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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM, THE IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY, AND
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE MATERIAL INTO CHAPTERS

1, THE PROBLEW

Jesus, speaking to His disciples, as recorded in the
Gospel according to Matthew, makes this statement:

For then shall be great tribulation, such as hath not
been from the beginning of the world until now, no nor
ever shall be. And except those days had been shortened,
no flesh would have been savedi but for the elect's sake
these days shall be shortened.

In these words, Jesus expresses in a very clear manner a truth
that 1s reflected in the 01d and New Testaments alike. 1In

this statement Jesus'is-giVing, almost word for word, a proph-
ecy uttered by Daniel as recorded in Daniel 12:1. Isaish 26:21 -
speaks of a time when, "Jehovah cometh forth out of His place
to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity."®

Thus, by the testimony of the 0ld and New Testaments, there is

proof of a time of tribulation to come upon the world such as

has never been.

But there are certain scriptures that have been vari-
ously interpreted by different schools of prophecy which have
caused much controversy over various phases of this time of

tribulation, and questions have arisen such as: What is the

1 Matthew 2U4:21,22,



nature of this period; what relation does it have to the
Lord's return, and does the Church go through any of this
tribulation?

in fact, there have been views so divergent from others
and that have so strained the truths of Scripture that it has
caused many to fall from the falth and to ask, "Where is the
promige of His coming?" And there have been those who have
brought such disrepute upon the prophetical portions of the
Bible and the teachings of them that they have caused many min-
igters of God to discontinue the use of the book of Revelation,
a book, that in the first chapter promises the blessings of

God upon the ones reading and the ones hearing its prophecies.

The problem. This investigation was centered around

the problem and purpose of studying the various views, compar-
ing interpretation with interpretation, in the light of the Holy
Scriptures, in order to come %o such a conclusion that convic-
tions might be had as the the real teaching of the Word of God

on this matter, that the people of God might recelve the bless-

ii‘lg:s pl‘Omi geds
IT. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY

When one pauses to look upon the world of today in the
light of what can be seen near at hand and what can be realized

by what 1s seen and heard through the eyes and ears of the press
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and radio, one realizes that this world has arrived at a per—-
iod of time such as it has never before known. In the past 35
years there have been two major wars; the first being far worse
than anything until then known and the second being as much
‘worse than the first as the first was worse than anything pre-
vious. And, not only so, but it seeme that the world is facing
a holocaust that promises to wipe out all flesh upon the face
of the earth.

It ie 1n times such as these that men who believe in the
God of the Holy Scriptures turn to those Seriptures for guldance
and reassurance in order that they might gain that strength
which is needed for passing triumphantly through times of great
travail., God has given the Bible, with its counsgel for every
phase of life, for the very purpose of saving and feeding the
souls of men that they might face the future, any future, with
confidence and courage, and in so doing, bring glory to His
Name. |

Not only has God given the Scriptures that men's souls
might be fed, but He has also called men of His own cheosing

to come apart to study the Scriﬁtures in order that His people
might know the truth of what they, the Scriptures, speak.

If men are seeking the truth and God has given that
truth, then there is a grave responsibility lald upon those
whom God has called to search the Scriptures to determine what

He has to say concerning the things to come.
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" It was with this purpose in mind, and in a spirit of
prayer and humility that the study of the aforesaid problem
was approached. In this study the American Revised Version

of the SBeriptures was used, except whefe otherwise stated.
ITI. ORGANIZATION OF MATERIAL INTO CHAPTERS

From the time when Jesus ascended from the Mount of
Olives and the message of the angels concerning His return
was glven to the disciples, until the present, men have been
looking for the return of our Lord. Froi the time of the wril-
ting .of the book of Revelation certain men have seen a relation
between the time of trial or tribulation and the second coming.

‘ Over the hundreds of years since the ascension of our

Lord, these various opinions have gradually fallen into a pat-
tern. At the present time the pattern has assumed very definite
outlines and the views held by éible believers fall into three
major fields; namely: The Praeterist (fulfillment past), the
Historical, and the Futurist (none has been fulfilled). There

is another view that has nothing to do with any times or sea-

sons and which will not be dealt with in this paper, and that
is tThe "Spiritualist" view,’which gives a spiritual application
to the elements foﬁnd in the book of Revelation.

The thrég major‘interpretations can themselves, be sub-
divided into lesser divisions of thought and a chart is given

on the following page, which clearly sets forth these divisions.



A CHART SHOWING THE DIVISIONS OF THE
VARICUS PROPHETICAL INTERPRETATIONS
OF THE TRIBULATION PERIOD

PRAETERIST
N
f PRE-TRIBULATION
HISTORICAL
T PRE-“4ILLENNIAL —4“ID-TRIBULATION }- RAPTURE
- POST-TRIBULATION
FUTURIST

~POST-*“ILLENNIAL

SPIRITUALIST
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In the remaining chapters of this thesis (chapters II
to VIII, incl.) these interpretations and thelr subdivisions

will be discussed in the following order:

Chapter II.

It became apparent that an effort should be made %o
determine the meaning of some prophetical terms, and also of
the shades of meaning of some Greek words that carry a burden

of interpretation. This study was covered in this chapter.

Chapter III.

A study of some of the Scriptural names for the period
of tribulation, with some of its characteristics, where we

find references to 1t in the Scriptures.

Chapter IV.

The Preterist.

Chapter V.

The Historical.

The Futurist Pre-iMillennial Pre-~Tribulation Rapture
view. This view is widely held among evangellcal bellevers

of the present time.

Chapter VII.

The Futurist P re-iillennial Mid-=Tribulation and Pogt-
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Tribulation views are alsoc widely held, and because of thelr

importance were discussed in order.

Chapter. VIII.

A s a result of thie study the author arrived at some
very definite conclusions. These were presented in this

chapter.

Chapter IX.

Conclusion.




