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=7 | THE PLACE OF RULIGION IN OUR WDUCATIONAL PROGRAM ‘
' By == Levi T. Pennington.
(For the progrem of the Association of Independent Collegos, 1926.) e

As I was about to say, with so wvast a subject and one of such 2
tremendous importance I shall be like the man who was given five
minutes to talk on the Mississippl Velley, =and W remarked that he
did not expect fully to cover his subject. 2

Parmit three preliminery remarks,

First, religion is normal. Ve do_not 1Jan%tgn the same thing
when we say, "Man is incuradply religious.” ugh some scem to

have discovered the chaulmdzwn 6il to cure the Bncurabie, yet it is D
dhwones (hat every normal man, voumen and caild has certaim religious
instinets which are as normel as those su posedly basic ones of feeding,
fearing and fighting.

We do not all have the same theories, but theories are after
all not the most importapt things in the world. TEther or no sther,
radio works. A man have no knowledge of the kinetic theory of
grses, ond micht even deny that theory, but might still be ahle to
run an sutomobile. Some of us may hold that by religion man climbs
back to the place from which he fells others of us may hold that
by religion man in his ascent is alded toward the place where he &
ought to bes but in either case religion is normal in the wvery best
Sense.

A second preliminary remark. Heligion is youthful., There is
a time in life for dolls and make~-helieve. There is a time in life
‘for hero=-worship. There is a time for that awvkward ungainly period
when the hoy is becoming a man, ond when hiu voice is likely at any
moment to miss-cue and slip without weraing Trom e growling lion-like
bass to a squeaky, piping treble (story). nd just as truly there
is a time in life for religion, »nd youth is the time.

A third preliminary remark. Religion 1s necessary. "Knowledge
is power", says the old proverb. Yes, and so is dynamite, and both
are dangercus. "Knowledge 1s virtue," says Socrates. But we must
have & very unusual definition of knowledge to accept his stateoment
without a grain of salt, for we all realize that often we know the |
vetter ond do the worse., 2~ll their knowledge, if knowledge is their ]
all, does not restrain wWee medical students from vice.

Ve who have come to maturity, or may evem have passed the meridian
of life, know that an anchorage is necessary even though the storms
of pession may be 1arge1y stilled. And if it is easier than
it once was to in the right paths,let us not deceive ourselves
r mistaoking for virtue. The man of 40 or 50 or 60 needs
e shohorage of o religious life.

C;' »ﬁ! much more,then does the youth need religion, with appotit,fa»
3ires a.ln&ltian' at their maximum, with discretion in its
veloped ntrcauth.ct’character only halﬁ-g;o-nﬂ

lon, end it does, there is no snf
igion is uaunnx tnﬁ 7!ﬂﬁh$ﬁlh
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,ﬁﬁ ivu reasonably adequate.

” recognizes, of course, the fact that the educ~tional institu-
, can have only a part of the grest work of developing the

ous life. The first of this work, end the best of it, should

h:u been done in the home before even the kindergarten and the primary
8chool have their chance to make or mnr the charscter of the child,
From cradle-roll to ilie clesses wherc senile age looks through the
sunset of 1life and sees the gates ajor,the bible school should be
doing its work of religious teachi ng ond religious training -- indeed
it should be doing o vastly better vork than it has ever yet done,

9£~hﬂﬂﬂthﬂ Christian Endeavor or other similer young people’ssccieties, and
in various other ways the chureh should he JLnia.,rinﬁ directly %o
the religious education of its own young peopie ond of those y-ung
people who are not within the ralaes of the church, but Tor whom
in so-called Christiam /merica the church should certoinly be msponsible.
Even in its rsgular meetings for worship tnat ehurch which is not
throvgn pulpit snd cholr and every other part of its service minister-
ing to genuine religious education is falling short of its privilege
and its d.uty. But our discussion has to dgwith the place of religion I
in our sdueationsal program ~s educational institutions. V.
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There is not time in the presentation of this subjeet for the 1
discussion of religion in connection with thebublic schools high

8chools, state colleges and state universitics. The difficuliy of

the maintenance of an adequnte prosram of religious educ-tion in

schools of this sort will reprl“ be recognized. Our public education-

al institutions, maintained hy the taxation alike of Jew and Gentile,
Protestant and Catholie, ILiberal =nd Cc nﬂervative. Quaker =nd KKK,

Hoderanist and Fundamentalist -= these publiec schools of ours present

great difficultics for the carryinc out of any adequate religious 1
progran. It seems to be conceded by menyd if not by most sducn orsy

that in our public school system religion is, if it finds a place.

must find it as an extra, & side-issue, a thing carried on, if it is

carried on, by & splendid group of men and women in the Y,M. snd Y.W.. ’
in clureh, in Sunday School, etc., in the town where the educational
imstitatiton is located, and by other means not under direct control of

the educeotional institution itself., 2Al1l honor to the splendid men {
and women, older and younger, whe sre in so many places doing their

great work for religion in the face of such difficulties and under
such handicaps.

But I em speaking from the stcondpoint of the independent college,
which is usually a denominationsl college, and whose chief reason
for existence I take to be the religious recason. The small denomina=-
“tional college h-8 many disadvantages and serious limitations, but it
has some great advantages which the great school cannot have, and is
free of some of the handicaps which =re inevitably incident to the
mat sehools

3 lb.onld be, then,the ploce of religion in the small college,
ende toﬁ..ea. the dencminational colleged th.CbneZin Crlbse

s to pe that religion should be all’ W
g &‘ mch most of us have come.

