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ABSTRACT
Bread and wine are metaphors for the broken body and spilled blood of Jesus the
Christ. Jesus himself stated that these two metaphors are to represent his sacrifice for
humans, yet these metaphors have lost much of their importance in present-day
Christianity. Pentecostal churches specifically seem to have forgotten what the bread and
wine symbolize. Due to cultural influences, these churches no longer place emphasis on
celebrating what they call Communion.
Many Pentecostal Christians today attend a service that is convenient, efficient,
and that meets all their spiritual needs at one stop—like a Super Walmart of Worship due
to the cultural influences of commodification, McDonaldization, and consumerism. This
shift in the way many Pentecostal churches operate has caused them to celebrate or
remember Jesus’ sacrifice less frequently, and the metaphors of the bread and wine lose
the strength of meaning in Christian lives.
This dissertation consists of six sections. Section 1 defines the problems
commodification, McDonaldization, and consumerism have caused in the Church and
traces the Church’s roaming to the point of having (or it has) nearly lost sight of the
meaning of the sacraments. Section 2 identifies multiple metaphors and proposes an
alternative solution to the problem in Pentecostal churches. Section 3 provides possible
ways to remember the importance of the symbols of bread and wine. Section 4 provides a
description of the Artifact intended to help churches remember what Jesus has done for
them. The Artifact is a nonfiction book in the form of a lectionary. Section 5 contains the
Artifact Specification, describing the intended self-publishing of the lectionary. Section 6
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is the postscript to the work described above. The appendix to this written statement is
the lectionary itself entitled Table Liturgy, which is based upon the 2019 church year.
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SECTION 1:
THE PROBLEM
The Sacraments of Communion/Eucharist have lost most of their symbolic
meaning in Pentecostal Churches due to cultural influences such as commodification,
McDonaldization, and consumerism.
Introduction
Perhaps one of the overlooked events that foretold the future of the Pentecostal
church was Jesus’ cleansing of the temple. The act of cleansing the temple was
undoubtedly shocking to the merchants and money exchangers within it (Jn 2:13-22). If
asked, the merchants and money exchangers might have stated their confusion over the
Rabbi’s actions. They were, in their minds, providing a service to the temple-goers who
had traveled long distances.
Changing money from other currencies to the temple currency and providing
animals for purchase to meet God's requirements for sacrifice benefited visiting
worshippers. Merchants and traders assisted those coming to the temple by offering
needed goods and services. In contemporary vernacular, their work was ministry, and
making money from ministry was not, in their eyes, wrong. Jesus’ words and actions,
however, indicate otherwise. To Jesus, the ministry performed in the temple had turned
into something it was not intended to be. The business taking place in the temple had
changed his Father’s house into a “house of trade or marketplace” (Jn 2:16, NLT) and a
“den of thieves” (Mt 21:13, NLT). While Jesus’ actions and criticism address the use of
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the temple for monetary gain, the two instances1 of Jesus’ pushing that ministry out of the
temple indicate a problem that threatens the significance of sacred spaces and sacred
metaphors, both then and now.
Jesus was fulfilling the prophecy found in Malachi 3:16, which prophesied that a
messenger would come who would be the cleanser and refiner of the temple. If Jesus, as
the cleanser and refiner, returned to our present-day temples and began to purify them as
he did the temple in Israel, assuredly there would be shocked and confused bystanders,
much like the first two times Jesus cleansed the temple. The shock and confusion would
be among well-meaning religious people wondering why Jesus was against their hard
work and ministry. Much like Israel, the Pentecostal church has forgotten what sacred
spaces and sacred metaphors are.
The Story
There have been several events that have occurred while observing or celebrating
the Eucharist in life and ministry that changed previously held thoughts and attitudes
toward the Eucharist. The first took place while on staff at a Pentecostal church in
Illinois. The husband of a family that was attending the same church was new to the
Christian journey. His wife had been raised in the Catholic Church. After several years,
the husband began hoping for a more profound experience with God and felt he was not
able to experience God through the contemporary Pentecostal church scene. The couple
began attending Catholic services and eventually left contemporary Christianity for a

1

See John 2:11-12 and Matthew 21:17-23. While these instances are similar, they take place at
two different times in Jesus’ ministry.
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more ancient and ritualized form of worship. When asked, the husband stated that he felt
God more in a Catholic Mass and not the contemporary Christian church service. He
went on to explain the practice of the Eucharist is what appealed to him most. To him, the
way the Catholic church celebrated the Table made him feel closer to God. Over several
years, other friends made the change to Catholicism because they felt the presence of
God more in the Catholic Mass than the Christian worship service.
The next significant instance occurred while serving as the Pastor of American
expatriates in South Korea. The Catholic congregation shared the same worship space.
Because of this arrangement, common resources were also shared. One of the resources
shared was communion wafers and juice. Having only experienced communion chunks
and not wafers before, it was intriguing that the wafer had no expiration date on the side
of the economy-sized container. In administering the sacraments during the celebration of
the Lord’s Table, it was often times noted that the wafer sounded like and tasted more
like plastic than bread. Those wafers became jokingly known as the Little Round Plastic
Discs.
Not long after that initial experience with the Little Round Plastic Discs, an
opportunity to visit a contemporary church that met in a movie theater arose. When the
sermon was over, the church passed popcorn buckets to receive tithes and offerings and
then, without announcement or prayer, the elements of Communion were passed using
popcorn buckets. The person passing the popcorn buckets noticed the shock and
bewilderment displayed, and by way of explaining said it was “time for Communion.”
These instances initiated not only new thinking but new doubts about what was
happening in the Pentecostal churches attended in the past; where they generally
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practiced Communion once a month, if ever. These thoughts led to the question: What
societal and cultural factors have caused the Holy Sacraments of Communion to lose
much of their symbolism, meaning, and importance in Pentecostal churches? This
question led to research and discovery that the Sacraments of Communion/Eucharist have
lost much of their symbolism and meaning in Pentecostal churches. The position taken
then is this: Due to cultural commodification, McDonaldization, and consumerism, what
is known as Communion in Pentecostal churches has been nearly forgotten or has been
replaced in importance by something else. Analysis of the cultural and societal factors
leading to Communion losing its importance in Pentecostal churches will be provided; as
well as two possible reasons that Communion has lost its importance. This will be
followed by a historical overview of the Table, its other names, and theology. Lastly,
possible solutions for pastors and congregations to rediscover the importance of the
symbols that embody the divine grace God has given us will be suggested.
The Weakening Metaphor
Lakoff and Johnson state that “the essence of metaphor is understanding and
experiencing one kind of thing in terms of another.”2 Beginning in Exodus, when God
instituted the ordinance of the Passover and intended that ordinance be observed forever,
there has always been a ritual for humans to be reminded, via metaphor, of what God has
brought us through and a promise of where he is taking us. When Jesus ate the Last
Supper with his friends and disciples, he took some leftover bread, broke it, offered it to

2

George Lakoff and Mark Johnson, Metaphors We Live By (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago
Press, 1980), 5.
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them, and told them that the bread was his body, which would soon be broken for them.
His sacrificing of his body during the Passover and the Festival of the Unleavened Bread
(re)signed the metaphor of the Passover Lamb’s body, bringing redemption and freedom
through his own broken body. When Jesus offered the cup of wine to them, he told them
that it was his blood, and that blood was poured out for them as the sealing of a new
covenant. That covenant promised new hope in that humans no longer had to rely on
priests and animal sacrifices at the temple. Now the blood of God, blood that was able to
wash away sins, was available. The parts, words, and sacraments of Jesus’ Last Supper
have become known today as the Eucharist, Holy Communion, and the Lord’s Table. The
cup and the bread have become sacraments of the Table ritual.
Unfortunately, the power of the metaphor that the parts, words, and sacraments of
the Table signified has dimmed nearly into obscurity in Pentecostal churches, and has
become overshadowed, perhaps by another, newer metaphor, or perhaps drowned out by
the effect of culture. I theorize that the Table, and what the elements and celebration
symbolize, is losing strength as a symbol and metaphor. The weakening of the metaphor
has been taking place for some time. There was no single point in history where the
metaphor began eroding. It is evident, however, that over time, much like a road-worn
away by years of rain, wind, and the footsteps of many travelers, it has eroded.
The Journey Toward a Weakened Metaphor
Much like “words do not communicate to us anymore what they originally did
and what they were invented to communicate,”3 metaphors, like the bread and wine of

3

Paul Tillich, Theology of Culture (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 1959), 53.
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Communion, no longer communicate to us, perhaps what the original did. The journey
toward the weakened metaphor of the Table can be attributed to multiple factors. An
overview of these cultural and societal factors follows.
Culture
Culture is defined as the symbols, languages, customs, beliefs, knowledge, and
identities shared by members of social groups. Culture and cultural meaning can be
studied by “exploring individual and group communication expressed in social narratives,
ideologies, practices, tastes, values, and norms as well as in collective representations and
social classifications.”4 It is essential to define culture in this way, as culture is so much a
part of our lives that it would be difficult to define one’s self outside of culture because it
is shaping our lives and perceptions continuously. As children dependent upon the adults
who care for us, we have no choice but to be shaped by the culture in which we live.
Once we can care for ourselves, we have more choice regarding the culture by which we
are shaped, although the extent of that choice or volition is questioned by psychologists
and sociologists. While I assert that humans have some level of choice over how much
culture affects their lives, others like James K. A. Smith state that for humans, there is no
choice or control over how culture and society affect us because “our hearts are
constantly being formed by others.”5

4
American Sociological Association, “Culture,” accessed April 23, 2018,
http://www.asanet.org/topics/culture.
5

James K. A. Smith, Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation (Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2009), 71.
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Smith appropriately warns, “culture is not a thing that is ‘out there,’ but instead is
an activity. Culture is, one might say, more of a verb than a noun.”6 Humans create
cultural institutions such as family and religion. Once created, humans partake of
institutions in various ways to meet real and perceived needs. “However, there is also an
important sense in which cultural institutions take on a life of their own… they take on a
kind of systemic power that gives them an influence that is independent of individual
agents.”7 It is this influence of other cultural institutions that affect, or in some cases
infects, the cultural institution of religion; in this case, the Christian Church. The
influence is so powerful that the church would be mistaken to believe it could stand
against or outside of culture.8
In the past, churches, often the only organized institution people encountered,
were the institutions which gave society its morals and values. Today our society is no
longer influenced solely by the church; rather, our culture and its myriad of institutions
have influenced the church to the extent that the religious symbols, customs, beliefs,
knowledge, and values have been changed due to the way society now views and
interacts with religion.

6

Ibid., 71.

7

Ibid., 72.

8

Tony Alonso, “Consumed: Celebrating Liturgy in a Consumer Culture,” Worship 87, no. 5
(2013): 428–444, 437.
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Religion
Using the metaphor of a journey, religion becomes the intersection between
culture, the church, the temple, and the mosque. Religion is the part of the culture that
defines the spiritual ideas, practices, and concepts of individuals and groups.9 Many will
“define religion as man’s relation to divine beings, whose existence the theological critics
assert, and the scientific critics deny.”10 Tillich states, “religion is the aspect of depth in
the totality of the human spirit.”11 Religion “opens up the depth of man’s spiritual life… it
gives us the experience of the Holy, of something untouchable, awe-inspiring, an ultimate
meaning, the source of ultimate courage.”12 To Romanowski, religion is “not restricted to
a confessional life. Instead, we are religious in every dimension: the social, political,
economic and aesthetic.”13 Religion is how culture and society define the human spiritual
practices that occur as part of the Church. Religion also serves as an interpreter between
culture and the divine. Religion translates the religious language, words, symbols, and
objects of the divine into culturally relevant meaning. Religion then is “the meaninggiving substance of culture, and culture is the totality of forms in which the basic concern
of religion expresses itself.”14 Religion is the medium, vehicle, or method the Church uses

9

Tillich, 4.

10

Ibid., 5.

11

Ibid., 7.

12

Ibid., 9.

13

William D. Romanowski, Eyes Wide Open: Looking for God in Popular Culture, revised ed.
(Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2007), 50.
14

Ibid., 43.
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to “show the people outside the Church that the symbols in which the life of the Church
expresses itself are answers to the questions implied in their very existence as human
beings.”15
Unfortunately, religion can transform its myths, doctrines, rites, and laws into
weapons to persecute “those who do not subject themselves”16 to religion. Religion gives
humans the ability to take the wonder and awe of the divine and transform it into rules
and regulations with which one must comply to be considered an adherent or convert to
that religion. In the hands of humans who focus on the wrong aspects of the divine,
religion can send the wrong messages so that symbols of the divine no longer inspire
hope, holiness, and mystery. It is these negative aspects of religion that provide reasons
“for the passionate reaction of the secular world against religion.”17
The United States has become increasingly secular and has, in many cases,
reacted negatively against all things dealing with religion. The reaction against religion
has caused many different phenomena to occur within our society. One such phenomenon
is the void society feels without the spiritual answers religion provides for questions like,
“Why are we here?”. There are several theories regarding the development of
secularization in our society today, and they will be discussed in the following sections.

15

Ibid., 49.

16

Ibid., 9.

17

Ibid.
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The Enlightenment
The Enlightenment was a period of remarkable intellectual development and
change in philosophical thought.18 In this age, there was a significant change in the way
humans thought and believed. Great thinkers like Descartes, Hobbes, and Locke
challenged the then-current norms and focused on ideas that made rational sense and less
on the awe and mystery of creation. “Overall, the Enlightenment was characterized by the
belief that people could comprehend and control the universe using reason and empirical
research,”19 therefore no longer needing religion to interpret the divine. The thinkers of
the time began to see humans not in a collective or communal sense but as individuals
causing a shift in the values society held. This shift towards individuality and rationality
caused a gradual turn away from the mysterious, causing the rejection of religious norms
of truth. In the following sections, sociological schools of thought or sociological
paradigms contributing to the shift towards individuality and the commodification of
religion will be explored.

18

George Ritzer and Douglas J Goodman, Sociological Theory, 6th ed. (Boston, MA: McGrawHill Humanities/Social Sciences/Languages, 2003), 11.
19

Ibid.
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Rationality
Max Weber, in his theory of rationalization, purposed four types of rationality:
practical, theoretical, substantive, and formal.20 According to Roger Brubaker,21 formal
rationality stands in contrast to all the other types of rationality but is mainly in conflict
with substantive rationality, “meaning rationality from the point of view of some
particular substantive end, value or belief.”22 Weber believed this conflict between the
two types of rationality had a role in causing the rationalization processes in the West to
unfold.23 This was no small conflict. Formal rationality fought against the widely
accepted societal norms and religious theories. Brubaker put it this way: “Common to the
rationality of industrial capitalism, formalistic law and bureaucratic administration is its
objectified institutionalized, supra-individual form; in each sphere, rationality is
embodied in the social structure and confronts individuals as something external to
them.”24
Briefly, some of the characteristics of formal rationality are: First, emphasis on
calculability, defined as things which are counted or quantified. Second, efficiency,
defined as finding the best way to get to the end of something; third, predictability,
defined as the idea that things operate in the same way from one time or place to another.

20

Roger Brubaker, The Limits of Rationality: Essay on the Social and Moral Thought of Max
Weber, Controversies in Sociology (London, UK: Routledge, 1984), 4.
21

Ibid.

22

Ibid.

23

Stephen Kalberg, “Max Weber’s Types of Rationality: Cornerstones for the Analysis of
Rationalization Processes in History,” American Journal of Sociology 85, no. 5 (1980): 1145–1179.
24

Brubaker, 10.
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Fourth, production of non-human technology and an irrational consequence for the
people involved in them.25 These were the theories and ideas that caused the religion of
western society to be altered by adapting rationalization. It was this adaptation of
rationalization by religion or, more specifically, by the church that played a large part in
rationalizing the rest of society,26 therefore speeding society faster towards secularization.
To Weber, secularization began as the religious leaders turned toward a “professionally
trained priesthood,” which stood in contrast to the so-called magicians.27 The priesthood’s
impact on the individuals in the churches caused, as Ritzer points out, a “rationalized
religion that proved particularly well suited to winning converts among the urban middle
class and it was there that it placed a key role in rationalization… of all sectors of life.”28
Rationality sets the stage for the modern age.
Modernity
Modernity came onto the world stage through a series of cultural events around
the fifteenth century. Baudrillard describes modernity as an age focused upon production
and industrial capitalism.29 There was then a change or shift in the material aspect of life
as well as a shift toward depending on modern thought and not religion for certitude,

25

Alan Sica, Weber, Irrationality and Social Order (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press,

2017), 5-6.
26

Kalberg, 109.

27

Ritzer and Goodman, 138.

28

Ibid.

29

Jean Baudrillard, Simulations (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2016), 9.
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universality, and perhaps above all, mastery.30 The modern man became more and more
objective in thought and action. This objectivity caused modernity’s fact-value distinction
to begin relegating faith to the margins of private preferences.31 Religion was pushed out
of the public life of society and culture, and put into private life because religion was no
longer able to provide certitude, objectivity, or any of the facts humans engulfed in
modernity sought after.
Secularization
As the practice of religion became increasingly private, the hold or influence
religion—and more specifically in Western culture, the church—had over society began
to fade. The sociological phenomenon of secularization contributed to this fade.
Secularization is the act of the sacred becoming profane. Another way of defining
secularization is that it occurs when society removes something (a thought, concept, or
practice) that was under the control or dominion of religion and removing it from that
dominion or control.32
Secularization took place gradually over time in reaction to the modernistic need
for rationality, objectivity, and fact. Secularization caused science, art, and education to
no longer be the dominion of religion nor the church, and therefore, no longer under
divine control. All of this placed the locus of control over human destiny upon humans

30
Kevin J. Vanhoozer, The Cambridge Companion to Postmodern Theology (Oxford, UK:
Cambridge University Press, 2003), 7.
31
32

Ibid., 7.

An example of secularization is that questions about our reason for existence were once spiritual
questions asked of gods and idols of religion, and they are now being answered by science.
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themselves. Since then, humans have believed and acted as if they were in control of their
destiny, causing the power the church had in all sectors of life to diminish. Humans no
longer felt they needed to consult with the divine, and instead, through their hard work,
education, and acquisition of power, they could create their self-determined destiny. The
church, over time, adapted to rationality and objectivity, transforming itself into
something resembling a capitalistic business venture. Modernity then set the stage for the
emergence of Postmodernity.
Postmodernity
Postmodernity began in the societal context of the tragedy of World War II.
Humans were forced to look at themselves to find out what went wrong with their system
of Modernity. The ideas of objectivity and rationality, in the face of Nazism, world war,
and Communism, needed to be rethought. Facts and truth as they were known began to
be questioned and ideas rejected. It is in the rejection of Modernity that Postmodernity
emerged. There is, however, no clear-cut break between Modernity and Postmodernity,
meaning, there is no clearly defined point where Modernity ended, and Postmodernity
began.
Postmodernity may be described as a state of mind found among the adherents to
the theory. While placing definitions upon postmodernism is difficult, there are a few
distinctions to be pointed out. Postmodernists believe humans create their reality and if
there is a god, he or she would not want to have anything to say about the way humans
behave. Postmodernists believe there is no absolute truth and they distrust authority and
dogmatism. To a Postmodern, all moral values are relative, and they place the onus upon
society for the problems of the individual, thus diminishing personal responsibility.

15
Postmodernists emphasize plurality, fragmentation, and complexity. Baudrillard argues
that postmodern society is post-industrial, defined by new technologies that allow for the
infinite reproducibility of objects and images, which create a “hyper-real” society where
the distinction between real and unreal is obliterated.33 Vanhoozer, however, argues
Postmodernists are not irrational; they do not reject reasoning, but Reason. They deny the
notion of universal rationality; reason then is a contextual and relative affair.34 The ideals
held by Postmodernists then began to deconstruct all that was around them.
Deconstruction was born out of Postmodernity, and in the vast deconstruction of
all things Modern, it would seem Postmodernity would deconstruct the modern version of
religion. Foucault would say the truth claims of religion were merely a power grab, and
religion itself was merely a front a regime of truth that would force orthodoxy upon
everyone.35
It is the rejection of a single truth, or the metanarrative of truth, that has
influenced the change in the meaning of all religious symbols. Later it will be argued that
while Postmodernity rejected the metanarratives, there was not a total rejection of truth as
many critics claim. Because there was no total rejection, Postmodernity may have created
a new way of worshiping. Bevins, in speaking about the effects of Postmodernity on the
church points out that Postmodernity’s effect is more profound on younger Christians.
Bevins points out
Many of postmodernity’s ideals play an important role in how people think about
their faith and what they feel is “missing” from their existing tradition. In many

33

Baudrillard, 26.

34

Vanhoozer, 20-22.

35

Michael Foucault, Power, ed. Raymond Johanny, transl. Matthew J O’Connell et al., Essential
Works of Foucault, 1954-1984, 3rd ed., vol. 3 (New York, NY: W.W. Norton, 2000), 46.
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ways, the churches these young adults have abandoned represent holdovers from
the modern era, locked in a way of being and doing church that no longer speaks
to the felt needs of a new generation.
It is to the felt needs of the young adults that the Table is able to speak.
Consumerism, Consumption, and Commodification
There is something different about what is happening within and around all things
considered to be the Western36 church. It is, however, difficult to articulate what is
occurring. Scholars disagree about what the issue or problem is, with proposals and ideas
of the problem ranging from the decline of truth and blaming postmodernity, to
secularization and so on. While it proves challenging to articulate, the headlines are still
full of statements like these:
Christianity will die out in this generation unless we do something now.
Only 4 Percent of this generation is Christian.
Ninety-four percent of teenagers drop out of church, never to return again.
With its 195 million unchurched people, America has become the new mission
field.
America has more unchurched people than the entire populations of all but 11 of
the world’s 194 nations.37
The church in the West is now experiencing a time when the “overall total number of
Christians is still declining [and] church growth amounts to little more than moving
bodies around from one congregation to another, while for every person who comes to
faith there must be quite a few more who are giving up on faith altogether, and leaving

36
37

By “Western,” I mean the United States of America and Canada.

Ed Stetzer, “Chicken Little Was Wrong: The Statistic We Most Love to Repeat May Be
Leading Us to Make Bad Choices about the Church,” Christianity Today (January 2010): 34. EBSCOhost.
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the church for good.”38 Again, it is evident, as Dr. Leonard Sweet states, “Christianity in
the West is suffering from an identity crisis.”39 These statements are alarming in that a
decline in numbers of adherents also signals a decline in the impact the church has on
culture and society.
One of the reasons the Church has lost its impact on culture and society is that
many Christians, in general, have ceased to be followers of Jesus and have settled on
being consumers of religion. There is, unfortunately, no way to prove causation between
commodification and the decline in church attendance and the overall decline in the
societal and cultural influence the church has. Correlation, however, is possible to
observe, with one of the critical indications being the mass production and
commodification of the sacraments of the bread and wine of the Lord’s Table. The
Communion cup and wafer of the modern Church is a sad metaphor of the lessened
impact of Christ through Christians. Communion has become so efficient that the
elements are mass-produced in a package containing small sealed plastic cups, with a
compartment formed in the plastic holding the communion wafer. Even the packaging in
which the miniature communion kits come is efficient, in that they can be cut down and
used as serving trays for the bread/wine combination, making it efficient to serve many
customers in a shorter amount of time. The commodification of communion is one of
many problems faced by the church today. While there may be no single cause, one
should be no less concerned. As Asad Talal points out, “A deeply committed Christian

38

John Drane, The McDonaldization of the Church: Consumer Culture and the Church’s Future
(Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys Publishing, 2012), 5.
39