CHAPTER II
A STUDY OF TERMS

It 1s of great importance to the study of any doctrine
to have an understanding of various terme relevant to that sub-
Ject or doctrine being studied. In the study of eschatology,
it is of speclal importance to come to an understanding of the
Bible meanings of some terms that are used in any discussion
of the truth of the return of the Leord Jesus Christ.

Since the subJect herein being discussed is the period
of the "Great Tribulation," the word "tribulation" will be
considered first, both as to the meaning of the English word
and the word from the original Greek which is translated "trib-
ulation, " namely,

Tribulation. (Webster) Latin, "tribulato," to oppress,

afflict. French, "tribulum," a threshing sledge. Akin
to Latin "terere," "tritum," to rub, a state of distress
or severe affliction, a trouble, a trial.

GA‘-S“"J(Thlipsis) a pressing, pressure, oppression,

tribulation, distress, straite; 0).we@v TOU XpsTou the
afflictions which Christ had to undergo (and which, there-

fore, His followers must not shrink frgm) Colosslans,
first chapter and twenty-fourth verse.

The word, 0,\[([(:5 , 18 used a total of forty-three
times in the New Testament. Of these forty-three times, it is

translated:

1 Joseph, Henry Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the
New Testament (New York: Harper ~and Bros., 1889), p. 291.




affliction « . « « « 17 times
anguish . . + « + «» 1 time
persecution . . . . 1 time
tribulation . . . . 21 times
trouble . . . « » « 3 times

Note. Because Young's Analytical Concordance is based
on the Authorized Version, the following study as to the times
each word 1s used will be based on the Authorized Version, with
most important differences in the American Revised Version
noted.

Of the twenty-one times that the word is trenslated
"tribulation," it is used in the following relationships to
personsg and occasions.

The Authorized Version translates the word "tribulation,"
six times when speaking of the period of "great tribulation."
Three times in the twenty-fourth chapter of HMatthew, once in
Mark the thirteenth chapter, once each in the second chapfer
and the seventh chapter of the book of Revelation. Tﬁice in

the thirteenth chapter of Mark, where it is rendered "afflic-

tion" in the Authorized Version, it is translated "tribulation®
in the American Revised Version. This makes a total of eight
Times 1t 1s used in relation to the period of great tribulation,
in the American Revisged Version.

Thirteen times the word is translated "tribulation!

where 1t is used in relation to Christians. Two typical examples
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are given:

/
In the world ye have tribulation (GAL ¥¢(V ) but be
of good cheer, I have overcome the world.

Confirming the souls of the disciples, exhorting them
to continue in the faith, and that through wany tribula-
tions (BACWEWV Yye must enter into the kingdom of God.S

Three times it is used in relation to evil persons. One

such example is given:

But unto them that are factious, and obey not the truth,
but obey unrighteousness, shall be wratE, and indignation,
tribulation (@ AC¢LS ) and anguish.”

The occasion where the word is translated "anguish" is

of interest and is glven:

A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because
her hour 1s come: Dbut when she ls delivered of the child,
she remembereth no more the anguish (A ¢ews ) for the
joy that a man is born into the world.b

Of the forty—-three times this word is used in the New

Testament, it is used three times in relation %o evil ones,
once in relation to a woman in traveil, twice in relation fto
salnts of the 0ld Testament, and the remaining thirty-seven

times is used when speaking of the saved on earth.

2 John 16:33.
.3 Acts 1ls22,
4 Romans 8:29.
5 John 16:21
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Elect. (Webster) One chosen or set apart. Theologi-
cal, one elect. Now only as collective.

‘EKAEI(Ték (eclectos) (Thayer) Picked out, chosen,
chosed of God.6

This word is used twenty-three times in the New Testa-
ment. Sixteen times it is translated "elect," and seven times
is translated "chosen," in the Authorized Version. The study
of this word is most lmportant; for the dliscourse of Jesus
as recorded in the twenty-fourth chapter of Hatthew and the
thirteenth chapter of Mark, which is called the "Olivet Dis-
course," ig most important in determining certain character-
igtice of the time of tribulation. In these two chapters this
word i1s translated "elect" six times. The problem is to deter—
mine who 1t is of whom Christ spesks.

Cf the other ten times it 1g so translated, twice it is
used in the second eplstle of John, first when he is address—
ing the "elect lady and her children," and in his closing words
when he says, "the children of thine elect sister greet thee. "/

Once 1t is used in relation to Jesus as P eter quotes

0ld Testament prophecy, saying, "Beheld, I lay in Zion a chief

cornerstone, eleet, precious."®

© Thayer, 9p. cit. , p. 197.
[ II Johnl:13.
& I Peter 2:6.
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Once it 1s used in the gospel according to Luke to
speak of "God's elect" and seems to be used in connection with
those who pass through, a part at least, of the period of
great tribulation, and Jesus closes His discourse with these
words, "Nevertheless, when the Son of Man cometh, shall He
£ind faith on the eprth?"d

Of the other six times this word is translated "elect,"
all of them are speaking of the Church, the body of Christ.
The first of these is found in the epistle to the Romans, "Who
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?" This is
among the closing verses of the eighth chapter which describes
the life of the sanctified Christian. There can be nc doubt
about whom Paul is speaking. 10

Another is found in the epistle to the Colosslans.
Paul is speaking to the Christians of the Church at Colosse.
"Put on therefore, as God's elect, holy and beloved, a heart
of compassion," ete. M
Two more representative Scriptures are found in the

First Epistle of Peter. The first is found in the flrst chap-

ter and first verse:

9 Luke 18:7.
10 Romans &:33.
11 Golossians 3:12.



13
, Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the elect
(EKAENTOV ) who are sojourners of the dispersion in
Pontus . . . according to the foreknowledge of God the
Pather, in sanctificatlon of the Spirit, unto obedience
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.
Here Peter 1s evidently spesking to the Christians
 scattered abroad by the persecutions.
The second and third references in this epilstle have
’ e
the word EAAEANTOS translated "chosen" in the Authorized Ver-
sion and "elect" in the American Standard Version. They are

here given according to the American Standard Version:

Unto whom coming, a living stone, rejected indeed of
men, but with God elect, precious.l?

