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CHAPTER 1
THE PROBLEM
A. Statement of the Probvlem

The oproblem was to present & clear study of the nature, evidencss,
and validity of the witness of God's Spirit to regeneration and to
entire sanctification. It was the writer's purpose to discover and
report the conditions which man must meet before the Holy Spirit will
come to witnegs in any degree at all, and before He will come and abide,
It was felt that such a study should include the manner in which the
witness of the Holy Spirit comes, the time at which it comes, the type
of witness it i1s, ite relation to the witnegs of man's spirit, and its
relation to futurs security. Further, the writer has sought to meet
the problem of a Scriptural basis for belief in the witness, and to
distinguish batween the true witness of the Spirit and presumpiion,
the true witness of the Spirit and delusion, and the true witness of
the épirit and conscience. Thus, the problem may be stated: to find
and report the Scriptural and theolsgleal ground for a sound doctrine

of assurance, snd the factors invelved in bringing assurance of ragen-

eration and assurance of entire sanctification to thes soul.
B, Justification of the Study

The writer has found in hie experience that though there has
besn much written upon the subjects of regeneration and entire sancti-

flcation, some people never recoive a clear witness of the Spirit to
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sither work. And he has found that this situstion exists because they
do not understand the conditions upon ﬁhich God's Spirit comes or
abides; and so‘they have allowsd the problem to vanguish their confi-
denee that one méy know if.ana when he ig saved, Fersons raised in
the writer's own home church have questioned whether there is a
Seriptural basis for bslief in the witness, or whether one is not
presunptious or deceived if he claims to have this witness, The
statement, "We will be saved if we do our best accerding to our cone
seience’ has been heard frequently; and the writer has seen that
discouragement, confusion, and dismay are often the result of such a
philosophy,

.Thus, it has been the purroge of this study to present sure
groﬁnds for Christian'assurance that will establish seekers in the
faith, and clsar up any misunderstanding or misintervretation of the
Seripture. Those who believe the Seriptures to be God's Word do not
doubt the impértance of the truth of the Spirit's witness. The wit-
ness of the Spirit is revealed in the Bible expressly, solemnly and

purpogely, as one of the peculiar privileges of the children of God!

C. Objectives

It was the primary purﬂﬁée of thisvstudy to Try %o deternine
clearly.and accurately what is the trve Seriptural and theological
teaching concerning the witness of the Spirit. The general object-
ive was to ansver the questions commonly asked concerning the
assurance of salvation and of entire sanctification for the soul,

and thereby to establish the seskers in the faith. Specific object-




ives wers the following:

1. %o diseuss the meaning, reality, vaychology, and sources of
agsurance of sonship,

2. To descrive the witness of CGod's Spirit, the Scripturzl basis
for the witnese of God's Spirit, and the reasons for losing the witness
of God's Spirit.

2. To show the direct and indirect witnessing of God’s Spirit,
or the relation between the witness of God's Spirit and the witness of
nan's spifit.

4, To distinguish betwsen the true witness of the Spirit end

presunmption, the true witness of the Spirit and delusion, and the true

witness of the Spirit and conscience.
e Definition of Terms

The following terms havenheen used throughout the thesis in tﬁe
sense in which they are defined below, _

1. Selvation, According to Amos Binney, "By salvation is meantl
man'e deliverance from the venalty, dominion, and pollution of his sing,
hig introduction into the divine favor in this life, and his eternal

felieity in another,"l

2. “gsurance. According to Jobn Miley, by assurance is meant
i » - .
“the persuasion or confidence of a believer in Christ that he is a
3 . 3
child of God,"?

%, The witness of the Holy Spirit. According to Amos Binney,

by the witness of the Holy Spirit is meant "the testimony of the Holy
Spirit to the spirit cof believers of their sonshin and acceptance with

God., "2
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4. Justification. According to Amos Binney, by justification
ig meant, fthe acceptance of one, by CGod, whe ig, and who confesses
hinmegelf to be guilty, and who. repents and believes in Jesus Christ,"4

5. ZRegeneration. According to Amos Binney, regensration is
Uthat work of the Holy Spirit by which we experience a change of
heart; the recovéry upon the heart of the moral imese of God."D

6. Adoption. Amos Binney gave ' the following definition of
adoption:

This is an act by which one talkes another
into his family, owns him for his son, and
appoints him his helr.

In a theological sense, it ig that act of

od's free grace by which, upon our being Jjus-

. bified and renewed through faith in Christ, we

- are received into the Tamily of Cod, called Hie

children, and made heirs to the heavenly inher-
itanes,6

7. Intire sepctification. Amos Pinney gave: the following def-
inition of entire sanctifications

Intire sanctification is that partici-
pation of the Divine nature which excludes
all original depravity or inbred sin from
the heart, and fills 4t with perfect love
to God and man -~ perfect love, the unction
of the Holy One, and the baptism of the Holy
Ghost,”

a3 | L 2 = 2 -
B inmitotions o Hethod of Procsdure

Idimitationg., This was not a complete study of the subjects of
Justification, rezeneration, adoption, and entire sanctification, but
was limited to their relationship to the witness of the Splrit in His

office of assurance,
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liethod of Procedure. Becauée this was a doctrinal study based
on Serivture, the first step was to study the Biblical statements con-
cerning the witness of the Spirit in giving assuranﬁe, especially'
those found in the Wew Yestament and particularly in the writinss of
John the Apostle., # special astudy of important passages was made in-
the (reek Wew Tegstament for a2 more accurate interpretation, bubt the
fmerican Standard Version of the Bible of 1901 has been used primarily.
Wnenever another version was used this deviation was clearly indicated.

Farther naterial was gathered through a study of writings of
various Biblg scholars concerning the witness of the Spirit, All the
theological books available which contained any chapters or sections
dealing with this problem were listed, In the study of the chapters
and sections, special attention was given to the Scripture passages
uvged, and to comments on thege paséagss. Where an interpretation
seemed inconaistent with the meaning of the pasgsage, or with Biblical
teaching as a whole, the inconsistency was noted,

In the theolosgical study of the problsm of éssurance. the main
sxtra-9iblical sources used were early Methodist writers. According
to Dr. Fldon Fuhrman, the three main views of early Methodism were

the doctrine of regeneration, Christian psrfection, and the witness of

the Spirit; and these views were largely proclaimed by Weslsyan
writers.® The two non-Methodist writeré used were ¥. E. Biederwolf
and A, J. Gordon ,

The rzception of the doetrine of assurance was a problem of John
Wegley's day. He stated that fanatical wmen were claiming the wvoice of

their own imaginations as the witness of the Spirit, while others




questioned whether the witnegs of the SHpirit is the privilege of ordin-
ary Christiang at all. And still others formed such an idea of Fis
presence within,ithat they could not perceive His witnegs, since it did
not measure up to their expectations.? Therefore, Wesley wrote much
concerning the witness of the Spirit, and his writings and the writings
of other Methodists presented much material for use in this thesis.
Very importanﬁ help was obtained throughout ths study from the
faculty mewbers of the ﬁastarﬁ Eyengelical Seminary through class

lecturez and personal interviews,
F, Orgenization of the Thesisg

In chapter two, the main body of the thesis was begun with a
discussioh of the meaning of assurance of sonship, in ite relation to
Jugtification, regeneration, adoption, and to entire sanctification.
The psychology of Christian assurance, the reality of assurance, and
the sources of this assurance were set forth, in order to provide 'a
sound foundation for the later discussion of the Spirit's witness,

In chapter three was discussed the witness of God's Spirit in
relation to the tyne and time of His witness, and the conditions for

His witness. Marther, the extent and mannsr of His witness were

dealt with, along with ressons for the individual's failure to lkesp
His witness.

