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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The Bible contains several references to the prieste
hood of believers, Through the years very little has been
done to clarify this phrase in the mind of those included,
A great portion of what has been done has been in relation
to the church and along the line of church government.
However, it is not the purpose of this study to stress
this aspect. The work that has been done on the personal
aspect of the subject is very sketchy and each reference
includes few of the actual implications of the subject
as discussed in the Bible, Several writers mention the
subject and many imply the existence of the priesthood
of believers but no adequate treatment of the subject

has been found in the research carried on for this thesis,

I. THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

Statement of purpose, The purpose of this study
was to discover the protestant conception of the priesthood

of believers as revealed in the Bilble and interpreted by

various Bible scholars,

IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY AND DEFINITION OF TERMS USED



g
_,Ihg;ﬁghlg,gggggggggg. Unless otherwise stated the
Bible references have been taken from the American Standard

Version.

;gggg;;agg,g{,ﬁhg,g&gg:h_ This studyliﬁ barticularii
important because it'involvos the reiationship of the
boliever:s_ to God, to the ch.urdh, and to their f'ellow.-mit;l.l.-
The §arie§y 6t'op1nion-and inadeéuate treatment of the
prissthoed of believers has made it advisable to make a-.'
further study into the matter at this time.

Believers. Believers, as used in this thesis, are ,
those who with their whole heart believe Jesus Christ to be
the Son of God and the Bavior of men. They are those who
>havo eternal life as a result of being born again, into
the household of God, and who outwardly manifest this
relationship. '

Priesthood of believerg. A basis for the use of
the term, priesthood of believers, is found in both the

014 and New Testaments. Most of the supporting references
will be taken from the New Testament, Following are a few
of the references upon which this study 1s based,. plus
comments by Bible scholars, on some of the verses,.

escand ye shall_be unto me a kingdom of prieéts,‘and a
holy nation.tm.;

1 Exodus 19:6.



sessaceording to the original idea of the Hebrew
theoeraey, all Israelites were to be priests: 'ye shall
be untd me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation' (Exod,
XIX.6){ This idea is fulfilled in the Christian _

churchi 1t is holy priesthood. Here {I Peter 2:

and injver., 9 the church collectively 1s called a
priesthood; in the Book of the Revelation (i.63 V.

10; XX.6) Christians individually are called priests....2

Huther gave the relation of the 01ld Testament priest-
hood to the New Testament church as follows:

essslsrael was to be a holy priesthood, but it was so
only in the particular priesthood 1ntroduced into the
church; the Christian church is called to be a CePaTev e a
¢r¢°v’1n this sense, that each ;ndividug; in it is
called upon to perform the office of priest. The
sacrifices which the priests in Israel had to offer

were beasts and the likej; those of the Christians are,
on the other hand, gnirigua; sacrificeg, through

Christ, well-pleasing to God, The idea of a universal
priesthood, here expressed, is opposed not only to the
Catholic doctrine of particular priesthood, but to all
teaching with regard to the office of the administration
of word and sacrament which in any way ascribes to its
possessors an importance in the church, resting on
divine mandate, and necessary for the 3ommunication of
salvation (i. e., priestly importance).

Peter referred to the New Testament priesthood

thus:

ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual
house, %0 be a holy pries%hood to offer up spiritugl
sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

2 B, C. Caffin, The First Epistle General of Peter
(Vol. I H. D. M, Spence and Joseph S. Exell, editors, The

ommentarz, 52 vols.j New Yorks Funk & Wagnalls Co.,
[n.d;j ) ¢yPPs 69-70.

3 Joh. Ed. Huther ritigg; g ;egeticgl Handboo
to the General Epistles of of James John & Jude (vol, X,

Meyer's Commentary on the New Te t 11 vols.j; New Yorks
Funk & Wagnalls, Publishers, 1EE§T?E%¥ 3u

% Peter 2:9,



The Se1f~1nterpreting_Bible interprets the above verse:

and being quickened by virtue of your union to and
influences from him, ye are more and more fitted to be

a spiritual habitation for God, and made holy priests
unto him, gratefully to offer up yourselves, your
prayers, praises, alms-deeds, and other good works, to
him, as acceptable and accepted only through the ;
propitiatory sacrifice and intercession of Jesus Christ.5