But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for God's own possession, that ye may
show forth the excellencies of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvellous light.l
Before making speclal conslderation of the chapters in
Matthew and Mark that are of interest, it would be well to con-
gider four references in the book of Isaish in which the Hebrew
word "bachir" is translated "elect" in the A uthorized Version

and "chosen!" in the Americen Standard Version.

These four references are the following:

"Behold My servant, whom I uphold; My chosen(elect),

in whom My soul delighteth."14 This one 1s a prophecy and

12 T peter 2:U4.
13 I Peter 2:9.
14 fgaiah U42:l.
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very evidently refers to.Christ.

"For Jacob My servant's sake, and Isrsel My chosen-
(elect), I have called thee by thy name."l> In this passage
the prophet 1s evidently giving a message to Cyrus, and is
speaking of the nation Israel. |

And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of

Judah, an inheritor of My mountains; and My chosen (elect)
shall inherit it.10

For as the days of a tree shall be the days of My peo-—

ple, and My chosen (elect) shall long enjoy the work of
their hands.l :
These last two passages ére speaking of the Israelites in the
relation to what some Bible authorities believe to be the mil-—
lennial period..

Now turning to the references in which the word (é/(AE}f~
'Ték') is transtated "chosen," Young's Analytical Concordance
1ists seven times that this form is used in the Authorized
Version. However, two of these passages are not found in the
oldest manuscripts and are not transiated and copied in the

Amerlican Revised Version, and were not discussed here. The

passages found:in the First Epistle of Peter, the second chap-

Ter, ninth and tenth verses have already been dlscussed on

page 13. Therefore, there are only four passages that it was

15 Isaiah U5:4.
16 1gaiah 65:9.
17 1salah 65:22.
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necessary to dlscuss.
The first one considered was spoken by the rulers, while
Jesus was upon the cross, "Let Him save Himgelf, if this is the
’ / :

Christ of God, His chosen (EAAEATAS ) wl8

The next one is self-evident as to its subject: "Salute
Rufus the chosen (ENALA 7—03/) in the Lord."1l9

The next passage considered is of great interest to the
aim of the study of this word (E/NAE ATaS ), It is found in
the seventeenth chapter of the book of Revelation. It is iden-
tifying those who are battling with the Lord Jesus in His fight
against the kings who are with the beast. It i1s hereby given
in full, with preceding verses:

And the ten horns that thou sawest are ten kings, who
have received no kingdom as yet; but they receive authority
as kings, with the beast, for one hour. These have one
mind, and they give their power and authority unto the
beast. These shall war against the Lamb, and the Lamb
shall overcome them, for He is Lord of Lords, and King of
Kings; and they also shall gvercome that are_with Him,
called and chosen (EAAEKNTI() and faithful.20

Agide from the six passages in Matthew and Mark, fif-

teen passages from the New Testament using the word

Hebrew word "bachir' as "chosen" or "elect," have been considered.

18 Luke 23:35.,
19 Romans 16u3.
20 Revelation 17:12-1k,
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Of these nineteen passages, four are used in speaking of Christ,
three, undoubtedly, are speaking of Israel (however, of these
three, all of which are found in the 0ld Testament, two speak
of the Israel of the millennial period), two are speaking of
“the elect lady" and "thine elect sister" and of the passages
remeining, nine in number, all are used when speaking of Those
who belong to the Church of Jesus Christ.

There is one other word that is akin %o é/(/\i/fr(//S and
that 1s the word éhh\a/v'»;l , which is translated "election."
According to Thayer it means; the act of choosing, according
to an election which i1s due to grace. It is used six times
in the New Testament, only three of which apply to Israelites
as a group. One of these passages 1s hereby given to show how

the words are used.

Even so than at this present time also There is a rem-
nant according to the electlon (ZAONa)fw ) of grace. But
1f it is by grace, it is no more of works: otherwise grace
is no more grace. What then? That which Israel seeketh
for, that he obtalned not; but the electlon obtained it,
and the rest were hardened.?2l

Paul, using himself as an example, shows that among the

Israelites there were those who did accept the Lord Jesus Christ

as Saviour and were of the "election," but those Israelites who
rejected becéuse of unbelief were cast off.
With this background, the passages found in satthew,

chapter twenty-four, will be examined. The passages found in

2l Romang 11:5.
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dark are used in almost identical manner as those in Matthew;
so were not discussed. The passages from Matthew are hereby
given: (These are the words of Jesus).

For then shall be great tribulation, such as hath -

not been from the beginning of the world until now, no,

nor ever ghall be. And except those days had been short-
ened, no flgsh would have been saved: but for the elect's
('EKX&/(TDU:) sake those days shall be shortened. Then
if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is the Christ, or,
, here: Dbelleve it not. For there shell rise false Christs,
and falge prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders:
so ag to_lead astray, if possible, even the elect (LKALA-
ToUs),.2e

Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they
shall see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. And He shall send forth His
angels wlth a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together His elect (EKAEKTOCUs) from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.Z2

If one is to come to a conclusion as to the people or

group spoken of when a certain word is used, by the usage of

that word 1ln other places, then 1t would seem that the safest

and most obvlous interpretation would be to say that the Lord

Jesus, in His discourse as recorded in Matthew, the twenty-

fourth chapter, and mark, the thirteenth chapter, was speaking
————of those—whoearemembersof Htaochurelhs———————

7/
Tﬁﬂfcujcca . (Thayer) 1. presence; 2. the presence

of one comling, hence the coming, advent, arrival.au

42 yotthew 24:21-2k,
23 uatthew 24:31.
24 phayer, op.cit. p. 490.
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This word is used twenty-four times in the New Testament;
twenty times it is rendered "coming" and twice it 1s rendered
presence. " Of the twenty times it is rendered "coming," in
fifteen instances it 1s used in relation to the second coming
of Jesus.