Leonard Sweet, From Tablet to Table (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 2015), 2.
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surely cannot be unconcerned at the existence of truthful religious symbols that appear to
be largely powerless in modern society.”40
For this dissertation, consumerism is defined as a complex framework of
economic, social, and cultural systems through which individuals and groups find their
identity and fulfillment in the consumption of goods and services.41 Consumption, in turn,
leads to increased production of those goods and services to meet demands, and also to
the invention of new and previously unknown goods and services customers are
convinced they need to perpetuate their chosen identity and obtain fulfillment.
Consumerism does not merely stop at the production and consumption of goods and
services; it also commodifies. Commodification refers to turning something into or
treating something (or someone) as a commodity,42 then commercializing and marketing
the commodity for consumption. Commodification in a secular context can perpetuate an
economic caste system and influence illicit behaviors such as human trafficking, wherein
the human body has become a commodity to be obtained, marketed, and purchased. It has
value to the producer and purchaser; therefore, value in context of consumerism and
commodification is in the usefulness something has.43 For Christians and the Christian
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church, consumerism and commodification cause holy ritual, as well as religious symbols
and principles, to become commodities that are produced, marketed, and purchased. One
may recognize this concept in a church or Christian bookstore, but not acknowledge how
consumerism influences our individual and communal lives.
Consumerism is pervasive and ubiquitous; it has become, in the words of Jethani,
the “dominant worldview of North Americans. As such, it is competing with the kingdom
of heaven for the hearts and imaginations of God’s people.”44 Jethani is declaring in the
context of Christianity, that consumerism is changing not only the way Christians believe
and interact with God, but the way Christians gain their identity. Christians no longer see
themselves as part of a religious community.45 They unknowingly believe, live, and act as
a consumer of Christianity versus a follower of Jesus, and all that entails. Their
interactions with churches and ministries are merely transactions between the
producer/seller and the purchaser/consumer. No longer is the invitation a call to follow
Jesus; the good news now is to come and see my church, our pastor, or our worship
leader. The invitation is not to live our lives as disciples; instead, it is to consume the
religious goods and services that are mass-produced, marketed, and sold.
All of this occurs subconsciously in us as the consumer. This means we extend
with good intentions our invitations to our neighbors. However, the subtext is clear: come
to my church because the product that we produce is better than the product that you are
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currently consuming now. Jethani identifies how consumerism impacts the church by
stating,
The evidence suggests that the contemporary church, seeking survival and
relevancy, has surrendered its alternative imagination as well. Rather than
pursuing our calling to present a vision of a world filled with God’s power and
love, the contemporary church merely presents the world as people already know
it. It is a two-dimensional facsimile of the consumer culture, albeit with a Jesus
fish imprint. The result is an impotent church at home in our world, a church that
poses no threat to the powers of conventionality and with no prophetic voice to
awaken the imagination.46
An impotent church with no prophetic voice packages the gospel into a therapeutic47 selfhelp message that no longer points humanity toward their Creator; it no longer points out
the need for a Savior; instead, it reduces awe, inspiration, creativity, “beliefs, symbols,
and values to objects of consumption.”48 The aura of consumerism is perpetuated by
providing not only a collection plate but a convenient smart-phone application with
which to pay for services rendered each Sunday. The church apparently refuses to counter
the effects of consumerism and commodification and instead “ends up mimicking it (the
culture of consumerism), merely substituting Christian Commodities—‘Jesusfied’
versions of worldly products, which are acquired, accumulated, and disposed of to make
room for the new and novel.”49
Christianity is in danger of losing its mystery and its story because
commodification is turning the gospel into transactional, rationalized data to be sold and
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purchased. The Bible is often read as a historical encyclopedia and a moral dictionary
rather than cherished as the words of an almighty God. “We have alienated God from the
larger story of Scripture that informs us of his character and attributes.”50 It would seem
that to some, God is no longer needed, as people are now “living more rational,
anonymous lives; traditionally stable frameworks for group and individual identity—such
as family, religion, class, and nationality—weaken and are modified or abandoned. The
individual is then free to choose his or her path toward self-realization.”51 Identity no
longer is with a tribe, community, or people group; it is now found in brands. Even the
identity of “a Christian has less to do with internally transformed values and more to do
with externally displayed products.”52 In order to market these products, churches have
turned toward competing with one another.
“Consumerism has created a culture that values style over substance, image over
reality, and perception over performance.”53 The church intuits that since culture values
those things, that to remain competitive and keep customers, they must produce and
provide a commodity that perpetuates the stylish image of the customer so they feel good
about consuming that brand. This “competition has driven churches to add features, or
‘service areas,’ beyond what anyone might have imagined just a few decades ago.”54 The
pervasiveness of competing for customers is such that the star rating system is ubiquitous
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in our consumer culture; after all, “whether one is selling Chryslers, Coca-Cola, or Christ
is irrelevant, the principles of marketing and persuasion apply equally to all.”55 The need
for good reviews and social media influence is so high, one megachurch paid two
hundred thousand dollars of church funds to push the pastor’s book onto best-selling
lists.56 To be competitive, churches must not only have a better product to sell than others,
but they must also be able to produce that product in a more efficient and effective
manner—much like McDonald’s.
The term McDonaldization, coined by sociologist George Ritzer, refers to “the
process by which the principles of the fast-food restaurant are coming to dominate more
and more sectors of American society as well as the rest of the world.”57 While it seems
illogical that church leadership would embrace the concepts and principles of
McDonaldization, White and Yeats point out that “churches unintentionally pick up on
the ideas of McDonaldization through leadership magazines, conferences, and books that
teach how churches can engage more of the American culture through certain structural,
communication, and ministry models.”58 Over time, business principles and concepts
have crept into the church, because “for decades, ministers have been conditioned by
books, conferences, and seminaries to revere how secular corporations accomplish their
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work.”59 The consequences of picking up the ideas and concepts of McDonaldization
have changed the way church services across North America (the United States and
Canada) are held. No longer does the congregation meet and move through a liturgy of
reading of the Word and praise; rather, the church now moves through a setlist, with cues,
countdowns, and rehearsals. Commodification has pushed the church to provide a better
product. McDonaldization has pushed the church to operate more like a fast-food
restaurant because consumers have come to “expect service to be fast, efficient, and
consistent.”60 One could argue that fast, efficient, and consistent are admirable concepts
that any organization should aspire for, but should those principles apply to the church?
Should the church be fast, efficient, and consistent? That question is difficult to answer
because western Christian identities are so entwined within the consumer culture that
many churches would state emphatically that the church should absolutely adhere to a
McDonaldization paradigm, without even knowing that it is culture that has informed our
statement and not our relationship with God. Not knowing what or who is motivating
those decisions is the problem. Culture, consumerism, and commodification are not
necessarily evil in their own rights. However, it is what they do to the church and to
religion that requires vigilance.
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SECTION 2:
OTHER PROPOSED SOLUTIONS
While researching the problem of the sacraments of communion/eucharist/table
losing most of their symbolic meaning in Pentecostal churches due to cultural influences
such as commodification, McDonaldization, and consumerism, it became clear that other
solutions to the problem existed and that the stated problem may have been in error. This
is not to say that the sacraments are not losing or have not lost their symbolic meaning; it
means that perhaps they were supposed to. Perhaps the onus is not actually upon humans
and the societal and cultural factors identified in the previous section. It is possible that
God has changed the way that he interacts with humans today, or that he has changed
metaphors and that God intended the sacraments to lose their meaning.
The First Possible Solution: Postmodern Religion
Postmodern Religion and Spirituality
There are those on both sides of the clash between Modernity and Postmodernity
who would argue that Postmodernity is causing the secularization of the United States.
Adherents to Modernity would say Postmodernity’s rejection of rationality and
objectivity, as well as its rejection of totality and authority, cannot possibly allow religion
to be part of a society. They would argue Postmodernity is itself a metanarrative, and
their exclusion of those who adhere to a singular or more objective form of truth is
proclaiming their truth and seeking to procure their form of power and status. They
would argue that postmodern adherents claim to be all-inclusive and yet Postmodernity’s
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argument against Modernity is a proclamation that they are “better” than adherents to
Modernity.
Arguably, a postmodern religion would or will eventually fall into the same
category as Modernity, meaning religion once was magic and mythical, filled with
plurality and wonder. Then, along came progress, communication, rationalization,
reasoning, science, and objectivity, and so religion adapted like the society around it. So,
then a society that believed the gods were mad when it thundered, lost the awe of the
mystical and exchanged it for the objectivity of proven facts.
Is Postmodernity responsible for the decline of religion? While it may seem
counter-intuitive, Postmodernity may be the catalyst that makes religion important to
society once again. Postmodernity brings attention to the importance of religion to
society, which Modernity buried. There are several reasons for taking this stance. It
seems in today’s culture there is an increase in spiritual awareness. Hollywood icons are
espousing their spirituality publicly, and people are as interested in spiritual things as
they ever were. Recently, sociologists have shown that ninety-five percent of adults
believe in God or a universal spirit. Postmodernism was never against religion or God, it
was against Modernism. Historically, the concepts of rationality and objectivity, as well
as the idea of the death of God, are Modernist concepts, not Postmodern.
It could be countered that postmodern theories of religion may have to make some
claims of objectivity and claims of truth, but their theories can still allow for and even be
conducive to religion. However, it cannot be religion in the form that is the mainstream
of today. Postmodern religion will take the original form of all major religions, in that, it
will be counter-cultural, revolutionary, and focused on the community rather than the
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individual. If Postmodern religion remains focused on society and community and
maintains its separation from culture, it will maintain its current form; and that current
form makes Postmodernism a fertile ground for spirituality, and more precisely,
Christianity.
Spirituality and the voices of gods get drowned out by rational men.61 However,
could it be that in the era of subjectivity that the voices of god or the voice of God may be
heard once again? In opposition to what Christian scholars believe, Postmodernism does
not rule out religion; it merely makes religion a la carte or cafeteria-style with each
choosing what sort of religiosity or spirituality suits one’s taste. As Vanhoozer states,
“Postmodernism has enabled the recovery of two neglected forms of religious
discourse—the prophetic and the mystical.”62 Postmodernity has embraced once again the
mystery of God, causing more people to believe in signs and wonders than in the age of
Modernity.
Not until western civilization had moved into a post-postmodern society were we
able to realize that Postmodernity never denied or rejected truth; instead, it questioned
and reframed truth and embraced many truths rather than a single truth. Postmodernity
challenged the status quo, thus initiating the crumble of some power bases, including
theological schools of thought that exerted power over others in the attempt to show their
theology as the only correct theology.
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Postmodernity and the Church
Ironically, Postmodernity has helped the church more than harmed it.
Postmodernity has helped the church to remember the Story and its role in the Story. The
church was stuck in Modernity, and objectiveness had forgotten that stories build our
identity as a person and as people. Perhaps, as Sweet points out,
Christianity in the West is suffering from an identity crisis. Instead of finding our
identity in Jesus, we have tried to build an alternative identity on a Christian
worldview, on biblical values, or Christian principles, as though these are the
cure-alls for our deteriorating faith and declining condition.63
Postmodernity prepares humans to embrace Sweet’s concept of the Table.
Postmodernity, more than any cultural or societal concept, is better equipped to rescue
the church from itself. It is Postmodernity that pulls back the chair from the table,
inviting us to sit, partake and share. It is “at the table, where food and stories are passed
from one person to another and one generation to another, is where each of us learns who
we are, where we come from, what we can be, to whom we belong, and to what we are
called.”64 Because of Postmodernity’s openness to difference and plurality (of opinions),
the Table perhaps becomes the metaphor of Postmodernity itself. Like Postmodernity, it
is at the table whereas as a society and community, “we lower our guard as we break
bread together; we become ourselves, and we become open to one another. We cease
being rivals, enemies, and we begin to experience companionship, friendship.”65
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The Second Possible Solution: Changing Metaphors
Metaphors are the way that we make sense of the world around us. “The essence
of metaphor is understanding and experiencing one kind of thing in terms of another.”66
So then, when humans encounter God, our minds need to make sense of that encounter,
and when God speaks to us, we have the same need to understand what God is saying. It
is this need to understand that metaphors help us fulfill. “Metaphor is principally a way of
conceiving of one thing in terms of another, and its primary function is understanding.”67
Alternatively, as Lakoff and Johnson explain, God, the “speaker,” puts ideas into words
(containers) and sends them (along with a conduit) to us, the “hearer;” then we, in turn,
take the ideas out of the container.68 The conduits God has used have included prophets,
dreams, and donkeys.
God Speaking Through Metaphors
Perhaps the first metaphor God used to relate to his human creation was the
creation of the world. From the beginning of creation God’s “invisible attributes, eternal
powers, and divine nature have been seen” (Rom 1:20, HCSB) through the majesty of
God’s creation. Beginning with the metaphor of creation itself, God began speaking to
the universe. Moving from the metaphor of creation God began using other metaphors
and other ways of speaking. “Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at
different times and in different ways. In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son”
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(Heb 1:1-2, HCSB). The writer of Hebrews briefly explained that God has chosen to
speak to humans in different ways at different times. Those different ways include using
different metaphors. God used and still uses different methods in which to speak to us.
Hart states that, “God manifests himself through the signs, draws us to himself, increases,
nourishes and deepens faith, grants assurance, and confirms or seals the content of his
promise of our redemptions.”69 Some of the ways God has spoken to humans in the past
were dreams (Acts 2:17, Joel 2:28), thoughts (Amos 4:8), donkeys (Num. 2:21-35),
fleece (Judg. 6:37-40), burning bushes (Exod. 3:1-4), bright light (Acts 9:1-5), a whisper
(1 Kings 19:12), visions (Acts 10:9-8), angels (Lk 1:36-38), the Bible, symbols, and
metaphors.
One of the common ways God speaks to or interacts with humans is by using
metaphors. It is clear, however, that the metaphors he used and the other various ways
that God speaks to us have changed due to the shifting of the metaphors70 and symbols.
Metaphors change because cultures and societies change. As society changes, its “root
metaphor changes in the same way that culture itself changes.”71 Lee states that
metaphors are not timeless, “since how we experience these things does vary from culture
to culture and age to age.”72 Metaphors change, and the reason they change is that as
society changes, our concepts, cultures, ideas, and how we relate to signs, words, and
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metaphors change as well. Chandler points out that “the meaning of a sign is not in a
relationship to other signs within the language system but in the social context of use.”73
Therefore, God changed the way he interacted with humans; and will likely have to
change how he interacts with humans in the future as well. It is as if God knows that for
us to understand him and interact with him, “we need something, no matter how ‘thin’ or
transparent or chastened, to latch onto and work with if we are to apprehend anything at
all.”74 Humans need something to hold or latch onto because there are
Frontiers of knowledge where established patterns of language and conceptuality
let us down. Precisely because we are confronted with something genuinely new
for which we possess as yet no intellectual or linguistic currency. In situations like
these, we are driven to acts of catharsis, bending and extending the natural range
of our language through the undeniably poetic devices of analogy and metaphor,
teaching our old words new tricks in order to fill gaps in the lexicon.75
The task of fully understanding God is impossible.
Aquinas reminds us, the uncreated and infinite reality we know as ‘God’ by
definition transcends the created and finite world inhabited by his creatures, and
as such can, in the strictest sense, neither be comprehended by creaturely minds as
such nor spoken about in terms of meanings attaching ordinarily to our
discourse.76
Therefore, we must rely on the symbols and metaphors God afforded to us. These must
be afforded to us by God because “metaphors condition our interpretations,”77 and as
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such, “there is no aspect of our experience not molded in some way by a metaphor.”78
Hart points out that humans are “bound to rely on… the imaginative stretching of our
terms to bridge the gap”79 in understanding. Therefore, God uses metaphors and symbols
that we as humans need according to the specific time in our history or any particular
epoch,80 meaning God interacts with his creation in ways that humans can understand
during a particular epoch. The changing of metaphors must occur because, as humans,
“our concepts structure what we perceive, how we get around in the world, and how we
relate to other people. Our conceptual system thus plays a central role in defining our
everyday realities.”81 Lakoff and Johnson go on to state that if “our conceptual system is
largely metaphorical, then the way we think, what we experience, and what we do every
day is very much a matter of metaphor.”82
Logos: The Word of God
Early in the first century BCE humans began misunderstanding and
misinterpreting what God was telling them. It is possible that at that time, once again the
limits of the human ability to understand God had been reached. Therefore, God changed
the way he interacted with humans. McCabe points out that
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Aquinas argues, the uncreated and infinite reality we know as ‘God’ by definition
transcends the created and finite world inhabited by his creatures, and as such can,
in strictest sense, neither be comprehended by creaturely minds as such nor
spoken about in terms of meanings attaching ordinarily to our discourse.”83
It is possible that the metaphors of that epoch had become ineffective in conveying
meaning. To make his intent and purposes clear, or to re-establish the baseline for
interacting with and understanding God, God became flesh on our behalf. Thus, God sent
Logos. The Apostle John in John 1:1 indicates that Jesus is the Word, or Logos, and that
Logos is God.
Jesus became God incarnate, God in the flesh. Living among and with us it would
seem would be an easy concept to understand; after all, God was there walking among
the people in Israel at that time. However, until John’s assertion that Jesus is Logos, there
were two main concepts of the idea that the word held. To the Israelites, the word used
was dabhar; it meant both word and deed.84 To those of the language and culture of
Hebrews
The Word has a kind of historical particularity that does not so much characterize
Spirit. God’s Word tends to promote the historical transformation of a people by
‘shaping them up.’ Yahweh’s Word is a more pragmatic and programmatic
effective presence of God. It tends to be specific address to specific people in
respect to the particularities of particular historical occasions. The Word, in both
prophet and law, specifies the shape which Israel’s history is to take.85
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To those of the language and culture of the Greeks, the “word” had the connotation of
sophia, which means wisdom; the type of wisdom that would be similar to our
understanding of knowledge.
More than likely, when the Israelites heard John’s proclamation of Logos they
heard that Jesus became the embodiment of word and deed. Due to their language and
culture, Logos to them was a form of the Law. To the Greeks, Logos embodied the
sophia/wisdom metaphor.
John’s prologue, then, is an introduction designed to arrest the attention of his
readers, whether they were Palestinian or Hellenist, Greek or Roman. Noting the
familiar word Logos, the readers would be brought up short in amazement
because it would soon be obvious that John was speaking about a person who was
both God and man.86
Lee points out that “more recent assessments suggest that a lot of meanings implied in the
Johannine Logos are influenced by the Sophia metaphor,”87 but he argues that “John is
creating a new meaning that does not simply coincide with either of the motifs.”88 The
use of Logos, at that time, was not the common word for “word;” the most common was
rhema.89 “John had something new to say, though he used familiar words to say it. The
Word of God by whom the universe was made is a person.”90 Therefore, John, by using a
word that was semi-familiar and (re)signing the meaning into perhaps the perfect
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metaphor, changed the epoch from an old understanding of God into the epoch of “God is
now with us.”
Therefore, “Logos is a different metaphor for God than we have encountered.”91
God, instead of meeting us on mountains and in burning bushes, had foregone the
prophets and the Holy of Holies and became flesh, living among us. God has re-created
not only the Jewish story but the Christian story as well.92 He has shifted metaphors, and
it became clear that all metaphors before Jesus had pointed to his becoming God
incarnate. As Hart describes it, “the Word which was in the beginning ‘with God and…
was God,’ in the fullness of time ‘became flesh’ and dwelt in our midst, thereby giving
himself up, as the author of 1 John has it, to be ‘seen with our eyes… and touched with
our hands’ as well as heard.”93
Even though Jesus was likely not called Logos until sixty or seventy years after
his death and resurrection, 94 those listening to John speak or reading his letters and
gospel probably were surprised by John’s proclamation. Those hearing John call Jesus
Logos for the first time may have remembered that “Jesus’ earliest followers called him
God’s announcement, God’s good word (gospel).”95 So the use of the “word” now
(re)signed as Logos seemingly captured the imagination of God’s followers because it
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was a metaphor that made God more understandable, and the metaphor Logos became the
most interpretive metaphor in the service of early Christological tradition.96
John’s prologue gave us a metaphor that helped the world better understand God.
However, it was given to an epoch different from our current one. To Christians today,
the usage of the word word and its meaning can be troublesome, meaning that, as Bruce
notes, “‘word’ is an inadequate rendering of Logos and… it would be difficult to find one
less inadequate.”97 Morrison, however, argues that “John 1 and Hebrews 1, with other
related texts of Scripture, make clear enough that the Logos who is God and who became
flesh, Jesus of Nazareth, is the self-disclosure of God in an eternally unique, absolute, and
preeminent way. He is the ontological Word of God.”98 It is, however, the inadequacy of
the usage of the term “word” that bothers us. When we use the word Logos, it evokes
what the metaphor intends: the awe-inspiring mystery of who God is. However, when a
Christian today uses the expression “word,” there is a new meaning and understanding
that is evoked. In past epochs, when a Christian spoke of the Word of God, it was clear
that they were speaking of Logos, who is Jesus, God the Son. In the current epoch, when
a Christian speaks of the Word of God, they often are speaking about the canonized
Scriptures called the Bible.
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Rhema: The Words of God
If humans needed burning bushes, speaking donkeys, and eventually God
Incarnate to speak and interact with us in past epochs, then it is likely that this epoch has
a greater need for a potent metaphor to help us understand and interact with God.
Humans have turned to something new to assist us in comprehending the Creator of all
things. There are two prominent metaphors that this current epoch relies upon to interact
with God. One of those metaphors is the Bible.
That the Bible has become as powerful of a metaphor as it is, has to be the
supernatural will of God. No other collection of history, poems, hymns, letters, and
teachings have ever held such prominence and authority. The Bible is known to people
with no faith. To Christians, the Bible has become much more than Holy Scriptures or the
words of God; the Bible has become the Word of God. “The Bible has become a cultural
icon of faith as black-and-white certainty and religion as right-and-wrong morality… the
cultural icon of the Bible represents religious faith as what closes the book on questions
about the meaning and purpose of life.”99 The Bible is an icon so ubiquitous that “about
three-quarters of Americans believe that the Bible is the Word of God, and almost half of
those say that it should be taken word for word as such. Roughly half of all Americans
agree with the statement ‘the Bible is totally accurate in all of its teachings.’”100
As stated earlier, the Bible’s position and strength in the world must be due to the
will of God. Paul tells Timothy that the Scriptures that became the Bible are inspired, or
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God-breathed. The question then, is why did the Scriptures we call the Bible come to take
the place of Jesus as the Word of God? MacLeod states:
Christians through the centuries have been quick to seize on the obvious parallels
between the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Scriptures. Building upon the
foundation of the common possession of the title the Word of God, men have
elaborated on the theme of Christ and the Scriptures both being the revelation of
God.101
That the Scriptures are the revelation of God is not in question, but how is it that the
Word of God has become the Bible and no longer Jesus? Or is it that no one sees a
delineation or a difference between Jesus and the Bible?
When the question was posed on social media as to how the words of God
(rhema) became more important than the Word of God (logos), it was clear from the
responses that the Bible held a higher position in most Christian’s lives than Jesus as the
Word of God. For others, there was no distinction between the two; which is perhaps
more problematic than placing the Bible over Jesus. Not distinguishing between the
divine and sacred is a change of God’s intended metaphor, rather than a re-signing of it or
not understanding the metaphor completely. Bloesch warns of this danger by stating
We must distinguish between the “transcendent content” of divine revelation and
its historical form (Jesus) and any sense of Scripture as “written Word of God,”
i.e., as witness to the truth revealed in Christ, and as the “living Word” which it
becomes it actually communicates the truth and power of Christ to us by the
Spirit.102
For Bloesch, “Scripture is not ‘Word of God’ in the same sense, or better… at the same
‘level’ as Christ the Word, for he is by nature the eternal, self-disclosure of God (John
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1).” 103 One way to look at the issue is that we have merely mixed or changed metaphors
and that there is no intent to usurp the meaning.
The Metonymy of the Word of God
What follows are several different theories as to why the mixing of the Word of
God metaphor has occurred. The first theory is that God has seen the need for us to
interact and communicate with him through scriptures. He saw the need to point his
creation toward Jesus in the Old Testament. He saw people in the time of Jesus needed
for him to live among them. And he foresaw the need for a tangible object from which
and through which he is able to interact and communicate with us in a seemingly
objective form. God needed scriptures, in the form of the Bible, to be authoritative and
ubiquitous; thus, we have his written words that have become the Word of God.
The second theory is that God saw humans needed scriptures to interact with him
in a more objective manner. Perhaps God intended scriptures to be much like manna or
the temple—merely God’s provisions that are to be treated perhaps with reverence. But
the Bible was never intended to be the Word of God (Logos) or to be something
worshiped; rather, the intent was that the words of God (rhema) would be used to help us
better understand the Creator.
The third theory that commodification has taken over, is that the importance of
the Table has been substituted by placing more importance in the Bible than the Table.
This may be what God had intended. For example, several years ago, a colleague was
traveling to a city they had not been to before and used the power of social media to ask
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for recommendations for a church to attend while they were there. The person asked
explicitly if anyone knew of a “Bible-believing church” that could be recommended. Not
wanting to miss the opportunity to engage with my colleague, I asked why they were not
looking for a Jesus-believing church. The intense discussion that followed highlighted the
importance now placed upon the Bible. The Bible has become so crucial that many
protestant Pentecostals refer to the Bible as the Word of God.
The usage of the words, “the Word of God” is pervasive and ubiquitous in most
Protestant traditions. Unfortunately, the interpretation of the words is not always the
same. The meaning not only depends on the Protestant tradition of the speaker; it also
depends on the Protestant tradition of the hearer. If the speaker packages the idea of “the
Word of God” and conveys it to the hearer in their spoken language, the hearer from a
different tradition can unpack the idea and form a much different meaning.
Somehow, the word had become flesh, and the word was God, but not to some.
This means that the Word was God, in that the Word was Jesus. Now, however, the word
is no longer strictly Jesus the Christ; the word has become the Bible, or, more correctly,
the Word of God, in that Jesus as Logos has been replaced by the words (rhema) of God.
It is this change in meaning and metaphor that has caused the importance of the Table to
wane. The importance of the Table needs to be rediscovered. The rediscovery of the
importance of the Table is the topic of the next section.
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SECTION 3:
THESIS
The problem of the Table104 losing its importance as a metaphor in Pentecostal
churches is more accessible to identify and explore than it is to remedy. If a solution were
viable, it would still be rather challenging to get the Pentecostal Church as a whole to
acquiesce, since many still do not realize they have lost the significance of the Table. For
change to be made, the need for change must be acknowledged. Therefore, the
Pentecostal church needs agents of change, not just in the local church, but in
universities, seminaries, and theological writings. There must be a paradigm shift away
from the commodification of the church and Christianity towards a rediscovery of the
Table, fellowship, and liturgy. These albeit forgotten events of worship need to be
rediscovered as essential to Christ-centered worship. The following will provide a
historical overview of the Table, a brief overview of its theology, and a discussion of how
to assist the church in rediscovering the importance of the Table.
Historical Overview of the Table
Ask Christians what they know about communion, the Lord’s supper, or the
eucharist, and they will likely answer with a description of the liturgical or religious
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observance of which they partake at their church. Most answers or explanations will
describe the use of bread and juice or wine, depending on the tradition and the way the
church observes the ritual.
If pressed for meaning, it is likely they will answer that the bread represents the
body of Jesus, and the juice or wine represents the blood of Jesus. A few may offer a
more in-depth explanation, but some Protestants would not or may not be able to provide
a more in-depth or meaningful explanation. Catholic and Orthodox believers will most
likely provide more of an explanation of the ritual and perhaps can tie the ritual to the
forgiveness of sins.
Perhaps the above description is an overgeneralization, but it points to a more
significant issue: the Table, for many people, is not an essential or meaningful Christian
ritual. So then, many followers or believers in God do not feel the need to practice or
know the critical history and rich theological meaning of the ritual. Many Christians no
longer recognize the powerful metaphors of the Table and therefore miss the semiotics of
the ritual as well. The following sections will provide a historical and biblical overview,
as well as a brief explanation of the elements and theology of the Table. The overview
will begin with the first observance of the Table and then will trace its changes from the
first observance until contemporary times.
Before the Passover
The first observance of the Table recorded in Scripture is found in Genesis 14:18.
Melchizedek, the King of Salem and a priest, brought bread and wine to Abram. This part
of Abram’s story is usually overshadowed by a discussion about the identity of
Melchizedek. To many theologians, Melchizedek is an archetype of Jesus, and to others,
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he is Jesus in the First Testament. Whether a type or foreshadow of Jesus, the actions of
bringing bread and wine and giving them to Abram tie the Table into the story of God.
Later, God would institute a celebration that clarifies what the bread and wine symbolize.
The Passover
The first celebration of the Table is called the Passover (Ex 12:43). The
celebration is also called the Passover Meal or the Seder by Jewish adherents. The Seder
or Passover meal changed radically due to the destruction of the temple in 70 BCE. While
the date of the first Passover is uncertain, proposed dates range from 1500 BC to 1300
BC.105 The catalyst for Passover was the exodus of the nation of Israel from the darkness
and slavery of Egypt, where they had been enslaved for four hundred and thirty years (Ex
12:40 NASB). The first Passover served as “commemoration of Israel’s beginning as a
people freed by Yahweh,”106 and was observed on the night of the Lord’s Passover (Ex
12:11-12, NASB). The Lord’s Passover refers to the night God dealt upon Egypt the tenth
plague, causing the death of all of Egypt’s firstborn males and beasts (Ex 12:29, NASB).
God instructed Israel to prepare for the tenth plague by choosing from either the
sheep or goats a one-year-old animal that was without defects (Ex 12:5). The nation of
Israel received special instructions on how to prepare the lamb, with what other foods to
serve it, the clothes to wear, and the method to eat the meal (Ex 12). Families were to
take the lamb into their homes, and four days later, they were to slaughter it. The people
of Israel were then to use a hyssop branch to apply the blood of the lamb to the lintel and
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doorposts of their homes (Ex 12:22, NASB). Because they applied the blood of the lamb
to their lintels and doorposts, those in the homes were protected by the blood of the lamb.
As the Lord passed over the homes in Egypt that night, homes without the blood of the
lamb lost their first-born males, of humans and animals alike, to the Lord (Exodus 13,
NASB). The blood of the lamb saved the nation of Israel, as God promised: “When I see
the blood, I will pass over you” (Ex 12:13).
God instituted the Passover as a “day to remember. Each year, from generation to
generation, you must celebrate it as a special festival to the Lord” (Ex 12:14, NLT). The
Passover was added to the Feast of the Unleavened Bread (Ex 12:15, NLT), so the
Passover was observed and immediately followed by a time cleansing and sacrifice by
eating bread without yeast (Ex 23:14-15; Lv 23:4-8; Num. 28:16-17; Deut. 16:16, NLT).
Except for thirty-nine years of wandering and several periods of diaspora,107 Israel has
celebrated the Passover meal.
After Israel had entered the Promised Land, God focused the meaning of Passover
as a feast to “remember all the days of your life when you came out of the land of Egypt”
(Deut. 16:4, NLT). God also changed the location the Passover was to be observed, from
the individual home to a central location, which Deuteronomy 16:6 calls the “place where
the Lord God chooses to establish His name.” It was during this same time other feasts
and festivals became reoriented and more centralized. One specific change included the
High Priest or head of the household asking Israel if they remember the way the
Egyptians treated them. Their response was to be, “My father was a wandering Aramean,
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and he went down to Egypt and sojourned there” (Deut. 26:5-10, NLT). This change
holds great semiotic significance, in that, while Jews observing Passover today are far
removed from the deliverance of Israel from Egypt, it is the observance of the Passover
and the reciting of the phrase that allows them to symbolically participate in the
deliverance of their nation from the darkness and slavery in Egypt.
The observance of Passover remained at the temple from the time of Solomon
until the destruction of the temple in 70 AD. From that point, Jewish adherents observed
the Passover meal once again in their homes. The destruction of the temple also led to the
end of eating the sacrificial meat during the Passover. Unleavened bread became the
essential part of the Passover observance108 and remains for them the most sacred ritual of
their religion.109 Therefore, the symbol of deliverance and freedom for Jews, i.e., the
Passover Lamb, has become unleavened bread.
The Table of the Bread of Presence
It is not surprising that bread became the central and perhaps the most critical
symbol in Passover observances. Not only is it much more convenient than bringing a
lamb into the house and slaughtering it, but bread has been a significant symbol for the
Jews since the construction of the tabernacle. In Exodus 25:23-30, God instructed that the
Table of the Bread of Presence be made, and on the table, there were to be vessels for
drink offerings (such as wine), frankincense, and the Bread of Presence, which was to be
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placed in two rows of six. Durham points out that “the Table of the Bread of Presence is
another symbol by which Yahweh’s nearness was suggested. By its opulence as by the
containers and the food and drink placed continuously upon it and periodically renewed,
this Table announced: ‘He is here,’ and here as one who gives sustenance.”110 There is no
question bread holds a sacred and vital place in Jewish traditions and rituals. The
importance and sacredness found its way into the Christian observance of the Table as
well.
The Table
Because God intended that Passover would be observed forever (Exodus 12:24,
NASB), Jesus did not cancel the old ritual to begin a new one; he merely (re)signed the
symbols of the paschal (Passover) lamb and the unleavened bread to serve as symbols of
his body and blood. It was on the night Jesus ate his Last Supper that the Table in the
various Christian forms, with several different names, was instituted.
There are four different accounts of the actions and words of Jesus’ last supper.
While Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Paul each portray the last meal slightly differently, it is
clear Jesus was instituting an ordinance or ritual that had the following requirements:
First, it was to be observed to remember Jesus. Second, it was to be observed until Jesus
returned. Third, Jesus’ actions formulated a new covenant between God and people.
“Throughout the Bible and particularly in the Old Testament, covenant is the
“major metaphor used to describe the relation between God and Israel.”111 The
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fundamental covenants between God and Israel are the Noahic, Abrahamic, and Mosaic
covenants. These covenants serve as binding agreements of the proper relationship
between God and humanity and were sealed in the blood of a sacrificial animal. On the
night before his death, Jesus made a new covenant with people. This time, however,
instead of sealing the covenant in the blood of a sacrificial animal, Christ sealed the
Covenant in his own blood using the words “this cup is the new covenant in My
blood,”112 thus changing or (re)signing the sacrifice of the Passover Lamb to Jesus
himself. N.T. Wright describes the changing or (re)signing of the Passover Lamb to Jesus
this way:
The symbols ordering Israel’s life and hope were redrawn, focusing now upon
Jesus himself. The final meal he celebrated with his followers was not, in that
sense, free-standing. It gained its significance from his own entire life and agenda,
and from events, he knew, would shortly come to pass. It was Jesus’ chosen way
of investing those imminent events with the significance he believed they would
carry.113
When Jesus entered Jerusalem on the back of the colt, people cheered and sang,
welcoming their King (Mt 21). The crowd, however, did not understand how morbid or
macabre the parade was. The crowd was not gathered to hail their King but to participate
in the procession of the lambs. The procession of the lambs was the movement of lambs
from the fields of Bethlehem, where they were kept to the temple114 for the observance of
Passover and thus the redemption of sins. The crowd waved and cheered as Jesus, the
new Passover Lamb, rode toward his slaughter upon the cross. The whole scene John
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depicted changes the forgiveness of sins from the blood of a lamb to that of Jesus. Jesus
is now the Passover offering.115 “The paschal meal of the new Lamb would henceforward
bring the body and blood of Christ in sacrifice into their midst as a memorial of God’s
new act of redemption and as a pledge of His continuing love for His people.”116 Danielou
states it this way:
It was, then, in this framework of a sacred Jewish meal that Christ instituted the
meal of the New Covenant, as it was in the framework of the Jewish
commemoration of the Pasch that He died on the cross. This fact brings out
expressly the relationship at once of continuity and difference between these
sacred meals and the Eucharist.117
With a meal and a prayer, Jesus connected thousands of years of covenants, sacrifice,
ritual, festivals, and sacred meals into bread and wine, for which his body and blood
would become metaphors. These symbols make up the two most sacred elements of the
Table. Over time, the Table became known by several different names, each with its own
practices and theology.
The Names, Sacraments, and Theology of the Table
As human culture, society, and language evolved, the names, actions, and
elements or sacraments of the Table have reflected the cultural, societal, and linguistic
changes.
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The Names of the Table
Several different names within Christian traditions refer to the Table. The first
name was derived from the Greek words Paul used to describe the Table to the church in
Corinth. Paul used the Greek words kyriakon deipnon in 1 Corinthians 11:20, and they
are loosely translated to mean “belonging to the Lord.”118 The second name for the Table,
as early Christian writings show,119 is the Eucharist. The name Eucharist is used primarily
by Catholic and Orthodox followers. Eucharist means giving thanks, and is a derivative
of the Greek eukharistia, which means thankfulness and gratitude.120 The third name is
Holy Communion. The term Holy Communion is used predominantly by Reformed
followers of Christ and comes from the Greek word koinonia,121 which means fellowship,
community, and participation. That there are different names for the Table is a metaphor
for the division the church has encountered and endured due to our different
understandings of the Table.122

118

Freedman, 362.