The above passage was rich and revealing particularly in thé
light of the context. FEach believer was to be a living
stone in the spiritual house and this spiritual house,
consisting of all the believers as living stones, was to be
an holy priesthood for the purpose of offering np~§p1r1tual

sacrifices,

Concerning an holy priesthood, 'Being living
stones,' says Bengel, 'they can be priests as well.'
They not only compose the Temple, but minister in it,
By becoming Christians they are cut off from neither
Temple nor hierarchy, nor sacrificej all are at hand
and they themselves are all., The old Temple, has 'had
its day, and ceased to be,' Mark, though, that the
Apostle is not dwelling on individual priesthood of each
(though that is involved), but on the hierarchial order
of the whole company of Christianss they are an organ-
ized body or college of priests, a new seed of Aaron or
Levi. (See Isa, 1xvi.21l.) The very word implies that
all Christians have not an equal degree of priesthood.
And this new priesthood, like the o0ld, is no profane
intruding priesthood like that of Core (Jude 11), but
'holy' -- i.e., consecrated, validly admitted to its
work. The way in which this new metaphor is suddenly
introduced ,~~'to whom coming, be built up upon Him...
to be an holy priesthood,! implies that Jesus Christ
is the High Priest quite as much as it implies His

being Corner Stone, The Incarnate Son heads the adoration

5 James W. Lee, et al,, The Self-Interpreti B;E%e
(Chicago: N. D. Thompson Publishing Company, 1896), IV, .



offered to the Father by creation, just as He binds
creation into a palace for the Father's indwelling.

The new priesthood is not merely nominaly it is
no sinecure, None is a priest who does not offer sacrie-
fices (Heb. viii.3). But the sacrifices of the new
hierarchy are ‘'spiritual,' --i.e., not material, not
sacrifice of bulls and goats and lambs, What, then do
the sacrifices consist of? If our priesthood is modelled
on that of Jesus Christ, as is here implied, it consists
merely (Calvin points this out) of the sacr{fice of
self, or the will; then, in a minor degree, of words
and acts of worship, thanks and praise, (See Heb,

xiii, 10--16.) But in order to constitute a true
priesthood and true sacrifices after the model of Jesus
Christ, these sacrifices are offered up on behalf of
others., (See Heb., v. 1, and I John 1ii.16) The first
notion of the priesthood of all believers is not that

of a mediatorial system being extended: whereas, before
only Aaron's sons were recognized as mediators and
intercessors, now all Israel, all the spiritual Israel,
all men everywhere are calle& to be medi%tors and
intercessors between each other and God,

Peter states in his first epistle:

But ye are an elect race: a royal priesthood, a holy

nation, a people for God's own possession, that ye may

show forth the excellencies of him who cailed you out

of darkness into his marvellous light.
This passage brought out the faect that believers were par-
takers with Christ in his offices. In this verse the word
"poyal®™ dlstinguighed the New Testament believer from the ‘
Levitical priesthocd of the 01d Testament. Believers of '
the New Testament were priests through adoption into the

family of God as a "royal priesthood", The above verse

6. T Mason, The First Epistle of Peter (Vol. III
Charles John Ellicott, editor, A New Testament Commentary for
English Readers,3 vols; New York: Cassell & Company,
Limited, 188%), p. 40l. :

7 1 Peter 2:9



also suggested that this adoption was by graece through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. An adoption that calls
believers out of darkness into his marvellous light.

Having therefore, brethren,; boldness tc enter into the
holy place by the blood of Jesus, by the way which he
dedicated for us, a new and living way, through the veil
that is to say, his flesh§ and having a great priest
over. the house of Godj let us draw near with a true
heart in fulness of faith having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil consciences and having our body washed with
pure water, let us hold fast the confession of our hope
that 1t waver noty for he is faithful that promised:

and let us consider one another to provoke unto love
and good worksg not forsaking our own assembling to-
gether, as the custom of some is, but exhorting one
anothersy gnd so much the more, as ye see the day draw-
ing nigh.

