlace it is stated that "Awmon was so vexsd that he

: f!l'& FE | A ¥ +
fell sick. It is also recorded that, when Ahab was unable to sacure

Haboth's vineyard that he lay "down upeon his bed, and turned away his

5
face, and would sat no bread.™ Thus the Zible, in harmony with

1

II Semuel 24:15.-17.
Ibid., 12:18.

BJth 9:1*14‘-

4
I Samuel 13:2.

T Kings 21:1-lt.
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7
«/"
i I .
psycholcgy. teaches that some sickness is the result of wmental,
: s

instesd 'of physicsl disorder.

,/;’Eoctor Adolsh States:

/It is conservatively estimated that over [ifty
A per cent of the patients who come to the general
P practitioner's office in our large cities have
O no demonstrable organic disease. They are

i navertheless, suffering real disease symptoms
[/ on-an emotional tension basis.

5. Result of Bresking God's Hatural Lew

wa—

A number of the 0ld Testament statutes were given for besalth

surposes. Carter has written:

How be it remembered that those tsteatutes!
contained a most admirable systom of sanditary
and dietary laws which have never been ecelled
for effectiveness. Food, clothing and methods
of sanitation were speciTically described and
set in limits of scientifig safety.

God also instituted the Sabbath, which Christ said "was made for man.”B
It is to be noted that in every instance where God promised to preserve
the health of his peorle, it was conditioned on keeping both the moral
tars b
and natural laws,
When the sinner transsressed the natural law, he surfersd,

as indicated by the inspired pen of Solomon:

Who hath woe? Who hzth scrrow? Who hath

contentions? Who hath babbling? Who hath

wounds without cause? ¥Whoe hath rednegs of
ayes? They that tarry leng at wine.”

'raul Ernest Adolph, Health Shall Siring Forth (Chicagzo: Foody
Press, 1956), p. 14.

2R. Kelso Carter, "Faith Healing" Reviewed sfter Twenty Years
(Boston: The Christian Witness Co., 1897), p. 46.

BEark 2:27.
Yoxodus 15:26, Deuteronomy 7.

Sproverbs 23:29-30.,



5.

ot

The law of nature, however, 1s no respecter of persons, for
if the Christian breaks it, he too will suffer, unliess God makes

sy

a special concession. In the New Testament there is the record of

Epachroditus who over-taxed himsslf "for the work of Christ® and
consequently "he came nigh unto death."l
Thus the Bible distinguisheg ®between sickness and suffering which

ig due to 2 breach of the moral law (sin) and sickness and suffering

due to a breach of the laws of chysical heslth and safety.*z

6. Inherent Weskness of tihe Human Body

The Bible often refers to the human body as being very frail.

A8 the Psslmist wrote:

He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we ars
dust. As for man, his days sre as grass; &8 8

flower of the field, so ke flourisheth. TFor
the wind passeth over it, and 1t is gone;
and the place thereof shall know it no more.o
Faul, in writing to the Fowmans, stated that all of creation "groaneth
and traveileth in pain,® and that even the Spirit-filled Christisansg
s . ; 1 4
groan within themselves as they awalt the redemytion cof -their bodies.

In his first letter to the Corinthians he stated that the human body

6
is subject to corruption,5 and weaknesses. In his second letter to

Lphitippians 2:29-30.
2yade H. Boygs Jr., Faith Pesling and the Christian Faith
(Richmond Va.: dJohn Knox Press, 1956), ». 85.

3psaim 103: 14-16.
"Romans 8:20-23.
51 Corinthians 15:h2.

Gupr
Ibld. F] Te L"B o



this same church, he wrote that Your outward man is decaying®

”

and %we that are in this tabsrnacle do groan, being burd@pe&. “
The first nassage refers to the universal fraility of the body while
the others refer to the frailty of the Christiaﬂ's body in particular.
Thus it becomes obvious thut sslvation does nqt now exempt man from
the universal‘frailties of the humsn race.

In 014 ape these frailties bzcome wore noticsble. It is

recorded "that when Iszac was old - his eyes were dim, so he could
; 3
not see.®™ Almost the sawe thing is s2id about Jacob, "low the eyes

1
of Israel were dim for agze, so that he could not see.“h The great

socldier, David, suffersd in old age, for of him it is written:

How king Dsvid wss old and stricken in years;
and they covered him with clothes, but he gat
no h@&ﬁ.

David recoznized this was often the case and consequently wrote,

last we not off in the time of old age: for ke we not when my

5

€ ans . -

strength faileth. In the ¥inetieth Psalm he wrote:
The days of our yezrs are threescore
years and ten, Or even by reason of
strength fourscore years; Yet is their
cride but labor and sorrow; For it is
soon sone, and we fly away.

111 Corinthians 4:16.
ZII ccyihﬁhiansWBiq;w,W””.wmww

BGenesis 27:1.

53
“

2818 Z‘Lg : 10 .
5T Kings 1:1.
6?sa1m 71:9.

?Psalm 95110,
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These seriptures are sufficient to indicate that some physical
disabilities and especially those in old sage are the result of the

fraiity of the human body.

7. Hesult of an fAccident®

e S——

The Bible recbrds several instances where sickness or physicsl
disability came as the result of what wight be termed an accident.
The Bible tells of these “accidents®™ befalling both the wicked and
the rightecus. The explanation given for Mephibosheth's lameness
is one examvle of this., When he was only five years éld, his nurse in

an attempt to save his 1life, "took him up snd fled: and, it cawe to

155

pass, as she made haste to flee, that he fell and became 1ame."1

In anothér vlace it is stated that tle wicked king, "Ahaziah fell down
through the lattice in his upper chamber . . . ond was sick.“z Then
there is the case of iutychus, apparently a welle-respected Christian,

whe "fell down from the third story and (wasl taken up deaﬁ,“S but

who wag later revived.

8. The Permissive Will of Go

The Bible also records some instances where Jod perwitted sicire ss
or vhysical disability in order to work cut his plan. This is clearly

taught in the case of Job. CUhrist stated the purcose of Lazarus!

sickness as follows: ®This sickness is not unto death, but for the

lII Samuel 4,
2.

I K

tings 1:2.

togd

Bﬁats 10:9,
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zlory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified thereby." It is

to be noted, however, that in both of these cases healing eventually

,t

came. Whether God wills that Christians should be vermanently sick
ig a matter of sharp debate,

It is clear that many passages teach that the Christian,
as long as he is in this world, will be subject to suff@ring, but
does this refer to sickness? Andrew Murray answersed by saying:

There is; therefore a gzreat difference
between suffering and sickness. The Lord
Jesus spoke of suffering as being necessary,
as being willed and blest of God; while he
says of sickness that it ought tc be cursed.
Suffering « » « is from without . . . while
sickness is an evil which is in the body
itself, in this boedy served by Christ that
it may becowme the temple of the Holy Spirit
and which conseguently, ought to be healed
as soon as the sick believer receiveszby
faith the working of the Holy Spirit.

Mr. Osborn added:

The word 'affliction! as used in this case”
has nothing to do with sickness or shysiczl
disabilities. It wezns trisls, hardshins, per-
secutions, and etc. Because of the misinter
pretation of this scripture many saints are
tsubjecting themselves to the verfect WILL
OF BATAY T rather tharn to the will of God.

William Orr took his stand on the other side of the controversy,

and in his book, Does Cod Heal Today? , stated that, "3ickness may

alorify God."?

1. ;
John 11:4.

2Andrew Murray, Divine Healing (N.Y.: Christian Alliance Pub.
Coes nude), Do 110.

Jpsaim 34:19.

]

b :
Usborn, Op. Lite, D. 35.

Sorr, Does God Beal Today, Op. Cit., p. 19




The question, however, that the Christisn slways asks is,

"yhat saith it (the Word)?® The Rible includes some, but very'

few, instances where the bellever lived for years with physical

handicaps or sicknesses. There is the case of Isaac's

It is written in Genesis, chapter twenty-seven, that he was so blind

he was unable to differentiate between his two sons, and so fesble

that he thought it necessary to bestow the birthright upon fsau

w

b=fore he died. However, he lived for at least twenty-one more

1 .
years, apparently without any improvement in his health. Then, thers

is #t

: ‘s Y- A .
with "often infirmities."” [Ferhaps it would be

the case of Timothy who had constant stomach trouble and was beset

1]

fe to say that

as 2 rule, God does not will permanent sickness on the Christian,

but that this rule, like almest every rule, has its exceptions,

Sumpary

PR iy

The Bible does not oversimplify the causes of slcknesses and

physical discrders. It plainly teaches that they may be the result

of any one or a combination of any of the following czuses:

1. Direct result of versonal sgin
2. Demon Possession
3. Indirect result of sin

4. THesult of mental or sp 1tLaT dwsorder

[

@enesis 35:29.

2T Pimothy 5:23
To this could be added Paulls thorn in t¥e flesh if it could

be proven that this was a physiceal infirmitye. Since this is such a
controversial subject, it 1s not included in this paper.
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53, Eesult of bresking Tod's naturzsl law

o s .
€. Inherent weakness of the human body
A

7. FResuli bf an "accident™
/0%,

4
L

Perplssive will of God

bt

It is obwipus that some of these causes have morsl implieations

g
/A
JA

but this cannot ﬁﬁ\said of all of them. It is also appzrent that some

P
1

ickness could ¥el avolded by csreful Christian living, bubt again
¥ ! J’ [y ) {553

(=
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t
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must be added,‘th@t it iz just as apparent that this is not always the

case.
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CHAPTER III

THE GROUND FOR BODILY HEALING

Practically every one who bslieves the Bible, also beslisves
that God can and does heal today. However, they differ sharply as
to the ground ucon which God performs this healing. FPractically every
iter on the subject can be vlaced under one of two banners: Those
who teach that heallng is provided unconditionally by the atonement,

and those who tezch that it is conditionally provided by the atonement.

A, Healing Grounded YUnconditionally in the Atonewent

1. The History of the Theory

Both A.Je. Gordon and Biederwolf trace the origin of this theory
back to Pastor Otto Stockmayer, who lived during the nineteenth century.
He attached:

great welght to the words of the scripturs
which declare that Christ healed sll that
were sick that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by Esalas the prophet saying,
himself took our infirmities aznd bare

our sicknesses! He reasons that if our
Redesmer bore our sicknesses it is not
His will that his children should remain
under the power of disease, any nmore

than having borne our sins it is his

will that we should remain Eader con-
demnation and disobsdience.

FPastor Rein was another of the early believers of this teaching.

e began his ministry as 3 decided formalist, but after diligent Bible

14, J. Gordon, The Minisiry of Healing (New York: Fleming H.
Rev@ll, CO-, 1882}, Pe 163¢
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study began praying aﬁa anointing the sick. Many miraculous cases
of healing were repcrted under his ministry.l

It was Dr.'A¢fé. Simpson, founder of the Christian and
Missionary Alliance, however, who vonularized this tezching. For
years Dr. Simpsoﬁ‘w&s in very poor health, but while attending a camp
meeting conducted by Dr. Cullis, took Christ as his healer. His health
immediately im@roved and he was enabled to "do the work of two ordinary
men.“g Dr. Simpson preached and wrote much on this subject, znd his
work, in many ways, served as a foundation for contemporary healers
to build on.

Others who subscribed te this position include Andrew Murray
and Oswald Smith. Host if not 2ll the vresent pentecostal healers,
such as Oral Roberts, 0.1L. Jaggers, Osborn, A.4. 41lan snd Thomas
Wyatt hold to this same basic teaching but have carried it further

than these earlier men.

2. The Biblics]l Bagis of the Theory

Those who subscribe to this belief state a number of Biblical
passages for support.B The following five, however, are the most

povular and most pertinant:

17bid., p. 165-168.

2. Edward Biederwolf, Whippinz Post Theolozy, or Did Jesus Atone
for Digease? {Grand Rapids: FEerdmans, 1934), p. 184.

3For a detailed discussion of these pages, see the last two
chapters of Biederwolf.
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a. Lxodus 15:26, 23:25,26
As the Ghildrén of Israel were leaving Ezypt, God orowised them:
I will put none of the diseases uron thee,
which I »ut uzon the,Egyptians, for I am
Jehovah that healeth thee.

Later Ve promised, "I will itake sickness away from the midst of thee.

There shall none cast her young, nor be barren in the 1and.“2

b. Deuteronomy 28 and Galations 3:13

Every form of slickness and disease known
to man is included, and wmany of them even
mentioned particularly, in the ‘curse of
the law! {(Deuteronomy 28:15-62). Now, in
Galations 3:13, we have the vositive
statement that 'Christ hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, made a2 curse
for ug' . . . ¥What plainer declarsation
could we have than that Christ, Who was
born under the law to redeem us, bore

its curse, and therefore did redeem us
from &1l sickness and disease?

c. Mumbers 21:8, and John 3:14,15

In this passape it is stated that God healed those who were
bitten by [llery serpents through a look at the braren servent, which
L
was a tyee of Calvary, Osborn reascns from this that:
If 'Everyone! who looked at the brazen
serpent was healed then, it is logiecal

that 'EVERYORE' who looks at Jesus can
be healed,

Lixodus 15:26.
2exodus 23:25,26.

JBosworth, Christ the Healer, Op. Git., p. 22.

4
John 3:14-15.
5’\

Usborn, Cp. Cit., p. 191.
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d. I Corinthians 11:29-30

In these verses the Apostle Paul stated that many of the
Corinthian Christians were "weak and sickly® because they discernsd
not the Lerd'g body. This ig said to wean that those Chri ans wers
sick, because they did

aot discern or distinguish between the slements

of the Lord's Supper. 4As they partock of tihe
sacrament they only thought of Christ's blood

which was shed for their sins and thourhtlessly
(thus unworthily) partook of the bread representing
the physical pain and sufiering for their sickness

Thus Lindsay wrote:

It is imvortant at the Communion hour that each
believer discerns not onl ly the cur as a token of
the “locd of Christ shed for the remission of
sins, but also the Bread as a token of the

Body of Christ, broken for his body.

As a logical sequence Sosworth stated:
You can be hesled when you put the bread in

your mouth . . « by discerning the Lord's body
broken for your healing.

e. Lsalab 53:4 aznd Matthew 8:16,17

These are the verses which led Pastor Stokmayer to believe
that healing is provided unconditionzlly by the atonement.
The passage in Isaiash reads, "Surely he hath borne our

¥

~ri@fs [mar; in: sic knesses] @nd carrieu our sorrows." lAecording to

1t

noenbery, tbe Hebrew verbs for "borne" and Yearried" used in verse
& 9

£

four to refer to griefs and sorrows are also used in verses elsven

LyeCrosson quoted by Biederwolf, Qu. Cit., v. 276.

2Gordon Lindsay, World Ivangeliz-tion Now by Healine and Hiracles
(Clendale: The Church Press, 1951/, ve. 110.

SBiederwolf, QOo. Cit., p. 10.

By, a. Ringenberg, Jesus the Healer (Fort Yayne, Indiana: Missionary
Church Assn., 1947) pe. 43.
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and twelve in regard tc iniquities and sin. Thus Bosworth wrote:

¥ow whatever be the sense of these two
Hebrew words, the same must be applied
in bdth cases, namely, of sin bearing
and sickness bearing. To ververt the
sense of cone case would givi liberty
to pervert it in the other.

