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CHAPIER I

INTRODUGTION



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The Problenm

It was the purpose of this investigation to determine, if

possible, the early Friends' concept of perfection.
Justification of the Study

Within the ranks of Evangelical Friends today there is some
confusion and diversity of opinion regarding the early Priends?
view of perfection. The problem which exists is due to several
factorsy (1) Very little has been written, of a contemporary na-
ture, which deals with the question., (2) Most of that whiech has
been written was published during the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, therefore making the works hard to obtain and difficult
to read and interpret. (3) The association of Guakers wit: the
Wesleyan movenment has contributed to the complexity of the problem,
insomuch that many have eguated Fox's teaching with that of Wesley.
Inasmuch as Friends maintain that they exist for a distinet pur-
pose with a message of hope through perscnal faith in Jesus Christ,
it was deemed necescary to investigate the writings and works of
early Friends to determine what seventeenth century Friends taught

regarding perfection.



Definition of Terms

There are, since the middle part of the nineteenth century,
two major groups of Friends., Inasmuch as there are many wno are
unaware of this division, and since the division is primarily
theological, it was deemed necessary to define the distinction for

the benefit of the reader.

Evangelical Quaker. An evangelical Quaker is one who holds

that the essence of the gospel consists mainly in its doctrines
of man's sinful condition and need of salvation, the revelation of
God's grace in Christ, the necessity of spiritual renovation, and
participation in the experience of redeuption through faith as

taught by George Fox.

Conservative Quaker. A conservative Quaker refers to that

branch of Quakerism which seeks to maintain the ancient testimo-
nies of the Society with the idea of bearing witness to the Spir-
ituality of the gospel rather than propagating it. This group
meets in silence without a paid ministry and has stressed the
social aspect of the gospel strongly. From this group comes the

extreme pacifistic view,

Perfection. Perfection as used in this study refers to
Christian perfection. Further it refers to the fact of man in a

proper moral relationship with God.



Pelimitation

Inasmuch as the purpose of this investigation was to deter-
mine the view of Early Friends regarding perfection, the men that
were studied were those who lived during the sarly period of
Friends' history, that is, those who were contemporary with George
Foxy the founder of the novement, The years of this peried cover

from 16241591,
Method of Procedure

It was the purpose of this study to investigate the records
and writings of early Friends, to determine if posslble their view
of perfections In order to do this it was deemed necessary to
trace the reformation in England from the time of Wyeliffe until
fox. &peclal attention was given to the men and situations which
aided in spiritual reform movement. The next step was to find the
reason or reasons which occasioned the rise of the Guaker movenent.
The purpose of the Second Chapter was to relate the historical
gituation to that which gave rise to the movement and it's nessage,

In the Third Chapter the spiritual experiences in the lives
of early Friends are ¢ited in order to ascertain the personal
testimony in regard to perfection.

A number of the nmoast outstanding leaders and preachers of
the early Friends' movement were cited in the Third Chapter, who

were real dynamics of the group and whose testimonies provide rich



source of witness to perfections

The Fourth Chapter deals with the doctrinal statements and
writings of the four most noteworthy Friends writers of the early
periods These men were fox, Barclay, Penn and Penington,

Within the entire scope of the writing, eriginal source

naterial was used whenever possible,
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CHAPTER II
AN IRKTRODUCTION TO THE QUAKER MOVEMENT
BACKGROURD

English Reformation. The bveginnings of reformation in Eng-

land started as early as the protests of Wycliffe, when in 1375 he
denocunced the Fope as anti«Christ znd used the influence which he
poasessed as a scholar to volce opinions in opposition to the
PFopets creed, The most important thing which can be noted for him
iz his translation of the Holy Scriptures in an Fnglish versiong
it is supposed to be the first translation ever made in a modern
language, Because of his forthrightness in this, he was condemned
and branded a heretic znd burned &t the stake. But in spite of
this, many people becazme convinced of the truths which he promule
gated, and these became known as Lnllards.l

From this time on, various factors contributed to a refor-
mation im England., There was a feeling on the part of the devout
that the monasteries had ocutlived their usefulness and that the
clergy was very slack im their meoral life. The revival of Augus-
tinian studies and the influence of the late scholastics, John
Duns HScotus and William of Cckham, were a positive ceatributiqn in

preparing the way for the later reform movements in Hngland.l The

lcharles Evans, Friends in the Seventeenth Century (Phile-
delphia: Friends Book Shop, 187%), p. 12,




Friend's historian, Evans, states thats

From the time of Wyecliffe, to the period when a formal senara-
tion from the Romish church was effected by the reformaticn
under Henry VIII, the attention of not a few amony the people
was kept turned, more or less, to the perversions of Christian
doctrine taught by the priests, and to the corruptwuns which
they practiced or sanctioned, by devoted individuals, made will-
ing to attempt stemming the superstitious ignorance and irreli=-
gion of the times,?

It was in this fallow ground that the writings of Luther
found fruitases Scon they reached the centers of lgarning at Ox-
ford and Cambridge. HMore sspecially did they find a foolthold at
Cambridge. It was a day in which the scholars in England were earn-
e¢stly studying the Greek Hew Testament of FErasmus and its translae
tions Among these was an autstanding young man named ¥illiam Tyfie
dales His translation of the HNew Testaéent into Eﬁglish and its

later revision vas of substantial assistance to the translators of

2

the seventeenth century King James version. His translations,

according to Fvans:

« o » proved a powerful means of diffusing light and improved
feeling; thereby convinecing many of the errors of the religion
in which they had been educated, and emboldening then to teach
doctrines at variance with those enforced by the national
churche :

Tyndale did much of his writing while on the Continent, and

lKenneth Scott Latourette, 4 History of Christianity (New
York: Harser & Brothers, 1953), pps 797=798e

ZEvant 230 Citn, p(g 12,
“Latourette, op. gits pp. 798-799.
it

&Evans. ORe ¢ tes p. 130
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it wag at this time that he moved further toward a protestant po-

sition. In 1528 he issued The Parable of the Wicked Mamson in

which he came out definitely for justification by faith, He was
arrested for heresy in the Low Countries and then tried and con-
demned, In the year 1536 he was degraded from the priesthood,
strangled, and his body was burned.l
At thipg time in England, the social, political, and economiec

order with which the church was associated was undergoing a change.
Henry VII, the first of the Tudor monarche and then his son Henry
VIIiy were insisting on being full masters in church and state.
They were bullding an English variety of that which was growing on
the Continent; a monarchy of absolute royal power.a Latourette
points out that:s

s &« « @ sturdy nationalism was restive under interference in

gcclesiastical affairs by a foreipn Pope and hotly resented

the fashion in which Papel appointees fattened on Fnglish rev-

enues in luxupry-loving circles in Avignoan and Rome. This

patriotism could readily be invoked by monarchs who sousght to

identify themselves with it and uvse it for their own endse’

King Henry VIII was awmong those that opposed Luther and re~

ceived from Leo X the title of 'Defender of the Faith', for his
polemical book upon the Bacraments, It was a title intended only

for Henry VIII, but it became one which was transmitted to his

successorses It is rather ironical that not too long after this,

+ i

lLatouretﬁe, 0B« cita, Pa79%,

2Ibid.. ps 798.