Concerning entering the holy place with boldness in verse
19 Adam Clark saids

esselhnis is an allusion to the case of the high priest

going into the holy of holies., He went with fear and

trembling, because, if he had neglected the smallest

item presceribed by the law, he could expect nothing

but death. Genuine believers can come even to the

throne of God with confldence as they carry into the

Divine presence the infinitely meritorious blood of ;
the great atonements and, being Jjustified through that

blood, they have_.a right to all the blessings of the

eternal kingdom.9

Before Christ dled, God was reached through the priest but
at the time of Christ's death the veil was remt. Clark

8 Hebrews 10:19-25.

9 Adanm Clark, The New Testament of Our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ, ’ (Vol. g ; o Clark's Commentar ry, 6 vols.s
New Yorks Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, [m.dd ), De. 755b.



said of this: ",..His pierced side is the way to the
holiest. Here the vell - his humanity, is rent, and the
kingdom of heaven opened to all believers,"lO

The above verses and explanation by Clark gave somewhat of
an explanation of the way by which believers actually became
priests and thus had direct aceess to God.

Revelation 1:6, 5310, and 20:6 all plainly designated
saints as priests. At this time it is sufficient to show
that these verses bring out the fact of the priesthood,

A later study in this paper has been made as to the duties
and priviledges involved in this office, ‘

Because of the danger that some might think that the
priesthood of believers was some new doctrine or a manufac-
tured office the above Biblical references have been
' sighted, To further clarify the thought the following was
guoted from the Internatiopal Standard Bible Encyclopedias

: A1l worship is based on priesthood, for the
priestly office is an essential part of saivation;
Christianity itself has its glorious Priest, the Lord
Jesus Christ, and it is through His one supreme offer=
ing that we are brought into saved relations with God
and enjoy fellowship with Him., The priesthood of Christ
and its mighty effects in sacrifice and intercession
on behalf of the people of God are the chief and funda-
mental theme of the Epistle to the Hebrews.

Priesthood is a real office, definite and specific,

It is needful to insist on this fact, for the noble word
'Priest' has been misappropriated an& misapplied, so

107 $v1as, p. 275
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that 1ts intrinsic import has been impaired. There is

a certain literary slang indulged in by some who talk
of the 'Priests of Secience,' 'Priests of Art,' and
similar absurdities., The idea of priesthood, if priest-
hood is to have any definite meaning, can have no place
in literature or science or art or in any thing of the
kind., For it belongs to the realm of grace, presupposing
as it does sin and the Divine purpose to remove it.

Hugh Martin writes that he 'would as soon think of
transferring the language of geometry and of algebra to
botany and talk of the hypothenuse of a flower and the
square root of a tree, or the differential coefficient
of a convolvulus, as {o speak of the priesthood of
nature or letters'., Priesthood is an office, em-
bracing very specific duties and functions. 1

To some, a greater portion of the material found in
this chapter might seem irrelevant to the actual title of
the work, However, due to the lack of teaching and writing_
on the subject, it would be close %o impossible to proceed
intelligently without clarifying and justifying the use of
the term., As a matter of fact, many Protestant writers
rarely used the actual term around which this thesis has
been built. Hoyever; they taught the truths it incorporated,
in the major part of their works., The fact that some of
them did not use the term extensively did not necessarily
detract from the importance of the subject. The fact
remained, they taughﬁ concerning what the term

implied.

o William C, Moorehead, "Priesthood", International
Standard Bible Encyclopedia, IV, 2ull,
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There were at least two distinet major divisions in
a study of the'priesthogd of believerss first, as it
applied to the individuals and second, as it applied %o
the church, The second phage took in the whole problem
of church government which was very important but was not
treated in this study. However, it was the purpose of
this research to cover only the first phase of the sub-
jeet because of its value in the edification of the
believer,

To further clarify the nature of the study, the
reader was reminded of the fact that there was a difference
between the personality of a priest and the office of the
same, The office of this priesthood, which was arrived at
through faith, should be implication, produce the fullness
of the personality of the priest., Nevertheless the nature
of this study hasg made the official aspect stand out more
clearly.