Along the seme vein Osborn wrote:
To rprove that our sicknesses werse
carried away by Christ, just like

our sing were carried away, the ssme
EsbreW"vgrb for "borns® and "“carried®

3

is used.
Tt is also important to note the meaning of the Hebrew
words translated griefs and sorrows in this verse. WMr. Ringenberg
states that the Hebrew word, which is here translated "griefs" is
used sixty tiwes in the 0ld Testament, and is translated as follows:

ferief or griefs® four times, "disease® or "dissased® ten tiwes, and

W

"sick, sickness or sicknesses" forty-six tiwes.” The Hebrew word
which is here translated "sorrows®™ if found ten times in the Cld Testament.
It is variously translested as "sorrows" five times, gricfs twice, and
Iy
the cther three times as pain.
Consequently this verse could be translated, "Surely he hath
borne our sicknesses and carried our pains.® This wperhaps, is the

meaning that the Holy Spirit wanted conveyed, for note now it is used

—~gnd—transtated by Matthew:

Iposworth, Ou. Cit., p. 16.

Zﬁsborn, Op. Cit., p. 199.

w————"

Jninpenbere, Op. Cite, p. 44,45,

——

bid.



When the even was come, they brought

unto him wmany posssssed with dewons:

and he cast out the spirits with a

word, and hesled all that were sick:

that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken through Isaiah the prophet, saying,
Himself took gur infirmities, and bare
our diseases.

Osborn summarizes this position by stating:

In Isa. 53, the removal of our diseases
is included in Christ's atonement, along
with the removal of our sins. The word
"bare” implies substitution - suffering
FOR, not sympathy - suffering WITH. If
Christ hss borne OUR sicknesses, why
should we bear them?

In Matt. 8:16,17, Christ fulfilled
Isziahls words, "healing ALL THAT WERE
SICK.™

3. 7The Logical Conclusions of the Thsory

Those who hold to this theory rezson that since both sickness
and sin are wmentioned in the redemption chapter of Issiah fifty-three,
that both salvation and healing must be provided in the atonement on an
equal basis. Accepting this to be true, they 2lso hold ftc the following
logical eimelusions:

1. God never wills znycne to be sick any mors than he wills
anyone to be sinful. Just as it is God's will to sazve everyone, so it

is his will to heal sveryone. This is one of the basic assumptions of

.81l who hold. this theory. . Frequent refersnce is made to.2 report ...

vrepared by the Episcopalian Church which reads:

Lyatthew 8:16,17.

2
Osborn, Qo. Cit., p. 193.
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The healing of Jesus was done as a
revelation of God's will for man . .

. «» Ho longer can the church pray for
the sick with that faithedesiroying
phrase, 'if it by Thy will.'

¥r. Simpson wrote, "o one thinks of asking for forgiveness 'if the

Lord will,* nor should we throw any stronger doubt on his rrowise of
. .l .

vhysical redempition. To those who say, "I know God can heal me

if it is His will,® he wrote:

How, if a friend is going to doubt me at
all, I should much rather he would come
to me and say, "I am sure you would help
me if vou could® than "I know you have
it in your power to aid wme, but I have
little confidence in your 618“031tion
toc do it.® When will man see that this
easy, pood-natured tzlk about uod's will
involves %he most subtile and offensive
distrust?

Oswald Smith wrote:

Some selection is surely necessary if there
are individuals whom God would have remain
gick for his glory . . . But we search in
vain for such informztion . . There is

no suggestion of a select number., "is

any sick?® is the question asked.

2. We are not fully saved untile are completely healed.
Osborn stated, "If we are saved, then we should be healed. If
we are healed then we should be saved. Our Lord would not be

“5

sa nlsflej NLth half salvatior He cemmented on tne h@&l;ﬂg 1qcmdept of

libid., p. 11.

24.B. Simpson, The Four-Fold Cospel (Harrisburg: Christian
Publiecations Inc., 1952}, p. 80C.

JIbid., p. 111.

Moswald J. Smith, The Great Physicisn (Vew York: Christian
Alliance, 1927}, o. 45,

5OSern, Q_E- Citc. De 35-
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Mark 2:1-10 by saying:

If Jesus had told this man that his sins
were gone, his sickness would zlso have

to leave, because the remedy for both was
provided in the sawme atonement . . . If
Jesus had told the man to rise up and walk,
then his sins also would have to leave.

Horrison qualified this by saying:
The penalty for refusing, neglecting, or
otherwise not szvailing oneself of the
rrivilege of divine healing is that one
shall remazin 1l1l, or recover health,
maybe by some other and slower process.
3. The Christian need never be sick. This is imrzlied by
Andrew Murray's words:
As soon as the believer comes to realize
that Christ died for both sin and sicknesses
he can ssy, 'I need no longer bear my
sickness: Jesus in bearing sin bore also
sickness which is its consequence; for both
He hath wmade propitiation, and Be delivers
me from both.”!
L. Any sickness or vhysical disorder in a Christian's life
Is evidence of defective spirdtuality, for if God has rromised perfect
health to every Christian, and one does not have it, the ult must
of necessity be with the Christisn and not with God.
5. Any minister who does not preach that hesling is for all,
is not preaching all the gospel. Some, like Osborn, "Always preach
—a-full-twofold provision, telling the ‘tunsaved ' to zccept Jesus Christ—

ag their 'healsr' and 'Saviour! at the ssme time.“g

1Ibid., . 1.

J. G. Morrison, Achieving Faith (Kansas: Nazarene, 1926), p. 140.

BMnrray, Divine Healing, Op. Cit., p. 110.

uOsborn, Op. Cit., pe 18,



6. Hatural memns are unnecessary to healing. When a person is
forgiven’his sins, it is upon the basis alone of his faith in Christ's
being his substitute. The same should be, then, true of healing.

Thus Simoson reminded his readers that Matthew wrote, "'Himself', not
Himself and chysicians, not Himself and us, but He takes the whole
burden Eimself.“l

7+ The Christian's death will be apart from sickness or
disease. One of the questions constantly being addressed to those
who hold this position is, "Why should people ever die, if Christ
will alwzsys heal?® A.B. Sifpson, like most of this school, answered
by saying, "Faith can only go as far as God's premises and God has
nowhere promisad that we shsll never die®™ vhysically. 2 The scriptural
sregeription for the death of CGod's children is said to be, "Thou takest
away their breath, they die."B "Thou shalt come to thy grave in full

2 E I
age, as a shock of corn cometh in his saason.“h

4, The Theory Evaiuated by the Opronents

Those who reject this thebry state that its proof texts and
implications do not harmonize with the total Bible teaching on the

subject of bodily healing.

_ae. 4n evaluation of its nroof texts by the opponents of this theory.

1. B. Simpson, The Gospel of Heclinz (Herrisburg: Christian
Publications, Inc., 1915), p. 111.

21bid., pe 47.
3psalm 104:29,

“job 5:26.
Osborn, Qp. Cit., u. 25.

——



1. Exodus 15:26, 23:25.26

Those who hold to the conditional theory say that a careful
study of these verses indicates that'they wers not intended to teach
that unconditicnal healing is provided by the atgnem@nt. For one
thing, they say, the healing wmentioned in these verses deoes not come by
faith in Christ's atonement, but is based upon obedience to God's moral
and natural law. Secondly, the passage in Exodus 23 also prowises thab
none stiould be barren, none should have a miscarriage, and that God
would send hornetsbefore them to "“drive out their enemies.” Thus they
say that it is obvious that {these three benefits were for the nation
of Israel and cannot be arplied to the present day Christian, and
that there is nothing in the context which indicates that this fourth
benefit, that of bodily healing, is to bs apvlied any differently than
the other three. Those who reject the unconditional theory go on to
say 1t is evident from reading these verses that they were not intended
for individual use, but rather that they were national promises. This,
they state is verified by the fact that some of the most ;odly Israelites
were sick after Jod had made this covenant with his people. For
instance, the VYord says that the saintly wrophet ™ihijah could not
see, for his eyes were set by reason of his age; that Flisha, who
 had a double portion of the Spirit, "was fallen sick of his sickness
whereol he died“z; Hezekiah, the king who brought revival to a
backslidden nation was sick unto death and the great provhet Daniel
testified that, “I, Daniel, fzinted, and was sick certain days.“B
Thus they reason that it is very evident that while God did promise

to make Israel a healthy nation, if they kept his laws, yet there were

1T Kings 14:h.

211 Kings 13:1%.
3Daniel 8:27.
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individual exceptions, so consequently these verses just referred to

do not teach that there is vnconditional healing provided in the atonement.

2., Deutergpnomy 28 and Salations 3:13
The Deuteronomy scripture deals with the curses that are to come

upon those who break the law and Galations 3:13 reads, "Christ redesmed
ug from the curse of the law." Those who subscribe to the conditional
theory comment on this verse bty ssying that in the entire book of CGalations,
there is not one mention of sickness or dissase, sc it would seem that
Paul is speaking of a spiritual curse. Though some may concede that
this verse did refer to physical sickness, yet they insist that even
this does not prove té&t healing is unconditionzlly provided in the
atonement. Zven a superficisl reading of Deuterconomy twenty-eight
makes it clear that this refers to sicknesses brought on by discbedience
to God's moral law and has nothing to do with any other form of sickress.
They state that it is apparent that the Deuteronomy portion was directed
to the Israelitish nation and not to individuals of this dispensation,
for God also promised that discbedience would be punished by severe
diseases. The rest of the 0ld Testament verifies that God did punish
Israel in this way for their disobedience. They say that if this were
8til1l God's method of vunishing sin, then every sinner should fall victim
_of these deadly diseases, but experience indicates that this isnet .
the case. One has written, some of:

The finest physical specimens among men of

the present time are prize fighters; and it is

commonly acknowledgzed, whatever might be sald

in their'favor,‘tbaf they are not noted for

- their spirituality.

They then reason that it is obvious that the one half of this Cld Testament

chapter does not apply to the present dispensation, therefore it is safe to

1Frost, Miraculous Healing, Op. Git., p. 102,
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conclude that the other half does not either, meking it clear that

ynat things scoever the law saith, it speaketh to them that are under

the 1&w.“1

3. Humbers 21:8

Those who reject the theory of universal healing comment on
this by saying it is true that the Brazen Serpent was a type of Calvary
and that all who looked upon it were heoaled, but ilhis doss not mean
that Calvary provided unconditional healing for every Christian.
Jesus Christ, Himself, gave the meaning of this scripture in John 1:1-19,
but there is not aven a hint at ohysical healing.z According to His
interpretation, the Brazen Serpent itypifies the spiritual healing

provided by Calvary.

4. I Corinthisns 11:17-34

Those who hold to the conditional theory state that in the opening
verses of this passage, the Apostle makes 1lain what he meant by partaking
unworthily of the Lord's Supper. The Corinthians, in contrast to Christ
and His disciples, were commeworating this occasion in the midst of
division, drunkenness and rivalry. Thus it is not surprising that many
were weak and sickly. They reason that if Christ wanted His followers
to know that the Bread of the communion bespesks of vhysical healing,
He certainly wuld have said so when He instituted this ordinsnce.
This, they say, would be the most logical place to find it, but there

is no hint of it.

lﬁ@m&ns 3:1%.

zJohn Elward Brown, Faith Healing (Los Angeles, n.d.), P. 37.
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5. Igaiah 53:4 =nd Hatthew 8:16,17

It is quite obvicus in the light of Metthew 8:1% ,17, that
Isaiah 5214 refers to s;éknaaaes and disesse, but some who hold o
the conditlional theorf'say that this does not mesn that Christ besars

sickness for everyoye, vut rether that He simres the loed with the
/ '

Christian who is Biek.
G. Cambell HMorgan held to this vosition and taught that,

The word "bare® is from the Gresk word
"bastago? the seme word Paul uses when
he says "best the infirmities of the
wesk® (Hom. /15:1). It is evident from
Peul's use mf the word that we do nob
take the e#har men's burden sll away,
or that eur,bearing with the wesk ones
mekes them /strong. We get under the
burden with them sympathetically but do
not relieve them of the burden entirely.

When Jesus beers our sicknesces,
He gete under the lomd with us sympsthet-
icelly. An enbirely different word is
uzed when the Greek gpeske of bearing
our sins. It is "anarhero® vhiech means
%o pick up and car g clear away so that
we beer it no more.

In this same veln Boggs wrote:

The Greel word used here by HMatthew . . .
in connection with Christ's bearing of
sickness is never used in the Hew
Testament in connection with Christ's
bsering our sins.

‘ S;milarly Gaebelein wrote:

Wnst then does it mesn '"Himself! took our
infirmities and bsre our sicknesses? It can
mesn but one thing . . . He suffered with those
who suffered. He shared sympathetically

lnhastego® evidently is 2 misprint and should be written
"hagtadzo®.

QSwalm. “A Sywposium on Divine Heeling," Op. Cit., p. 5.

“Boggs, Op. Cit., p. 84.
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with the afflicted ones.t
Others who hold to the conditionzl theory think thul sone.
thing =lse is meant by these verses. The Bible, they say, does
teach thst our Mgh Priest is touched by the fesling of our
infirsities, but it ié obvicus trat sowething more is meant in

this cese for this passspe does not ploture thae Christ merely

symoathizing with the sick, but plainly states that He "healed

it might be Dulfilled which was spoken through Issdash the oroviet,

saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our Jdissases.”™

»

Trhus, they say, this passape of scrirture tesches thal bearing diseasses

in this instance meant bringing complete deliwverance.
Fut they say thst this scerdvpture can not be understood until

one knowe the meaning of the chrase, "That it might be Muifilled,”

wiich appears twelve tlwes in the Gospel of Matthew. They say that

in order to ses what significance Matthew attached te his own words,

it would be well to note how he uses them throughout his sospel.

b

The first time he uses it is in connection with the virgin birth and

And she shell it .aﬂf forth a son; and
thow shalt call his name Jesus; for
it is he that shall swve hﬁs TEple
~fromthelir sinse How thisis comns
to pass that it m*gat m» 1h1fw;1@& whiah
was sSvoken by the lerd through ths prc»
“h&t. saying, Beshold, the v&r *ﬁ Si 1
be with child, and shall bring f{orth
280N o o o7

stion {Iew York:
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It is cbvious, they clsim, that this seripture was fulfilled once
and for 211 si the tlse wenltioned in the contexte.

This vhrase svoears next in comection with the f1ight of the
holy fawily inte Zgypt. It reads:

And he arcse and took the young child and
his mother by night, and departed inteo
Zzypt; and was tkewg until the desth of
Herod: that it wight be fulifilled whieh
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
seying, Oub of Hgrpt 4id T eall my son.

Again, they sasy, 1t is cobwicus that this sericture was ful-
Filled once snd for all at the tiwme sentioned iy the context.