Jtvid,
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Henry VIII should strike a blow at the Papal dominiom.+

The English Reformation differed from that of the Reforna-
tion on the Continent. The Continental Reformation involved o
change in the creed and a separation from the papal see, whereas
in the English Reformation there was, as Fisher polntes ocut, "little
departure from the dogmatic system of ithe medieval Church At the
outset, the creed, and, to a great extent, the polity and ritusl,
of the Church in England reasained intact.“a There was no distincs
tive confession and no great work on theology which enanated fron
this lande. The most outstanding work of the Anglican Reformation

was Richard Hooker's Laws of Ecclesiastieal Polity, and this work

was centered in church government and not in theologye. Anglican

3 It may be ob~

theology was with pride called, 'The Middle Way',
served ‘from this, that while there was a growviang nationalisr and a
protestant wovement within ®ngland, the driving force of ithe Fnge
lish Reformation wss not that of a theclogical bhattle. They were
not stirred greatly over confessional issues, at least not until
nearly a century later under the Puritans'h Bainten analyzes this
period, by saying that:

The rhythm of ¥English life at the nonent demanded tranguility.
There had been disturbance enough in the ezrlier periocd through

1Gecr&e Ps Fisher, The Reformation (New York: Chas. Scribe-
ner*s Sons, 1888}, p. 317.

Ihidog PDe 33-7"318.
5Roland H. Bainton, The Reformation of the fZixteenth Century
(Boston: The Beacon Press, 1952), D« 104,

*Ibid., p. 183
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sectarianiem and heresy in Wycliffe and Ieollards, and more than
enough disorder in the political sphere in the %ars of the Ro-
sess England wanted above all else =mecurity and order, and
these were best afforded through the new nationalism whieh
sought to ensure each sovereign state from inner dissension
and outer interference.:

Just what the course of the Eeformation in England would
have taken, had it not been for Henry VIII, would be hard to detere
mines It was this monarch who broke with the Papacy, making way
for an independant course, and occasioned that which helped to
give it some of its distinctive featurea;a

The attempt of Henry %o have his marriage to Catherine of
dragon annulled was the occasion of the contention with Rouze.

Prior to this, as an affair of statecraft, Henry VII had arranged
the marriage of Catherine to Arthur, his oldest son, the heir to

the throne. Catherine was the daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella
of Spaines Upon the sudden death of Arthar and the desire of Fer=-
dinand to retain the acguired advantages of the match, he arranged
to have Catherine betrothed to the future Henry VIiii. Inasmuch as
it was against the law of the Church for a sen to marry his deceased
brother's widow, a Papal dispensation wae necessary. The permise-
sion was finally grented and Henry and Catherine were married, Bee
cause Catherine failed to bear him any male children, Heury soon

wondered if God had visited him with divine disapprovals. Then too,

the added attraction of Ann Boleyn caused Henry to ask the Pope

lrbide, pe 164,

ZLataurette, 0pe citey Pe 799
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for an annulsent to his first marriage. This permission was never
granted, which caused Henry to take matters into his own hands and
have hisg marriage declared invalid by the Parliaments Yven before
this he had been secretly ﬁarried to snn to proteet the legitinaecy
of the ghild to come. Varliament passed an act which affirmed that
the Church of England was competent to decide its own cases and
that the Papal interference would no longer be toler&%ed. In the
vear following, Henry declared himself to be the Pgypreme head on
earth of.the English Church.”" Thus the Ereach with Rome was come-
ylete.l

¥hile the separation of the Church of Eagland did ﬁot-ariae
out of a desire to promote clearer views of Christisnity, it did
at the same tize prove to be a means for making this poszible.
After the breach with Rome, various changes took place in England,
the wost érastic of which was the suppression of the monastarien.
These had icng been accepted as a part of the social and religious
structure of the realm. Another which followed was the promulga-
tion of the Ten Articles. In 1536, Cromwell, who was the king's
vigar-general, ordered that a Latin and an Baglish Bible be placed
in all the churches to encourage its reading by the laity. Tﬁis
step proved to be one of the greatest contributlons in the wove
towards Protestantism. Henry VIII died in 15%7. 1In spite of his

immoral life, the events which took place during his 1iifetiue

A o

 1bid., ppe 801-802,



occasioned direct movement toward Protestaﬁtism.l

EDWARD VI to CHARLES I

Henry VIII was succeeded by his son, Bdward VI, who was the
son of his third wife, Jane Seymours He too followed in the move
toward irotestantism, but his actions were of 2 much uilder nature.
e was responsible for the removal of the inmages from the churches,
did away with private confession to the priest, legalized the
marriage of the clergy, and introduced the Book of fommon Prayer.
This did not mean that the Reforxation did not meet with opposition.
There was still a strong Catho;ie element within Fngland. The
people, in the majority, were attached to their old ways and very
slow to respond to the reform measures,.

With the death of Bdward ?I.and the esuccession of Mary to
the throme in 1553, the reaction to the Reformation was greatly in-
tengified. Within a period of several months from the time of her
accession to the throne, Hary restored the Papal authority in Eng-
lande Many of the Protestants sought refuge upon the Continent and
Secotlands, Upon the Continent, ¢ities where the Reformed churches
were strong wére Zurich, Basel, Strassburg, Geneva and others., It
was into these cities that many fled for refuge.

Parliament refused to renew the relations with Bome, but did

1bide, p. 804,

Ibid., pp. 805-806,
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repeal all the laws enacted under Bdward's reizgn which &ffected
religion. Thus it was that Roman Catholicism was, to a great mea-
'sure,‘restored under the rule of Mary.l Bhe was responsible for
the fires of Smithfiield, wﬁere nearly three hundred people burned
on the charge of heresy. The laws regarding heresy had been re-
vived and were, according to Catholies, "a major crime againat
God and aociety".a At the same time the fires “warmed many asong
the thoughiful. and religiéus into wmore effective zeal," wriltes
Fvans, "and implanted more deeply in the minds of otherse. « » an’
interest in the success of some reformation."3

Mary's reign lasted but five short years and she was éucceed—
ed on the throne by her half-sisfer, Elizabeth, daughter of Henry
VIII and inn Boleyn.k

Elizabeth's accession te the throne was met with not a
ligtle oﬁpasitiou from the Popes ﬁccordiﬁg t0 the Homan Catholic
position, Flisabeth had been previously déclared illegitimate, be-
ing the daughter of Ann and Henry. In spite of this opposition,
her accession to the throne was declared valid by an act of Parlia-

y 5
ment in the year 1559.” In this same year the Act of Supremacy was

lIbido, e 6080

wrirtaze T

2Ibid-, p. 809?

3Evams, oD ciﬁ., pe 10,

"Lars P. qualven, A History of The Christian Church (Few
York: Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1933), pe 324.

blbi&o § Pe 325}4



i5
passed which forbad the authority of the Pope and 211l payments to
him,l This placed the Church. of Fngland directly under the control
of the crown.

Tlizabeth was anxious to satisfy as many of her subjects as
vossible, and in so doing sought to include boih Catholic and Pro-
testant elements. It is the opinion of Latourette,; that:

She could not hope to please both Roman Catholices and extrexe
Protestants, but she could and d4id achieve a msetitlement which
proved accepbable %o the vast majority of the Inglishmen of

her day and which, without basic alterations, was to character-
ize the Church of England from then onward.2 S M

The reign of ¥lirabeth was the occasion of more movement in
the direction of Protestantism, 3he reigned for nearly half a
century during one of the most glorious eras in English history.3
Latourette says further:

Although Eliszebeth and her counsellors arrived at a structure,
a form of worship, and a statement of belief of the Church

which satisfied the large majaiity of Englishmens « « it was
by no means acceptable to all.

