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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Sunday Schools of the Christian Church have been
largely responsible for the ongoing of Christendom. The
provisions for Christian Education have had to rise to meet
the level of the cultural advancement, Publishers of Chris-
tian literature have been challenged to re-examine their
tasks and objectives in Christian Education. Improved com=-
munications and the great store of knowledge now available
for the human mind have called for new approaches in teach-
ing Scripture lessons. The application of spiritual standards
to every-day life determines the successfulness of the Sunday

School,

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. The purpose of this study

was: (1) to review selective Evangelical Sunday School
literature for intermediates in the light of its lesson aims,
(2) to establish a criteria for evaluating the literature,

and (3) to evaluate the literature reviewed against a criteria
of intermediate characteristics and the objectives of Chris-
tian Education; then to present a proposed basic standard

for intermediate Sunday School literature.
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Importance of the study. According to statistics, the

evangelistic results among the young people between the ages
of twelve years and fourteen years show the greatest number
of persons accepting Jesus Christ as their personal Savior,
Yet alarming, and almost unbelievable, is the accompanying
statistical report that the High School Department of the
Church, or from the ages fourteen years to eighteen years,

is the age level where the greatest number of persons drop
out of Sunday School and away from all other Church activities.
Something, or some things are largely responsible for finding
these two extremes of spiritual vitality back-to-back. Could
it possibly be that the literature of Evangelical Sunday
Schools fails to relate the values of the Christian faith to
the present day environment of the Intermediate? The
"starchy" Sunday School hero types who walk through Sunday
School lessons without ever being thrown into the arena of
day-to-day life often do not influence the Intermediate,
Moral distinctions are to be made by the Intermediate, and
spiritual confidence needs to accompany him in these
decisions., The guestion that would summarize this study is:
Does the present Evangelical Sunday School literature relate
Christian experience, personal faith and every-day l1life for
the Intermediate in such a way that personal convictions can
result which are indelible enough to give him definite

direction in his years of later adolescence?



II. DEFINITION OF TERMS

Evangelical

In An Encyclopedia of Religion, edited by Vergilius

Ferm, evangelical was defined: "It is currently used for
those expressions of Christianity which stress the need

for atonement for sin and the rebirth of the individual,"™!
Evangelical refers to the basic belief in the authority of
the Bible as the Divine revelation of God to man., Upon this
premise Ephesians 2:8,9 confirms the evangelical view: "For
by grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, that no man

should glory."e

IIT, ORGANIZATION OF THE THESIS

Four selected Sunday School literatures for Inter-
mediates were used in the study. The publishing institutions
that contributed were The Nazarene Publishing House, The
Otterbein Press, the Scripture Press Foundation, and the
Light and Life Press. Chapter II was a review of all Inter-

mediate Sunday School lessons prepared by the four presses

lVergilius Ferm, An Encyclopedia of Religion (New
York: The Philosophical Library, 1945), p. 261,

2Ephesians 2:8,9.
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for the year 1961, Attention was given to use of Scripture,
the aim, the body of content, the personal application, and
the spiritual objective of each lesson.

A criteria for the evaluation of the lessons was made
up of the characteristics of the Intermediate and the
Objectives of Christian education, Chapter III dealt with
the growth and development of the Intermediate. Chapter IV
dealt with the task of Christian education and its purpose,
aim, and specific objectives., A chart was used for recording
the results of the evaluation which were noted in Chapter V,
The chart was divided for the purpose of checking the aim,
applications, characteristics appealed to, and the specific
objectives of the lessons.

Chapter VI was used to propose a basic standard for
use in preparing Sunday School literature for Intermediates,

The final summary and the conclusions were given in Chapter

VIE,

IV, RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

Further study in the following areas would be profit-

able in relation to this present study:

(1) An understanding of the relationship of the Church,
the school, and the home in the developmental program of the

Intermediate, would be one study recommended,



(2) An integrated program of worship, stewardship,
recreation and fellowship for the Intermediate in view of
the total church program would be another recommended study.

(3) The possibilities of an Intermediate mid-week
fellowship to broaden one's perspective for reaching this
age, and for providing opportunities for these young people
to grow in their personal experience suggest an additional

area of study.
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EXAMINATION OF EVANGELICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LITERATURE



CHAPTER II
EXAMINATION OF EVANGELICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LITERATURE
I, INTRODUCTION

The stock answers of yester-year no longer satisfy
the inquiring minds of today., Intermediate young people
of’ the Sunday School need to have thelr individual Christian
faith related to the complex challenges of a complex

society., Carl F. H., Henry said in the November 23, 1961,

edition of Christianity Today:

New converts . . . Unable to answer their opponents
because unequipped with knowledge of Scripture and its
relevance . . , may subvert the very faith they have
embraced and defect from Christianity as an inane or
indefensible cause . . . It is the sacred, awesome
business of the church school so to establish its people
in the facts and significance of God's Word that_they
can both defend the truth and also refute error,

Bishop E. W, Praetorius, in his booklet, Seasons of
the Soul has said: " , . . when boys and girls are just
about fto c¢ross ., . . into that unparalleled period of life

called adolescence, they make their greatest outreach after

God , "2

lcarl F, H. Henry, "What's Ahead For Church School?,"
Christianity Today, V (August 28, 1961), P. 33,

EE. W. Praetorius, Seasons of the Soul. (Dayton, Ohio:
The Evangelical Press, 1958), P. 8.



Donald M. Joy, Executive Editor of Light and Life

Press, has completed a drop-out study of the tenth-grade
population in the Sunday School., His study was done through
the Free Methodist Church, yet reveals a very important
matter for all evangelical churches to consider.

The. . .church loses 38 per cent of its tenth-grade

population before they become eleventh-graders. An

additional loss of six per cent occurs during the

junior year, This means that U4 per cent of our

sophomor% population is lost before they become
seniors.