Just a few verses later Matthew records how Herod had the

“ P

Children of Bethlshes slzin in an attemet to take the life of the
nev-born king. Comwenling on this he wrltes:

8 fulfilled that vhilch was spoken
thrauxh Jeremiah the proghet, saying,
ice was hesrd in Zomah,
&t mourning,
fﬁr her children;

i
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And sbe would not e eaw?@rﬁ@a,
because they were ﬁata

oy

Iy fule

they sav, 1t is plain thet thls prorhecy was complets

£31led at the time mentioned in the passage. They continue thelr

sre the Tulfillment 18 oithey vostoonsd or vonsideyed to be wontinue
ouBs With this backpground in mind, we are told ithal 1t becomes a

relatively eusy watiter to snswer the question “when was Isalab 534

fulfilled?” ing from the way M

i)

Motthew consistently uvses ikds

2
T ‘ﬁﬁ‘i}’t’;}&%w 2] 1?’180
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phrass, it was fulfilled, "ot while He was on the Cross, but whilse

1
He was alive, in the City of Capernsum, on the shore of Galiles.”™

P

Tiis, we are told, is especial

Boed

y elesr since in Mabtthew 8:16,17, there
ie no reference at all to Calvary znd nothing in the context te suge-
gost that 1t wss fulfilled at any other time or that this was to

have 2 continuous fulfillmenﬁ.’ it is also obvious that the phrage

*He nhealed 21l that were sick® refers only to these who were brought

I‘&}

e bim at that fime and was not & universal or unconditional healing

>~v“

be A evaluation of its logical conclusionsg by itls opponenis.

Thosa who reject the universsal theory hsave exbtended their
x|

Y

oriticism to include the loplesl conclusions of the unconditionad

I. CGod wills that all bs healed. The critics say that it
ficult if not impossible to reconcile this to the fact that
Isasc was blind for a2t least twenty yeors,” and that Timothy had
stomach ﬁfanbl&.} It is slsc stated that Timothy was plagesed with
eften "infireities.® Those whoe hold to the conditional theory ask
why Timobhy 4id not realisze wnd take advantage of this provision of

the stonement if it were really therel

2. Thome who are in nesd of h@ﬁiimg are nu% ful, savad,

Lty vyburn Fiteh, Zbe

Brothers Ince, Nede), De LY

slusion (Mew York: Lolzeaux

ZMQ, Cie 20,

33@&@31@ 35

%Y Timothy 5:23.



If this is true then, according to these eritioes, it follows that
the wen wentioned in the preceseding parsgrach were only partly
saved. Ihiz list weuld zlso have To be enlarced to ind ude Hlisha,

Dandel, chréditus and others.

hermonize with all the rest that

3. Only those who preach that

the atonement, sre preschi

hesling. The some conld ve sald of the apcestles, Fhillix

and Paul, 48 the apestlss went oubt it is stated that they "presched

, , . ,
thet men should repent.” They hezled but, it is arpued, -t

1

his served

Iy

only &8 credentials of thelr comrdssion, not az 3 basic part of thelir

HRSSATS e

4

4. Une showld not rely on natural means. Thoss of the

-

conditional school say that this confflicts with ss

Paul under the lnspiration of the Holy Srirdit told

wing for his stomach %roubzﬁ,g and Christ soparently never objected

[}

to doctors or to naturel means, for He said, "They thal are whole

Y

have no need of 2 vhysician, bud ther thal are sick.™ In the

story sbout the man who fell apong thioves, Jesus teld that the

Lrrark 6312,

23,
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Semardtan poured oil and wine into kis wounds. These were among
the best medical remedies known zt that time. The Ssmaritan also
left him at the inn to recaver.l

Those who reject the universsl theory continue thelr argument
if this theory 1s true why Psul left Trovhimus sick at
Miletus when bhe needed him 80 much,2 and why there are pilts of
3

healing placed in the church” for there is no gift of salvstion.

3. Hezling Trounded Conditionally In the Atonement
The conditional hgajlnw theory could bs explained as follows.

If God dealt with men asccording to strict justice, mzn would die

. s )
spiritvally snd physically &s soon as he sinned. Any betlter treate
ment that man receives Ifrom Uod, then, 1s not based up.n Justice,

but upon mercy. It 1s the atonemsnt alone wuich makes this wmercy

-

rossible, and hence all the besnefiils anown to mankind, induding

s

phyaleal healing, are grounn@d in the atonsment. In order to undere
stand the relstionship between the atonement ikl hea'lng, it is
aggerted, ons must haove a general knowliedse of what the Bible teachen

concarning the atoneament.

Lriuke 10:30-37.

21T Pimothy #:20.
31 Corinthians 12.

$
EAS

Cenesis 2:1%.



After God had cresated the world and its inhabitants, it is
gtated, "And God saw everything that he had made, and behold it was
very geod.”l There was perfect harmony batween man and God for in
the cool of the evening God came to walk with man; there was equality
and harmony between Adam and Zve. There was no enmity between wman
and the animals for God gave man "dowinion over the fish of the sea,
and over the birds of the heasvens, and over every living t%ing.“z
But man sinned and all this changsd. ¥an now tried to hide frow
God, the world's first son killed his brother, and some of the
animals, instead of being under the dominion of wan, becime man's
constant enemy. God stated th&t‘b%caqgg of sin, the snimal world
was to be under o curse, that the woman would byring forth children
with multiplied cain, that ithe ground would bhe cursed, bearing
thorne and thistles, and that wan would die and return to the dust.
Both the scrigrture and excerience prove all these things to be true.
Both Biblicsl and secular bistory plicture wan ab enmity with God
and other wmen, nature, snd the animal world. What & dark zicture
this would be 1T It were not for one ray of light « ealvary. Christ
died to redeem man from all these éurs@s and according to the Bible the
banefits of calvary shall some day go "as far as the curse ls found.”
Tbis means ttat the atonement wust provide forgiveness for sin and
with this the Weord zzrees for it is siated:

Come now, and let us reason together,
saith Jebovah: though your sins be zas

2. .
Genesis 1328,



gezrlet, they shall bs as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall bs as wool.

This means that the atonewent will bring & termination to the

anmity between mankind and the animal world, and with this the

Ther
stated:

o

A

In faet all

of the Holy

from the bond

eliv

srees for it is written:

ind the sucking child shall play
on the hole of the asu, ani the
weanad child ghall oput bis hand
on the zdder's den.

They shall nct hurt nor
destroy in all my holy wmountaing
for the eurth shall be full of the
knowledge of Jghovsh, s the waters
covsr the ses.

e will alsc be no more enmity between animals for

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopsrd shall lie down with
the kid; and the calf and the young
lion and the fatling togsther; and
& Jittle child shall lead them.

‘nd the cow snd the bear shall
feed; thelr young onss shall lie
oHn eguwhﬁr, snd the lion snal
gal straw like the ox.

foud
C-é.
Fr
]

-

Soirit, wrote, ®The creation itselfl slisc shizll be deliversd

&

L

ligaish 1:18.

’) - - e,
“Isalash 11:8,0.

Homens 8:21.

aze of corruption inte « » « liberty.®™ There is

oy

thistles will be removed, for the Apostle Paul, urder the insy

Yord

results of the curse, inecluding the thorns and

grance Tor the body, for raul sissking ebout the body

also
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wrote, "For this corruptible Cbodyl must put on incorruption,and
this wmortal must wul on immortality.*l There is coming & time when;

He shall wipe awsy every tear frowm

their eyes; and desth shsll be no

nore, neitber shall there be mourning,

nor crying, nor pain ang wmore: the first

tiings are oassed sWaYe
Thus, those whe hold to the conditionsl theory szy that the “ible
tesches that sin, sickness, death, thorns, thistles, vain, the
attacks of wild animzle, are 311 a result of sin. It tesches that
Calvery has provided complete delivarance from all of these evils,
But they ask 1f this mesns that the Christlsan csn unconditionally
elaim all these benefits now.  The answer is obvicus. The Christian
can only unconditionslly claiwm tlose benefits where he is authorized
to do so by the Yord.

fhose who reject the universal theory state that by studying

the stonge

,J
3
o
i
-
o
&5
3
i3

the relotionship between these other chysical

ment, 1irht will be thrown on the relationshir existing betuween

bodily hesling and the storement.

ihe Bible, they say, stal whan
men's last enemy - death, "ghal of
two men - Enoch and Elijah, uho they

aaﬁtlmu@, no enlizhtensd Chiristian can dire to presume he will rever

die %wc4Um8 of thqs& Sﬁfl‘tUPuL st ﬁem@ﬁt&, fcr the Bible v~va pw

11 Corinthizns 15:53.

Znevelation 21:i,



B
such promise, but plainly states that during this ace, "It is eproint-
ad unte man once to die.® Hence,we ars told, this bensfit of the
stonament cannot now be appropristed by any asmount of faith, for it
is not in keeping with God's present will.

The Pible, they continue, makes it evident that the enmity
petween man and the animal world, has provisicnally bsen sbolished.t
Begides this there are seversl instances in the Bible where God
zave man parvelous deliverance {rom wild animals. T
of Daniel in the lion's den, end of Christ being uwith the wild
bassts during His tempistion. The falth chapter lists one of the
feats of £ 8ith as stopu
not one Biblicsl record of any obedient child of Sod ever being hurt
by an animal. To tris could be addeé’LAe sromlse of Christ himsslf
that the believer "shall take up serpents" and not be hurt. UHow,
they say, if tiese scripturss only are considered, it wuld present
& strong case that the Christian could wonditionally receive proe-
teotion from every wild animsl. But no enlizbtened Christiasn will
make this assumpiion, for 1f he seeks for & prowise from God's word
to this effect, he szeks in vain. Hence, they cenclude that while
God now, ag in Bible times,often provides special protecilon to the

Chyristian from wild "n,malu, it would be ure guwntaoﬂ.wnd not faith,

d ulﬁjm t“Lﬁ ag 8 ﬁrasgwt, una:niatlonjl h@n fit of the

which woul
atonement.

They also say that the Bible states clearly that thorns are a




result of the fall. These will some day be removed, but they ask,
can falth provide the Christlan's land with iswunity fros weeds now?
Coviously not, for therse is no scrioctural supnort for such faith.

How what about sicknsas end diseaset The atonement has nade
provision for the believer to have a perfect body. The Bible lists
many cases where bsilievers were miracul@usly‘ﬂelivare& from sickness~
as and physical disard@réq But can the Christian claim healing in

avery case as an unoonditional present banefit of the atonement

n they answer only if be cun find & c¢lear promise fo this effect.

ness or neailng in the case of dissase. Those who hold to the
unconditional theory answer ®"yves.® UYhe sceristure they mest refer to

ig, "I am Jehoveh that healeth thes. As has already been indicsted,

neb an individual promise and that thers wsre im1¢viutal sxcentions

to God's natural and morael law, and nobt upon falth in the ztonement

as in the case of sin. There are two other serigtuves which are

sometines quoted by those who hold to the unconditional theory,.
They ttm, b,i' ave Isl sh@l‘ 1 'y h;.nas on ‘%;hﬁ sit,{, and th@y st ,ull
, 2 e

TEQOV L' And James 5:14,15 states,

Is any among you sicky let h'm call
for the elders of the ¢hurch; and

1.
Exodus 15:26.
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let them priy over him, ancinting

bhim with oil in the name of the ILords
argl the prayer of faith shall save

him that is sidk, 2nd the Lord shall
raise him up: and if kv have gafwitte4
sins, it shsll be forsiven hin.

These who hold to the conditionsl theory, howsver, staote that beth

of tuhese varsss are
the sick «nd not to the sick rerson. They also say that there is ne

For 211 now. Instesd, it

seripture which wrowmlses univers

believer lives in & body of humilizstion, In th

eighth chapter of Howmans, the zpostle says, "iven we curselves groan
within ourselves, waliting for our adoption, to wit, the redemption
of our buéy.“B In the fiftieth charter of Corinthisng, he describes

the Christian's body a2s being sublect to corrustion, snd bodies of

waakness., In bis second letter to the Corinthiang, Faul wrote that

)

the "outward man C(bedy is decaying.?
Thus, they say, ithe scriptursl conclusion is that, while God

often heals the sick believar in answer to prayer, el :hysical hesale

-

banefits of the atonement are net-maw vnconditions

e balisver. 7This ensbles the QF?LBii& to under-
stand that both now sand in Bible times, God, for reasons often known
only to Him, tealed belisvers and yet sometimes, equally godly men

such as Isaae, Timothy and Trophimus, David Brainard snd Fanny Crosby

wers not healed. R.A, Torrey, spezking for the conditional theory

lemes 5:1%,15.

2opillipians 3:21.

a ,

~Romansg 8:23,

“II Corinthisns 4:16.



While we do not get the full benefits
for the body securad for us by th
atoning death of Christ in the life
that now is, but when Jesus comes
again, neverthelsss, just as one geils
the first fruits of his spiritual

alvation in the 1ife that now is,
so we gelt the first fruits of our
whysical salvsation in the 1ife thst
now is, ¥We do get in many,many,
cuges physical heallng through the
atoning death of Jesus Chgigt even
in this 1ife that now is.”

Carter comvents:

Yes, physical healing is in the
atonement, but, "We do not get
everything at once§ "Hvery man
in his own order.¥ Heaven, the
life eternal, the resurrection,
the cowing ages of blessing and
peace, the Hew Jerusalem, the
many mansions, - 2ll these znd
more will be ours throuyh the
stonement. We must not anticluste
the plan of Gode The court of
Heaven will pay ws sverything in
our Father's will to the last
item; but it wil* be in the order
and time set by that court. If
we attempt tc di scount God's
notes before the time set in
conditions, we na @d not be
surprised to find those noteg
apparently golng to protest.“

Those subscribing fto this theory continue by ssying, that
if-salvation-end-healing svstain the same relstionshin to God's

1, 1y

oresent program for man, as some teach, then it would be logheal

to asgume that the Bible would desl with both of these subjects slike.

1&. &. Torvey, Hivine Han
Cos, 1924), pe 46,47,

ZCaytmr, "Faith Hewling™ Reviewed, Op. Cit., pe 59,60.
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This, tu ey say, is not the case, for the Bible gives no clear

i
/

y?omise of unconditicnal healing; it tells of sowe sodly men who

/ ‘ . . s . . ; .
inever received it, and it further states thet the outward man is

decsyings This is net, however, the way tnat it scesks in regard
sto salvation. It containeg many universal promises such as:
Reyent yeo and be bamtigg% every one uf
3 n

the remission of ycur ging, »ﬁd ye shalil
receive the ¢ift of the Yoly Spirit.
For to wou is the prowise and to your
chilldren, and to all that are alar off,
ever 88 many zi the Lord our Jod shall
call unto him,

If we confess our sins, He is faithe-
ful and rightecus to forgive us our
sins, and to 04u%ﬂ8€ us from 21
unrigzhiteousnass.”

There is not one case where God refused salvation tc the
penitent seeker. Jesus said,
Behold, 1 &
knock: If any man h@ r my vamce,

and apen th door, 1 will come in
to him, and, will me with hiw, and
|5

and, "Him that coweth to we I will in no wise cast aut.”& Thus those
holding to the conditionsal theory state thet it is obvious thst

while both bodlly bhealing and salvaticon ars in the atonement, they

do not now sustsin an equal re 1 ioashlw to 1t.

—

Licts 2:38,39.