: | hﬁr&m: the teaching of -mw-
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eriminal as the man who rocks the bont, who throys children over=
board to moke them good swimmers. It may meake good swimmers of some,
but it droms others. There is a Vetter way to tghch swimming withe-

out so large a percentage of fatnlity. The man yho connot teach
peience reverently ought never to be allowed on/the foculty of @
Christian college. The mam who cannot see God/in history belongs
in the home for the blind, not in the faculty/ of o Christian college.
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If you gather that I mesn thnt the facdAlty of such an institu-

tion as youre and mine should be religlous,fyou have underwvtood exactly
. what I mean, A man ecannot teach intellectual things best without

some touch with Him who le Infinite Wisdom, Tven the mon who would
teach physical training successfully is in desperate need of xngwledge.
not only of the physicel organism of Aoﬁ¥'*nd nerve and broin, bhut

of intellect, emotion, will, charactere “The best tescher of the body
and the best teacher of the mind needg also a knowledge of the soul.
How much more docs the teacher of religiom need himself to be deeply
religious. It is 8till true of religion ns of character that it is
far more frequently caught than tought.

Th addition to this pervasi e umosphere which ought to be in
every clasa room and on the athletic field as well as in the chapel
service,there is ?glace for definite courses in religious education.

In the judgment of the speaker there should be some requirement
in religious education as s requislite for graduation. Of course
religion cannot he forced, but if o young man is not entitled to
graduation without a certain knowledge of history, of scicnce, of
mathematics, of foreign language, it seeme to the speaker that
no student should gradunte from a Christian collece who has not
taken some work in eourse in the line of religious education,

In addition to regquired work in eourse in which there sﬁeuld
doubtless be room for a fairly wide sclection there should Ye worT

ke offered of a fairly extensive charact er., It would seem that even
; the smaller Christiesn college might well offer throe courses of a
? predominately historieal charact ar, one dealing with 014 Testament

history, one with New Testament history, and one with the history

of Christianity sinee New Testament times. In addition to this

historical minimum there should be at lenst three othor courses of

a more definitely biblical and devotional type. One should deal ,
with the religious literature of the 0ld Testament; one should be ;
devoted to the teachings of Jesus; and one to the further develop- i
ment of the Christian ideals in the other New Testament writingse.

There is of course no limit to the amount of work that might
be offered if we had student bodies, facultics, and financial re-
8ources to justify it. We are working im collegaes, however, rather
then in theological mseminariegjor training schools for Christian \
‘whrkers, and with all the things thet night be offered the suggested
courses as a minimum would serve ot least as a basis for expansion.

~ In addition to the courses in religious education and biblical g
work as such, the Christien college should make its werious depart- 8w
3 minister more or less directly to the Christian ideal. The X o
rous other subjects to the religious life will :
.losophy, ethics, and various other subjects

1ily te eaching of religion ' not in a
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forced but in a perfectly natural wey, ayg 'IOU—‘-"*, GlalA y,
In the extra curricular activities of schools such 28 ours .
-there is room for the definite advancem ni of Christian ideals,

Most of these activitics will probnb1y323me%gn connection with the

work of the Christian associaticns. 1In bible study classes, mission

o

study class, discussion groups, etc.,, much can be done to stimulate g
and build up the Christian life of »n institution. Ve might pouse E

in passing to acknowled e whé nced of wiSe leadership in connectjon ;
»{ with the freedom of discussion in such groyp Buch=groups «/ el §
often are tremendously powerful for gsd&ﬁ juicr the wwong kind of -
leadership %hey sometimcs do less good than they ought, =nd may

even do more harm than good, ~ é?

It is often necessary to emphasize among students the faet that
college is not merely a place of preparation for 1ife, but a rlace
where life is actually being lived. It is therefore important not 3i !

¥ only that the siudent study religion, but thot he practice it. The .
practice of a - i3 as esssntia;éfﬁicligiaugAas proper S
exercise and nutrition are to the rhysical Iife. \& /:

And by the practice of religion I refer not primerily to the
observance of the requiremsnts of the church, important as ti aree 97
ere is an ever-present danger of the diworce of religous °
i from actual religious life. Only by the marriage of religion to life
' is the true religious life possible. On the negative side this will
mean what Sam Jones called "guiiting your meanness." On the positive
side it will mean the doing of definite good.
And our program should lay emihesis not only on the study of
religion and the practi of religion, but also definitely on the
ro ation of religion. He who looks upon Christianity merely as
.Y & spiritual fire-escape has not understood Christ, nor His religion.
Every religious life should be propagating itsclf, =nd our students
should constantly see the importence of the propagation of religion.

. The most immedlate opportunity iz amung their 6mn 9éhool metes.
+} It is hard for 2 man to believe that he has influcnce over another,
but he has, and he ought to exercise it. (Story). The .second 3
: place where every student should propagate (nristianity4’ in his own
home community. Our colleges have been criticized. sorddtimes unjustly,
but it is to be feared, sometim:s justly, thst%@ur students have
gone back to their home communities and have not been =ble to fit
into the work of the caurch from which they came. A genuine Christian
college man or woman should be unusually adaptadle.

And our religious program cannot be complete unless we emphasize

ié\ the propagation of Christianity in other lands, Three-fourths s
: of those who hear the call to sacrificial service hear it before the 3

N close of their high school years; the rest must get it during their 5
=X ©college days or it is for ever too late. '

s i o il :

I ihunzd.aqr that the aim of our religious pro- -
r students to a saving knowledge of Jesus R
Lord; to a dedication of life to the

: .,sa&ﬁ;#“ “-. 3
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