The need indicated was for a re-emphasis upon the
teaching of the "facts and significance" of the Scriptures.a
Whether basic Scriptural truth was being applied to day-by=-
day life was the reason for investigating intermediate Sunday

School literature.
II, REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Sunday School lessons for the yean 1861, from four
publishers of literature, evangelical by reputation, were
reviewed and evaluated. The four literatures chosen were
selected in the light of their possible use to the writer
in his own church work. Lessons from the Nazarene Publishing
House, The Otterbeln Press, the Scripture Press Foundaﬁion,

and the Light and Life Press were used. The Church

SPersonal correspondence from Donald M. Joy, Winona
Lake, Indiana, to Merton H. Peterson, January 17, 1962,

uHenry, loes clt.
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of the Nazarene, the Evangelical United Brethren Church, a
non-denominational press, and the Free Methodist Church
respectively, were represented. Special attention was given
to the use of Scripture, the aim, the general body of content,
the personal application, the characteristics appealed to,
and the spiritual objectives of each written lesson.

The review was organized with an introduction to each
literature followed by a review of the individual aims and
lessons. The aims were taken from the teacher's quarterlies.
The page number for each aim referred to the teacher's
guarterly. The page numbers and quotes used in the lesson

reviews were taken from the pupil's gquarterlies.

The Nazarene Publishing House

The Nazarene Publishing House is the publishing house
for the éhurch of the Nazarene and its Sunday School. In
connection with their Sunday School literature for the Inter-
medilates they have prepared a supplementary booklet entitled

Junior High 12—13—14—year-olds.1 Using the booklet as an

introduction the reader becomes acquainted with their compre-

hensive program of Jjunior high lessons.

1Junior High 12-13-14-year-olds prepared by the
Nazarene Publishing House, 2923 Troost Avenue, Kansas City,
41, Missouri, 1961.




A

Introduction to the literature. In the Junior High

12-13-14-year-olds the characteristics of the age group were

discussed. Some people refer to this age group as early
adolescence. In the Sunday School they are usually called
intermediates or Jjunior highs. The main concern of the
early teens is growing up.

Because we are in between the period of childhood and
adulthood, most adults appear to forget that we are
people. But we in-betweens are as much people as we
were when we were children and as we will be when we
become adults. We are people to whom fun is important.
It isn't hard for us to find the sunny side of almost
any situation.

As hard as it may be to believe this, we don't mind
working--especially when we understand the purpose for
our work, In fact, we are so eager to be considered
responsible people that when we are sold on the worth
of the job we don't spare the energy (p. 3).

They are interested in spiritual things as well as
many other matters. Their guestions show that they are
concerned with how they came to be and what the destiny of
life will be. "His understanding of his place in society
must be based on God's laws of life as revealed in the Bible
if he fills the place God has for him to occupy in this
world" (p. 4).

Three additional statements have been taken from the

Junior High 12-13-14~-year-olds booklet.

The expression of our confidence will be a strong
factor in making him want to become a Christian and live
a victorious Christian life.
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The teen-ager longs to be treated as an adult.
Knowing this, we will give him as much responsibility as
he can carry.

Opportunity for leadership whenever possible will be
our aim (p. 5).

The next division of the booklet dealt with what was
to be taught. The Nazarene Publishing House had put together
"a three-year cycle of junior high lessons" for the purpose
of emphasizing these eight areas of Christian truth.

(1) Understanding the Bible: To motivate junior
highs to increase their knowledge of the Bible, that it
may be a Lamp to their feet and a Light to their paths.
Units: The Story the Bible Tells, Making the Bible My
Own, and How God Gave Us Our Bible.

(2) Doctrine: To show the necessity for knowing
Christian doctrines, that junior highs may make these
fundamental truths an anchor for their faith. Units:
Why We Need to be Sanctified, The Future Life, Learning
About God, This I Believe, and God, the Creator.

(3) New Testament: To increase familiarity with the
contents of the New Testament, that junior highs may
better understand the meaning of God's new covenant with
us. Units: Luke's Story of Jesus, Paul and His Friends,
Men and Women Who Stood with God, and the Easter Lesson.

(4) BSalvation: To lead junior highs to seek forgive-
ness of sins, consecrate themselves wholly to God's will,
and enter into the experience of entire sanctification.
Units: Luke's Story of Jesus, Let's Meet Jesus, and
Discovering the Christian Way.

(5) Missionary: To increase appreciation for the
missionary work of our church, Unit: The Missionary
Work of Our Church.

(6) The Church: To lead junior highs to see the
Church as God'!'s agency to make His truths known and to
provide a place of Christian fellowship, growth, and
worship., Units: My Place in the Church, My Church--
the Church of the Nazarene, and How the Church Began
and Grew,
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(7) The Christian Life: To make plain the joy of
Christian living and give instruction about how to "grow
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ," Units: ZEnemies in Friends' Clothes,

We Draw Near to God, Growing in Christian Living, We Are
Stewards, and Teach Us to Pray.

(8) 01d Testament: To increase knowledge of 01d
Testament content, to the end that Jjunior highs may
better understand God's plan for their lives., Units:'!
Men and Women who Stood with God, Story of the Hebrew
People, Great Stories of the 0ld Testament, and the Ten
Commandments.,

The units of lessons have been divided into the three-
year cycle in the following order, Each Sunday School year
begins in October and ends in September. The present cycle
will conclude in September, 1962, The cycle began in October,
1959, with the unit, "The Story the Bible Tells" (8). The
second unit was, "Making the Bible My Own" (5). The numbers
in brackets indicate the number of lessons in the unit,
Thirteen lessons in the first two units covered the sessions
of the first quarter, or through December, 1959, From Janu-
ary, 1960, to the latter part of April, 1960, the two units
on "Luke's Story of Jesus" (13) and (3) provided a full quar-
ter's lessons and three additional. The third quarter was
completed through June, 1960, with the units, "Why We Need to
be Sanctified" (5), and "My Place in the Church" (5). In the
quarter from July, 1960, to September, 1960, the units were:

"Paul and His Friends" (6), "Enemies in Friends' Clothes" (4),

and "The Future Life" (3).
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The second year of the cycle began in October, 1960,
with the unit, "Men and Women Who Stood with God" (8). Fol-
lowing the first unit was "Learning About God™ (5). Begin-
ning the year 1961 and the second quarter was the unit, "Let's
Meet Jesus" (8)., The additional lessons from the unit, "My
Church - the Church of the Nazarene" (5) carried through
March, 1961. The first unit of the third quarter was, "We
Draw Near to God" (3)., The next unit was long enough to pro-
vide lessons for May and June of 1961. "Story of the Hebrew
People" (10). The final quarter was made up of the units,
"Growing in Christian Living" (8), and "How God Gave Us Our
Bibles" (5).