The question, "Is the witness of God's Spirit direct or indirect?"
was answersd in chapter four; and the relation between the witness of

God's Spirit.and the witness of man's gpirit, and the witness of God's

Spirit and the fruit of the Spirit was shown.
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In chapter five the relationship between the witness of CGod's
Spirit and presumption, the witness of UYpdls Ypirit and the delusion
of the devil, and the witness of God's Spirit and conscisnce was set

forth,

The summary and conclusions wers gziven in chapter six,




CHAPTHR II
ASSURANCE OF SONGHIP

Since the witness of the Spirit has as ite end a définite aEs0T-
ance, it seamed fitting that the writing of this vaper begin with =
clear explanstion of the term, .This'explanation includes the meaning
of assurance in its relationship to Justification, regeneration,
adoption, and entire sanctification, Murther, the reality of Uhristia
asgurance, {he peychologlical baslis of Christian assurance, and the
sources of assurance have béen included, It wag hoped that thie brief
survey micht form a faﬁndation fo: the later discﬁssioa of the Spirit's

witnegs itself.
A, Meaning of Assurance

John Miley defined sssurance as "the persuasion or confidence of
a belisver in Christ that he is o child of God,"l0 And he went  on to
a8y that assurance of reconciliation with CGod, especielly - in itsg
Christian forn, is the privilsge only of believers in Christ; ths

11

matter of assurasnce is definitely that of aonship, This iz especially

— tTus @s it Tespecis thie assurance received from the witness of the Holy

Spirit. The evidences of this assurance wers found to be the follow-
ing: "The Spirit himself bteareth witness with our spirit, that we are
children of fGod" (Romans 8:16), "And becanse ye are sons, God sent
forth the Spirit of hnia Son into our hearts, crying, Abva, Father®

(Galatiang 4:6), "Bubt we received, not the spirit of the world, but



the gpirit which is from Geod: that we might know the things that were
freely ziven to us of God" (I Corinthisns 2:;12). These are ths clagse
ical texts on the witnsss of the Ypirit, and are in themselves entirely
sufficient for the present point. Justification and rsseneratiocn are
closely related to this sonship. H., Orton Wiley stated:

We may say, then, that Christian righteousness
and Christian sensghip, involving Justification,
regeneration, adoption, and initial sanciifi-
cation, are concomitant in personal experience,
that is, they are offered as inseparable blegs-
ings and oceur at ths same time. The ressnsr-
ate man is Justified, and the Justified man is
regenerated., The terms are not, however, syn-
onymous, and in the development of theological
thought gradually became more sharply defined -
Justification being limited to & change in
relations, and regensration to & change in the
moral state.l2

Thug, repeneration and adoption are actually more nesrly cor-
relative than resgeneration and jJjustification. Reszsneration describes
sonship in i¢s filial character, while adoption describes it as a
filiel privileze. The terms are united in sonship, but are not ro-
lated as cause and effect,

Justification. Justification is a term which has been variously
definsed, According to Arminins 1% is

. o o8& Just and gracious act of God by which,
from the throne of His grace and nercy, le
absolves from his sins man, who is 2 sinner
but who ig a believer, on accrunt of Christ,
and Hie obedience and rightecusness, and con-
giders him righteoug to the salvation of the
Jugtified person, and to the glory of the
divine righteousness and grace,l3

John Wesley defined justification as:

.« » sbhat act of God the Father, whereby, for

the sake of the propitiation made by the
bleod of His HSon, He sheweth forth His right-
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sousness (or mezcy) by the remission of the sins
that are past.lw

Wakefleld quoted favorably the definition of Dr. Schmucker, that

Justification is that Judicial act of God
by which a believing sinner, in considesration
of the merits of Christ, is released from the
penalty of the law, and is declared entitled
to heaven,t®

Article IX of the Articles of Faith of the Church of the lazarens
is definitive in naturs, though intended primarily as a statement of
beliefs

We believe that justification ig that
gracious and Judieizl act of God, by which He
grants full pardon of all guilt and complete
release from the npenalty of sins comnitted,
and acceptance as righteous, to all who believ-
ingly racelive Jesue Christ ss Lors and Saviour.

These various aspects of truth may now be summed up and expressed
in Wiley's definition:

Justification is that judicial or declar-
ative act of God, by which He pronounces those
who believingly accept the propitiatory offer-
ing of Christ, as absolved from their sins, re-
leased from their penalty, and accented as
righteouvs before Him, ;

Regeneration. The term "regeneration' is derived from the Greek

word raduyy sveria {ralingenesia) or TTaley JEVET e which is

conpounded of Ty {lagain") and y_gly_go:,,s ("birth"), so that the

word literally means Gborn sgain("the azain birth'), Thus it is
understood as a “rep?oduction“ or a "restoration"., It can then Te
applied to the moral change set forth in the Scrintures as "bomn
again® (John 3:3,5,7; 1 Peter 1:23); "Born of God" (John 1:13; 1

John 3:9; 4:7; 5:1,14,18); "born of the Spirit" (John 3:5,6);
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"quickened" (¥phesians 2:1,5; Colossians 2:13); and “passed from death
unto 1ifs" (John 5:24; I John 3:14). Man is renewed or created anew
in regeneratien; thet he might have the subsequent knowledge and assur-
ance of righte-~usnese and holiness.
John Vesley, in his Sermon on ithe New Birth, defined regeneration

as:

That grest changs which God works in the soul

when Hs brings it into life; when He raises it

from the death of sin to the 1ife of rightsous-

nasa., It is the change wrought in the whole

goul by the Almighty Spirit of CGod when it is

renawed after the imsgoe of God in righteousnsss

and true holiness,i8

Dr. Wiley gives us 2 very simple definition in the sentence,

"Regeneration is the communication of life by the Spirit, to a soul
dead in trespasses and sins." ¥ It is, he says, & work wrousht by
the Holy Spirit in men's souls, when they repent and believe. It is
therefore a moral change in men's moral and spiritual nature. Yurther,
the whole man, not merely certain powers of his being, is spiritually
renewed , <0 Regeneration is a complete work, perfect in its kind, and
concomitant in erperience with justification and adoption.

Dishop Nerrill said that the outward manifestation of regenera-

tion affects the consclousnsss and comeg necessarily from the Holy

Spiri%, with Immedizte impressions, The inward manifestation of
regeneration is God spezking to the soul by an inward voice heard in
the individual's conscicusness. God reveals Himself by the Spirit of
songhip which He giveg; and He also confimas this inward witness by
the fruits of the Spirit in men's hearts and lives.gl Pima, the new

heart has new and holy affectione and emectionsg, and the mind, obscrving
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these fruits, realizes that a change has been made.