119

Ibid., 363.

120

Joseph Thayer and James Strong, Thayer’s Greek and English Lexicon of the New Testament:
Coded with Strong’s Concordance Numbers (Boston, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1995), 264.
121
122

Ibid., 352.

Leonard Sweet, Nudge: Awakening Each Other to the God Who’s Already There (Colorado
Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2010).

49
The Agape Meal and the Sacrament of the Community
The Agape meal refers to a meal that followers ate before the celebration of the
Table. “The earliest passage which presents the clear perpetuation of the [Table],123 1
Corinthians 11:17-34, places it in the context of a meal known as the Lord’s Supper or
agape.”124 It is clear from the gospel accounts of the Table that Jesus ate a meal with his
disciples on the night before his death. Paul, Peter, John, and Jude all write in their
Epistles words of correction surrounding the agape meal, indicating the meal had become
part of their traditions. Coyle points out the connection between the agape meal and the
Table by stating:
There is no indication that the Lord set aside some bread and wine to be used later
to represent his body and blood. Rather bread and wine which remained from the
meal were used for the Eucharist. No doubt this was also the practice of the early
church. The Eucharist came from the agape. There is an organic bond between the
agape and the Eucharist since the elements of the Eucharist come from the agape
itself. Had there been no agape, there would have been no Eucharist.125
As crucial as the agape meal is, it took only two hundred years for the meal to be
separated from the Table, becoming more like the modern fellowship dinner or church
potluck. Welker points out, “only beginning in the third or fourth century did the
communion (koinonia) of the community no longer consist of the assembly for a full a
full communal meal.”126 During that time, the Table was observed during Mass or the
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worship gathering, and afterward the worshippers would share a meal. It took another
two hundred years for the church to drop the agape meal from its liturgy, and by modern
times the agape meal has passed into obscurity and is no longer theologically significant
to much of the Pentecostal Church.127
The Bread/Body
There is much symbolic power in bread or loaves of bread. Not only did loaves of
bread symbolize the presence of God, or “God with us” in the temple; loaves of bread are
invitations. “This loaf invites the participation of more than one person. In its usual form,
it is food for a group. It implies a community gathered around to eat together, to share in
the breaking open of this compressed goodness.”128 Bread is a symbol of life and
cooperation to nearly all cultures and communities. To the community of believers, “a
loaf [of bread] is a symbol, a gathering place for a communal encounter with larger
meaning.”129
Genesis 3:19 (KJV) tells us that we shall eat bread until we return to the ground.
Bread is one of the most important sacraments of the Table and serves as several
powerful metaphors, the meaning of which is disputed depending on the theological
background of the individual. What is not in contention is that Jesus declared, as he broke
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the bread, “this is my body, which is given for you” (1 Cor 11:24, NLT). With that
statement, the bread “now becomes the salvational body of Christ… a sign of the future
redemption.”130
The Apostle John recorded in his gospel that Jesus told the gathered crowd that
he, Jesus, was “the bread of life” (Jn 6:35, NIV). He provided this statement in answer to
a request from some of his followers for a sign proving who he is (Jn 6:30). The request
was for a sign like what God had given their ancestors in the past, that sign being manna
from heaven. Jesus (re)signed the metaphor of manna from sustaining life to a metaphor
of everlasting life. Jesus stated he had come down from heaven (Jn 6:38; 41) just like
manna had. Jesus went on to state that those who put faith and trust in him would partake
of new bread from heaven, and if one were to partake of this new bread, which did not
spoil, they would never go hungry. While this provides a more individualistic view of the
bread metaphor, bread is much more communal and provides for the community through
loaves of bread.
The Cup/Wine/Blood
During the Last Supper, Jesus shifted the paradigms of the Jewish sacrificial
system as well as the understanding of salvation, redemption, and everlasting life. He also
created a New Covenant between God and humans. Jesus said to his disciples: “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (Lk 22:20, NIV). Jesus
spoke these words that evening during the Passover, when there would be a river of blood
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flowing131 from all of the Passover or Paschal lambs being slaughtered for the sins of the
humans who brought them to the High Priest. No doubt, Jesus’ words would paint a vivid
picture in the mind of his disciples.
Blood was required to cleanse in Jewish ritual, and it was only by the shedding of
blood that forgiveness could be had (Heb 9:20). Jesus was declaring that his blood
provided forgiveness for sins, and also a new and better covenant, one that was
permanent and did not require another sacrifice the next year. Jesus “took ordinary bread
and wine and lifted them from ordinary use after he prayed a prayer of thanksgiving. In
the same way, the words of institution and the epiclesis in subsequent celebrations
provide the crucial link between ordinary bread and wine and spiritual food and drink.”132
No longer does the blood of a lamb have to be spilled and applied to doorposts. God has
given us a symbol of salvation, redemption, joy, community, and love in a cup, a cup to
be shared and passed. When followers of Christ gather in community around the bread
and wine, “ages of meaning are focused in simple objects—bread and winemaking them
a connection to human history,”133 and God’s story.
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The Theology of the Table
While the Table connects humans in community with God’s story, the theology of
the Table is rather mysterious.
The Lord does not give us his body and blood to be adored and worshipped in the
Eucharist or even that the faithful may individually receive him, but so that a
greater unity, greater bond of love may be created in forming the totus Christus,
the whole body of Christ comprised of Christ the Head and his members, what we
call the mystical body of Christ.134
The Church and much of its theology are indeed mystical! This section serves as merely
an overview of the two prominent theologies of the Table. There are volumes upon
volumes of theological works about the Table. Notably, the preponderance of theological
writings about the Table are by Orthodox and Catholic theologians writing about the
Eucharist. Interestingly, the essential traits of the Catholic academic theology of
Eucharistic sacrifice have remained in place over a surprisingly long period of time;135 but
not so with Reformed theology. There is very little theology of the Table written by
Reformed followers and most Reformed theology is merely reaction “against the Catholic
affirmation of the objective sacrificial character of the Mass as well as against the
theological explanations employed to support the relationship of the sacrifice of the Mass
to the historical sacrifice of the cross.”136
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Transubstantiation. Generally, “in the theory of transubstantiation, bread and
wine are changed into the body and blood”137 of Jesus.
Even before Justin, Christians began to regard the Eucharist bread and wine no
longer as signs—representamens standing for objects—but as elements containing
the object itself: the body and blood of Christ. In other words, the priestly blessed
elements become “one substance” with Christ. The word transubstantiation (Latin
transubstantiation) was therefore coined in the eleventh century to capture this
long-held belief that bread and wine transform during mass into the substance of
Christ.138
“The Eucharist is the actual presence of the sacrificial deed of Jesus,”139 meaning, rather
than merely being symbols of the body and blood of Jesus, the bread and the wine
become the actual body and blood of Jesus. Adherents to this school of thought posit that
the “bread and wine are said to be changed by the power of the Holy Spirit.”140 In this
tradition, “the sacramental event of the consecration of the bread and wine, the crucified
and risen Lord, fully relational to the world through his glorification, relates himself to
the bread and wine.”141 The Holy Spirit enables this, “through the participation of the
sacraments of his body and blood, Christ himself unites the believer to himself
sacramentally.”142 The theology of transubstantiation is profoundly intense, somewhat
mystical, very communal, and community-conscious.
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Protestant Reformed Theology. The observation of the Table in Reformed
theology views Jesus as a personal Savior, thereby causing the Table to be observed less
as a communal celebration and more of a personal act of contrition. Protestants “have
given up on the idea that the representamen contains the real presence of Jesus. They,
instead, regard the elements as symbolic.”143 Because the bread and wine are symbolic
only, Protestants believe that participation in what they call Communion or Holy
Communion is a way for individuals to remember Jesus and the sacrifice that Jesus made.
Many Protestant churches, regardless of denomination or style, observe the Table once a
month, or on holidays.
The Path to Rediscovery
The landscape of Christianity is rapidly changing in the United States. Americans
who claim no religious tradition, also known as the “nones,” are now a bigger group than
American Evangelical Christians.144 I hypothesize this shift is due to the consumer
mentality prevalent in American culture, which is causing churches to compete for
customers. That competition causes churches to be attractional. “The attractional church
thinks that if they build it, and build it hip and cool, people will come.”145 As David
McDonald states, “The sad truth is that too many churches are copying a model of
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sameness and safeness, with the bland leading the bland.”146 To remain relevant to
Americans and to reestablish or rediscover the importance of the Table, it “is time to
push the reset button on Christianity.”147 Something that has been successful in recovering
an Acts 2 type of Christianity is teaching pastors and congregations rediscovering the
table and liturgy. Both will be discussed below.
Rediscover the Table by Building Bigger Tables
Most contemporary churches have done away with any furniture that resembles
“church furniture.” Pulpits have been replaced by chic glass or new podiums that hold an
electronic device and not much else. While those design choices may meet the needs of
the church consumer, there is one piece of furniture that is conspicuously missing from
many churches today: the Table. Most churches do not take up stage space for a table that
is used to serve the Table; instead many use a foldable table, sometimes covered with a
tablecloth that is brought out on the occasion of observing the Table. In several of the
more contemporary churches I researched, the Table was set off to the side of the stage
and was never the focus of the service.
Some churches have retained the ornate table, usually inscribed with the words
“In Remembrance of Him” or something similar. On that table, the Sacraments were
arranged. Some churches had large Bibles, and some even had candles on the table as
well. The table stayed in the front center of the church, usually below the pulpit, and
stayed there even if it was not the week to observe the Table, as a reminder, at least, of its
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significance. With the removal of the table, its importance diminished, and the strength of
the metaphor of the bread/body and the wine/blood of Jesus did as well. In order to
enhance and renew the strength of the metaphors of the Table, the place for the Table
needs to find its way back into the worship space of churches, and it needs to be bigger
than ever. Not only will the table serve as a reminder of what Christ has done, it will
serve as a reminder of the importance of these communal spaces in our lives as well as
our churches. The table is needed because “our culture is hungry for table time,”148 and
the table is needed because “to break bread and drink wine together is the central
Christian action, which links us in an unbroken line to… Jesus and his friends in the
Upper Room on the night he was about to be betrayed (and denied, forsaken, arrested,
tried, mocked, and executed).”149
Sweet points out an oft forgotten but important distinction in what it was Jesus
said to his friends that night of his last meal before his death: “When Jesus said at the
Last Supper, ‘Do this in memory of me,’ the this [sic] he meant was the table.”150 This
means it is the shared, or communal meal, by which Jesus intends us to remember him.
Jesus did much of his ministry while sharing a meal at a table. Profoundly, two of Jesus’
disciples did not recognize him while he traveled with them on the road to Emmaus until
he broke the bread for the meal they shared (Lk 24:13-35) and gave it to them. John
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Pavlovitz points out that “Jesus’ table ministry”151 was remarkable in that Jesus “so often
used the act of sharing a meal, the act of breaking bread, as a way of letting people know
that they were seen and heard and known and respected.”152 Perhaps it is time to move the
worship service into the fellowship hall; if there is no fellowship hall, perhaps it is time to
move tables into the sanctuary.
Tables are not only for eating. Jesus spent much time at tables eating and
teaching, and in the process, he was showing us something different: a different way.
Jesus models the better way. He sets the bigger table. We don’t have to reinvent
Church or create a new system or launch a new denomination. We don’t need a
ministry strategy or a building campaign or some magic words. We simply follow
him to the table of our own hospitality. We pull that sucker open, drop in a couple
of extra slabs of wood, and start adding chairs.153
Tables are about hospitality, about people gathering together at the same level around the
same shared space. When Jesus sat at the table with tax collectors, prostitutes, and even
the rich, he went against the cultural and religious norms of his time in order to be with
people. He broke bread and told stories, and while it is not recorded in the Bible, there
had to have been dialogue during the meal; questions must have been asked and
answered, doubts voiced, and concerns given. “Hospitably ascribes value to people. It
declares them worth welcoming. It disarms them by easing the fears that past rejection
has yielded and lets them know that this place is different. Moreover, once people realize
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that they are received with joy, they begin to rest in it. They breathe again.”154 The resting
and breathing around the Table is spiritual and powerful. As Sweet reminds us, “That’s
the power of the table: We lower our guard as we break bread together; we become
ourselves, and we become open to one another. We cease being rivals, enemies, and we
begin to experience companionship, friendship.”155
Research Results. While researching possible causes and solutions to the
problem of the Sacraments losing their importance as symbols in Pentecostal churches,
an opportunity to partner with a Pentecostal church that was struggling and consistently
had only eight attendees each week arose. After hearing an explanation of the importance
of hospitality, fellowship, and the need to change the way that Christians interact with
others, the church agreed to try the concept of the Table.
Each Wednesday night gathering featured a meal, some music, and a time where
scripture was discussed in EPIC156 fashion. A church leader and one musician ended up
leaving the church over the EPIC part of Wednesday night meetings, and this initially
caused some concern with church leaders. However, word began to spread, and soon the
Wednesday night service needed more tables, and eventually, more people were
attending on Wednesday nights than during the Sunday morning worship time. Of crucial
importance was that each individual was a relationship and not a potential member. The
community of believers sought to connect with everyone, not just hand them a connect
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card. Everyone was taught the importance of the Table from the beginning, even if the
Table was not celebrated each week.
What we learned from the Table on Wednesday nights was the enduring nature of
what Jesus modeled for us while he lived among us; it works thousands of years later.
First, eating with someone, regardless of where their life is at that moment, builds a
trusting relationship and they do not feel as if they are just a number. Second, the Table
allows people to get to know each other as they face another human across a table. This is
not possible with everyone sitting in a chair or pew that faces the same direction. They
also had time to talk about anything they wanted while enjoying the food. There were no
sets of questions or forced ice-breaker conversations. Third, people who do not feel
qualified157 for serving on Sundays were happy to help cook and clean. Fourth, religious
people, those who seek power through religion and rules, have a severe distaste for the
egalitarian Table, and cannot agree with a discussion of scripture versus a speaker
teaching the way everyone should think.
Overall, the church continues to grow and is full of folks that could not find
fellowship elsewhere in the Christian community. The lessons we learned served as
confirmation that our culture has changed, and the Pentecostal church is largely unaware
of what it has left behind.
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Rediscover Liturgy
Most Pentecostals believe that liturgy is only for those other churches: that the
Holy Spirit should oversee the worship service, and our job is to merely follow the Holy
Spirit. Most Pentecostals do not recognize that all of what a church does surrounding the
Sunday worship service, from the songs, the order of worship, to the closing prayer
(Benediction), is liturgy.158 James K. A. Smith proposes:
A proper response to this situation is to change our practice—to reactivate and
renew those liturgies, rituals, and disciplines that intentionally embody the story
of the gospel and enact a vision of the coming king of God in such a way that
they’ll seep into our bones and become the background for our perceptions, the
baseline for our dispositions, and the basis for our (often unthought) action in the
world. To rediscover the importance of the Table, Pentecostal churches will have
to rediscover its need for liturgy.159
To rediscover the importance of the Table, Pentecostal churches will have to rediscover
its need for liturgy.
“The English word ‘liturgy’ comes from the Greek word leitourgia [sic], which
means ‘the work of the people.’”160 Smith suggests that “liturgies ‘work’ on us—shape us
and form us and grab hold of us—because they also operate on the ‘between’-ness of
incarnate significance. Liturgies marshal the aesthetic dynamics of metaphor and
narrative, the ‘literary’ force of poems and stories.”161 The need to rediscover liturgy does
not mean a rediscovery of reciting a written prayer or homily. Liturgy and the need to
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rediscover the importance of it refers to the practice and the rituals of the church. The
idea of ritual in a Pentecostal church connotates idolatry and can become an idol in the
wrong circumstances. Ritual, however, is something we all have and perform daily. It is
the positive form of ritual that needs to be rediscovered.
Smith states that rituals are important for Christians to understand our place in the
world and that “rituals form the imagination of a people who thus construe their world as
a particular kind of environment based on the formation implicit in such practices.”162 The
practices he references are the church practices and rituals of prayer, preaching, worship,
and the Table. For Smith, the only way to counter the commodification of church, and the
bad rituals and practices that have become our habits, is to participate in “meaning-laden,
identity-forming practices that subtly shape us.”163 Most would call the rituals that Smith
proposes “worship.” For him, gathering as Christians connects us not only to one another
but to a deeper understanding of creation and our mission with God’s creation. Those
rituals we perform as worship—the partaking of the bread and the wine and other
practices—counteract the negative rituals taught to us by the world. It is only in that
practice of ritual that we are able to understand life. Smith states,
The embodied, ritualized formation begins to spill over, shaping and priming my
perception of the world in other spheres of experience. In other words, the ritual is
not an end in itself or merely a script for one ‘compartment’ of a life. Because it
effectively implants a habitus in the body, that habitus begins to govern across
one’s life.164
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If Pentecostals can rediscover liturgy, they will rediscover the importance of the
metaphors the Table holds. After encountering various ways of celebrating the Table, I
moved away from manufactured wafers and started preparing the bread at home. I began
breaking the loaf in front of those present, and I began to sense a deeper connection to the
sacrifice of Jesus, which those gathered felt as well. In different countries and different
languages, we as a community of believers walked away from those worship services
more fulfilled than when the celebration of the Table was passing plastic cups and little
plastic-like disk. If more church communities can sense that connection and make it part
of their weekly rhythm, they will find they experience God and the world in a much
different way.
So much of what occurs in a church worship service is based upon creating the
ultimate customer experience and not creating the opportunity to experience the Ultimate.
Much of the contemporary worship experience is based upon filling the worshiper with
an emotional fix. Liturgy, and the ritual that accompanies it, empties the worshiper of
themselves and prepares them to interact with God. Preparing bread, breaking it, tearing
off a piece of the loaf, dipping it into wine, the smell of the frankincense, the light of the
candles, the prayers, the singing in unison, all prepare the worshiper for connecting to the
Creator of the universe. These experiences and acts do not fill us; they leave us with a
better understanding of our connection to the universe. The point of liturgy and ritual is to
“emphasize that the way we inhabit the world is not primarily a thinkers or even
believers, but as more effective, embodied creatures who make our way in the world
more by feeling our way around it.”165 Liturgy will point us to Jesus, or perhaps it is better
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said, that Jesus is the point of liturgy. If the church focuses on Jesus, the issues of
commodification, McDonaldization, and consumerism can be counteracted and the
importance of the Table rediscovered.
Conclusion
The Sacraments of Communion/Eucharist have lost most of their symbolic
meaning in Pentecostal churches due to cultural influences such as commodification,
McDonaldization, and consumerism. This dissertation defined the problems
commodification, McDonaldization, and consumerism have caused in the church, and
traced the church’s roaming to the point we have (or it has) nearly lost sight of the
meaning of the sacraments. It identified the polyvalence of the metaphors God uses to
communicate with humans and proposed an alternative solution to the problem in
Pentecostal churches. Finally, it provided possible ways to remember the importance of
the symbols of bread and wine.
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SECTION 4:
ARTIFACT DESCRIPTION
The following sections introduce a non-fiction book proposal and a completed
artifact titled Table Liturgy. The artifact is intended to: (1) introduce communities of
believers to the use of church liturgy; (2) serve as a guide for those leading worship in
their communities; (3) become a catalyst for change in the church, moving communities
away from commodified versions of worship to times of worship centered around bigger
tables and a rediscovery of liturgy in which the community is immersed in God.
The artifact is set up much like a lectionary, following the church calendar year,
beginning with Advent and ending with the last Sunday in Regular or Ordinary time.
Each week contains a focus word, scripture readings, suggestions on how to celebrate the
Table, prayers, and other litanies. The artifact also contains homilies or sermonettes that
are designed to be devotional, but also serve as a catalyst or a sermon starter, though not
intended to be used as a sermon by the community. In addition to the print version of the
liturgy, there will be a podcast and a webpage produced, corresponding with the weeks in
the liturgy.
Worship today has become commodified to the point where most churches do not
celebrate the Table regularly, and when they do, many only go through the motions of
observing the table rather than celebrating it. I hope that Table Liturgy will prove to be a
useful tool for communities wishing to explore a form of worship that takes to focus off
self and places it upon Jesus the Christ.
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SECTION 5:
ARTIFACT SPECIFICATION
Title: Table Liturgy: Celebrating the Lord’s Table
Author:
Guy L. Taylor
PO Box 1122
Bynum, AL 36253
256-226-2062
guyltaylor@outlook.com
Hook: Something is missing in today’s contemporary churches. It seems that the church has
forgotten where it has come from and is not sure where it needs to go next. Helping the church
remember where it is from and where it needs to go requires a rediscovery of liturgy, bigger
tables, and immersing the world in all of God. Table Liturgy is a guide to help do just that.
Overview: Too much of what happens in a modern church service is about us and not about
worshiping God. There must be a return to a form of worship that moves worshippers past the
selfishness and business of church towards a time contemplation and remembrance. This book
intends to help church communities return to that form of worship by providing a guide of Bible
readings, prayers, suggestions on how to observe the Table, as well as other litanies.
Purpose: Table Liturgy is designed to be a tool for communities to use to help them focus their
times of worship on God.
Promotion and Marketing: Promotion for Table Liturgy will be accomplished via Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram. Along with a podcast and corresponding website, the promotion of the
book will be more accessible through social media.
Studies show that millennials are abandoning the church but maintaining their faith. Table Liturgy
provides the ancient-future connection that millennials are seeking. The author sets the table for
millennials and all other followers of Christ to build their relationships with one another as well
as their faith.
The author has pastored in several states as well as in foreign countries. Using his background in
Sociology, he can provide a means to cross social, cultural and class boundaries. This book will
be accessible to most audiences and can serve as a personal devotional as well.
Competition:
•
•
•

Take, Bless, Break, Share: Agapes, Table Blessings and other Small Group Liturgies by
Simon Bryden-Brook, Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., 2012.
Welcome to the Table: Post Christi Culture Saves a Seat for Ancient Liturgy by Tony
Kriz, Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2011.
A Bigger Table: Building Messy, Authentic, and Hopeful Spiritual Community by John
Pavlovitz, Westminster John Knox Press, 2017.
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•

Tablet to Table: Where Community is Formed and Identity is Found by Leonard Sweet,
NavPress, 2015.

