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MEMORIAL to

Levi T Pemnington —
(Roed at Nortiwest Yearly lMeeting memorial observance, July 23, 1975)

mr.mmu.mtmmorwrmconmmw
March 17, 1975, at the age of 99. He would have beem 100 on August 29,

Levi Pennington served as president of Pacific College, now George Fox
Collage, from 1911 to 1941, the langest temure of any Oregon president, Penningtom
Hall on campus, comstructed in 1962 as the first structure in the 1960's tuilding
period, was named for Dr, Pernington and his wife, Rebecca.

Levi Pennington warked with a mmber of charch and civic argmdzations. These
included the American Friends Service Comulttee since its begimming in 1917, the
Rational Council for Prevention of War, Nationsl iducation Associastion, and the Heifer
Project (for overseas relief). Dr. Pennington was one of the organizers of the Friends
Committee for Natitmal Legislation, and while taking leave of absence from Pecific
Gonebammﬁvedmctorofm:dlhvmtof&ieldsinﬂmicafurtvoyaers.
He served repeatedly as president of the Associstion of Independent Colleges of Orcgon
and was a Chemtaugqus and Lyceum lecturer for years. He served for nine years as Clerk
of Horthwest Yearly Meeting. Since his retirement he contimied to serve these
organizations and others, including the Herbert Hoover Foundation of Oregon,

Three books of verse, 4l Kinds of Weather, Variable Winds, and Vagrant Breezss,
as well as an sutobiographieal volume, Remblins Recollections of Ninety Happy Years, are
products of his writing talents, all written in recent years.

Humbered among his many friends were such prominent names as President Herbert Hoover,
evangelist Billy Sunday, and lyric tenor Roland Hayes, Hp wes widely knowm and respected
in the United States, Canade, ani England.

Emett Gulley, a colleague of Levi Pennington and a former George Fox College
president, wrote:

“Few men of our time have had the ability and opportunity to serve God znd men
as did Levi T. Pexnington., Coming fyom Christian parents, he was endowed with a healthy
mind and body and a taste for spiritual and moral values. For nearly 100 yesrs, he used
those qualities in an umisual degree, but he had the unique ability to use his gifts in
practical ways. Hundreds of students will remember him as the person who made it possible
for them to go to college. Thousands of wmmmed lmmgry, and displaced people lived because
Levi Pennington was instrumentsl in helping to send food, medicines, seed, and heifers and
other animals for relief of lmmger. His efforts for peace and his struggle against the use
of liguor were mommmental. Few people have surpassed him in their efforts to help people
who were in need."
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Levi 7. Pennington memorial statement - page 2

At the close of Friends Church moming wership at Hewberg, Devi Pemnington often
geve the closing prayer. On December 30, 1973, he was led to sing the following
benediction without accoapaniment:

Shortly before his death, lLevi Pexmington taped a redio program in the offics of
President Da¥id LeShapn, Iisten to his reply to the gquesiion: ™What ldnd of edvice
would you give to young people of todsy?"

(Bob Giamore will run tape at this paint)
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