Along with the subjects of justification and regeneration, the
subject of adoption has alsec been considered. It is a larze, coupre-
hensive blessing concomitant with jJustifieation.

Adoption., Dr. H, Orbon Wiley defined adeption thus:

Adoption is the declaratory act of God,
by which upon being Justified by faith in
Jesus Christ, we are received into $he family
of God, and reinstated in the privilages of
sonship, <2

Reverend Amos Binney give a mors lengthy definition:

This is an act by whileh one takes another
into his family, owms him for his son, and
appoints him hig heir.

In a theological gense, it is that act of
God's free grace by which, upon our being
Justified and renswed through faith in Christ,
we are recelved into the family of God, czlled

his children, end made heirs to the heavenly
inheritancs,23

¥phesians 1:3-14 and I Peter 1:2-5 bear nut this definition.
Sonship is attzined by the "new creation", by being "born azain” into
the family of God, "éarn of the Ypirit". This is the adoption. Said
Merrill, "It has redemption benesth it, and divine life in ig, ned

Adoption, as previously indicated, is concomitant with Justifi-

cation and reseneration, but in the order of thought, logically follows

them. Wiley stated, "Justification removes our gilt, regenerztion
imparts spiritual life, and adoption actually receives us into the fam-
ily of 00d."®® fThe subject of adoption has been treated under the two
following heads: 1., The Nature of Adoption, and 2., Thé ﬂ%idence of

Adoption.
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1. 7The Nature of Adoption, Adoption is the reeceiving of a
stranger into a family,and the giving, to him, of all the blessings
and privileges which belong $o the legal, natural children., Children
have thus been adopted in all ages and probaély in all nations, Samusl
Wakefield related that among the Romans adoption consisted in buying
the child to be adopted from his parente for a certain amount of money.
The parties appearsd before the magistrate and five Homan citizens.
The adopting father said to the child, "Art thou willing to become my
sont" to which the child would answer, "I am”., Then the aﬁopter took
hold of the child, saving, "I declare this c¢hild to be mine according
to Roman law, and he is bought with this money. " which was given to the
father as the nrice of the boy. Thus, the son legally entered into the
family of his new father, assumed his name, became subjeet to his author-
ity, and was made heir to thq inheritance, or to a share of it if there
were any other sons.20 In the same way men are acknowlsdged to be the
children of God.

Adoption, like justification, is a relative change, a passing from
darkness to the kingdom of light., But adoption means something nmore ;
then the pardon of sin, which is the main thought in justification, It

is God graciously receiving these who become justifisd and regenerated,

—thet they =rs His people and He ig their

The term "adontion" is applied to the Isrselites as a whole, "o

whom", says Paul, "pertaineth the adoption" (Bomans 9:4), beesv-o “ad

had acknowledged them to be His children and had entersed into z covenant

with them; but in its fullest meaning it is applied to believers in
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Christ. "Cod sent forth his Son, bern of a womsn, born under the law,
that he might redssm them that were under the law, that we mizght receilve
the adoption of sona" (Galétians 4:14,5), Those who are so adopted are
"no more strangers and sojourners, but . . . fellow-citizens with the
gsaints, and of the household of CGod" (¥phesiang 2:19).

For thils is the covenant that I will meke with

the house nf Israzel after those days, saith the

Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and

on their heart also will I write them: And 1

will be %o them a God, and they shall be to me

a neople (Hebrews 8:10).

Ag in ecivil adoption the adopted son belongs originally to a
different family, o mankind are by nature strangers to the family of
God. They are "allens from the common-wealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenanta of the vromise, having no hope and without %od in
the world" (¥phesians 2:12), Unbelievers and sinners are of their
father the devil, and they must renounce him before God can be tueir»
Tather,

Ag in ecivil adoption the consent of the person to be adopted
was demanded and publicly expressed, so in sgpiritual adoption men
must personally accept it, with justifying faith., "As many as received
him, to them gave he the rizht to become childfen of God, even to then
that belisve on his name" (John 1:12). ‘

2. Ihe Jvidence of Adontion. If it is adnitted that nman is jus-
tified, raconciled %o God, and adopted into His family, uwpon repentance
and faith toward Christ, it must also be admitted that man is left un~
gware of Cod's gracious act, or else that he will someway know it, If

the man that deeply and genninely repents cannot know whether or not

fod forgives and receives Him, He will always be doubtful, fearful, and
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despairing. Then Christianity can offer no comfort, joy, or liberty.
But Wakefisld stated that this conclusion contradicts all theoleglans
of all Churches, and most of all, contradicts the Scripture.g7
Then how dees man know when he is Justified, resenerated, and

adopted? The Bidle teaches that God's children have an inward wite
nesg or testimony from the Holy Spirit to their sdoption or songhin,
and that this witness bhrings conviction or asgurance that they are
pleasing in God's gight.

For ye received not the spirit of bondsge again

unto fear; but ye received the spirit of adoption,

whereby we cry, Abba, Father, The ®pirit himeslf

beareth witness with our spirit, that we ars

children of Cod (Romans 8:15,18).

but when the fulness of the time came, God sent

forth nis Son, born of a woman, born under the law,

that he might redeem them that were under the law,

that we might receive the adopiion of sons. and

becaunge ye are gons, God sent forth the Spirit of

hig Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father

(Galatians 4:4=6),

The Spirit here spoken of is not merely a personified spirit or

the geniue of the Gospel, but the Spirit of God sent forth into men's
hearts when they are redeemed from the curse of the law., He removas

the fenr caused by the "spirit of bondage" and directly testifies to

their adoption, that they are the children of God. No wonder John

tﬁe Apoetle exclaimed, "Behold, what manner of love the father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be cmlled children of God" (I John
3:1).

Entire sanctification, Thoge who have been born‘of the Spirit
becone candidates for Hig bapéism, for throush Hinm men are to he

blassed with "every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
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Christ" (Fphesians 1313)., Entirve sanctificstion reans the transfer
of holinegs from God to man, It includes man's consecrstion or
deddcation of himself o Cod and His will, and Ged's act of accept-
ing 8ll of man and £3lling him with His “pirdy, thus clsansing him
from all sin and emprwering Lim for service, Verfect love iz coie
plotely fulfilled in the nind of the sanctified san, for he is lad
of God., Tegensration is reforred to as initisl sanctifiecation, for
the regunerated man ie forgiven for, and cleansed from his pgst sin,
being made & "new creature” in Christ (11 Corintiieng H5;:17). Sane-
tification, then, siould be refarred to pe anbire panctificntion,
for 1t is the conpletion of God's whole work of grace,
ntire sanctificstion is an ewperience wiieh sinners cannot

obtain, Chazlas Twing Proun atateds

In every ons of these instances [0 baptisn

. with the Holy Splirit, as reported n the

Serinture, P there is resscnable evidence

thet the npersons tims baptised with the

Holy “plrit wers praviosualy comverted - were

truly regensrate beliovera. Concerning the

disgiples before the day of Pentecost, no man

wonld need to fear judsnent with even leas

agsurance of justification timn they enjoyed,

They wers sons of Yod , ., ,acknowledp=d as

aaved by Christ: ‘low ye ars clemn through

the word which I have groken unte you, I am

the vine, ye ave the branchee' {(John lﬁ:ﬁ.ﬁ).38

“he disciples were §p Chriet, then; and the Jeripture says,

"Whorefore if any man e in Chpist, he ig a nev cresture” (II
Corint inng B;17). Frown cenfizeed: thie point: "It is certainly
straining & point to eay that men called and sent by Christ %o
presch and csnt rud devile were not even convarted themaelves, "o