There wae somewhat of a revival of Roman Catholicism during the

'

reign of Elizabeth, after her first decade of rule. It was partly

due to the Continental Cathelic Reformation, which was under the

leadership of ¥illiam Allen (153%2-1594), eventually a cardinal.5

liatourette, op. cit., p. 810.
21pia,

BIbido; Pe 811.
hlbid;; Pe &13¢

e s

°Ipid.
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Another prominent group had its beginrning duriny tals perie
od, the Puritan Movement. Prior to this, under the persecutions
of Mary, many of the English Protestants were forced to flee into
Seotland or the Continent. Of those who returned during the reign
of Blizabeth, many, because of their association on the Continent,
had become thorough-going Calvinists. The Puritans were dissatis-
fied with the Tlizabethan Setilement, as fthey Telt she did not go
far enough with her reform measures. According to Qualben, they
desired the following changes:

(1) a» purer form of worship than the Anglican, and hence the
name *Puritant'; (2) the displacement of Epniscevacy by Presby-
terianism which, they c¢laimed, was the only form of church
government known to the Hew Testament; (3) a revision of the
standards if doctrine 1o bring about a larger incorporation of
Calvinisme.

Under the restoration of the Act of Supremacy, the king or
ueen of the realm was given the authority to decide in all matters
of faith and practice. GQualbern further states that they were giv-
en power:

e » o to prescribe what doctrines should be preached, and to
amend or redress all heresies; awarding the punishment that
should be suffered by those who disobeyed, whatever, on this
subject, had received the roysl sanction: the gunishment vary-
ing frem fines to imprisonment, and even death.

It was thus the perrogative of the crown, to not only direct the
whole matter of form of religion, but to do away with all enjoy=-

ment of the right of individual conscience. It became = zere

1Qualben.;gz. cit., pe 326,

e

2Evans, 0pe cite, po 1ll.
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transfer of aunthority. from that of the pope to that of the crown,
rather than a real reform; at least in thig one respeci,

About the year 1580, a party of non-conformists called Ine
dependents or Congregationalists began to make an appearance. The
Independents were strict Calvinists in doctrine, but severed all
ties with the Church of Enzland and refused tuo have anything what-
ever to do with the group. The main leaders of this movement were
Bobert Browna, Jahn Greenwood, Henry Barrow, and John Hobinson.
They rejected the Puritan's plan of presbytery and the Established
Church's Episcopacy, holding that the individual coangregation was
the true unit of church government. This was the veginning of
Cangregationélism.a

Upon tﬁe death of “ueen Elizabeth, there were no direct
heirs to the throne from the Fapily of Henry VIII. Therefore the
crown passed to James, the son of Mary Stuart "Jueen of Scota,
and greatgrandson of Eargaret, daughter of Henry VIii. James was
King of Scotland as well as England. This did not involve any
unioﬁ Qiéh the two realuws, but was purely a personél ties During
his reign, the years were marked by a growing prosperity.3

There was an increasing numﬁer of Puritans énd extreme Fro-

testants during this time. James, at first, seemed to be leaning

Yrpid,

2. ; |
Qualben' E_Eb cito, De 3260
3

ity

Latourette, ops gite, Pe 816,
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toward a Roman fatholic position, but very soon he changed his at-
titude., In 1504 he issued an order to have the priests banished,
and soon after this Parliament took action and confirmed the Rliza-
bethan laws against them, Following this, action was taken tlo
publish a new and fresh traanslation of the Bibles There had been
two new versions published during the preceding reign, the Geneva
Bible and the Bishop's Bible. The former had strong Calvinistie
and Puritan interpretations in the marginal notes, whereas the
latter was used primarily in the churches., This occasioned the
need for the new translation which took place during this period.
In order to accomplish this momentous task, Jazes appointed fifty-
four scholars to work on it, They utilized the original lasnguages
in the best téxts which were available, but also studied fron
previous translations. The task was started in 1607 and completed
in 1611. There is no record in existence which shows that it was
ever formally approved by the king.l As Latourette has so aptly
put it

it did not bear the stamp of the genius of any one man as dis-

tinetly as did the German translation by Luther. It was, rather,

the product of many hands and minds. Although other versions
appeared, especially late in the nineteenth and in the twenti-
eth century, it remained standard in the Fnglishe-spealiing
world.

The place which the Bible held during this period was of

1Latourette. Ops cite, ppe 816-817.

ZIbidt 2 Pe 8170
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significant importance. To gquote Latourstte agains

- The bible was received as the complete and final revelastion
of the Divine will, in relation to every thing connected with
the salvation of the =zoul, and comsequently was considered the
wrimary rule of faith and practice; but the authoritative ine
terpretation of the text, was virtually claimed and made bind-
ing by the 'Church'; or in other words, by the %clerypy%; who,
as a body, were not disposed to give any exegesis that would
curtail their power, or otherwise injuriocusly affect their
interest.

The Bible and the place which it received was the one thing
which made the rule of Jases I popular. He reigned from 1503 to

1625, at which time Charles I asceaded to the throne,

The Beligious Turbulence in England. Seventeenth century

England was the scene of a moﬁnting religious dissatisfaction,
There were a numbér of reli&ious groups which arose during thils
period because of this increasing feeling that there was something
missing in the fo;m a;d reiigiaus cant of  the Rstéblished Churche
There wére those who éaintainedathat the Church needéd sﬁrifyiné
and enﬁeﬁvored to do B0 Thoée wh; despaired at the:ﬁcint of puri-
fying the Anglicaa.Chufch were cail;d Brownists or Separatists and
came to America where tﬁej might wgrship aa. they rleaseds These
left-wing Puritan groﬁps had hoped- for iiberty of conscience, but
neither James I:or Charles were syapathethie to thems BHoth kingsr

believed in the Divine right of kings and did their utumost to

protect this'right.a

1Evan8, 0D Citey Po 2,

2ﬂlizabetn Braithwéite Emmott, The Story of juakerisz (Lon-
don: Headley Bros., 1908); pe. 7.
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The Elizabethan Betilement had not solved all the problen
in regard to spiritual freedom. Her being a Protestant had not
relieved the persecution for the sake of conscience. The way in
which the Puritans suffered persecution during ber reign made re-
ligious issues of great importance in the eyes of the people of
England.l The Puritan movement d¢id however bring to the countyry a
great consciousness and sense of sine To theu, "sin was a terrible
reality « o« « and hell the common destiny of man, only to be es=-
caped by the free but rare grace of God".2

During this time the English people did become divided into
two classes, differing in religious faith and manner of life, The
class or group other than Puritans at this time were the Cavaliers,
who represented the feudal tradition and were insistent on main-
taining their status of priviledged power, They were given to an
easy manper of life and a comfortable religion. "They insisted onm
plural dress, the doffing of the hat, and tbowing or scraping' as

3 They

the acknowledgment of the superior place of authority."
punished any who varied from this rule and because of it kept a
constant guarrel going between themselves and the Puritans.

