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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Prayer is an interesting subject to some; to others it
is foolishness and nonsense. Because men are curious beings
and desire to know, and because knowledge is hidden from the
wise and revealed unto babes it was studled to see what good
was derived from prayer,

The Bible reveals that prayer was used in the 014
Testament times. Abraham, Gideon, Daniel, Elijah, and the
children of Israel all used it, Abraham used it to accomplish
feats,l Gideon used it to find God's will for them,z Daniel
used prayer to stop lion's mouths,B Elijah used it to bring
rains,h and the children of Israel used it to stop oppressionu5

In the Hew Testament times prayer was used by Paul to
learn of God and find God's will,6 the Church to get Peter
delivered from prison,7 by Stephen to ask forgiveness for

wrongdoers,8 and by Paul and S8ilas to thank God for the

1 genesis 20:17.
2 Judges 6:36-L0.,
3 Daniel 6:10,22.
L I Kings 18:L2-L5,
5 Judges 6:7, 8:28.

6 galatians 1:16-17.

7 Acts 12:5-13,

8 Acts T7:60.
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privilege of suffering for the Lord Jesus' sake which brought
an earthquake and deliverance from prison and changed a jailere9

Wany of us know very little sbout this subject;
therefore, this study has been made to reveal any slgnillcance
it has for people today. FPrayer has been used by many people
and for some meager results were obtained. It availed for
those_of Bible times, filled the lack in thelr lives, and led
many to great victories. Therefore, we will study 1t to
endeavor to find its values and merits,

Furthermore, as a glance was taken at the early Bible
characters and their lives noted, while trying to declde why
they used prayer, a number of things were observed. irst,
those near the dawn of creation did not have the written Word
of God. Secondly, some people did not have a written language
in the time of Jacob for there 1s no evidence of their culture.
Thirdly, these people were sincere. They lived a high type
of 1ife after they had learned many lessons about (3od, one
unto whom they offered sacrifices and prayers of pralse and
petition. They learned obedience through their lesscns in
difficult trials. Ferhaps God was trying to restore fellow-
ship with them as He had had with Adam before the Fall,
when He came in the cool of the day and talked with him,

Prayer was used extensively in the 0ld Testament for

intercession, for praise, for petition, in all life's

9 Acts 16:25-31.
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situations. In the New Testament Jesus set the example by
praying, sometimes all nighﬁ long.lo The early Church found
it necessary.ll It wes a vital thing. What part does it play

today?
I. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

It was the purpose of this study to make a comparison
of’ the teaching on prayer by E. M. Bounds, Wesleyan in theology;
Reverend Andrew Murray, Keswickilan; and George Arthur Butirick,
liberallst, attempting to find out the different viewpoints
about prayer in Wesleyan, Keswickian, and liberal circles
as repreaeﬁted by these three men.

A further purpose was for personal benefit, hopilng
to disceover how to pray and belleve God for nmore effective

answers from Him,
II. JUSTIFICATION OF THE PROBLEM

Although many people pray and have prayed, few know
very much about prayer, Time has been spent but results have
not been fortheoming,

It was the first time to the writer's knowledge that

10 1uke 6312,

11 acts 622,
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such a study had been made of the viewpolnts of three men
representing three schools of religious thought concerning '

prayera.
III. TREATMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Each man's work was treated separately giving the
following about each (1) bilographical sketch, (2) his
definition of prayer, {3) his teaching of what constitutes
the basis of prayer, (lj) his teaching as to what is the
true necessity of prayer, (5) his teaching as to what
prayer truly does, and (&) a summary of the man's teaching.

All the Bible quotations were taken from the American

Standard Verslon of the Bible.



CHAPTER II
TEACHING OF EDWARD McKENDREE BOUNDS
I, BIOGRAPHICAL BEKETCH

Edward McKendree Bounds was born in Shelby County
Missourl, August 15, 1835, and died August 24, 1913, in
Washington, Georgia. He received a common school education
at Shelbyville and was admitted to the bar soon after his
majority. He practiced law untll called to preach at the
age of twenty-four, His first pastorate was Monticello,
Missouri, Circult, It was while serving as pastor of
Brunswick, Missouri, that he was made a prisoner of war
because he would not take the oath of allegiance to the
Federal Government, He was sent to Saint TLouis and later
transferred to Memphls, Tennessee,

Pinally securing his release, he travelsd on oot
nearly one hundred miles to joln General Plerce's commend
in Misslssippl and was soon after made chaplain of the Fifth
Missouri Regiment, a position that he held until near the
close of the war, when he was captured and held prisoner at
Nashville, Tennessee.

After the war he was pastor of churches in Tennessee
and Alabama. In 1875 he was assigned to Saint Paul Methodist
Church in Saint Louis, and served for four years. In 1876 he
was married to Miss Fmmie Barnette at Hufaula, Alabame, who.

died ten years later. In 1887 he married Miss Hattie Barnette.
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After several more pastorates he was sent to the Flrst
Methodist Church in Ssint TLouls, Missouri, for one year and
to Salnt Paul Methodist Church for three years, At the end
of his pastorate, he became the editor of the Saint Louls
"Christian Advocate".

Dr. Bounds was & forceful writer and a very deep
thinker., HFHe spent the last seventeen years of his life with
his family in Washington, Georgia. MNost of his time waas spent
readinz, writing and praying. He arose at four o'clock each
morning for many years to pray and was indefatigable in his
study of the Bible.+

| In the early years of the Twentieth Century Doctor
Bounds walked the streets of his own little village with his
manuscripts tled up with a twine string, and written upon
the backs of old clrculars and ehvelopes. He was. ever looking
for some oné who would undertake to prepare the manuseripts
for publication and asking his friends to pray that God
would raise up a man that would publish his writings. This

was done by the editor Homer W. Hodge.2

1 p, M Bounds, Purpose in Prayer (New York: Fleming
H. Revell Company, 1920), Introduction by H. W. Hodge.