The third year of the cycle started with the unit,
"How the Church Began and Grew" (9)., December, 1961, con-
cluded the guarter using the lessons from the unit, "This I
Believe" (4). The first unit in January, 1962, was "The
Missionary Work of Our Church" (4). The second unit, "Dis-
covering the Christian Way" (9) completed the quarter's pro-
gram, April, 1962, contained the "Easter Lesson"” (1) and
additional lessons from, "Great Stories of the 0ld Testament"
(8). The last unit of the third quarter dealt with the sub-
ject, "We are Stewards" (4). The final quarﬁer of the year
and the cycle had lessons on "God, the Creator" (4), "The

Ten Commandments" (5), and "Teach Us to Pray" (4).
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In addition to the lessons the Junior High Pupil quar-~

terly is written for Jjunior highs, designed to:

Give them an appreciation of the subject matter to be
considered 1n the class session.

Increase their understanding of the Bible background
for each lesson,

Prepare them to participate when the class meets.

To encourage the habit of daily Bible reading.(p. 9).

Lesson review, The lessons from the year 1961 inter-

sect the three-year cycle at about the mid=point. From the
outline previously presented, the first unit begins with, "My
Church - The Church of the Nazarene" of the second guarter in
the second year of the cycle. The calendar year's lessons
conclude with the unit, "This I Believe."

In the unit, "My Church - The Church of the Nazarene, "

there were five lessons,

People Who Believe in Holiness (I Thessalonians 4:3a,
7; John 17:15-f7; I John 1:7). Pp. 3-=7.

A Denomination Was Made (Isaiah 60:1-5). Pp. 8-12.
The Church's Organization (Titus 1:1-5, 3:15). Pp. 13-16.

The Denomination Grew (Acts 1:8; Romans 15:13; II
Corinthians T7:1; I Peter 1:15-16). Pp. 17-21.

The Church of the Nazarene - 1961 (Matthew 28:18-20;
Acts 8:1, 4). Pp. 22-25,

Each quarter's lessons have been written up in the
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2

Junior High Pupil quarterly. The quarter's lessons on the

church have been introduced with an illustration which caused
the pupil to ask, "What does my church believe?"
Lesson 1, Aim: To lead Jjunior highs to realize that
holiness associations were organized by people who be-
lieved the truth of the doctrine of entlire sanctification

and had a pass%on to make it known to others (p. 12 Junior
High Teacher).

In the first lesson, "People Who Believe in.Holiness,"
the pupils began with the familiar idea that God gave the
church to people to oppose evil., It was also placed in the
world "to tell us how to live at peace with God" (p. 3).
Brief mention was made of "the beginning - the Day of Pente-
cost," the history of the United States, and John Wesley's
preaching about "holiness." The I Thessalonians reference
showed that holiness "was the solution to uncleanness in
individuals." The cause of "our" problems was because people
were not at peace with God. John 17 spoke of the Lord's
prayer, that God would "sanctify" through the word of truth.
The lesson writer quoted I John 1:7, showing that "the blood
of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin." These three Scrip-

tures were the basis for the Church of the Nazarene's emphasis

2 Junior High Pupil, prepared by the Nazarene Publish-
%ngl?ouse, (Kansas City, Missouri: Nazarene Publishing House,
S

3Junior High Teacher Guide's Compass, prepared by the
Nazarene Publishing House, (Kansas City, Missouri: Nazarene
Publishing House, 1961).
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that "Christians should be sanctified” (p. 4).
Lesson 2, Aim: To make clear to Jjunior highs the way

in which God worked to bring about a union of the holiness
groups and to stress the reasons for forming a new denomi-

natien {(p. 17J).

The last two-thirds of the first lesson and the entire
second lesson dealt with the history of the Church of the
Nazarene. The struggle of holiness was identified with the
struggle of the Church to overcome opposition. Lesson two,
"A Denomination Was Made," was climaxed by the use of Isaiah
60:1-5, "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, the abundance
of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the
Gentiles shall come unto thee.” (p. 9).

Lesson 3, Aim: To give Jjunior highs a clear idea of
the organization and areas of operation of a district of
the Church of the Nazarene, and to lead them to see what
they, individuvally and as a group, may do to strengthen
the work of their district (p. 21).

History of the Church of the Nazarene continued to be
the theme of the third lesson, "The Church's Organization,"
Growing pains and district work of the church were the general
areas of interest. Titus was identified as the first district
superintendent of the Christian church. The Scripture of the
lesson referred to Titus'! appointment to the office. How the
districts are organized and operated in the Church of the

Nazarene was explained, Emphasis was put on "your" church

organization and functions. (p. 16).
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Lesson 4, Aim: To make clear the necessity for the
enlargement of our general and district church organiza-
tion as congregations increase in size and in number (p. 26).

"The Denomination Grew," the fourth lesson in the

series gave the history of publishing houses, publications,
church headquarters, the General Church departments and
superintendents, and the colleges and seminary., The four
references to Acts, Romans, II Corinthians, and I Peter were
examples of "entire sanctification." The church's mission
was to teach such truths (p. 20).

Lesson 5, Aim: To lead our pupils to a deepened
appreciation for the Church of the Nazarene through
helping them discover the world-wide scope of 1ts
work, and to inspire each to be diligent in doing his

share in helping God carry out the purpose He has for
our denomination (p. 30).