The Puritans were not slone in their desire to purlfy the

Church. About this same time, a number of other groups arose with

lIbid., De ~6'|

“rivert Russell, The>Historz of guakerism (New York: The
M&cmillan COO" ].'9’4‘2)’ Ve 9¢' v

31bide, pe 10s
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this desire also. However, these sects went much further in that
they wanted to renew a nore New Testament standard of spiritual
reslity. These groups were the Anabaptists, the Behmenists, the
Mennonites, the Seekers and Rantersgl
Because of this spiritual unrest which the conditions had
brought abouty avnd the lack of domestic security, Evans states,
thats
Men of thoughtful minds « + « had become earnest in seeking
for durable riches, and to find some solid foundation to rest
on, amsid the fluctuations of doctrines and ecclesiastical don-
ination that surrounded them.
With this spiritual hunger and longing for true rightevusness,
WANY o
« o « wearied and disgusted with the self-seeking and hypo-
gritical profession of many who made themselves conspicuous
as spiritual guides, withdrew from the ordinary places of
worship, and in retirement, self~exaninztion and study of the

Seriptures, sought to ascertain and to perform thelr religious
duties.”

In the wmidst of all the political unrest and spiritusl tur-
moil which had brought danfusion to the people, there were those
who felt that "Luther and Cranumer had not gone far enough, and that
there was still much sacerdotalism tc be purpged away, before the

original simpliecity of Christianity would be restored."& It was

11bid., pe 15.
2Evans, 0Be Citeqg ps 3l.

3Ibid.

e

A"SOGiety of Friends®, Schaff-Herzog Fncyclopedia of Reli-
wious Knowledge, IV, 393,
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in the message of Fox that .these aims were realized, for it was the

purpose of Fox and his followers to restore primitive Christianity.l
GEORGE FOX, THE HEW VOICE

His Yuest for Spiritual Certaintys. The spiritual sensiti-

vity of the many who hungered for true righteocusness was a fallow
field into which the revival of true Christianity could come. The
intense desire of Fox for wholeness in spiritual experience gave
impetus to the message and movement which followed.

George Fox was born im 1624, in the village of Drayton-in-
the-Clay, Ileicestershire., His parents, Christopher and Mary Fox,
were Ysimple, homely people of the middle eclass, who, amnidst the
reliéidué upheavals, « » « led a humble and Christlike life, and
tried to train their children in truth."2 Christopher Fox was a
weaver by trade and because of his honesty and integrity, he was
known as 'Righteous Christer', by all who knew hin. Mary Fox was
of the stock of martyrs‘and was a gulding influence in spiritual
matters to young George.

He was an intense and e#i¥nest lad, ané at a very early age

became aware of the Lord's dealing with him. He was, says the

biographer Sewell, ". « « 8 child o o o Of another frame of mind

Ibide"

ZEmmott, ope citey pe 13
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than his brethren; for he was more religiocus, retired, still, and
solid, and was also observing beyond his age « « « concerning re-
ligious matters."l Fox writes in his Journal:
#hen I came to eleven years of age, I knew pureness and
righteousness; for whille I was a child I was tasught how to
walk s0 as to keep pure. The Lord taught me to be faithful
two ways, viz., inwardly to God, and cutwardly to manj and to
keep to yea and nay in all things.2
He had very littley if any, formal education, but was of an
intensely keen wind, which helped him to acguire an extensive in-
formal education. fHe attended the parish church régularly with his
parents and the other children 6f the family. He was earnest in
his study and pursuit of the Scriptures until he came to know muéh
of it by heart. During the several years of his teenage life, he
sat under a notable preacher and writer of the day, Hathanisl 3te-
phense It was during this period of his life that he received a
thorough exposition of the Calvinistic theology.s
In his youth he became apprentice tu a shoehaker, who also
was a grazier and wool dealer. Much of his time was spent tending
the sheep which gave him opportunity to meditate and study the

Bibles But all was not as it should be for young Fox. He was dis-

turbed in hie inner spirit.

11p14,

2George Fox, Journal (Philadelphia: Friend's Book Store,

HO&Q)’ Pe 55:
33115‘35811’ Ope citey pe 13

4Emmott, Ope cites P 15.
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The gross hypocrisy which surrounded him, of the lives of
his assoclates, was a factor in the disturbance, But this was not
all, for a sense of acute spirituval hunger in his own heart caused
him at the age of nineteen to begin his wanderings ipn search of
helpe. Because of his earnestness and zincerity, the Lord saw fit
to make himself known to him. Fox records in his Journal that:

» &« « though the people of the world have mouths full of de-
ceit and changeable words, that I was to keep to yea and nay
in all things, that my words should be fex and savoury, sea-
soned with gracet and that I wmight not eat and drink to make
nyself wanton, but for health, using the c¢reatures in their
service, as servants in their places, to the glory of hir that
ereated theu.t

He set out t¢ find someone who conld give him the answer to
his spiritual thirst by wandering over the countryside. He coun-
tered with the religious leaders around the country side and res
ceived a nuaber of suggested solutions to his problems One priest
advised that Fox should take tobaceo and sing songs. But, says
Fox in his Journal, "Tobacco was a thing I did not love, and
psalms I was not in a state to singi I could not sing.“a 5till ane
other advised him to take the popular remedy of physic and blood-
lettinge. But none of thesme met the need of Fox in his search for
helpe.

After a period of time in which he sought help frowm amen, he

spent tizme iﬁ solitude endeavoring to know help from God. Thus it

lFOXg 8D« 9_2-_}_..' Ve 594

“Tbide, Ds 57
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was, at this time, the Lord was pleamsed to open a new experience
¢f joy to his heart. He describes his experience as follows:

But as 1 had formsakeun the priests, so I left the separate
preachers alsoy and those called the most experienced peoples
for I saw there was none asong them all that could speak to my
condition., 4nd when all my hopes in thex and all men were
gone, so that I had nothing outwardly, to help me, nor could
tell what to doj then, O then, I heard a veice which said,
"There is one, even Christ Jesus, that can speak to thy condie-
tion.' When I heard it, my heart did leap for joye Then the
Lord let me see why there was none upon earth that could speak
to my condition, namely, that I might give him all the glory.
For a1l are concluded under sin, and shut up in unbelief, as 1
had been, that Jesus Christ might have the preesinence, who en-
lightens, and gives grace, faith, and power.

The testimeny of Fox in his Journal 1s explicit ss to the
change that had been wrought in his heart. He seeus to burst with
new found joys. Thus it was that in the year 1647, Fox found the
inner answer to his guest for aspiritual certainty. The saptiness

i g - ’ A - 2
of his former life had been filled with new joy and meaningiulness.

The Message of Hope. The time was ripe in the seething
turmoil of England for & man with just such a message as Fox
broughts. Religion was of central importance and many people were
waiting for someone to point the way to reality. Fox, having come
into this vital experience with Christ, seemed destined %o be the
messenger for the hour of iime into which he came. As Charles
Hvans, the historian, points out, there were numbers of people

within the Established Church of England that "were seekling a more

1Ibid§' pn 600

Zlbid.' Do 61.

P ]
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full exewplification of the transforming power and purity of the
gospel, and were earnestly looking for a clearer light to shine
upen the path of the 3ust.“l

One writer states that:
The soil was ready for the seed, and the rayid suvread of Fox's
doctrine was surprising. All classes flocked to his preaching;
and among his converts were persoas of the best families in
his kingdom, priests of the Established Church, and ministers
of other societies, and many men of wealth and learning.?
Fox's message was one which was centered in Hew Testasament
simplicity. 1He decried all the superficial forms of the Church
which had replaced this genuine Christianitye. He preached repen-
tance to Ged and faith in Christ and showed that:
One became a true disciple not by a bare assent of the under-
standing to the truthes contained in the Bible, nor by any
outward rite, but by a real change of the heart and affectisn,
through the power of the Holy ﬂpirit.3
The central purpose of Fox's message was to resitore the
true princinle of primitive Christiasnity. ©Newton Flew declarves,
that George Fox's teaching "may be regarded as the logical outconme
of the Lutheran conception of faith « « « the sense of personsl

responsibility.“u He further notes, that; "in religious and eth-~

ical insight, George Fox went far deeper than the Reformers, and

1Gharles Evans, Friends in the Seventeenth Century {Phila-
delphia: TFriend's Dook Btore, 1075), Ps 25

2

Ibid.