Dae .
~%I Jobn 1:9
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Within Christiszn circies thers are twe conflicting theories

zs to the biblical ground for bodily healing. According to one theory,

@

healing 1s grovided unconditionally in the atonsment, as is salvation.

teeording to the othsr theory, healing is yprovided in the atonsaent,

s

but is corditioned by the sovereign will of God.
Those who hold to the unconditional thecry list t.e followling
their main @roof toxts:
1. ixodus 15:26; 23:25,26. Fere is recorded the promise,
AT @wr the Lord thwﬁ hesletl; thee.”
2. Deutercnomy 28 and Galations 3:13. In ithis 01id Testazwent

passagze, Cod warns Israsel that the law bresker will ke cursed by

sickness. In the Usalatians passage Paul writes, "Christ redeewed us

3. HMumbers 21:8. Christ stated that the Brazen Seryent men-

wilzed Calvary. 3ince a
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leook &t this sarpent brought bodily healing, it is ressoned that a

lock at Caslvary should do the sama.

feobn

be I Corinthians 11:17-34. In this passage it is siszted that

many of the Corinthian Christisns were "wesk and siekly"™ becasuse they
discerned not the Lord's body. Falling to discern tre Lord's body is

x

said to mesn that these Christians did not reziize that Christ's bedy
was broken to atone for thelr gicknesses and diseases.

5. Isaizh 53:4 and Matthew 8:16,17. In the fifty-third chape
ter af‘dsti ah where the winistry and sacrifice of Christ is depicted,

it prophesies that Christ should bear sickness. HMatthew 8:16,17



states that Christ realed all that were sick, that this sripture

Those whe hold to this theory alse bold to the followlng
conciusions whieh are the logieal outgrowtn of thsir teaching:

1. Jod wills that 211 be hesled,

2, Those who are in nsed of healing are not fully ssved.

3. Only those who precch that hezling is unconditicnally i

the atonement are vreaching the full gospel.

Lo One should not rely on natural mes

Z. The Christian nzed never he sick.

6. Any sickness or vhysical disorder in the Christian's life

7. The Christian's death will be apart from sickness or disesse.
Those who hold to the conditionzl theory reject the foreszoing
theory by saying:

1o It s proof texte are wesk snd have not been @ nsidered in

it of their context.

2. Its logiesl conclusions fail to harmonlize with the total

Bible tesching on bod

In support of their theory they state that there 18 no pissam-

of scrivture wilch cromises, unconditiconall y bodily hesling, but that

“Such as T Yorinthians 15, II Corinthians 4,5, Romans 8.






CHAPTER IV

THE FURPOSE OF PHYSICAL HEALTNG

It would be presumptucus to think that wman could know the

divine purveose of healing in every case. Yet, the Bible does

[=2

indicate at times why God healed. It is not always for the same

TUrnose.

A, To Serve as Credentisls for Stecial Messenrvers.

——

God often worked special signs through his servants to
sceradit his messengers or their wessage. This was truve of Moses
for he had sower to turn his rod into & serpent, and when he Pput
forth his hand and 1aid hold of it, "it became 2 rod in his hand®
again. %hen he put his hand into his bosom, 1t became white 2s snow,
but when he brought his bend oult the second time, "it was turned

zin as his other flesh. nl God told ¥oseg that these were to serve

0

ag signs to rharaoh that he was sent by Jehovah. It was added that
if Pharaoh did not belleve that &z ¢n, others would be added.
The man of Uod in preaching to Jeroboam said,

This is ths sign which Jehovah hath
spoken:  Behold the altar shall be
rent, and the ashes ithal are uson
it shell be coured ocute

Then it is stated,

The altar also was rent, znd the ashes
soured out from the altsr, aceording
to the sign which the man of Jod had
siven by the word of Jshovah.

1E:odus LelaP,
27 Kinzs 13:3.

LB
3ibide, Ve 5o
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It is evident that on some ccoeasions, God worked special
hezlings througn Christ for this purpose. In the Gosoel of Jobn,
the suthor selescts elight incidents froem the 1ife of Chrisgt which
were to prove that "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.“l These
signs include seversl physical healings - the man at the pool of
Be%wesdd,% the man born blind, 3 and the resurrection of Lazarus,
which Christ said was, “that the Son of Ged mizht be glarifigﬁ.”*
Thot these signs did indicate to the open heartsd that Jesus was
from God is brought oul by Hlecodemus' statement, "habbl, we know
that thou art a teacher coms frow God: for no one can do these
signs that thou doest except God be with hime?  ¥When John the
Hartist wented vroof of Jesus! Messishshin, Christ answered,

s

Go and tell Jobhn the things hhi@ﬂ ye
hesyr and see: The blind receive their
sicht, and the lame walk, the 1@yers
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and
the dead are raised up, and the poo
have good tidings vreached to them.

God also supported the ministers of the sarly church with
signs, The first of these, which the Bible records after Christ's
ascension, is found in the third chapter of fets. When this wan who

was born crippled was healed, it drew a large crowd. FPeter refused

Liotn 20:31.
2itid., chebe

)Lorm G
Yyohn 11.
EJth 3:2,.

6%&ttb®W'll:%.5.
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to take any of the credit for this miracle, but stated that God

by this wmiracle, "Hath glorified his Servant Jesus. "t H

rreasched a messaye of repentancse, and "many of them thaet heard the

2 g x 9 k.4
word belisved."  Soon this incident gave Peter an opportunity to

£ .

speak to the relligious rulers and slders. He sald:

If we this day are exemined concerning

& pood deed done to an impotent man, by
what means this wan is made whole: be it
¥nown unto you 21l, z2nd to all the psmople
of Isrzel, that in the nams of Jesus Christ
of Hagareth, whom ye crucified, whom God
ralsed from the dead, aven in hinm doth
this man gtand here before you whols.”

ATy

This healing was so definite thabt even the prejudiced eiders,
, . .t . 3e ; 5o
foould say nothing agsinst it." This healing power was not limited

to only the agostles for Philip posssssed it ss he ministered to the
Samaritanse. These slgns, however, were not an end in themselves, ror

were they to draw attention from the gosvel, for it is written:
And the muliitudes gave heed with one
ascord unto the things that wers spoken
snen they board and saw the
g which he did. For from wmany of
these that had wnelssn spirits, they
came out, crvines with & loud volce:
and mary that wers polsiaed, and that
were lame, were healed.?

sl
3%

Other instances could be sdded, but this is sufficient te

licts 3:13.
2hcts hib,
Fiets 419410,

uécts Lol

Siets 8:6,7.
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When God healed for this purpose, the Bible indicates that these

were always of & supernatural nsture. This is logicel, for healing
that came as a result of natursl processes would not serve ithis
purpose very well. However, when the blind, lame, criprled and
disessed, instantanecusly and suvernaturally were healed, it
became evident that these men and their messape came frow God.

It is also noted that in such instances, falith in Christ s
a healer was not always required on the part of the individusl who
wag healed. This obviously was the czse of thoss who wers raised
from the dead. It is also clear in the case of the man by the pool
of Bethesda. Although the man was wiraculously hesled, it was not
the result of faith in Christ a2s the Son of God, for it is stated
that he *Thst was healed knew not who it was?®, who hesled him, "For
Jesus had conveyed himself away."l

There is no indication that either Christ or his apostles
sver asllowed these signs to hecowe an end in themsslves, or to
gubtract from their gosyel ministry. Thess healings served as @
means to an end. After Christ had healed many at Siwmon's house, he
wags urped to remain but replied, ®let us go elsewhere into the next

- \ v 6l
towns, that I msy preach there also; for to this end come I forth.®

When Christ gave bis avostles their last orders it was, "Uo ye into

21l the world and presch the gospel to the whole creation.®™ 'Then

Christ stated that one of the sizns which would follow was the healing

1Jchn 5:13,

rtark 1138,
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of the sick. Thus Christ made it clear that hezling was to be con-

sidered as & sign, and not to be placed on the same basis as the

&

gosuel. The Apostles followed this pattern. The healing of 2Ensas
is pratber typical.

And there he found a certain man namad
ABneas, who had kept his bed eight years,
for he was palsied. And Peter said unto
him, Aness, Jesus Christ healeth thee:
arise, and mske thy bed. 4nd straightwey
he arose. &nd all that dwelt at Lydda
and in Shsron saw him, and they turned

to the Lord.+

It should zlseo bs added, that power to perform miracies does

not necessarily indlcats that an individusl is gent by Gods Pharaoh's

]

magicians wers also able to verform some of the wonders that God
. ¥ 8 . L™ 2 v .
worked through Foses and Aaron. Jesus salds

Many will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, 4id we not prophesy by thy name,
and by thy name cast out demons, snd
by thy name do wmany wmighty works? And
then will T profess unto them, I never
knew wou: devgrt from nme, ye that
work iniguity.

He also warned his discipless

For there szhall acsise false Christs and
false provhets and shall show signs and

Faad

n
wonders, that they may lead astray, if
possible, the elect. But tzke ye heeds
behold, I h&v& told vou all things
belorehand.

as an indication thnat

Thus one must not unconditionslly @nsider sign

Licts 9:33-35.
2Exodus e
Statthew 7:22,23.

:
£ w
Hark 13:22,23.
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a pergcen is divinely commissionsd. Jesus gave the following wmethod

of distinguishing between the true 2nd false prophets:

Besware of false prophets, who come to
you in shesp's clothing, but inwardly
are ravening welv&si By their fruits
ve shall knew them.

The Biblevalso indicates that great sizns ars not enough to
convince those who are wilfully ignorant. Several times the Fhare
isees rezlized that Christ had healed, but théy did not want to
accept His c¢lziwms, so in one instance they discradited the mirscle
because it was psrformed on the Sabbath.z Another time they
attributed it to the power of the Devil. Thus the reason why the
Fharisees refused to belleve was not because of lack of evidence,
but because of 2 moral comndition in the hesart. This is made ¢lear
by the question Jesus once asked them: '

How can ye belisve, who recsive glory

one of another, and the glory that
coreth from the only Uod ye seek not?

Ona question which arises in this commeelion is, "loes God
always aceredit his servant's ministry by working miraclies through
im®®  There is nething in the Jeriptures whieh indicate that this

guastion shouvld be znswer-d in the #£firmative. It is true that many

of the Cld Testament ororhets such &s Yoses, Elijah, and Elisha,

23

and many New Testament preachers such as Peter, John, Paul and

Stephen performed miracles, It is equally true, howsver, thst there

Liatthew 7:15,16.

2.,
“Jdohn G.

Ziobn Sehils,
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is no record of Timothy, Titus, Luke, and many other New Testament
miglsters ever perforuing mirsculous heallngs. Without controversy,
it i3 & "great thing"” to have Ced bless a person’s ministry with sisns,
but it is "greater® lo have it said of sny minister whalt was said
of John the Baptists

John indeed did no sign: bul alil things
whatsoever John spake of this man were
true.’ ind many believed on hiw there.
While God does not alweys work ¥signs and wonders® through
Fis ministers, yet it is olsin that God during Sible times often
aided his ministers to instantanecusly heal the sick to indleste

that they were sent of Yod. There iz no verse to indiecaie that this

may not still be His surpose for hesling some who sre sicke.

9 feo Provids Ztrenoth for Christian Service

Sometimes, according to the Bible, Tod heazled his children
that they might have added strensth to serve Him. 1ihis was apparente
1y part of the resson Peter's mother<inelsw wes healed, for zfter her
healing it is steted, *ihe ministered untc thew." After CGod had
revealed unte Anandas that Saul wss to be a "ehosen vessel unto we
[God ] to bear my nume befores the Gentllss and kings, and the Child-
ren of Esraai.”g Inaptas 12id his hands on Bsulis blinded eves.
Bind straightway there fell from his eyes as it were ﬁa&Lea, and he .

received his 8¢4ht.”3 Epaphroditus, whe was nigh unto death wa

; ; X ; s . b
restorad to health in order that he mizht serve the Apostle.

Loonn 10:41,82,
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There is no record where God sver healsd & sinful, sick person in

order that be wight continue his szme gourse.. Unce Christ told a

man whom he had healed,. ¥5in no more lest a worse thing befall

thea,’ e
When a person is not fully devoted to the Lord, it is
G fficult if not impossible to wray in faith for his bedily bhealing

spart from any spiritual healing. Oswald Smith s2aid he could enly
pray as follows for the sick sinner who wes concernsd only about his

bodily healing:

b
biede

Lord, hesl this wan; he is blind. Give
him his sight in order that he may see
the movies. Lord e is deaf. Cuuse
him to hear that he may 131 ste to the
vile Jokes of the vaudeville show. Ve
is dumb, Lord, glive him bﬁck his speech
that bhe may curse and swear, lie and
gossip as much as he likes, Lord, he
is lame, Hezl him thet he way enjoy the
dance, and amrw, his fingers are stiflf
with rheumatis w in order that
he may olay cards. TQPA, this man
ig very gick. Flease rw~tc him wholly
that he may sgrve the devil mﬁtn all his
heart., Amenl!”

Thus:

God deoes not heal us that we may be {reed
from limitations and 3nf3rm1itew and live
less restricted livea. He does not
deliver us Irom bodily suffering so we
may the more pursue our selfish interests.
e is not interested in raising us up
from gur alflictiors so that we ma
destroy these bodies Iin riotous living.
His gifts asre to bring glory to himself,~”

Lionn 5311

£

3

Swmith, The Great FPhysiclian, Op. Cite, pe 72-73.

Bﬁing@nberg, Jesus The Hesler, Ou. Cit., p. 118.
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As has already been stated, when God'ls purpose in healing
was to aceredit some messenger, the healingws zlways of & guper-
natural nature for only this tyyﬁ of healing would serve this
PUCDGES .

However, when God's purpose in healing is to merely bestow
health for service uron orne of Lis children, any tyre of healing,
ba it mirsculous or natursl, instantanescus or gradusl, would serve
this end. Conssquently some of the biblical instances of hesling

For this rurpose appear to be natural and gradual. When Paul

writes about Epaphroditus® recovery, he states merely, "God had

+

mercy on himoﬁl There is no indicsation that this was a miraculous

healing. On one occasion, Paul's spiritual son, Timothy, was
hindered in hls wministry by stomach trouble and infirmitiss. The

Holy Spirit chose to bring help to Timothy through the human instru-

me 1t was not by performing

i.wh
£

L
[ER

w

mentality of the Apostle Paul, bubt thi
some wmiracle as had often besen the case before, when he was working

wople whe were hearing the .ospel for the first time. Instead,

i}’s

ATMONE

i
&

the same Holy Spirit, whe had empowered him to perform these wirscles

of healing in the vast, inssired bim fto writs Timothy to find
healing through the use of natural mesns,
Summury

There are at lsast twe different ressons why God sometines
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grants bodily hesling: to serve as crsdentlials for his messengers
and to provide strength for Christian service.

It is important to besar the following things in mind when
God grents healing to serve as credentizale:

o In Bible tismes these heazlings were always of & super-
natural nature.

2. In Pible times this tyve of healing never was an end
in itself, but wsas the means of making the messsge wore effective.

3. In Zitvle times, soue whoe were not sent by God could
werform miracles too. Conseguently the ability to perform mirscles
in itselif does not guarsntes thzt & person has been sent by God.

4. Even the wiracles of Christ did not lead these to {eith
who were wilfully isnorant.

5. Cod did not accompany 211 of bhis servants with physical
wiragles.

Sometimes Jod grants healing to bostow chysicsl strength
to the believer for Christian service. +his, like the healing in
the precseding rcaragraph, 1z obviocusly a means te an snd and not
an end in itself. Unlike that ty.e of healing, however, which was
always of a supernatural nature, this iype of healling way cowms

gradually and through natursl means.