No word in the English language carries the full meaning
of this word. The word has been explained as denoting, "both
an arrival and a subsequent presence with,"2b

The emphasis that ig desired to set forth at this time
is this element mentioned of & coming and a subsequent presence.
To illustrate this meaning, three passages are given; to use
that which can be readily understood to clarify the thought of
that which must be understood by faith.

And I rejoice at the coming (TTa,odvtt’a ) of Stephanus

and Fortunatus and AchaicuSé6 for that which was lacking
on your part they supplied.

Nevertheless, He that comforteth the lowly, even_God,
comforted us by the coming (qu/day‘c.a, ) of Titus.

That your gloryin% may abougd in Christ Jesus iggme
through my presence Tr‘aﬂaur Ca ) with you again.

= Strombeck, First the Rapture(ﬂoiine, IITs

Strombeck Agency, Inc., n.d.), p. 65.
26 I Corinthians 16%17.
27 II Corinthians 7:6.
28 pnilippians 1§26.
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The Rapture. A term that, by popular use, has come %o

mean the catching up of the Church out of the world by Jesus,

at the time of His coming. The exact term (Rapture) is not
found in the English Bible. The theQIOgy of the term 1s based

" on I Thessaloniang, the fourth chapter and the thirteenth to
eighteenth verses. In this passage, the word (aﬁﬂ/“)’"’”l’w@)
that is used in the original Greek to speak of the Christians
being caught up means to "convey away suddenly."29 A support-
ing passage of the thought of this term is found in I Corin-
thians, the fifteenth chapter and the fiftieth to the fifty-
fourth verse.

The time of the Rapture is largely determined by the
character of the Great Tribulation and as to the people who
are upon earth during this time. If the Church is not upon
earth during this time of trial, then the Rapture will take
place prior to the Tribulation; but if the Church goes through
a part, or all of the Tribulation, the Rapture will take place
at a later date, for the Rapture is the time when the Church

is taken out of the world.

29 Analytical Greek Lexicon (New York: Harper and

Bros., Pub. n.d. ), page 52.



CHAPTHR ITI
"THE GREAT TRIBULATION"

Because the various views of the periocd of time
popularly called "The Great Tribulation," will be discussed
gseverally in succeeding chapters, this chapter will dsal only
with some of the characteristics of this period that are accept-
ed by most Bible prophecy expositors.

It will be well, first, to locate some of the impor-
tant Scriptural sources of information that deal with this

subject.

The Book of Jeremiah. While Jeremiah's prophecy deals

largely with the immediate future of Judah, yet he did prophecy
ofla time when Judah and Israel shall return to the land prom—-

1sed to Abraham and there they shall once become a people with

the laws of God written upon their hearts. In relation to

this return he spoke of a difficult time in these words:

I will cause them to return to the land that I gave %o
thelr fathers, and they shall possess it. And these are
the words that Jehovah spake concernlng Israel and concern-

of trembling, of fear and not of peace. Ask ye now, dnd
see whether a man doth travail with child: Wherefore do

I see every man with his hands on his loins, as & woman in
travail, and all faces are turned into paleness? Alas!
for that day is great, so that none ig like it: it is
even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved
out of 1t.l '

L Jeremiah 30:3%-7.



21

The Book of Daniel. The prophet Daniel spoke much of

last things. Only two passages will be considered at this
time. One of these concerns Daniel's "Seventieth Week." This
expression is based on the followlng passage:
Seventy weeks are decreed upon thy people and upon thy
holy city, to finish transgression. . . And he shall make
a firm covenant with many for one week: and in the midst
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation
to cease; and upon the wing of abominatlion shall come one
that maketh desolate; and even unto the full end, and thgt
determined, shall wrath be poured out upon the desolate.
This final week symbollizes a period of time seven years
in length. This conclusion is arrived at from a computation
of the period of time covered by the preceding sixty-nlne weeks,
which was from the first commandment to rebuild Jerusalem until
the crucifixion of Jesus. This period of time is not accepted
as ldentical with the period of tribulation by the Praeterist
and Historical views, but the Futurists hold that this seven
years will be the final seven years of history of a restored,
united kingdom of Judah and Israel in Palestine and wlll run

concurrently with the period of tribulation. Reasons for this

view, by the Futurlsts, are:

1. The language of the passage, such as the words,
‘desolate, " "abominations," etec.
2. The words of Jesus in Matthew and mark: "When

therefore ye see the abomination of desolation, which was

2 Daniel 9:24,27.
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spoken by Daniel the prophet," etc, )

3. The dividing of the seven years into two periods
of three-and one-half years each, which corresponds to expres—
glons of time in the book of Revelation. These expressions
are: "forty-two rrron‘chs,“)+ s thousand two hundred and three-
score days,"D and "time, times, and half a time, "0

Another passage from Daniel to be considered and which
relates to this time is: '"and there sghall be a time of trouble,
such as never wes since there was a nation even to that same
time. "7 The entire chapter (Daniel twelve) deals with this
period_of.time. The portion of the passage quoted thaf was
noticed is the part dealing with a unique periocd that has nev-

er happened before.

The Gospel According to Matthew. Jesus, speaking as

recorded in the twenty-fourth chapter of this record of the
gospel, from the fourth to the twenty-elghth verses,"gave a
prophecy of much tribulation, much of which applies to the

period of time under discussion as 1s evidenced by the iden-
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5 Matthew 24:15.

L Revelation 11:2.

5 Revelation 11:3; 12:6.
% Revelation 12:1lk.

{ Daniel 12:1,
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hath not been from the beginning of the world untlil now, no

nor ever shall be."8

The Gospel According to Mark. The thirteenth chapter

of Mark is very similar to the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew
and is identified by a very similar statement of Jesus, as the
one quoted above. That statement is hereby given:

For those days shall be tribulation, such as there hath

not been the like from the beginning of the creation which
God created until now, and never shall be.?