2 B, M. Bounds, Satan: His Personality, Power and
Overthrow (New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1922), De 5e
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Some of Doctor Bounds' better known books are Satang

fis Personality, Power and Overthrow; Purpose in Prayer;

Preacher and Prayer; Power Through Prayer and The Reality

of Prayer,

ITI, DEFINITION OF PRAYER

Prayer, according to Bounds, was the noblest
exercise to God, the loftlest efforts of man and the most.
real thing.3.True‘prayer was alive, came from the heart, was
by the Holy Spirit,h and was an inwrought fire and force.>
Phis meant that the best of our time, the heart of our time
and strength was given first to prayer, and second to activities.
Both of these were freshened and made efficient by prayer in
the closet.»6 Prayer must be of that quality which when.
presented before God worked mighty throeg and revolutions, T

being the most serious work of men's most serious years.8

3 B, M, Bounds, Preacher and irayer (Chicago and Bostons:

The Christian Witness Company, 1911), p. 25.
b bee anss
> Abid., pe 30
6 1bid., p. 29-30.
& Ibide., po 30.
8 1bid., p. 30-31.
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A humbling and spiritual work,9 prayer was the path
that led to God.'0 Bounds saild that to God's true pre achers,

Frayer was to them what it was to Paul, a striving

with earnest effort of soul; what it was to Jacob, a
wrestling and prevailing; what it was to Christ, 'strong
erying and tears.,' They 'prayed always with all prayer
and supplication in the %pirit, and watching thereunto
with all perseverance.'

"Prayer is the creator as well as the channel of
devotion." 2 Devotion and prayer were listed as unlted as
the Spirit and body and neither was real wlthout the obther.
Prayer was as essentlal In this complete, loving devotion
to God as food was to the life,13

Prayer was given as direct contact with God in which

man tal ked to God and God talked to man giving revelations

not found elsewhere.lh’
' ' III. BASIS OF PRAYER

Bounds believed in a personal God,15 and in His Son,10

9 Ibid., p. 36,
10 1bid., p. L.
11 Ibid.; pe L2
1z Ibld., p. 61.
13 1bid., p. 62.
1 Ibid., p. 82,
15 1bid., p. 5-6, 31.

16 1hide, p. 6.
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and in the Holy 3pirit17 which were the main bases of prayer.
liis belief concerning each will be shown while dealing with
the characteristics of the man he portrayed who was all
sufficient in prayer.

That God was dependent upon men and interested in
them for He limlted himsell to work through men, was shown
when Bounds said,

The glory and efficlency of the gospel is staked on the
men who proclaim ite When God declares that 'the eyes
of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth,
to show himself strong in the behalfl of them whose heart
is perfect toward him,' he declares the necessity of
men and his dependence on them as cgannel thrcough which
to exert his power upon the world.l

Bounds taught that the need of the church was men
of preyer for he said,

What the church needs today 1s . . . men whom the

Holy Ghost can use-men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.
The Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, but
through men, He does not come on machinery, but_on men.
He does not ancint plans, but men-men of prayer.

The character as well as the fortunes of the gospel
were committed to the preacher., The accidents of personal
character have a great deal to do with accomplishments. .The
preacher made or marred the message Ifor he was the golden

pipe through which the divine message flowed from God

17 Ibide, ps T
18 Ibidop Foe 60
19 1pid., p. 7.
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to man. The whole man lay behind the sermon which was the

outflow of 1ife.20

Bounds seld, "The preacher 1ls commissioned to uray
as well as to preach.“21 He saild, qguoting Blshop Hamilton,

"No man is likely %o do much good in prayer who does
not begin by looking upon it in the light of a work

to be prepared for and persevered in with all the
earnestness which we bring to bear upon subjects which
are in our Sginion at once most interesting and most
necessary."

Then Bounds continued by saying thet reverence, simplicity,
sincerity, and truth in the Iinward parts23 were demanded of
the preacher at prayer, and also

The preacher must be surrendered to God in the holiest
devotion, .He is not a professional man, his ministry
is not a professgion; it is a divine institution, a
divine devotion. He 1s devoted to God. His aim,
aspirations, ambition are for God and to God, agg to
such prayer ls as essential as food 1s to life.“"

Bounds gave this description of the true Iintercessor,

What loftiness of soul, what purlty and elevation
of motive, what unselfishness, what self-sacrifice, what
exhaustive toll, what ardour of spirit, whag divine tact
are requisite to be an intercessor {for men! 5

20 Ibid., p. 7“'8.

2l 1bid., p. 37s
22 Ibida, Pe 5’.}.
23
2l

- 25 E. M. Bounds, Power Through Prayer (London: Marshall,
Morgan and Scott, Limited), pp. 102-103.

ITbid., pe 25.
Ibid' po 620
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To be an intercessor lor men, one must lay hlmsell out in
self~-sacrifice and toll, with ardour of spirit and divine
tact.26
Thus we have {ound Bounds' belief in God's Trinity
of Belng and men in rlght relationship to Him to be the

basis of prayer.
IV, HNECESS8ITY OF PRAYER

Bounds showed that the apostles knew the necessity
and worth of prayer to their ministry;27 the prayers of
saintly leaders did much in making saints of those who were

28 and 1f tue church leaders in after years had

not apostles;
been as ardent in prayer as the apostles there would have

been no dark times of 'worldliness and apostasy in the Church
to mar its history, darken its glory and arrest its advance.29
The necessity of prayer seemed based upon what 1t would

do, for this showed prayer would have kept the Church advanc-

ing, kejpt out worldliness and made salints of 1ts members.

26 1nid., p. 103

27 ‘Preacher and Prayer, p. 10l.

28 1p1d., p. 103.

29 15¢. cit.
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Another necessity was pointed out when Bounds
portrayed that a prayerless ministry would never be able
to teach CGod's truth.Bo
If you as ministers are not very prayerful, you
~are to be pitled. If you become lax in sacred
devotion, not only will you need to be pltied but your
people also, and the day cometh in whieh you shall be
ashamed and confounded,-t
Prayer was as necessary as alr to the 1ungs.32 To get the
full revelation of God, much time must be spent in the
secret place of prayer; for little time spent with God meant
being of little use to GOd033 The Apostle Paul declared
he would gilve himself night and day, praying exceedingly,
which showed how he emphasized the value of prayer.3LL
Prayer kept from backsliding, from being heartlessg

professionals and rationalistic.35

Salvation never finds its way to a prayerless
heart. The Holy Spirit never abildes in a prayerleas
spirit. Preaching never edifies a prayerless ggul.
Christ knows nothing of prayerless Cnristians.