MEANS OF HEALING

The opening Chacler of this paper lists the six main causes
of disease as found in the Bible. Sinece there are a number of
causes for disease, it would not be surprising if God would elso
have a number of means by which to bring hesling. The Bible

1,

the case. Thess various means of healing

e

indicates that this is
can e pleced under two mein headings o sviritusl mesns, and natural
weans. Thesa corresvond to the two maln chuses of sickness - soir-

ttual and natursl csusss.

L. Spiritusl Yesns

1. Perscnal Faith

Faith played an iwmportant rart in many of the biblical heal-
ings. Jesus sald to the woman hesled of the issus of blood, PDaughtar,
thy faith hath wade thee whole.“l When the two blind men of Jericho
came to Jesus seeking healing, Christ asked them, "Believe Yo that
I am able to do this? They say unto him, Yea Lord, Then itouched he
thelr eyes seying, According to your falth be it done unto you, And
thelr eyes were @p@n@d.ﬂz To the Canzsnitish woman who scught heal-

ing for her daughter, Jesus said, "Ureast is thy faith: be it do

unto thee even ag thouw wilt. 4&nd her daughter was bhealed from that

Ltark 5134,

y
g o
¥atthew $:28,
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It is alsc stated that Christ limited his works on one
pecasion because of lack of faith.z It would be reascnsble to
agsgume that today the presence of faith still plays an lmportant

part in healing and that perhaps one of the reasons why CGod does

not many mighty works® todasy is because of unbelief.

Sowe believe thal it 1s impossible to have fzith for healin

unless a person @ccepts the theory that healing is zgrounded uncone

ditionally in the atonement. As one has written:

learly everyone knows that God does
haal some, but there is much in wodern
theclogy that prevents the people from
newing what the Bible Glﬁwfij teaches
it bealing ils provided for ALL. It
is im%csaible to boldly claim by faith
blessing which we sre not sure Uod
srz, because the blessings of Ood
1 be claimed only where the WILL of

is known, trusted and acted upon.

14
]

© bk ok

L 00
5

The sime author alsc wrote,

This argument (that healing is condi-
ticnally provided in the atonement)
forces ug to sbandon all of Cod's
definite prowises to bsal ALL who

ask; promises which are found in

the WOHD OF GOD which are supposed

to give us faith. This argument forces
us to ssek a speciszl revelation from
the Spirit of Ocd two determine whether
or nqt God wills to hesl each case.’

lyatthew 15:28,
Zratibew 13:58.

S0sborn,Healing the Sick and Casting fut Devils, Que Cite, pe

!
"%Ehi:::‘u, Pe 1??»

10,
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From this they resasorn that if you are not certain that it is God's
will to heal you, then youv will have doubt, snd since healing comes
25 a result of faitg instead of doubt, you will probably never be
healed.
When one comes to helieve that it is Ged's will to heal all
and consequently to heal him, then he must claim‘his healing, dis-
regarding his symptoms and healing will come. As Bosworth wrote:

Faith always blows the ram'®s horn
before, not after the walls are doun .
o o Faith rests on far more solid
ground than the evidence of the
senses and that is the Word of God
which ‘ablideth forever.! Qur senses
may decelive us, but Godts VWord never!

Hence thoss seeking healing are admonisheds

Hever emfass your *feelings.!

They are zlways weakening to faith.
There will always be a conflict
between ygur feeling and the Word
of faith.

When those who bhold te this position, are neot rerfectly healed,
there of course can be but one logical explanation - not enough
faith, The extent of healing, therefore, becomes & barometer to
one's faithe.

Torrey, commenting on this type of f2ith healing wrotes

Of course, there is & hesling powsr of
~a--certain-kind in this asserting that
you are well, or that 'day by day in
every way, you are getting better and

better, ' but it is certainly not
Divine healing, it is self hesling .
s o This is not much different from
the method of Christian Sclence.

1nosworth, Christ the Healer, Ope Cite, pe 99,100
zﬁsbcrn. Ope Cite, pe 110,
5R. 4. Torrey, Divipe Healinz, Op. Cite, D 30



MeDonald addss
The Hew Testament furnishes no examples
of cure where the sick continued battling
with the disease for weeks and months,
refusing all remedles, and when nature
at last rallied, and partial health was
restored, it was taken as a3 veritable
case of Divine Heslings » . But there
are many who claim to heve been cured
nany times of the same disesss o «
It woulid ssem that the work of Christ
if it be His work 1s very unrelisble,
goarcely @%ualling that of the ordinsry
physicisn.

Alcong this same line Dr, Schofield writes, "I know many
people who have been cured (?) for three or four yesars, but still
walt its manifastatiom&“z

4zain it becomes apparent that Christians differ. The
question however, that needs to be settled in the light of the
Seripture is this, "Can the Christian hsve falith to believe God for
his werscnal healing even though he does not believe it is Jod's
will to heal everybody?” In Genesis, it is rscorded that God made
known his special will to Abraham, prcomising him 2 son when both
he and Sarah “were past asge.” On the basis of this spescial, personal
promise Abraham "waxed strong through»faith.“3 angd ®Sarash herselfl
received power to concelve seed . » .« 8ince she counted him faithful

who had pramised.“@ Hannah pleaded no universal promiss, but God

gave her the assurance she should have a ¢hild. God mads clear, by

1¥eDonald, Modern Faith Hesling, QOp. Cit., pe 16.

281fred 7. Schofield, A Study of Faith Hesling (Wew York:
Fleming He Revell Co., neds), pe 32.

3%@mﬁns 4220,

Qﬁsbr@ww 11:13.
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ezled. The

g

a special revelation to Hesekish, ithat he would be
leper of Mark I prayed, "ilord, if thou wilt," and he was hsaled.
RIf Christ honored this form of prayer when the lerper ayp&aied to
Him, will He deny us when we pray the sane way?“l In the light of
the Seriptures it bscomes apparent that Yod is alsc sble to reveal
to the believer when a request is net His will. Paul wréte con-
gerpning his "thorn in the flesh,® Yloncerning this thing I bescught
the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me,"® but Uod revealed
to him that this was not His will. If God were able to make lis
srecial will wlain to the peovle of Bible times, it is reasonable
to suppose that He cen do 80 now.

James writes, "Ye have not, because ye ask aot.”B Parhaps
it would be safe to say that many are not heszled because they have
naver consulied God in this matter. In several instances, Christ,
"Seeing their iaith,“& granted His healing touch. I8 it not logical
to believe that if man had grester faith Cod would still make Hime
self wanifest in thig way?

As important s&s personal falth is in bringing bodily hesling,
it is not the only means 1listed in the Pible, Dr. William Orr, who
hes carefully studied this subject wrote, ”fully 2 third of the

recordsd healings of the Bible have no refersnce &t all teo reqired

lFitch, The Healing Delusion, Op. Cite, pe 49.
233 Corinthiang 12:8,
3Jamas L2,

Mpare 2155 7129,
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2. Obedisnce

Semetimes the afflicted individusl was asked to obey some
simole command. When he had cobewed, the healing csme. For Haaman,
it meant to dip seven times in the Jordsn: the blind man was bidden
to wash at th@ Pool of Salodm. Naaman almost went howe without
belng cursd. Fe ssemed to have grest faith, for he traveled a long
way to see Elisha, and brought monsy to offer him as a

ling. However, he was not hesled uhtil he obeyed.

3 Confession

James wrote, Teonfess therefore your sins one to another that
ye m%y be healed.” Zince wman confesses teo God his gins against Uod,
it would seem that this confession to one snother would aprly to nals
sins or offenses against a brother. If threse are respensible for

2

illnsss, then when they are confsssed, healing will come.

L, Fzith of Uthers

There are sevsral csses where Uod granted healing to a

suffering individual, on the basis of somsone else's faithe This

Nad

was the case in ithe h=aling of the centuriank scm;z the demoniacy

oy

o 4 , s
“the-Hoblenan s gon; wﬁndfthe~8yrewhﬂenlﬁian-wcman‘5f'Thﬁae geem-to

Lorr, Does God Heal, Ope Cite, pe 7.
ZHatthew 8:5-13.

Jpatthew 17,

“4John Usibe53,

5%ark Te



be cases where the sick individusl was in svch z serious aomaié&Bn

that he

.'H

s unable to seek belp for himself.

<\\\

5. The Prayer of Faiib

James wrote that the sick person should ecall for the elders

i
o the' church who would,

..;

: ray ovar hlm, asncinting him with oil

in the name of the Lord:; and the prayer

of fa§+h shall save hin that_is sick and

the Lord shall raise him up.
Thig verse statss who is qualified to seslk healing in this way.
This is implied in the question, "Is any among you sick?®™, thus
it refers to any Christian, {(for it says among you}, who is sick.
The lmpliecsztion is that the person is so gick that he cannot get
out, but must send for the elders 4o come to hiwm.

Re &, Torrey commerting on this verse says thst the person

in this condition is to %send for the elders of the church.”

He is not to send for some selfw
aopointed busy-body who goes about

with & 1ittle botile of oil to ba
ged
"y

g

in his loudly-advertised
"mipistry of hesling®™ to whizh he
has been called, or Tuanclies he has
besen callsd » + « He is not to
fattend meeltings for three days®
{or three hours or tkre@ m*nutws}

o

to get under the spell of parcho.
legicsl influences, Jﬁﬁt are akin
to Couelistic auto-suggestively

therapeutic in$1uenae$. ?@ ig not

to be brought into the mesmeric
atmostiiare 0f & mesting where there
is skilfully-planned, highly-emotion-
al music and swaying of tha body and
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pasgingg of the hand and shouts of
hallelujshs, that excite the lmsge
instion and Lthrill the body. lo,

he is to "call for the slders of the
church, and let them op ‘y ovar him®
in the calwm and %Ul@u of ths bom@.l

This verse states thet the healing in this instanes

hingss on "the praysr of faith.” It is obvicus that no man can
belisve Uod to do something which is outside the orbii of Goed's
will., Hence, the vrayer of faith is one which is in keeping with
that will. Two werses down, James pives an example of the vrayer
of Pfaith, It ias

One which originates in heave a1, for

#lijeh's prayer, before it was offered

was given to Him by the Holy Spirit,

which fact revealed to him the will of

God and thus made him bold to ask for

the thing desired.

This verse sitates what happens when the elders pray the

Faith over a sick men. "The Lord will raise him up.®

ey
i

&
a
g
o
iy
=y

This wmay be instentansous or gradusl, but if the prayer of faith

has bsen prayed, there will be real healing.

7o Apginting with Qi1

This is wentioned in two places. In Mark it reads, "and
they (the apostlss] cast oul many demons, and snointsd with oil
_many that were sick and healed them." The other passage is the

one just refered to in James. From reading Leviticus 8:10 through

lTorrey, Cp. Cike, ve 12,13,

zFrast, ¥iraculous Healing, Op. Cit., p. 86.

Suaric 6:13.



verse twelve, it becomes apparent thal anointing was an act of

dediestion or conseora %Jon, when used in reference to the taber-
nacle. Thus, when the sick person was anointed with oil, it was
an act of dedieation or consseration, implying & full surfender
of the person’s hands, feet, lips and entire body inte the hands

of Ged to be & u@mg&@ of the Holy Splirit.

8. Laying on of Hands

4 Y \ 1 3 1 l
Uhrist often healed the sick by laying Eis hands upon them.

R s 2
aul received his sight sfter Ananiss laid his hands ucon biw.
When Paul discovered that the fatner of Publius lay sid of a

fever, he "entersd in, snd prayed, and lasying his hands on bim

hesled him. "3 Christ seid eoncerning those who should believe

in hiw, ®they sheall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

Q¢ {ifte of Hesling

In I Corinthians, chanter twelve, Faul, under tre guidance

of the Holy Svirit lists nine spliritual ¢ifts whiceh are set in

the church. One of these is the gift of healing. The other eight

att

are in the interest of the scul. The fact that the gift of healing

is listed as one of the gifts "set® in the chureh offers sirong

evidence that it is CGod's will to heal throughovt the chureh are,

for as Cewald Smith wrote,

Lruke l:l0; HMark 5:35; 8:22; Luke 13:11-13; =and many other
2icts 9117,
Sicts 28:8.

mark 16218,
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If it was not Godis will to continue :
His healing ministry, then why should N
such a gift be given, Doss He bestow
unnecegsary g£ifts? Id he not intend

it to be used?

10, Zrayer Cloth
There is but one refsrence to this means of healing, which
is recorded in connection with Paults ministry at Ephesus. 7The
Record states:
And CGod wrought special wmiracles by
the hands of Paul: inscmuch that unto
the sidt were carried away from his
body handkerechiefs or apreons, and the

diseases departed from,them and the
evil spirite went out.”

11l. Satsnie Power

Hot all spiritusl weans of healing are of God, for the Bible

relates seversl miracles performed by the power of Satan. One

*

example of this was the power of the Hgyptian magicians te turn

thelir rods inte serpents., I Saten working throvgh wen ceould
do these things, it is not difficult to also believe thet he could
werform bodily healings. ¥r. Fmpson wrote:

If he rthe Devil) has power to inflict
111 bealth upon the body, 1 see no
resgson why he should not, if he plesse,
open the back door and get out and lesve

~the-body wells —Ef-Batan-had vower to
bind 2 woman in Christ's time for

lﬁmith, The Creat Physician, Op. Cite., pe 39,40.

2hets 19:11,12.



gighteen years, he had nower to
unbind her just as guickly.

Pastor Blumbzrdt, the Lutheran healer in Gsrmany during the nine-
teenth century wrote:

Satan's supreme stroke in Jesus!?

day was to hsve the people believe
that He wrought miracles and healed
the sufferer asnd cast out demons

by the ocower of demons or the Frince
of Demons. How the tables are
completely turned. He is saying,
B2ll miracles are of God.® Multitudes
believe thisz, but all are not of God.
The true fact is Zatan works wiracles
today, yet he does it to dﬂc@ivg, to
rain, to rob of faith and love.

Ao J. Gordon wrote, "Our lord has sxpressly warned us of them
[false miracle workers), and told us to test them, not by thelr
vower, but by tbeir fruits; holiness, humility, and homage to the

3

name of Jesus.”

B, Hatural Heans

3ince the Bible teaches thet a greut deal of sickness is
the result of sgiritual and mental causes, it is not surprising
that it lists so wany spiritusl means of healing. The guestion,
however, which often arises, is, "Should a Christian ever use any
other than spiritusl wmeans to secure his healing?® The answer
to this gquestion is generslly determined by the individual fs theories
as to the causes of sickness, and as to the relationship of healing
to the atonewent. Thus Siwpson, representinsg those who tesch that

healing is unconditionally provided by the atonement, wrote, "The

lsimpson, The Four-Fold Gospel, Op. Cite, e 520

2¢.4. Blumbardt, Pastor Blumbardt (Washington D.C.:Voice of
Deeper Truth, nsde),pe 67

3Gordon, The Ministry of Healing, Op. Cite, pe 370
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nd suffering are distinctly trzced to the fall

18]

causes of dlsease
and sinful state of man;® therefore, since it is a ®part of the curss
of gin, it must have iis true remedy in the grast ?@Q@myﬁioﬂ.al

Consequently:

Sveryithing that comes through Chris

wust come as grace. There can be no
works mingled with jJustifying falithe.
fven so, our healing must be wholly

of God, or not of grace at all. If
Chrigt heals, He wmust do it alone.