The First and Second Eplstles of Paul to the Thessalonians.

Pgul, while at Thessalonica, had spoken of the return of the
Lord and of a time of trouble, which time "the man of sin"10
would be revealed. These words of his show plainly that he

had talked of such things to them while with them: "Remember

ye not, that when I was yet with you I told you these things?"ll
The fourth and fifth chapters of the first epistle, and the
second chapter of the second epistle contain his words of in-
struction to this church. Given below is an identifylng portion

of the first epistle:

But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, ye
have no need that aught be written unto you. For yourselves

& Matthew 24:21.

9 Mark 13:19.
10 II Thessalonians 2:3.
11l IIThessalonians 285« .
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know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a
thief in the night. When they are saying, Peace and safe-
ty, then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail

upon a woman with child; and they shall in no wise escape.lZ

Boock of the Revelation. As 1t was given to John to

record the words: "In the world ye have tribulation: but be
of good cheer, I have overcome the world, "5 so 1t was given
to John to give the most complete information on the great
time of tribulation to come upon the world., For the book of
Revelatlion describes a time of trial, tribulation, and judg-
ment such as has never, at least in its fulness, come to pass
upon the earth.

Chapters four to nineteen are generally considered %o
cover the time of tribulation. Chapters four and five are
introductory to this scene and give the events in heaven that
precede the beginning of the tribulation upon earth. The trib-
ulation proper, begins in the sixth chapter with the opening
of the first seal.  Several kinds of persons, groups of persons,
situations, and characteristics are found in these chapters.

The outstanding ones are lisgted here.

The seven seals. The book of chapter five, verse one,

was sealed with seven seals. When these are opened by the only

12 I Thessalonians 5:1-3.
13 John 16233,
14 Revelation 5:5,6.
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One found who wes worthy to open them, namely, the Lamb who
1s the Lion of the Tribe of Judah,l)'L certain events come to
pass upon the earth. These are opened in chapter six and

chapter eight, verse one.

The Seven Trumpets. When these are sounded by angels

from heaven, great judgments are visited upon the earth. Thege
events are recorded in chapter eight, verse one; to chapter

eleven.

The Seven Plagues or Bowls. These are the last judg-

ments to be visited upon the earth by God, "for in them is
finished the wrath of God."l> These are recorded in chapters

fifteen and sixteen.

The Sealed of the Houge of Israel. Chapter seven,

verses four %0 eight record the sealing of the one hundred

and fourty four fthousand of the House of Israsel.

Saints. There are a number of references to salnts of

God. It is not always clear Just who these are. The followlng

references are those in which groups are mentioned that clearly

consist of saints of God.

14 Revelation 5:5,6.

15 Revelation 15:2.
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1. Chapter éeven, verses thirteen to seventeen.
2. Chapter twelve, verse seventeen.
5. Chapter thirteen, verse eight.
4, Chapter fourteen, verses one to five.
H. Chapter sixteen, verse fifteen.

6. Chapter nineteen, verses one to ten.

The Ungodly. The Jjudgments and plagues of God are

upon the ungodly of earth.

The Two Beasts. The fourteenth chapter gilves the rec—

cerd of two beasts, one coming up out of the "gea, "6 and the
second coming up out of the "earth" (land) 1(. The first beast
is generally identified with the "evil one"18 spocken of by Paul,
and John's ntichrist. 'S The second "beast" turns men to the

worship of the first beast and is called the "false prophet, "0

Babylon. Called, "uYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."EL

This organization or system is called a "woman" and causes

10 Revelation 13:1.
1

~

Revelation 13:11.

13 11 Thessalonians 2:3.

19 I John 2:22.

20 Revelation 16:13; 19:20; 20:10.

2l Revelation 17:5
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kings and people of the earth to commit all manner of ungod-
liness. She is pictured as sitting on seven "mountaing"22
and as being the "great city which reigneth over the kings of
the earth."2? (as chapters VI and VII show, some interpreters:

gee two "Babylons," one in chapter seventeen and one in chapter

eighteen).

22 Revelation 17:9.
25 Revelation 17:1%.



CHAPTER IV
THE PRAETERIST VIEW

Those who accept this interpretation of the Scriptures
that prophesy of tribulation to come upon the earth, belleve
that the events prophesied came to pass in the filrst three cen-
turies of the history of the church. Some narrow the time of
fulfillment to the first century of church history. The name
"Praeterigt" comes from the prefix "preter" which means "before,"

Thig view was not held by any of those who lived in the
days, or soon after the days, of the writing of the book of
the Revelation. This §1ew has found favor in recent years
among liberal groups because they do not bellieve in revelation
or in the foretelling of future events. However, some conser-
vative men have held this view, the most prominent of whom was
Moses Stuart, of Andover.t His work, "The Apocalypse" has the

respect of most students of prophecy.

An outline of the twenty-fourth chapter of the gospel

according Go Matthew that is representative of the Praeterist

interpretation, The exposition chosen was That of Adam Clark

as given in his commentaries.

1 Albertus Pieters, The Lamb, the Woman and the Dragon
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: The Church Press, 193(), D. 4o.

2 pdam Clark, The Holy Bible, containing the 0ld anad
New Testament, with a commentary and critical notes. Vol. V
(New York Abingdon-Cokesbury, [n.d])



29

Verses one and two are introductory to the prophetical
portions of the chapter; verse three contains the dquestions of
the disciples that prompted the propheticgl discourse of Jesus.

Verse five; "Many shall come in my name saying, I am
the Christ." 1In the years preceding the destruction of Jeru-
salem, many came calling themselves "saviours" and trying to
persuade the people that they were sent of God to deliver the
Jews from the Roman yoke. Some examples were:

Dositheus, the Samaritan, who pretended that he was the
Christ foretold by Moses.

Theudas, who prophesied about 42 A.D.

During the days of Felix, procurator of Judea, so many
made similar claims that some were taken and killed almost
every day.