‘Another confirmation of the priesthood of believers
was found in the fact that all believers were members
of the body of Christ as was discovered in the Word of God.
I Corinthians 12327 says, "Now ye are the body of Christ,
and severally members thereof," and again in Ephesians 5330
"because we are members of his body." In the light of the

above quotations it stood to reason that bellevers, being



10
membersAof his body, were also partakers with him in his
offices which were as prophét, priest, and king.
Surely there was a sense in which every believer was
a prophet, the Hebrew word meant, ",.,one who announces or
pours forth the declarations of God...."2 The English
word came from the Greek word wﬁich meant essentially,
“An 1nterpreter“.13 The direct Bible quotations were not
80 numerous on the above subject but there was evidence
to show that there was a sense in which it was true,
As the purpose of this chapter has been to bring
out thevgrounds for the doctrine of believers as priests
(priesthood of believers) reference was again made to the
basic Seripture involved,
ceeye also as living stones, are bullt up a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritui&
sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus Christ,

But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood,...15

«ssbut they shall be priests of God ani6of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years.,

of the BIb1E" (How Tores "mura and Donerios Rof3} 0, tgonart
13 Loe. cit.

4 I Peter 2:5,

15 I Peter 2:9.

16 Revelation 20:6. -
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Revelation 1:6, 5:10; Hebrews 10:19-22; and Exodus 19:6
also further established the fact of believers as priests,

Sceripture also taught that the third office of

Christ was that of king. Among orthodox bellevers many
believed that Christ would return as the king who would
reign for a thousand years. This also involved the fact
that the true believers would share in that reign. In
support of this statement 2 few of the pertinent seriptures
were quoted,

.ooand madest them to be unto our God a_kingdom and
priests; and they reign upon the earth.l

+sosbut they shall be priests of God anieof Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years, '

There were other verses to support the fact that Christ
is to return as a king and that true believers are to
have a part in His regal office but they need not be
quoted here,

The preceding paragraphs of this chapter emphasize
the fact that, believers as members of His body are
also, in a measure, partakers in His offices. This

being true, there was an added incentive to study into the

17 Revelation 5:10.

Revelation 20:6.
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implications of this highly important subject of the prieste
hood of believers. A thorough Bible study of the subject
would take one through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation
with related material in nearly every book between., A
complete Bible study was too extensive for this type of
study, but as has been mentioned before, some emphasis was
also placed on the teachings of some of the Protestant
writers, This chapter was dedicated to the proposition of
awakening the interest of the reader and showing that the
subject was not only Seriptural but important in the attalne
ment of a well-rounded practical theology. A more thorough
knowledge of the subject was also invaluable for the edifica-
tion of believers, in that it gave a systematic outline of
the duties and obligations of Christians,

Prominent errors concerning the Priegthood of believers.
Perhaps the most prominent error in connection with the prieste-
hood of believers was the one into which the Roman Catholic
Church had fallen -- that being that the lalty had access to
God only through the church via the sacerdotal priest.

This error was the reason for Martin Luther's reform
measures., In a recent article in the Shepherds magazine,
William R, Cannon, Jr, saids

.« o Luther turned away from the canons of the Church and

the instruction of theologians and entrusted his life
to the keeping of God himself, He found in that new
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and direct association the peace and confidence which no
mediating ageney had ever been able to give him. He
saw that God desired him, a person, for His friend and
companion, and that an indirect reiationship betwzen
a enild of earth and the Heavenly father was in reality
no relationship at all, Luther went so far in the cone
trast he drew betwesen the G6d he had known through the
regulations and ceremonies of the Church and the God
he now knew personally through his own experience as to
call the former 'God hidden' and the latter 'God dis-
closed!.,,19

This principle which Luther discovered through his
own personal experience (that each believing Christian
has direct access to God) was revolutionary in its
consequences, It set Burope free from the slavery of
ecclesiasticism., It formed in the minds of many an
entirely nsw conception of the Church and of the means
salvation, 20

coeoBVery man must act as his own priest, assume person-

ally the responsibility as well as the privilege of

dealing directly with God,2l

. A knowledge of history reminded the investigator that

the Roman error was of such long standing and had gained
such a firm hold upon the churchmen and laity alike, that
only through tribulation, pain and torment was even a remnant
freed, The hearts of many were hungry for the peace of God

as Luther's later success proved,'but the fetters were so

strbng that few dared to move or even complain, Luther was

19 William R. Camnon Jr., "The Priesthood of all
Believers", Shepherds, 6:17, Wovember, 1951.

20 1pia., p. 18,
21 1pid., p. 18.
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only one of the many unsatisfied seekers after truth and
freedom but it was through him that the truth of direct

access to God'again became known. Hartranfte said con-

cerning himé

seesMartin Luther felt within himself the ancient
ferment, and struggled experimentally to meet the
spiritual. impulse and need of his day. Those primitive
truths, the universal priesthood of believers, the right
and responsibility of the individual to think and

angswer for himself, the immediacy of Divine authority
the direct union w{th God, the overshadowing superiority
of the spiritual community of saints, were the themes
which had been agitated all alongs but which he discussed
afresh, and sought to establish not only as concepts

but as realities. He compelled thelr recognition for
all time....

