i,

GEORGE Fox

UNIVERSITY Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Western Evangelical Seminary Theses Western Evangelical Seminary
5-1955

General Principles of Child Evangelism with Special Reference to
the Age Group Six to Twelve

Albert Gackle

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/wes_theses

b Part of the Christianity Commons


http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/wes_theses
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/wes
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/wes_theses?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Fwes_theses%2F404&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1181?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Fwes_theses%2F404&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

GENERAL PRINCIPLFS OF CHILD FVANGELISM
WITH SPECIAL REFFRENCE TO THE AGE GROUP.

SIX TO TWELVE
by

Albert Gackle

A Thesis
Presented to
the Taeulty of the

Viestern Rvengelical Seminery

In Pertial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degres

BACHELOR OF DIVINITY

Portlend 22, Oregon

May, 19565



‘APPROVAL SHFET'

'This thesis has been approved by the following faculty committees'

— /

2Lt I 2 e approvedmay 2o, y9s57

Ma jor Professor:

First Reader: Wﬁﬁi@“ Approved, _b_1¢7, ga, |95
Second Readers’ /A4 /i o =2ray o (b4 Approved, 22147 20, (283

'Professor of Thesis —) L, = ¢«
Forms XAV, /A ANL  Approved )_’ﬁ% VL~




CHAPTER

Te

Tl

Tlle

TABLE OF COUTENTS

I:\ZTRDDUGTIHNoeo..vooooeooﬁo:o.o

~Re Statement Of Problem o s ¢ o o« « © o o & o @

Boe Justifiication For The Study o o o ¢ s o s o
Je Purposes And Objoctbives o o o o & o ¢ o o o
Do Iimitations Of The Study s s o o 5 6 o 3 o
e HMethod OFf Frocedure o o s« o« s o ¢ o s o s o

e TDefinition Of Terms o © o & 5 © © e o © o o

Ge Statement OF -C')rmanization e o e © 6 @ © © o

THE HOME IN RELATIONSHIP 0 CHILD EVANGELISM P

e Introduction e © © ¢ &8 © © 6 ® © 6 © 0 © o
Be Biblical Foundations @ © © © © & @ o o o ©

Ce The Home Today In Reletionship To Child

T‘:V"r‘dl_fgelism e ¢ ¢ 6 6 © € © © ©6 © © © © © ©

Do Hindrances To Child ivengelizetion In The

Homea © 6 »# &6 © o © & © © © © e © © 6 6 © ©

T'e Applied Techniques In The Home Toward Child

A?T’V'ﬂﬁ{.‘.'eliﬁm o e 5 o © o © © © o © ® 6 6 8 0

Fosmlﬂry.ee.ocaoaoooooooe'

THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY AND
CHILD WVANGELISM © ¢ 8 o 0 ©® & @ © © © 0 © ° © ©

Ao Introduction o © ¢ © o 6 06 € © 6 @ ©6 ® 6 o
Be The Place (Of The Sunday School In ¥vanpgelism
Ce The Place Of Fvangelism In The Sunday School

Do The Tescherts Part In Sunday School
.’va&n:-gelism @ & o ¢ © &8 06 o © © & © © & O ©

~.
&

o

i

12

18



CHAPTER PAGSE
o The ‘*’xampl ¢ Of Jesus ® @ e o © 6 0o © © 0 © © ©° ® a7
Fe 8 UNary e o o ¢ ©¢ o 6 o ¢ o o o © o © 8 © o & ¢ © 48

IVe THE RELATION OF LESSON PREPARATION AND PRESENTATION

TO CHILD EVANGELISM ¢ o o o 0 o« o o ¢ © o o o o o o % ¢ 49

As' Imbrodustion " &5 %' s 4 % 44 4 5.9 8 4 ¢ ¢4 & & 49

Be Prayer And Lesson Preparsbiofi ¢ « o o ¢ o 6 o o o 49

Co Study And Lesson Preparation o« ¢ o« ¢ o o o o o » 52

De Class Procedure AMnd Fvenzelism 6 s o 5 5 s o s b 57

Fe Drawing The Net In Sunday School Fvengelism . o 80

Fo SummfTy o o o 6 © o o 6 o © 06 ¢ o6 o a o o & o o o 65 5

Vo ADMINISTRATIVE TECHNIQUES AND CHILD EVANGELISM ¢ o o » 73
Ae Introduction o e » o o o0 o s ¢ 6 s ¢ 6 6 & o o o 73

Be The Work Of The Pastor o o ¢ ¢ o 6 6 ¢ 6 o ¢ o o K]

Ce The Work Of The Superintendent o o s ¢ o ¢ ¢ o & 78

Do Special Days Of Fvangelism o o o ¢ s o s ¢ o o o 80

Fe Special Periods Of Fvengelism e o o ¢ 5 ¢ o o ¢ e 85

Fo BUMOMATY © ¢ o ¢ 0 © 6 0 ¢ 2 o 6 6 o © © o o ° , o0 92

ﬁI. SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS < o ¢ o o o o 94
Ae Conersl Summary e o o o s« ¢ s 0 6 6 & o o 8 © v o 94

g Be Conclusions s o o e o o o o s 6 o6 o o 06 6 ¢ o o & 98
Ce Recommendations For Further Resesrch 6 0o o o o o 105
BIBLIOGRAPHY o 6 s o o o 0 ¢ ¢ o 6 ¢ o s o o s s v o 8 6 o o 108

Y“(‘)".) ’P—S‘I()TFS L ARl LU GRS R OB IS SRR SR B A S PR SR SR I S U SR S IR U G G R 116



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTTION °
he  Statement Of Problem

Facts generally accepted in the field of Christisn Fducation
show that the boy and girl in the age group of six to twelve is
stepping over into another world. Life is becoming very reel to them
and they require the real, the true, and the penuine to satisfy their
longingse. They ere discriminators between faot and fiction and very
frequently note things lonp before they attract the attention of an
adultes Their conscience ig yet tender, the impulse to obey is strong,
and the implicit faith of the earlier years still lingers with them.
It is e time in thelr lives when the conduet is shaped not so much by
what they are taught as by what they have obgerved. Considering these
faets in relebion to the incressed rate of juvenile delinguency and
the great loss in numbers thsat the Sunday School experiences in the
intermediante age group the question was raised in the writer's mind
regarding the evangelization of children in the age gmroup six to
twelve.

The problem, therefore, presented to this study wes: whéfnara
the general principles of evengelism which con be spplied to the age
group six to twelve through the home and the Sunday School? It was
the sssumption of the author thet this problem c=n be solved to a
great extent through the evangelization of the children in the age

group of six to twelvee



Be Justification For The Study

The importance of a study of this nature stems directly Ifrom
the agsertions of the leaders of our nation that the flux of the child
problem cen be stopped end controlled by establishing the family alter
of prayer in the homes of our nation end by the concentrated efforts
of the Sundaey Schoolse Reformatories smd correctional schools have
not succeeded in fulfilling the purpese for which they were estab=
lished, It was rather that in some instances the youths placed in
such institutions have not been corrected bubt they have bacome cone
firmed sdults in eriminal skill for which they were first apprehended.

Statistioal reports have revealed that large sums of money have
been expended in providing reoreational facilities and institutions of
lesrning end treining. These have all contributed to the welfare of
the nation, yet the incfease in the child problem on a percentage
basis is proving that the underlying cause is not primerily a lack of
something to do, or proper training and educstion, but that the cause
ig primarily a moral issue., It is not enough to state the cause and
point a finger et the home or an institution, saying you heve failed,
bqt a workmen must have tools to work with to be effective. And
apain, these tools must be the right kind of toolse Thus, the justi-
fication for this study rests in the assumption that =11 too 1little
hes been accomplished in the neture of this type of work. Wore will
have to be done and put into written forms that can be placed into the
hands of those who teash in our Sunday Schools and into the hends of
the perents of the children ol our country.