Verses six to fourteen: Prophesied of the wars of the
Jews which included the war with Rome in which Jerusalem was
destroyed. These wars were accompanied by great affliction
for the followers of Christ. The "whole world" in which the

gospel was to be preached was the Roman world,

Vergses fifteen to twenty-eight: The "abomination of
desolation" was the encompassing of Jerusalem by the Roman
armies. Jesus'!exhortation to "then let them which are in
Judea flee unto the mountains" was obeyed during the siege of
Jerusalem. After Cestius Gallus had withdrawn his leglons for

no logical reason whatever, and as Vespaslan was approaching
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with hie army, the Christians remembered what Christ had told
them and fled. No Christians perished in the destruction of
Jerusalem. When Jerusaiem fell there were about one million,
cne hundred thousand Jews who perished. Clark believes this
to be the tribulation such as never was.

Verses twenty-nine to forty-~four: The coming of the
Son of Man referred to the apparent Jjudgment of Jesus Christ
upon Jerusalem for their rejection of Him. The sending forth
of His angels of verse thirty—one is the goihg forth of the
disciples, the messengers of the gospel, to the four corners
of the earth. The elect that are gathered are the Gentiles
to whom the gospel 1s declared.

The P raeterists apply much the same methcd in their
interpretation of the book of Revelation and the other Scrip-
tures that deal with the period under discussion.

Chapters five to eleven of the book of Revelation tell
of the Church's victory over the Synagogue, or Judalsm.

Chapters twelve to nineteen tell of Her victory over

pagan Rome.

Chapters twenty to twenty-two tell of the glory of the
Church in consequence of 1ts victory over pagan Rome.

Those who take this view refer the larger part of the
book to the Neronian persecution, and find in it a prediction

of the return of Nero.
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The seven kings of chapter seventeen, verse ten, are
ldentified with the Emperors Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula,

Claudius, Nero, Galba, and Otho.

Criticism. The view Jjust given doeg not fulfill God's
prophecies of Hig divine plan. The consummation of the divine
purposes was not reached in the fall of pagan Rome. This infer—
pretation falls far short of being an adequate fulfillment of

the prophetic utterances of God's Word.




CHAPTER V
THE HISTORICAL VIEW

The historical view of the Tribulation period has been
held by groups and individuals who have filled important roles
in the course of history. Just a few names glven here will
1ljustrate this fact: The Waldenses, Wyclifites, Hussites; and
many of the reformers including: ILuther, Z wingli, Melancthon,
and Calvin.t

These men did not always agree on the details, or even
on some of The maln points of their interpretations but in
general they are much the same. The view presented ls that of

Albert Barnes, as taken from his two works: "Notes on Matthew

and Mark," and "Notes on the Book of Revelation."
PART I

Barnes exposition on the gospel agccording to Matthew

the twenty-fourth chapter.2 As Jesus and His disciples left®

The temple in Jerusalem the disciples commented on the beauty

— of the temple. Jegus stated at that time, that the ftime was
coming when the témple would be completely destroyed. Upon this,

the disciples asked three questions, namely:

1 W. Graham Scroggie, The Great Unveiling (Glasgow:
The Hulbert Publishing Co. Ltd. mad ), prs 452,153,

2 Rev. Albert Barneg, Not s on Metthew and Mark (London:
George Routledge and Sons,b.d] , D. 290.
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1. When those things should take place.

2. What should be the signs of Hls coming.

3. What should be the gsigns that the end of the world

was near.

Jesus, in answering these questions, did not distinctliy
answer each one individually, but He intermingled the detalls
of His answer in such a way that it is difficult at timesg to
tell to what particular subject 1t applies.

The foliowing is a brief review of the exposition in

its natural divisions.

Verses four to fourteen. lany false prophets to come--

In the days before the destruction of Jerusalem many men clalmed
to be called of God to deliver the Jews from Roman bondage.
‘There was much unrest in the area around Palestine during the
years preceding the destruction of Jerusalem; "wars and rumours
of wars." The ones who endured the strife and persecution un—
til God made a full end of Judaism, the same would be saved.

By the testimony of Pault the gospel was preached to the ends

of the then known world at the time that he wrote.

Vers —0ig »
S Ues—f-i—rlt-een_tg_tueniy_elghtv—’ﬂhe_pl-ophacy—af_tne——

"abomination of Desolation" was fulfllled in the encircling of
Jerusalem by the Roman armies. All Jerusalem was considered

holy and the Roman army was considered to be an abomination

5 Ibid., p. 291.
4 Golossians 1:6,235.
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because 1t was Gentile and because of the idols it worshipped.
The Christians that were in Judea and Jerusalem, remem-—
bering the words of Jesus to "flee to the mountains," fled to
Pella, and not one Christian perished in the destruction of the
city. This destruction was considered the great tribulation
because many perished. A total of one million, fthree-hundred-
and-fifty~-thousand people periched in Jerusalem and surrounding
provinces. Because of many Christians (elect) in the surround-

ing provinces, the time was shortened that these might be saved.

Verses twenty-nine to fifty-one. The gathering together

of the elect. This has a partial application to the Christians
escaping the destruction of the city, but has a more distant
application to the return of the Lord for His own, the Church.
The parable of the fig tree has its application to the time of

the Lord's return.
PART II

Barnes' exposition on the Book of Revelation. (Chapters

5

slx to eilghteen.

Chapter six, verses one and two, the first seal, the

white horse and his rider. Fulfilled in the events taking
place in the Roman Empire from the death of Emperor Domitian,
96 A.D., to the accession of Commodus, 180 A.D. This was a per—

iod of general prosperity, of triumph and conquest, extending

2 Rev. Albert Barnes, Notes on the Book of Revelation
(Edinburgh: Gall and Inglis,[n.dJ ) Dpp. 180-53L.
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through the reigns of Nerva, Tragan, Adrian, and the two

Antonines.