Another error that was prevelant down through the
years was that ministers alone were priests. Many of the
Ancient Fathers either overlooked the priesthood scriptures
in I Peter and Revelation or neglected to give them proper
emphasis as a book on The Ancient Fatger§,23 transiated by
Edward Male suggested.

To refute the above error Fausset said:

...all the elect saints (not ministers as such) from

Jews and Gentiles are meant&me called to be priests
of God (I Peter 2:5,9)....2

22" Chester D, Hartranfte, "Luther," Library of the

World's Best Litsrature (Vol XVI, Charles Dudley Warner, editor,
30 vols,; New York: R. S. Peale & J. A, Hill), 1897), p. 9319.

23 A Director of the Seminary, The Anclent Fathers on

the Office and Work of the Priesthood in the Church of Christ. ‘
Edward Male, translator, (Londons Skeffington & Son, 1891), pp.lff

2% A. R. Fausset, Bible Cyelopaedia, (Wew York: Funk
& Wagnalls Company, 18925 p. 581,
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He said further:

Christian minigters are never in the N. T. called by

the name “priests" (hiereig), whiech is applied only to
the Aaronic priests, and £o Christ, and to all Christ-
ianss though it wouid have been the natural word for

the sacred writers as Jews to have used; but the Holy
Spirit restrained them from using it. They call
ministers diaconoi, hupeeretai, presbuteroi (presbyters),
and leitourgoi (publie ministerg but never gacerdotal,

saerificing priests (hilereis).?

The same author, concerning the rebellion of Korah,
had this to says

«senot satisfied with the Levitical ministry, he
usurped the sacerdotal priesthood (Num. xvi. 9, 10);
his doom warns all Christian ministers who, not content
with the ministry, usurg Christ's intransmissible
priesthood (Heb. wvii. 24). Unfortunately !priest! is
now an ambiguous term, representing presbyter (which
the Christian minister is) and gacerdotal priest (which
he is not). Priest,our only word for hiereus, comes
from presbuteros, the wogg chosen because 1t gxeluded a
sacerdotal character....

I Peter 2:5 and 9 distinctly showed that each
believer was a priest and further seriptures showed that:

There is no separated order of priests in the
Christian service: one is our Priest even Christ, and
all we are priests through fellowship with Him, pre-
senting through Him as our representative our gpiritual
gacrifice. The sacerdotal theory of the Christian
ministry is a dishonour to our Lord, and is specially
condemned by the tenour of the Epistle to the Hebrews,
We have an altar: but that altar is tgs cross, and
we all have it and minister before 1t.

25 !bld., Do 581-
26 Ibid., p. 581.

27 W. B. Pope, A Compendium of Christian Theolo
(Londons Wesleyan'CoﬁfEfence Office, 1875), p. 682,
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However, there was in the New Testament a separated ministry
for the purpose of prophecy, feaching, etc.28 However,
this did not voidfthe fact that each Christian was to be

a priest and present his body a living saerifice.

Thesgis plan. The plan of the following chapters
was to further discuss the priest as to whom he was in
the 01d Testament and what he did during that dispensation.
However, the New Testament conception was often inserted
in order to clarify the relationship in the mind of the
reader, The section following the one on the treatment
of the priest, was devoted to the believer in relation to
whom he was and what he did plus other neceséary duties.
The purpose of the last and most important aspect of the
study was to unite the idea of the priest and the bellever
under the authority of the New Testament conception of the
priesthood of believers as revealed particularly in I Peter
2:5 and 9 although there were other supporting texts, some

of which were quoted in the opening chapters of this study.

28 1pid., pp. 682-683.