Yot it can Ye meen that even in the lives of these men who
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had walked the clogest to Jesus and had heard Hie words znd had been
taught by Him, salvation or regeneration alone was not enough. For
they were fearful, They were fearful when Christ walked on the water
{John 6319), fearful when the gea became tempestuous (Matthew 8:26),
- and fearful when the soldiers came to take Jesus (Mark 14350). Yet
the apestle John, after he lad been perfected in love by the baptism
of the'Spirit, wrote, "There is no fear in love: but nerfect love
casteth out fear, becanse fear hath punishment; and he that feareth
is not made verfect in love" (I John 4:18).
And so Christ preyed that these men might Dbe entirely sancti-

fied:

I pray for them: I pray not for the world,

but for those whom thou hast given me; for

they are thine: Sanctify then [@r, ag the

Greek tranglates it. 'make them holy']

through thy truth: thy word is truth (John

17:9, 1%).
And Christ sent the Comforter to them - and not to them only, but
unto all believers in Him.

I will pray the Father, and he shall give you .

another Comforter, that he may be with you for

ever, even the Spirit of truth: whom the world

cennot receive . . . «But the Comforter, =ven

the Holy ¥pirit, whom the Father will send in

my name, he shall teach you all thinzg . . « .
For if 1 go not sway, the Conforter will not

come unto you; but if I go, I will send him
unto you (John 14:16,17,26; 16:7).

The Holy Spirit witnesses to the work of entire sanctification
in the soul Just as certainly as He does to the work of adeption. Thus,
there is as great an assurancse of this second work as there is of the

first., Brown agserted:
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We believe completely . . .that salvation
consiste of two criges; first, regeneration; and
gecond, an andinting of the Spirit, . . .we bee
lisve that these experiences muat be more than
formal ceremonies 2nd must be guarenteed by some-
thing moyre definite than the ritusl of the church,
nanely, by the witness of the Holy Spirit in the
heart of the seeker,30

Effects resulting from entire sanctification, other than
thoze of power, péace. and a holy separvateness from the world, are
a fixed assurance of one's accsptance in Christ, and evangelistic
ferver. TFor "we speal that which we lmow, and benr witness of that
which we have seen" (John 33:1l).

Intire sanctification is in itself a large subject. It has
therafore been referred to throughout this thesis only in its relation
to the witness of the 8pirit, or the doctrine of sssvrance., It has
been shoun,in chapters three anl four,that the full consecration of
man,and his sanctification has great effsct on the witness of God's
Spirit in its constancy and degree, and on the fruits of the “pirit
which coafirm the first witness.

Accofding to Miley, assurance is like faith, but ig actually
the resulting persuasion of truth in what is believed., This pere
suasion can be as resl and clear as was the definite act of faith
which came first.%d Thus, the assurance of sonship is such a form
of confldence. It is from the witness of man's epirit and so springs
from an approprizte testimony, perteking of the nature of faith., ind

though the witness of God's Spirit is given in s differsnt manner, it

produces the same kind of assurance.
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B, Reality of Assurance

The reality of assursnce has recelved its clearsst and fullest
presentation in the chapter on the witness of CGod's Spirit and the
witness of man's spirit, But here attention has been celled to a few
facts which combine in the proof of such a privilege.

As already shown, the matter of asgsurance ig that of a state
of sal§ation attainable through juetification and regeneration, whereby
man becomes a child of God. It is not reasonable that such an attaln-
ment should be hidden from men, If God forgives man's sins He will in
some way assure him of the fact, Niley pointsd cut that when a eriminal
ie pardoned, he is told of if; will not God then tell men when his sins
are forgiven? Vhenever Christ said, "Thy sins are forgiven thee" (Mark
215), He made known two acﬁs. One was the act of pardon within His own
mind; the other was an act of making the pardon known to the one to be
férgiven. The firzt act would have been complste without the second,
but the sscond naturally followsd. It would not be like Jesus to hold
baciz the assuvance of forgiveness, and God is just as merciful. 4nd
man is juet ss in need of the information!82

In the discussion of regeneration, the mighty chenge wrought

The love of God revlaces

enmity; instead of condemnstion there is peace with God; and the fruits
of the Spirit replace the works of the flesgh, Such a life of love to-
vard God and man cannot be hid from man's personal consciocusness, for
" it ig in the nature of such a life to make itself ynown to him, And

hence he would be assured of ite nossession, "He that believeth on the
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Son of CGod hath the witness in himself" (I John 5:10,4.V.) - that the
record which God has glven of His Son is trmue. Walker declared that
'the form of this testimony is obvious, The mental exercises, - the
hopss, fears, interssts, states of mind, which those had who believed
the truth in the apostolic age, ars given in the Few Testament. These
gxarcises were pr5ducea by believing the truth as then revealed. And
the Holy Spirit now gives the same ﬁruth to make the same promised state
of mind in believers., The Christian knows that it is the same Spirit
and the same truth that the apostles knew, because the same effects are
produced in him, by the same cause. The promises of light, comfort, and
strength which the Spirit gives are fulfilled, so that the Christian
cannot doubt this assurance.

This is the assurance of the writer of Hebrews who sald, "The
Holy Spirit also beareth witness to us" (Hebrews 10:15). He based his
words on the promise of the 0ld Testament, that in Christ's time the law
should be written in the heart. This was fulfilled in him by the
Spirit, and therefore he lmew, by the highest of all evidence, that
both the 01ld Testament promises and the New Testament experience were
from CGod., And the presence of Chrigt by His Spirit is better evidence

than was His presence by the pillar of cloud and fire. In the former,

Christ is present to the soul, but in the latier only to the sense,
Wow Y“the light of the lmowledsze of the glory of God in the face of

Jesus Christ" (II Corinthians 4:8) is given unto us, through His Spirit.