Chapter slx, verses three and four: the second seal,

the red horse and his rider. From the death of Coﬁmodus,

193 A.D., onward. With the assassination of Emperor Commodus

a period of a series of civil wars commenced and continued
until approximately 284 A.D. During this time thirty-two emper-
ors and twenty-seven pretenders to the empire, alternately hur-

ried each other from the throne by incessant warfare.

Verses five and six: the third seal, the black horse.

From the time of Caracalla, 211 A.D,, and onward. A time of
severe taxation. The Praetorian prefectis and a great number
of subordinate officers were committed te the task of collect-
ing, at first a twentieth, but later a tenth, of the value of
the four most universal items of produce: corn, barley, oil,
and wine. The owners of lands were warned that if vineyards
or groves were damaged to escape paying the tax, the penalty

was death. The old and the weak, the young and the strong,

alike were so afflicted that 1{ was generally a time of famine
and afflictlon. This period and its trials had a great deal

to do with the fall of the Roman Empire.

Vergses seven and eight: the fourth seal, the pale

horse, plagues and death. From the time of Decius, 243 A.D.,
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to the time of Gallienus, 268 A.D. During thie period the
Goths made their first invasion of Italy. Because of previous
famine, the result of severe taxation, and this war with the
Goths, there was a general condition of 1ill health in the em-
pire that resulted in a great plague covering the years between
250 and 265 A.D. One historian6 records that fact that this
was a time when the wild beasts of the earth became so great a

menace that the Christians were blamed for the calamitye.

Verses nine to eleven: the fifth seal, the souls under

the altar. A time of great persecution for the Chiistians,
from 268 to 304 A.D. The souls under the altar are those who
were persecuted and killed in the ten great persecutions which
ended with Constantine's converslion and the subsequent legal-

-1zing of the Christian religion.

Verses twelve to seventeen: the sixth seal. The inva-

gsions of Rome by the barbarians; Goths, Vandals, etc., of 365

A.D., and onwards.

forty four thousand,and the scene of the great multitude that

had come out of the Great Tribulation. The holding of the winds

was the restraining of the wars and troubles on earth until the

great creeds had been formed %o legislate against heresy. This

6 1bid., p. 212.
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was the sealing of the one hundred and forty four thousand.
This also might apply to the preservation of the Church through
the Dark Ages. The scene of the great multitude in heaven
shows the final triumph of the Church over 1its adversarlies and
is given for the encouragement of the Church and of Christians

that go through tribulation.

Chapter eight: the opening of the seventh seal, which

includes the seven trumpets.

Verse seven. The flrst angel sounds. Invasion of Rome

by Alaric the Goth, 395 to 410 A.D.

Verses eight and nine. The second angel sounds. Inva-

sion of Rome by Genseric the Vandal, 428 to 468 A.D.

Verses ten and eleven. The third angel sounds. The

invasion of Rome by Attila the Hun, U433 to 453 A.D. The great
star that fell from heaven is symbollcal of a great leader and

is identified with Attila,

of the Empire by Odoacer, King of the Heruli, 476 to 490 A.D.

Chapter nine. The last three trumpets. Extending to

the end of time.

———— cr— ——

Verses one to twelve. The fifth trumpet. The great
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star falling from heaven symbolizes the birth and rise of
Mohammed. The locusts are the forces of the Saracens who were
clad in coats of mail. This power was to be active for five
prophetical months or actually one-hundred-and-fifty years.

The following is a partial outline of the history of the iMoham-
medan conquests:

570 A.D., Birth of Mohammed.

609 A.D. Mohammed began to preach.

622 A.D. Hegira, flight from Mecca.

721 A.D. Invasion of France by Arabs.

732 A.D. Defeat of Saracens by Charles partel.

755 A.D. Revolt of Spain.

Thus, from the time that Mohammed began to preach until
the revolt of Spain, which finally broke the power of the Moham—

medan conquest, was one-hundred-and-forty-six years.

Verses thirteen to twenty-one. The sixth trumpet.

This 1s the period of the wars of the Turks. The hour, day,
month, year period gives a period of time of three-hundred-and-
ninety-one prophetical days; which gives a period of actual
time of three-hundred-and-ninety-one years. The conquest of

Constantinople was effected in 1453 A.D. Figuring back three-

hundred-and-ninety-one years gives the year 1062 A.D. It was
in 1055 A.D. that the Turks overthrew Bagdad and came lnto
power. The Turks had colorful coats of mail, which seem to

be alluded to by the statement of "having breastplates of fire

and of hyacinth and of brimstone."/ The Turks were among the

{ Revelation 9:17.
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first to use artillery powered by gunpowder. |
The final verses of the chapter speak of men not repent-
ing of.their deeds of idolatry and ungodliness. This is known
to be true of the worship practices of the Church of Rome.
They had practiced iconoclastic worshlp.before the time of the

turks and have continued this to the present time.

Chapter ten. The strong angel; the little book open.

This chapter symbolizes the period of the Reformation. The

little book that is open is the Bible given back to the world.
The angel crying in a loud voice is symbolical of the Reforma-
tlon. The seven thunders that are heard but not recorded are

the seven anathemas that the Pope hurled against the Reformation.

Chapter eleven. The two witnesses and the final culmi-

natlon of world history.

Verses one fo thirteen. The two witnesses. The two

witnesses represent the fact that through a period of one-
thousand, two-hundred-sixty years the Roman Church was in

control of much of the world end the True Church withesgeg

under much difficulty and this witness had little influence.
The witnesses were effectually "killed." the one-thousand,
two-hundred-sixty years are represented by the figures of

speech, "forty-two months, "® and "one-thousand, two-hundred

8 Revelation 11:2.
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and three-score days."9 The %hree days and a half"lO gymbolized
the period of time that the Lateran Council was in session,
from 1513 to 1517, a period of just three years and a half.

This Councll proclaimed that all opposition to the Papal power
had ceased.

The Reformation was the fulfillment of the resurrection
of the witnesses. The earthquake symbolizes the shock produced

in Europe by the action of the Reformers.