CHAPTER IIX

THE PRIEST
In this chapter an effort has been méde to clarify
the 01d Testament priest in such a way that the New Testament
Christian might wmore easily understand his significance in
both the 01d and New Testament order.

Who he wag. There were many ways of dividing the
characteristics of the priest within seriptural limits.
Although each grouping placed a different emphasis or came
from a different vantage point. One of the most important
phases of the 0ld Testament priesthood was that he was to
be a mediator. He was to be a reconciler, peacemaker, and
intermediary between God and man., Why a mediator? An
answer for all'these gquestions was found in the first book
of the 0ld Testament.l In the garden of Eden God walked
and talked with man, Man was in the image of God and there
was communion between the creator and the created., However,
one disobedient act? caused God to.soon withdraw His presence
from man, Man's most precious gift had been forfeited. The

intimacy had been lost. Man realized his error, was ashamed

1 Genesis 3.
2 Genesis 3s6.
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and hid himself from God. 8in, guilt, and carnality all
came with one devil prescribed dosage of knowledge. The
story is well known and the results have been felt by all.
The ppinﬁ of the wholé array of words is that maﬁ has sinned
and his guilt and shame have caused him to separate himself
frém God;3 In addition to this, the justice and holiness of
God has caused Him to withdraw Himself because God cannot
look on sin.

God had created man and His love would not permit
Him to leave him without a hope and a way of escape,

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was that Hope, that Way of
Escape, but the time for His appearing had not yet come,
God had to prepare the way. But what about the people
between the fall and the incarnation?

For the people of the 0ld Testament, before Aaron,
the head of the family acted as priest but at the time of
Moses, God set up a priesthood and a system of sacrifices
wheraeby the people might have access to God via the priests,
The ﬁriests in themselves had no special virtue aside froﬁ
the faet that they were to point the way to Christ. They
were to mediate between God and man because man had sinned

and God could not look upon sin.

3 Genesis 3:10
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The priest was also to reconcile men to God. He '
was to propitiate for them. To show the connection between
the 01d Testament priest and the New Testament High Priest
(Jesus Christ), the following verses are quoted concerning
Christ: "...and he is the propitiation for our sinsy and
not for ours only, but also for the whole world...."* and
again in the same book we read: "...Herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our 8ins...."9 These verses,
as they are considered, with the beginning of this para-
graph serve to show that the priest was to act as propitiator
while Christ actually became the propitiation.

The priests of the 0ld Testament were alsgso to offer
sacrifices for the sins of the people. In accord with that,
Christ actually became the sacrifice as well as the offerer,
for the sin and sins of mankind. The verses preceding the
following quotation mention the sacrifice according to 01d
Testament Law, to which they refer, in the first phrase of
the following quotation.

+seofle taketh away the first, that he may establish the
second, By which will we have been sanctified through

the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all,
And every priest indeed standeth day by day ministering

b I John 232,
5 I John %:10.
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and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, the which
can never take away sins: but he, when he had offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right
hand of Godj henceforth expecting till his enemies be
ﬁzdﬁaghgegggggzgo%ogfesii ggg;.thzgragz g:icgigigé?g

Aside from, yet close to, the above mentioned duties
of the priest, he was to be an intercessor, a sort of an
intermedium, the one to act between God and man in order
that the man might be reconciled to God. This was connected
to Christ as our high priest by the phrase in Hebrews which
says,"...he ever liveth to make intercession for them,"7
The above explanation of the priest as an intercessor and
the phrase quoted show the relationship, in duties, of the
priest and Christ the High Priest. A later section has sghown
the relation of the two above to the priesthood of believers.‘

In addition to the above, the priest was also
responsible for a good portion of the religious knowledge
of the Israelites.8 In the words used in the International
Standard Bible E opedia, "...the priest was the indis-
pensable source of religious knowledge for the people, and

the channel through which spiritual 1ife was communicated,"?

Hebrews 10:9-1k,
Hebrews 7:29,
Bxodus 19:20.

9 William G, Moorehead, "Priest", International
Standard Bible Encyelopedia, IV, 2439,

@ 3 O
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As the above quotation brought out, he was also responsgible
for the spiritual tone and life of the people to whom he
ministered.,

Fausset gave four characteristics of a priest (eohen,
Hebrew and hiereus, Greek)., They were that he was (1) chosen
of Gods (2) the property of Gods (3) holy to Godj and that he
(4) offered gifts to God and took back gifts from God 10 The
significant note concerning the above was that the priests
were to be entirely God's and set aside for His use alone.