Uniqueness: There are many studies of liturgy as well as many different liturgical guides and
lectionaries for Catholic, Anglican, Episcopalian, and Orthodox churches. However, there are no
contemporary liturgies that focus on the Protestant church. This book liturgy will be unique in
that it will serve as a bridge between the two types of churches.
Endorsements: Possible endorsers are Dr. Leonard Sweet, Dr. David Phillips, Dr. Doug Balzer,
and Dr. Mats Selen. All are published authors, and university professors.
Chapter Outline: There are no chapters in this book. Table Liturgy is built upon the Church
Calendar with each week being a section in the book.
Intended Readers
The primary audience would include:
Pastors
Worship Communities
Individuals as a devotional
The secondary audience would include:
Christians who have given up on the church but still love God
Those who wish to practice ritual in their form of worship
Manuscript: Manuscript is complete but remains in draft form as it has not been professionally
edited at this time; consisting of 133 pages and 32,922 words.
Author Bio: Guy Taylor started in ministry by ministering to the English speakers attending a
Korean Church while serving in the United States Army as a Green Beret. After being diagnosed
with a life-altering disease, Taylor was forced to retire from the Army. He then began serving
churches all around the world.
Along with his wife of 31years, Taylor continues to partner with churches in order to help them
rediscover the importance of the Table.
Publishing Credits:
Taylor, Guy L. “Creativity, and Communion; Explore Fresh Ways to Come to the Table.”
Ministry Team Magazine. Bellingham, WA, July 2019.
Taylor has written several blogs, Bible studies and websites that have been used by churches
around the world.
Future Projects:
The Forest for the Trees: The Art of Missing God
Beginning within the Garden of Eden, humans have tended to focus on single trees rather than
enjoying the whole forest. In doing so, we have missed some of the things God has been telling
and teaching. This project will point to those subjects in contemporary Christianity that Christians
have focused on so intensely that they have missed the point altogether.
The Stories Jesus Told: Small Group Bible Study of the Parables
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When Jesus taught, he taught telling stories. This small group Bible study guide will walk the
small group along the journey of stories that Jesus took. The guide focuses on the meaning of the
stories that Jesus intended, divorced from the years of teachings that have caused us to lose the
intended meaning of the story.
The Gospel According to John: Small Group Bible Study of the Gospel of John
John wrote his letters in a way much different from the other Gospel writers. Much of his works
are full of metaphors and tell the story of Jesus using those metaphors and symbols in order to
teach us the nature of God rather than another theology. This small group Bible Study leads the
group through the journey that John takes us on exploring the metaphors used and their
application for today.
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Non-Fiction Proposal
November 16, 2019
Wipf and Stock Publishers
199 West 8th Ave. Suite 3
Eugene, OR 97401
To Whom it May Concern:
I am writing to seek representation for publication of a new type of lectionary entitled A
Table Liturgy: Celebrating the Lord’s Table. This lectionary is designed to be used in the
contemporary setting of a micro-church or a church setting that emphasizes communion.
The lectionary uses the liturgical church calendar year as the outline and offers to a
church body or pastor a complete design for service. The lectionary could also be used as
a personal weekly devotional guide.
As mentioned, the lectionary can be used in a church setting and is intended to give busy
pastors and church leaders a tool to create a meaningful church service. The language
usage of the lectionary is accessible to any user and set up in a weekly format that can be
started at any time of the year and is easy to follow.
As a pastor, a church planter, and eventually a bi-vocational pastor of a micro church I
have developed this lectionary over time for it to benefit other pastors and church leaders.
Serving in traditional churches for many years I found myself disconnected from the
church calendar and often sitting on a Saturday night trying to find something to say on
Sundays. This lectionary provides either the spark to initiate a sermon or can be used
simply by reading the sermonette provided each week.
I believe that there is a greater need for this type of lectionary than ever before!
Thank you for your time and your consideration of this proposal. I hope to hear from you
soon.
Thank you,

Guy Taylor
PO Box 1122
Bynum, AL 36253
guyltaylor@outlook.com
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SECTION 6:
POSTSCRIPT
As a sociologist and ecclesiologist, I was drawn to sociological concepts and
looked for reasons and answers within sociological frameworks. However, those
frameworks did not fully answer the questions I had, nor did those frameworks fit
dutifully into the box I wished. Because of this, the research turned toward
discovering what the intended purpose of the Table was, and then tracing where the
change began and how much indifference there is to the Table.
This approach allowed for more clarity in the differences between churches
that placed greater importance on the Table than others. It also introduced me to new
theological perspectives and to new religious (Christian) movements that are
rediscovering or are in the process of rediscovering the importance of the Table and
all that it includes.166 This journey led to the use of the term “Table” rather than more
common usages and introduced into my research the idea of commodification.
Using the concept of the Table and abandoning some sociological frameworks
allowed for more efficient research by avoiding the Protestant versus Catholic
dichotomy, and provided the freedom to theorize answers to the research question
that were not yet apparent. The concept of the Table also freed me from perhaps my
self-induced need to provide a theological answer anchored within current theological
thought and concepts. If I continued to research within my original frameworks and
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thought processes, it is likely that this written statement would have added nothing
new to the conversation.
The concept of the Table opens the door for much more research into the
agape meal, the sacraments of the Table, and fellowship as a sacrament. It also opens
the door for a theology of the Table. In the future, I will explore the impact and power
of liturgy and incorporating the theology of liturgy with that of the Table. I believe
there will be significant gains in providing an ancient-future answer to the decline of
Christianity in North America. Towards that goal I have began three different
websites and a podcast all focused on the Table and liturgy.
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APPENDIX A:
ARTIFACT

Celebrating the Lord’s Table

Table Liturgy

Guy L. Taylor

Cover Art: The Table. Original Oil Painting by Young Mi Taylor, October 2018

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living
Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission
of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
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May the evidence of our immersing others in God be evident to those around us.

3

Why a Table Liturgy?
Why
Having had the ability to travel and to live in other countries has made it possible to participate in
many different styles of worship. Sadly, however, most churches seem to have adopted a style of
worship that has commodified worship into the best consumer-pleasing production they can afford.
It is not that the style of worship that most churches have adopted to keep their customers returning
week after week, is wrong, it is that the focus of the worship is more about keeping the customers
happy than worshipping and glorifying the One who created us.
Table Liturgy is a hope, a prayer, a rebellion, and hopefully a tool that can be used to take the focus
off the consumer and place it back upon the Creator.

REBELLION
re·bel·lion
/rəˈbelyən/
noun
action against those in authority, against the rules, or against normal and accepted ways of behaving1

Liturgy
To modern Reformed or Protestant churchgoers, the use of the liturgy is somewhat foreign, and its
usage is rare. To some, the word recalls negative connotations of a strict religious formality. Most
modern preachers would balk at the suggestion of using a formula for their worship services. In reality,
most church worship services follow a pattern of some sort2. The worship service and the pattern that
the service follows is its liturgy.
“Whether one intends it or not, our worship patterns always communicate something.”3 What is being
communicated is how that church relates to God. “Liturgy tells a story.”4 The liturgy of a church tells
the story of God, and how they do liturgy, and how they tell the story of God, leads either to a stronger
faith in God or it leads to a warm, tingly feeling of self-worth. If done with God as the focus, then I
believe both outcomes are possible.
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Table
The concept of the Table comes from Jesus’ life and his example given at the institution of what is
commonly known as Communion or the Eucharist. Most of the time, Jesus taught it was while at a
table eating. It is “at the table, where food and stories are passed from one person to another and one
generation to another, is where each of us learns who we are, where we come from, what we can be,
to whom we belong, and to what we are called.”5
The Table is a symbol of the hospitality of God, who invites us to his table. “When Jesus said, ‘Do
this in remembrance of me,’ he was saying, ‘Do table in remembrance of me.’”6 The Table is a
metaphor not only for the sacrifice of Jesus but also a metaphor for community, where, following the
first church’s liturgy found in Acts 2: 41-47 where we find that the first church shared that which is
necessary for life, loving one another and caring for one another in Christ.
The Table is where we, as followers of Jesus, enjoy fellowship and extend hospitality to those that
would come to the table. That fellowship and hospitality are always Christ-centered and extended not
only to the Sacraments of bread and wine and what they symbolize but also to Christian hospitality
and fellowship around a table with coffee, a meal or both.

Our culture is hungry for table time.7
Table Liturgy
Table Liturgy is written to help communities of Christ-followers tell the story of God in a way that
emphasizes Jesus, his life and teachings in the form of fellowship and hospitality around a table but
also his death, by emphasizing the Table.
Doing church in a way that focuses on the Table and fellowship and hospitality takes a lot of work.
Table Liturgy was written to let you work on some of those other things, but also have a guide to help
you with the liturgical aspect of the service.
Table Liturgy follows the liturgical calendar year, which begins with Advent. The weeks are numbered
so that you can use Table Liturgy any year. Scripture can be substituted for the current year’s lectionary
bible readings found online in several places.
Each week provides a Psalm, a scripture reading that corresponds with the WORDS section, ideas for
setting the Table, a prayer and then a few words to use as a homily, sermon or to get your mind
thinking. Each page will begin with a focus word or words to set the tone for the week.
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The pages will look like this:

Fo cu s W or d
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE

the|TABLE

PRAYER
The Lord’s Prayer
The Gloria Patri
WORDS

6

7

Prayers and Litanies

8

The Apostles Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty
Maker of heaven and earth
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into Heaven,
and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there He shall come to judge the alive and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy universal Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
AMEN

9

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven,
hallowed by thy Name,
thy Kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom and the power, and the glory forever and
ever

OR

Father may your name be kept holy.
May your Kingdom come soon.
Give us each day the food we need,
and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
And don’t let us yield to temptation.
(Luke 11:2-4 NLT)

10

The Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
World without end.
AMEN

11

The Nicene Creed
WE BELIEVE in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him, all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day, he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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He is Our Light. Original Oil Painting. Young Mi Taylor
13

ADVENT

14

Christmas is a season, a time when a lot of people wait expectantly, longing for something.
Unfortunately, that longing, in today’s culture, is waiting for a store to open to get stuff on sale.
Christmas has become to many a holiday about waiting expectantly for a gift to be placed under a
Christmas tree, and so a significant part of church history has been forgotten.
That significant part of church history that is forgotten is the season of Advent.
Why Advent?
Advent is the name of the season in which the church remembers how the world longed for
a Savior. For Christians, we celebrate the coming of our Savior, Jesus the Christ, at Christmas. The
season of Advent is the time when the Church prepares itself for Christmas and the incarnation of
Jesus. The church prepares by waiting and preparing for Jesus’ return by repenting and believing.
Advent is also the four-week season that starts the new “church year.”
What do we do during Advent?
Advent is a season or period of waiting, preparing. Many of the preparations are the Church
disciplines and practices of worship, prayer, and a gathering of the church for mutual encouragement
and hospitality. During Advent the church re-commits to experiencing God in a fresh way
Why Candles?
Celebrating Advent connects us with the worldwide church past and present. One of the ways
that we learn about the meaning of Advent is through the four candles that represent each week of
Advent and the fifth candle that represents Christmas. Or Christ.
One candle is lit on the first Sunday of Advent. Two are lit on the second Sunday, and so on. All four
candles and the remaining fifth candle are lit either on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.
In some traditions, the candles also represent the different themes of the seasons:
The First Candle (purple)—HOPE.
The Second Candle (purple)—PEACE.
The Third Candle (pink)—JOY.
The Fourth Candle (purple)—LOVE.
The Fifth and Center Candle (white)—JESUS THE CHRIST
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Week 1|The First Sunday of Advent

HOPE
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Jeremiah 33:14-16|I will fulfill the promise I made…
Psalm 71:1-5|O Lord, you alone are my hope…
Matthew 12:17-21|And his name will be the hope of all the world…
the|TABLE
Decorate the table with the Advent wreath surrounding the Sacraments. A string of white LED
Christmas lights laying around the Sacraments and weaving between the candles adds a beautiful
ambiance for the season
-The darker the room is during this week of Advent, the better.
-Turn on more lights as Christmas draws closer.
-Have a family or an individual come to the table and light the first purple candle. The same family
or individual can read scripture or give their testimony while lighting the Advent candle

PRAYER
God, you have sent your Son into the world to live among us. He was tempted, and he suffered. His
life was given for us. Through his death, we have been redeemed, through his resurrection, we have
hope.
May we live our lives so that the hope that we have gives hope to others.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
The Gloria Patri
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WORDS
Advent signifies a beginning. It is the beginning of the liturgical Church year, and it represents the
beginning of Christianity. Advent literally means arrival, and so we celebrate the first arrival of Jesus
and expectantly wait for his second coming.
Perhaps one of the overall ideas of Advent could be: Come, Lord Jesus,
When Jesus first came to the world, was dark, good, and evil were at war, and it seemed that evil was
winning, Israel endured hundreds of years of desperation. Things were so bad that they as a nation
were in danger of losing their identity as a nation, as a people, and as Jews.
There was no hope it seemed; they were waiting, crying out for someone to save them!
The theme for this week is Hope.
Hope is difficult to define. If you look up the word hope in the dictionary, you will find that hope is
a religious word, signifying that the word should only be used in religious contexts. However, we do
not use hope in religious contexts all the time; do we?
Usually, the word hope is used in these ways: I hope my team wins, or I hope I win the lottery, and I
hope I get this for Christmas. We even use hope in a negative way when we say things like “they are
hopeless.” Meaning they are inadequate or awful
Hope, outside of Christianity, split away from Jesus is a problem, in that hope without Jesus is hope
that lets you down most of the time!
In our culture, we have come to use hope in ways that do not match the intended
That is the world’s hope.
But
Christian hope is different,
Christian hope is in God
Christian hope is a hope that never lets us down
We have the Holy Spirit continually reminding us and comforting us and keeping our hope fresh and
alive
Christian hope is that we win! Jesus is coming back; we just have to wait for him.
With all the chaos and all the darkness around, we have only hope, so, we expectantly wait for God
to fulfill his promise to send our Savior back for us.
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Week 2|The Second Sunday of Advent

PEACE
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Malachi 3:1-4|I am sending a messenger to prepare the way before me…
Isaiah 9:6-7|He will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace…
Luke 2:14|Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased…
Alternative: Read Luke 2:1-20
the|TABLE
Decorate the table with the Advent wreath surrounding the sacraments. A string of white led
Christmas lights laying around the sacraments and weaving between the candles adds a beautiful
ambiance for the season Light the second Candle, give testimony, or describe what Peace means to
you.

PRAYER
Lord, we bless you and thank you for the peace we have now through your Son, the Prince of Peace.
We praise you for the wholeness that comes through peace with you.
We pray for the peace that will one day reign upon the earth, and we pray for the strength to work
towards peace on earth.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
On this the second week of Advent the focus is on Peace
Nearly eight hundred years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 9:6-7 about the
plight of Israel.
Israel during the time of Isaiah, was a dark, dark place. The Assyrians were continuously raiding it.
Israel was waiting in the darkness and in fear for a King that would fix the situation that Israel was in.
The whole kingdom longed for one who would bring order to chaos and bring peace to the nation.
The word that Isaiah wrote that means peace to us is the Hebrew word, Shalom.
The prophecy Isaiah spoke of was of the arrival of the Prince of Peace or The Prince of Shalom
Peace is usually used by us to mean the absence of war or the absence of strife and stress.
Shalom in the Bible is used most of the time to describe a state of well-being, tranquility, security,
harmony, wellness, and times when everything seems to be perfect.
Shalom comes from the Hebrew root word that means Wholeness.
Jesus then is the Prince of wholeness!
If we think about peace with a Hebrew mindset when the Angels announced the birth of Jesus in Luke
2:14, the shepherd would have heard something like this:
Glory to Yahweh in the highest!! Now there is wholeness on earth for those with whom God is
pleased.
Or when Jesus said in John 14:27
“I am leaving you with a gift-- the wholeness of mind and heart. And the wholeness I give is a gift the world cannot
give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.”
True peace then is found in wholeness. Or maybe completeness not separated or in parts
When the shepherds heard the angels they heard: here is the prince of peace, here is the one that is peace
They heard: here is the one who brings wholeness.
Jesus is the light of the world; he shines his light into the dark, He is the Prince of Wholeness
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Week 3|The Third Sunday of Advent

JOY
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Zephaniah 3:14-20|Rejoice and exult with all your heart…
Isaiah 35:10| Sorrow and mourning will disappear, and they will be filled with joy and gladness.
Luke 2:14|Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased…
the|TABLE
Decorate the table with the Advent wreath surrounding the sacraments.
A string of white led Christmas lights lying around the sacraments and weaving between the candles
adds a beautiful ambiance for the season.
By this week, it may be neat to experiment with different colors of Christmas lights. Just keep away
from the blinking lights as it will distract from the solemnness of the Table.
The darker the room is during this week of Advent, the better.
Turn on more lights as we get closer to Christmas.
Have a family or an individual come to the table and light the third candle but make sure it is the
pink colored candle. The same family or individual can read scripture or give their testimony while
lighting the Advent candle

PRAYER
Father God, all of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s path to follow our own.
Yet, you laid our sins, the sins of us all, upon the Christ, Your Son Jesus. He who was without sin
took our sins away through his blood. It was because of the joy that was awaiting him, that he
endured the cross.
With praise and thanksgiving, we now rejoice and give thanks.
Amen.
-Isaiah 53:6 and Hebrews 12:2-

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
This week the church celebrates the third week of Advent. This week is about Joy.
This week is the week of Joy based on the message the angels gave to the shepherds in their fields.
Read out loud Luke 2:1-20
Most Christians have heard this story many times. But we do not usually pause to think about the
meaning of the message and the joy that the message brings!
The message the angels gave the shepherds is joyful because an angel appears to shepherds in the
fields tending their sheep and says to the frightened shepherds, don’t be afraid, I have some good
news of great joy for everyone.
That news was that the Savior, the Messiah, was born that night in the town of Bethlehem, which was
David’s hometown. The angel went on to say that you would be able to recognize this baby savior,
the newborn Messiah, because he would be in a manger wrapped in strips of cloth or swaddling
clothes.
That is how joy came into the world.
Joy came when our savior came

We have:
Joy because our Savior came
Joy because he is coming again
Joy because he is the Prince of wholeness
Joy because he brought light into the darkness
Joy because he lets us live forever
Joy because he gave us the greatest gift of all
And joy because we can give and bring joy to others
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Week 4|The Fourth Sunday of Advent

LOVE
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Micah 5:2-5|He will stand and shepherd them in the strength of Yahweh.
Psalm 80:1-7|Please listen, O Shepherd of Israel…show us your mighty power…come to rescue us!
Luke 1:46-55|Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior!
the|TABLE
Pass out candles to families. Be willing to take some risk with children but ask the parents to remain
vigilant. If you intend to do the candle lighting this Sunday, keep all lights on the table off and only
use enough light to see. See the Words section for ceremony ideas for this week’s Table.

PRAYER
Lord God, we praise you for the light,
we praise you for the light the shines in the darkness,
we praise you for Jesus, the Light of the World.
We pray that your light will shine through us,
shining out into the world so that all can see your love,
experience your mercy, and live in your grace
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
Ask a member of the community to read out loud:
Luke 1:46-55
And another to read:
Luke 2:8-20
After the Scriptures have been read, preferably with as little light as possible. Have those that have volunteered to light
the Advent candle start by lighting the last candle in the Advent wreath or the last Advent candle and then ask the
family that lit the last candle to light their candles and then takes them to someone in the congregation that they feel led
to share their light with. Then ask each person, in turn, to share their light with those they feel led to share their light
with.
After all, candles have been lit, sing a song or a hymn and then turn on enough lights to see with and extinguish the
personal candles leaving the Advent candles that are set around the elements of the Table. Say a prayer and have the
family that lit the Advent candle hold the elements of the Table.
Have you ever thought about why we love Christmas lights so much?
When I was young, the house across the street would decorate their yard with thousands of Christmas
lights each year. These were not the pre-made ones like you can buy today; they were all hand
configured into shapes and designs. The house itself was not well kept, and I do not remember ever
seeing the owners. However, the whole town would drive and walk past their yard to behold the
beauty. It would be cold, and usually, there was snow on the ground, but that did not deter people
from looking at the lights. I often wondered why Christmas lights were so popular, and why would
we endure the painful cold to look at the lights. Later, it dawned on me that in the cold night, light
makes you feel better.
Just a little light makes you feel better.
The Light shines through the darkness of the world, and the darkness can never extinguish it.
Jesus came into the world as light, so that we would not have to walk in darkness.

Even a little light makes you feel better.
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Week 5|The First Sunday after Christmas

PEACE| PURPOSE|
PASSION
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 61:10-62:3|I am overwhelmed with joy in the Lord my God…
Psalm 147|How good it is to sing praises to our God!
2 Corinthians 5:17|a new life has begun…

the|TABLE
Use as many candles as you can stand to have lit in the space that you use. Try to make as many
things as you can bright Ask the leaders of the church to serve the Sacraments this Sunday if they do
not usually do it.

PRAYER
Almighty God, give us the strength to live in peace, provide us with purpose, and fill us with the
Holy Spirit, giving us a passion for pursuing your will. We ask that as one-year passes and another
takes its place that we will be able to bless you and others and that all that we do brings glory to you
and your kingdom.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
A new church year is here, and a new calendar year is coming soon!
What do you think the most popular New Year’s resolution is? The answer is losing weight!
Resolutions are hard to keep.
So instead of giving you an idea or two about a resolution, let’s explore three ways or three “resolves”
to live your life new, or renewed in the New Year
Resolve to live in Peace
Colossians 3:15- And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body, you
are called to live in peace. And always be thankful.
Hebrews 12:14- Try to live in peace with everyone
1 Peter 3:11-Turn away from evil and do good. Work Hard at living in peace with others
Resolve to live with Purpose
1 Corinthians 1:10-I plead with you to be of one mind, united in thought and purpose
1 Thessalonians 2:4- Our purpose is to please God, not people.
Resolve to live with Passion
2 Chronicles 15:15- Eagerly they sought after God
Psalm 42:1- As the deer pants for streams of water, so I long for you, O God.
Matthew 22:37- You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind.

Resolve to live life in peace, with a purpose, and with passion!
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Epiphany

He Appears. Original Oil Painting. Young Mi Taylor 2018
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Epiphany

Epiphany is a traditional Christian festival that celebrates the revelation of the incarnation
of Jesus the Christ. It is said to be the day that the three kings (or wise men) (you know the
ones that are usually in the nativity scene but should not be) finally present their kingly gifts
to Jesus, the King of Kings.
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Week 6|The Epiphany

NUDGE 8
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 60:1-6|Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
Psalm 60:1-6|Let your light shine for all to see…
Matthew 2:9-12|They were filled with joy…
the|TABLE
If you do not usually use candles and incense, the celebration of Epiphany is a good time to
experience the smell of frankincense and myrrh. There are scented candles that you can purchase or
oil heaters that can be used to heat essential oils to cause the odor to travel. Incense will make the
worship space smokier than candles or heated oil, and it may cause some of your members that are
more sensitive to smoke and smells to be uncomfortable.
Explain before observing the Table what the smells mean and why they are important to Christians.

PRAYER
O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us,
who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may behold your glory face to face;
through Jesus the Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now
and forever.9
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI

8

Leonard Sweet, Nudge: Awakening Each Other to the God Who’s Already There, New edition. (David C.
Cook, 2010),
9

Episcopal Church., The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the Sacraments and Other Rites
and Ceremonies of the Church : Together with the Psalter or Psalms of David, According to the Use of the
Episcopal Church. (Church Publishing, 1979). 162.
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WORDS
If I were ever to name a church again, that name would be Epiphany!
Epiphany is the celebration of the Magi finding Jesus and bringing him the gifts of a king. These are
the events that show, make known and reveal Jesus as God and Messiah
To show, make known or reveal! Is that not what we are supposed to do with God; with Jesus?
Epiphany celebrates or commemorates the magi or the three kings of the orient as sang about in
Christmas songs. It is also a day that celebrates the revelation that Jesus is God, as well as his baptism
and the first miracle in Cana.
All of those happened a long time ago.
For us and the idea of Epiphany is that we are supposed to show people Jesus, make him known and
reveal God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit to the world.
We need to show people what God is doing through us. BUT
For God to do something through us, God must be doing something in us.
Are you allowing God to do something in you so that others can see him through us?
Have you ever been doing something like standing around with friends, and you notice something
happening or about to happen, and you see it before someone else? What do you do? You nudge
them. That is what we are to do for God; we are to nudge10 people to show them Jesus who is already
here.
I think one of the things that we mess up too often is our ideas of what evangelism is. We believe that
we are to take God to the world, but God is already there; he is even in the margins; in the places we
are too scared to go, he is there.
We need to nudge people to show them, Jesus.
People are already on spiritual journeys. Everyone is; because we have spirits or souls
And we all have a final spiritual destination. We all live forever!
Think about ways this week to nudge people and show them, Jesus
Part of what Epiphany is about is the ‘make known part.’ Have you ever been doing something, and
you know it is God and someone else senses it, and you seem to say: yeah, that is God!!
We have to be like that.

10

Sweet, Nudge.
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Week 7|The First Sunday After the Epiphany

THY KINGDOM COME
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 43:1-7|Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name…
Psalm 147|Sing your praises to the Lord…
John 1:1-5|The light shines in the darkness…
the|TABLE
If you do not usually use candles and incense, this first Sunday after Epiphany is also a good time to
experience the smell of frankincense and myrrh. Make it a goal to have as much light around the
Table as possible.

PRAYER
O Lord, God of your ancestors, you alone are the God who is in heaven. You are the ruler of all the
kingdoms of the earth. You are powerful and mighty; no one can stand against you. Grant us
wisdom and vision to see you where you are.
Amen.
(2 Chronicles 20:6)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
Read Matthew 25:1-13 The Parable of the Ten Virgins
The Epiphany celebrates Jesus’ first advent and the acknowledgment of his kingship. The parable of
the Ten Bridesmaids wants to warn us about the second advent of Jesus. Jesus reminds us by using
the illustration of a wedding.
A second invitation has been sent out to those that were already invited the first time, letting them
know that the feast was ready, and it was expected that they would attend.
The bridegroom had left his father’s house to go to the bride’s house and claim her as his wife.
According to custom, the bride’s father would have prepared the banquet for his daughter and invited
her friends so that she could celebrate the wedding with them.
It was not known when these things were occurring, how long the banquet might last, that caused the
folks that were waiting at the bridegroom’s home for the wedding and subsequent feast, to remain
without a specific time frame to wait. The ten virgins went to the bridegroom’s home or the place
where the wedding was going to take place, to wait for the appearance of the bride and bridegroom.
Jesus divided the ten virgins into two classes, the foolish and the wise.
The foolish were the ones that made no preparations for the extended wait for the wedding. Since
the lamps could only hold a certain amount of oil, it was customary to carry extra oil so that when the
oil in the lamp was used up, they could refill the lamp and be ready for the banquet.
The wise virgins, knowing that there would probably be a delay, had taken extra jars of oil, then when
there was a delay, they could refill the oil in their lamps and therefore have their lamps burning and
ready for the arrival of the wedding party.
What was different about this particular wedding was that the bridegroom had left the bride’s house
at night instead of waiting till daylight, as was the custom. He was near his village around midnight,
and all of the guests had gone to bed, since tradition dictated that he wait till daylight, expecting this,
the bridegroom sent word ahead that he was coming, and that the guests should make their way to
the wedding banquet. However, since it was dark, the guests would have had to use lamps to meet the
wedding party. The wise virgins would have been able to go out and meet the party, but the foolish
ones would not have been able to because they had no more oil.
The ones who had oil got to be at the wedding, the ones who didn’t have oil were rejected.
Some people will be unprepared when the King comes to institute His thousand-year reign. The
prepared will be received into the Kingdom to enjoy its bounty, but the unprepared will be excluded.
Jesus is coming, and don’t expect him to follow the rules!
Know that the Kingdom is coming, so there is hope!
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Week 8|The Second Sunday After the Epiphany

PARTY
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 62:1-5|for the Lord delights in you…
Psalm 36:5-10|Your love, O Lord reaches to the heavens…
John 2:1-11|The first miraculous sign…
the|TABLE
The second week of the Epiphany may be a good time to use the three kings or three magi from a
nativity scene. Us figures that are small and place them on the table. There is no need to show Jesus
as a toddler, using the bread to signify Jesus works just as well. Using candles or incense that smell
of Frankincense and Myrrh will help with the narrative.
Perhaps this Sunday is the day you try using wine…

PRAYER
May the Lord bless you and protect you
May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you
May the Lord show you his favor and give you his peace
(Numbers 6:24)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
God likes to party!
We find over and over again in scripture examples of Jesus at wedding parties, dinner parties, and so
on.
A lot of Christians have a hard time with Jesus turning water into wine. They either flat out deny it or
justify the miraculous sign by claiming that the wine was not wine as we get out of a bottle today; they
say it was merely one-part wine and three parts water.
Not only was the water turned into wine, but John 2:10 tells us that it was good (fine) wine.
The setting of Jesus’ first miracle is at a wedding feast.
Weddings are significant to Jewish customs and tradition. In Jesus’ time, the custom was that a man
and woman were “betrothed” to one another and that betrothal period could last a year or so. After
all the preparations had been completed the wedding, and the wedding feast took place.
The wedding feast would last days. It has been said that a good wedding feast lasted at least seven
days. A wedding feast was a way to show off for the rest of the community. A family would invite all
the important and prominent people around them; as well as most of the community. Most people
would come and go from the feast, and there was no way to know how long or how much would be
eaten, causing logistics to be a nightmare.
To the Bride and Groom, the wedding feast was quite possibly the most important event of their
wedding. Because the wedding feast was so important; running out of wine would have been a disaster
for the new family, the Bride and Groom would have experienced so much disgrace for running out
of wine that their marriage would never have gotten past the disgrace.
Jesus cares if we run out wine!
What makes this story even more powerful is the irony of what the jars were used for.
Those containers were set aside to be used by Jews for ceremonial cleansing. The guests would have
used that water to wash at least their hands before eating and enjoying the party.
Those jars were sacred, but Jesus used the water to make wine.
Jesus used an important religious symbol to make the party last longer!
Does that change the way you think about God?
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Week 9|The Third Sunday After the Epiphany

THE GROWING KINGDOM
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Nehemiah 8:1-10|This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep…
Psalm 19|The heavens declare the glory of God…
Matthew 13:31-32|The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed…
the|TABLE
Using different types of bread with different kinds of seed would be an excellent visual
reinforcement of the lesson about the Kingdom of Heaven being like a mustard seed. A warning to
the community about the seeds in the bread may be wise.