This principle ought to settle the
gquestion of using "means® in cone
nection with faith for healing. The
natural and the spiritual, th@ earthly
and the heavenly, the words of man and,
the grace of God cannot be wivxed o o

Straton, the Hew York Clty Baptist preacher, held to these

princinies btaught by Simysan, vut wade ths following concessim,

4]
4
P
]
v

They inaturadl means) seenm to be primarily
for the naturzl wan and these who do not
tnow the full truth. Divine Healing, on
the other hand, is for thosse who fully
trust the Lord and have the £aith to

walk with Mim withoul any human cruich

or dependence whatsocever.-

Equally sincers and godly men disagree with the position hsld
by these men. J. Budson Tavlor, of the China Inland Mission, who
himself was often wirsculously healed, wrote:

The use of means ought not to lessen
our faith in God, and our faith in God

1Simpsan, Coe Cite, ve 30

21bide, . 41

3John foach Straton, Divine Healing in Seripture and Life
({ew Tork: The Christisn Alliance Pub. Co., 1927}, o. = 60,




cught not to binder cur using what.
ever means He has given us for use,

i
i
3 : .
to me it would appear as presumpbucus
use of those

) and wrong to naglect the
‘ weans which He Himself has put within

cour reach as to negleact to take dally
food, and suprose that 1ife and healib

o
s might be maintained by vreyer alone.
/
% amous missionary to the Hew Hebrides, wrots,

Jomn Faton, the fau

g ! :
Ly I have ever most firmly believed, and
/ de belleve, that only when we use every
/ Jawful and possible nsang of pressrve
ation of our 1ifs « « . can we expect

Ao a
/ God to orotect us, or have Hﬁ»igﬁ right
to nlead his oreclous promises.

/
. Kelso Carter tells of visiting Dr. Cullis, under whose winistry
cf faith wany, indluding &. B. Zmpson were miraculeously healed. Dr.

Cullis took a small bottle from his pocket and said,
Yow I know this will stop my headache

in a few minutes. HKnowing that, T think

it would be wrong to trouble the Lord

about it, or expscht Him Lo effect the

cure in any unusual way.

Felso Carter, giving his personal testimony, states that
for years he held Yo the "unconditional hesling® theory. Consequently
he was opposed to the use of natural means in treating his constant
heart asilment. e earnestly soughi God in faith for his healing, but

without success. Later he had such noted bealers as A, Jo Gordon,

Lidoiph, Hesith Shall Soring Forth, Ou. Cite, pe 11b.
gﬂart@r, "Faith Ussling® Reviewed, Qu. 8it., p. 125-126.
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Dre Cullis, A. Be Simpson and J. 4. Dowie pray with bim for his
healing, but with only the sume disap ointing resulis. Then, as a
result of diligent Bible study and prayerful considers tmaa. he lsid
aside the "unconditional theory" and begsn to use medi cin@. In a
short time he was completely cured, and wasg zble to "accomglish
more in six menths than bhe had been able to do in thres years,®

It is interesting and of =some value to note what godly men
have thought in this connection, but before fexa*ng an opinion on
this subject, the Christian will want to know what the Bible has

to say in regard to nstural means.

e———

1f Mot

On one oceasion peorls took bhandkerchiefs and aprons from
the body of Paul and placsd them on the sick and healing resultad.z
However, when Faul's cwn "son in the gospel” was sick he did not
follow this uractise, but under the insrviration of the Holy Spirit

urged & slight dhange in diet.

sl

2 a3t

God zet aside one day in svery seven for rest. This was not
Just an occasion of switching frow manual work to the religious work

of Sundsy Scheol classes and gospel zervices, bul real rest.

B¢ Sapltalion

In Leviticus God stated that 1¥ any of the Israslitss’? houses

were plapusd with leurosy:

lipide, p. 128,
2hets 19:10-12.



seraped within round ebout, and they
shall zour out the mortar, that they
scrape off, without the city into an
unclesn places And they shall take
other stones, and put ther in the
rlace of those stenes; and he shall
tzke other.mortar, and shall plaster
the house.

A1l that ceme into contact with such a house were told to %wash

o

their clothes.® These v%rse» no doubt had a spiritusl apslication,

but the sanitary precsutions alsc seem obvious,

i
i

4. Zspletien

ﬁ;yowa whao cwn&raatci leprosy was wlaced cutside the camp and
2

;

canded to "dwell alone.™

/

5 ;élim&ta /

i

‘,
iy

¥ It is of interest tm note that God did nol promise the Isrsel-

. -.

aft the land of Eyypt and were on

/iief health until after thay ha

their way to Canasn. The strongest promise of beslth is found in

1

D@aﬁeréﬁomy seven which is conditionsd upon their dwelling in the
land. These faots indicsaie that perhans one of the ways (od was

#oing to make Israel a healthy nation was by bringing them to a
healihier land. Carter uses graphic language to degscribs what th@
living conditions were like for the Israelites in Egypt.

Think of the nation of Israel dwelling
in £ilthy hovels bullt of Hile wmud and
straw, standing in the reeling soil by
the river, in long, unshaded rows, with
no wossible drainags, no decent provision
for the removal of offal and refuse, no
time for vathing, no money to purchase

Liaviticus Tl 42,
ZIbide, 13:46.



change of raiment, no hours of rest
beyond the few of the night's cessation
from awlful toll . . no propar food
from childhood up,

Wnat & contrast this was fo the land 1o which Jod brought them -

a land that flowed with milk and honey, provided pood drainage, and

offered a perfect climste.

P )

b, Exercise

£

As Andicated asbove, God's promise to make Israsl a healthy
nation hinged upon twe conditions - obeying God's laws and abiding
in Canzan. The 0ld Tastoment makes it clear that living habits of
this lend provided much exercises For one thing most of thew were
farmers, so consequently sgent wuch of their time cut of doors. [Lven
the levites, whose activities were of = lighter nature were given land
where they could raise crops and livestock. In addition to this,
thres times 2 year @1 the wen ware required to itravel to Jerusaien.
For most of them, this meant wallkdng. UOnce & year the entires nation

wag regquired to live in booths for a week, Thus it is bQViO&S that

life in the 0ld Testament Canaan provided plenty of whelesowme exercise.

Some who ars opposed to the Christisn ever zoing to the doctor
for aid guote II Chronicles 16:17,18, whiech reads:

Aga was dissased in his feet, his disease
WaS excpaglng great, vyet in his disease he
gought not to Jehovah bu* to the physiclians
frd Aza slept with his fathers.

Loarter, Op. Cite, pe 48.
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Boggs takes the position that, according tc Deuteronomy 24:8, the
priests were God's suardian of the psople's health. These physiclians
mentionsd in this passage were not only godiess, bul were alsoc
Tignorant guacks.”

The sin of isa, tharefore, was not thet

he sent for a doctor: it was rather that

~he shut OGod and God's anpointed fgentg of

healing out of his sick chamber.

Perhaps Boges is rsading too much into this verse, but the most tha

Wv*«

can be sald about this verse 1s that the trouble here was not that
he scuzht the chiyveicians, but "‘a;mt he scught net the Lord.

Christ in hisz winistry ssid, “they that areshole have no nsed
of a ghysician, but they that are sick, "2 Although He healed many

that wers sick, he never spoke 2 word agzainst elther doctors or

medicine. Iuke was a physiclian and apparently never dropped this
title, as some sazy, for yesrs after Pentecost, Paul r@fe:raé to him
a5 the "beleoved physician;” The fact that he used the adjective
fhelovedt indlcated that Paul held hiw in honor, inshtead of disrepute,
for Wis wrofession. The Holy Spirit used this physician to write two
£ the books of the Few Testsment. Thus while the Binle wmentions

doctors en several cccasions, it wver does so in a derogalory way.

8. Fedicine
The 01d Testament provhets, under the inspiration of the Holy

Spirit often spoke of the use of medicines in a spiritusl sense. This

*m@wgs. Faith Hezling and the Christian Faith, Op. Gite, pe 42,
2.

Mark 2:17.
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was true of Zs&’“h,l of Jaremiah,z and of Ezeki@l;s If God wers
opposed to medications, it would seem logical that He would have
inspired his orophiets to use other illustrations.
Jesus in telling of the man who fell among robbers, stated
that the Samardtan treated him with oil and wine., The wine pownsessed

® -

a d;ﬂznfect¢ﬁé apent wileh is used in wany medicines now, and the
ol sontained healing wroperties which are to be found in salves at
the drug store. Christ speaking through John in the Revelation,
counselled thw Laodicean chureh to spiritually buy Y"eyesalve® and
to “angin§ﬁthin€ gyes, that thou mayest see,“@ Thus the Bible often
refers to the use of medicines, but never in a derogatory way.
'gncther "trong indication that Christizns should uvse natural
mﬁams; is thet the Bivle records no csse wiere God granted healing
whlch gould be oblained by natursl msans. Christ hsaled those who
Jwere blind, crippled, deafl, dumb, of whom it could be said that they

could not Tbe healed of sny.” Thers is no record where Christ or

anyone healed an individual with a broken arm, sn sbeessed tooth, o

any disability which could be corrected by natural mearns. Thus, in
Bible times thers is no record of Gedibing for man what wman could do

for higself. However, there sre many instances where {Jod did for

man what he could not do for hinself,.

“izekiel 47:12.

HRevelation 3:19.



Sarmary

The Bible lists both spiritual and natursl means for bodily
healing. The spiritusl means include:

1. FPersonal faith

b, aith of others
5. The Frayer of faith
6. fAnointing wiﬁh ol
7s Laying on of hands
1. Giftg off healing
9s  Frayer cloths
10. Satsnic Fower
The nztural means of hesling include:
1. Diet
2. Hest
3. Sanitation
4. Tsolation

5 » C: 3 iﬁi «E‘W

S Y¥edicine

iz far ss the scriptures are congerned, it is legitiwmate
for the Christian to uss any ons or a cowbinatlion of these weans,
with the obvious exception of Satanic Power, in ssseking for bodily

healing.



CHAPTER VI

THE PLACE OF HEALING IN THE WORK OF GOD'S MINISTER



CEAPTER VI

MLIRG I THE

THE PLACE OF

It goes without guestion that healing plsyed an important
part in the ministry of Christ and the farly Church. The time

that Christ sent oul his apostles two by two, le gave thew power
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*over unclean spirits,
of disessss znd 21l wanner of Si&kn@SEa“1 Later Ho sent out seventy
others and told them to "hesl the siek.”z is Christ gave Hi
and Oreat Comndssion, He stated, %ind these sizns shall accompany
them that believe . . . they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall racov&r.”g The question, however, srises, "Doss the
Hible teach that hezling should continue throughout ithe church
azet® The scripture indicates that it should.

g

According to Yark's account of the Ureat Comwission, Christ
stated that throughout the church age two things should follow

ag 2 resull of faith: "He that bslieveth and is baptized shall be
saved,? and Pthese signs shall accompany them that belisve o o &

they shall lay their hands on the sick and they shall recover.®

Several things asbout this passage need to be noticed, They were

1?aﬁthew 1021,

21uke 10:9.
’%‘Mu &~ %
~“Mark 16,17,18.

ﬁarx 16:16,18.
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to vreach the rospel. This apparently wmeant that they were to

preach salvation, not hesling, for it states, "He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved.® Healing was not vlaced on & pap
with smalvation, but was listed as one of the siyns which should
sceomoany them that belisve. It is 2lso important to note thst

wnile the verb "believe® is used in both cases, there is a change

in musber from the in(ulur to the ﬁlar i1 fer%O ¥He (personall

33)

thet believeth and is baptized sitall be saved.

These signs shall s ceomyany them [cal190t1vﬁl that bellsve.
Thus while not a1l wossess the gifts of healing, some do possess
thew, so they rsmain in the church.

fnother ﬁcfiptu?@ which indiecates that healing should rewmsin
in the church is I Oorinthians, chapter twelve. Here h@al ng is
listed as one of the gifts that the Holy Spirit hes placgd in the
churche There is no statement that sny of these were to be
withdrawn.

James 5:14,15 reads, “Let them ythe sgldersl pray over him,
anointing him with ol in the name of the ZOrq, and the orayver of
faith shall save hiwm that is sick and the Lord shall raise him ug.z
Those who were to be instrumental in bringing the bezaling were
not the apsestles, nor those with the pifts of hesling, but wers the

o

elders, theose “x&n mcst 11x@lv to bﬂ wwth%n reach of every sufferer

e

Liones 5:14,15.



the men who are to continuve till the end of the ag@.ﬁl

& careful examination of these pusssges indicates that
there are several factors which, at least to 2 certzin extent,
determine the effectiveness of the church's ministry. The {irst
of these is & wisslonary zeal. In esach instance where Christ gave
His followers oower over disease, it was in connection with taking
the gospel message into new arvess. It is interesting to note
that many of those who have been used of God in this way have
been missionsry minded men - Murray, Siwpson, Oswald Smith, Hudson
Taylor, John Paton, Bisbop Taylor and others. ¥Faith is another
fagtor which is conducive to the church's healing winistry. In
both Mark and James hesling is dependent upon the faith of the one
ministering to the sick. The pagsare in I Gorinthians, chapter
twelve, makesz clear that the work of ithe Holy Spirit is z thivd
factor which determines the effectivensss of the church’s healing
winistry. ‘Thus the Bible indicates that it is God's purpose that
bodily healing should ever be & part of the church's tolal program
and that the effectiveness of this winistry will be determined, at
least in sowe de:ree, by the church's wmissionary zeal, faith and
obadisnce to the Holy Spirit.

Since healing is a part of the church's ministry, ithe

2

Christian worker should make certain that this phsse of his work

eoincides with the YWord of Gode 7To do this the minister must

avold twe dangers. First, he must not neglect it. If he fails

~

lﬁimpﬁcn. Gospel of Henline, Op. Cite, ve 23
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to lead His coﬁgw@yaflen in this arez, they will miss one of the

e ysicai hl@ﬁ%ingﬁ which God intended for the church. 0Often,
however, it doss not stop here, for some o elsswhers seelting this
heritare which should be theirs. In thelr search for that whiech

is secondary - healing - they sometives lose that which is primary -
their faith. The other danger is to the other extreme - making
healing either equal or superior to the gospel. COhrist stated that

the church's primary Jjob was te "preach the gospel to the whole

of the gospel.
There are three places where the Christian minister can

repare himself for and fulfill this vhase of his ministry: in

he study, inthe pulplt, and 4n the sick room.

L. ;L_g the Study

The CThristisn minister cannot do jJustice to this part of
bis work, if he iz ipgnorant of what the Bible teaches along this
ling. As in every ares of doctrine, he needs to know mors than

just & few proof texis to yrove whatever theory he msy hold. He

mugt have & clear understanding of the total teaching of seri ture

[

onn this subject.