310id.,

hNewton Flew, The Idea of Perfection in Christian Theclogy
(London: Oxford University Press, 1934), ps. 28l.
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he did so precisely in virtuve of his teaching on perfection.”

Fox was deeply moved because the sects of Christendom were
so complacent and undisturbed about perfection. His Journsl shows
his feeling about this matter, for he states:

e « « of a1l the sects in Christendom. {50 called) that I dis-
coursed withal, I found .-none who could bear tu be told, that
any should come to Adam's perfection, intoc that image of God,

that rightecusness and holiness that Adam was in before he
fell; to be clear and pure without sin as he was.2 '

4 message which calls for such demands is bound to have its
effect on the lives of people; and Fox's was no ¢xception.

The experience which gave rise to his -message of perfection

will be seen in the next chapter,

2FOX, OB« citey Do 724
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CHAPTER III
HEART PUYRITY AS EXPERIENCED BY BARLY FRINNDS

The Testimony of Foxe. ™A religion of the spirit expresses

itsel? primarily through the personalities of men and women,"
Thus writes one Guaker historian, Elbert Russell. The juaker
movenent has served the role of helping sensitive souls to find
reality in Christian ‘experience, Inasmuch a2s creed and form have
not been primary in the movement, but rather the emphasis being
experience, it is to these esrly experiences ons nust look to see
the doctrine.2

There were a number of thinge which were contributing fac-
tors in the spiritusl hunger of Ceorge Fox, The confusion of the
religious situation in England, the extremely pessinmistic systen
of Calviniem, end most important was his own sense of personal
ein.” Fox testifies to this in his sccount of his experience of
Christ, which wae the climax to his seeking experience, He states:
oror all are coneluded under sin, anéd shut up in unbelief, as I
had been, that'Jesus Christ might have the prewéminence, who ene«

lightens, and gives grace, faith, and power."k

1Russell, ope 6it., pa 15,

2rhid.

3Ibide, ppe 20-21.

#Fox, ope citey ps S0,
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Pox had not been content to let s mere speculative dooctrine
be a substitute for a relationship with Christ whiech he knew "ex-
;erimemt&liy“.l His own experience with Christ, along with the
testimony of the Scripture, became the bulwark of the message
which he preached and the dectrine he taught. His knowledge of
Christ came, Fox says, by revelation“;a as is seen in his testi-
monys; for, says he:

My desires after the Lord grew stronger, and zeal in the pure
knowledge of God, and of Christ alone, without the help of any
man,; boock, or writing. For though I read the scriptures that
spake of Christ and of God, yet I knew him not but by revela~
tion, as he who hath the key did open; and as the Father of
life drew me to his Son by hie spirit.”

In Fox's use of the term "revelation" here, he reflers to
the work of the Holy Spirit within his own heart. He zpeaks to
this when he says:

For I saw in the Light and Spirit which was before ths Serip-
tures were given forth, and which led the holy men of God to
give them forth, that all must come to that Spirit, if they

would knew God or Christ, or the Scriptures arighi, which they
that gave them forth were led and taught by.%

Fox's early Christian experience was not easy, for it was
bezet by temptationsi but the Lord helped hism to be an overcomer.,

This help came at a time when things seemed the hardest, thus he

lIbid. s De 61.

21bia,
®1bid.

1vid,, ppe 7273




testifies that ", « . in the deepest miseries, in the greatest
sorrows and temptations that beset mey the Lord in his mercy did
keep me.”l
He was also conascious of a dual-~thirst, which he expresses
thus: "I found twe thirsts in me; the one after the creatures, to
have got help and sitrength there; and the other after the Lord the
: ; Ohpist . He
Creator,; and his son Jesus Christ.
He was convinced of the power of God through Cardst to work
in his life, which is shown by the statesent which follows:
I was taken up in the love of God, so that I could not but
admire the greatness of his love,y » « « that a1l was done and
to be done in Christ; . « « 0y living faith was raised, that I
saw all was done by Christ the life, and ay belief wos in himed
Fox further testifies, that: YAfter this, a pure fire
appeared in me: then I saw how he sat as a refiner's fire, and
iy ; . TR
as the fuller's soap.” He describes an inner confliet of spirit,
as Y"That which could not abide in patience, nor endure the fire, in
the light I found to be the groans of the flesh, that could not
I

give up to the will of Gods « « « that I could not give up self.

Thus it was that he sensed something deeper than oulward sins in

that of an inner condition.

et

“Tbid.



For a periocd of some two years, Fox conbtinued tc walt upon
the Lord. During this tims he saw, what he termed 'the infinite
" 717 i : 1 i , & o3 aleny
love of. God",. and further speaks of ", « » an o¢ean of darkness
and death; but an ocean of light and love which flowed over the
- - 108 ,32 1L 3 te & % 13
occean of darkncess. This would depict a power which would supere

z

knesas ory in other words, power Lo overcome,

£431

cade the power of dar

Renewal in the Image of God By Christ. Fox in these first

few years was experiencing not énly temptation, but deliverance
through God's power. He traveled about sreaching repentance to
the people. During this time many things were, as he termed it,
“opened” to ﬁim and he knew thét these things came fron God.

The Lord had worked not only in the life of George Fox, but
also in the lives of many with whoa he worked. His guick spiritu-
al insight and desire to please God only, were rewarded insomuch,

that many people turned to God.
His testimony of renewal in the image of God is ss follows:

How was I come up in Spirit, through the flaming sword, iato
the paradise of Gods All things were new; and sll the crea-
tion gave znother smell unto me than before, beyond what words
can utter. I knew nothing but pureness, innocency, and right-
eousness, being renewed up into the image of God by Christ
Jesusi so that I was come up to the siate of aAdam, which he
was in before he fell. The creation was opened to mej and it
showed me, how all things had their names given them, accord-
ing to thesir nature and virtue. + « o I was immediately taken
uy in Spirit, to see into another or more steadfast state than
Adam's in innocency, aven into & state in Christ Jesus, that
should never fall., The Lord shewed me, that such as were

Libidi, p. 65.

2 Ibids
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faithful to him, in the power and light of Christ, should cone
up into that state in which Adam was before he fell,l

¥ox had éame to knoﬁ gsalvation through Christ; as his diary shows;
he had zeen the ainfulnesé of human nafure; and now he had come to
know as he says above?! ‘''pureness, innocency, and righteousness"ca

According io his testimony, Fox claims to have experienced
a restoration to that state of purity whiech Adam had before the
Fally and further that this could be possible for others, as he
states, "The Lord shewed me, that such as were faithful to him, in
the power and light of Christ, should come up into that state in
which Rdam was before he fell."3 He continues his testiaony, to
an experience of perfection by showing that the Lerd did open many
wonderful things te him beyond words to declare. He interprets
his experience to mean, that; "As people come into subjection to
the Spirit of God, and grow up in the iwmage and power of the Al-.
mighty, they may receive the word of wisdom that opens all things,
and come to know the hidden unity in the Fiernal Being‘"“

It is noted from his Journal that from this time forward
there was a stability in his experience, and his purnose of life

was to bring others into this renewal of spirit which he had come

o

Ibide, De 59.
Ibid.