30

" Ibidsy pe. 109.
32

Ibid., p. 108,
33

34

Ibld., p. 102,

35 Ibld.; D« 27

36 Ibido’ Poe 39-

Ibide, ps 107

Ibide, p. 118-19,
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Prayer was necessary to keep one's spirit in harmony with
the divine nature of the high callingi3! to keep from
engrossing, hardening, and estranging the heart;38 and
to keep God's presence in the power of the Holy Spirit.39

It was necessary to pray because to great men of
prayer, who thought praying their main business and devoted
time accordingly, God committed the keys of his kingdom,
and through them does he work the spiritual wonders in this
world. Great praying was the slgn and seal of God's great
leaders and the earnest of the conguering forces with
which Cod crowned their labors.uo In every successful
ministry prayer was the controllyling force which was evident
in the 1life and work of the preacher.hl

The necessity and possibility . of prayer were
climaxed in the faet that "its power and results are
manifested in arresting and changing the purposes of

God and in relleving the stroke of His power."hg God's

wrath sgainst Job's comforters was turned away by Job's

v Ibid., p. 2B,
38
Loc: elt.

42 Ibid., p+ 35.

Lo

Ibides P 37s
1
4 Ibide, p. 38,

2
4 Purpose 1ln Frayer, p. 15
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prayers, and when Abimelech and his house were smitten by

L3

God, they were healed by Abrabham?s prayers.
V. WHAT PRAYER DOES

Praying brought the first fentecost,?“h and a
prayerful minlstry qualified for the high offices and
responsibilities of the preacher.hg

Bounds taught that prayer affected one's minlstry,
gave tone to one's life, gave color and bent to chanmcter,h6
made preaching strong and made it stick.h7

The preacher that prays lndeed puts God into the

work. God does not come into the preacher's work as

a matter of course or on general priﬁgiples, but he

comes by prayer and special urgency.
Prayers brought God when special urgency was used with it,hg
and gained mighty results for God when used by men who
prevailed in thelr pleadings with God before venturing to

plead with men.SO

43

Loc. c¢lt,

Preacher and Prayer,.p. 39

L5 T.oc. cite

L6

Iblid.; p. 30.

L7

Tbhid, Poe 9310

L8

Ibide;, p. 3%,

Loe, clite.
50
>’ Ibid., p. 35.
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Prayer made the man, the preacher, and the pastor.Sl
Tae preacher who prayed indeed put God into the wofk, and
passed beyond mere affairs of the ministry into the regilon
of the spiritual, making Holiness the product of his work,52
Prayer schooled the preacher in and stored him with the
things of God: his deep communings with God about his
peeple and the agony of his wrestling spirit crowned him s
prince Iin the things of God.53

Prayer brought oneness among the bretnren,sh’and
melted the coldness and indifference of mere professional-

ism.55

They so prayed as to affect their own lives and
the lives of others; they so prayed as to make the
history of _ghe Church and influence the current of
the times.
One who learned to pray well drew ab will, and with
acceptance on heaven's unfailing bank.57 Much prayer was the
secret of knowing (Gtod and of influence with Him, for He

yielded to the persistency of faith that knew Him, and

51 Ibid., pe 12,
52 Ibid., p. 39-40.
53 Ibid., ps Lo.
sh Ibide, pe 41
55 Ibid., p. Lo,
56 Iblde, pe by,

57 1bide, p. L7.
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bestowed His richest gifts upon those who declared theilr

desire and appreciation for these gifts.58 Prayer-force made

59

saints and Holy characters.
Frayer freshened the heart of the preacher, kept
his heart in tune with God, fructified routine and moved
every wheel with the facility and power of a divine unction.60
Much prayer was the price of preaching unction and the one
condition of keeplng tnls unction,él the divine enablement
by which the preacher accomplished the peculiar and saving
ends of preaching‘ég Prayer engaged and set on fire every
element of the preacher's being,63 and its character
determined the character of the p;\c’eaching.f’}Jr
Bounds showed how important prayer was when he said,
The holier a man is, the more does he estimate
prayer; the clearer does he see that God glves Himself
to the praying ones, and that the measure of God's
revelation to the soul is the measure of the soul's

longing, importunate prayer for God, Salvation
never Tinds its way to a prayerless heart. The

56 1pid., p. bl
59 Ibid., p. 6k
60 1pid., p. 28.
1 1pid., p. 100.
62 Ibid., p. 95,
83 1btd., p. 3b.

6l Ibid., ps 31.
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Holy Spirit never abides in a prayerless spirit,

Preaching never edifles a prayerless sog%. Christ
knows nothing of prayerless Christians.

VI. SUMMARY OF BOUNDS TEACHING

Prayer was a spiritual striving, wrestling and
prevalling contact with God in whieh man talked to God and
Gtod talked to mane

Tiie basis of prayer wag a bellefl in a personal God
and a man wholly ylelded to God, bthrough whom the Holy Spirit
flowed unhindered. A man whose inward parts were full of
truth and the Holy Spirit was unselfish and self-~sacrificing,
had convietions concerning things and God's desire for him,
was aflame for God, felt the commigsion to pray and had a
true devotion to God., His aims, aspirations and smbitions
were only for God,

Prayer was necessary to get revelations from God, to
keep in tune with Him and to have divine eénablement for service.

Prayer unctionized the preacher for his work, drew the
power of (fod from heaven, set his being on firefor God and
gave the measure of God's revelation equal to the preacher's
longing of scul. Prayer brought oneness among the brethren
and made history of the Church and influenced the current of

the times.