It was the intentlon of this study to set forth the underlying .

working prineiple for c¢hild svongelism in the age group of six to




twelve, snd to present some suggested methods and techniques for

epplying this principle,.

Ce Purposes And Objectives

The primery purposes of this study were to determine a philose
ophy of evengelism and to ascertein the general prineiples of child
evanpgelism as applied to the age‘group of six to twelve.

The objectives which guidéd this study weres

le to discover the reletion of the home to child evengelism,

24 to ascertain the relstion of the Sundasy School to child
evangelism,

3¢ to reveal the principles of lesson preparastion and presentae-
tion and their reletion to Sundsy 8chool evengelism, and

4e¢ to point out certain administrative teschniques to be om-
ployed in child evenpgelisma

De Limitations Of The Study

The assertion was made in this study that the morel problem of
our youth can be solved through the evengelization of the children in
the home and in the Sunday School, lMuch depends on Bringing the chile=
dren in the age proup of six to twelve to the point of dealing realige
tically with the metter of sin and yielding their lives to Christ,
Therefore, particular attention has been granted to the basis of evene
gelism in these two institutions, and to the general principles which
cen be applied to this age groupe. There are many related and associ=
ated fields of study thet lend themselves to child evanceiisme Some
of these sres: evangelism through deily wecstion Bible schools; evane
gelism through child camp meetings; evengelism among the physically

and mentally handicapped children, These were considered beyond the



scope of this studye The author felt thet there is a particular
shortage of meterial in the field of evengelism of the age group of

six to twelve.

Ee lMethod Of Procedure

Seripture references end passages cited in this dissertation
were taken from the asuthorized version of the Bible. Other material
used was derived from books, periocdicals, tracts and pamphlets, a
child evangelism conference, c¢lass notes, and personal interviews with
men end women dedicated to C(od with years of experience in the field,
The doeumentery research was conducted in the libraries of Western
fivangelical Seminary, Cascade College, and Yiestern Conservative Bape
tist Theological Seminsry, all of Portland, Oregon. The findings of
this study were conducted aceording to the “scientific method" of re-

search,
's Definition Of Terms

The usage of the word “"echild" is ordinerily tsicen to mean the
age from birth to about twelve yeors, however, in this study special
.application.WEs made to the age six to twelve,.

~"Evangelism" was used with reference to the process by which
the gospel messege is made known to the child resulting in the exe
perience of the new birth.

"Conversion,™

new birth," snd "born again" were terms used to
express that which takes plmce in the life of a person, when thet pere
son aeknowledges the sin in his life =nd through repentance and yield=

ing his will to the Will of God, is made a new creeture in Christ

Josus through the infinite power of God by the Holy Spirite

B
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"Nescicion™ was a term used to indicete the frae noral act of a
person who accepts CGod's plan of salvation, with this act terminating
in the exzperience of conversion.
“Sunday.Sohool“ wag used with reference to that Christian ine
stitution, differentiated from all other schools, which meet on Sune

days for the purpose of teaching the gospele.
Ge Statement Of Orpgenization

The statements of introduction in this chapter were followed by
the succeeding order of study. In chapter two the home in relation—
ship to child evanpgelism was dealt with from a Biblical and a presente
day point of view. The relatichship of the Suﬁday School today and
child evengelism wes handled in the third chapter. Chapter four was 2
treatise of the relation of lesson preperation snd presentation to
child evangelism, covering the area of prayer, study, planning, cless
procedures and drawing the netes The £ifth chapter included s conside
erotion of Sundsy School administrative techniques in relation to
child evangelism, dealing with the work of the pastor, the work of the
superintendent, special deys, and special periods. To each of these
chapters was sppended a short sumary. The work was culminsted in the
sixth chapter with a general summary containing conclusions end recome

mendationss



CHAPTER II
THE HOME IN RELATIONSHIP TG CHILD EVANGELISM
A. Introduction

A convergation with a young man contemplating marriage brought
the writer face to face with a situation that is all too prevalent in
this nation todaye The younpg man lmew that he hed a desire for the
young lady, but when confronted with the thought of love and what it .
meant to be "in love,"™ he was at a loss. Further probing revealed
that he had no coneseption of maériage as an ordinance of Gode Conver-
sations with other.men, especially in the armed services, have re=-
vealed this thought, "let the ohild societies and orphansges take care
of the children, I'm a free man,"” With such adverse thinking emong
those thet will be making the future homes of this nation, as a backe
ground, it is the purpose in this chapter to set forth the Codegiven
purpose of the home in reletion to the children, considering first the
Biblical foundationsj second, the home today in relstionship to child
evaﬁgelism; third, hindrences to child evangelization in the home; and

fourth, epplied techniques in the home toward ehild evangelisme
Be Biblical Foundations

Opinions throughout the years have varied greatly concerning
the purpose of the home. One of the purposes of the Communistic party
that developed out of the revolution of 1917 in Russia waslto do away
with the home. The relationship of men and women was compored to the

private act of eating end drinking, and children were to be reared
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separated from their parents under a secientific progream with correct
political orientation.t This extreme view is the exact opposite of
the instituted ordinances of God.

The Word of CGod tells us in Cenesis, chapter one, that Cod -~
created man in .His own image, oreating them mole and female. This was
the institution of the first home. He blessed them and commanded them
to be fruitful, to mulbtiply, and to replenish the earth,® Thus, the
first home received children as the direct blessing of Gods

Thig was not a communal thing as some would interpret it,  for
following the account in the first chapter of Genesis, the home is
revealed 'bo- be an institution thet is to be continueds "Therefore
shall a men leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wifes and they shall be one flesh"™ (Gens 2:24)s A further refutation
of this idea of communal relations is found throughout the teachings
of the New Testament as wells Pertaining to this same issue Jesus,
the Son of God, taught in the Gospel of Mark 10 19 sayings ™that
therefore God hath joined together, let not man put agsunder." The
apostle Paul gives many and varied teschings concerning the marriage
reletionship and the duties of the home.

The home was not established without responsibilitiess Having
been instituted by God, certain responsibilities were placed upon the
parents. Joshue was confronted with the worshipping of false gods
emong his people.5 He saw his duty not only as a leader of this peo=
ple in calling them together, exhorting them, but he sew and obeyed
the will of CGod when he said, "but as for me end my house, we will
serve the Lord" (Joshua 24:15), The home is to glorify Gode It is to
bring praise ahd honor to His holy neme. If it brings dishonor and

shame upon the name of God, it is cursed.



The man Job was perfect and upright in the sight of Code He
feared CGod and abstained from evile It was distasteful to hime. He
would serve the Lorde* The question has been asked, can one truly
worship the lord and serve Him, and not fulfill the duties placed upon
him? Let such a one look agein to Job, a man that feared the ILorde
The Word of Cod points out thet there were born seven sons and three
daughters into that homes The time came when these sons fessted in
their houses and they called also their sisters to eat and drink with
theme Then follows the pioture of the true parent of the homes, It is
recordeds |

o o o And it wes so, when the deys of their
feasting were gone about, that Job sent and
sanctified them, and rose up early in the
morning, and offered burnt offerings according
to the number of them all: for Job seid, Tt
may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed

God in their hearts. Thus did Job continuallye.
(Job 185).