PRAYER
Lord, because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us, and because of our faith, Christ has
brought us into a place of undeserved privilege. It is here that we stand, confidently and joyfully,
looking forward to sharing God’s glory.
We rejoice even during trials and problems because you have given us the Holy Spirit to endure with
and to be loved by.
In his love, we rejoice
(Romans 5:1-11)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI

34

WORDS
The Parable of the Mustard Seed
Parables are often used by Jesus to answer questions. The question that is being answered here is the
question of what is going to happen to the Kingdom of God. The Disciples may have posed the
question because they had just finished hearing about how the Devil is fighting against the Kingdom.
The use of the mustard seed is essential in this parable, and it is not so much because it is the smallest
seed, some will say that it isn’t, but the seed that we see is a pod, for the real seeds. The actual seeds
are very tiny and black…and have been described by some commentators as being just dust.
The Oriental Mustard plant, which is what Jesus was talking about, is the smallest measurable seed,
and the weight of the mustard seed was seen as the lowest amount that could be weighed using a scale.
Amazingly in one season, the Oriental Mustard plant can reach the height of a tree. There is one
account of an Oriental Mustard plant growing to a height of thirty-two feet and was so large that birds
built nests in the branches and used it just like a tree.
Jesus likens the Kingdom of Heaven to the mustard seed. Small and insignificant in the beginning, the
seed grows up into something bigger than all the other vegetables in the garden; it puts forth big
branches, and it becomes a tree under whose shade the birds of heaven make their nests.
Because of the prevalence of Jewish people hearing this parable, it may be likely that Jesus was using
the reference to the tree and the birds to show the importance of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel
4:10-12. Both show a small and insignificant beginning; look at how Jesus came to earth!
From this small and insignificant beginning, a great and wondrous thing comes from that humble
beginning, this new Kingdom, brought about something vast and wonderful and peaceful.
This wonderful Kingdom provides shelter and benefits for all.
Look at the Church today, from a small and insignificant beginning, starting with a few people in an
upper room, and then “blooming” to three thousand11 , and then in Acts 4:4 the number was about
five thousand and at the end of Acts it could be said that the whole world (at that time) had heard the
Gospel (Colossians. 1:6)
Even now, the Kingdom of God is growing and is (should be) providing peace and rest to those who
are in need.

11

Acts 2
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Week 10|The Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany

UNSTOPPABLE
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Jeremiah 1:4-10|for I am with you to deliver you…
Psalm 71:1-6|O Lord, you alone are my hope…
Matthew 13:33|The Kingdom of Heaven is like the yeast a woman used in making bread…
the|TABLE
On the table have a clear bowl of yeast, a clear bowl of the right amount of flour for a loaf of bread,
and a pan of dough that has risen overnight. When the community partakes of the Sacraments, let
them pause and look at the small amount of yeast that it takes to create the amount of bread that is
present.

PRAYER
God, we thank you that we are no longer condemned because we belong to Jesus the Christ.
We rejoice that we who belong to him have received the power of your Holy Spirit of life and the
freedom that your Spirit brings.
We are thankful that when we do not know what to pray, the Spirit himself intercedes for us
according to the will of God. God is for us; no one can stand against us. Amen.
(Romans 8)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
The Parable of the Yeast in the Flour
The question that this parable is probably answering is whether Satan can disrupt or interrupt the
progress of the Kingdom. Jesus uses the example of yeast and its unique nature to explain.
As it was in Jesus' time, bread is a major staple of many diets around the world. Each day the lady of
the house would grind wheat into flour. She would then mix the freshly ground flour with a portion
of dough kept from the previous day’s bread making. The mix would be set aside so that the yeast in
the lump of dough from the previous day could do its work and cause the new dough to rise and be
ready to be baked into bread.
There is a story of a man who kept the family tradition of daily bread making. Every day he would
make bread with the same yeast and with the same fire, kept alive from when his mother made the
oven. The bread that he would make daily used the same technique mentioned above. He was making
bread from yeast that was well over a century old.12
The man was proud of the way that he was able to keep the family tradition alive. So if yeast can last
and live that long and we can eat bread made from a strain of yeast over a hundred years old, then
what does that say about what God told the Israelites when he told them to get rid of all the yeast?
The Israelites didn’t have packets of yeast to use, and if yeast represented continuity with the past, in
that day after day, a bit of the dough was kept the yeast for tomorrow’s bread, day after day, year after
year. It was an unbroken connection to the past, and they were asked to get rid of it all?
While the Israelites were told to clean the yeast out; and sin had been likened to yeast, in that a little
can grow into a lot, Jesus is not using the reference to yeast as an indication of corruption.
Jesus is not stating that the Kingdom will be corrupt.
This parable is not about the nature of yeast in the evil sense; instead, it is about the way that yeast
works when it is introduced into the mixture of the dough.
It follows the theme of putting something small into something and it becoming something big
When the yeast is introduced into the mixture, it begins a process that is irreversible and one that will
continue to work pervasively, persistently, and unseen until the entire mixture is ready for the oven.
There is no way to interrupt the process once it has begun.
Jesus is stating that the Kingdom of heaven has begun to grow, the process is irreversible, and it
doesn’t matter what Satan is trying or wanting to do; he nor his minions will be able to stop the process
of the Kingdom growing and overtaking the entire world!

12

Adapted from Kirsten Foster, “Our Daily Bread - (Barcelona-Metropolitan.Com),” last modified 2007,
accessed September 29, 2018, https://www.barcelona-metropolitan.com/eating-and-drinking/our-daily-bread/.
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Week 11|The Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany

TREASURED
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 6:1-8|the whole earth is full of his glory…
Psalm 138|I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart…
Matthew 13:44-45|The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field…
the|TABLE
Decorate the table with strands of blue Christmas lights. On the table leave some different color
beads as well as fake pearls. Encourage the community to take a bead or pearl as a reminder of how
precious the Kingdom of Heaven is.

PRAYER
Come, let us sing to the Lord!
Let us shout for joy and sing songs of thanksgiving to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us sing because the Lord is a great God.
He formed us; created, he holds the universe within his hands.
Come, let us worship, let us bow down, let us kneel before our Lord, our Maker, our God.
Amen.
(Psalm 95)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
The Parable of the Hidden Treasure
Ezekiel 36:23-38 tells us that God chose the nation of Israel to be His theocratic people through
whom He would glorify Himself.
It could be that the Jewish leaders were finally getting the message about this new pervasive,
seemingly invisible kingdom that starts small and becomes this vast and wonderful entity and they
were trying to figure out what was happening with the Kingdom of Israel and why would God not
keep His promise to use Israel to glorify Himself rather than this new Kingdom?
So then, the questions of why this Kingdom and what could or would be accomplished by this
Kingdom instead of or why not the Kingdom of Israel arise and the Parable of the Treasure Hidden
in the Field and the Fine Pearl, is the answer to those questions.
Typically, these parables are interpreted from a human point-of-view.
Through this point-of-view, the man in the first parable and the merchant in the second parable
represent individuals. The parable is teaching that the Kingdom of Heaven, represented by the field
and the pearl is both valuable and desirable beyond comparison.
The problem with this point-of-view is that the selling in the two parables would then represent the
sacrifice made by the seeker as a way to purchase their way into the Kingdom of Heaven.
This would make the lesson of the parable: Followers of Jesus should make every sacrifice necessary
to enter the Kingdom of Heaven and that they should make that sacrifice because of the benefit that
would come to them from being part of the Kingdom.
One possible interpretation, and it is a very prevalent teaching that preachers use to win souls and
get Christians not to be lukewarm. Any teaching, however, that teaches that entrance into the
Kingdom of Heaven could be earned through one’s sacrifice and efforts is heretical and is a false
doctrine of salvation.
If we look at the parables from a divine point-of-view, then the man/merchant in the parables
would represent Jesus. The field still represents the world as it did in the previous parables.
The purchase of the field and of the pearl refers to Jesus’ work on the cross to provide salvation for
the sins of the whole world.
1 John 2:2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
The purchase, then, provides the basis by which the new form of theocracy would be established.
The treasure would then represent, as found in Romans 11:5, the promised remnant of Israel, and
the pearl would represent the Gentiles, so then Jesus paid the price of the special treasure of both
Jews and Gentiles with His blood.
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Week 12|The Sixth Sunday After the Epiphany

THE HARVEST
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Jeremiah 17:5-10|Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is in the Lord.
Psalm 1|The Lord knows the way of the righteous…
Matthew 13:24-30|The Kingdom of Heaven is like a farmer who planted good seed in his field…
the|TABLE
Encourage the community to reflect on the types of seeds they are sowing into the lives of those
around them. A good metaphor for this would be to pass out packets of seeds to each family and
encourage them as a family to plant seeds in some good soil. Using that as a living metaphor, it can
be a living, breathing metaphor for living as a Christian. The care that the family must take to feed,
water, and care for the plant so that there can be a harvest is a powerful lesson.

PRAYER
O Lord, hear me as I pray, listen to my cry for help.
God, my King, I pray to no one but you.
I worship you, God, with the deepest awe, because of your unfailing love.
Lead me along the right path, Lord, may the way I should go plain for me to follow.
And as I journey through this life, I take refuge in your mercy; I rejoice in your protection; for you bless the godly, O
Lord; you surround me with your shield of love. Amen.
(Psalm 5)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
The parable of the Weeds is often called the parable of the Wheat and the Tares, or the Wheat and
the Weeds. Interestingly it is only one of three parables that Jesus explains. In the explanation, Jesus
gives us who the actors of the parable are. In this particular parable, Jesus portrays Himself as the
farmer.
This parable has intense meaning; it is a parable that answers questions that humans have been dealing
with since the beginning of our time. The parable is not merely about how a farmer is to deal with
his weeds; in reality, no farmer would let the weeds continue to grow.
Weeds tend to choke out the good things that you want to grow. Any gardener who got behind on
their weed pulling would know that what Jesus is saying should not be the practice in real life. It
would be as other things Jesus has said in parables, absurd. If the weeds grew, with the wheat until
harvest, there would be no good seed for the next harvest, and the ground would be filled with weeds
and weed roots for the next harvest as well.
What is the meaning of the parable, what is the question that is being answered?
The Question: What do you do with Evil?
The Answer: Let it be, endure it, do nothing
What the parable is saying, is that for the time being, the preferred response to evil is to do nothing.
Like the Farmer says to the workers who asked if they should go and pull the weeds, ”No, you’ll hurt
the wheat if you do” (NLT), in the ESV, it says “No, lest you root up the wheat along with them” and
he continues, let them both grow together until the harvest.
The evil and the good are to grow together until the harvest (the end of the world), and it is then when
the Farmer (God) will send the harvesters (angels) to sort out the weeds and burn them and put the
wheat in the barn.
When Jesus told the parable, the listeners knew that there was a weed that grew with wheat, named
Tare, when the plants first began growing, there was no way to tell if it was wheat or tare. So then
applying that to the good and evil principle of the parable, what Jesus is saying then is that it is difficult
to tell a good person apart from an evil person.
If it is difficult to tell the difference between a good and evil person then it would be very difficult to
take any action against the evil in favor of the good; Let them both grow up together:
The Harvest is to be harvested by the Farmer and His Harvesters (the Angels), not us.
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Week 13|The Seventh Sunday After the Epiphany

GRACE
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Genesis 45:3-11|I will provide for you…
Psalm 37:3-7|Put your trust in the Lord…
Matthew 22:1-14|The Kingdom of Heaven is like the story of a king who prepared a great wedding feast for his
son…
the|TABLE
First Option: Decorate the Table similar to a modern wedding table. Use the types of decorations
used at a wedding. Perhaps even using a wedding cake as a decoration and celebration after the
Table is observed.
Second Option: Hold an agape meal with the theme of a wedding. Celebrate with wedding cake and
all of the traditional wedding trappings. At the end of the meal, celebrate with the Table and partake
of the Sacraments as Jesus did.

PRAYER
Lord, we are grateful that grace and truth come through you (John 1:17).
May we never use grace as an excuse to sin.
May we never abuse the grace you have given us.
May we give your grace and love away abundantly.
May we place our trust in you.
May we receive our rest from you.
May we be a city on a hill for all to see your light.
May people see you in us.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
WORDS
42

The Parable of the Kings Banquet
This parable is a variation of the parable of the Great Banquet found in Luke 14:15-24. When you
compare the two there are several differences, there is the difference in tone, content and the context,
to the point where they don’t seem to be parallel passages
The first time Jesus told the story was during a meal at the house of one of the chief Pharisees, and in
that context, it was a parable of Grace, with a little bit of judgment at the end. When Jesus tells the
story this time, it is a parable of judgment with a little bit of grace sprinkled in. And this time the story
is being told in front of people who are trying to arrest him and kill him.
If we look at this parable through the context of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, the King is God,
who has invited the guests to celebrate the marriage of his Son Jesus.
God the King is happy, not mad, he is celebrating, and he tells his servants to call those that were
invited to the marriage feast so that they can celebrate. Unfortunately, they all refused.
God the King then sends out His servants again but instructs them to tell the invitees that the fatted
calves and oxen have been butchered, indicating that this was a big deal to the King, that He spared
no expense and wanted everyone to join in the fun.
The invitees, however, seemed to have better things to do: One went out to his farm; the other had
some business to take care of, and others insulted the servants and then killed them
The king declares that he would destroy the murderers and burn their town, but also turns to His
servants and says that the honored guests that He invited are not worthy of the honor, so go out and
invite everyone you can. The servants bring in everyone they can, the good and the bad. The party
was rocking, but the King notices one man who was not wearing the proper clothes and so the King
asks him, how is it that you are here without wedding clothes. The man did not reply, and so the King
told his servants to tie the man’s hands and feet, and they threw him into the outer darkness where
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth.
So what is the take away from this parable?
The King invited the Nation of Israel who rejected his messengers and his message; treated his
messengers poorly and killed some. Because of their rejection, the King invites others, who represent
the world, notice that everyone was invited, the good and the bad. If the King didn’t care if the good
or the bad were at the feast, why did He throw the man without the wedding clothes in Hell? Was it
because of his clothes? His goodness? Badness? Works? Life? No, it was simply because he didn’t
reply.
God’s grace is for all, but we must accept it. The man said nothing because he would not bring himself
to relate to the King, he could have said anything, but he said nothing, rejecting the King.
The invitation to the Kingdom is for everyone; you just must accept the invitation!
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Week 14|The Last Sunday After the Epiphany

MESSIAH
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Exodus 34:29-35|Moses’ face was radiant…
Psalm 99|The Lord is King…
Matthew 24:32-34 |Learn from the fig tree…
the|TABLE
Decorate the Table with figs. Have some fig leaves available if you can.13 Use a fig-based recipe for
the bread or have dried figs available to try after the celebration of the Table.

PRAYER
Father, help us to have no other gods before you.
Help us to discern those idols that get in our way of seeing you.
Help us to know when we have placed someone or something before you.
Help us to have the strength to knock down those idols.
Help us to get rid of the cultural baggage we carry around.
Help us to see through all the filters and lenses our minds have placed between us.
Lord break through all the noise.
Lord, let us let you be Lord in our lives.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI

13

Be careful with fresh fig branches. The “milk” from cutting the branches can be like poison ivy to some

folks.
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WORDS
The Parable of the Fig Tree
In Matthew 24:1, Jesus tells about the judgment that will come upon Jerusalem; it is a judgment so
complete that the Temple buildings would be so demolished that no stone would be left on top of
another.
Jesus’ disciples were interested in or worried about what would happen to Jerusalem and when it might
happen, so they asked what would signal Jesus return thus the beginning of His Kingdom and
therefore the end of the world.
Jesus then warns his disciples. Telling them about some signs that would usher in His Kingdom
(Daniel 9:24-27).
Jesus then answers an unasked question about what should be the reaction of those who see the signs;
to the signs themselves.
Jesus answers the question by telling the parable of the fig tree.
The idea Jesus is trying to relay to his listeners is a message of hope, much like a budding tree after a
long winter.
When you see the signs, much like the buds on the tree, Jesus was saying that the appearance of the
first of the signs would tell Israel that the Messiah was coming and give hope to those who had
endured the long, harsh winter!
Know that the Kingdom is coming, so there is hope!

Open My Heart. Original Oil Painting. Young Mi Taylor. 2018
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Lent

The Lord’s Table. Original Oil Painting. Young Mi Taylor. 2018
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Lent

Lent is a period of time beginning on Ash Wednesday and ends forty days later at Easter. The
forty-day length is a homage to the forty days Jesus fasted in the desert. Lent is a period of
fasting, reflection, and preparation for Easter. Many Christians in the United States will fast
from something important to them or will fast particular meals. Some Christians have even
fasted from solid food for the period of Lent.

If you ever need to know when the period of Lent begins, watch for McDonald’s adds about
the return of their fish sandwich! Catholics traditionally give up meat for Lent and are only
allowed fish each Friday.
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Week 15|The First Sunday in Lent

LORD
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Deuteronomy 26:1-11|the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a strong hand and powerful arm…
Psalm 91|You are my refuge and my stronghold…
Luke 6:46-49 |Christ our Solid Rock…
the|TABLE
Because it is the season of Lent, you may want to withhold the celebration of the Table. If you wish
to continue to celebrate through Lent, then decorate the table with burlap. Burlap is similar to the
sackcloth found in scripture.

PRAYER
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Make speed to help
thy servants who are assaulted by manifold temptations; and, as though knows their several
infirmities, let each one find thee mighty to save; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who lives
and reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.14
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI

14

Episcopal Church., The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the Sacraments and Other Rites
and Ceremonies of the Church : Together with the Psalter or Psalms of David, According to the Use of the
Episcopal Church. 166
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WORDS
The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders
The context of this parable is found best in Luke 6:46-49. It would seem that Luke made the point
much more succinct than Matthew, as he used the words found in Matthew 7:21-23 to say the same
things essentially.
The question is: Why do people call Jesus Lord, and not do what He says?
The theme of this parable is the theme of doing and obedience to the will of God.
Jesus sets up a contrast to emphasize the foolishness of the second builder, the one with no
foundation. The question he is asking is, “who would be foolish enough to build a house on sand or
without a good(enough) foundation. The answer to that question if asked would be that no one is
that foolish. Everyone knows you do not build a house without a foundation. Everyone knows you
don’t build a house on the sand. No one is that stupid! If no one is that stupid, then why do people
listen to what Jesus says, but don’t do what he says?
If you do not hear and listen to what Jesus says, you are as foolish as the one who built his house on
the sand. Hearing without doing leads to the same destruction that building a house on the sand, or
without a foundation does; when the storm hits your home (or you) don’t survive. The same is true;
then for us, if we only hear and do not do what Jesus says then when the storm of final judgment hits,
there is no surviving, or in essence, there is no entry into the Kingdom of Heaven.
You cannot simply hear the words of Jesus. Faith is not simply hearing, faith comes from hearing, but
faith is doing what Jesus says to do. Interestingly though, what Jesus tells us to do, is not that bad,
He says his yoke, is easy to bear. Which is better? To have hundreds of rules that you follow, but you
don’t love Jesus in your heart, or to have a few rules and laws, and love Jesus? Logically it would seem
that loving Jesus with a few rules is the easiest, but if it were true, then Jesus wouldn’t have to be
saying what he is saying.
The parable is not an allegory. The rock in the foundation is not God or Christ, even though many
would say that; nor is the rock obedience to Christ, or Christ’s teachings. The analogy is simply the
people of the parable, not the building material!
The one who hears Jesus’ teachings and does them is as wise as someone who provides a strong
foundation on the rock. The one who hears the teachings of Jesus and does not follow them is as
foolish as someone who builds a house on sand.
The bottom line is that anyone who hears Jesus’ words and does not do them is a fool.15 How many
of us are foolish men? How many of us have affirmed faith in God and Jesus the Christ, but don’t
do what they ask? Knowing what is right is not right enough, we must put right into practice.

15

Klyne. Snodgrass, Stories with Intent : A Comprehensive Guide to the Parables of Jesus (Grand Rapids,
MI: W.B. Eerdmans Pub, 2008). 337.
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Week 16|The Second Sunday in Lent

MERCY
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Genesis 15:1-18|Do not be afraid, I am your shield…
Psalm 27:1-8|The Lord is my Light, my Salvation, and my Fortress…
Luke 12:16-21 |Do not compromise your relationship with God…
the|TABLE
Because it is the season of Lent, you may want to withhold the celebration of the Table. If you wish
to continue to celebrate through Lent, then decorate the table with burlap. Burlap is similar to the
sackcloth found in scripture.

PRAYER
Bow down your ear, O Lord, hear me;
For I am poor and needy.
Preserve my life, for I am holy;
You are my God;
Save your servant who trusts in you!
Be merciful to me, O Lord
For I cry to you all day long. Rejoice in the soul of your servant,
For to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
For you, Lord are good and ready to forgive,
And abundant in mercy to all those who call upon you.
Give hear, O Lord, to my prayer;
And attend to the voice of my supplications.
In the day of my trouble, I will call upon you, for you will answer me.
Amen
(Psalm 86:1-7)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
50

WORDS
The Parable of the Rich Man and the Poor Man
Two questions seem to be being answered by this parable: First, what is the danger of serving money?
And second, what happens when you live your life solely pursuing material possessions?
The parable is a study in the contrast between a rich man and a poor man. The rich man was able to
buy anything that he wanted because he was filthy rich. In contrast, the beggar was too weak to walk
because of his hunger and disease. The beggar was placed at the rich man’s gate in the hopes that the
rich man would provide “alms” to the beggar. Laying him at the gate probably was an attempt to make
the rich man feel bad for the beggar and give him mercy.
It is this scene that Jesus uses to teach the Pharisees about their theology concerning money
According to the Pharisee’s theology, the rich man believed himself righteous before God, for the sole
reason of how wealthy he was. Remember, the Pharisees believed that the richer someone was, the
more God loved them. The rich man, however, showed that he was not righteous because he did not
love his neighbor as himself (Luke 10:27). The rich man saw that the beggar was in need of help and
mercy, and the rich man gave him none.
In reality, the rich man, because he didn’t help the beggar demonstrated that he had not fulfilled the
righteousness the law demanded and so was not righteous in the sight of God.
If you don’t believe me, answer this question: Where did the rich man end up? The sad part of all this
is that the rich man didn’t even have to go out and try to find a way to help his neighbor, his neighbor
came to him!
Then the rich man and the beggar died. The beggar was carried to Abraham’s side by angels (Luke
16:22), the beggar; however according to the Pharisees theology should not have been taken to
Abraham’s side, (God’s presence) because he was poor and that meant that he was hated and rejected
by God.
The rich man should have been taken to God’s presence and welcomed to the joys of eternal life,
(according to Pharisee theology). However, the rich man was thrown into Hades.
In Hades, the rich man was tormented and begged God to show him mercy by sending the beggar to
dip the tip of his finger in water to cool his tongue (Luke 16:24).
The irony is that the man who would not show mercy, begs the beggar (Lazarus) to show him mercy.
The lessons here are that material things only provide temporary satisfaction and that at death, our
eternal destiny is fixed. Material possessions are of no use in the afterlife.
Put your focus on the right things!
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Week 17|The Third Sunday in Lent

HIS KINGDOM COMES
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Exodus 3:1-15|I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob…
Psalm 63:1-8|O God, you are my God…
Luke 13:33-37 |Be on guard, stay alert…
the|TABLE
Because it is the season of Lent, you may want to withhold the celebration of the Table. If you wish
to continue to celebrate through Lent, then decorate the table with burlap. Burlap is similar to the
sackcloth found in scripture.

PRAYER
Father, hallowed be your name
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread, and forgive our sins,
as we forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.
Amen.
(Luke 11:1-4)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
The Parable of the Keeper of the Door
This parable follows Jesus telling his disciples about the signs that would be a prelude to His return.
He then offered some hope in the Parable of the Fig tree, but then He proclaims, “however, no one
knows the day or the hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son
Himself. Only the Father knows”.
Jesus then tells them, “and since you don’t know when that time will come, be on guard! Stay alert!” (Mark 13:33).
To illustrate this Jesus tells a parable to illustrate what He means by saying, “be on guard, stay alert”(Mark
13:33). The owner of a house prepares for a long journey, as he left he gave instructions to each of his
slave's instructions about the work they were to do, and he told the gatekeeper to watch out for his
return saying “You, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know when the master of the household will
return in the evening, at midnight before dawn or at daybreak; don’t let him find you sleeping when
he arrives without warning.
The parable ends with an ominous warning “don’t let him find you sleeping when he arrives without
warning…I say to you what I say to everyone: Watch for him!”
When the owner of the house was planning for his absence, he placed responsibilities in the hands of
his servants. He was not going to be there to supervise them, but he still expected that his servants
would remain faithful to the responsibilities that he had given them.
The servant at the gate…may after a period of time decide that he didn’t need to watch the gate
because the owner was not going to come back so soon, and so he could go and enjoy himself, do
what he wanted to do.
However, if the owner came back and the servant was not watching the gate, then that servant would
be found to be unfaithful.
If the servant were there at the gate when the owner returned, he would be found to be faithful and
probably would enjoy the goodwill of the master.
The answer to the question, “why should I be alert,” is that the Master has placed His trust upon us
and has given us certain responsibilities, if we remain faithful to Him in His absence they will enjoy
the goodwill and grace of our master.
I don’t believe that Jesus was giving this warning to scare us into remaining faithful but to encourage
and give hope that we don’t know when Jesus is coming for us, but He is, and He wants us to be
faithful.
Know that the Kingdom is coming, so there is hope!
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Week 18|The Fourth Sunday in Lent

OUR FATHER WHO SEEKS US
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Proverbs 4|Mark out a straight path for your feet; stay on the safe path…
Psalm 32|You are my hiding place…
Luke 15:11-32 |He was lost, but now he is found…
the|TABLE
Because it is the season of Lent, you may want to withhold the celebration of the Table. If you wish
to continue to celebrate through Lent, then decorate the table with burlap. Burlap is similar to the
sackcloth found in scripture.

PRAYER
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy:
Be gracious to all who have gone astray from thy ways and bring them again with penitent hearts
and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of thy Word, Jesus Christ.16

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Episcopal Church., The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the Sacraments and Other Rites
and Ceremonies of the Church : Together with the Psalter or Psalms of David, According to the Use of the
Episcopal Church. 167.
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WORDS
The Parable of the Seeking Father
In Luke 14:21, Jesus tells the world that He welcomes the outcasts-the poor, the disabled, the blind
and the lame.
The Pharisees were watching who it was that Jesus hung out with, who he talked to, and ate meals
with. They were appalled because the people that Jesus associated with were the outcasts of society
and they, the religious leaders, would never extend any hospitality to them.
There were basically two groups of outcasts to the Pharisees; they were the Tax Collectors and Sinners.
The tax collectors were hated because they had “sold out” to Rome. “Sinners” was a broad term that
was used to include all the outcasts in society.
To the Pharisees, because Jesus hung out with the people that He did, there was no way that He could
be God. To them, Jesus’ attitude toward sinners was opposite to the way that they pictured God. To
them, God hated sinners and wanted them dead and loved the righteous, and here was Jesus seemingly
loving sinners and rejecting the “righteous.”
There was a massive gap between Jesus’ actions with sinners and the Pharisees’ concept of God. Jesus
wanted to address this issue, so He uses three parables to teach God’s true feelings toward sinners.
The parable of the Prodigal Son has had the focus placed on the wrong character!
It is probably due to the American focus on sin management and the importance placed upon us as
individuals.
If you read the previous two parables in Luke, the Seeking Shepherd, and the Searching Woman, then
the focus of the parable in Luke 15:11-32 should no longer be called the parable of the Prodigal Son;
instead it should be called the parable of the Seeking Father.
The parable is not about the sin and eventual forgiveness of the son; instead, it is about the forgiveness
of the Father and the terrible attitude of the older son.
Take some time to register that paradigm shift of the parable and think about how the Father rejoices
in finding us!
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Week 19|The Fifth Sunday in Lent

JESUS|THE ANOINTED ONE
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 32|You are my hiding place…
Luke 15:11-32 |He was lost, but now he is found…
the|TABLE
Because it is the season of Lent, you may want to withhold the celebration of the Table. If you wish
to continue to celebrate through Lent, then decorate the table with burlap. Burlap is similar to the
sackcloth found in scripture.