65 Power Through Prayer, p. 110,




CHAPTER IIX
TEACHING OF ANDREW MURRAY
I, DBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

The paternal ancestors of Andrew Murray were
Aberdeenshire farmers, His father, his grandfathér, and
his great-grandfather all bore the name of Andrew Murray.
The Murrays belonged for the most part to the 0ld Light
Presbyteriana. His grandfather left sheepfarming for
milling., His uncle was a minister. The great-grandfather
was a man’of prayer and almost all for whom he interceded
evantuallﬁ became decided Christians. Murray's aunt
married afminister of the Congregational Church., His
father eably felt the missionary call and was a llcentiate
of the Church of Scotland. He accepbted the Call to South
Africs, and after ordination by the FPresbytery of Aberdsen,
went to Holland for ten months to learn the Duteh language.
He then returned to London and salled to Cape Town, South
Africa., Two years later ne wet HMiss Marla Susanna Stegmann,
whose father and mother were of German Descent. From his
mother's slde of the family there mingled in hisg veins
German, French Huguenot, and Calvinist Dutch blood which
interfused to form a sturdy South African Stock.

To Andrew Murray, missionary to South Africa, and
Maria Stegmann were born John, September 15, 1826; Andrew,
May 9, 1828; william in 1829; Maria 1831; Charles 1833;
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Jemima 1836: Isabella 18393 James 18Li3; ceorge 18L5; Helen
18L9: and Eliza 18555

Little is known of Andrew Murray's youth, but when
he was ten, he and hls elder brother John were sent to
Scotland for thelr education,

He was a boy of somewhat exuberant spirits, less
quiet and studious than his elder brother, who was studious,
thoughtful, slow of speech, and early gave signs of the grace
that was within him., Andrew was ac¢tive of body, gquieck in
thought and speech, of a retentive memory, and able eésily
to assimilate knowledge. He was devout and earnest from his
childhood, yet he dates his conversion from the time when
he was a student at the University of Utrecht.

Wurray reflected the disposition of his mother which
was bright and eager. He and his brother studied side by
side, and both became preachers. John died when fifty-six
which broke their long-held alffection.

His mother lived to be eighty-one. 8he died in the
home of her son Charles who lived in the old parsonage at
Graaf-Relnets Hls father had dled twenty-three years
earlier,

Murray was ordained Iin the Dutch Reformed Church
at the Hague, Holland. After three years of further study
he accepted a church at Bloemfontein, South Africa. On
July 2, 1856, he married Miss Eume Rutherford. She was the
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daughter of an influential Cape Town merciant, who being

a christian, was a member of the Cape of Good Hope scclebty
for alding deserving slaves and slave children to purchase
thelr freedom. Her parents were members of the Church of
England, and kept thelr home open to missionaries of all
denominations.

Murray was rector of the College at Bloemfontein
and after gerving eleven years he went to Worcester, an
educational center on the west coast of the Cape.

Andrew Murray worked as an educationalist, belng
trustee of Crey College and rector aﬁ Bloemfontein, getting
& D.D. from Aberdeen University, and a Litt. D. from the
University of Good Hope. He was elected as the moderator
of 8ix Synods, which met to promote church union. He
helped establish the mission Traonsug Institute in Wellington,
He traveled all over South Afrieca, ineluding Transvaal and
the Free State. Tie made trips to Ingland, Scoiland, and
other countries to raise money for his work,

On January 18, 1917, at the age of eighty-nine, he

went to be with his Lord.1

X Jo Du Plessis, The Life of Andrew Murray of South
Africa, (London: Marshal Brothers, Limited, 191§§,
pn I';Ogo ‘
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Murray was the author of many books some of which

were Ablde in Chrisf, Absolute Surrender, Deeper Christian

Life, Full Blessing of Pentecost, Holy in Christ, Humility,

Like Christ, Magter's Indwelling, Money, Two Covenants and

the Second Blessing, and With Christ in the School of

Prayer.

II. DEFINITION OF PRAYER

To Murray prayer was fellowship with God,2 an
individual personal conbtact with God;3 an intercourseh and
dialogue with God,5 talking to God and God answering back;
the highest and holiest work to which man can rise;® and
the essence of true religlon, the channel of blessing, the
sgcret of power and 11fe.7 Prayer was the one hand with which
man greasps the invisible wihile fasting was the other hand

with which man let loose and cast away the visible.8 Prayer

2 Andrew Murray, With Christ in the Schoodl of Prayer
(New York: Fleming H. Revell Company), Pe 30

3 Ipid., p. 111.

4 1p14., . 100,
5

6

Ibldsis pe 170,
Ibides Ds 2.

T vov. oiks

8 1pid., p. 98.
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was the reaching out after God and the unseen,?

Prayer was the royal power a child of God exercised
in heaven on behalfl of others,lO the power through which
blessings came to others.ll Prayer was the power on which
ingathering of the harvest and the coming of the kingdom
depended.12

Jesus was a master 1ln the art of prayer.13 Jesus knew
what prayer was; he learned amid the trials and tears of his
earthly 1ife asnd in heaven prayer was still his work.lh With
delight Jesus would take the one praying with Him into the
Father's presence,

Clothe wilth power to pray down God's blessing on
those around them, whom He can train to be His fellow-
workers 1n the Intercession by which the kingdom is
to be revealsd on earth, ~=w-~- By His Holy Spirit,

He has access to our heart, and teaches us to pray
by showing us the sin that hinders the prayig, or

gilving us the assurance that we please God.

Jesus "will breathe, His own 1life, which is all prayer, into us."16

9 Ibid., p. 99,
o Ibid., pe 57
% Ibide, po 3)-%.
12 mntd. . ps Gl
13 Ibids, pe 1.
2 Ibld., p. 5
15 Ibid., pe. 5-6.
16 Ibid., p. 7.



23

Prayer conslsted of two parts: The asking; which was
the human; and the giving, which was the divine. The human
part also had two sides; the asking and the recelving, L7
The answer to prayer followed asking and led to sesking and
finding the giver, and this led to the knocklng end opening
of the door to the PFather's home and love. Receiving and
answer, and {inding God are the certain frults of prayer.l8

Murray also sald this of prayer,

¢ o o prayer still remains what it would have been if
man had never fallen: the proof of man's Godlikeness,
the vehicle of hisg intercourse with the Infinite One,
the power that iz allowed to hold the hand that holds
the destinies of the universe.