Lesson number five, "The Church of the Nazarene--1961,"
completed the history of the Church, The command of Jesus |
found in Acts 8:1, 4 was carried out by the early Christian
church, "The same spirit that caused those early Christians
to tell everyone they could about Jesus Christ was in the
hearts of the early Nazarenes" (p. 23). The missionary vision
of the church has continued to grow both overseas and at home.
"If you are a member of a local Church of the Nazarene, you
are a part of this constantly growing organization to tell

others about holiness of heart and life" (p. 24).
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Unit II, entitled, "Let's Meet Jesus," began with the
lesson, "Thrill of a Lifetime." (John 1:19-49) Pp. 27-31.
The other lessons were:

"Meeting Christ at the Crossroads" (John 4:7-42),
Pp' 32_360 :

"Ye Must Be Born Again" (John 3:2-21)., Pp. 37-40.

g "zacchaeus Meets the Master" (Luke 19:1-10). Pp.
1-44,

"Jesus and the Rich Young Ruler" (Matthew 19:13-24),

Ppo L}5—}48.
"Jesus, a Boy, and a Lunch" (John 6:5-15). Pp.
49-53.

"Jesus, and the Roman Governor" (John 18:33-38; Luke
23:8-16). Pp. 55-58. _

"Friend of the Family" (Luke 10:40-42; John 11:14-
12:3). Pp. 59-63.
| Lesson 1, Aim: To make plain to our pupils the joy
which Philip and Andrew must have felt when they accepted
Jesus as their Messiah, and to inspire them to feel that

the biggest thrill of their lives i1s when they ask for
forgiveness of sin and claim Jesus as their Saviour and

Guide. {p. 35).
In lesson one the writer began, "Jesus is coming!

Let's meet Him" (p. 27). Pupils were first introduced to
John the Baptist, "a rugged-looking man in rough, country
clothes" (p. 28). ‘Then Jesus came to John to be baptized.
Andrew met Jesus and then found Simon. Simon came to Jesus,
Philip met Jesus and he went and found Nathanael., He, too,
came to Jesus. They followed Christ and He changed their

lives., Is Jesus the one you are looking for?
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Lesson 2, Aim: To lead Jjunior highs to discover that
the woman at the well of Sychar faced her real problem=--
sin--when she met Jesus, then became an eager messenger
of her deliverance after she believed what He told her

(Bs 39)

"Meeting Christ at the Crossroads," the Samaritan
woman met Jesus., "Jesus is the Man Universal. To the Orient,
He is Oriental; to the dark continents, He is black, etc..

He is the Christ of every man's crossroads wherever those

roads meet,"

Had Christ come twenty years sooner and met her at the
well when she was a teen-ager, He would just as quickly
have offered her the water of salvation., She would have
been saved from a life of sin to a life of usefulness

(p. 36).

Lesson 3, Aim: To make plain that the experience of
the new birth changes our lives; we become "new creatures,'
willin§ and able to be disciples of Jesus, our Saviour

(p. 43

"Ye Must Be Born Again" Nicodemus was the man of the

!

lesson who met Jesus. This man came to Jesus and before he
could extend proper greeting he was told, "Ye must be born
again," To be born again "is the miracle of new birth," It
was more than good resolutions. 'There was a spiritual birth.
People find it hard to understand the complete "how" of it--
but "the results can be seen in our lives (p. 40).

Lesson 4, Aim: To make plain that repentance for sin

includes a willing-ness to right the wrongs we have

committed toward others insofar as it 1s in our power to
do it (p. 48).

1

"Zacchaeus Meets the Master," introduced another

individual who met Jesus. Zacchaeus'! tax collecting was
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compared to the work of "racketeers," Jesus called him, and
went to his house. "Here is a little man made into a big man
by his meeting the Master" (p. 44). For one to be a
Christian he must be ready to straighten up the past.

Lesson 5, Aim: To lead Jjunior highs to see clearly
it is fthrough giving all one possesses or hopes to

possess into the hands of the Master that we find real
happiness in this life, and an eternal life with God

(p. 52).

The first lesson in March was, "Jesus and the Rich
Young Ruler." The young man was told to go and sell all
that he had and give it to the poor. "How much better do
you think we would have done if one of>us had been in the
rich young ruler's place?" (p. 48). Riches cost too much.
The Lord desired that the man give his all. Not every one
who faced God's plans accepted them, and they went away
disappointed.

Lesson 6, Aim: To show what great things God can do
with whatever ability or offering is given unreservedly

to Him (p. 57).

The sixth lesson of the unit, "Jesus, a Boy, and a
Lunch, " was about still another person who met Jesus. The
Lord asked special help from His followers. He wanted them
to share in His ministry to people. "When we give our best,
provided it is our best, it is broken and blessed and multi-
plied" by the Lord., Christ did not expect a ten-talent
achievement from a two-~talent person, He expected a ten-

talent person not to be satisfied with a two-talent
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accomplishment (p. 53).

Lesson 7, Aim: To convince our pupils that they,
like Pilate, must decide, "What shall I do then with Jesus
which is called Christ?" (p. 61).

"Jesus, and the Roman Governor," was the title of the
next lesson. Here was another person who met Jesus. This
man did not want to meet Him. Sooner or later everyone must
face Him. The question was, "What shall I do then with
Jesus which is called Christ?" Pilate lacked the courage to
do what was right, However, his sin was "no greater than
that of those today who seek to evade their responsibility
to accept Jesus" (p. 58).

Lesson 8, Aim: To lead our pupils to realize that
friendship with Jesus is a priceless privilege; that the
basis of this friendship is an experience of salvation,
and that it becomes deeper and more meaningful with each
day's companionship with Him (p. 66).

Jesus was the "Friend of the Family." The lesson was
about Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. Pupils "need to be aware,
too, that accepting Jesus means we make Him our constant
Companion."” This family had adopted Jesus into their family,
"He was the Brother to them as well as Savior" (p. 59).

The second quarter'!s lessons were taken from the
units, "Jesus, the Victor," and "The Story of the Hebrew

People." The titles, Scriptures, and pages for the first

unit'!s lessons were:
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"Our Lord is Risen" (Luke 24:36-48), Pp. 3-6.

"Believing Is More Than Seeing" (John 20:25-31),
Pp. 7-10.