PRAYER
Almighty and eternal God, you have appointed your only-begotten Son the Redeemer of the world
and willed to be appeased by His blood.
Grant, we beseech you, that we may worthily adore this price of our salvation, and through its
power be safeguarded from the evils of the present life, so that we may rejoice in its fruits forever in
heaven.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord.
Amen17

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Poor Clares Of Perpetual Adoration., Manual for Eucharistic Adoration., Tan Books, Charlotte, NC

2016. 155.
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Six days before the Passover, Jesus returns to Bethany to attend a dinner that may have been in honor
of him and his raising of Lazarus from the dead. Martha was serving dinner, Lazarus is reclining at the
table with Jesus.
Mary however instead of serving the dinner with Martha, begins to anoint Jesus' feet with pure and
expensive spikenard. Spikenard was very fragrant and came from the mountains of northern India.
After reading these passages about Mary and the oil, here is what we know:
Matthew and Mark do not name her, but the anointing takes place in Simon the Lepers house days
before Jesus’ crucifixion. The disciples grumble about the cost of the perfume.18
Luke portrays the woman as a sinner who cleans Jesus’ feet with her tears and the perfume and then
dries his feet with her hair and kisses them. He also adds that the Pharisees condemn her and question
how Jesus being a prophet could not know who this woman was that was touching him.
John names her and points out that Mary of Bethany is the sister of Martha and Lazarus. Judas
complains about the cost of the perfume.
A quick Google search reveals that spikenard smells like teen boy socks
The background of this woman, her sins and failures are not the points of these passages; it is her
actions and love of Jesus that resonates with all the authors and us as readers as well.
To those witnessing this action, it may have been almost pornographic...a “get a room” type of scene,
or for others, it may have been a solemn ceremony. It was no doubt extravagant.
By all accounts, the perfume was a lot of money, at least a year’s worth of salary.
Many people claim that Mary made money as a prostitute, others believe she inherited it, and it was
more than likely an heirloom.
Usually, it was the job of the servant to prepare the water; not many would wash their master’s feet
with their hands, let alone their hair...all of this to say that Mary’s actions were profound and very
prophetic as well.
Her actions were prophetic in that in a few days, Jesus would be crucified, and as a “criminal,” he
would not be allowed to be washed and anointed with perfume or oil; Mary took advantage of the
moment to do this for Jesus while she could.
The Apostles and the disciples missed the prophetic worship, and it even caused Judas to speak up
about the perceived waste. Not, as John tells us, out of altruism and generosity, it was out of greed.

18

Rachel Held Evans, “Women of the Passion, Part 1: The Woman at Bethany Anoints Jesus,” last
modified 2012, accessed October 4, 2018, https://rachelheldevans.com/blog/women-of-the-passion-anoint-oil.
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EASTER

He is Risen. Original Oil Painting. Young Mi Taylor 2018.
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Easter
Easter is a traditional Christian festival that celebrates the resurrection of Jesus. It is a Church
season that begins on what is called Holy Week, which starts with Palm Sunday and includes
Maundy Thursday, when the Last Supper took place; Good Friday, on which Jesus was
crucified, and Easter Sunday. The season of Easter, however, continues for fifty days and ends
on the day of Pentecost.
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Week 20|Palm Sunday

SALVATION
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 118|Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good…
Zechariah 9:9|O Lord, you alone are my hope…
Matthew 12:21|And his name will be the hope of all the world…
the|TABLE
Decorate the Table with palm branches. Palm branches are available from florists; however, you
will need to coordinate with them and order them well in advance of Palm Sunday When the
Table is observed, have each person take a piece of the palm branch and keep it until next year
when they will be used for ashes on Ash Wednesday. The Internet has lots of directions on how
to fold the palm branch into the shape of a cross, which is neat for the kids to do but also gives
an excellent reason to keep the branch until next year.

PRAYER
Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards humankind, hast sent thy Son our
Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all
humankind should follow the example of his great humility:
Mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also be made
partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
the and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen19

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Episcopal Church., The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the Sacraments and Other Rites
and Ceremonies of the Church : Together with the Psalter or Psalms of David, According to the Use of the
Episcopal Church. 168.
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WORDS
Read Out loud; Luke 19: 28-40
Today is Palm Sunday. It is a holiday that the church has been celebrating if that is the right word to
use for over two thousand years. Luke records that Jesus gets on the colt of a donkey and starts
towards Jerusalem and that the crowds spread out their garments along the road, Matthew records
that as well but adds that the crowds cut down the branches of trees, or palm branches as well and
placed them on the road.
Hence the name Palm Sunday.
The crowds began to sing and shout, praising God. And the entire city of Jerusalem was in an uproar,
and many asked who is this? Nothing we have not heard before, right?
What if I told you that this simple story was not so simple, that the whole thing, the entire triumphant
entry was something so epic, so massive and orchestrated, yet still so simple that only God could have
pulled it off.
It could be the greatest conspiracy in history
So let’s break this down by the three acts of the story.
Act One: Jesus enters on a colt
This was to fulfill the prophecy found in Zechariah 9:9
The paradox is that a king, came into the city, on the most unkinglike animal that a person could ride.
We know that due to the oppression that the people there felt under the rule of the Roman Empire,
they wanted a king to free them from the oppression. They wanted an earthly king, and Jesus came
that day to offer himself as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords of a Kingdom that most there could
not understand.
Act Two: The Crowd was not there to see Him
The day that we call Palm Sunday corresponds with the Jewish holiday of Passover.
Four days before Passover, the High Priest would leave the temple to go and inspect special herds of
sheep for the perfect yearling lamb.
Usually, the High Priest said, “it is finished” about 3 pm, on Passover, which is Friday, the same day
and time Jesus died...and said it is finished. So, the crowd is waiting for the high priest and the Passover
lamb, and they see a Rabbi, on a colt followed of course by its mother
The high priest would have entered the city from another gate about the same time and heard the
cheering and knew that they were not cheering him.
The priest carrying the Passover lamb outdone by the Lamb of God, who becomes the Passover lamb
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Paradox Number Three: the crowd cheered one day, and a few days later, they will jeer.
Crowds tend to be fickle; they will turn quickly.
This day they were praising and cheering Jesus; in a few days later they will be jeering him and yelling
crucify him.
We live our life like that. At times we praise God, and at times we deny God.
We cannot blame the crowd; we would probably be right there with them.
Palm Sunday and Passover
Something so simple, yet so huge
Something seemingly so straightforward has so many plot twists and paradoxes.
There is no way that it is happenstance nor circumstance
God had a plan, and he surprises everyone like those movies wherein the end, you say, didn’t see that
coming!
This is only Palm Sunday. The plot gets thicker and more twisted as the week goes by!
Resurrection 1. Original Oil Painting. Young Mi Taylor

62

Ressurection. Original Oil Painting. Young Mi Taylor. 2018.
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Week 21|Easter Sunday

RESSURECTION
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 114|Hallelujah!
Psalm 71:1-11|O Lord, you alone are my hope…
Luke 24:1-12|He is not here, he has risen…

the|TABLE
Decorate the Table with folded linens representing the folded burial cloths found in the tomb. Use
frankincense and myrrh candles or incense. Since Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus, it is
totally okay to decorate the table in a more celebratory or festive manner.

PRAYER
Our risen Lord, Our risen Savior, we thank you
that through your death and resurrection, you have made and are making all things new.
Thank you for the victory and the hope that we now have
through your victory on the cross and your victory over death.
Help us to walk in that victory with power and with humility, so that your light shines into the
darkness and so the world will see your light.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
This Holy Week we have been exploring the idea that the story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, the
events that took place this week and the way that Matthew describes what takes place on Easter
Sunday, kind of help show that Jesus’ entry, His betrayal, His crucifixion, death, and resurrection make
the best, mystery, action, love story ever!
Think about the scene of Mary and the other Mary heading to take care of Jesus’ body, preparing the
things they needed and then getting there and the shock they went through, and then leaving to tell
the others. Notice that they didn’t say to Peter and John, “we have good news, Jesus is alive,” no
instead the exclaim: “they took Jesus’ body, and we don’t know where they put it.”
After hearing that Jesus’ body is gone, Peter and John run to the tomb? Why did they run? Ever think
about that? Was there something there, a little glimmer perhaps just a little bit of hope perhaps? But
when they get there, and there is no one there, the tomb is empty. They leave probably sadder, more
and even defeated.
John tells us that until that moment, they did not understand nor believe. They should have, however,
because the prophecy had told them, and Jesus told them he would be destroyed and rise again in
three days.
They didn’t get it until just then.
Somehow though, the religious leaders knew that if there was no body that prophecy would have been
fulfilled. The religious leaders knew! They knew this was going to be huge, so huge that they bribed
the soldiers guarding the tomb so that Jesus’ disciples would not move His body and claim Jesus had
resurrected; they were paid to say that Jesus’ disciples did take the body.
What were they trying to stop?
HOPE
It was hope that the religious leaders were trying to crush.
They knew that rebellions are built on hope.
They wanted to crush any hope that Jesus’ followers may have had, they knew that if they didn’t know
what would happen.
But they couldn’t stop hope! They couldn’t contain Him!
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Week 22|The Second Sunday of Easter

HALLELUJAH
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 150|Let everything that has breath praise the Lord…
Revelation 1:4-8|Christ, the Faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead, and the Ruler of the kings of the earth.
1 Peter 1:3-9|be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead…
the|TABLE
Ask for several volunteers to bring bread that is important to their heritage, ethnicity, or tribe. Ask
them to explain, if they know, the history of the particular type of bread. As they finish explaining
the bread, ask them to break the bread and have them hold the bread as the community partakes of
the Sacraments.
An alternative would be to have volunteers sign up for a certain week so that there is only one
different type of bread each week. Allow the family that prepared the bread also serve the
Sacraments for that week.

PRAYER
Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God. (Revelation 19:1)
Hallelujah! For the Lord, our God, the Almighty reigns. (Revelation 19:6)
Hallelujah! God has given us a new birth and new hope through the resurrection of Jesus.
Hallelujah! Jesus has provided for us an inheritance that will never spoil or fade.
Hallelujah! We are protected by God’s power and favor, even though we may struggle
Hallelujah! Our faith is more valuable than gold and will help us to honor, praise, and glorify our
God.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
Today is the second Sunday of Easter! Easter for the church is not a day; it is a season that begins on
Easter Sunday and continues until Pentecost Sunday fifty days later. It is a time of celebration, the
time it is said to sing Hallelujahs!
Our passage today is one of those passages that help us to sing hallelujah!!
This passage of scripture is a letter from the Apostle Peter to Christians who have dispersed due to
the persecution of Nero. Nero was using Christians as street lamps, hanging them up and burning
them alive as well as other horrid things. Peter is writing this letter to provide hope.
The empty tomb gives us hope.
I think Peter is trying to remind these folks about that hope.
So here is what he reminds them of:
-He has given us new birth into a living hope through Jesus’ resurrection.
-We have an inheritance that won’t spoil, or fade waiting for us in heaven
-We are protected by God’s power- even though we may struggle here
-Peter says our genuine faith is more valuable than gold, will help us to honor, praise and glorify God
-Our faith is special because we believe in Him even though we have not seen him.
And then he reminds us that the prophets prophesied about the grace that God would give us.
And that these things have been announced to us by those who preached the gospel to you by the
Holy Spirit sent from heaven.
When you think about those things, the only conclusion I think you can come to is that our God is
awesome!
Because of the sacrifice of Jesus, and by the Grace of God the Father, we know that we are deemed
worthy enough by Jesus’ blood to inherit a home in heaven. We know we have a special faith because
we believe and haven’t seen Jesus.
And we know God has our back protecting us through his power. So, when we are struggling, and
things in life are painful, and we are exhausted, and there seems too much to do, and there is just so
much going wrong.
Pause, breathe, and remember God has your back.
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Week 23|The Third Sunday of Easter

BROKEN BREAD
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 30|I will exalt you, Lord, for you rescued me…
Revelation 5:11-14||worthy is the Lamb that was slain…
Luke 24:13-35|they had recognized him as he was breaking the bread…
the|TABLE
Ask volunteers to bring in different shapes of bread to form the bread into the shape of a man. A
round loaf of bread as the head, baguettes, or French bread for arms, ciabatta bread for feet, etc.
When the community partakes of the Sacraments, ask them to take a piece of the bread to dip from
any part of the “body.”

PRAYER
Lord Jesus Christ,
You gave us the Eucharist as the memorial of your suffering and death.
May our worship of this sacrament of your body and blood help us to experience the salvation you
won for us and the peace of the kingdom, where you live with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, forever and ever.
Amen.20

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Poor Clares Of Perpetual Adoration., Manual for Eucharistic Adoration.
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Today is the Third Sunday of Easter!
Luke 24:13-35 well known and is referred to as the Emmaus Road story.
Usually, it is used in Easter services to give credence or proof to Jesus’ resurrection, but a lot is going
on in this story that we should look at. One thing that I always missed in this story is that the two
were walking from Jerusalem to the town of Emmaus. They were disciples of Jesus; they tell the
stranger that they were shocked (verse 22) because some women of their group (the Marys) went to
Jesus' tomb and he was not there. These two disciples are leaving Jerusalem. The Passover was over,
and Jesus was gone. They were not in the group of disciples who saw Jesus after His resurrection.
Were they leaving because they had given up and lost hope? Verse 15 says they were discussing and
arguing. I wonder if they were arguing about the truth of Jesus’ resurrection or if they were arguing
about who could have stolen Jesus' body?
And then Jesus shows up and asks what they are arguing about.
The two disciples get near their destination, and as they should according to their culture, they ask
Jesus, still unknown to them if he would eat with them. Jesus had given the impression that he was to
go further down the road but, that was custom as well, not accepting when first asking and waiting
for the host to offer even though it was understood that they would offer.
Jesus then sits down and prays over the food, breaks the bread and hands it to them
And then their eyes were opened!
They didn’t recognize Jesus when he was walking with them
They didn’t recognize Jesus when he was teaching them about himself from scripture.
They recognized Jesus when he offered them bread.
They recognized Jesus as he sat to eat with them like he had done many times before, perhaps!
Yes, they were prevented. We have to assume by the Holy Spirit of God to not recognize Him.
But how much more powerful is it that the prevention was lifted, at the table
The table of fellowship
And the table of communion
Jesus revealed himself to them at the table.
Perhaps that is when we best encounter Jesus.
Yes, our hearts may burn with passion for the Lord when we read scripture.
But we recognize Him at the table.
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Week 24|The Fourth Sunday of Easter

JESUS the GATE
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 23|The Lord is my shepherd.
Revelation 7:9-17|Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.
John 10:1-10|I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep…
the|TABLE
It would probably be hard to get some sheep in the sanctuary to use as an object lesson for this
week. Perhaps, a to-scale model of a sheepfold to decorate the table would help? Ask each person to
think of ways that God has been a Good Shepherd in their lives lately, and if they feel comfortable,
ask a few families to share their experiences.

PRAYER
Eternal Lord, we praise you and thank you for being our Shepherd.
Thank you for supplying all that we need, our food, our shelter, our breath, our salvation.
You have blessed us with your love, your mercy, your kindness, and your forgiveness.
God, you are the Gate, the Good Shepherd, and the Passover Lamb.
In times of trouble and in times of peace, you give me the ability to rest.
Your love and your salvation give us the chance to be still.
Your righteousness covers us.
Your Spirit protects us.
Your mercy endures forever
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
Today is the Fourth Sunday of Easter!
Jesus said: I am the gate! Or the gate of the sheep or the door for the sheep.
There is so much packed into that metaphor! Sheep are a strange metaphor for us.
We don’t think about sleeping at the entrance and being the gate. We have sheepdogs and livestock
guardian dogs to do that!
What is important for us to think about is sheep were and probably still are the most important animal
to people in that region. Sheep to the folks in that region are like money; they are valuable, so valuable
people want to steal them. They provide food and textiles for clothing, and so much more.
Shepherds protect sheep because of their value
That is why the shepherd slept at the gate; to protect his valued and valuable property.
Jesus tells us the shepherd would know his sheep and would let his sheep in. But you could only get
in through him.
Sheep are valued, and valuable,
Sheep are vulnerable
Jesus said he is the Gate, and he will let us in.
We know that is salvation, but also, there is in that metaphor of the gate; the idea of freedom.
A gate is an expression of freedom of movement, of coming and going.
I believe Jesus was telling the Jews that were listening to that day that salvation came through him
alone, that he laid down his life to protect us from those false teachers who would lead us astray and
destroy our faith and our lives. Jesus was also saying that he would lead us through our lives, and in
following him, there was freedom.
Freedom from fear, freedom from condemnation...freedom!
So how do we apply this to our lives?
Listen to our Shepherd’s voice!
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Week 25|The Fifth Sunday of Easter

PNEUMA
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 148|Praise the Lord…
Revelation 21:1-6|God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes…
Acts 2:42-47|A deep sense of awe came over them all…
the|TABLE
Acts 2 shows the importance the first church placed upon community.
To reinforce the importance, ask the community to participate in an agape meal before partaking of
the Sacraments. Encourage the community, however, to have a communal meal in whereas many
folks as possible provide ingredients for soup or lend a hand serving or cleaning up. While partaking
of the elements pass them from person to person much like a family meal and wait to pray and
partake until everyone has the Sacraments.

PRAYER
For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that
according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love
of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Now to him who can do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us.
(Ephesians 3:14-20)
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Have you ever thought about the power of the Holy Spirit? It is a power that is desperately needed today; it
is a power that you don’t hear a lot of people talking about it is a type of power that you don’t hear a lot of
people praying for.
A lot of people pray for a form of power:
people pray, wanting titles
people praying for a power that causes some emotional reaction
people pray for the power to quit smoking or drinking
people pray for the power to heal others
people pray for the power to lead others
But I don’t hear a lot of people pray for the real power that the Holy Spirit provides us with.
This is the power that God is most happy to give away.
This power was found in the first church.
Read Acts 2:42-47 Acts 4:24, 31-35
You see, the power that we need is not the power to get people shaking in their seats, or running
around the church, or even to speak in tongues.
It is a power that is not just to see sister ‘so and so’ healed but also for racial healing, for us to be
better neighbors, for the end of wars.
It is a kind of power that does away with factions and fighting in the church because it has given us
the power to get over ourselves, to stop worrying about myself and what people are saying behind my
back and to start worrying about why mister jones down the street spends Christmas by himself and
looks so sad all the time. It is the power that we need is the power to get rid of our selfishness, our
pettiness, our prejudice, our laziness, and our fear.
The power of the Holy Spirit who has empowered us with superhuman LOVE
the power to serve people
the power to be a servant
the power to fellowship with people
the power to love my enemy
the power to be someone’s friend instead of shoving a track in their hand, or their door, and saying,
Jesus, loves you
the power to sit and listen
the power to sit and rest and turn off the tv and the internet and play a game with your family
That is true life-changing power
Galatians 5:22-23 tells us:
But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control.
Pray for that type of power!
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Week 26|The Sixth Sunday of Easter

WIND
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 67|May God be merciful and bless us…
Revelation 21:10-22:5|The Lord will be their light…
John 14:15-18|If you love me…
the|TABLE
On the Table have several sets of notepads or note cards with pens or pencils. As the community
approaches the table, ask them to write on the cards or slips of paper, one commandment that they
struggle with the most, or one commandment (not just the Ten), that they wish to pray to God to
help them obey better than they are currently.

PRAYER
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my
work, too, maybe holy. Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy. Strengthen me, O
Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy.
Amen.
–Augustine

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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You don’t have to be a cycling fan to know who Lance Armstrong is.
He won seven Tours de France; he did things that people said were miraculous things no other man
could do! But what did we find out later? We found out that he was blood doping and maybe using
some kind of chemicals to enhance his performance. He didn’t do it on his own; he didn’t do those
miraculous feats of strength, using his own strength, he had something special inside of him.
And when you accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior God comes and lives in you and gives you the
power to do miraculous things!!!
Did you ever stop to think about your life as a Christian and your life in the church? It is kind of
hectic. There is a lot of stuff to do: Bible Study, worship, Sunday School, Church, and then there are
the people.
God never intended you to do it on your own.
John 14 tells us that we have a helper! Someone who helps us and empowers us to do the will of God
In Acts 1:8 Christ tells us that we will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon us.
It is the Holy Spirit that enables us to be His witnesses, telling people about Jesus...
God gives us the power to do things that are not humanly possible so that we can prove who God is
through what the Bible calls signs and wonders
Some words the Bible uses for the Holy Spirit in Greek and Hebrew are the words for Wind and
Breath. Think about wind and breath for a moment. You can't see the wind, you can't see breath, well
unless it is cold, but you can see the effects, you feel it on your face, you can see it move the trees, and
you can see the power and strength that the wind can have. Think about that metaphor for a moment.
Think about how the wind can aid you by pushing you while on a bike or in a sailboat, making it easier
to go the way you are going and sometimes getting you where you are going faster.
But think about the way that the same wind that helped you go faster one way will slow you down and
tire you out when you are pushing, running, or walking against it.
Will you use the miraculous power that the Holy Spirit has given us to go the way God is asking us to
go and to aid you in doing the things God wants us to do?
Or
Will you the other way, go against God? Do you want that resistance?
Imagine our Christian lives and our churches if we always went the way God was sending us?
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Week 27|The Seventh Sunday of Easter

ABIDE
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 97:1-6|The Lord is King; let the earth rejoice…
Revelation 22:12-21|Surley I am coming soon…
Acts 1:1-5|in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit…
the|TABLE
Decorate the table with purple cloths representing royalty.
To keep with the theme of royalty…there is a certain kind of bread that has the word king in the
name of the bread. It is delicious and comes in big round loaves that are great for using as the bread
for the Table.

PRAYER
Come Holy Spirit, abide in us.
Fill us with your strength, your power, your love.
Come Holy Spirit, abide in us.
Renew, our hearts, our minds, our faith, our churches.
Come Holy Spirit, abide in us.
Fill us with your light.
Come Holy Spirit, abide in us
Fill us with your wisdom.
Come Holy Spirit, abide in us.
Give us the strength to go.
Come Holy Spirit, abide in us.
Give us the strength to love others.
Come Holy Spirit, abide in us
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
76

WORDS
In our reading today from Acts 1, we find that Jesus is about to ascend into heaven and he tells His
disciples while eating with them that they are not to leave Jerusalem until God the Father sends the
gift they were promised. Which we know now to be the Holy Spirit. He goes on to say that in a few
days, they would be immersed or baptized in or with the Holy Spirit.
Let’s look at the idea of abiding and the word abide.
Abide is a great word to use with the Holy Spirit.
Abide means to dwell, lodge, put up with something, obey, observe, follow, continue in.21
The question I think that John is answering in verse 13 is a question that we all have, at least once in
our Christian journey.
Here is the question: How do we know that we abide in God and God abides in us?
Another way to ask it is how do I know that I am still a Christian and that the Holy Spirit still dwells
within me.
Christianity is not about me, myself, or I! It never was intended to be.
I am not sure who started using the term personal Lord and Savior, but the concept is the furthest
from the truth, and the idea is not even biblical. Yes, salvation is entered into individually, but in the
Bible, it is never seen as a one-on-one relationship with God, sure we have a relationship, but to be
saved means to be joined to the people of God.
Think about some of the things the Bible says:
Let us love one another...it is about our relationship with God and his people.
If we love each other, God remains in us, and His love is perfected in us.
Love one another.
Abide in each other, and he will abide in us, and we in Him. (the emphasis is on each other)
Each other. Or perhaps you like one another.
Our journey is not about ourselves
It is about those who we are on the journey with.
If we are not with others on the journey, then we are not on the journey.
Let us find ways to encourage one another
Let us find those who have decided to not abide with one another
Let us remember our community was given, born and empowered by the Holy Spirit
May we abide in Christ, as the Spirit of the Lord abides in us, and may we always abide with one
another.

21

Thayer and Strong, Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament.

77

PENTECOST

His Love. Original Oil Painting. Young Mi Taylor 2018.
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Pentecost

Pentecost is the Christian festival that celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit on those
gathered in the upper room. Pentecost is celebrated on the seventh Sunday after Easter and
is the culmination of the Easter season.
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Week 28|The Day of Pentecost

BE FILLED
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 104:25-37|Bless the Lord, O my soul…
Psalm 97:1-6|The Lord is King; let the earth rejoice…
Acts 1:1-5|in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit…
the|TABLE
Decorate the table with purple cloths representing royalty.
To keep with the theme of royalty …there is a certain kind of bread that has the word king in the
name of the bread. It is delicious and comes in big round loaves that are great for using as the bread
for the Table.

PRAYER
Come, Holy Spirit, and fill us with your gifts that we may bear your fruit.
Wash away our weaknesses and fears.
Help us Holy Spirit, teach us, comfort us, advise us.
Help us Holy Spirit, teach us to pray, pray for us.
Guide us, lead us, full us
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
Today is Pentecost Sunday. The last day of the season of Easter.
We celebrate the Holy Spirit descending upon us and upon the church
When we read Acts 2, it is easy to get lost in the speaking in tongues part of it and forget the most
important reason for the incident being recorded, and that is that the Holy Spirit comes to live within
us. The imagery of the metaphor is that we are temples for the Holy Spirit.
We can’t forget that one of the greatest things to happen from Pentecost, besides being empowered
by the Holy Spirit, is the birth of the Church
Another phrase that Paul uses in Ephesians 5:18 do not get drunk with wine, which leads to reckless actions but
be filled with the Spirit.
Think about being filled with the Holy Spirit.
The word in Greek is Playroo, and it means to make replete, to cram, level up, to furnish, imbue,
influence, accomplish, fill up, make or be full or fullness.22
It is hard to understand how the Holy Spirit lives in us and fills us up, but it is a God thing.
The infilling or filling up of the Holy Spirit in us is to be taken literally.
However, there is room for metaphor in this as well. Metaphorically we can be filled with the Holy
Spirit.
Explaining the be filled with the Holy Spirit part of Christianity is difficult.
Try this:
Using a clear container of water, preferably a pitcher, something that is easy to pour water in and out
of, fill it with water. If there is space to get messy, then use golf balls or something similar, to represent
life. Put the golf balls in the container while explaining what the balls represent.
The water will start spilling out of the container as you put the golf balls in. Eventually, there will be
little to no water in the container as the golf balls have pushed it all out.
Alternatively, you can use cups (if you can’t get your space messy).
Use the full pitcher of water to fill cups of work, life, family, etc.
As we pour out ourselves and we will also pour out the Holy Spirit
Both illustrations show that as Christians, eventually, we are drained, physically but more importantly,
spiritually.
Illustrate in both examples another pitcher of water, explaining that the Holy Spirit fills us.
Holy Spirit fills us, refreshes us, and empowers us to live our lives and to serve God.
Pentecost ends the season of Easter, but may the Holy Spirit refresh us.

22

Ibid.
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Week 29|The First Sunday After Pentecost or Trinity Sunday

IMMANUEL
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 8|how exalted is your Name in all the world!
Proverbs 8:22-31|The Lord formed me from the beginning…
Genesis 1:1-4|and there was light…

the|TABLE
Use symbols that your community associates with the Trinity to decorate the Table You may want
to place the eggs used when you explained the Trinity during the Homily on the Table so that the
community can view it and be reminded of the Trinity as they partake in the Sacraments.