However, it is going to take more than sn zcademic knowledge

of this subjsct to do this Job. The minister must also be & man
J
£ faith. Jomes sald it was the prayer of faith that would save

the sick. The context sxplains thalt this prayer of faith is to

&
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ba prayed by the elders. The Cospels tell how some of Christ's
arostles, once tried to cast oul 2 demon hut falled.  VWhen they agk@ﬁ
desus for tre reason he replled, "Becsuse of your little {aiih,”
or as Mark stated it,‘”Tbig kind can come out by nothing save by

2 s s
i The wminister, therefore, must asvoid that whiich would

LLAFErs
hinder his falith and careflully vpersue that which would increase it.

To fulfill this phase of one's calling, the winister nmust

slso obey the Holy Spirit. Thers is no record of Jesus'! performing
any miracle until after the Spirit descended upon Him. Chrisik,

gpeaking to His apostles sald, "Ye shall recsive power, when
the Holy Spirit is come upon y@u.”3 Christ alsc wade it plain

that, "ipart from me ye cen do nothing® « ¢ « but . . « ¥He that

. . . i
soidath in we and I in him, the same besreth mueh £ruit.® B, Jde

Gordon has writien,

These did not belong to the twelve, to

that speeial and separated body of disciples
with whom it has been said that the gifts
were intended to remsin. It was not to
Gtephen an dkﬁﬁti but “"Sitephen a man full

&

of faith and g r“ that ®did ‘“W%E wonders
znd wiracles Qwon the peo le.® We in these

days cannot be 8193*768, but we are commanded
to be "filled with the Spirit"; thersfore we
are at Isast required snd enjoined to have
Stephents qualifications.

4

If, while in the study, the winister fzils to prepars

Luatthew 17120,
~3“ark G125,
Shets 1:8,

“iomn 15:5.

b

G

Stordon, The Ministry of Healing, Op. Cit., pe 28,
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himgell intellectually and spiritualily for this ministry, it will
be difficult, if not iwmpossible for God to usslim in this respect

outside the study.

If the minister has diligently spplied himself in the
atudy, he will be able to handls Yaright the Word of truth® in
the pulpit. As he states the clear Bible teaching on this subjsct
it will prevent the wembers of his congregation from being,

carried zbout wlith every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of wmen,
in cra{timess, after the wiles of

Brrol.

he has nroperly done this before some fanatical preacher

g
F)

hag come to town, it will not be nscessary to do much of it after
he comes to town. Too often that which is done at such a tive is
oo 1ittle, too late.”

At tlwes, however, 1t mizht bacome necessary for the
minister to spesk cut in regard to 2 certain *healer.® AL such
times, he should be careful to cobserve the following orinciples
1aid down in the Bible:

1. One should not criticize another before he has carefully
examined hlmself. dJesus sald, "And why beholdest thouw the wote that
is in thy brother's sye, but considerest not the beam that is in

ne

thine own sys. Ferheps i¥ the Church had bsen more faithfuvl in

lﬁph@sians 4li,

bt
“¥atthew 73,
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parforming this vart of its ministry, there would not be so many

¥

@
o
¥

extremists. If thi true, then part of the blame must rest upon
the Church itself.

2. One should not aliow Jealousy to influence his judgement
of another mén's ministry. Jobn once complained to Christ, "Teacher,
we gaw one cisting cul demons in thy nsme and we forbade him,
beesuse he followsd not us.® It is well to note the reply of the
Master, "Forbid bhim not . « . for he that is net spainst us is
for us;”l

3. One should not base his Judgement of & parson upon
public ovinion only. Hicodemus gave sound advice when he asked
the Sanhedran, "Doth our law Jjudge & man, except it first hear from
hizself and know what ne doeth?®®

4. Cne should keep in mind thet vengeance belongs to the
Lord and that Cod iz well able to protect His Word. Gamaliel's

3

nradiction still

¥]

roves trus today, if "ihis work be of wmen, it

#

will be overthrown; but if it is of God, ye will not be able to
overthrow ther, "3

5. Cne should be lozieal in his evaluation. There are no
doubt many instances where individuals apparently recsive no help
when prayed for by the faith hesler. Ope wust be careful and not
conclude from the fact only that none are healed, or that there is

nothing to sviritual healing. IThere are many who rublicly seek

J.s fi
“Mark 9:38-40,
2-

dJeokn 7:51.

3scts 5:38,3%.
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salvation, and even glve evidence for a while of a transformed l1ife,
but later go even deeper into sin. Yel the OChristian would not
on the besis of thess cuses reason thsl God's grace is not sufficient
to keep the Christian from sin.

Cne should keep in wmind that godly men often differ con

13

nad differences of opinions but were

bt

some voints. Ieter and Pau
able to work ltogether, for their Learts were united in the sare
causa. Uod statsd that in His judgment lie looks prismarily at the
hesrt. He hias blessed many sincers and godly men who have
considered hedling to be unconditionally grounded in the atorement.

,

This list includes men such ss A. B. Simpson, Andrew Marray, and

Oswald Smith. Je has also blsssed the healing winistry of men
who did not bold this theory. This list includes such nen as
Blumhardt, Lorthea ?Quﬁal, Dr. Cullis, B, A. Torrsy, and others.
Thus in vassing Jjudgment, the attitude of the heart receives
precedence over the theory of the head.

However, the Christisn is warned not to apply these same
princirles of charity when vital doctrines are ab stake, dJohn,
in his eristles, warnad the Christian to have ne fellowshipat
2ll with those who deny the doctrine of the Incarnation. Christ
warned his folicuwers *hat false Christ's would arise, but that they
should not follow them. He added; "By their £riits ye shall know
‘them.”

Perhape it would be best to conclude by saying that before
passing Judgment upon any individual Phesler® one should be careful

that his remarks are based ugon known facts and that they are in
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n harmony with the above Bible principles.
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The preacher should he eareful that his ministry along

tiis does not west the need
nor does it agres with SBeri 1$uf®. His preszching orn this subject
should cause the congrega te realize the follewing Bibliecal

truthss \

\
1. Sickness cften has ﬂar&ﬁ implications, This is freguently

God's way of trying to oDeint out ﬁgiQ*Q in the Christian's 1ile

n

which need to be corrscted.

He who chancseth not is as
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2. Cod ecan

able to hesl now as He was in Bihle %Bmes.

[

3. Cod has made vrovisions Q bo§z¢J healing in the
\;

Jod has given scme the gifts of he ‘ ng and has promised to raise
up the sick in answer to the elders' prayer of faith.

he The afflicted individual must take the initiative in
seeking healing. This is tree in vractliceally every case recorded
in the Bible. Farnah was in "bitterness of soul® as she vrayed

1 God told Issiah to tell the

for her limitation to he removed.
dying Hing Hezeklah, "I have heard thy vprayer, I have seen thy

tearss behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years."

Food

I Samuel 1:10.

\)

s»..

alal 38:5.



stopped and

K

-

The blind beggar of Jeriche eried oul unitil Christ

| -

The woman with the issue of bLlood pushed her way

hreng in ordar to touch the hem of the Master's garment

et
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and £in? nealing.” Those who are too sick to go cut were commanded

by James to take the initiative by gending for the slders.

{

5. Those who are well have the privilege and ressonsibllity
f helping the sick person find hesling. The elders of the church
{aopare tzy both the clergy and lay elders) are to rray for the
sick when called upon to do so. This responsibility to the

sick, howgver, is not liwmited to the officers of the church, for

uhyast said tnaﬁ the believer "shall lay hands on the sick sand they

c%"

e minister preaches these Bible truths from the Pulplt,

faith will rise, for "beliefl cometh of hearing and hearing by the

o)

Word of Christ."d Uhen these prowises are bslieved and acted upon,

211 healing within the orbit of lJod's will will come, for Jod has

&

cromised to send it.  As the congregation sess genuine cases of

hesling in its own church, there will be 1littls temptation to

gegle 1t in some farnaticsl group. This is ng doubt the best way

i, fuke 18: 35-4‘_)-
Harls 5.

Svark 16:18.

K ames 5315,

Jfiomans 10:17.



to solve the problem of Chiristian teopls sasking hesling from

quegtionable jroups.
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As an outgrowth of oreaching what the Bible says in regard
to this subject, the minister will perhaps often be called upon

to pray for the sick as prescribed in James, The usse of the

Y

plural in this case i-~dicates that this is the privilege and

i,
ragronsibility of both the clergy and lay eldsrs. ag th

elders go to the sick room 1t is well to keep in wind the thought
surgested by Dr. Cullis when he said,

The promise is vlain, 'Let any sick among

youl! - that ig among Christians - teell
for the elders.!® Mow I am sure that I

am &n elder. If czlled, I must cbey

the dirsction, ‘Let them sray ancinting
wltn cil in the name of the Lord.' That
is my business. Then the matier is in
the Lordts hands and He is responsible.

Sometines, as already indicsted, it is not pessible to
pray the prayer of faith and consscuently hesling does not come. -
However, 1f the elders know thst they have been oheying the
Boly Spirit, they should not let this defeat them. As Dr. Cullis

.

has said, the elders' resvonsibility ends when they hsve completely

&

‘i

obeyed CGod. Paul no doublt prayed for Trophimus, buit there is no

record of his being healed. Three times Faul rrayed that his own

Liames 5:14,15.

Carter, "Falth Hesling® Reviewad, Op. Cit., p. 110.




thorn in the flesh be removed, but fGod replisd thst it wes not
Hiz will. Ir such cages the elders can bub leave the wmatier in
God'ts hand. One remembers the words of Oswald Smith when he
wrotes

I want to frankly confess that in many,
rany instances the hesling of the body

5 still an unsolved mystsry. There is
much, oh, so wmuch that I camncet comprebend.
I ancint some who seem hopeless and for
whom I hzve but 1ittle fdxth. vet they
are hezled, and I pray for others who are
rnot nearly so serious and for whom I have
much more faith, yet sometimes they die,.
Hence, I am perplexed. 4there ii much
that T do not understand . .

B 5

At othsr times, the prayer of Taith will be prayed and the

lders should be

O]

Lor: shall raise Wim up. AL such a time the
careful that both the words of their wmouths snd the meditation of

their hearts comply to what Peaier said after healing the cripsled

")

Yo men of Israsl, why marvel ve at this
man? or why fasten ye your ayes on ug,
28 though by cur own vower or Codliness

we naﬁ made h'm to walk? The Cod of
Abraham; and of Isaac, and of Jacob,
the God of our fatgers. hath glorified
his servant Jesus.

Summary
The healing promises of Mark chapter sixteen and James five,
and the fact thel healing iz listed as one of the rermanent gifts,

indicats that God intended for bodily healing to be a part of the

Lsmith, The Orest Physician, Ope Cite, De 75

Zhots 3:12,13.



church's minisiry throughout its ldstory. These passages also

2 3. <L e e %
indicate that th

&

effectiveness of this ministry is determined
in part by the chureh's missionsary zeal, faith znd obedience to
the Holy Spirit.

Singe healing 18 & part of the church's winistry, it should
be a matter of serious consideration for every Christiazn minister.
In order to [ulfill thds phase of his work the prescher will need
to apply himsell in three aress: In the Study, In the ?ul;iﬁ, and
in the Sick Hoow.

In the study, the ministsr needs to prepars himself intellec-

tually by carefuvlly studying what the Sible says on this sublect.

He will also need to prepare hisssll spiritusliy by prayer and
obadience.

In the pulpit, the preacher's primsry task is to pass on to
his people that which Uod has given him through prayer and Zible
sbudy. This instruction willi do two tidngs - prevent his ook
from being misled by some sxbremist, and lesd bhieg {lock to discover
by exparience that God can and doss heal today as his instructions
zre belleved and acted upon.

In the sick room, the pastor's primary responsibility will
be to follow the instructions given by Jomes to angint and pray
dve% the‘siékygérsém‘iﬁ’fhé‘néﬁéﬂof ﬁﬁé iafd;”§h@“’the vastor has
dong this, he can with confldence lesve the matter in the hands

Qi\ L}Gd °
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WEVRE AN

PG IN TEE LIFPE CF THE BELIEVER

¥row reaﬁing the Bible it would seewm that Geod is not primarily
concerned with wan's mortal body, but with mant's iwmortsl scul., Tis
people in Jesus! day, however, agparently were more interested in
han in the sviritusl well beinge The

i

their vhyvsieal well being
Master toldt hem, "Seek ye L{irst his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things  physical needs] shall be added unto you.™

ater He told his followers, "Pe not afraid of them that kill the

o

o

ody, but are hot able to kill the soul.”2 Howevar, it is not to
be assumed €raw these and similar scriptures that fod is not
concernsd only with mants spirit.

The Apostle Paul, following the guldance of the lioly Spirit,
sresent his bhody to Godas a "living
szerifica, n3 Dy way of remembrance, he informed the Corinthlians
that their bodies were "mewbers of Christ® and a "temple of the

:

Thues {the body of the consecrated belie

et
[
<
B
4
Q
&
[
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¥}
o
o
(e}
o
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merely & sscular tasbernscle for the human spirit, btut also becomes
a sacred temzle for the Foly Spirit. The Jews of Jesus! time

apparently did not realize this truth for they considered the body

1 ;
Matthew 6:3%.
2%@7 e
Matthew 10:28,
5

“Romans 12:1.

I Corinthiar séiﬁ&ﬁ
\
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as a secular temple, and consequently should not be healed on the
3abbath. Jesus, in order to iteach them this truth, performed

many of his healings on the Sabbath day, thus showing them that

both the body and soul of the believer are sacred te God.

Since the consecrated bellever's body belongs to the Lord,
it is certain that God will use it in the way best in keeping
with His purvoses. OGod will not vzerwit anything o overtake this
body which now balongs to Him, but that which would be for the
best. The body is for the Lord and the "Lord is for the body.?
Consequently, the Chrisitlian has the assurancge that "all things
tineluding those things whiech concern the bodyl will "work together
for good.®

It is obwvious, however, that in Bible times, God did not
treat all His children alike in regard to hedlth. To some of them,
He apparently granted continuvous healith. 7This seems o have been
true of Moses and Caleb, who even in old zge were "able to go out
and come in.® Uthers for some resson had sicknesses, bubt Cod

raised them up. These of this group ind vde laniel, Bezekish,

Bpaphroditus snd others. Then thers is & third group of edUilly
devout saints, who suffered snd as far aszs the decord shows, never
found relief. In this group is Isaaec, the chlld of wrowmise who
‘was blind and fesble for over twenty vears. There is also the
case of Flisha, who brou: bt two men back frowm desth, but who hime

2 2 L) 1 -
self Tell ¥sick of his sickness whereofl he died.®  To this could

irg Kings 13:1&.
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be added Paul‘fs helper, Trophimus who wes "left at Milstus ﬁick
and the case of Timothy. This seems to correscond to the faith
chapter, which tells of sowe being miracwliously dellvered wiile
others equally devout were Ysawn sasunder, slalin, and afflicted.®
Yet it states that, "These all died in the faith,® and that each
had a part in God's total trograme®

Turming to Christian gxw@ri snce, the same thing seems to
be trué. Sowe ministers like Peter Cartrright seem to have endless
energy 2nd health. Uthers were stricken by deadly disease but were
miraculously brougﬁt back to health and Christian service. One
outstanding case of this was when Philip Helanchthon was almost
dead but gulckly recovered in answer to Hartin Iuther's prayer.
In bis journals, Jobn Wegley records several times when he was
miraculously h@&i@d;3 In recent times documentary czses have
appeared of Daniel Poling, B. Stanley Jones, H. 5. Le Tourneau,
ant wmany others being wmiraculously h?ﬁlmd.a However, it is also a
well knoun fezet that some of Lhe most godly and consecrated salnts
zars stricken early in 1ife with disease. Instead of beliny healed,

for reasons known only to God, theyv died. This list inecludes such

1”1 Timothy "4

? r3 ra - [ s
. “Basil Miller, Vodern Mirscles of lesli-g (Kansas: Beacon
Bill Press, 1956}, p. 57.