"The Joy Must Be Shared" (Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:
20; Acts 1:12; 5;42). Pp. 11-14,

Lesson 1, Aim: To help the pupils reach a new
appreciation of the story and meaning of Easter (p. 13
Junior High Teacher).,

The "Our Lord is Risen," lesson was that Jesus was
"alive, walking about, and talking." Those who saw Him had
news for those who sorrowed. Jesus '"was victorious over
death, hell, and the grave." If Jesus' resurrection was
real, so was everything He had said. If Jesus! resurrection
was not real our Christian faith would be powerless. "VHis
power can make you what you ought to be! if you will but trust
Himd " {p.' 6).

Lesson 2, Aim: To help Jjunlor highs see that it is

our firm faith in Jesus'!' constant presence with us which

makes it possible for us to maintain a victorious
Christian experience (p. 18).

" was a lesson about

"Believing Is More Than Seeing,
"doubting" Thomas. He wasn't easily convinced, but he was
willing to be shown., "Without a positive faith in the risen
Christ, Thomas would be no good as a witness.” Thomas had to
rid himself of doubt before he could worship Jesus. Bach

person will have to get rid of any doubt about Jesus before

he can feel His presence. Believing was more than seeing.
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"It is also more than lip service. Believing God is best

shown by a consistent Christian 1ife" (p. 10).
Lesson 3, Aim: To help juniof highs realize that, if

they wish to maintain the Jjoy which the consciousness of
Jesus' presence with them brings, they must share it with

others (p. 22).

"The Joy Must Be Shared" lesson concluded the unit.
Jesus had told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the
Holy Spirit to come upon them, "This experience was to give
them power for witnessing." Not.everyone can become a
foreign missionary, but "our church is calling for young
people who will go." Everyone "in your local community may
go on weekly visitations, which is your way of carrying out
Jesus' command to be ‘witnesses . . . in Jerusalem!'" (p. 13).

The second unit of the April to June quarteriy was
"The Story of the Hebrew People.," Most of the 0ld Testament
was the story of these people., They were called by different
names, the children of Israel, Jews, or God's chosen people,.
The ten lessons of the unit began with the story of Abram,

"The Beginning of the Story" (Genesis 11:31-32; 12:1-
3,7; 13:14-16; 22:16-18; 28:13-15). Pp. 16-20.

"Egyptian Interlude" (Genesis 47:6; 49:10; Exodus 3:
6, 9-10; 5:2; 12:33, 37-38; 14:13). Pp. 21-25,

"Possessing the Land" (Joshua 1:5-7; 24:14-15,24;
Exodus 19:4-6; Judges 2:18-20; 8:22-23). Pp. 26-30.

"The United Tribes of Israel" (I Samuel 9:20-21; 13:13-
14; 15:22; 16:1-2,7,12-13; 18:7; 28:16-17,19). Pp. 31-35,
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"The Golden Age of David" (II Samuel 5:12, 18-19; 6:
15, 17-18; I Chronicles 11:9; Genesis 17:8; I Kings 2:2-3),
Pp. 36-40.

"Building Operations in Israel"” (I Kings 3:6-7, 9, 11-
14; 8:4-6, 10-11; 11:4, 11-12; 12:4, 14, 16)., Pp. 41-45,

"Danger Signals in North" (I Kings 17:1; 18:1, 18-19,
21-24, 36-37; II Kings 17:7-9, 18; Amos 1:2; 2:6; Hosea
14:1-2), Pp. 46-50.

"Journey to Destruction" (II Kings 19:32-34; 23:25;
Jeremiah 23:5-6; 36:2-3, 7). Pp. 51-54,

"Life in Babylon" (Daniel 3:25, 29; Jeremiah 29:4-5,
7-9; Psalm 137:1-6; Ezekiel 3:17; 5:5-6, 8; 36:36; 34:
23"2)4)0 Ppo 55-590

"Rising from Ruins" (Ezra 1:3-4; 5:17; 6:12; 10:10-
12; Nehemiah 1:3; 2:17; 4:14; Isaiah 52:4-7, 9-10).

Pp. 60-64,

Lesson 1, Aim: To make Jjunior highs aware it was
because of his obedience and faith in God that Abraham
was given the privilege of filling a critical place in
God's plan for the world (p. 30).

"The Beginning of the Story," lesson covered the period
from Abram to Jacob., God had promised to show Abram the way
to a promised land, and He was good to him., Likewise God
was good to Isaac and to Jacob, These men had learned to
depend on God,

Lesson 2, Aim: To make plain how God worked out His

plans for His people in spite of seemingly impossible
hindrances (p. 34?.

n

The "Egyptian Interlude," told the story of Joseph,
and how he was directed by God into Egypt. "Trusting in God,
it didn't take Joseph long to gain favor with the Pharaoh"

(p. 22). Included in the lesson was the account of the Exodus



26
under Moses'. leadership. The incident at the Red Sea concluded

the story.,

Lesson 3, Aim: To make plain how God helped the Israel-
ites when they followed His directions; to show how they
were overcome by their difficulties when they failed to

obey God (p. 39).

"Possessing the Land," introduced Joshua, He "had
learned to trust God in all difficulties whether for food
supply or for strength to conquer an enemy" (p. 26). Caleb
and Joshua said that it would be easy to take Canaan if the
people trusted in God. Joshua reminded the people that "it
was God who had put their enemies to flight" (p. 29). He
also warned them against turning their backs on God. The
people forgot their promise and fell subject to enemies and
unrest. Leaders like Deborah and Gideon were brought into
the last part of the lesson.,

Lesson 4, Aim: To show the importance of being certain
our choices for personal living and in civic affairs meet
God's approval (p. 42),

"The United Tribes of Israel." Israel wanted a king,
and Samuel, the priest finally consehted with God's permis-
sion, Saul was chosen, but he disobeyed God, and Samuel had
to find someone to replace him, David, who killed Goliath
the giant was chosen, Saul's life ended with defeat and

dishonor,

Lesson 5, Aim: To show the continual work of God with
His people and how the king's determined effort to follow
the Lord brought God's blessing to the nation (p. 46).
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"The Golden Age of David," told about David's popular-
ity, and favor with God, He builded a great kingdom and a
new palace, but, he was not allowed to build a temple for
God, That task was promised to David'!s heir to the throne,

his son Solomon,

Lesson 6, Aim: To show the result in the lives of
individuals and nations when God's standards are rejected
and false gods are worshiped and followed (p. 50).