PRAYER
Lord, though you are God, you did not cling to your divinity,
Instead, you gave up your divine privileges and became a humble servant, to be born as one of us.
You chose to live among us, in obedience to the Father; then, you died for us.
God the Father has placed you in the place of highest honor.
He has given you a name above all other names.
One day every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus the Christ is Lord; he is
Immanuel, God with us. (Philippians 2:6-10)
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Today the Church celebrates Trinity Sunday!
Jesus, as we all know, is the Son of God,
Immanuel, God with us
The Light of the World
We see Jesus clearly in the Second Testament, but there are so many places in the First Testament that are
about Jesus as well
Trinity is a term that is difficult to explain and define,
Trinity is a term that is not used in the Bible, but the idea or concept of the Trinity is in there.
We first see the concept of the Trinity in Genesis.
Specifically, in Genesis where God says, let us make man in our image.23
We get a better idea of the Trinity when Jesus is baptized. Matthew records it as such “when Jesus was
baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
Can we agree that sometimes it is confusing?
When talking to God, we are talking to the triune God,
God the Father
God the Son
God the Holy Spirit
And really it all is confusing in that it sounds like three Gods, but God is only one.
Perhaps it is the limits of our human minds that mess with us. Perhaps this will help.
Visual Lesson:
The best way to illustrate the Trinity is by using an egg. Raw eggs make more of an impact, but you can use
boiled eggs as well.
Regardless of which type of egg you choose, break it open and ask what the shell is called. The community
will respond with the answer of an eggshell, ask about the yolk and the whites as well, and the answer will be
it is an egg white or an egg yolk.
Explain that we do not stop calling it an egg if the eggshell is separated from the other parts and so on.
The most important to remember is that God is the Holy Spirit
God is the Father; God is the Son

23

Genesis 1:26
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Week 30|The Second Sunday After Pentecost

TRUTH
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 43|you are the God of my strength…
Psalm 22:18-27|Be not far away, O Lord
John 12:20-21|Sir, we want to meet Jesus…
the|TABLE
Have 3x5 cards available to the community and during the homily but before observing the Table.
Have the community write the name of at least one person in their lives that are not Christians. As
you call the community to the Table, ask them to place them on the Table as they partake. Ask the
community to pray for the names that they wrote down and to pray for them each day for the next
month.
Keep the names in a basket on the Table or the Altar and pray for them as a community if you have
the time and the ability to pull out each card for each name that becomes followers.

PRAYER
Jesus, our Lord, our Savior, Christ, the Anointed One;
You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
No one has access to the Father, but through you.
We pray Lord for your truth to be spoken by us and your truth to be seen in us.
Teach us Holy Spirit to speak in truth and live with integrity each day.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
Jesus is everywhere in the Bible. He is present in the First and the Second testaments!
We are in a post-postmodern world. Postmodernism is the idea that there is no objective truth. Your
truth is not my truth which is not someone else’s truth. A byproduct of that is what we see in the
fake-news phenomenon.
If there is no objective truth, everything is either false or true, depending on one’s own opinion.
What does this have to do with Jesus?
The question is, how do we tell people about Jesus in a postmodern world?
Table Church theology proposes something like the video below.
Video: #EatTogether24
In the Gospel of John 12:21, there is a story of some Greeks that were in Jerusalem for the Passover,
and they visited Philip and said, simply “Sir, we want to meet Jesus.” In other versions, it is translated as
“Sir, we would see Jesus.” Paul writes to the Corinthians that he had decided that while he was with the
Corinthians, he would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified.
The reality is though that Jesus does not need to be found.
We need to show Jesus, who is already there or here, it is a better way to do evangelism.
“Evangelism is an invitation for broken people together to meet the Christ who loves broken
people.”25
To show people Jesus, we need to know Jesus and the signs or evidence that he is here.
Use a dark pillowcase with an unfamiliar object in it, something a volunteer from the community
would have a hard time figuring out what it is and one very familiar object, for example, a hammer
that anyone would know what it is simply by feeling it, and a blindfold. Ask a volunteer to put on the
blindfold and then had them the dark pillowcase or back with the unfamiliar object in it. Ask them
to describe it and tell everyone what it is.
Next, ask them to describe the familiar object.
That is the goal of evangelism is to take something that may be familiar to someone and show them
Jesus who is already here.

24

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDuA9OPyp6I&list=PLmDortWGwCmBtF7gPE4q8G2sDBb1HUzu&index=2

25

Sweet, Nudge,28.
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Week 31|The Third Sunday After Pentecost

FREEDOM
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 16|in your presence there is fullness of joy…
Psalm 77:11-20|I cannot stop thinking about your mighty works…
Galatians 5:1|Christ has truly set us free…
the|TABLE
Broken chains and chain links or open locks on the Table representing freedom may be difficult to
do, but the visual impact will be enormous!
Alternatively, you can purchase some pomegranates and put some of the seeds on plates near the
Sacraments, or both ideas will work as well.

PRAYER
O God, we are grateful for all that you have given us.
We rejoice that you have given us freedom from the power of sin and death.
We can rejoice because Jesus, the Christ has truly set us free.
The Lord is Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. (2 Corinthians 2:17)
May we always be wherever the Spirit of the Lord is.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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The first instance of Jesus specifically in the Bible is found in Genesis 3:15. This is a hard verse to talk
about, but it is very important to our study of Jesus. This verse is part of the curse from God to the
serpent after it enticed Eve to eat of the Fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.
Notice it says the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Somehow our culture hijacked
that fruit into an apple. It was more than likely a pomegranate.
Interestingly enough there are 613 seeds in a pomegranate and 613 laws in the Torah!
Still think it was an apple?
God curses the serpent and states that there would be enmity or hostility, or you could translate it
hatred between the serpent, and humans and his offspring and her offspring. It is hatred between the
devil and humans. The seeds or offspring of the serpent are demons and those who do the work of
Satan’s kingdom. The seeds or offspring of the woman are those who follow God much like the
promise or covenant given to Abraham
This prophecy started with Cain and is ultimately fulfilled by Jesus.
It is at the cross where Satan bruises the heel of Jesus when Jesus dies,
And it is the resurrection of Jesus that crushes the power of Satan, and then the ultimate defeat will
take place at the end of times.
This hostility or this hatred between humans and the devil causes the world a lot of pain and suffering;
pain and suffering that has been present since Cain who killed his brother.
And it continues today. There is so much suffering, so much pain in the world. Yes, even Christians
experience suffering and pain. There seems to be so much hatred; it even seems that maybe the devil
wins a lot, or at least a lot more than we want him to.
We have all seen lives broken, marriages destroyed; due to pride, greed, and addictions, and so on.
And if we are not careful, we can look at Genesis 3:15 and focus on that hate, and hostility
But that is not the outcome of that prophecy, that is not what this means.
This prophecy is the first prophecy of Jesus; this is a prophecy of hope, this is a verse about our
redeemer, our savior coming
The very first prophecy of Jesus tells us already that he is going to win and so we win as well!.
Even though the words used are hostility or hate, this is a verse about love.
Jesus in the Old Testament, and the first place we see him shows how much we are loved.
May we remember that we are loved.
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Week 32|The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

JACOB’S LADDER
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 66:1-14|Be joyful in God…
Psalm 30|I will exalt you, O Lord
John 1:43-51|the one who is the stairway between heaven and earth…
the|TABLE
Decorate the table with a white tablecloth with a red, or dark red table runner to represent the
“scarlet thread” of Jesus’ blood throughout history.

PRAYER
God, you have enabled us to stand firm for Jesus.
Lord, you have commissioned us.
Lord, you have empowered us through your promised Holy Spirit.
May we put our faith into practice; live a life filled with joy, and stand firm in our faith.
(2 Corinthians 1:21-26)
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
The Bible is not a dictionary or a book of facts. The Bible contains facts and history but is also a
collection of poems, stories, history, metaphors and of course prophecy. Stories and metaphor are
prevalent in the Bible. You may have heard the Bible called HisStory a play on the word history
For a lot of folks, the words story and metaphor have negative connotations because stories in our
culture are not true; they are stories. Ironically for most of history and for a great part of the world
now truth is still communicated via stories and metaphor
The Bible contains these wonderful metaphors that have such deep meaning and our story for today
is one of them
It is important for God to connect the First Testament with the Second Testament.
And it is important that we see God interacting with humans throughout our history.
I believe it is the best way to see how God keeps His promises and it also shows the continuity
throughout time.
In this story, we find Jacob who had tricked his father, Isaac to receive the honor and inheritance that
was due to his brother Esau. In fear for his life from his brother’s wrath, Jacob flees, lays down to
sleep and has a dream of a ladder between heaven and earth with angels traveling up and down it. We
call this Jacob’s Ladder.
To Jacob this ladder was a means of communication between God and humans, between Heaven and
Earth, using messengers: angels, prophets, etc.
It was the reconciliation with God and Jacob, but also it was God’s way of opening the channels of
communication that had closed since the fall in the Garden of Eden.
This prophecy was also a prophecy about Jesus. Which Jesus tells us he fulfills in John 1:51.
For us, Jesus becomes, the true ladder, the communication directly between us and God, where we
can pray to God through Jesus: Jacob’s Ladder.
Also, we find that Christ perfectly represents the union or connection between Heaven and Earth.
Christ fulfills this prophecy by also being the ladder in that he is both heaven and earth.
Christ is the way that all of God’s blessings, promises, and love flow down from heaven to us, but
also the way that prayers, praises, our fears, and our hopes rise to Heaven.
Jacob’s ladder is Jesus on the cross, bridging the gap between heaven and hell and bringing to us
salvation that only comes through Jesus
Jesus the Christ is the great mediator. He has come to rescue us and restore us to the right relationship
with God.
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Week 33|The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

A PRIEST FOREVER
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Deuteronomy 30:9-14|The Lord you God will make you abundantly prosperous…
Psalm 25:1-9|To you, O Lord, I give my life to you…
Hebrews 7:1-4|He remains a priest forever, resembling the Son of God

the|TABLE
Remove all decorations from the Table and have only the Sacraments placed upon the Table.

PRAYER
O God, from whom all good does come:
Grant that by your inspiration we may think those things that are right, and by your merciful guiding
my we perform those things that are right; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.
Amen26

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Episcopal Church., The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the Sacraments and Other Rites
and Ceremonies of the Church : Together with the Psalter or Psalms of David, According to the Use of the
Episcopal Church. 178.
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Theologians and scholars have names for the appearances of Jesus in the First Testament. These
names are types, as in types of Jesus, Shadows, as in shadows of Jesus, which is kind of like
foreshadowing, in that God was showing or giving humans them a taste, or a vision of the Messiah to
come.
Today we are going to look at one type that is a great mystery.
It is great when the writer is giving you clues the whole time, and then there is the great reveal at the
end, and you are like how did I miss that? Sometimes with the Bible, with God, we get focused on the
wrong things.
If you can play this video that shows how much we get focused on the wrong things:
https://youtu.be/xNSgmm9FX2s
Melchizedek is mentioned in only three books of the Bible, and there is more said about him in the
New Testament than in the Old Testament. There are tons of theological commentators and opinions
written about Melchizedek, but one thing that is for sure is that he is a mystery.
Read about him in Genesis 14:17-20.
There are so many similarities between Melchizedek and Jesus. But here is what I think is the most
amazing thing, just a few little words that are the most powerful clue that Melchizedek is a type, a
shadow of Jesus
Most of us missed it; scholars don’t even talk about these words being a clue because they focus on
the priest, the king, and the forever parts. But when we read this again, we here will see it in Verse 18
of Genesis chapter 14: Then Melchizedek, king of peace, king of Jerusalem, brought out bread and wine.
God had not instituted the Passover yet, so what in the world are this bread and wine doing here?
Sure, the bread and wine could just be a meal.
But, why is that detail in the story? It has to be important!
This takes place more than two thousand years before Jesus.
Almost 500 years before the first Passover.
It’s like a breadcrumb, a clue, just a little, did you see that, if you blinked you missed it.
Fourteen chapters into the Bible and God sprinkles a little, hope, a little prophecy, a clue, a hint of
what is to come. He brought bread and wine.
And a lot of us missed it.
May the Holy Spirit open our hearts, minds, and eyes to Jesus all around us!
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Week 34|The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

THE ANGEL OF THE LORD
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Colossians 1:15-28|Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation…
Psalm 15|Who may worship in your sanctuary…
Exodus 3:1-6|And his name will be the hope of all the world
the|TABLE
Decorate the Table with a single candle that represents the burning bush. If possible place the
candle in a cookie sheet filled with sand to represent the desert that the bush was in.

PRAYER
God, you are our refuge and strength.
Lord of all power and might, the protector of all.
You are the author and giver of all that is good.
We pray that your power and strength, your grace and mercy, your love and peace will be seen by all
the world as we live our lives for you.
Almighty God hear our prayers and give us an increase of faith, hope, love, and charity so that all
will come to know you as Lord and Savior.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
We continue our search for Jesus throughout the Bible. Looking for places God points us to, reminds
us and sometimes surprises us with a vision of Jesus. Jesus tells us in John 5:39 that all scriptures point
to him. Luke tells us that Jesus in in all scriptures (Luke 24:27).
Our journey takes us out of Genesis and moving now to Exodus. Today we will look at two examples
of Jesus in the first testament. The first one is the more mysterious of the two,
And the second one is one of those that may have not thought about.
Moses and the burning bush is a familiar story. In verse two it says there the Angel of the Lord
appeared to him. The Angel of the Lord is Jesus. This is a pre-incarnation appearance of Jesus. We
know it is not God the Father because no man has seen the Father.27
What a beautiful example of Jesus calling out to us, calling us to Him, pointing us to the Father; but
most of all grabbing our attention and giving us encounters that change our lives.
The second type or typology of Jesus in this passage is of course Moses.
Here are some things that you have read and just didn’t put the two together before:
When Moses was born all the Pharaoh ordered all the male children to die
Herod decreed that all male children under two years of age must die so Mary and Joseph fled to
Egypt for safety, Moses was put in the river. Just as Israel comes out of Egypt so does Christ.
Matthew quotes Hosea saying, “out of Egypt I have called my son” (Matthew 2:15, Hosea 11:1)
Moses saved Israel from slavery; Jesus saves the world from the slavery of sin
Israel was in the wilderness forty years; Jesus was tempted in the wilderness for forty days.
Moses fasted for forty days on Mount Sinai, Jesus fasted for forty days in the wilderness.
Jesus commanded the wind and waves to calm the storm; Moses commanded the Red Sea to part.
Jesus fed the multitude; Moses fed the multitude.
God provided through Moses manna from heaven and living water in the desert; Jesus gave us his
body to be the new manna, the bread from heaven and living water to quench our thirsty souls.
Moses chose seventy elders to help him; Jesus chose seventy disciples to help him spread the good
news
Moses governed with the twelve tribes of Israel; Jesus chose twelve disciples who would sit on twelve
thrones and rule Israel one day.
There is much more .

27

1 Timothy 6:16
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Week 35|The Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

THE PASSOVER LAMB
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 85|Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation…
Psalm 138|I give you thanks, O Lord, with all my heart…
Exodus 12:24-27|What does this ceremony mean…
the|TABLE
Only put the Sacraments on the Table this week.

PRAYER
Because we despised and rejected him
Because we turned our backs on him
Because we rebelled
Because we were weak
Because of our sins
He became the Passover Lamb!
He was led like a lamb to the slaughter
He was beaten so that we could be whole
He was whipped so that we could be healed
He was oppressed so we would be free
He died so that we could live
He was resurrected so that we would have hope
He ascended so we could be comforted
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Today we will look at probably the best breadcrumb ever, the first Passover!
The first Passover happened because the Pharaoh of Egypt would not free God’s firstborn son, Israel.
(The Nation.) To a lot of cultures, the firstborn son is important. It is upon the firstborn son that all
the rights, power, responsibility and riches are placed, but it is the firstborn son upon which all hopes,
and dreams are placed as well. In Egyptian culture at the time, the firstborn would have been born
into privilege and would have ruled over the Israelite slaves. When God took the lives of the firstborn,
he destroyed for generations the power and privilege that came simply because they were born first,
but it also destroyed the lordship they had over their slaves.
With the death of Egypt’s firstborn, the power over slavery for Israel was broken
With the death of God’s firstborn, the power over slavery to sin was broken
Because of the importance of the firstborn son, the one who all the hopes and dreams, the one who
would keep the legacy of the father. God judged then not only the Pharaoh but every other family in
Egypt. Think about this: God could have just sent His angel of death to visit the homes of the
Egyptians. But the angel of death visited every Israelite home as well.
In this story, we see that God judges everyone in Egypt. But what did Israel do? They were the victims;
they were the slaves. For 430 years they were enslaved.
We must think about the idea of the Passover lamb. God gave Israel and us a way out.
We also must think that there had to be a real threat, a real death that would visit them if they do not
do what God had asked.
Do we believe that the threat of death is real for us??
The threat was real but so was the way out, remember
What or who does this whole story point to?
A lamb without blemish was chosen by every Israelite household. The lamb was killed, and its blood
put on the lintel and door posts of the house. The angel of death seeing the blood PASSED OVER
that household.
The Passover Lamb provided the symbol, that image of God’s salvation.
Jesus fulfills this ceremony or this ritual.
He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
He is our Passover, sacrificed for us.
When we eat our lamb, our Passover Lamb, the bread of life, our communion feast, we are eating in
Peace with God.
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Week 36|The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

THE BREAD OF LIFE
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Hosea 11:1-11|I will bring them home again says the Lord.
Psalm 107:1-9|Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good…
Exodus 13:1-10|For seven days the bread you eat must be made without yeast…

the|TABLE
For this week be sure to use unleavened bread, and only put the Sacraments on the Table.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, Bread of Life, we come to you so that we will never go hungry
We believe in you and know we will never be thirsty (John 6:35-51)
Bread of Life feed us
Bread of Life sustain us
Bread of Life heal us
Bread of Life revive us
Bread of Life empower us
Bread of Life give us peace
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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This week we would like to stay with the first Passover and look at another breadcrumb, pun intended, that
points us to Jesus.
Read Exodus 13:1-10
This is the start of the feast of unleavened bread, which is still practiced at the end of Passover.
Remember that when Jesus instituted the Table, he made himself the Passover Lamb and the symbols of the
bread and wine became his body and blood.
But earlier than this John records that Jesus is the true Bread of God, that he is the One who comes down
from heaven and gives life to the world.”
Jesus is the bread of life.
The bread in Exodus is unleavened. Unleavened bread has no yeast. Yeast is a fungus that ferments sugars
and is used to cause the dough to rise. Just a little bit of yeast causes great change. Leaven or yeast in scripture
is a symbol of sin, and we see in Exodus that God told the Israelites to clean their houses. In the Second
Testament, Paul tells us to clean our hearts
To this day Jews still, celebrate the feast and this feast is a beautiful symbolic ceremony.
Take some time to read about the ceremony.
It is amazing that God creates a festival more than three thousand years ago to point to Jesus, but the irony
is that most Jews do not see Jesus in the matzah bread, they are still waiting for the Messiah to appear.
But for us; we get to remember the sacrifice that God, we get to see his pierced body, his broken body and to
taste and see that our Lord is good
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Week 37|The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

MANNA FROM HEAVEN
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 1:10-20|seek justice, rescue the oppressed…
Psalm 33:12-22|We put our hope in the Lord…
Exodus 16:33-35|, so the people of Israel ate manna for forty years…
the|TABLE
Manna is difficult to describe and to represent.
One possible idea is to get some quart jars and put frosted flakes cereal in them to represent the
manna that was placed within the Ark of the Covenant

PRAYER
God, you sent manna from heaven so that our ancestors could eat and live.
You then sent Jesus, your only Son to be the Manna from Heaven so that we could eat of his Bread
of Life, so that we may live forever.
Thank you, Lord, for the sacrifice you have given and the life that it provides for us.
We worship you and rejoice in your mercy and grace
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
Our journey of finding Christ in all of scripture is amazing.
It is a mystery, and it is like when you pull at a little string on your jacket, but it just keeps getting longer and
longer. As each glimpse of Jesus in the Old Testament is found, the breadcrumb seems to bet bigger and
bigger.
Exodus 16 tells the story of Israel leaving Egypt, and after about a month they are tired and want to go back
to Egypt where their selective remembering, remembered the good food they ate and forgot that they were
slaves back in Egypt.
We are the same, though aren’t we? We remember the good ole’ days, the days when we were slaves to sin
and thought only about the good times, but forget about slavery to our sin.
God listens to the complaints of the people and tells Moses that he would feed them with manna from heaven.
If you Google manna you get lots of pictures of what they think manna was. It was this white substance, for
lack of a better word, that looked like frosty dew in the mornings and tasted like honey wafers. God provided
specific instructions, and some of the Israelites still tried to do things their way until they found out they
couldn’t.
We do that too don’t we? We try to do things on our own and find out that we should have just listened to
God in the first place??
Take too much and try to keep it, it spoiled, take more than you supposed to, and it would spoil, etc.
The strongest point in the whole story is that it was just enough.
It gave them life. Not fancy. Life.
Jesus in John chapter 6 explains that he is the Manna, He is the bread from heaven and that he gives life.
Just like the manna in the First Testament gave life Jesus, comes to give us life.
But unlike the manna that needs to be gathered daily or daily bread, Jesus is the bread of life, and through
him, we have eternal life.
Jesus as manna is real food
And we are told that if we eat his flesh and drink his blood, unlike mana from heaven in which Israel ate and
died we can live forever by eating the bread from the heaven, the Bread of Life.
Come to the table of Jesus and may we eat of the bread of life, experience the enough-ness of Jesus
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Week 38|The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost

LIVING WATER
`

THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Jeremiah 23:23-29|Do I not fill heaven and earth?
Psalm 82|Give justice to the poor and the orphan…
Exodus 17:1-7|Give us water to drink…
the|TABLE
If possible, use one of the decorations that has water that flows out of a rock into a pond. If that is
unavailable, simply decorating the table with rocks will help provide the illustration that God does
the impossible!

PRAYER
Loving God, gracious Father,
Fill us with your loving spirit, give us your living water so that we may never thirst.
May we live refreshed in a thirsty world.
May our lives be lived in a way that the thirst world will see that we are refreshed and satisfied living
in your kingdom.
Teach us to walk and live in humility, love, and grace
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
Water is probably one of the most important things in life, and most of us live in a constant state of
dehydration.
Thirst
True thirst leads to desperation. It leads to desperation so great you would drink from a mud puddle.
I think that is at the point that the Israelites were in Exodus 17. They had been moving, around for a
long time, but there was no water to drink. It was probably hot, dusty, and they were probably getting
to that point of desperation. They got tired and grumpy, so they complained to Moses: “give us water.”
God then instructs Moses to take his staff and strike the walk giving the people water.
Because we are studying how to find Jesus in the First Testament, you all probably know now that
Jesus is the Rock and the Water.
Take a look at:
1 Corinthians 10:1-4
John 4:13-14
Jesus is the rock of the Old Testament that provided water
He is the rock that provides us streams of living water.
The lesson that God is teaching us is that trying to live without him is impossible.
We can’t live without water, we try, but in the end, we get so desperate, so thirsty that we are drawn
to him.
We cannot live without him, and when we are without him, we need him so we substitute our need
for him with something that may quench our thirst for the time being, but it hides the fact that we still
need water; we still need him.
There are so many things that push us away or get in our way of being refreshed by God,
So many things that make us dehydrated, thirsty until it takes over and drives us to our knees crying
out to be refreshed by God.
What has been keeping you from God?
What is dehydrating you, making you thirsty?
We do not need to strike a rock now; we have the Holy Spirit to give us the most refreshing water
ever.
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Week 39|The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost

A POINT OF REFERENCE
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 58:9-14|the Lord will guide you continually…
Psalm 103:1-8|Let all that I am praise the Lord…
Exodus 20:1-19|the Ten Commandments…
the|TABLE
Decorate the Table with a single candle and the Sacraments. If you have a representation of the Ten
Commandments, they might be a good representation of the words for today.

PRAYER
Most merciful God have mercy on us.
Loving God help us to love you with our whole being.
God Most High, may the way we live exalt you and bring glory to you and your Kingdom.
God Almighty, go on before us we ask, and protect us.
God, our Provider, provide for us.
God our Banner lead us from and deliver us from all evil.
God, our Healer, heal us.
You are the Lord of Peace.
You are the King of Kings.
You are the Lord of Lords.
We praise and exalt you
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Let’s look at another example of Christ in the First Testament. It is found in Exodus 20
We know that these are the Ten Commandments.
This was hard for me to equate to Jesus, and I thought about not including it, but I felt that I need to
show everything, whether I agree with it or not.
But how is the Ten Commandments a breadcrumb leading us to Jesus?
Years ago we lived in Okinawa, Japan. They drive on the other side of the road like they do in the UK.
The steering wheel is on the other side of the car and driving there is easy because there are other
traffic and the signs that guide you on your journey, so while you are driving there, it is easy.
After I had been there a while, I had to take a trip back to the US. After thirty hours of traveling, we
finally get to the hotel. Unfortunately, the next day we had to get up around two in the morning to be
out doing something. On the way, we stopped at a gas station near the hotel to get supplies. I was
driving, and we were jet lagging. It was early in the morning, and there was no traffic, and all of us in
the car were from Okinawa. I pulled out of the gas station, just like I was in Okinawa and because
there were no other cars, or no references, no signs out there in the dark, I was lost, I did not know I
was wrong. Eventually, a car was coming, and we figured it out; I finally had a reference that showed
me I was on the wrong side of the road.
The Ten Commandments are like that. They are a reference point. They show us how desperately we
need God; we wouldn’t know that we needed God without those reference points.
You could say that the Ten Commandments show us right and wrong. Jesus came to fulfill this law.
It has been said that the Ten Commandments are the schoolmaster.
Let me read that in the KJV first
Galatians 3:24-26 (KJV)
Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith
comes, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus
Galatians 3:24-26 ESV says it this way:
The law was our guardian until Christ came so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are
no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.
The Ten Commandments turn out to be a pretty big breadcrumb!
Let them point you in the right direction.
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Week 40|The Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

ATONEMENT
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 112|How joyful are those who fear the Lord…
John 12:1-7|She did this in preparation for my burial…
Hebrews 13:1-16|The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid…

the|TABLE
The Day of Atonement would be a great day to hold baptism! Decorate the Table with linen and if
you are able to lay on top of the linen that covers the Table, linen strips. Scholars believe that
spikenard was what was used to anoint Jesus. By all accounts, it smells like a gym locker. But the
object lesson of the anointing of oil is important. Using olive oil or oil with frankincense and myrrh
will provide enough smell to engage the sense of smell.

PRAYER
O Lord, we give our lives to you.
We trust in you, my God!
Show me the right path, O Lord; point out the road for us to follow.
Lead us by your truth and teach us.
Please remember us in the light of your unfailing love, for you are merciful, O Lord.
For the honor of your name O Lord, forgive our many, many sins.
Have mercy on us! (Psalm 25)
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Leviticus Chapter 16 is where we find the next breadcrumb.
Once again this is one of those stories in the Bible that is so rich with metaphor that most just see it
as an ancient ceremony, but it is one of the most obvious breadcrumbs now that our minds are ready
to recognize it.
Jesus is the Day of Atonement.
The Day of Atonement was the one day a year that the High Priest would go into the Holy of Holies.
Leviticus 16 tells us about the ritual and ceremony that took place for Aaron to prepare for the Day
of Atonement. Leviticus 16:4 describes the linen garments that he must wear, and then God says that
the garments are sacred and so Aaron, and eventually each High Priest must bathe before putting on
the garments.
Jesus, a week beforehand was cleansed, his body washed.
John 12: Jesus was washed by Mary who took a pound of fragrant oil, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped
His feet with her hair.
Everything that Jesus did on that Day of Atonement mirrored the actions of the High Priest on the
Day of Atonement except he was not bathed in a purifying bath on that day, he was bathed in blood
and spit.
Aaron and the other High Priests performed the elaborate ceremony of sacrificing the goat for the
sins of all the people. When the ceremony was over the High Priest would say “it is finished.”
John records Jesus’ last words in John 19:30 as being “it is finished.”
While the Bible is silent about this, I am pretty sure that every Jew watching Jesus’ crucifixion would
have understood that phrase and its meaning.
When Jesus declared it is finished, he as our High Priest and our sacrifice once and for all ended the
need for a sacrificial system
There is one more detail:
Leviticus 16 says that when Aaron was done with this atonement ceremony, he was to take off his
linen. When the apostles Peter and John rushed to the empty tomb, what did they find? Just linens.
This story, while the workings of it are horrible, is a beautiful story of God’s love and redemption.
Jesus acting out the Day of Atonement, for our sins humbles me, challenges me,
This breadcrumb is huge
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Week 41|The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

LOOK TO THE CROSS
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 139:1-17|Lord you have searched me out and known me…
Psalm 1|For the Lord watches over the path of the godly…
Numbers 21:4-9|look at the bronze snake and be healed…
the|TABLE
Decorate the Table with multiple crosses of different sizes and shapes.