‘locs cit.

Creneens  wemwweve

Fox,

B Sl ¥ B £

Ibid., p. 69.
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to know through Christ.l
TESTIHONY OF ROBERT BARCLAY

The victories of the early Quakers were nol won by the force

points out, "Their con=

<

of argument. Rather, as T, Pdmund Harvey
gtant appeal was to the witpess of God in the scul. o » + it was a
power beyond the expression of words which made itself felt on
those who came irn contact with them."a This was the cass with the
early leader, Robert Barclay.

Robert RBarclay, the man who was to become the theologian of
the Friendg' movement had a c;reful home training and was then
sent to the Scottish Jesuit College at Paris, He becawne thorough-~
ly exposed to the doctrines of Romanisa at this time. Upon his
return to Scotland, he found that Quakeriss had reached Lils coune~
try and that his father had become a convert to it. After a few
years Robert alsc became convinced.

He gives a description of his experience in his Apology.

It took place during cne of the guiet Quaker meetings for worshipa
He describes it as follows:
I came into the silent assemblies of God's people, I felt a

secret power azonpg them which touched sy heart; and as I gave
way unto it,; I found the evil weakening in me, and the good

Yibid., pr. 70 et seaq.

ZT. Tdmund Harvey, The Rise of the Juakers (London: Friends'
fookshop, 1921), De 4.

3"Barclay, Robertﬁ, Schaff-Herzog Eacyclopedia, I, 482,

PORTLAND CENTER LIBRARY
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raised upy and so I becamws thuzs knit and united to them, hun-
gering more and more after the increase of this power and iife
whereby T wicht feel myself perfeetly redesmed.

Thus it was that the Holy Spirit worked in the 1ife of
Robert Barelay, From this time on, his life showed the mark of

.

one whd had given hiunself fo God ts be used iz his zervice. The

7

thing which stands out in his life is his writinz, An Apology for.

the True Christian Divinity, which he wrote at the age of twenty-

eiz;;ht.a
TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM PEEN

William Penn wae born in London in the year 1544, At the
age of fifteen he was admitted as a gentlemap commoner at Christ
Church College, at Oxford, where he made large scguisitions as a
scholar. At this time his life was seriously influenced by the
vreaching of a Guaker, Thomas ILoe, =n old Oxford student. Because
of his strict life, he was sent to France by khis father to be
cured of ihe same. While there, he attended the lectures of a
Calvinistic theologlan. He was intansely interested in finding an
answer to inner peace, for at this time he had not yet found satige-
faction of soul for which he so leongeds Upon his return to Fng-
land; he azain came in contaet with Thomas lLoe aand under the in-

fluence of his preaching found Christ.3

chbert Barclay, An Apology for the True Christisn Divinity
{Philadelphia: ¥Friends Book Store, 1900 ed.),; Frop. xi.sec. vii.

2Schaff, Ops Cites pe 482,

3%illiem Penn, No Cross, No Crown (Philadelphia: Friend's
Book Store, n'-dc), PDe Heby
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Penn suffered not only bitter neockings and scornings,; bul also was
locked in sorison for charges of blaspyhesy. It was fros the Tower,

that Penn wrolte the classic, Ho Cross, Ho Crown. The mels thesls
CRUENSD OISO AR R RN RS RA
of this work “enforees the selfl-denying reguisitions of the relie

gion of Christ.”®

Ispac Peningitorn had been s leader swong the Indepsudents
for » pericd of ten yeers prior to his gontaed with the (uahers,
in 1658, His testimony is similar to that of Yoxy after z time of

mesrohing, assurance ¢ane

#
m

He 448 have zense of forgiveness, for he siates that the

lord, *did testify bis scceptancs of me many tines, the vefreshing

and oy of sy heart before him,.
There was, however, a sense of lack, for he wrifes:

But my soul was not sabtiafiesd with
desd sould be, there being further @&:
in my spivit, after &« were full, certal
knowledge; even after the sense, gight, and eznjo
ao was fegtified in the Seriptures to have been
Joyed in the former times: for I saw plainlye &
a stop of the streams, and = grest falling short of the power,
1ife, and glory whieh they partock of. %o had not so in the
Spirity ner wers so in the falth, nor 4id so walk and live in

God, 8z they did.)

orks,; ed. John Bare

“iIsasec Peninglon, Seleciions fr@m the
clay {(London: Davion and Harvey, L8371}, ??%i ix by Thomas Tllwood,
Pe HEYs




He gives furither testimony to his exverience of $the Spirit

speaking %o hls heart. £s he saze into a.meet

felit the wmresence of God in thelir midst and thet the Hpirit vas

neaking

b

{2’1
e

to hisz own hesrts He relates it in the follow!

Yem, I did not only feel words snd dexonsirstic
suty, but I felt the dead guickened, ths secd rgés
that my heart, in ceritainty of lighit, asd slear
sense, saild, This is He, this is He, there is neo
iz He whom I have waited for and sounsz from wy child-
hoods who was always near me, and had often begoltten life in
my hesrtt but I knew his not distinetly, nor how o recelive
him, or dwell with him. And then, in *% Ly pentey in the melis
ing and breakings of gy spirdi, wes I given up to the Lord, to
hegcome his, both in wmalting for the far%“wf revesling of his
seed in me and to serve hic in the 1ife and power of his seedyt

&

Penington coneludes his testimony by saying, "I have met

with the true peace, the true rightecusness, the irus holiness,

I\

the true rest of the soul, which the redeened dwell in.m

TM{V*‘

OF &7H ?%zai

william Caton. It was early in 1652, that

first heard George Fox preach., Caton was an sarnest and serious
sinded voung lad and regeptive to the message which he heard. He

was at this time seventeen years of age. His testinony is as

¢ » &« The power of the Lozd God did
tually in me to the cleansing, purgl
s & G0d which syrang ia my heari,

@
prouiges that weve confirmed in my @ﬁ*}.ﬁ

Ibidsy pe muviidi,

“Ibides Ps EXX.

§¢ita& by Frances Anne Bud
ndon: Samfl. Harris, 1897), |

o

mey Annels of the 7arly Triends
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Young Caton went forth to preach and for iwelve years "was

an example ip innocence, simplicity, and pnrity."l A%t the age of
twenty-nine he died, having suffered much from hardship and perse-

cution for the message he preached,

John Audlandese This young man,; too, was the fruit of George

Fox's asinistry. Audland was a very populer minister among the In-
dependents when in 1652 he first heard Fox preache At this time
he listened as Fox proclaimed the heritage which awalted the be-
liever in Christ. This message was, that they "zight hnow their
bodies tc be prepared, sanctified, and made fit tewmples for God |

and Christ to dwell in;“a

Francis Howgills Another who heard the message which Fox

preached@ that day at Wesimorelsnd was ¥Francis Howgill. Sewell has

this to say about hims

But slthough he, who had been trained up in the university
to be a minister, becane a teacher azongst the Independentsy
and was zealous in virtue, yet he remained dissatisfied in
himselfy finding that notwithstanding all his fasting, praying,
and good works, the root of sin still remained in himj and ale
though the common doctrine was, that Christ had taken the
guilt of sin upon himself, yet this could not zatisfy him; be-
cause his consclence told him, "His servant thou art shoea thou
obeyest'.3

lIbidu y De b

aFox. dournal, 0ps. citey pe 115.