Wallkker stated that the conseinsus testimony of the Holy Spirit is
the only satisfactory evidence of faith in Christ. The grternal evi-

dence of the truth of Christianity may convince the intelligzence of some
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men that the system has historiecal validity, bub it will be true for-
ever , that "no man can say, Jesus is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit"
(I Corinthians 13;3).34
| The 1ife of true assurance is possidle, then. Man may know the
"exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe" {¥phesisns 1:19).
Thig is salvation from doubt. Daniel Steele related that many testify
today to this salvation as the blessed erperience of years. Harassed
and weakensd by danbt‘bhey have opened the Biphle and found the Promise
of the ¥ather, the Comforter who witnessed to the believer that he was
saved., It i3 not surprising that many, believing the testimony of their
brethren, are gaying:

0, that I might at ppee go up;

No more oan this side Jorden stop,

But pow the land vossess;
This moment end my legsl vears,
Sorrows and sine, and doubts, and fears,-
A ho¥ling wilderness,3b
Though 1%t may bs said that this salvation ig only for those with

whom faith ig easy, 1% has besen the purposé of thias study to gshow that
any.whb fully trust in Jesus may be lifted 0 the peak of assurance.
Said Steele, "lew Testament Chrictians abound in the joy of assurance

ag soon as they receive Christ Jesus as Savior and Lord."36

€. Psychology of Assurance

The fact that Jesus lives and reigms over the believer rests on
intuitive evidence. Dogmatic truths are not discovered in their abstract
form, but they sre concrete in Him, the Alphs and Omega. "But of Him

are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, and
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righteﬁuﬁness, end sanctification, and redemption” (I Corinthians 1:30).
Daniel Steele held that this intuitive truth stands all the cri-

teria of primary truth, for to the believer it is incomprehensidle,

simple, necessary, certain, and universal. OFf nothingz is the mature

believer, under the Holy Spirit, more certain, than that his Hedeenmer

_1ives,37

The writef has found many persons who feel thet there is more

“room for doubt with resyect.to Unristian experience than there is in

the affeirs of this life. But men can know God in Christ as he knows
any facts in this world. 3Steelestated that:

The thoughtful believer 1s sometimes annoyed
by the thought that God hag nothing to do with
inward religioug emotions - that what geems to
come from without, and to move go marvelously
‘within the soul to assure of pardon and cleansing
from sin, really arises from the hidden depths of
our own mysteriocus nature while intently contem
plating rellgious ideas, and that there is no man-
ifestation of Bod at all as an objective existence,
s o oBut we may know that God manifecsts Himself in
Christian experience by the teatimony of our con-
scinusness - the same testimony that aseures us of
the existence of the external world, . . .The soul
illunined by the Holy Spirit is consecicus, not only
of its own subjective relizious swercises, but of
God, their external cause, imnpressing Himself mys-
teriously upon the Spirit, In other worde, we may
have, when our perceptions are auickened by the
Holy Spirit,; the same knowledse of Ynd as we have
of the erternal world,38

And Stesle quoted Pascal as saying, "The things of this world
must be known in §rder to be loved, but Jesus Christ must be loved in
order to be knewn."sg This is only another form of ﬁhe ingepired words
of John who taught that the hearf is & facnity of knowledge: g -

that loveth not knoweth not God, for God is love' (I John 4:8). '"Ihe
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'1pve of Christ ., . .passeth knowledge" (®phesiansg Z:19).
D. Bources of Assarance

I% has already appeared that there are two sources of assurances
the witness of the Holy Spirit, and the witness of ons's own spirit.
The fact of a witness of one's own spirit has been treated in chapter
four. Sufficient proof exists for the witness of the Holy Spirit in
the single text of Bomans 8:16, and morve still in other verses, "For
the law of the Spirit of life in Chriat Jesus made ne frss.from the
law of sin and of death® (Romans 8:2), Here the Spirit must mean, not
the freedom given, but the Ferson Who gives it, ". . .if so be that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you' (Romans 8:9b)., This in&wélling of
the.Spirit does ﬁnt, cannot mean simply a spiritual state or dispoge
ition, It is in a far deeper seﬁse of Serinture that Christians are
"the temple of the Holy Spirit" (I Corinthians 6:19) and the "havita-
tion of God in the Soirit" (¥phesisns 2:22). These facts must mean 2
personal presence or indwelling of the Holy Soirib. 4, . Jbut ye re-
ceived the spirit of sdoption® (Homans 8:18), Here the spirit of
adoption mnst mean, not the disposition of an adopted child, but the

divine Spirit through whose agency we become the children of adoption.

This meaning is thoroughly Scriptural, so that the words respecting
the witness of the Spirit to our sonship muet mean a distinct, direet
Qitnegs.of the Spirit Himeelf, The fact of such a witness of the
Spirit will further appear in the treatment of His testimony in the
next chapter,

This is not the only recorded instance of the personal agsncy of
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the Hely Spirit,. Doctai Miley stated thet instanceg axist in the
Scripture concerning the personality and divinity of the Spirit in the
works of creation and providence, and especially in redemption. Through
His personal agency men are born into God's kingdom and are made Godl's
children. Therefore, the witness of the Spirit to one's sonship is an
instance of His personal agency in perfect accord with His manifeld
offices in the work of redemption., The fact confirms the truth of Hig

personal witnesszing to adoption.4°
B. Summary

It was found that by assurance is meant the persuasion or confi-
dence of 2 believer in Christ that he is a child of CGod, This assur-
ance ig not of the essence of justifying faith; the direct testimony
or agsurance of the Spirit to adoption follows justification and is
one of its results. Justification removes guilt, regeneration imparts
spiritual life, and adoption actually receives one‘intn the fanily 6f
God, It is thie adoption to which the Bpirit witnessss,

It was also found that those who have been born of the Spirit
become candidates for baptism with the Holy Spirit, which ig entire
sanctification. The Holy Spirit witnesses to this work as well as to
adoption.

The life of true assurance must be poésible, for if God freely
forgives man's gsing, He will assurs him of the fact: and so mighty a
change as the new birth will surely make itself known. Any who fully
trust in Jesus may have this assurance, and, under the full illumina~

tion of the Holy Spirit, know God in Him ss they know any facts in this
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world.,

The sources of assurance are two-fold. ?he witness of the Holy
Spirit and the-witness of man's own spirit. Thrqugh the agency of the
Holy Spirit, men are made children of God, and,‘therefore, His witness
to it accords with His manifold offices in the work of man's redemption,
This fact eonfirms the truth of His personal witnessing to man's

adopbion,




CHAPTER III
THE WITNESS OF GOD'S SPIRIT

Thig chapter has béen organized into five main divisions deasling
with the witness of God's Spirit to adoption and entire sanctification.
Included in the first thres divisions vere definitions of the witness,
names given to the witness, and the Seriptural basic for the witness.
Ip the fourth section the nsture of the witness was dealt with, showing
that the witness is distinet, perscnal, immediate, vgriable end wvalid.
An angwer to the question, "Is the Spirit's witness constant or inter-
nittent?" was given, including a discussion of eternal security. In
the f£ifth division the manner of the witness wes discussed. A sumnery
of thé chapﬁer followed,

Yo the believar.‘the most important fact after sadoption is the
assurance given in God's Word that it is possidle to rscsive from God
“a direct testimony to one's acceptance as a2 child., This testimony is
hardly inferior to the adontion itself, because it brings comfort, jJoy,
and strength sgainst unbelief, 1In fact, a¢5ption would lose much of
its power as a doctrine if its existence as an experience were left to
doubtful assumption. The relationship one has to God is something that
he needs to know, so that he may presume that CGod has made some provie
sion for such a2 conscious need., NFor God in His merecy has anticipated
every real want of man's.‘ And the provision for man's need of a wit- .
negs to his adoption is found in the office and work of the Holy