J1bide, m.e 40,41,

L. . -
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and Sammy

fode
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consecrated Christians as Henry Martyn, David Brainar
Forris. There is alszo the case of Fanny Crosty. She 1like Isaac
and Ahijah was blind chysically but her songs have proven & blessing
to many. Both A. B. Simpson and A. J. Cordon were miraculously
healed on several occasions, bul there were also times when disease
did not leave their bodies wuntil it bad run ils natural ccurse.l
Both HMrs. Bawbter and J. A. Dowle brought healing to msny, but the
were unsble to secure healing for their own eyes and conseguently
had to rssert to glasses., Thus il seems svident from both Bible
and Christian experience that (God does not treat a1l His children
alike in regard to health.

The Bible passages, however, concerning the bsliever's
health could be placed under any one of the following three headings:
As Thinges which tend toward health, B. How to seek healing,

Ce %hat to do when healing does not come.

Ao Things Which Tend to Hesalth

Thers are several f{actors, according to the Bible, in the
life of the consscrated Christizn which tend toward health. For
ong thing, some of t he causes of s ickness are not vresent in the
baliever's life.

As is indicated in chapter two, God often gunished wilful
disobedlience by vermitting sickness or affliciion. Sometimes, when

the sin was repented of, the lord granted healing, &3 in the case of

lcarter, "Fzith Healing" Reviewed, Op. Cit., pe 111115,




Miriam and Jercboar.

to appetites and lust. The consecrated, Opirit f£illed Christian,

hag ceased to follow this way of 1ife. This change of 1ifse is ma£
retroactive, but this new way of living does tend to preserve and

improve the health the person has.

Both the Dible and modern psychology agree that some tensions
are the result of gulilt complexes. Tt 1s stated thal the wicked
flee when no man persues, and that Judas was so distressed by his
guilt that he hung bimself. The Bible presents the only cure for
the guilt commlex -

If we confess our sins, he is faithful

and righteocus to forgive us ouwrdns, and
to cleanse us from a1l unrightecusness.

Thers is therefors now no condemnation
to them that sre in Christ Jesus . » .« who
wall nog after the f{lesh, but after the
Spirit.

4s condemnation goes, iits by.products go with it.

It is comwonly acknowledged that 2 carnal self.seeking
attitude is a contributing fsclor in some cases of sickness. Two
things indieste that such an attitude may have been at leagd in
part responsible for some of the sickness mentioned in the fifth

-

chagpter of James. For one thing, the preceeding chapters make it

13 Jobhn 1:Ge

2Romans 8:1.
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plain that some of those te whom James wrote had such & concept of
1ife for he rebuked them for thelir unbridied tongue, respect of
persons, lack of sympathy for the needy, carnal desire to bs

masters, strife and lusts. Another indication that some of the

$obn
5

sickness may have resulted from carnal ambition is suggested by
the instructions he gave to those whe were sesking hesling:

Confess therefore your sins one to

ancther, mﬁmrﬁzmﬁim'%mﬁmn

that ve may be healed.
In contrast to & gelf.geeking sttitude which often brings mental
and physicgal disorders,

Jesus in tesching a remunciation of

ambitious goals and self-centered

aspirations effectively g@ts the

stage for development of
a healthy body and psrsonslity. The lowly Gﬂ?lSﬁlmn whose spirit
is aver ready to forgive and forget and who in sincerity denies
himself to follow the lMaster, will find that one of the basic
cauzes for sickness and disorder has been rewoved from his 1ife,

Another basic cause of mental disorder and sickness is

anxiety. The consecrated Christian is spered much of this because
he knows that all he possesses is in safe keeping because he has
given it to the lord. He remembers Christ's command, "Be not

anxious for the wmorrow,” and he also remewbers the prowise, ¥If

God doth so ¢lothe the zrass of the fisld . . . shall be not much

1.
James 5:16.

2y31fred Go Slayton, "The Hsaling Winistry of Christ®

=]

’
{unpublished term paper, Fuller Theologl al Seminary, Pasadensz,
California, 1955), p. &



an.
more cloths youo® and "lo I am with you alwsys, sven unbo the end
of the age." He alsc remewbers the promise spolken through Isalah
where God promised to keep those in perfect sesce whoe trust in Him.

ig apparent that many of the causes of disorders

]
jug
[
{441
ke
Feal
52

and sicknesses ne longer exist in the Christisn’s life, bub the
list of %things which tend to health does not sitop here. God has

provided special care for his children who do become sick. God

hag given each of his ehildren the right te "ask anything® in the

nawe of his Son. He has set in His Church those with the gifts of

It i3 also stated

3
]
S

5
w
j 2
o
i
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e}
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ng to winlister to those ir
that the afflicted Christian can have another belisver pray for his

or call on ithe elders of the church and thet when they pray the prayer
of faith that God will grant hesling. In the light of these

Biblical facts, it is safe to say that if Christians carefully
practiced these seriptural prineciples, that many ceses of disorders

&

and sicknesses would vanlish.

5. lHow to Sesk Healing

wlonicon

L)

According to the Bible, there is nothing wrong in 2 psrson
slring and seeking fo aling. Hannah opray 2arnastly that he
desiring and seeking for healing. Hannah prayed earnestly that her
physical limitation mizht be removed. Hezmekiah, "wept sora™ as he

1

retitioned God for his healing.” A nuwber whe were in vhysical

&

digtress were rewarded healing when they sought eszerly for it.




This was true in the case of Bartimseus, the Syrophosniclan woman,
the lady with the issue of blood and others. In James the €%ri tian

suffersr is toldto send for the elders to prsy for hisz healing. In
DI 24

e

zot the Bible tells of only & few cases where peorle were hesled
whe did not geek ite In most of fh@se instances the person's
affliction was of sueh a nzture that it was not pessible for him to
seek his own healing.

Here spain, Christian experience corresponds with the Bible.
Few, if any, have been healed who 4id not earnestly seek for it, if
they were :ble to do so. Hany who have spught hsve found. 43 has
already been mentioned, A. B. Simpson found great strenygth when be
trusted TJed for his healing 2t Ir. Cullis! campmeeting. 1 oswala
Smith, who had to wear thick glasses, tells how he trusted God to
heal him., For over a month his eyes showsd 1ittle or no improvemente
Finally bhesling did come snd hils vision becanme mw;mal.g Andrs
Murray was about to lose his volce so left Africa and returned to
a¥gpirdtusl healing home® in Burope. After several weeks he wis

=xling also

Vf)

e
VL

completely hesled. fe testifiss that this rhysieal b
brousht many sviritual bvenefits inte bis minlstry.
As the Christizn sesks healing he should ksep the following
Bible truths in wind:
1. The Christian should make sure that all the moral

3

bapriers, such as wilful disobedlence to God and carnal feelings

bt

Biederwolf, Whipvine Post Theologv, Ope Cite, 7. 1fi4,

ba

Smith, The Crest Physieian, Op. Cit., o. 103




towerd his fellow men, are removed, so God can heal. If ithe cause

of sickness i sowme sin towsrd God or 2 fellow man, it is doubifyl

% 3 e o -
= has been zade rights HOVer, 48

was confesssd and made righ

As James writes, "Confess there-

fore your sins one to another « « o that ye may be healed.”

to ksaen the God-given laws of nature, which tend
It iz presumpbtion and not faith that dewsands Cod te do for s varson
what he can do or have done lor himsself.

In the first templation, the Devil sugyested that Christ do

[

1,

that which was unlawlful to suvply his physical needs. The dmplication
was that He could nobt trust Bis Father in this need, so consequently
must take the matter into bis own hands., The socond temptation

&

wag ta the cther extrems. Satan challenged him to disregard the

laws of nature by throwing himself down from the pinnacles of the
temple, and trusting God to protect Him. This ceases to be faith
and becomes presumption. The Christlan must avoid both of these
extremes in this as well as in every area of 1ife.

3. It is important to have the right motive. James wrote,

e ask snd receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spond it

‘

sraying for healing the Christian

in your 319aaur@8.“l Thus in

should be cartain that 811 he vossesses now 1s consecrsted to God

g,

and that if Cod should grant added strength, this too would be

Jamss 4:3.
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Ly The Christizn should avoid the mistake of Asa, who in
his sickness thousht that all healing come Crom the physician, and
hence, 4id not seek Uod. It ssems clsar that many of those wh

were healed during Christls ministry, would not have been cured had

« ) .

5. The Christian should vray for hlwmself. DBoth Hannah and

Hezelkiah found healing 89 a result of thelr cersenal prayvers. AB
y -3 ». vy F e s Sty . 4 bt kS 131 &
has zlready besn noted, thls was also the case in the healings of

Ao B. Simpson, and Cgwald Jwith. It is guestionsble 1f CGod will

,(}

srson who deliberately depends entirely on the faith of

v Lo exsroelss his own faith.

[}
=
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&o  The Chiristian may fesl led to have others pray for bim,
in sceordance with James! instructions. Thisz is not a substitute
or personal falth, but & means of strengthening it. Andrew Murray
was alded in finding healing in this way.

s 3

hen the Spirit-filled Christlan is confident

10

¥
o
>
3
i
ok

obeved all these scriptural requirements, 1t will be easy for hiw

to telieve God for his hesling, and if it is Cod's will, healing
will come. It may be gradual or instantansous, but in elther case

it will be the way which best fits Ood's programe.

dhat to do Whep Healine Does Mot Come

=

¢
e
i

If the Christian has carefully wet all the abovs scrivtural

l&ames 422,

they not asked. There i1 ne r=ason to think this is otherwise today.
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gonditions and healing does not come, there is obvipusly only one

reason - it is not lod's will., Under such conditions the Christian
finds rest, rezlizing that, "lod's way is the best way,® aﬁd gwéﬁs.
ot my will but Thire be done.®™ He is confident that ithis is not
something that, "just happened,® but that this iz & divine aprointe
mente He [inds the meaning of the passape which states that our

Hizh Priest is touched by "the feellings of our irnfirmities,® H
discovers that woen God gives an extra heavy load to be carried,
He also uives an extra suvpnly of grace. 5o a3 Job testified on

bis sick bed of sshes, he says, thouzh God "slay me, reb will I

'} k4 & - - »
trust him." With the Apostle, who was teld that he must continue
to bear the thorn, he sings,

Yost gladly therefore will I rather
zlory in my weaknesses, that the

e

power of Christ may rest upon wme.
Wherefore I will take pleasure in
waaxngases, in injurliess . . . for

Christ's sake: Ior when I am weak,
then am I strong.”

Thus the Christizn finds thst God has fully crovided for sl1l
hiz chysical nesds. The Christian 1ife tends toward heslth. When
sickness coges, Ood will grant healing if this is best. If not,

He will provide extra grace so the Christian will not have to
bear the burden slone. Consequently the Christlian cen always
rejoice, regardisss of what lot he has haen assivned.  Paunl

summarizes this by ssyling:

Liob 13:15.

o

“1i Corinthians 12:9.10,
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Though our oubtward man is decaying,
yet our inward man is renewed day by
day. For ocur light alfliiction, which
is for the moment, worketh for us wore
and more ?xce@%inwly an eternal weight
of glory.

Summary

The Pible indicabtez that the following factors in the

2o
of the consec
God, rictous
and anxiety.

3. G

e balisver's body belongs to Uod and He will net allow

befzll it but that which would be for the besi.

Some of the causes of sickness are not found in the life

crated belisver. This includes wilful discbedisnce to

living, HUth comulex because of sin, carnal ambition,

od has grovided speclal care for his children who become

<3

sick. The Christizn has the privilege of praying for himself and

also of havi

The Bible suggests the following

keey in mind
1. 4
ramoved.
2., ¥

vresarve the

ng others pray for him.
zs he seeks for bodily healing.

& should maks certain that the moral bharrisrs are

e should make C@Pt&&ﬁ that e is doing his best to

heslth he has,.

3. He should make certain that he seeks with 2 rizht wmolive -

.

to use his health for God's glory.

4, He should not think that natural weans can in themnsslves



heasl, but that these are merely instruments in God's hand to bring

The Bible zlso- indicates that there may be some cases when it

A # ‘\i L 3 k) - 'v P - i . 4
iz not Jod s will to heal. 1t assures the O

biristian, howaver, that
this is never the cese unless (od knows that sickness ls betler
than healths. It also assures the Christian that in sueh cases, God

will provide grace in proportion to the need.



CHAPIER VIII

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIOHNS




This study may he summarized as follows:

1. There ars wmany causes of sickress. Some have moral
implications, but this is not always the case.

Z. Any bedily hea ling granted by God is on the basis of
Christ's atonement. Some Christians belleve thet this is provided
uvneenditionally; some that it is conditlional.

3. God's purpose in granting h@aliﬁg is not always the same.

Sometimes He granits resling in corder to accredilt a speclal wmesesnyer.
At sueh times, the healing is alweys of s supernstural nature. At
other tires, God's puryose in granting healing is tu vrovide sirength

for Christisn service. In such instznces, the hsaling is not aluays

4o CGod grants healing through both spiritual and nature
mEENS.

5. God intends for bodiliy healing to be a vart of the churchis
total winistry. Some of the responsibilllity for the fulfilling of this
miniatry rests upon the cleruy.

‘6. Part of the responsibility for the fulfilling of this

o

chase of the church!s winistry rests upon the afflicted Christian

faithful in fulfiliing bis part, God will always grant tealing

within the orbit of His will.
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7. Bodily hesling, 2t the best, is but the first fruits

of the physical benefits wilch Celvary provides for the Christian.
B. Conclusions

Uson the basis of the research wiich has been presented
_‘ﬁhe following are some general conclusions:

1. Bodily healing is part of the churches! ministry.

2. Te neglact‘the teschiing snd prectise of besling can
be very detrimentsl to many Christians snd mey limit them in their
Christisn service.

&. VWhen proper sttention is given to this phase of the
church's ministry it will keep many from being led mstray by false
tezchings.

4, Genuine hesling exparience results in wholesome spiritual
benefits such as strengthening believers'! faith nnd awskening sinners
to this need.

With reféreﬁee to the problem presented for resesreh, nemely,
whet consfitutes & Christisn tesching concerning bodily healing, the
study has indicated the'follewing as being valld both from & Scriptursl
standpoint and that of Christisn experience:

1. The entire Christien, including his body belongs to Christ.

2. The atonement provides for all of man’s sniritusl and
physical needs. However, bodily hesling during this life iz not
unconditionally provided in the atonement as ie salvation,

3. It ig not always God's will to heal.

4., Sickness sometimes is for the glory of God.

5. God sometimes hesls through the use of natural mesns.
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6. God still performs miracles in healing the sgick.
It mey therefore be concluded thet this is the sound

Christinn teaching concerning bodily hesling.
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