3yillian Sewell, The History of the Guakers (Philadelphias
Friend's Rookstore, nud.s, I, pe O1ls




foy svermore, who made me pariske

hath full setisfecticn, Joys and conitent.”

teatizony of $the Loydts pevelstl

s » o hen I wss aboul seventeen
sell » « » in love ito me, and I had
in from Him to my soul, and had
aznd speningz of the living truth
nod L"?ft}'

The testimony of this euinent wreachsy

among early Friends, gives wiitness to the way in whiech he found the

swer bto the unrest ¢f hiz own spd

sther died. Dur

Lrite. While

sxporience of sorrow, he save,s "I knew

whet to do ito get acovaintsnce with the dod of =y Life.”

Budgey ODe Chtes e B,

1:533&3%»; Be 92e
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God called for my life, and I offered it at His footstoolj
but He gave it me, as a prey, with unspeakable addition, He
called for my will, and I resigned it at His callj but He
returned me His own in token of His loves, s « « I begged
HIMSTLF and He gave me all,l

In the yesar 1689 he experienced a "thirsting unte death for

the knowledre of the way of 1ife“,2 ard he states that "The lord

knew my case could not admit further delay.?’ His testimony bears

further that which took place:

¢« » » 1 had a taste and view of the agony of the San of God,
and of His death upon the crossz, when the weight of the sins
of 211 human kind were upon Him. How all sy past sins were
pardoned and done away, and my carnel reasonings and conceiv-
ings about the knowledge of God and the mysteries of religion
were overs « » 1 now found the true Sabbath, a holy, heavealy,
divine, snd free rest, snd most sweet repose.

His account of complete victory is best seen by his oun
testimony which he gives as follows:

From about eight in the evening till midnight the eye of
ny nind was fixed on the love of God, which still remained
senesible in me, my soul c¢leaving thereto in great simplicity,
humility, and trust therein, without any yielding to SBatan and
his reesonings on those subjects where flesh and bloed, in its
own strength, is easily overcomes, But about twelve at aight
the Iord put his to utter silence with all his temptaticns. for
that season, and the life of the Son of God alone remained in
my souls And then, from a sense of his wonderful work and re- .
deeming ars, this saying of the Apostle arose in me with power.
*The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made ne
free from the law of sin and death.?

lIbidu' Pe 3700
2ehids, pe 3724
®Ibig.

}%Ib.’i:.do

B ]

EIbid.' Pe 377
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The testimonies of these early Friends provide a wealth of
material in which may be seen several things regarding their view
of perfection. Bach one was first aware of a hunger and lack in
his own heart. Upon recognizing this need of God, and responding
in obedience to the lighf within, each came into a perfect rela-
tionship wifh tods This new experience could not be kept secret,
but from this new found victory each one became a messenger of
the gospel. As a result of these early Friends' faithfulness to
testifiy and preach of their own experience, many people came to

know Christ through the preaching of these nen.
Conclusions

(1) These early Friends testified to a renewal in man of
the Image of God through the perscn and work of Jesus Christ,.

(2) They each testified to an inner conflict of the flesh
and Spirit. This conflict was overcome as they yielded themselves
to God's will.

(3) They testified to holiness and purity in living effect-

ed by the inner workings of God in their hearts in daily experience.



CHAPTER 1V

THE DOCTRINE OF PERFECTION PROCLAIMED



CHAPTER IV
THE DOCTRINE OF PERFECTION PROCLAIMED
The Concept of Fox

An Instrument of God. Fox has never been considered the

51 theologian of the Friends' movement, but rather as that instrument

of light which God brought to a people which sat in darkness. Fox
saw theology in terme of life experiences His own conversion and
background provided much upon which to builds His was not the re-
sult of the logie of philosophical systems, but was founded upon
the basis of a living relationship with God by the "light" of
Chrigts. Fox's theology is not to be considered inferior in any
way to that of Barclay or Penn, but Fox was too concerned with
that of proclaeiming the message to take time to put it in syste-
matic form.

The impact which the Scriptures had on the 1ife of Fox was
without doubt, a major contribution to his ministry. He had read
and studied them to such an extent that he knew much of their con-
tents, He quoted widely and with great facilitys His regard for
the scriptures is shown in & testimony which he gave before a group
of some forty priests who had charged him with heresy and had him
arrested at Lancaster. He testifies:

That the holy scriptures were given forth by the Spirit of Geod;

and all peovnle nmust first come to the Spirit of God in theme
selves, by which they might know God and Christ, of whom the
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prophets and apostles learnt: and by the same Spirit know the
holy seriptures; for as the Spirit of God was in them that
gave forth the scriptures, so the same Spirif must be in all
them that come to understand the seriptures.

Thus according to Foxe the Seriptures ¢ould not be properly under-
stood excent as one was in the same Spirit by which they were
given forthe

The writings of George Fox are in the form of his Journal,

Yorks, and Testimonles. He has left a total of only eight vole

unes, which constitute his work ae an author. The Journal is in
two volumes and in thes are found his life experience and testi-~
mony, teachings, exhortations, and many letters.

Fox's writing indicates that he was assured of the direct
access to God, throuzh Christ and that God's will was revealed to
man through the Holy Spirite This is shown by his usage of the

words such as "openings™ or "the Lord showed mel,

Fox's Doctrinal Position Siated. ILiving experience and
relationship to (od provided the basis for the doctrines of which
Fox wrotes These he supported by scriptures. The holiness which
Fox wrote about and testified to was not imputed but reale Thie
was central to the whole Quaker movement. HNewbon Flew atiestis,
that:

On the one hand, the teaching of George Fox may be regarded

as the logical outcome of the Lutheran conception of faith
» ¢« o But on the other hand, in religious and ethiecal insight,

1Fox. oRe citey Ps 128,

e
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George Fox went far decper than the Reformersy and he did so
precisely in virtue of his teaching on perfection.

Bagic to Fox's view of.perfection waa his view of the natu-
ral or present condition of man. He not only had a personal, but
& general sense of sin, for he states, "For azll are concluded un-
der siny and shut up in.unbeliaf."a Yet he maintained that people
could be freed from the power of sin in this life. This went very
counter to the Calvinistic teaching of the times. The Puritan di-
vines maintained that man aust always be sinful while they were
upon this earth, This, according to Fox, nullified the saerifice
of Christ, He agserted that the Calvinists "sake Christts dying
in vain, and the one offering of no value, which hath perfected
forever all them that are sanctified, and his blood ¢f none effect,
which cleanseth from all sin."3

The fact that many of the early friends had come from a
Calvinis£ic theological background accounts for their emphasis on
those points which differed from that éystem. Russell points out
that: YWhen they did attempt to give a theological statement, as
when they-sought to disprove charges that tﬁey were atheists ox.

heretics, « « « it was usually guite orthodox."k

Lenton Flew, The Idea of Perfection (Londom: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1934), p. 28k,

“Fox, ops Cites ps 60
BFQXQ Workns' IV, p« 128,

“Russell,_ggo.cit,, Pe 47
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While Fox held that wan was concluded under sin, yet he
also held that the "light of Christ" enabled man to rezpond to the
divine overtures of‘ﬂod's love. The purpose of the light of
Christ, was that man might come “to the second Adam, from the
first Adam; that « « » (man) might have (his) sins and transgresse
ions blotted oute"™ This light of Christ was in no way that of a
pantheistic concept of an Yextension of God" in every man, bul a
capacity in him to which God could speak. #s Pox puts it, this
light ia for all people to come "o knoi Christ in you the hope
of glorye « whieh hope purifies, even as he is pure."2 It was
the Holy’Spirit which spoke to Fox's condition, and pointed Fox
to Christ, who could meet his inner struggle.