This is a vivid description of a fether who ssw that he could —
not save his éwn soul without doing ell within his power, through the
grace of God, to fulfill the duties of the home end the responsibilie
ties God had given him concerning his children. The responsibilities
ziven of Cod to parents are stated in the lew as recorded by Mosese
The law speals of commandments, statutes, and judgments of the Lord
which are to be taught that the people might do tlﬁm.s The conmends=
ment 'bo teach these things hed a perspective thet reached out over all
peoples Yet in the specific realm, it pointed to the head of the
household, which would be the father, or the elder whom we c¢ell the
grandfather and possibly the great-grandparent. Of these it speaks:

e o o That thou mightest fear the lLord thy
God, to keep all his statubes end his come=

mandments, which I command thee, thou, and
thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of



thy life; and that thy ‘deys may be prolonged
(Deute 632)0

The sbove is & commandment from Cod concerning the duty of the
father to his ehildren, The gpecific duty is found in the verses of
Seripture that follow the above commendment,

o o o Heor, 0 Israel: The Lord our Cod is one
Iords And thou shalt love the lord thy Cod
with all thine heart, and with ell thy soul,
and with all thy mighte And these words,
which I commend thee this dey, shall be in
thine heart: And thou shelt teach them dili-
gently unto thy children, and shalt talk of
them when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou
liest down, end when thou risest ups And thou
ghalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between thine
eyese And thou shalt write them upon ‘the
posts of thy house, and on thy gates (Deute
B34=9 ),

The speeific responsibility of this task rests upon the shoule
ders of the father. A little reminiseing in this Seripbure points out
first of all, a living from within as a true c¢hild of Gode Second, it
points out the teaching of the children; third, the duty of family
meditation, study, end prayer hoursj fourth, the very countenance of
the person will reveal the presence of the Lord, and the daily walk of
life will show forth the guidance of the Worde, And fifth, the dwelle
ing, the home, insidevand out, will manifest the glories of Cod and
one will see eovidences of His very presence.

The apostle Paul also stresses this duty of the father, He
speaks to fathers, saying, "Ye fathers, provoke not your children to
wraths but bring them up in the nurture snd admonition of the lord®
(Ephe 634)e There is more then just living a 1life as an example to
the children in this Soripture, It implies more than teschinge The

"bring them up in the nwrture and admonition of the Lord" includes the

évangelization of the child, which is to lead the child wnte e saving
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Imowledge of Christ ss his own personal Savioure The admonition of

the lord is:

e o o Suffer little children, and forbid them
not, to come wnto me: for of such is the
kingdom of heaven., (Matt, 19:14) .

. But whoso shall offend one of these
little ones which believe in me, it were bet-
ter for him that e milistone were hanged
about his neck, and that he were drowned in
the depth of the ses. (Matt. 18:6)

The home was instituted by God and it was blessed with chile
dren, There were dubties and responsibilities placed upon the porents,
and the Word of Cod commends parents to fulfill these duties towsrd
their children,

<" ne other factor of the home in relotionship to child evane
gelism under Seriptural foundstions is this matter of perentel ine
fluence, The home has its specific purpose, made this way by the Hand
of God, and so it will be throughout the ages. WNen tried to tempt the
Son of Cod with this matter, but the words of Jesus stand md will
remaine
Jesus answered and saide o« & oFor the
hardness of your heart he wrote you this pre=
cept (Moses snd the bill of divorcement).
But from the begimning of the creation God
made them male and femele, For this cause
shall a men leave hig father and mother, and
cleave to his wifey end they twein shall be
one flesh: so then they sre no more twain,
but one flesh. What therefore God hath
joined together, let not men put asunder
(Mark 10:5=6)e

fhether men will aceept it or not, it is a CGod-given fact that
the home is to be an influence to the children to bring them unto the
Lord, thoet they also should be children of God. The influence of the

home is either for good or evil and the child seems to follow the ex-

ample set for hime Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, followed in the way of
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his fathér and mother, probably becau§e "his mother was his counsellor
to do wickedly."™ Mnother exsmple is given by the prophet dJeremish.
He points out that the children "have walked after the imagination of
their ovm heart, and after Bealim, which their fathers taught them"
(Joremiah 9314),

The child will follow the instructions of the parent. The re-
cord of the daughter of Herodias, as she corried out the instructions
of her mother in asking for the head of John Baptist to be brought her
on & charger, is clear evidence of the nepgative aspect.7 The ehild
" will also follow the influence of goode Young Timothy, e true soldier
for Christ, sets e great example of the influence of the homes Conw
cerning this the spostle Paul commends the unfleipned faith of his
grendmother Lois end his mother Funice, being persusded alsc of the
faith of Timothy®

The parental influence upon the child in leading him to the
personal experience of receiving Christ as his Saviour reaches into
many aspects. The Word of CGod places great stress on teaching, traine
ing, nurturing, loving, controlling, and-correcting. The stress on
correotion is to be applied early in lifes "Chasten thy son while
there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying” (Prov.
19:18)s Correction has a direct relstion to love: "He that speroth
his rod hateth his son: but he thet loveth him chasteneth him be=

times” (Prov. 13:24)s In considering when these aspects of influence

are to begin, it is wellfto refer to the apostle Paul when he wrote
conserning the feith of young Timothy. He dated it to his grende-
mother. Likewise in the teaching in Deuteronoﬁy 632, it refers to the

grendparents The indications are that the evengelizetion of the child
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is to be a continuous process, from generation to generation, as ine

stituted of CGode
Ce The Home Today In Relationship To Child Evengelism

The parental directors of children have lergely patterned or
shaped the lives of children throughout the agese They are doing it
todaye The evidence is found in the crisis thet our nabion is in
todaye Jeo Edger Hoover is quoted es saying,

e« o o If there is hope for the future of
America, we, &8s a nation, must return to Clod
and to the practice of daily femlly prayer

e o oFamilies that pray together stey to=-
gether, 9

Judge Luther W, Youngdahl, in dealing with the critical probe
lems of our present dmy, wrote:

o » ¢« Count me & firm believer in the femily
altar, I sm thoroughly convinced thet a
widespread return to the practice of regular
worship in the home would work miracles in
meeting the many critical problems of modern
lifes ILet the family alter become the center
around which life revolves and we will regain
the spiritual resources so badly needed.

Q L] ° ° 9 o o L] L] ° o o ] ° ° -] L 2 ° e o o °
e o o We are going to replenish our moral re-
serves only by strengthening the religious
1ife of the family.®

Following s present Semste investigating commitbee in the probe

(5

for the couse of juvenile delinguenecy, James DeForest Murch, writess

o o s The teen=age offenders themselves have
been pretty well exonerated by public opinione
About everybody is agreed that their parents
are to blame. Of course, there are contribu=
ting factors such as the movies, radio, tels=
vision, indecent literature, teverns, and
social clubse. But always the blame comes
back to the doorstep of the home.

To qualify the sbove statement, James D, Murch pointed out the



fact that one can not blame the pserents too much, for they are only
tenching their children what they themselves have been taught, refer=
ring to the "Dewey=Kilpatrick-Thorndike" philosophy. These psrents
were taught thet, .

o » o men is an animal, the lineal evolutionary
descendant from the lemur spe. So they sct
like snimalse=intellipent, cultured, sophige
ticated snimals, not like they were the chil=-
dren of God,

They were baught that they are creatures
of heredity snd enviromment. So they are
equipped with convenient slibis for any fail-
ure to measure up to the laws and customs of
societye

They were taught that human conduct is
the result of netural lews working mechenle
celly. So they "obey that impulse,” and tend
to gratify their natural physical and sensate
dosires.

They werse tausght that truth is enly rel-
stive, that we cen never know ultimate or
authoritative truth,

- They werre taught that religiou is an ese
cape mechanism and that genuine ideals zre to
be found only within the movement of experie-

 enceoe

They were taught to love freedom and
thet freedom is the absence of restraint,

They were taught that there is nothing
permensnt but chenge ed that menlind is
inevitebly moving onward and upwerd toward
TFoopineld

Dre Leslie R, Marston, Bishop of the Free Methodist Church and
former psychologist sefving with the HWational Researoh Council in
Washingbton, illustrates these two foctors: where the home is stable
and God is honored, the indications are that the children grow into
maturity without having their names entered on the records of deline
gueney; on the other hend, if the home is unstable, or if stable to
some degree but where the ethics of righteousness are over-ghadowed
by that of plessure, the stetistics are showing an elarming increase

in the erinme rate.13
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These factors 2ll point to the Scripture in Proverbs 22:6
"Prain up 2 child in the way he should gos #nd when he is old, he will
not depart from it." There are exceptions but in the lerger over-all
percentage the training of a c¢hild in the home shapes the pattern of
life, Foreman Lincicome hag aptly seid:

o ¢ ¢ OQur homes are just so many stroams,
pouring themselves into the current of moral,
social end political life. As the home goes,
so goes the churehy as the church goes, so
goes the nation; as the nation goes, so goes
civilizabione

These prineiples as they work themselves out in the lives of
people, whether it is of the moral, social, or religious nature, all
shape and form themselves according as the Word of God has alresdy
proclaimed. The home was ordained of God, it wes ordained for a
specific purpose, and in this relationship of shaping the lives of the
children and evengelism, its place is first.