Prayer was not merely the cry of the suppllant for
merey; 1t was the highest forth-putting of his will by man,
who knew himself to be of Divine origin and created for and
capable of being, in king~like liberty, the sxecutor of the

counsels of the Eternal.go

IXI, BASIS OF PRAYER

The basis of prayer rested upon a bslief in God who

17 1vid., p. 35.
18 151d4., p. 33.
19 1p1d., p. 1L0.

20 Locy €lt.
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according to Murray was the infinlte Being.21 His teaching
was best understood when 1t was studied in the light of his
stress on the Holy Spirit and His coming., This helped to
explain Murray's teaching concerning the Father and Sons

‘ It is in the Spirit that God exists, for He is Spirit,
It is in the Spirit that the Son was begotten of the
Father: it is in the fellowship of the Spirit that
The Father and the Son are one,<
The great work Jesus began here on earth in reconciling
in his own body God and man is being carried on in heaven.
To do this He took into Himself the conflict between God's
righteousness and our sin, He ended the struggle on'the
cross ln His body snd then ascended into heaven that He might
carry out deliverance and manifest the victory He had
obtained, He is to ever live and pray in unceasing intercession.
In so doing He placed himself in living fellowship with
the unceasing prayer of the redeemed ones., Hils Intercession .
showed itself in theilr prayers and gave them a powser they
did not have before.23
The work that the blood effected in heaven when Christ
entered within the vell, was something so true and new
the redemption of our human nature into fellowship with

His resurrection-power and His exaltation-glory was so
intenssly real, the taking up of our humanity in Christ

* Ibide, pe 172

22 Tpid., pe 198.

23 Ibid.’ P. 198"‘199.



25
into the 1ife of the Three~One (od was an event of such
inconceivable significance, that the Holy Spirit, who had
to come from Christ's exalted humanity to testify in our
hearts of what Christ had accomplished, was indeed no
longer what He had been in the 0ld Testament. . . . He
ceme now first as the Spirit of the glorified Jesus.

The Spirit of the glorified Jesus, the Holy Spirit, "was not
=

(John vii. 39),; could not be, until He had been glorified."z)
The Holy Spirit known in the 0l1d Testament as the Spirit of
God now comes to communicate to believers the wonderful
provision of the Spirit of 1life in Christ Jesus. He was the
appointed conveyancer to make Jesus and all that is in Him
the bellevers own, The Holy Spirit is the Father's most
wonderful gift.26

The Son was from eternity God and now He entered a new
existence?! to intercede for the believers continually which
was absolutely necessary to continue the application of
redemption.2® The belilever participated in the benefit of
his work and in his work, This was because they were his

body. They shared with him in his glory.2% "The life in Him
and in us is identical, one and the saeme,"30 His 1life was to

2h 1pia., p. 199
25 oo, clt.
26 1hid., pe 50.

27 Ibide, po 199

28 1p1d., p. 206.

29 Tbid., p. 207.

30 roc. cit.
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be an ever praying life and likewise ours. Thls was a
prayer-union. What He prayed passed through the believer,
end what the believer prayed passed through Him, This meant
the "Holy Spirit . . . coming on us as the Spilrit of the
indwelling Jesus, revealing the Son and the Father ﬁithin."31
Murray indicated how we may possess more or legs of the
Spirit and so understand better how to accomplish more in
prayer when he'aaid,

« » o the extent of the abiding is the exact measure

of the power in prayer. It is the Spirit dwelling

within us that prays, not in words and thoughts always,

but in a breathing and a being deeper than utterance.

Just so much as there is of Christ's Spirit in us, is

there real prayer.

Concerning man Murray taught that some condlitlons for
answered prayer were to truly confess to God,33 to withdraw
from the world that God might meet one,3h to yield self %o
be led,35 to have a spirit of adoring submission and ready

obedience,36 to be consecrated to God,37 to be approved as a

friend of Gods3® God dealt with man in reference to angwering

31 1bid., p. 200-201
32 4., p. 201

33 1pid., p. 29.

3k Ibid., p. 18,

35 Inid., p. 27.
36 1p14., p. 8.

27 T.oc. clte.

28 1p14., . 58.
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not according to what man tried to be when praying but what

39

man was when not praying.

Man was bto forgive Iin the same way Christ and God

Lo

believing prayer was based upon a life wholly given over to

L2

the will of God in which dwelt the resl love of God,. All

forgave, and to have an uncondemned heart.ul The secret of

the asking and answers were to be to God's glory,b3 holding
the promise in respect and revarence.uh
Jesus went to the Father which gave Him a new power

L5

name and in unity and sympathy with Him.hé Believers were to

to hear prayer, therefore prayer was to be made in His

come seeking by His grace,h7 with a specifiec desire and

18

awaiting Cod's instruction; and & falth that yilelded to the

expectation,. They were to have childlike teachableness

3% 1pid., p. 107.
ho Ibide, p. 106,
K1 1pid., p. 107.
H2 Ibid., ps 108,
L3 Ibid., ps 15kL.
L Ibid., P 176,
L5 Ibid., ps 147.
L6 Ibid., ps 216,
L7 Ibid., ps 58.
i Ibld., p. 73
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breathings of the Spirit.u9
Paith is so wholly the work of God's Spirit through
His word in the prepared hesrt of the believing discipls,
that 1t is ilmpossible that the fulfillment should not
come § fg&th 1s the pledge and forerunner of the coming
answers
There was profit in praying as a group for 1ifting
in one accord enabled the Spirit to manifest His full
power.sl
In Christ man regained his original position which
was lost by Adam's fall, By ablding In Christ and forssking
self entirely, the believer lost his 1life and in so doing
found it in Christ, To these God's image and likeness was
restored by bringing them back to thelr original destiny.
Thease had the power to obtain and dispense the powers
of heaven here on earth., They lived as priests in God's
presence; sand ag kings the powers of the world to come
began to be at their disposal. They were to pray as priest

52

and kings for God, and by so praying have dominlon here

n, 53

on eart

49 1p1d., pe 1l
50 Tpid., pe 79
51 Ipid., p. 112,

52 Twid,, p. 1h2.

53 mpeay, pe b3,
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IV, NECESSITY OF PRAYER