Spirit,




A, Definitions of the Witness

The following definitions of the witness of the Spirit have been

cited, in order to clarify the subject under discussion,

Steele's Definition.-

s o otha divine testimony in every normal relig-
loug experience, a simple, undoudted, satisfac~
tory and sometimes very jJoyful assurance, like
an intultion, by which we are notified as from
some outer gource, and made to feel that all is
blessedly right between God and our own soul,
that Hie wrath is turned away and He loves us.
This comes in angwer to the prayer of faith and
in dirsction as if from the God to whom we pray
and the Christ in whom we trust.4l

Hegley's Definition.

e o o0y the festimony of the &pirit, I mean, an
inward impression on the soul, whereby the Spirit
of God immediately and directly witnssses to my
spirit, that I am a child of God; that Jesus Christ
hath loved me, and given himself for me; that all
ny sins ars blotted out, and I, even I, am rscon-
ciled to God.42

¥iley's Definition,

By the witness of the Spirit iz meant that
inward evidence of acceptance with Ged which
the Holy Spirit reveals directly to the cone-
sclousness of the belisver,” :

As has been pointed out in chapter two, the Spirit is notilimited

to the assurance of salvation, btut witnesses zlso to subsequent entirs

sanctification,

What 1= Lhe witness of the Spirit? The original word _uaptvpda

(marturia) may be translated sither (as it is in several places) the

witness, or it may be given as the tastimony, or the record. The last
translation is given in I John 5:11, A.V., "And thie is the record,

that CGod hath given to us eternal 1life, and this life is in his Son,"
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By "record" is meant the testimony, or the sum of what Cod testifiss,

in all the inspired writings. In thié case it is given by the Spirit

of God to and with man's apirit: Cod's Spirit is the Person tastifying,
and He testifies to man's sonship. The immsdiate result of this testi-
mony ie the fruit of the Spirit without whieh the teatimony could not
long endure. For, according to the Wesleyan wiewpoint, the witness is
inevitably destroyed by sn inward or outward act of sin, a sin of omig-
sion of known duty, or by whatever grieves the Holy Spirit: In such \\
an important matter then, the highest form of testinony to the salva- /
tion and ‘entirse sanctification Gf e soul is sssential. If the Holy
Spirit did not witness directly, the whole mattar would be inference

and darkness. But God, Who is Light, has pglven His Spi}it that men may
know the thinge which He has given them, Without this witness only
doubts and fears could exist, but becaure of it there is fulfilled Co&'s
promise of a "peace'th;t passeth all.underetanding“ (Pﬁ%lippiane A437)

to guard men's hearts and thoughts in Christ Jesus.
B. Nanmes (Hiven the Vltness

Various names are given to the witness of the Holy .Spirit

according to the work of the Spirit, such as pealine of the Spirit,

garnest of the Spirit, ths Spirit of adoption, and ‘full assurancs.

The Holy Spirit ie given.to believers bzcause they are sons,
not to make them sons. He testifies to their sonship and ~acceptance
with God after they have been born of the Spirit. “He that believeth
on the Son of God hath the witness in him" (I John B5:;10a). Thue, the

witness of the Spirit is distinet from the work of the Spirit in
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regeneration, It is semething which ig added to that work to make known
in the heart the fact of its zenuine presence, It 4is the approving
"seal" which God vlaces on His own; the "earnest" He gives them pledg-
ing the fulfillment of His covenant, UHe has put his seal ﬁyon us and
=iven ua His-Sﬁirit in our hearts a8 & guaraﬂtee" (11 Corinthians 1322,
R.S.V.). Merrill asser‘edithat this sealing of the Spirit is the
blessing of Abraham realized by faith; a comprshensive blessing which
may be said to be the highest privilege of the regenerated this side
of the resurrection of the dead.%? "ind do not grieve the loly Spirit
of God, in whom you were sealed unbto the day of reiemption” (Ephssians
4330).

In him you also, who have hesrd $he word bf truth,

the gospel of your salvation, and huve believed in

him, were sezled with the promised Holy Spirit,

which is the guarantee of our inheritance until we

acgquire possession of it, to the praise of hie

glory (IZphesians 1:13,14, K,8.V.).

Biederwolf pointed osut $hat the allusion to the seslas a pledge
of purchase would be peculisrly intelligible to the “phesians, because
Iphesus was a maritime city in which an extensive timber‘trade wes
carried on., After the merchant selected his timber, be stamped it with

his own signet, an aclmnovledged sign of ownerghip. Often he 4id not

take his vogsesgion with him then, but left it fleating in the harbor

with other timber. Then later he would send a trustworthy asgent with
the signet, and this apgent would find the timber bearing a correse

ponding lwuprint, claim it, and bring it for his masterits use.*® 1In

the same way the Holy Spirit impresses on the soul now the imege of
Jesueg Christ, and this is the sure pledze of everlasting inheritence.,

And not only of inheritence, but it is also 2 pledge of the privilege



of being used of the Master,

Further, this witness is called the "Spirit of adoption® (Romang

8:15,16; Calatians 4:6), and it ie called "full assurance".
that their hearts may be conforted, they being
knit together in love, and unto all riches of
the full assurance of understanding, that they
way know the mystery of God, even Christ
{Colossians 212).
how that our gospel came not unto you in word
only, but slsgo in power, gnd in the Holy Spirit,
end in much sssurance (I Thesssleonizns 1:185),
let ueg draw near with a true heart in full
gssurance, having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience: and having our body washed
with pure water (Hebrewe 10:122).

"And we desire that sach one of you may show the same dilizence uanto

the full assurance even to the end” (Hebrews 6311).

Torther, Daniel Steel said that this witness of the Spirit is
elso called by the metaphorical designotion, the "sarnest of ‘the
Spirit". The "earnest" is derived from merceutile ussge traceable
to the Phoenicians, the founders of commerce, It assured the fule
£fillment of a promise. It could have bsen a part of purchase movey
pald in a&vance.to bind & bargain, or it could have been an install-

nent of the wages of a servent, paid at the time of hiring. The ser-

vant had to work for the master, and the master wag oblipged to0 pay

‘the remaining waszes after the service was done, Thus, both parties
could enforce the contract, If the buyer did not take the goods, he

forfeited the money advanced, and if the servant fa2iled to comnlete

the service, he had to refund the earnest he had taken, 6
\

The phrase "earnest of the Spirit" occurs only twice in the |
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New Testament, Cremmatically the words "the Spirit" are in apposition
with the word "earnest", meaning that the pledge consiste in the Holy
Spirit bestowed upon the bveliever and dwelling in his heart. "And
gave us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts” (II Corintidans 1:22).
The full wage will not be paid "until the redemption of CGod's own
possession” (Yphesiang 1:114), Arminianism holds that it is a fore-
taste of & future heaven, and of a present heaven atbainable by faith,
sgpeclally in entire sanctification,