Jo Irvin Overholtzer, director of the International Child Evane
gelism Fellowship, places the home first in ohild evengelism, In his
chepter on "The When and Where of Child Fvengelism,” he writes,

o s ¢ The home is the place where child evane
gelism should begin. Fach Christian parent
should lead each child of his to Christ, snd
that very earlye. I believe God will hold esch
Christien parent responsible, not only to
teach the children the Word of God, and pray
for their salvation, but to prayerfully press
upon them thelr duty and privilege in =sccepte-
ing Christ as their personal Saviour, snd %o
ask each one to do so with persistence until
it is done. After o child has accepted Christ
in the home, he should be encouraged in faith
and helped into appropristing God's grace to
overcome sine When he fails, he should be
tenderly end patiently brought to seek for-
ziveness of the Iord and led to trust Christ
anewe19

The position of the home of today in our nation, in relationship
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to child evangelism, is illustrated in a survey referrod to by Je
Robertson MoQuilkin who wrotes

o o o At least three out of every four Chris-
tians are products of Christian homes. Ale-
most one out of every two Christien young
people recepgnized his home as the major ine
fluence in his salvation (in the survey).
This means that the Christisn femily is the
very backbone of owr evangelicel community in
America. The modern Christien home may de-
serve some of the accusations leveled at ik,
but it is still God's mejor method of wimming
men for Christ.

L IR RS B Sl R ° L ° L R ] ° e © © © & e ] e e @
Wore then one=third of these accepted Christ
in the feow short years between ages 8 and 12,

The army end the field of batbtle in timss of wer have likewise
added evidence to the vital pert the home plays. Leslie Flynn, in en
article "Revival Bogins at Home," writes of ths findings of Colonel
James A. Bryant, the leading chaplain of the famous Fighting Fowrth
Hotorized Division while in Normandy. .

During his sewveral years in the chaplaine
oy, he had noticed that soldiers stacked up in
either of two groups. TFirst, those who withe
stood temptation, especially offecamp allure-
ments; and second, those who succumbed fast to
temptations, many of whom ceme from professing
Christian homese From interviews he discovered
a definite pattern. Those who withstood evil
came from homes that had a family altar.

Realizing that the home has the most
telling influence on a boy's 1life, he that day
resolved that if CGod spared his life, he would
roturn to America end give every dollar and
every talent to help turn America back to daily
family prayor.l?

There are a great number of reasons why the home is so impore
tant in relation to evangelism of children the apes of six to twelvas
Some of these sreg the child of seven will have received threeefourths
of his education end upon this foundation the subsequent physical,

intellectual, and spirituel structure will be builty they sre yet
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tender, and obedient, and because of the close ties of the home, it is
in this age thet the balance cen be swung most easily in faver of s
Christian life.:® For these snd many other ressons that could be
eited, the emphasis for child evengelism is placed firgt on the home,.

One other issue noticeable in the above references is that not
all so=called Christisn homes besr the same fruitage, as is indicsated
from the findings oi‘ Colonel Jsmes A, Bryant, This raises the quese
tion, whet is it that bears fruitage in the home toward child evange=

lism? However, the hindrences in the home that tend to kill this

fruitage will be considered firste
De Hindrences To Child Evangelization In The Home

Teehmiques toward evengelizetion point also to that which
hinders. The major hindrance cem likely be stated in the negative
aspect from God's Word that commends all people to "sesk » . « first
the kingdom of (God, and his rightecusnéssg and all these things shall
be added unto you" {Matt. 6:33) |

The negstive aspect of this Scripture is nothing else but the
seeking of selferighteousness and manemade kingdomse It is also in
direct disobedience to & commendment of God and His ordinmmces. Reve
Andrew Murray has gravely seid,

o o o "Consider the consequences of perental
weeknessese. There is one element in the law
of econsequences that makes that law solemn
and terribles Usually consequences are not
felt until it is too late to redress them.
Our actions are seeds; one leoking at the
little seed could never imagine what a great
tree, what noble or what bitter fruit could
come from ite ¢ elot me plead with parents,
when conscience or experience tells them thet
they, too, have been guilty of consulting the
will of their children more than the honor of
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God, to look at the picture of Fli end his
home under Cod's judgment. ¥et them ponder
oarefully what God seys. ILet parents remember
that throughout the universe there is no welle
being except when we are in harmony with the
law of beinge, In earth end in heaven, in
nature end in grace, in the individual, the
family and the shurch, obedience to the law
under which God constituted creatures is the
only possible path to happiness.19

God's Word through the writings of Solomon clearly says, "The
rod and reprocf give wisdomz but a child left to himgelf bringeth his
mother to sheme" (Prove 20115, Ae Vo)e This is a picbure all Hoo sad
in our netion today., Not only is this true among the non-Christian,
but very much so among the professing Christiens, Reve Wesley L.
Gustafson wirites that when perents are prayerless, carcless, and even
slothful in training the one entrupted to them, the c¢hild becomes dise
respectiul to his home and oft btimes a disgrgce to the natione?0 He
continues and says,

e o o00d will bring unto Himself those who
have had proper traininge. This is an absolute
facts But we ean't let the training pgo and
elaim the promise, If I want my children to
know God, I have to train them, Then I can
trust His promise-eile will take care of bringe
ing each of them to Himself,

L] -] ° o o o L] e o o o o © o a o o o o ° o -] o

In the first place, we must walk persone
ally with Gode HNo one can lead any person
further then he has gene himself. Unless the
parents are walking with the lord, the chile
dren may not have that privilege.

Then we must have a definite period for
prayere, This takes diseipline and planninges
we must make the bime. The matter of time is
probably where we feil most often. Ve are
terribly busy-esomebtimes sinfully soce E

Eli, of old, was only a busy men, bein; hoth judipe end high
priest in Israel. While he fulfilled the duties of his office, he

neglected his sons and the result wes thet "his sons wallkted not in his
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ways, but turned aside after luere, and took bribes, and perverted
judgnent® (I Sam. 833).2%

Todey's problem of juvenile delinguency in our nation rests in
this issue of parentel disobedience of the commandments of'(bd, and
their neglect to train their children in God's moral laws.

Dr. Henry He Hess, chairman of Washington State Board of Prison

Terms end Paroles, said,

o o oThe juvenile problem is not primerily
economic, physical, psychological, or educe~-
tional, but basically moral. Moral probloms
can only be solwed by moral law. HNoral cone
cepts can only be derived from the moral law
of God; the Bible,
s o ° o o © e o o © e ® © ® & © ¢ @ o o @ ® g
The matter of juvenile problems is not
for the police, the courts, the school system,
or even the church to solve, but for the home.
The initial responsibility falls upon the
parentse 8

Such facts, as given by Dr. Ness, point out that the great
hindrances to child evangelism in general are the parents themselves
and their great negleet of the children., Because of this "there is a
prevailing disrespect for end defient attitude towerd parents."24 But
he not only states the case, hé also gives the remedy. MHis father was
& man who proved 4o his son more then conce thet he loved him by the

Soeripture, "He that spareth his rod hateth his son.” One technique

exemplified toward child evengelism is the training in discipliné—ahd

obediences Another technique referred to is the reading of God's Word

to the children andlteaching them thereins The third teohnique.illus-
trated i; that perents themselves must exemplifly the Christian life in
the presence of* their children to make it effective.