' seemed to be a good

"Building Operations in Israel,’
title for the lesson, and for Solomon!s accomplishments, He
was responsible for the building of the temple, and many
cities., When God offered Solomon the privilege to ask of
Him a gift Solomon said, "Give therefore thy servant an
understanding heart to judge the people" (p. 42). He married
foreign women and allowed foreign idols in his land. This
displeased God and the people, Division among the people
broke out and dissatisfaction reigned. "The great empire
that King David had left to his son Solomon had crumbled”

(p. 45). '

Lesson 7, Aim: To show how God's prophets faced

harm and persecution in order to give to their people
the messages God had given them (p. 54).

"Danger Signals in North," was a lesson concerning the
prophecies given to the unloyal people of Israel, Elijah,
God's prophet faced King Ahab of Israel. "Ahab and all his
people had faith in the power of the god Baal. God was

practically forgotten" (p. 47). The prophets Amos and Hosea
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warned Judah. They "knew that unless they changed their ways
the nation was destined to become a slave of other nations"
(p. 49). "God was always ready to forgive His people if they
would turn to Him" (p. 50).

Lesson 8, Aim: To make plain that despair and des-
truction come eventually to the person or the nation
which refuses to go God's way (p. 58).

The "Journey to Destruction™ lesson contained the
prophecies of the prophet Isaiah--"a man with a message for
his people"--"You must depend on God, rather than other
countries, " was what he preached (p. 51). Jeremiah was the
other prophet in the lesson. He told the people about
someone to come: "In his days Judah shall be saved, and
Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he
shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS: . . ." (p. 54).

Lesson 9, Aim: To make plain the reasons for Judah's
captivity and to understand the lessons learned as its
results (p. 63).

"Life in Babylon," presented the prophet Daniel and
his three friends who escaped the furnace of King Nebuchad-
nezzer. They had taken a stand for their God., Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego, "refused to bend their knees" to the
king's idol, choosing rather to "let their case rest with
God" (p. 56). Ezekiel's words from God were summarized in
the lesson: "God had not turned His back on His people.

They could still reach Him" (p.57). The prophet also spoke

of One who would bring real peace to men,
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Lesson 10, Aim: To give Jjunior highs a better under-

standing of how God works to carry out His purpose;
through captivity God carried out His designs for the

Hebrew people (p. 67).

"Rising from Ruins," was the last lesson of the unit
and quarter., It seemed that the ruler who followed Nebuchad-
nezzar was friendly to the Hebrews. He "gave permission
all exiled people to return to their homes" (p. 60). Zerub-
babel led the people back to restore their land. "They
believed that if they put God first He would deliver them
from their enemies" (p. 61)., Ezra and Nehemiah returned
also to establish worship and to rebuild the walls of Jeru-
salem, The lesson ended with Messianic prophecy from Isaiah,

The third quarter'!s units were "Adventures in Christian
Living," and "How God Gave Us Our Bible." Again there was a
thirteen lesson quarter, The first unit on "Adventures in
Christian Living" had eight lessons, Jesus was the world's
"greatest Adventurer , . . . To follow Jesus means adventure
for us" (p. 2).

Every day brings new adventures; included are adven-

tures in "Making Right Choices" (I Corinthians 13:11;
II Corinthians 5:17; I Timothy .4:12-16; Matthew 6:19-21),

Ppo 3‘7.

The person who adventures in Christian living must
"Learn How to Say No" (Psalm 56:3-4; Daniel 3:16-18;
I Thessalonians 5:21-22; I Peter 3:12-17). Pp. 8-12,

Here's real adventure for you-~-accepting God!s
challenge to "Master Your Moods" (Proverbs 16:32; I
Peter 5: 5-10). Pp. 13-17.
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Advancement in Christian Living soon leads to a dis-
covery of "God's Pattern for Personality" (Matthew 23:11-
12; 7:1-5; I Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19-20; Philippians 4:
8-9; Galatians 5:22-23)., Pp. 18-21,

For a sure gulde to adventure every day set a time for
"Bible Reading and Prayer" (Psalms 19:7-11; Philippians
4:6; I Peter 2:2-3; Matthew 6:9-13). Pp., 22-26,

The adventurer in Chrisfian living soon finds that his
progress depends on "Learning to Trust God" (Hebrews 12:
1-2; 10:35-39; Romans 8:38; Isaiah 26:3-4; Psalms 37:5).
Ppe 27=30,

Adventuring in Christian living isn't all solo; in-
cluded are "Adventures through the Church" (Ecclesiastes
9:10; Exodus 35:25, 39; 36:5; II Timothy 1:6-9; Galatians

5:13)0 Pp. 31-35c

Opportunity for greater adventures in Christian living
will result from "Adventuring in Responsibility"
(Galatians 6:10; Mark 13:34-36). Pp. 36-39.

Lesson 1, Aim: To alert junicor highs to the adventures
that are to be had in Christian living, and to show that
the ability to say no to wrong and yes to right is basic
to adventuring that results in spiritual progress (p. 9
Junior High Teacher ).

"Making Right Choices," pointed up that "The person

who lives wholly obedient to God will not fail to come face

face with situations that call for spiritual daring and

courage" (p. 4). There were two statements given which

summarized the importance of right choices:

You must . . . know first of all that you are a
Christian, that your sins are forgiven and you are
doing your best to follow Christ . . . You have reached
an age that requires you to do some thinking and decid-
ing for yourself (p. 5).

The first help for making progress "is the Bible."
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Lesson 2, Aim: To give Juniorhi%hs opportunity to
learn how to say "no" to wrong and "yes" to right, fear-
lessly and without apology (p. 13).

"Learn How to Say No." "One of the first lessons that

a young Christian must learn is how to say no in the right
way and at the right time" (p. 8). A Christian "is" a part
of God's family., "Tell ydurself frequently that‘yoﬁ have
something fine to 1ive up to when you measure up to God's

standards and you're glad for it" (p. 10).