Murray pointed out that prayer was necessary for it
gave fellowship with Jesus,Eh intercourse with God,ss
brought down from God the very 1llife and love of heaven,56
kept others Tfalth from failing,57 and brought convictions,
confessions and the workings of the Spirit.bB
Man's destiny from the first of creation was to rule
for God on earti as God's Vieceroy., This was pletured when he
said,
Man's destiny appears clearly from God’s language
at creation. It was to f£i11, to subdue, to have dominion
{italics in the original) over the earth and all in it,
All the three expressions show us that man was meant,
as God's representative, to hold rule here on earth.
As God's Viceroy he was to I'1ll God's place; himself
subject to God, he was to keep all else in subjection
- bto Him, It was the will of God that all that was %o
be done on earth should be done through him: gge history
of the ecarth was to be entirely in his hands,
¥an wag to fill, to subdue, and have domlnion over the earth
and all in it; In doing this man was to keep himself subject to

God, and all else in subjectlon to him, Power and authority

sl Andrew Vurray, God's Best Secrets (Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House), January 1l

55
56

Ibid., January 2.

Ibld., February l.
57 Ibid., February 6.
58 Ibid., February 7.

59 with Christ in the School of Prayer, p. 138,
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were delegated to man to do these things.60 This made it very
necessary to pray bo know God's will, Prayer was to be the
intercourse between God and His faithful servant, man.él
"Phe destinies of the world were given into the powsr of the
wishea, the will, the prayera"éa

With Adam's sin all this underwent a change, but
still prayer for others proved what power a man who was
God's friend had in the making of the history of those around
hime. The prayers of Abraham for Abimelch, for Ishmael, énd
Tor Sodom and Lol showed how prayer brought blessing,
influenced the will of God; and decided the destinles of
those who came in contact with God.63 This was man's destiny
from the first for man was created with the inner fltness and
likeness in inner nature to do this. The God likeness gave
man & real fitness for being medlator between God and the
world. At creation man was prophet, priest, and king to
interpret God's will, to represent nature's needs, to receive
and dispense God's bountles. Man was so like God that God
could trust him to carry out his plans by asking and
ocbtalning what the world might need. Sin frustrated this,

60

Locs eit.
61 1pid,, p. 139.
62 1oc. cit.

83 gon. aite
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but prayer still remained what 1t would have been had man not
fallen.6h Though in Adam man fell, in Christ man regalined
his originsal position, and the Church abiding in Corist,
-"inherits the promise: 'Ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you.'"és This meant they were to intercede to God
in behalf of all things for a restored relationship..:This was
one of the great necessities,for:prayer:éé

Prayer was the channel through which the lntercessors

were to receive power for thelr work and because Jesus went
to His Father Hls followers may ask and receive.67 Persevering
prayer was necessary to receive the blessing, remove uhinderances,
‘bring into closer fellowship with God, and céll to a closer

68

and more simple abiding in Christ.
V., WHAT PRAYER DOES

Murray taught that prayer had much benefit for the
individual praying, It filled the one praying with the spirit
of devotlon to such an extent that he was willing to work in

69

God's vineyard, Because prayer was to be the expression of

6l Ibid., p« 139-1L0.
o5 Ibids, P« 1k

LOC- Cit.
671*01«1., ps 1L5,
8Ibid., pe 123

69 Ibido, e 68.
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definite needs, it taught the one praying to know his needs
better.7o Secret prayer blessed the 1life of the ons praying
and was rewarded openly.!™ Proyer gave power for worlk, 12
brought the gift of the Spirit, the gift in which all others
were comprised,73 obtained strength and blessing for the one
praying,7h got the aid of the Spirit,75 and recelived an answer
if the one praying truly knew the Father.75

It is Jesus, praying Himself, who teaches to pray. He
knows what prayer is., He learned it amlid the trials and
tears of His earthly life, In heaven it is stlll His
beloved works: His life there i1s prayer. Nothing delights
Him more than to find those whom He can take with Him into
the Father's presence, whom He can clothe with power to
pray down God's blessing on those around them, whom He
can train to be His fellow-workers in the interc$%sion
by which the kingdom is t» be revesled on earth.

Prayer revealed the kingdom of God on earth, The one praying

was led to & child-life with Gud.78 True belleving prayer that

70_;2&&., pPe T2
e Ibide, pe 20
12 Ibid., p. 145,
73 Ibid., p. 48.
7 Ibid., pe 56.
75 Ibld., p. 58,
% Ibide., p. 57.
[ Ibid., p. 5-6.

7 1p1d., p. 30.
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was based upon a love for man and God was heart searching to
the one offering it.79
Murray taught that prayer for others called the powers
of heaven to ald as was needed by the disciples,80 provided
laborers and needs of the world,81
. They know not that God rules the world by the prayers
of His salnts; that prayer is the power by which Satan
is conquered; that by prayer the Churech on eagah has
disposal of the powers of the heavenly world.
brought down the blessing of God's work and love on the

world around,83 and availed much, for he that asked received.eh
In the work of Intercession Jesus gave us power to pray in

His neme because ail right and power of prayer was His.  His
work on earth as a prlest was but a beginning for He now

lives within the veil to continue His work, He, belng at the
right hand of God, Interceding for us is an intense reality.,
His reconeiliation work could not take place without the
unceasing exercise of Divine power in Heaven. He put forth
power for conversions, sanctifications, and victories over

the world and sin. These took place through His prayer whick .

ol
®

79 1bid., p. 108.
6o Intds, ps Gl
81 1p14., p. 68,
82 Ibid., p. 116,
83 Ibid., p. 26.