Verses fourteen to nineteen. The seventh trumpet. The

beginning of the reign of the saints. The kingdoms of tThe
world to be won for Christ. This reign will never end; not nec-
essarlly to last forever on earth, but continually in heaven.
The final verses give the final culmination of time with the
Judgment of the dead.

Chapter twelve. The woman and the dragon. The woman

of thies chapter is the Church, the man child represents the
people of the Church. The catching up to heaven of the man
child symbolizes the fact that the Church is safely kept by

God, and will triumph. The war in heaven is representative
of the fact of the great conflict between the forces of God

and Satan. The "thousand two hundred and three score days,"ll

9 Revelation 11:3.
10 Revelation Liledls
11 Revelation 12:6.
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and the "time, times and half a time, "12 represents the one-
thousand, two-hundred-sixty years of the Church's obscurlty

during the Papal supremacy.

Chapter thirteen. The two beasts. The first beast

coming up out of the sea was like unto the four beasts of
Daniel. The four beaste of Daniel are known to represent four
kingdoms.13 These four kingdoms were combined in the Roman
Empire. Thus the first beast is the pagan Roman Empire. The
dragon, the same one that attempts to devour the man child in
chapter twelve, gives the beast its power and authority. The
death stroke was the fall of the Roman Emplre, but this death
stroke was healed.

The second beast was like unto the first beast and has
been identified with the Papacy. It was through the power of
the Papacy that the Roman Empire was renewed and actually the
Papacy and the Roman Church exercised all the authority of the
Roman Emplre under the Caesars. The Papacy exercised complete

control over the lives of &ll the people under its authority.

has been interpreted in various ways. Barnes favors the fol-

lowing interpretation based on the Greek word AqT€(Ves(lateinos)

12 Revelation 12:14,
13 Daniel 7.
1% Revelation 15:318,
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which means "Latin. "1

Chapter fourteen. The final triumph. This chapter

gives the final scene in heaven. This is a scene of triumph

to relieve the gloom of former chapters and to encourage the
Christians of all ages. This showé that the gospel will be
preached in all nations and that "Bgbylon," the Papacy, will
enter into Jjudgment. Happy are thoée who d;e in the Lord; The

harvegt of the world is indicated.

Chapter fifteen. An introductory chapter to the things

that follow. The following scenes show the final triumph of
the saved and their presence with God. The angels who have
the seven plagues finish the wrath of God upon wicked men.

Chapter sixteen. Represents the judgment of God on the

Papacy and the countries under ite control. Thls scene covers
much of what happened in the French Revolution. The following
is a brief outline of the exposition on the seven bowls of

wrath.

Verse two. The first bowl poured out. The atheism,

infidelity and general dissolution of society of the days of
the French Revolution and the days following it was that sym—

bolized by the "grievous sore upon men, 116

15 Barnes, op. cit., p. 4U3,
16 Revelation 16:2.
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Verse three. The second bowl poured out. Symbolical

of the victories of the English navy over the French and Span-

ieh navies, which were under the control of the Papacy.

Verses four to seven. The third bowl poured out. Indi-

cative of the wars of Napoleon in the valleys of the rivers Po,
Rhine, and the Alpine streams of Piedmont and Lombardy. These
wars were in retribution for the persecution of the Papacy dir-

ected toward the Waldenses who had peopled these valleys.

Verses eight and nine. The fourth bowl poured out.

This prophecy was indicative of the great European wars after
the French Revolution that brought an end to the great power
of the Papacy and which took the lives of o many thousands of

people.

Verses ten and elevén. The fifth bowl poured out. The

attacks against the Papacy that took place in the years 1798
and 1799, in which the Papacy recelved a very serious blow and

which resulted in the capture of the Pope himsgelf,

Verses twelve to sixteen. The sixth bowl poured out.

The decline of the Turkish Emplre which was visioned as belng
astride the Euphrates river. The three unclean spirits are

probably Mohammedanism, paganism, and the Papacy. The battle
of Har-magedon is still in the future. The kings of the east

are still future and unidentified.
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Verses seventeen to twenty-one. The seventh bowl.

Final and eternal defeat of the beast and Babylon. Beabylon
is recognized as Rome and as the center of the system which

will be done away.

Chapters seventeen and eighteen. The overthrow of

Babylon (Rome and the Papacy) given in detail.

How other writers agree with given interpretation.

That the interpretation of Reverend Barnes is representative
is shown by the following list of authors' viewpoints.

0f twenty-six most distinguished writers from the Refor-
mation to our own time there is remarkable agreement on the
main points.

For example, they agree:

1. That Trumpet 8ix refers to the Turks . . . . . 21
2. That chapter 11 is the Papal persecution of

the gaints . . . . . . B8
3. That the Beasts are aspects of the Papacy o o 2D
. That chapter 17 refers to Rome . . . . . . . . 26
5. That chapter 18 is the Papacy . « . « . « . « 26
6. That a day is the symbol of a year . . . o e 1S
7. That chapter 12 is the history of the true

Church during the Pepal ages . « « « « « « o« o 18 17
Criticism. While there is an amazing parallel in the

events of history with the prophecies of the book of Revelation
still there are so many unfulfilled pointe that this interpre-
tation 18 not entirely satisfactory. Some of the detalls on

which 1t 1s not satlsfactory are listed.

17 w. Graham Scroggie, The Great Unveiling (Glasgow:
The Hulbert Publishing Co. Ltd. [n.dJ ),pp. 135-
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1. The trials and tribulations of past history could
be repeated. The events of recent years prove that the "time
of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to
that same time,":® and, "neither shall be,"19 has not necessar-
ily come to pass. When this time comes 1t can never, on the
testimony of Scripture, come to pass again.

2., On the year-day theory, if it is tazken for granted
that the last half of Daniel's "seventieth week" really means
a yesr fér a day and that the three-and-cne-half days are
reaelly & period of time of one—thouéand, two-hu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>