Lesson 3, Aim: To bring Jjunior highs to an awareness
of the necessity of mastering their moods and emotions
instead of being mastered by them, and leading them to
see how to appropriate God's help in achieving the
mastery (p. 18).

The "Master Your Moods" lesson suggested, "know your-
self." A person, if he desired to control himself would
bring himself into harmony with the leadership of the Holy
Spirit, Developing a good sense of humor will help a
Christian to know happiness more easily, "Decide right now
what desirable emotion you need to cultivate . . . and ., ., .
ask God every morning to help you to be master of your own

spirit" (p. 17).

Lesson 4, Aim: To make junior highs aware of the
personality traits--"fruits"--it is possible for them
to develop after they accept God's will and allow His
Spirit to indwell them (p. 23).

"God!'s Pattern for Personality," was a lesson begun

with a formula for a Christian personality. Christian per-

sonality will become stronger when consideration for others
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has been practiced, "Can you think of some opportunities
you have had . . . to show consideration?”

Lesson 5, Aim: To inspire Jjunior highs to see that
daily prayer and Bible reading are adventures with God
whereby they gain the help they need for progress in
Christian living (p. 28).

"Bible Reading and Prayer." The lesson was illustra-

ted by suggesting the excitement of finding gold nuggets,
Reading the Bible as a practical guide to life 1is as reward-

ing and exciting as "digging in California" for gold nuggets.
"There is great reward," Prayers "change your attitude to-
wards yourself , . . your enemies ; e o your pfoblems." (p.
23). "Whatever degree of success or failure you have in
your Christian 1life is due to your private devotional life"

(p. 26).

Lesson 6, Aim: To help junior highs develop in trust
in God that they may become stalwarts of falth--persons
through whom God can work to carry out His plans (p. 33).

The "Learning to Trust God," lesson taught that God

"has" a plan for everyone, and He would help each to find

His plan. "Commit thy way unto the Lord" was a way of say-
ing consecration., "Nothing can come intd your life that will
defeat you , » . if you keep faith in God (p. 30).

Lesson 7, Aim: To help junior highs see how Church-
directed activity helps them make progress in Christian

living, and how they help in promoting the cause of
Christ when they %ive time and effort in service through

the church (p., 38
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"Adventures Through the Church."™ The local church
"offers" many opportunities for service., To become more
effective in service a person must respond when asked to do
small things as quickly and efficiently as to greater respon-
sibilities. "Young people who are half-hearted about their
religion are the ones that have the greatest difficulty in
adventuring in Christian living" (p. 34).

Lesson 8, Aim: To help junior highs relate the

ability of carrying through when given responsibility to
the important business of making spiritual progress

(p. 42),

" was a lesson calling

"Adventuring in Responsibility,
young people to beware of the temptation of trying to shift
"regsponsibility to someone elsefs shoulders when we feel we
ought to do one thing but want to do another" (p., 36). "No
matter what it is, if it is something we ought to do, God
expects us to carry through" (p. 38). The measure of a
person's adult success usually depended upon his ability as
a young person to take responsibility.

The other unit of the quarterly for July, August, and
September was entitled, "How God Gave Us Our Bibles." The

five lessons were presented with Scriptural referencés.

"God's Word in Writing" (Genesis 12:1; Exodus 34:1-
2, 27-28; Deuteronomy 3:19, 24-26), Pp. 41-45,

"The Writing Continues" (II Samuel 1:17-18; Isaiah
8:16; Jeremiah 36:1-4), Pp, 46-50,

PORTLAND CENTER LIBRARY
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"More Writing Needed" (Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30-31;
Acts 1:1-2). Pp. 50-54,

"So All May Read" (Acts 2:7-11; 8:26-31). Pp. 55-59.

"The Work Continues" (II Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 4:
12). Pp. 6-64,

Lesson 1, Aim: To learn the story of the beginning of
God'!s Word in writing and what the first part of His
written Word is (p. 48).

"God's Word in Writing,'" opened into an everyday
experience of four boys who visited a Bible literature pro-
fessor to get some Sunday School questions answered, The
boys were told that the Bible was the most important Book
ever printed, "Without the Bible we would have no way of
knowing that there is forgiveness for our sins, cleansing of
our hearts, or hope of heaven" (p. 42).

Lesson 2, Aim: To guide junior highs in learning how

the writing of 0ld Testament books was continued and how
the 01d Testament canon was settled (p. 52).

"The Writing Continues," lesson started with Moses, the
first writer of the Bible Books. The professor explained
that these were not the only books written. He went on to
tell the boys: "The writings that were saved were written by
men inspired by the Holy Spirit . . . they alone were intend-
ed originally to be a part of Godfs Word" (p. 47). These
men wrote according to their ability and training. "A Jewish

council met in A, D, 90 ., . . and . . . named the bodks of

the 0ld Testament which we have" today (p. 50),
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Lesson 3, Aim: To describe briefly the writing of
New Testament books and to show that the 0ld Testament is

incomplete without the New (p. 57).
"More Writing Needed," referred to the need of the
New Testament writings. God had promised a Savior all
through the 0l1d Testament. "The New Testament is the record
that these things came to pass just as God had promised"
(p. 51). In A, D. 397 the Council of Carthage "officially
settled the matter about which books belonged ih the New

Testament"(p., 54).

Lesson 4, Aim: To show it is God's plan to make His
Word available to people of different languages through
translations from the original languages in which it is
written (p. 61).

"So All May Read" dealt with the translation of the
Scriptures. The professor of Bible literature explained to
his four visitors how the Bible got from its original Hebrew
and Greek to English. The process of taking God's Word to
more people did not stop. "The Holy Spirit has put this
same concern on the hearts of Christians" today (p. 56).

Lesson 5, Aim: To show how the Holy Spirit has led

and guided men to continue devotedly the slow, tedious
work of translating the Bible into an increasing number

of languages (p. 66).