Almost every one respects and admirés the Boy Scouts, Campfire

@rls, public and private schools, children's clubs, and the Sundey
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Schoole These agencies are serving our netion and menkind veliantly,
however, all too often, says Ir. Ness,

e« o o parents have a tendenoy to shift the re-
sponsibility of bringing up their children to
(the above).
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Juveniles do not have minds mature enough
to guide themselvess. They sre definitely in
need of the right guldance by parents in the
home, What cen we expect of juveniles today
when they heve no psarents to whom they cen
look f'or guidance, help, and love; where pare
ents are divorced; or both parents are working
and are more concerned asbout meking money than
providing the proper home life; hiring baby
sitters so they can be free to sttend dances,
clubs, taveras, and what not for their selfish
enjoyment?s sake?

Unless our femily 1life is restored upon
Christian prineiples, all efforts to stem the
rising tide of juvenile delinguency will be in
vainedo

The immediate question is, how can this be accomplished? To
thié Dre Ness made a suggestion worthy to be noteds "The church must |
now take the initiative and sponsor a 'home evangelism® program,”26
The very suggestion of this indicates a tremendous step toward lege
sening the burden of present child evangelism ef'forts.

Other issues releted to the home, that sre a hindrance toward
¢hild evangelism, are larpgely of an envirommental naturee The envie
ronment of poverty snd want of the slum arees has always been with
mankind, but it is the lax standsrds of society as a whole which en=
cowrages the vandalism of these areas.

Children begin to be ardent readers from the age of six on up,
some even before this sge, and it is the sensational, the thriller,
that catches their eyes. Newspaper headlines and front page pictures

meke deep inroads into their lives and becéme great barriers toward
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evangelization, Comic books are admittedly quoted es piving wayward
children the knowehow in crime. |

Teaching methods that use the combination of the ear and eye
gate are considered in educational circles as outstaﬁding todaye
Thus , uncenséred television programs andrmotion pietures have caused
great concern, hot only among child evengelism groups, but such organ=
izations as the ﬁAmalgamated lieat Cutters end Butcher Workmen of North

America®™ heve teken positive stands apainst suche?7
Be Applied Techniques In The Home Toward Child Fvangelism

The bagis of any technique used in leading and winning children
unto Christ must stem from "love out of a pure heart, and of & pood
conscience, snd of faith unfeigned:™ (I Tim, 1:5, AeVe)e Vhen the
apostle Paul remembered this "unfeigned faith" which was in young
Timothy, also which dwelt first in his prendmother lLois, and in his
mother Eunica,28 he wrote hims

o o o Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that
thou stir up the gift of Cod, which is in thee
by the putting on of my handse For God hath
not given us the spirit of fear; but of power,
a?d of love, and of a sound mind, (2 Time 1:6,
7 :

This "spirit of power" menifests the greatest tool available to
any Christien perent. FEven in matters that concern the eternal wel=-
fare of our children,

o o o We wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against prineipalities, against powers,
againgt the rulers of the darvkness of this
world, apgainst spiritusl wickedness in high
places. (Fphe 6112, A.V,)

Therefore, in meeting the onslaught of the enemy which seeks to

destroy the souls of our children, it must be met with the only
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"vower® that is able to destroy this enemy, end that is the power of
lode The Apostle bids us to "stir up"™ the "spirit of power," "the
gift of CGod given use." The teaching of Jesus in dealing with this
enemy and the "stirring up"™ of the "spirit of power," is, "Howbeit
this kind goeth not ogt but by prayer and fasting" (Matte. 17:21).
This "spirit of power" spoken of as "the zift of Cod" and Jesus!
teaching on "prayer and fasting” is a fair bid to the eutering of the

holiest of holy with "boldnesse « <by the blood of Jesus™ (Hebs

10:18),

The major premise in the realm of techniques that "born egein”
parents have lies in the aerea of prayer. All other technigues can be

called subsidisries.

o o o John Scudder, migsionary to India, had
the privilege of seeing sll his children go %o
the mission fields, When asked how this hap=
penned, he replied, "The only expleneation I
con give is that the children were literally
prayed into the kingdom by their mother. She
was accustomed to spend the birthday of eosch
child in alleday prayer for him, God rewerded
her prayers.® A novel and profitsble way to
celebrate a child's birthday.s®

Another elear and definite example of the "spirit of power™ in
prayer is set forth in the life of the mother of John Wesley.

e« o o The £fifth birthday of each child of
Susenna Wesley was avery special day, for
that was the day they were taught their leot-
ters, using as e text the first chapter of
Genesiss She elso set anside one hour a week
for "privete conversation™ with each of her
ten childrens [ven when John Wesley went
sway to college, she prayed for him each
Thursdey evenings

The careful exeminetion of the two illustrations cited, and e
study of the lives of the people involved, will point back to the Word

of God which speaks of the "unfeigned faith" of the mother and
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grandmother of Timothys Prayer and faith must be one, It must be
vital, living, believing,

A portion of Cod's Word thet hes brought much convietion 4o the
author, is recorded in the Cospel of Mark, chapter nine; Matthew,
chapter seventeen; snd Luke, chapter nine. The father had brought his
son, who had a "dumb spirit" to the disciples of Jesus, that the boy
might be cured, Then, when the father brought him to Jesus and told
Him all, Jesus' answer merked thi lack of "faith", Likewise, Wwhen
Jairus asked concerning his one and only deughter, and the messenger
brought the news that she was deed, Jesus' snswer was, "Fear not:
believe only, end she shall be made whole®™ (luke 9:50). And to the
father of the son with o "dumb spirit", Jesus said, "If thou canst be-
lieve, all things are possible to him thet believeth™ (Merk 9323),

Revs Andrew Murray, in dealing with this metter of faith, wrote
concerning "A Faith Home"™ (referring to the Epistle to the Hebrews,
chapter xi.),

There we read; Faith understands; faith of=-
fers a more excellent saorifice, faith pleases
God; faith saves the household; faith obeys
when it is called; faith receives strength to
bear a childs faith offers up the child; faith
blesses the childreng faith hides the little
ones faith saves the first-borne Faith is
first the spiritual understanding that receives
the revelation of God and Hiz purpose; it heers
His voice; it listens to His eally it believes
His promises, Then it is a Divine energy, a
living principle of action that carries out
God's will, and inherits all His blessings.
And that it is very specislly the parent's
grace we see in what is said of Noah, Abrsham,
Sarah, Jacob, Hoses? perents, snd HoseseSt

Reve Murray wrote of a "faith" that is able to commit 'all to

Him Who is able to keep. A faith not only in times of special need,

" or when as perents they are in direct contact with the children, but
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dey by day, hour by hour, in constant vigilence. This, he seid "is
the blessed seeret of a faith 1ife and a faith homs,"9%

__Technigues of evangelism cell for setion. 7Vital living faith
through prayer hasg Eeen discussed and now reference will be made to
the basis of teohniques, which is "love out of a pure heart." Sincere
and earnest Christian parents have seid, "We pray for our children, we
believe, we love them," However, when confronted yith the question of
diseipline, their enswers invaeriably are, "How can you spank such
innocent 1little souls?™ These are just é few general observations of
oconversations with parents. This was not only the author's observa=
tion, but writers on the issue of "problem children,™ both secular and
religious, have pointed to this very thing. Je Be. Tweter wrote, "They
conveniently bleme it on "the other boy's They fail to realize thab
they may be to blame,"oo

True love, "agape", is godly love., It fills the desires of the
heart and soul. It brings joy end pleagure, peacce and comfort, but it
also will and sometbimes must hurte A parent who refuses to administer
discipline, even to the point where it hurts, is not very true in this
matter of loves Cod's admonition is, "Foolishness is bound in the
heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from
hin"™ (Prove 22:15), Also, "Chasten thy son while there is hope, and
let not thy soul spare for his erying" (Prove 19:18). Another version
gave it this way, "end sebt not thy heart on his destruction® (Provs
19:18, As'Re Vo), for "He that spareth his rod hateth his sons but he
that loveth him chasteneth him betimes” (Prov. 13:24),

Some parents would rathor let their children go the way of

(=)

"digsobedience™ than to lay a hend of discipline end correction to
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them, However, the Scriptures referred to do not necesserily advocate
corporal punishment for every misdemeanor, bub sugsest a wise usage of
the meens and mode to be appliede They call for discipline even if it
hurts e

M incident that illustrates even the unusual was told of a
father end son. When the uwnusual is reguired, parents should be sure
such methods are of the lLorde.