Jeseph Farker has stated that "3y mistalting the earnest for the -
fulness we run the risk of stating incomplete truths as final revela-
tions."4? The earnest of. the Spirit is the aggurance of the fullness .
of the Spirit in this life, It promises the future privilege of
drinking evermore of "a river of water of 1ife, bright as crystal,
procesding out of the throne of Cod and of the Laxb" (ﬁsvelation 22:1).
But the fullness surely is promised for this life, for Paul prayea.for
it for believers (¥phesians 2:19; 4:13), and many in the apostolie
chureh enjoyed it (Jude 1, Romans 15:29, I Peter 1:2). Also, the
writer hag heard many testify to this fullnsss in this suceesding
generation,

The sarnest of the Spitit lays an obligation upon those receiv-

ing it, this obligation being fubure service. Steelsdeclared that if
the service is not performed, the earnest will'be withdrawn, but if
the service is lovingly and willingly done, the zift will be increaged
even to the manctification of the whole body, soul and spirit.48
Parther, Steele believed that the earnest impliee identity in

kind, If pald in silver, the whole would be pzid in silver, or if




in gold, the wages ﬁeuld be in zold,4? In the case of the believer in
Christ, then, if the earnest is the Holy(&pirit, then the fullness of
the Comforter will be ths believer's vorbion now and in future life.
This is a joyful promise in both the dld and YNew Testaments. "I am :
thy excesding grsat reward" was Jehovah's message to Abraham, in v
Genesis 15:1,

fhis doctrine of the immediate contact of Godls Spirit with wen's
gpirit rests upon many Scrip£ura1 proofa, As given by “teele, these
proofs are the communion of the Holy Spirit, the revelation of Christ
withia the smoul, the knowledge of God, the strengthened form of the
Greek z‘ﬂcryo s {epignosis), as in Colossiang 2:2, giving
a certain, clear, tﬁaraugh and perfect knowledge of Christ, and full
aggurance, excluding all doubt, 50 In his Pirst Epistle John stated
Mye know" and "ye all Mmow" (I John 2:20) thirty-four times, compared
to only five statements concarning not knowing - a firm Scriptural

basis of this positive doctrins!
C. Scriptural Basis for the Witness

The Seripture testifies of many men who have had the witness of

God's Spirit to assure them of their acceptance by Him., In Hebrews

11:4 God speaks of Abel who by faith "offered unto God a more ercsll~
ent sacrifice . . .through which he had witness borne $o him that he
was righteous, Cod bearing witness in respeet of his gifts." There
was Tnoch also, who Yhad witnsss borne to him that before his transg-
lation he had been-well—pleasing to God" (Hebrsws 11:5), Job knew

that his Redeemer lives (Job 19:25), and David lmew that bis sins




35

were forglven (Psalme 52:5; 103:3,12). To Isaiah the Lord said, ". o .
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin forgiven® (Isaiah 6:7b). And
there are many more passagss clearly teaching that ths Spirit of God
testifies concerning the relation of believers to God. Some of the New
Testanent promises have been quoted below:

And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, ve-

cause the Spirit ig the trmuth . . .He that be-

lieveth on the Son of God hath the witneds in

himgs . . .the witnegs that fod hath borne con-

cerning his Son, 4nd the witness is this, that

God gave unto us eternal life, and this life. is

in His Som., . . .And we know that the Son of Gnd

is come, and hath given us an understanding,

that we know him that 1¢ trus, and we are in him

that is true, even in his Son Jesus Chrish.

Thie iz the true God, and eternal 1ife (I John

8:7, 10, 11, 20).
"God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abdba,
Pather" (Gelatians 4:8). "For ye received not the spirit of bondage
again unte fear; but ye received the spirit of adoption, whereby ve
cry, Abba, Father, The Spirit himself beareth witness with our
spirit that we are children of God" (Romens 8:15,16). " . + Jthe
love of God hath been shed abroad in our hearts through the Holy
Spirit which was given unto us" (Romans 5:5b)., ", . .our gosnel came

not vnéo you in word only, but aleo in power, and in the Holy Spirit,

and in much assurance” (I Thegssalonians 1:5), %And ye have an annoint-

ing from the Holy Ume, and ye know all thinzs., I bave not written uato
you because ye know not the truth, but becauze ye know it" (I Jolm 2:20,
21)., "And as for you, the anointing which ya rscelved of him abideth
in you, and ye neged not that any one teach you; but as his anocinting

teachath you concsrning all things, and is true, . . .ye abide in him®
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3

(I John 2:27), "And he that keeveth his commandments abideth in him,
and he in him, And hereby we inow that he abideth in us, by the
Spirit wideh he gave us” (I John 2:24). ‘'hereby we kmow that we abide
in hin and he in ua, because he hath given us of hie Spirith (I John
4113), "We know that we are of God" (I John 5:19). "For there are
three who bear witnese, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and
the three agree in one. If we have the witness of men, the witness of
flod ig greater: for the witness of Cod is this, that he hath Lorn wit-

ness concerning his Son" (I Joﬁn 5:8,9). -
D, Hature of the Witness

The nature of the witness can best be explained in terms of ite
characieristics. These characteristics have been expressed in tnis
chapter in the following order: The witness of the Spirit is distinet,
persconal, immediate, wariable, and valid. Other characteristics af the
witness have been explained in answer to the questions, "Is the witness
of tha Spirit internmittent or constant?" and "Is the posssssion of the
.witness a duby or a privilege?” The witness of the Spirit to regen-
eration and to entire senctification has been denlt with under the
characteristics listed above.

The Witnege Is Distinct. %wo or'mora witnesses may jointly
testify to the sams thing, and still be.distinct witnesses, The Holy
Spirit is such a witness when He testifiss to maﬁ‘s sonship and entlre
sanctification. "The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our spirit
that we are children of God" (Romans 8:16)., "The Greek word for "wit-

ness" here means two or mors witnesses Jointly yet distinctly testi-
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fying to the same thing. Since two are designated, the forcé of ¢ WV
(s;)';a) with 4 apPlvpr €w (martyreo) means that there can be no mors
or less than two. fW,é,d aPLlyErYgun martyrein) means %o be a
fellow-witness, to witness the séme thing that another does. HMilsey
abated that the word cbnstaptly gignifiss thig type of witness in
Beripture, and is never used but where thers is a concurrent evidence
of two witnesses. Both classical and ecclesiagtical authorities cone-
firm this meaning.sl
Then, since thisg is the meaning of the text, the Holy Spirit
must be a distinct witness to adoption. Ewen if the sense of two
witnesses were disproven, it would not prove that the text does not
mean a distinet witness of the Spirit, bub only that it does not mean
a witness of man's own spirit.. Then, according to Dr. Miley, the
Spirit would witness 1o rather than with man's spirit, man's epirit
simply receiving the witness of CGod's Spirit. But even so, the
Spirit's distinet, personal witnessing would be meant, 4&nd it would
gb1ll be true that one's own spirit witnesses to his songhip, though
thie particular text would not express it. But from either wview a
distinet witnessing of CGod's Spirit must be accepted as Scripbural and
true,52 That is, the Holy Spirit must be a distinct witness to adopé:;}
tion, and therefore, lozically, to entire sanctification.: There wauid
be no need for the type of witness %o change, | Another text proving a
diétinct witness to man's sonshi? by the Spirit ig Galatlens 4:6:
"And because ye are sons, God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into