Fox taught a thorough justification; tarough the work of
Jesus Christ, for he says, "s « « I saw that Christ died for all
men, and was a propitiation for allj and enlightened all amen and
women with his divine and saving light; and that none could be a

a? To Fox, salvation was

true believer, bul who believed in it.
primarily a moral act, rather than a mere judicial'relationship-
It was the work of the Spirit in the believer that transformed

his life and effected righteousness within., That the work of

1F0x¢ forks, ope gitey ps 127,
Zlbido

3Ibid.

L

Russell, ope clbey Do DDe
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Christ is a complete one wrought in the heart, is seen in the
following:
50 if you mind the light, anéd in it stand, you will see the
Tord giving issue, whereby you will find deliverance standing
in- the light, which comes from the word, which is a fire, and
a hamner, and a sword, which beats down that which iz con-
trary to the truth, divides and burns up, but keeping the
word, the temptations will not come nigh, but the word of
reconciliation be witnessed, and the word of faith which makes
clean, and purifiea, and sanctifiess «

The work of Christ in the heart, according to Vox, makes
pessible & life of victory over sine This he shows by a statement
he makes in a discourse from a passage in Romans. He writes:

And this we witness who are in scorn called Juakers, but
Christ did not die for sinnersy that they should live all
their lifetime in sin, and die in their sinsj but that as sin
had reigned unto death, so grace might also reign through
rightecusness unto eternal life.2

Fox attributed the work of perfection which he experienced
and taught, to Christ, and Christ alone. 'The atonement of Christ
on the cross made possivle man's full redenption, for he writes:
“hat which purges this out of him, is the blood of Chyist, who
by bhis blood and fiery baptism hath purged out our 'sing, sud
sanctifies us."3 In another of his discourses, on the ventrality

of Christ as the effective agent of man's sanctification, he

writest "Put I say you are redeemed by Christy it cost him his

chx, Yorks, IV, ops cite, pe 305,
5

Ibidg, v, Pe ’E?l'l'. ,
31bide, ps 270,
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blood to purchase man ocut of this state he is in, in the fall, and
bBring him up to the state man was in before he fella"l On one
ogcasion in his siniatry, Fox declared to those who were pleading
for imperfection: |

ThatrAdamiand Fve were perfect before they fell; and all that
God made was perfect; and that the imzperfection came by the
devil and the falls but Christ, who cawme to destroy the devil,
said, 'he ye perfectt.? R
One of the professors alledged that the "hody of sin and death”
was the outward body. Fox, quick to discern the error of the
statement, stated that the "body of sin and death®” wos not the outw
ward body but that it was that of a broken and esiranged relatione-
ship with CGod, as the result of disobadience.3 Leter in a dis-
course regarding this subjéét. Fox with clarity, denounces those
who teach that the body of sin and death must be carried in this
lifes He speaks of these as the "Devils teachers™, who preach
such & doctrines His judgment is pronounced against thewm, in that
they labor with their strength "to kee§ up the devil's works in
men and women, and tell them,; there is no perfection here, no over-
coming here, while on this side the grave."#

During one of his imprisonments at Derby inm 1650, he spoke

again to the problem, to those who came to plead for sia and

Yrhidsy VIL, pe 2520

aFOX; Journal, ORs gitey Pe 152-153.
JIbid,

kFox, Horks, ops citey VI, pe 439,
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imperfections He writes:

If your faith be true, it will give you victory over sin
and the devil, purify your hearts and conszciences (for the
true faith is held in a pure consclence), and bring you to
please God, and give you access to Hinm againe But they could
not endure to hear of purity, and of victory over sin and the
devil; for they saild they could not believe that any could be
free from sin on this side the grave.+

Fox's great concern for a living relationship with Christ

overshadowed his concern for the usage of theological terminologye.
His writings are rich in Biblical imagery and meaninge He uses
such terms as Ythe devils works and imperfection, “the bad cursed

statey and "the body of sin and death", to describe that dondi-

tion in man which must be reconciled,

The Yosition of Bérclax. fven though early Friends wers

not primarily concerned about‘creedal statements in defesnme of
Christian faith, yet Barclayvhas been considered as the Theologian
of the movement.

His Apology has been considered.to be the most systematic
doctrinal work of Friends. Barclay's extensive education had much
to do with the fact that he wrote more systematically than digd
Fox,y however it was {rom Fox that he received his instruction in
rightecusness., As to the place of prominence which this writing
holds, Thomas Tvans has written, that "it has always been held to

be of the highest authority, both among ancient and modern (day)

lFox, Journal, op. cite, ps 56,
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Friends, as a standard doctrinal treatise."l

Barclay's views of perfection are found in both his Cate-
ﬁﬁiéﬁa published in 1673, and the Apology, published in 1675, His
close association with Fox during the latter half of the founders
life had a great deal of effect on his thinking, which can be seen
in his writings.

Bareclay, in his A olo y Viewed redemption in a two-fold

manners

The first is the redemption performed and accomplished by
Christ for us in his crucified body without us: the other is
the redemption wrought by Christ in us, which no less_properly
is ecalled and accounted a redemption than the former.
He distinguishes them by sayihg, that:
« » ¢« The first then is that whereby man, as he stands in the
fall, is put into a capacity of salvation, and hath conveyed
unte him a measure of that power, virtue, spirit, life, and
grace that was in Christ Jesus.
Barclsy describes the first part of redemption as that not only
which was wrougﬁt for man by the crucifixion of Christ, or that
of a perfect provision, but also, that man is created with a ca~

pacity to respond to the work which was wrought on the cross for

him.

1Thoma5 Evans, An Exposition of the Faith of Friends (Phila~-
delphia: Friend's Book Store, 1878), p. 9.

2Robert Barclay, Apology (Philadelphia: Friend's Book
Store, 1908), Prop. vii,, sec, iii. Reference is given to "Propo=-
sition” and "Section™ rather than to edition page., Hersafter
"Prop." and"Sec.” will be omitted.

S1vid.



Secondly, he points out that redemption is:
¢ ¢ @« Lthat whereby we witness &and know this pure and perfect
redenption in ourselves, purifying, cleansing, and redeenming
us from the power of corruption, and bringing us into unity,
favour, and friendship with God.l

Thus it can be seen by the discuésion of justification, that he
guards against a Calvinistic doctrine of imputed righteousness on
the one hand, and the Roman Catholic dootrine of juatification by
merit on the other hand., He includes sanctification in the work
of justification, for he states:

As many as resist not this light, but receive the sane, it
becomes in them a holy, pure, and spiritual birth, brisging
forth holiness, righteousness, purity, and all those other
blesged fruits whieh are acceptable to Gody by which holy

birth, to wit, Jesus Christ formed within us, and working his
works in us, as we gre sanctified, sp are we Jjustified in the

sight of God, according to. the apostles words, ‘'But ye are

washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the
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