(me father, realizing that the rod was
not preducing expected results, took his son
aside efter one infraction of the rules and
saids

"Nobody cen break a law end escape its
consequences. Somebody always suffers for
ite Your disobedience has hurt us very much.
But this time we shall reverse the order end
I'11 teke your punishment,”

Togethor they went to the woodshed., The
father stripped off his shirt and handed a
flexible whip to his son. %hen he told the
sen to apply ten atrokes soross his bare back
with the whip. The boy, seeing his cheance to
"eat even”™ with his father for past punishment,
laughed as his father winced st the pain. He
struck apgaine This time, as he saw a thin
streak of blood trickle across his father's
back, his laugh was a bit uncertain. He
poeused, irresolute, When his Pather begged
him to continue, he broke into tears. The
meaning of Calvary then became crystal=-clear
to the lad, and he entered into eoternal life.

Your children arec a heritage of the lLord,
but woe to you if you misuse your opportunity.
An accounting will be demanded for every child
committed to your Care .o

Parents, ospecielly Christian parents, might well ask them=
selves, "How far does love toward one's children extend?™ Does one
love éhem enough that one will put forth every effort end means availe
able to guide them along the pathways of life, that they might discern
the pitfalls of Satan? Does one love them enough thet he will take

time to tell them ebout the way of righteousness end the Will of God?
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Prayer, faith, love, discipline, training, teaching, guiding, plus a
good deal of plain living, are so intererelated that cne can herdly
meke distinctions between them. However, to the question of discie
pline, J. Be Tweter gives seven remedies that should heip eliminete
some of the problems. They ere as follows:

1, Have a family altar, letting the
Bible have the honored place in your devo-
tiong, One femily of three foster children
whe lied, stole and were glovenly in habit
broke down under deily reading of the Word end
were truly "born again.®

2¢ Fveryone should pray, even with only
a sentence prayers Communion with the Lord
should be as real as communion among oure
selves.

3, MNake Sunday school and church atten=
dance a regular habit. Teke your children
there in person,

4, Spend much time in secrebt prayer,
comnitbing your children to God.

5« Give them good Christiasn books to
reade '
6o Be loving, but be firm and feir in
your decisions.

7¢ Next to the lord, give your home as
much of your time and presence asg possible.
When your children see that you treasure
them, they are not lightly going to run
counter to your wishes.

Iove extends itself into emother vital area of the home today.
Christian parents pray for their children. They believe and claim the
promigses of God. They love their children with a Cod*given love,
attempt to train them, diseipline them, guide them, and even seek to
give them the best of everythinge Yet the child in the home goes
astray, and many & sincere mother and dad have asked the question,
oty 2

liany parents are too busy in this modern day. Je. Fdgar Hoover
has seid, "Families that pray together stay together,"$6 And in like

manner, "A femily that plays together stays together."37 Hargeret
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Anderson related a very striking report thet touched the very heart of
this probleme She told of a newspaper reporter who knew of a certain
railroad car that carried the bodies of sixteen soldiers who died on
the battlefields of Korea. His imagination painted this picture to
hims He saw the car stopped for a short time in Chicego and in his
imagination he saw the spirit of one of those soldiers intently watche
ing the milling and even indifferent crowd pass by, During this brief
stay, this spirit would speak to certain individuals, and his last
conversation was with a young mother who passed the platform with her
five=year-old son. Thig mother wag bumping the back of the head of
her son to meke him walk faster, when the spirit spoke to her and
said, "Sbop Pushing Him, Mom{§ Take his hand and hold it bight, It's
such & short time J"38
Child Evangelism in the home calls for a love that will hurd
betimes, sand also a love that will overerule the routine, the no
time, and then will take time. In her work concerning problems of
children snd the home, Margaret Anderson stated that,
Most mothers f£ind thet they get closest
to their children when they put them to bed,
(She admonishes) Read to them theni pray with
theml Then, wait; stay with your c¢hild long
enoughito share his confidences, It is seid
that the secret of John Wesley's mother's suce
cess with hor children was due to the fect
that she spent a certain time each week with
each ohild, CHERISH THE CHILDREN®S HOUR. It
is recreation at its best 199
To the busy father who just has to meet those all important
appointments or cells which teke him from the home night after night,
Margaret Anderson seid in part to them: When those calls come asking

you to meet certain appointments or engagements, you ARE going to say,

"Yes, I am busy tonight." You will stey at home with the children and



help them with that all "imporiant" math problem or play that all
"important” geme with thems Who knows, you may even sit with the
children and play their favorite phonograph records, You mey clagsify
and mount snapshots in their picture albums, BUT, you will stay home,
with the importent people of the evening, and in your life, You will
show them you are vitally concerned with their problems. You will
gain and keep their confiidence. You will LOVE them enough to gain
heaven for them and not the pathway to hell.s You will read God's
Word to them end, with His help, answer their questions. You may even
help mother play host to them and their friends when they return from
after=school ectivities or even for a plain social evening al homes
You may, by these means andﬂ many others, not only save your own soul
aend the soul of your ohildi’e;n, but rob hell of a host of other pre=
cious soulse%0

"It is as important to win one's own as it is to win others.
Play with your child. Hold his hand tightly. Remember it's such a
short time 1"41

Lov_ei and true concern will pay untold diyidends . s e
Fronestina Vargas:w;fm;é;;. :\r‘;:t;wcalled into thé s~erv5.oe of the ILord
after hor conversion, but one thing that she had to learn of the lord
was that salvation was for her children also., She doubted that chil-
dren could be saved like adults. However, with a hunble and willing
hoart she was willing to do the lLord's will, In the Teacher Training
classes given by the Child Fvangelism Fellowship she received instruce
tion on how to do Child Evengelism work, and thus proceeded to follow
out instructions on her own three children, Carmen, Julio, and Hugo.

Hugo was six years old, rebellious, daring, and naughty, and she
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thought he would be the last to decide.
(ne night, a few days after her attempt ét this new work of
Child TBvenpgelism, Hugo awakened her from her sleep wivth his eryings
Her first thoughts were that the boy was sick but upon questlioning,
the boy opened his heart to his mother, telling her he was & simmer
and wenbed the lordls forgivensss for his sinss
In this midnight hour of darkness, she prayed, she belleved,
she loved, she took time, she taught, and explained the way of salve=
tion from God's Words, The lLord rewerded her efforts and showed her
the next day thet her bpy, rebellious, daring, and naughty, proud end
arrogant, was meek amd humble, speéﬂ::&ng with words of affections The
Lord mede her to see that she had doubted, but because she believed,
she received riches in gra?e and merey and her children are children
of the Lord today.42
3 This kind of love coreates en-atmosphere., Some Christisn homes
in spite of all the efforts are of the arctic region. Others are of
the 1.:ropic regions. In the arctic regions some of the more hardy
plants do grow, but in the tropic regions the home becomes a spiritual
hot=house. One can think of wvariocus elimatic condibtions where plants
growe Some plants grow in the semiedarkness of pathos, others in the
arid regions of deserts. All this is to say that the home must have
an evvangelisti;z atmosphere with favorable climetic conditionse Cone-
ditions that ere free of all artificiality and that shine forth with a
true radiance, evén as the face of -loses shone es he dealt with the
people of Israsle Such conditions, writes fdwin Holt Hughes:
o o omakes it less needful that they (the
perents) should engape in any direct evangee

lism for their children., Those olive plants
(Psalm 128) are in the right soil, and the



order of time as the great instrument of. God's hand in securing the

sunlight and dew of heaven get a fair chance
at them, The parents do not need to use their
own clumsy fingers to open petals snd shape
sepalse Cod makes them the agents of his own
elimates ILong beflore the child can analyze

a situation he can feel the gentle pressure of
thet atmosphere, and he can yield to its call
for 1ife and growth. The gardeners of the
lord's nursery will still have to stir the
soil, and lsy the rows, and prevent undue
shade and excessive heate But the climate is
doing gracious work all the time.