PRAYER
Lord, purify us from our sins so that we will be clean;
wash us, so that we will be whiter than snow.
Give us back our joy, now let us rejoice.
Remove our stains of guilt.
Create in us a clean heart, O God
Renew a loyal spirit in us.
Let us remain in your presence and keep your Holy Spirit near us.
Restore us to the joy of your salvation.
Help us to teach your ways to those that do not know you so that they will return to you.
O God who saves us, we praise you.
We sing for joy of your forgiveness forever. (Psalm 51)
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Symbols are one thing that means another. A letter like the letter B is a symbol to us; it is a symbol
for a sound, when we put other symbols or sounds together they form words, words form sentences,
sentences form paragraphs and paragraphs stories,
What are some of the symbols in your life?
What are some of the most powerful symbols in your life?
What are some of the most powerful symbols in our culture?
Today the breadcrumbs we are following take us to the book of Numbers
There are two breadcrumbs today but are the same symbol. One is very subtle one is not.
The first is found in Numbers 2.
Here we read God’s specific instructions on how the tribes of Israel are to set up camp around the
Tabernacle. It is hard to picture in our minds simply from reading about it, but if you look up a picture
of the tribes of Israel and the way the camped, you will find that the nation of Israel camped in the
shape of a cross.
The second one is found in Numbers 2, specifically Numbers 21:4-9.
This one we know more about, and it is a bit more obvious. The mental picture is easier to picture
with that of staff and a bronze serpent being attached to the staff, forming a cross. When those who
were bit and dying looked to the staff and the serpent they would live.
Jesus told us in John 12:32 that when he was lifted up from the earth (on the cross or into the clouds
at his ascension) that he would draw everyone to himself. If you think about it, the snakes were
infecting the people of Israel with poison, and it was killing them, just like sin infects us and kill us.
The symbol of the cross to us is powerful. It is the symbol of God’s love, Christ’s sacrifice, his
suffering our forgiveness.
For each of us, it means something perhaps it is more of a symbol for grace and mercy to some,
For some, it may be more about forgiveness
But to all it is salvation. The cross, in Jesus' time, was revolting, terrible, horrid, but now it is a beautiful
symbol of salvation, grace, and love.
It stood for death, and now it stands for life.
The cross, that stood, on a hill far away,
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Week 42|The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost

DELIVERER
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 51:1-11|Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Psalm 14|The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all…
Acts 3:22|Listen carefully to everything he tells you…
the|TABLE
Decorate the Table with multiple loaves and cups. Ask families or groups to serve another group or
family. They will then hand the Sacraments to those they served, who will then serve another group
or family, and so on until all are served.

PRAYER
Almighty God, who has given your only Son
to be both a sacrifice for sin and to be an example of godly life:
give us grace that we may always thankfully receive his gift of love and salvation.
May we daily follow in the blessed steps of his most holy life;
through your Son Jesus the Christ, our Lord
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit
One God now and forever.28
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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Deuteronomy means the second law or second law-giving.
The time frame of this book is that the nation of Israel has nearly reached the end of its 40years of
wandering. Moses is almost to the end of his life. We had mentioned before that Moses was a type or
a breadcrumb of Jesus. It is hard to fathom Moses being a type or a breadcrumb of Jesus; a
foreshadow. But when you look at the evidence, it is then harder to not fathom it.
So let’s look at the evidence.
First look in Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Then in Acts 3:22
Did you notice the similarities?
There are a lot of similarities that perhaps we have not noticed or thought of before.
Moses was also seen as a savior to Israel, a deliverer.
Most of the book of John is an argument that Jesus is better than Moses, similar but Jesus is the real
Messiah, the better Messiah.
What does all this have to do with us today?
It is a good question that is hard to answer.
Perhaps this will help. Recently I was in a conversation with someone that mentioned how much they
like the movie Wonder Woman. Because I liked the movie as well, I asked if they had noticed the final
battle scene when she came back to earth like hanging on a cross.
The idea was that she was a form of a messiah, and we talked back and forth about that, and the other
person talked about getting goosebumps!
I think that is what the similarities between Jesus and Moses are supposed to give us goosebumps
It is kind of like, okay, God, I see what you did there. It is taking something familiar to us and
explaining God with it.
It’s kind of like when you smell a smell that takes you back to your childhood
Or that rush, that feeling you get when you meet an old friend that you haven’t seen in years.
It gives us the ability to show people God who is already there.
It gives us the ability to read scripture and have a picture, an understanding that maybe we would not
have without the breadcrumbs.
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Week 43|The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

JEHOVAH IS SAVIOR
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 113|praise the Name of the Lord…
1 Timothy 2:1-7|There is one God…
Joshua 1:9|For the Lord, your God is with you wherever you go…
the|TABLE
Place Kraft paper or butcher block paper on the Table and supply markers and pencils.
As the community comes to the Table to partake of the Sacraments, ask them to write down the
name of God that is most meaningful to them.

PRAYER
Give us grace, O Lord, Our Savior Jesus the Christ.
Give us the strength to go and proclaim the Good News of your salvation to the world.
May the whole world see your glory and your love.
May the whole world see your light as it pushes back the darkness.
May the whole world experience your peace
May the whole world be immersed in you the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI

113

WORDS
Joshua.
Joshua means “Jehovah is Savior” or simply Jesus.
Joshua is seen then as a type of savior, but he also served as a warrior and led the Israelites into battle.
There are many other nuances to this bread crumb...but Joshua is a type, a foreshadow of Jesus and
Jesus’ life typified by the life of Joshua, a great warrior; a savior.
Not only is Jesus’ life typified, but Jesus appears in Joshua.
You might want to argue that Jesus did not show up until he was born in Bethlehem, but that is not
the case. Jesus has appeared before his incarnation, and he has appeared in the First Testament more
than once. These appearances are called theophanies, but more accurately, this is a Christophany!
The scene is the army is on the battlefield camping at Gilgal. They observe the Passover (this should
be a big hint), and they eat the bread (hint) and the day after the mana ceased, and they ate from the
crops of the land. Joshua, as the leader, goes to do a recon of Jericho. As he nears the city, he looks
up and sees a man standing in front of him with his sword drawn. Joshua walks up to him and asks
him if he is for them or against them. And the man says he has “now come as a commander of the
Lord’s Army.” Notice it was now I have come, like this time I have come to do this, which indicates
that he had come before in different ways.
Joshua immediately bows in worship and asks the Lord what he would like Joshua to do and the Lord
said take off your shoes for this place is holy ground, and the Bible says Joshua did.
Of course, we know what happened to Jericho. This is exciting! It is different seeing this picture of
Jesus as a warrior. That is not a typical version or picture of the way we see Jesus most of the time
with the kids or the sheep.
Have you ever wondered why? Why did Jesus appear like this? What was so important about this
particular instance that God himself needed to take on bodily form and come to earth. What is this
story telling us?? My theory is goosebumps: God is using all of these appearances these breadcrumbs
to give us goosebumps.
Movie trailers get us excited about the movie. God is getting us excited about our new home!
God uses the whole world; God uses the things that excite us, that make us mad, that give us the joy
to be able to show the world who he is.
That is what the breadcrumbs are for: to give us goosebumps.
May our lives be filled with goosebumps.
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Week 44|The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost

DELIVERER AND SAVIOR
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 91:1-16|He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High abides under the shadow of the Almighty…
Psalm 146|Let all that I am praise the Lord…
1 Corinthians 15:57|thanks be to God…
the|TABLE
Place Kraft paper or butcher block paper on the Table and supply markers and pencils. As the
community comes to the Table to partake of the Sacraments, ask them to write down what they are
most thankful for from God.

PRAYER
God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus the Christ, we ask that you give us spiritual wisdom.
We pray Lord for insight so that we may grow in our knowledge of you.
We pray that our hearts will be flooded with light so that we can understand the confident hope you
have given to us, your called and holy people.
We pray that we may understand the incredible greatness of your power that is so great that it has
raised Jesus from the dead! (Ephesians 1:17-19)
With that power, may we turn the world upside down in your name!
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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Judges picks up where the book of Joshua left off. In chapter two, we read of the death of Joshua at
the age of 110. Sadly, though, we learn that a generation after Joshua’s death did not know the Lord
or what he had done for Israel. They had forgotten
Judges 2:11 says that the Israelites did what is evil in the sight of the Lord. They started worshipping
other gods; God got angry and let people raid them as a form of punishment. Then God raised up
judges who saved them from the enemies that were attacking them.
There was this pattern of forgetting, rebellion, the Lord’s retribution, and then a period of rest only
for Israel to forget and repeat everything, like the movie Groundhog Day.
God then raised up Judges to help the Israelites. The title ‘Judge’ is a bit misleading for our modern
ears. When we hear the word ‘Judge,’ it is not a judge sitting on a bench passing judgments. We need
to have in our minds, a warrior, a military leader, or a champion.
It is hard to fathom that God raised up the people he did to be judges. They were cowards, assassins,
outcasts. Samson was a hero, but he had issues as well.
Judges reads like a Quentin Tarantino film, gross and disgusting. The sin and idolatry are hard to read.
But God kept the book of Judges in the Bible for a reason, and the reason is that there is a lesson here
that points to Jesus. Those judges, those people that God used, were flawed, messed up, broken, sinful
men and women.
But those men and women who filled the office of a judge were used by the Lord.
Those other two words for judge: Deliver and Savior.
These men and women were deliverers and saviors of the nation of Israel.
They also serve as the breadcrumbs, pointing to Jesus.
The breadcrumb is that out of broken humanity, a savior; a deliverer came.
God came to earth, Immanuel God with us lived among us and from among us rose upon the cross
and delivered us and saved us. Christ is our true deliverer. He is our Savior from sin, punishment, and
defeat.
So, what? I think the lesson for us is that when we are faced with mass shootings, and other horrible
things that people do to other people, dealing with terrible people, those broken, shattered lives. God
can use them.
And I also think when we see those around us falling into the pattern of Israel, forgetting what he is
done for us.
Our job is to help them remember by being Jesus to them.
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Week 45|The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost

KINSMAN REDEEMER
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 37:1-10|Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him…
Psalm 23|My cup overflows with blessings…
Ruth 3:9|…you are my family redeemer…
the|TABLE
Ask the community to bring family photos in frames and place them around the Table. The goal is
to focus on the importance of family much like the importance of family found in Ruth. However,
placing family pictures on the Table might mislead some.

PRAYER
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus the Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ.
Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in
his eyes.
We praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his Son.
God is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and
forgave our sins. He has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding.
(Ephesians 1:3-8)
Because of his gift and his grace, we thank you, Lord, our God, our Savior.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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If there is any book of the Bible that could be made into a movie rather easily that book is Ruth. Ruth
is a great story, and I believe it is rather easy to see Jesus in this book.
The book of Ruth opens with letting us know there was a famine in the land and with an introduction
to Naomi, who is Ruth’s mother-in-law. Naomi had a husband and two sons; the sons had wives
named Orpah and Ruth. The men all died leaving Naomi and her two daughters-in-law. They had
nothing, and so Naomi told the daughters-in-law to find a new husband, go and live because staying
there meant dying.
Orpha left and went back to her family, her people and Ruth, loyally stayed with Naomi. So that they
could live, they went to a town called Bethlehem. (the town of bread)
It was there that they came up with the plan to catch the attention of Boaz, who was their closest
relative or their Kinsman. The role of kinsman-redeemer is found in Leviticus 25, in the case of an
Israelite man’s death in which he fails to leave behind a son, the brother of the deceased man is
commanded to take his widow as wife and both redeem the land and provide a son to carry on the
deceased father’s name.
This is Boaz’s position as indicated by Naomi (Ruth 2:20), it is because of this position that Ruth asks
Boaz for help. Because Boaz is kind, he offers to help Ruth, but he tells her that it is not his
responsibility since he is not the nearest kinsman-redeemer (Ruth 3:12).
Boaz, however, does become the kinsman-redeemer.
As you can probably figure out that we are, or the world is Ruth and Jesus is Boaz.
Jesus is our Kinsman-Redeemer.
The Christian definition of redemption is being saved from our sins and evil.
And with his blood, we know that is exactly what Christ did for us.
But that is not the end of the story, because the story of Ruth is our story.
We are not observers in the story. We are participants. We are part of the redemption story. We benefit
from the redemption of our Kinsman-Redeemer and participate in that act of redemption as well.
We are to be redeemers to our family, our friends, our community, our world.
No, not the atonement of sins. Our lives are to be about making everything better and more
acceptable.
When we see something wrong, we are supposed to make it better or at least help make it better
May we go and make everything better
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Week 46|The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost

KING
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 111|The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…
Psalm 66:1-11|How awesome are your deeds…
1 Samuel 16:12-13|this is the one; anoint him…
the|TABLE
Decorate the Table in purple cloth to signify King David and King Jesus.

PRAYER
Lord God, our King.
We are a people that are not used to living in a kingdom
We do not live under a king.
Therefore, Lord, it is difficult for us to bow our knees and our hearts to you;
It is difficult for us to live under the rule of a king.
So then God, our Lord, and our King,
Give us your Holy Spirit, teach us to bow our hearts, and our knees to you.
Show us your goodness, your kindness, and your grace
Show us how to live in your Kingdom.
Teach us to live in your ways.
Our Lord, our God, our King
Amen
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Our breadcrumbs for today are found in First and Second Samuel.
The time of the Judges over Israel was coming to an end. Samuel was growing old, so he appointed his sons
as judges over Israel (1 Samuel 8), but they were crooked, and Scripture says they perverted justice.
The nation of Israel went to Samuel and said that the nation wanted a King; they did not want judges. This
meant that the people no longer wanted to be a theocracy; they now wanted to subject themselves to a king.
Saul was anointed, King. That went okay for a little while, but Saul failed as a leader, and So God sends Samuel
to find the new king.
Samuel went to Bethlehem and met with a man named Jesse, and Jesse shows all of his sons to Samuel with
hopes of one of them becoming king.
However, it was the youngest, the one tending the sheep, the shepherd whom God calls to be king, which
surprised everyone.
We know this young shepherd boy killed a giant and became King, and his name was David.
Not only will David and Jesus be related, but many things in their lives are very similar.
David is one of the most well-known Biblical figures.
He is the author of most of the Psalms,
He wrote some very prophetic ones and some very worshipful ones.
We know that he was not perfect, but he sought God and was a good king
So what is the lesson for us other than the breadcrumb of Jesus’ great, great, great, really great grandfather?
God can take a shepherd boy and make him a King
And he can make some terrible mistakes
But still, be a man after God’s own heart.
God takes us from where we are at and takes us to places we never thought we could go

120

Week 47|The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost

FELLOWSHIP
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Genesis 32:22-31|for I have seen God face to face…
Psalm 121|My help comes from the Lord…
John 13:35|Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples…

the|TABLE
Use this Sunday to focus on fellowship. If possible, have an Agape Meal and then partake of the
Sacraments. Decorate the Table with pictures of your community fellowshipping and interacting
with each other.

PRAYER
Lord, we ask that you teach us to live in fellowship with you and with others.
Holy Spirit, we ask for your strength to be given to us so that we can look past our problems and
issues and focus on this community and fellowship as one body in Jesus’ name.
May we take true joy in the company of one another.
May we be devoted to one another, to the words of God, to fellowship and to sharing of meals and
the Lord’s Supper. May we always remember to pray for one another, may we never neglect to meet
and provide for one another as needed.
We ask to be in fellowship Lord like you are in fellowship with one another, the Holy Trinity.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
One thing that we read about Jesus doing a lot of eating. He spent a lot of time at the table eating and
visiting with friends and having conversations about God.
One forgotten aspect of the church is fellowship.
The first churches had a meal before they celebrated the Eucharist, but modern churches will barely
have a potluck. Sure, some will serve coffee, but that is about it.
Fellowship is a spiritual discipline, much like praying, but we miss the importance of it.
Honestly, think about it, we start in the garden of Eden, and we eat an apple,
Israel is delivered from Egypt’s slavery and oppression. What did they do the night of the Passover?
They ate a lamb.
Jesus’ first miracle? Wine at a party.
Jesus eats the last supper with his disciples and gives us communion, the Lord’s Supper, (eating)
Jesus eats with the guys on the road to Emmaus, and it is not until then they see Him as Jesus.
Jesus showed Himself to the disciple when they were doing what? It is when they are eating.
Then in the end of Revelation, we get to eat with Jesus at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.
Not convinced fellowship is important yet??
The first church was devoted to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship and sharing meals. They met
in people's homes, and they shared meals, and they shared all that they had with those in need.
(Acts 2:42-47)
That is how the first church did fellowship. But remember fellowship, community, communion is not
just with God; it is with other humans. We all understand fellowship with God is important; we can
understand how prayer is an important part of fellowshipping with God.
Fellowship is a proclamation that we are one people in Christ.
Christian fellowship transcends race, class, and gender
Here is another food metaphor: everyone wants fresh, authentic, and organic food, but we also want
that of our church as well, but what we want is to also belong to the community.
We are designed to be better together.
We are designed by God to be in fellowship.
Millions of people do not gather in a city when a tennis or golf star when's a championship
But they do when their team wins!
It is when we who were strangers come together, that is where people experience God.
Through our fellowship and unity, we can help the world have hope.
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Week 48|The Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost

THE SON OF MAN
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Joel 2:23-32|rejoice in the Lord your God…
Psalm 65|You are the hope of everyone on earth…
Revelation 1:5-8|Look! He comes with the clouds of heaven.
the|TABLE
Decorate the Table with white linen, a gold table runner (golden sash) and a menorah or two with
candles lit (lampstands), or as many candles as you can get.

PRAYER
Bend down, O Lord, and hear my prayer;
Answer us, for we need your help.
Protect us, for we are devoted to you.
Save us, for we serve you and trust you.
You are our God.
Be merciful to us, O Lord, for we are calling on you constantly.
Give us happiness, O Lord, for we give ourselves to you.
O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask for help.
Listen to our prayers, O Lord; hear our urgent cries. (Psalm 86)
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
Today the Bible will transport us out of the past and present and into the future...to see the future
bread crumbs, the future images of Jesus.
The first future image is found in Revelation Chapter 1
There are a lot of images that depict Jesus, as described in Revelation, chapter one. Most images that
you will find online are kind of cheesy; it may be better to let one's imagination work and not provide
an image for the community.
John is in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and he is shown a revelation of what is to come.
He hears a voice like a trumpet blast and turns.
And there before him are seven gold lampstands, a symbol of seven churches. Is someone like the
Son of Man or Jesus.
John then gives some vivid images of Jesus.
This whole group of imagery and symbols that are portrayed here in Revelation; this whole scene is a
culmination of symbols that occur in the first testament.
They are scenes from Daniel and Ezekiel, the high priest from Exodus.
All of this, all these images are to present the risen Jesus as the greatest conceivable figure, using
biblical imagery, that any mind could conceive.
In a world before books, TV, Superman, the Avengers, a Hulk, and X Men, the image here was the
most powerful, and as we see from John falling to the ground as dead.
The most terrifying image that a mind could conceive.
Now for the so what.
Remember we are looking for Jesus' presence everywhere in the Bible.
We see him here in Revelation.
The images we explored today are powerful and terrifying. Even within those terrible images, we find
hope.
With this hope before us may we go and be Jesus to the world.
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Week 49|The Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost

RETURN
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4|I stand at my watch post…
Psalm 32 |rejoice in the Lord and be glad…
Revelation 22:17-21|the Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”
the|TABLE
Decorate the table in one of two ways: first, put bottles of water on the Table so that the community
can take the water home with them as a reminder of the lesson today, “Let anyone who desires drink
freely from the water of life…”(Revelation 22:17) Second, put various fruits, vegetables, and snacks on
the table to represent a great feast but to let the community take the food with them as a reminder
that we are to take God into the world.

PRAYER
Teach us your ways, O Lord.
That we may live according to your truth!
Grant us purity of heart so that we may honor you.
With all our heart, I will praise you, O Lord our God.
We will give glory to your name forever, for your love for us is very great.
You have rescued us from the depths of death!
Look down and have mercy on us.
Give your strength to us your servants,
Save us, Lord, (Psalm 86)
Amen!

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
This week’s breadcrumb is found in Revelation 19:11-16.
This is Jesus riding returning on a white horse to end evil for all time.
He will conquer and rule the world and be the King of all Kings and Lord of All Lords
This imagery has lots of meaning!
The white horse rode only by victors, conquerors!
The robe dipped in blood, the important title then is the Word of God.
A sword comes out of his mouth
Armies follow him.
There is one very interesting image. I would like to point out… and that is the image of on his robe
at his thigh was written King of all Kings and Lord of all lords
A lot of folks have drawn pictures, and others have said that it is his name on ahis robe. This would
be consistent with Roman Culture of the time, but with the title being written on the shoulder of the
horse.
However, there is another possibility
Jesus being a Jew, would be wearing a Tallit or a Jewish prayer shawl.
Orthodox Jewish men today still wear them under their clothes
The tassels will stick out from their shirts.
And those tassels have knots that spell out the name of God.
If the Tallit fits right, the tassels will hit you on your thigh.
For me, if I were a Jew, that would provide me with a lot of hope!
Once again, this imagery is something that you could spiritualize and try and find a meaning for each
part of the image.
But it is best to take away from this that the imagery is all bits of the First Testament breadcrumbs of
Jesus put together to for the scariest imagery that a person at that time could imagine!
The good news: We may see that picture of Jesus, but he will not be coming for us; it will not be our
blood his robe is dipped in!
From Genesis to Revelation, Jesus is in every part of it.
God loves us so much that he wants to make sure we hear the story!
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Week 50|The Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost

CHRIST
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Haggai 1:15-2:9|I am with you, says the Lord of hosts.
Psalm 145:1-5|I will exalt you, my God and King
Philippians 2:1-11|be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves…
the|TABLE
This Sunday of the Church calendar will typically be near the American Thanksgiving Day holiday.
Decorating the Table like a cornucopia would add to the holiday; however, in this week’s Homily,
the community learns about humility. Perhaps place the Sacraments upon the Table.

PRAYER
Praise the LORD who has given rest to his people, just as he promised. Not one word has failed of
all the wonderful promises he gave through his servants. May the LORD our God be with us as he
was with our ancestors; may he never leave us or abandon us. May he give us the desire to do his
will in everything and to obey all the commands, decrees, and regulations that he gave our
ancestors. And may these words that we have prayed in the presence of the LORD be before him
constantly, day and night, so that the LORD our God may give justice to us his people, according to
each day’s needs. Then people all over the earth will know that the LORD alone is God, and there is
no other. And may we be completely faithful to the LORD our God. May we always obey his decrees
and commands. (1 Kings 8:56-61)
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
When you look in the mirror, do you look like Jesus?
There are so many passages in the Bible that tell us to be like Christ, to let the light of Christ shine in
us, to let the mind of Christ be in us. We are told to be disciples of Christ and to make people disciples
of Christ. When we look at Scripture, it is impossible not to see that we are to be like Jesus in our
lives, our thoughts, and our actions.
But the question is how much of what we do in our attempt to be like Christ and to act like Christ to
other people not really about Christ, but really about making sure we look like a good Christian to
everyone else.
Paul asks this question in Galatians 1:10, “am I now seeking the favor of men or God? And then he says “if
I am trying to please men, I am not a servant to Christ.”
We are called to be like Christ
The passage I want to use to illustrate this point is found in Philippians chapter 2.
Let’s look at verse five where it says: “Your attitude should be the same that Christ Jesus had, though he was
God, he did not demand and cling to his rights as God, He made himself nothing”. Think about that, Jesus was
God, but he did not demand his right to be God, he was able to step up and claim the throne of Israel,
but didn’t, he came not to be served but to serve.
So what about looking like Jesus?
For years I thought what it meant to be like Jesus was to be right, to tell people they were wrong, and
they had to stop doing this and start doing that, and they were sinners who needed Jesus…
I thought that to be like Jesus I had to preach impressive sermons displaying my knowledge of Greek
and Hebrew and using impressive words to show off how well I knew God’s word
I can remember looking for people to help so that I would be able to impress them.
I read books on counseling so I could counsel couples, but my motives were not pure.
Then I began to see
That fruit is more important than gifts
Love is more important than faith, and remember faith, hope, and love, the greater of these is love. (1
Corinthians 13) I think that instead of saying you may be the only Bible people may read, we may be
the only Jesus people see.
Think about ways that you can be Jesus to the world.
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Week 51|The Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost

COMMUNITY
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 65:17-25|for I am about to create a new heaven and a new earth…
Psalm 122|I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Acts 2:42-47|a deep sense of awe came over them all…

the|TABLE
White Christmas lights are almost perfect for decorating the Table.

PRAYER
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church,
Being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit,
may show forth your power among all peoples,
to the glory of your Name;
through Jesus the Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.29
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI

29

Episcopal Church., The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the Sacraments and Other Rites
and Ceremonies of the Church : Together with the Psalter or Psalms of David, According to the Use of the
Episcopal Church. 233.
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WORDS
Before the Homily, pass out little pieces of clay to the community.
Ask a volunteer to come to the front and on a table ask them to make something the community could use out of the
clay that each person would bring to them as the community partook of the Sacraments.
It is well worth the work!
The word church recalls so many different things. So many different styles, old, new, fancy, cool,
modern.
But most of the time what comes to mind is a building,
However, if you ask people, they will say that the church is a building or a denomination.
The church is not a building,
Church is not a denomination
not about the preacher
not about music
not about a program
not about ministries.
not about where you are for an hour on Sundays
not a thing you do
Here is what the Bible says about church:
Ephesians 1:23- The church is His body; it is filled by Christ, who fills everything, everywhere with His presence.
Ephesians 2:19-22-We are His house, we are joined together...becoming a holy temple.
Ephesians 4:4-15-We are all one body, we have the same spirit, we have all been called to the same glorious future.
We all have been given a gift; we are to use that gift.
We all have a part we all have special work to do to help other parts grow so that the whole body is healthy and growing
and full of love.
1 Peter 2:5- God is building you as living stones into His spiritual temple.
Church is a group of people that come together we are the Body, the Bride of Christ…
There must be love, family-like love, put up with uncle frank love, care for one another love giving to
one another as the need arises love.
.
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Week 52|The Last After Pentecost: Christ the King

SABBATH
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 46|be still then, and know that I am God…
Psalm 100|worship the Lord with gladness…
Genesis 2:1-4|and God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy…
the|TABLE
Decorate the table with only the Sacraments

PRAYER
The LORD is our shepherd; we have all that we need.
He lets us rest in green meadows; he leads us beside peaceful streams.
He renews our strength.
He guides us along the right paths, bringing honor to his name.
Even when we walk through the darkest valley,
we will not be afraid, for you are close beside us.
Your rod and your staff protect and comfort us.
You prepare a feast for us in the presence of our enemies.
You honor us by anointing our head with oil.
Our cups overflow with blessings.
Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue us all the days of our lives,
and we will live in the house of the Lord forever. (Psalm 23)
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE GLORIA PATRI
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WORDS
We are going to look at a spiritual discipline that is probably the most overlooked and even ignored
spiritual disciplines. It is a spiritual discipline that has been around before we had scriptures, even
before we met in churches.
We know that Jesus practiced this spiritual discipline, but he sometimes got in trouble when we didn’t
meet others’ expectations of what this spiritual discipline should look like. This spiritual discipline is
probably the first spiritual discipline and is found in Genesis and is part of the Commands that God
gave us.
Do you keep the Ten Commandments?
Do you keep all the Ten Commandments?
Do you think we as Christians should keep the Ten Commandments?
Do we even know what the Ten Commandments are? Do we remember them?
They are found Exodus 20
There is a very powerful spiritual discipline in the ten commandments. Did you catch it?
It is also found in Genesis 2: On the seventh day, God had finished his work of creation, so he rested.
And God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy because it was when he rested from all of His
creation
The Sabbath is so important that In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus is called the Lord of the Sabbath.
Probably what messes us up is the word Sabbath, we relate that to the Jewish observance of Sabbath,
or Shabbat Sabbath is the seventh day, it comes from the word that means to stop or cease, so Jesus
is the Lord of stopping and ceasing.
Or better still...Jesus is the Lord of Rest.
Our culture has rejected the Sabbath; it has rejected then Jesus as Lord of the Sabbath. We are so
overworked, worn out and tired. We are just so busy. We are a society that honors busy-ness and
being busy. It is because we have placed a premium on time and on being busy; it is as if we feel that
we are more successful or more appreciated if we are busy.
But that is so wrong and goes against God’s will for us.
Now is the time to rebel against culture, to rage against the machine to stand up to all that sucks our
time away from us, that which is keeping our focus off of God, that busyness…
It is time to say no
It is time to practice that spiritual discipline
It is time to follow God’s will and Christ's example and just STOP
And rest.
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