S Ibide, pPs 3lie

PORTLAND CENTER LIBRARY
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He asked and recelved of the.Father.ag The members of His body
also ask and receive in this life-union.eé

Murray used the requests of the Apostle Paul to hils
churches to sihow that the pfayers of the Church were %o him
a real factor in the work of the kingdom, as the power of
God.87 These did much in furthering God's cause., The Church
praying as a group on earth had disposal of the powers of the
heavenly world. Every assembly was consecrated as an assembly
in Jesus' name to be a gate of heaven, where His Presence

was to be felt and His power experience in the Father's

fulfilling their desires,88
VI. GSUMMARY OF MUHRRAY'S TEACHING

To Murray prayer was fellowship with God, an individual
personal contact of communing, as in dialogue, with the one
who holds the destinies of the universe,

The basis of prayer rested upon a bellef in God as
Father, an infinlte Being, and the Lord Jesus His Son who
died on the cross., The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the

glorifled Jesus was the appointed conveyancer to make Jesus

85

W Ibide, po 207.
87

Ibido’ Pe 205“2060

Ibidu, Poe 115-
88
Ibid., p. 116,
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and all that was in Him the believer's own., He was the girft
of the PFPather and was known as the Spirit of God in 01d
Testament times.

- Man was to be wholly given over to the will of God,
have the real love of God abiding within, have God's image,
and was to have falith which was deep-rooted and belleving in
God and so conscious of Him that the prayer offered was
heard of Him. This kind of prayer was always God's will, for
His will was known before it was offered,

Prayer wag necesgsary to have communion with God
and to inkercede ho God about bringlng the power of God upon
men, This wouid restore fellowship between men.

Murray taught that ﬁrayer does teach man to analyze
his needs and pray in God's will for the power of God to
Justify, sanctify, and gilve victory over the world and sin,
It did many things, such as gaﬁe intercessory power through
the priestly work of Jesus, brgught the gifts of the Spirit
and got His ald, obtained strength, obtained an answer,

blessed man's 1life and gave power for work,



CHAPTER IV
THE TEACHING OF GEORGE ARTHUR BUPTRICK
I. BIOGRAPHICAL SBKETCH

George A. Buttrick, son of Reverend and Histress
Te Bubtrick, was born in Seaham Harbour, England on Harch 23,
1892, He was educated at Vietoria University and Manchester;
Lancashire Independent Seminary. He rsceived these honorary
degrees, from England; lamilton College, D.D, 19227; Middlebury
College, D.Ds 19303 Yale University, D.D. 1932; Miaml
University, D.D. 193L. He was Pastor of First Union Jongreg-
atlonal Church, OQuiney, Illinois, 1915-1918; First Congregational
Church, Rutland, Vermont, 1918-1921; First Presbyterian Church,
Buffalo, New York, 1921-1927; Madison Avenue Presbyterian
Church, New York, 1927 to date. Durling his lifetime he has
been the preacher at many Colleges and Univergities; Director
of Natlonal Misslons of the Presbyterian Church; on faculty
department of Homiletics, Union Theologlcal Seminary; and
Member of Commission on Religion and Hedlcine, and of the
Commission of Evangelism, Federal Councill of Churches. His

mogt lmportant books are The Parables of Jesus, Jesus Caue
b |

Preaching, The Chrisgtian Fact and Modern Doubt,™ Prayer, and

B0 We Believe So We Pray.

1
Jo CG. Schwartz, ed., Who is Who in the Clergy

(New York: 1935-1936), p. 181,
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II. DEFINITION OF PRAYER

In Doctor Buttrick's review of the various theoriles
of prayer of today he discussed several ideas as to the real
nature or meaning of prayer. OCne man belleved fear was the
father of prayer;2 one believed prayer was "not to God, but
to a personalization of the race, or of 1deal humanity, or
of the needful cohesive mores of the group";3 another thought
prayer was mere autosuggastion;h and one other theory was
rationalization.5 Buttrick declared his position in the
followling statement: "Prayer in its essence is neither
fear, nor social control, nor autosuggestion, nor rational-
ization. The certitude abides that 1t is comradeship with
God."é

There are many contributing factors to prayer and
to rightly undergtand it these must be studied. Jesus made
some assumptions In prayer and teaching, and if 1t is to be

comprehended these must be studied in their light.

2 George Arthur Buttrick, Prayer (New York Abingdon-
Cokesbury Press, 1942), p. L3.

3 Ibid., Do h‘S'
h M’! Pe )48n

5 Ibldsy pe 5le
6

7

Ibidey pe B3

Ibidc '} pn 26"27.
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Doctor Buttrick's overall picture of prayer displayed
that it had an affect on the individual, that 1t was eflfected
by the individual, and had further miscellaneous meanings.

In analysis the affect on the individual will be treated
first. He sald, "Prayer is facling the fact".a He explains
when poverty, pain, or fear threatens these must be faced
and conquered for they have caused many to reach out

toward the unseen world for help. Wnen fears are faced they
prove unreal, or if real they may be honorably conquered,
Even psychologisfs agree to this,9 By this is shown that
facing the fact of realities caused the individual %o
conguer, and to proceed on to other things.

Prayer also affects the individual by illuminating
and purifying faith.lo It illuminates in that it brings to
light the kind of trust upon which it was based. It purifies
in that it was brought in the name of Christ which means
brought in the nature of Christett

Prayer also affected individuals by exzposing them

to the promptings of God and they, in so.doing, become less

8 1via., p, 218,
7 Ibid., p. 218.
10 1p1d., 151,

11 Ibid., pe. 152,
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susceptible to the low persuasions of the world.12 Friendship
with God was maintained by seeking to cultivate that
friendliness, In so doing the seeker exposed himself to
God's promptings and thus a purer fellowship was maintained
which was freer from "the world".

Furthermore prayer had reconciling powerlB which
drew petitions for the persecuters. It also lived in
lowliness,lh for humanity was as ecreatures, knowing nothing,
unable to create, only enabled to fashion childish plans
and with broken conscience pleading "thy will be done" while
beating upon the breast and acknowledging themselves slnners,
Prayer was also honest for reality was demanded lest failth
should become a make believe.15 The individual was made
honest by it. Prayer set the .selfhood aflame16 by the self
being lost in (od.

In Doctor Buttrick!s definition of prayer he mentioned
a number of things that were effected by the individual.
17

Among them prayer was persistent, because easily gained

things were not honored, and because persistence purifies

2 1p1d., p. 150.