It is evident that such a home as this
cannot be secured by auny direct effort. It
can come only es the kingdom of fod always
comes, without haste snd withoult observation.
It comeg _only from the living of the life of
Christe*®
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It was very aptly said thet the femily (the home) is first in

conversion and religious development of childrene There is no agensy

as powerful, and without it there is little hope of the survival of

delicate Christian infents.?4

tion to child evangelisme
tion ordained of Cod.

attempted to meke it, bubt it is here to sbay according to God's own

plais

plan that was worked out to it's entirety.

o o olhildren are the heritsge of the Iorde
They are the greatest investment (od hes ever
given to anyones Our part is to devote more
interest, attention end devotion to them than
to our investments or industry and our multie
plied service in the churchs Tuvesting in our
children will bring us the highest rabes of
interest in time and in oternity.%0

Fe Summery

The purpose of this chapter was to consider the home in relse

It was found that the home is an institu-

It is not a passing thing as some men have

It is a plan as pure as

When God said to be fruitful and replenish the earth, He had a
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God Himselfs Men throughout the ages have realized the institubed
ordinances and as tﬁey followed the leading of the Spirit of God,
God's blessing resﬁed upon them end their houscholds

God doss things in a complete way, He guides men by His Spirit
and by His Words He has given His Word to man whereby nman can know
the Will of Ged and fulfill his duties toward (od snd his home and
children. The record throughout manifests that the Will of (od for
the home is to bring the children to Gode The patbern indicates
first, a godly walk before CGod by the parents, all the déys of their
sojourn here on earth. Second, thet they shall train up the child in
the way he ghould go and he will not depart from it when he is olds
This is accomplished by living the exemple before the c¢hild, by
teaching, by family meditation, study, end prayer. The responsibility
is placed upon the father and not upon the mother as is the thinking
of some in this apge., Some place the responsibility upon the grande
parents, but aéoording to Cod's Word, it is to be a process from
- generation unto generation. The ¢hild is only the product of the
original nature smd therefore the bringing of +this child to Cod ree
quires "unfeipgmed faith” bgat will reach the throne of God vor help in
the nurture and admonition of the childe It will ¢all for love that
is born of the love of (Gode ILove that will cherish and also correct
and this early in the life of the child, It carries an appeal of
urgeney that says, waste no time, do it while there is hopes It may
even hurt, but it must be done,.

Indications are that the home of today has a tendency to depart
from the instituted ordinances of Gods Our nation is reaping the

consequences and, therefore, it has raised pgreat conecern especially
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among circles desling with the probleme Je. Tdgar Hoover placed strong
emphasis on united family prayer. Iuther We Youngdahl is a firm be=
liever in the family alter. Both these men see the solution to the
problem of consequences in the returning of the home and the family to
the ways of God and His instituted ordinances. Where the home is
staeble and God is honored, the children become good citizens of the
country snd God fearing people. Where it is unstable, the statistics
show alerming increases in crime and godlessness., Leading citizens of
our nation point 2 heavy finger at the home, steting that its first
place is godly living end child evengelism, i

Research and much investigetion show that parents are the .
greatest hindrance towerd child evengelism in the home,. Whefe parents
seek selferightoousness and mane-made kingdoms to the neglect of the
children, they, their neighbors, the community, the state, and the
natipn all reap the consaqueqbes. The problems of juvenile deline
quency stem directly from the perentel disobedience of the commande
ments of CGod and their neglect to train their children in the moral
laws of Gode. Outside agencies like the Sunday School, public and prie
vate schools, Boy Scouts, and Campfire Girls are grest aides to the
home, but pften become the means for parents to shift their own re=
sponsibilities,

Other hindrences in ‘the home stem from the lax social standards
and envirommental conditions. HNewspapers, ccmic books, radio end
television, and the motion picture confuse children, tear them up
emotionally end raise greet barriers toward winning the children %o
Christe

The nmajor influence of the home thet wins children to Christ is
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bagsed upon "love out of 'a pure heart, and of 2 good conscience, and of .
faith unfeigmed:® It necesserily spesks of the relationship of pare
ents to Gode Vhere a good -relationship is found, it necessarily
radiates itsell into the avenues of techniques that bear fruitage for
the kingdom of Codes These are closelfy interrelated, They are love
that brenches out into truse intercessory prayer; love that is cone
corned end unsheken by doubbtsy love that believes and elaims the pro=
mises of God; love that moves out and does thingss love thet discie
plines the parent es well as the child; love that brinpgs joy and
pesce, but also love thet hurts betimes. The following sums up the
mebter of discipline:
o o o Diseipline, then should be definite,
consistent, and unitede-administered in love
and understanding es our Heavenly Father's is
to us=="for our profit." It must be backed
by example, ourselves subject to God, Mas
obedient children." Tmecontrolled parents
caxnnot hope to digeipline their ehildren, %6
It will eall for love that will find time to spend with the
child, to teach him the ways of Cod, to gain his confidence and trust,
to play with him, and to pray with him even in the darkest midnight
hours. Children are the heritage of the Iorde Investing in our chile

dren will bring us the highest rotes of interest in time and in

eternity.




CHAPTER III /
THR RELATIONSHIP OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOIL TODAY AND CHILD EVANGELISH
A, Inbroduction

Our nation is faced with a tremendous child problem that 'is
causing increased concern. The home is the major source for stemming
the tide of unrest and for guiding children slong the pathways of
1life according to the ordinances of Cod. This Chapter was designed
to point out the place thet the work of the Sunday School has in
bringing children from the ways of sin and unrighteousness into the
will of Gode Considered in order were, first, the place of the Sun=
day school in evangelism, second, the place of evangelism in the Sune
day school, third, the teacher's part, his place and required guali=

fications, snd fourth, the reletionship to the example of Jesus.

bt
¢ o

(_ Be }he Place Of The Sunday School In Fvengelism

/

It often takes some kind of tragedy to move people into action
and this seems to be what has heppened and is happening to our nation,
The tragedy is the demoralized state found among the youth of our nae
tion. OSome would sey it is just a passing issue but men of authority
point to a definite csuse and fear the outcome unless something is
done and that quickly. Let us hope and pray that this trapedy will
move many who at present are unconcerned or indifferent, into a
closer walk with Cod,

Luther Youngdahl, former Goveraor, State of Minnesota, and at
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present a federal judge, places the cause of the child problem prie
merily on the parents and the example of apathy and indifference they
have set before their children. This is a trend that appears in the
record as begimning about fifty years back, e says of parents,

e o oThey have failed sadly in encouraging
their children to attend Sunday school and to
worship in the home ¢ o « I recommend that

the chureh utilize a greater portion of its
income in the securing of outstanding youth
leaders who will have vigor and enthusiasm in
attracting children to the Sunday school, for
I firmly believe that the Sunday school is the
church's great opportunity for evengelisme4?