our hearts, crying Abda, Father.®
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The ¥Witness ig_Parsoggl. Yhe Spiritts witness is personal as
well as distinct. %ccording to Dr, Wilsy, the witness of the Spirit

is vitally comnected with the Spirit of adoption, for the latter is
essential to filial love. ‘Thersfore, the witneés of the 8pirit is as
mach a part of the common salvation as adontion 150153 Since this
is true, the witness of the Spirit must be the comman»privilege of all
believers, their pscvliar, God-given birthright. Believers may have
perfect‘conviction of the truth vhich iz in Christ, and entirely trust
in the merits of His blood. For the Scrivturss speak of the "full
assurence of understanding” (Colossians 2:2), the "f£ull ascurance of
hepe" (Hebrews 6:11), snd the "full assurence of £aith? {Hebrews 103
22). 4nd they refer to the fulfillment of the prowise of a heavenly
inheritance, Tims, it mst be concluded that the full assurance of
understanding, hope, and faith is the privilege of every Christian,
The witness of the Spirit is 8 right of esch of Godts children, and a
high ealling to which each should press.

Farther, as it was sbtated previously in this chapter, every
Christian is sealed and heg the esmest of the HSpirit which is the
Spirit Hinself.(II Corinthians 1:21,22; Ephesians 1:13,14; 4:30).

Merrill said that every child of Cod is sealed with a sign which the

Lord shall know when He comés, ©This is the fuliillment of both 01d
and Wew Pestament promises. The Holy Spirit was $0 be the heritage of
the Church throughout the dispensation.54 And so Peter replied in
ansver to the question, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" (LActs 2
37)s ". . .Repent ye, and be bapiized. . .and ye shall receive the

glft of the Holy Spirit. Yor to you is the promise, and to your child-
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ren, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our CGod
shall call unto him" (Acte 2:38,29). The promise was made in the
Abrahamic covenant:  Yand in thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed” (Genesis 22:18)., This promise of blessing includes
the gift of the Spirit as the permahent privilege of the Church under
the Cospel. This fact is proven by Paul's application of the promise
in Gelatians 3:13,14: '"Chrlist redeemed us from the curse of the 1aw;
having become a curse for us. , . .bthat upon the Gentiles might come
the blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus; that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit throush faith.” The "blessing of Abrahan' ig
the blessing that CGod promised both to him and to hie seed, and
through his seed to all nations. To Yreceive the promise of the
Spirit" is to receive the Spirit which was promised, and that Spirit
is the blessing of Abraham, It is the Spirit Who is to abide with
the Church, to witness to the truth of Christ's teachinzs, to guide
the diseinles into that truth and all truth, to be in thelr hearts

s the Spirit of adeption, crying, "Abba, Father”, and o infill
them with perfect love, Lccording to Merrill, the Spirit's presence
in the soul, His manifestation to the consciousness, is the divine

testinony to adoption and sanctification, even if no volce is heard

and no process is revealed, The conscious presence of ths Iplrit is
the voice of God bearing witness to man's acceptance and clesansing,
fan does not need words or revelationg before he can know that God
owng him as His child, and abides in him?s "But we received, not the
gpirit of the world, ut the spirit which is from Cod; that we might

know the things that wers fresly given to us of Ged” (I Corinthians 2:12).
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In Ephesisns 1:13 believers are seszled with the pronised Spirit,
promised by Cod through Joel, Biederwolf declared, on the basis of

56 Then the witness of

this text, "Dvery genuine believer is sealed.”
the Spirit must be personal. The next cuestion was, "But when does
the “pirit's witness come?”
ihe Witness Ig Immediate. Closely related to the subject of
the gbjects of the Spirit's witness - that is, individual bvelisvers -
is the time of the Spirit's witnesé. The idea of a seal, said
Blederwolf, includes both authentieation and ownershin or security.57
In John 6327 Christ spoke of the Fatherts seal upon Him, and it congig-
ted in the miracles wyought by Christ.through the ﬁower of the Spirit
given to Him., That was authentication. This sealing for the belisver
is "next after faith" according to Professor “meaton., Both loglcally
and theologically, the Spirit witnesses riszhb after faith,58
Biederwolf declared that chronologically, the Spirit's witness
and faith are practically simulianeous, Uuon believing we are sealed,
The faith is essential to, and the fonndation of, the sealing,59 The
literal reading of *phesians 1:12Z is "having believed",not Yafter that
ve believed, ys were sealed.” @, Campbell Morsen was therefore right

when he stated that the sealing of the Spirit is idenﬁical with regen-

gration., In fact he made it identical with the baptism of the Spirit,

but in his mind this last was the same as regeneration.so
The gift of the Holy Spirit, which the ayOStleé gxperisnced,

vas the object of all the instructions of the day of Penteccst, #s it

hag alrsady been noted, the ans#er to the question, "Men and brethren,

what shall we do?" - a guestion which arcse under the preaching of the

Goapel - was "Bepent and be baptized, . .2nd ye shall receive the gzift
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of the Holy Spirit" (Hcts 2:78)., This gift does follow the remission
of sins, and witnesses to the fact of adoption attending regenerabtion:
but it never precedes pardon.

The disciples partly velieved in Jesus before Pentecost, and
Christ knew thelr hearts and their faith, and accepbted them, But s$ill,
though their sins were forgiven and they were Justified and regenerated,
they did not have the seal or abiding presence of the Holy Spirit,
Merrill stated:

Of course they had the blessings of the
old digpensation and alaso other advantapgess
from intimate fellowship with Jesug, but
they lived asg minor heirs, differing nothing
in spiritual attainments from servants. Then
came Penfecost, and under this bantism they
obtained the freadom of children snd went out
from bondage with the mark of God's approval
and ths seal of His love upon them,61

Some of the influsnces of the Spirit ars found in the heart
before pardon and before repentance, it is trmie, His coanvinciag,
enlightening power precedes the sonl's first movement towards God,
and thoe leads it toward repentance, And Hieg life-giving powver
accompanies the forgiveness of sinsg regeueréting the soul. But the

gift which is the witness, seal, and earnest iz the heritage of

justified believers only, testifying to regeneration and adopiion.

Uoncerning the time of the Spirit's witness to entire sanctifi-
cation, it can be said, logically, that it too must be after paxdon,
The Holy “pirit cannot dwell in'a sinner; He abides in those who have
been cleanced and regenerated, Mirst He worits in wmen the work of sale
vation, then He witnesgses to their adoption, making then one with the

Lord., And finally, when men yisld fully te His sway and pover, conse-
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crating and yislding their all to God that they might be sanctified

by Him, then they know the crowning glory of the %Yospel dispensation.
Uraces 1like those of Jesus are matursd and ripened into Christian
perfection when God's Spirit controls, as well as immediately wite
nesges to man's gonship., 4And He will control ag soon as He is
allowed to after regeneration. %he tinme of sanctification, éven af<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>