Fausgets theory was that the original plan of CGod for
Israel was that each one should be a priest and that they
should be a kingdom of priests. In the beginning of the
nation's higtory this plan seemed to be carried out, in a
measure at least, but it was not long until the people turned
aside from this plan, Consequently God instituted the
Aaronic priesthood which was later supplemented by the
Levitical order, He says of this:

All Israel was originally chosen as a kingdom of 'priests!
to the CGentile world (Exod., xix. 6)3 but Israel renounced
the obligation through fear of toc close nearness to God
(xx. 16), and God accepted their renunciation (Deut,
xviii, 18, 17, v. 2%-25). Moses became the medlator

with God for %hem._ The Aaronic priesthood became the
temporary depository of all Israel's priesthood, until

Christ the antitypical High Priest cames and they shall
hereafter resume it when they turn to the Lord and shall

10 4, R. Fausset, "Priest", Bible Cyclopaedia, p. 581b.
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be 'the priests of Jehovah, the ministers of our God!
to the Gentlle nations 12 éhrist's millennial kingdom
(Isa. 1xi. 6, lxvi. 21).11

He further stated that the Israelites were not only
to be individual priests in God's original plan for them,
but they are to be priests again as the latter part of the
above quotation points out. However, the priesthood 1is not
for the Israelites alone but for all the saints, both Jews and
Gentiles, for all are called to be priests as I Peter 2:% and
9, and other seriptures show, He stated his view thuss

All the elect saints (not ministers as such) from Jews
and Gentiles are meantime called to be priests unto God
(I Pet, i1, 5, 9), and being transfigured shall reign
with Christ as king priests (Rev. i, 6, v. 10, xx. 6).
Israel, the spiritual and the literal, shall resume the
priesthood which God from the first designed for His
people., Thus there will be a blessed and holy seriess
Christ the royal High Priest, the glorified saint king-
priests, Israel in the flesh Eediating as king-priest
to the nations in the flesh.t
According to his view it seemed quite natural to assume
that, from the fall of man to the rise of the New Heaven
and the New Earth, the whole plan of God has been based
upon the principle of a priesthoed. Even concerning the
very early history of the Hebrew Nation Fausset said:s
At the exodus no priest cast as yet existed., ¥Yet sac-

rifices continued, and therefore some kind of priest
(Bxod. v. 1-3, xix, 22)., The head of the tribe, or

11 1pid., p. 581b.
12 1pid., p. 581c.
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the firstborn as dedicated to Jehovah (Exod, xiii. 2
Num, iii. 12,1%3), had heretofore conducted worship and
sacrifice.ss. :
Even before the Hebrew nation was formed as such, in the
time of Cain and Abel,l)+ offerings were expected of man.
Although, no priest was mentioned, surely one was implied.
Attention has also been given to the oubtward bodily
preseription of the 01d Testament Priest, as even that has
been an important factor in a proper understanding of their
significance., (1) They were to have no bodily defects.
Their bodies were to be complete and that completeness wasg
to be to the body what, in the true religion, holiness was
to the soul.l? (2) These priests were to 2vcid any bodily
defilement,16 either of a temporary or permanent nature,
This temporary defilement being produced, for example, by
the touching of dead bodies (except those of near relatives).
An example of permanant defilement would be in marrying a

woman of ill fame, one who had been divorced, or the widow of

any man except a priest.17 0f this prescription Fairbairm says:

13 Ipid., p. 582b.
1k Genesis 4:1-6..

15 Patriek Fairbairn, The Typology of Seripture
(Philadelphia: Daniels & Smith, 1852), II, 199,

16 1pia., p. 200.
X7 Fausset, op. g¢it., p. 582c.
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e ssosOcoupying the blessed region of life and purity,:
they must exhibit. in their external relations and
deportment. the care and jealousy, with whlech it be-
hooves every one to watech against all occasions of sin, 18
who would live in fellowship with the righteous Jehovah.
The néxt of these outward preseriptions was that (3) their
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