A reporter of Christian Life questioned another of our natione

al statesmen, John Tdgar Hoover, regarding his views on the Sunday
school today, and he gaid,
- e o o I am convinced that ¢rime smong young

people would be neglible if they attended
Sunday school regularly during their formative
yearse. While the Sunday school is an estabe-
lished institution in our community, it is the
responsibility of the parents to see that their
children are in attendance, The home and the
Sunday school must work hand in hend in order
that the full benefits will be derived, Both
in their own spheres have been the bulwarks
againgt evil in the pasz snd must work topgeth-
or for a bright Puture.s®

These two men placed the emphasis upon the two great bulwarks
in the battle against ovileethe home and the Sunday schoole They
also stressed that a weskening Sunday school is not effective.

The Netional Sunday School Association's eighth anmnual cons
vention in Minneapolis, October 14-17, 1953, brought some timely
facts to light for the Churches and the general publice In his
address to the convention, Dre Clarence He. Benson reviewed the
history and importance of the Sunday school movement in America and

expressed his belief




o o o that the Sunday Sehool "is not just an

accessory in the normal economy of American

aducatione«it is an absolute necessity for

the complete educetion of the child.”

° ° (] e © o -] o o ° ° o © e L o L] © O ° © ©° o
Dre. Benson said the public school system

and the Sundsy schools of the nation cen be

oredited for the Americen system of govermment

becoming the first successful and permenent

democracye

He also pointed oubt some blunders made by the Protestant church
in its Christiasn educational propgrams. The first one dotes to the

1880's when they attempted to compete with the public schoolse Other

errors included,

o ¢ o that of making the Sunday School a de=
nominational rather thsn a national projects
that of allowing the Sunday School to become a
minor factor in its thinking and plenning; end
in failing to maintain for the Sundgy School
the high standards that govern in the publie
s8choole ¢ eDriving home his point he said,
"Great Britain never gave the Sunday School a
chance and with our own eyes we have witnessed
the decline and disintegration of that great
empire. The decline of British prestige hss
added new world responsibilities for the
United States. Whether we will bhe able to
meet them will depend largely upon whether we
give the Sunday School 2 chance,"

It is of importance to note that leaders of our nation, both
those from the secular realms and of the religious realms, point a
heavy finger to the place that the Sunday school must teke in the ine
terests of the peneral welfare of our nation and perticularly in moral
and spiritual matters. Next to the home it must teke first place in
the work of evangelism.

Other Christian leaders believe that it is the "single most
important channel for revivel open to the ehurch today.“51 One leader
expressed it in terms of dollars and centse

o o o "A large, flourishing, evanpelistic
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Sunday school pgenerally insures a large,
flourighing, evengelistic church., Neasured
in terms of manpower hours and dollars and
cents, a good, Holy Chost-administered Sunday
school is one of the most economical meens.
for wiming souls,"92
The natural thought that would come to a thinking person is,
what ressons do leeders give for placing the Sunday school first, next
to the home, in evengelism? Or, in considering the various sagencies
of the Chureh, why is it the clhief evangelistic agency?
Generally spesking, the pupils in the Sunday school afford the
greatest field for evangelism. Use of the Bible for its text book

with its messsge of seving grace and the power of Cod unto salvation
to everyone who believes is enother fesctor. Then also, the officers

and teachers of the school make it the eshief ageneye.

More specifically speaking, J. N, Bernette gives three major
reasgons why the Sunday school is the greatest soulewimning agency of
the church,o° They are the followings

l, The Majority of Church Members Come from
the Sunday School Fnrollment

2¢ lost People Can Be Fnrolled in the Sunday
School

3¢ The Genius of the Sunday School Mekes for
Fvangelism

In treating these reasons more fully, Barnette wrote concerning
the P\@; ﬁ'that of all the church members of the past guarter of a cene
tury, 85 éer cont came out of the Sundey school enrollmente Consider
this with the faect that only about 30 per cent of the white population
is enrolled in Sunday schoole Then compare it with the 15 per cent of
the total church members that come oubt of the 70 per cent of the white
population not enrolled in Sunday sshool has in evangelismeo?

N

Concerning the sééond'reason, he points out that in the

~



37
majority of churches very few of the lost people abttend the movrning
worghip who did rot first attend the Sunday schoole. Of those thet do
attend, having come into the shurch through the Sundsy school, he
wrote, many become the most devout members of the church,%

In relation to tge-tﬁi}é reason, he stated that the organizae
tion, system of methods,\;i;;neé legsons and in most places the type
of building secure the maximum snd peremnial soulewinning opportuni-
tiese Ome of the chief functions of the Sundey school is thebt of
winning the loste The grading and elassification procedures give the
opportunity for personal attention to each member of the classe The
arrengement of the class room, lessons centered in Bible teaching end

a program thet presents the Saviour all help obtain the goal of evane
gelisme Having the Sunday school meet during the hour before the
preaching service makes it of incalculable values Throughout there is
a direct and continuous design in the program toward evangolismedd

FPour things that make the orgenization of the Sunday school
distinetive and valuéble in evangelism are:

s ¢ oFirst, it is the largest committee or
agencye. Second, it is well organized, Third,
it is a permanent orgenigation, Fourth, it is
charged with the threefold task of:
(1) Reaching all the people for whom the
church is responsible.
(2) Teaching the Bible to all the people
all the time,
(3) Winning the lost to Christ and to
church membership,
LI R GRS R R RS R S R TRRS T CRE U B SR AR SRR TR AL S
o » othe three tasks outlined-=constitute the
primary work of a Sunday 86hool .27

The factors quoted thus far are primal facts meking the Sunday
school a first in evangelisme There is yet one other resson especiale

1y related to the age group between six and twelve snd that is, no
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other age group responds as ieadily to the teached Vord, nor are there
any more active workers for the Lord than there are in this age
group. 98

Child Fvangelism Fellowship, although a seperate orgenization,
works with the Sunday Schools The reports that come from this work
gives one renewed hope and courage. One such report tells of a sevens
yeer=old boy from Rechester, New York. In the early twilighf hours of
a winter day this boy went to rescue his mother from the prips of hell.
He must have known the places she frequented and so he waited for her
in the doorway of a liquor store. Then suddenly he rushed up to a
lady and greeted her as his mother., She was not pleased with his
appearance but rather was angry with him. The boy pled with her,
wanting her to come home with him, for he did not want his mother to
enter the saloon.

He tried but soon made his way to the bus stop, a dejected boye
He was & boy without a friend, for he kmew nothing of Jesus end the
way of salvabtion. But o desr lady who had seen all boarded this same
bus, befriended the boy. She learned that the next day was his birthe
day and how heA wanted his mother to be home with hime

This lady, possibly a Sunday School teacher, but also the
teacher of a Good News c¢lub, invited the boy to come to the club, It
was through this contact that she was able to lead the boy to Christe
This was only the beginning, THe boy went home and witnessed to his

two sisters and they also wéré won to Christe Then the family moved

away, cubbing off contact with this lady. It wasn't until some time
later while she was in the studio for her radio program when this boy

and his two sisters came to hesr here The children were radiant, and
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when asked whether they still had the Lord Jesus living in their
hearts, they aﬁSWered, " « o'More than ever,' the three enthusisstie
cally replied. '/nd we're going to Sunday School whore they really
teanch about Mim §*"99

It is through this ‘boy snd his witnessing in his home that the
mother sand older sister are being contscted with the Gospel.GO

Children of this age group respond readily to the teaching of
Godts Word and to the beckoning power of (God's love for them to accept
the way of salvation. They also sre active and erdent workers, Over
and ebove this, they become true Christians. They become believing
and praying Christisns. An account comes out of Strandquist, Mimnee
sota, of en B=year=old girl who prayed for her drunken dad&y. Une
night he saw her kueeling by her bed praying and the Spirit of God
rripped him with such convietion of sin thet he went to seek a pastor

"it was because I sew Lor

for help. After his conversion he gaid,
kneel beside her bed to pray thet I couldn't stend it to zo on in sin
any longer,"6l

Other éccounts can be rela