"The Work Continues," was the last lesson in the
quarterly. The basic reason for translation of the Bible was
given again. "It is God's Word of hope and salvation to us
and to everyone in the world" (p. 60)., The professor conclud-

ed his sessions with the boys by emphasizing the work being
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done by the American Bible Society and other literature

organizations,

The October, November, and December quarterly had two
unit series., "How the Church Began and Grew'" had ten lessons,
while the unit "This I Believe" had four., 1961 had fifty-
three Sundays instead of the regular fifty-two., The Book of
Acts has been used as the setting for the unit "How the

Church Began and Grew."

"God's Time for the Church" (Matthew 28:19-20; John
14:26; Acts 1:4,8; 2:17-18, 32-33, 38-39,41). Pp., 3-6,

"A Glorious Beginning" (Acts 3:9-10; 4:4,7-12; 5:14,
16, 29, 42). Pp., 7=11.

"Opposition Breaks Loose" (Acts T7:60; 8:3; 9:3-6).
Pp. 12-16,

"The Church Reaches Out" (Acts 8:4-8, 14-15, 36-38;
9:35, 42; 10:5-6, 28-29, 34), Pp. 17-21,

"The Church in Antioch" (Acts 11:19-21, 25-26, 28-
30). Pp. 22-25,

"The Church Goes Abroad" (Acts 13:2-3, 42-44; 14:21-
23, 27). Pp. 26-30.

"The Church Turns Westward" (Acts 16:9, 25-26, 37;
17:4, 11, 22-23), Pp. 31-34,

"The Church Meets Paganism" (Acts 19:18-20, 24-28),
Pp. .35-38.

"The Church in Rome" (Acts 23:11; 28:16, 23-24, 30-
31; Romans 1:16; Philippians 4:22; II Timothy 4:21).
Pp. 39-42.

"Into All the World" (Matthew 5:10-12; Romans 15:24-
ig, 28; II Corinthians 11:26-27; I Peter 5:13). Pp, 43-
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Lesson 1, Aim: To help Jjunior highs realize why it
was necessary for God to send the Holy Spirit before He
could establish His Church in the world, and why we need
the Holy Spirit in our lives to carry on the work of His
Church today (p. 11, Junior High Teacher).,

"God's Time for the Church," The message for the
world was that "The Son of God triumphed over the forces of
evil" (p. 3). The Lord had risen giving salvation to all
who would accept Him. God revealed His plan when Jesus said
to His disciples, "Go ye," First, the Lord told them to
receive the power of the Holy Spirit., "The Holy Spirit is
our Power to make God's news of salvation known to our
relatives and friends" (p. 6).

Lesson 2, Aim: To impress Jjunior highs with what

happens when we witness for Christ joyfully, positively,
and courageously (p. 16).

"A Glorious Beginning," described the day of Pentecost
and the birth of the church, Peter and John were ordered not
to preach about Jesus, but God led them on to preach, "The
Holy Spirit in the lives of the believers helped them td
work together in a holy fellowship" (p. 9). '"What could
your class do to help your church grow? What‘could you do
that you are not doing?" (p. 11).

Lesson 3, Aim: To make plain how the Holy Spirit

caused the persecutions of the Early Church to be a help,
not a hindrance, to the spread of the gospel (p. 21).
The "Opposition Breaks Loose," lesson told the story

of Stephen, how he had the Holy Spirit, the Lord used him,

and he was the first martyr. "The final test of one'!s faith
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in Christ was whether or not he believed in the Resurrection"
(p. 13). This was Stephen's message. Saul of Tarsus had a
remarkable experience on his way to Damascus., "It was God's
Spirit who worked upon the intelligent, capable young per-
secutor whose zeal and courage were needed for the church"
(p. 15). 1Imagine what his friends said,

Lesson 4, Aim: To make plain that the Early Church
was reaching into regions beyond Jerusalem in accordance

with Jesus' commission to the disciples to "be witnesses
unto me . . . unto the uttermost part of the earth"

(ps 26).

"The Church Reaches Out," lesson gave the persecution
of the Christians, as the reason for church expansion,
Spirit-filled Christians left Jerusalem because fthey were in
danger, Everywhere they went fhough, they witnessed of
Christ., Philip's experience with the Samaritans, and Peterls
experience with the Gentiles were taken up in the lesson,

The Samaritans were outcasts and the Gentiles were heathen,
yet the Spirit of God led these two disciples to them with
the gospel message., "Do you frequently ask the Holy Spirit
to direct you to someone who needs your testimony?" (p. 19).
Lesson 5, Aim: To review the account of the first
church to be established in gentile territory, and to
make clear how eagerly gentiles listened to and accepted
the gospel when it was preached to them (p. 31).
"The Church In Antioch," was a lesson on the beginning

of missionary work. “"And the disciples were called Christians

first in Antioch" (p.‘24). These people were trying to be
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like Christ, and "Christian" identified them with Him, The
spirit of the Christians of the Early Church was one of shar-
ing. It gave them unify in living and working together,

"It was love put into action" (p. 25).

Lesson 6, Aim: To make plain one of the reasons for
the rapid growth of the Early Church; it is obedience to
the promptings of the Holy Spirit, as when Barnabas and
Saul were chosen missionaries to the gentiles and obeyed
with no hesitation (p. 36).

"The Church Goes Abroad." Saul, Barnabas, and John

Mark went out from Antioch as the first missionaries, John
Mark turned back, but the others went on, One day Paul and
Barnabas were worshipping, the next day Paul was stoned,

"If we were more enthusiastic about the work of our church
would it, perhaps, grow at a greater rate of speed?" (p. 29).
The Early Church missionaries established many churéhes.

Lesson 7, Aim: To show that the Holy Spirit guided
the missionaries to the places where the gospel was to
be preached as well as called people to places of
leadership in the Church (p. 40).

"The Church Turns Westward." This lesson explained

how God‘led Paul into Europe with the gospel message. As a
result the story continued westward to America., Those who

refused to accept what Paul preached accused him of turning
the world upside down.

Lesson 8, Aim: To make plain that wherever the

gospel 1is accepted it brings about revolutionary changes
in individuals, and consequently in group life (p. 45).
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"The Church Meets Paganism." Paganism and Christian-
ity “"are" opposed to each other. Paul and the many
missionaries who have followed him have found that many
pagans listen to the "good news." Some have accepted the
message of salvation from sin,
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