13 Ibide, pe 35
W 1p1d., pe 33
i5 Ibide, pe 32.
16 1pid., p. 5.

17 ybid., pe 33.
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clamorings, making desires questionable that were steadily
refused, Prayer was a gift and power intended to compliment
and sanctify other powers, not to cancel them.18 Prayer
implied work to accomplish the desired ends of thinking
watching, working, and forgiving. It also had healing
power,l9 for some spirits went not out but by prayer.

20 for the men who knocked on the

Prayer had interceding grace,
door in quest of bread for a journeylng friend that came at
midnight,

Doctor Bubttrick continued that prayer was affected
by granting "faith the quiet surrender, the period of
incubation, which is needed for a suggestlion to become &
confidence",>" As time was allowed the suggestion developed
in the soil of expectancy until it became a faith. Faith is
a gift that is received in that waiting and scceptance

22 prayer is 1tself faith,23 for 1t flings itself

of prayer,
on God and trusts no human exhortation. Considered further,

it "is a reinforcement to faith",zh and "is a communion, for

18 Ibid.’ Pa 320

19 Ibid., pe 35
20 Thidey v 35,
21 Ibid., p. 152,
2 Ibid., p. 153,
23 Ibid., p. 218,

2h 114, p. 153
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it doesg not reckon iits profits.zs The gains were not to be
coveted. Prayer was also stated as "friendship with God",26
which was formal but cultivatcd by acts and disciplines.
Prayer was considered as the optic nerve of the sou1,27 which

served as eyes to effect the cause of God upon things here

on earth,
Prayer was effected in that it was listed as the heart

26 and the 'invisible Vertica1'29 which rules

of the church
construction, for it gives the master light in our seeing
and the chord of nature for our music.30

Prayer was further effected by revealing a purpose
which is the gift of prayer, which was noted aé reveallng
the place where the viector was endeavoring to lead the
victim.3t e

Intercessory prayer helped 6thers by sending the one

prayling to ald the person for whom prayer was made, 32

25 Ibid., p. 223

26 Ibid., pe 254

?7 Loc. ot

28 Ibld., p. 292,

29 Ibid., ps 298,

30 roc. soit.

s Ibid., pp. 298-99.
32 1pid., pp. 99-100.
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Prayer was portrayed as speaking out of the heart
in simple direct sincerity33 for God is best known face to
face in a direct venture,Bh by using prayer as a rock

35

staircase to a home in the eternlty of God. By prayer men

are in tune with God both in the play of events and in the
play of thought, which brings the doing of God into action.36
Thus prayer was pilctured as the speaking out to God in a
supremse act of worship, by which the stagnant pool unawares
invites the cleansing river.37 "It enthrones Ultimate Purpose
not merely by postulate but in Comradeship; and it renews

w38

personality at the springs of primal Goodness. It was
further pictured as the thing that cancels our homelessness

by quieting our nerve tensions and helping us on to find God,3Y
ITII. BASIS OF PRAYER

Doctor Buttrick!s baslis for prayer was ldentified as

a beliel in God who would answer when called upon., The way

33 Ibid,, p. 32,
3l Ibld,, p. 25,
35 Ibid,, p. 23
36 Ibid., p. 296.
37 Ibid., p. 299,
38 Ibid., p. 300.

39 1b1d., p. 301.
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to find God was through beliel and the way to know Him was
"face to face" in the direct venture of prayer. Jesus taught
and lived a falth that there was a gate Into the inmediate
presence of God.ho The new concept of the world had God lost
in vasbtness, in the remotest distanéa. Natural law also
shut Him off. The new paychology's theory of escape and
projectionland the twisted fashion of our conduct- cur anger,
greed and pride also kept Him far awéy.hl "As long as trade-
scramble denles the brotherhood < man, so long shall we
doubt the fatherhood of God."hz "aApart from all His titles
e is earth's sovereign soul, Hisg thirty years of life
brings forth harvests of light generation on generation.“hB
Jesus by type and 1ife attempted to lead all by beilng
"man's unquiet conscience, secret strength, and sheltering
'home.“hh Doctor Buttrick saild of Jesus' secret that it lay
in the fact
His splirit was completely dedicated to God in prayer
and therefore (italics in the original) made vIEﬁ%TJL""
Bo attuned was He to God by secret communion that His
words are as (God's words. He did what other men had
done~trudged the road, taught His truth, healed the

sick, and fﬁ%nched not from martyrdom- but, oh, tue
differencel '

Lo Ibid., pp. 2h-25,
W 1p1a., p. 25

b2 1oc. ott.

b3 1pi4., p. 27.

Ll Ibid., p. 28,

L5 pid., p. 29,
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Buttrick stated that through prayer Jesus was Frophet of

L6

was the direct finding of CGod, for Jesus found Him that way

mankind, Pfriest of mankind, and King of mankind. In prayer
in ever c¢loser friendship, dJesus was the only fully
rational soul for only He was fully delivered from selfish-
ness. He was noted as might of power streamed through him,
wag eternsl for his endless intercession 1ifted him above
the years, and was creatlve because of his possession of
indwelling 1ifé.u7 Doetor Buttrick continued his: teaching
concerning Christ when he saild,

Christ 1s Deity. He is Man, as CGod gives Wanhood
for man's aspiring; He ls God, as man longs for God
and is found of God. All words to describe Him are
poor, but some words measurably succeed. These words
win my assent in adoration: 'God of God, Light of
Light, Very God of very Gods..Who for us men and for
our szévation came down Irom heaven,...and was made
In_ano’

God was feound to be & seunse of a Presence, an
awareness that Btemity had dealings with man,k9 and an
Eternalhgoodness.So Buttrick also pointed out that
"gesthetlcally man has links with Ultimate Beauty;

intellectually, with Ultimate Truth; morally, with Ultimate

}46 Ibid., pp. 38"’39-
b7 1p14., p. Lo

L8 George-Arthur Buttrick, So We Believe So We Pra
(New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, LO5l),Deoh=55,
L9 Prayer, p. 67.

50 thid., pe 299.
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Goodness; and prayerfully, with Ultimate Spirit."51 He
further 1ndicat;d that when people knelt in prayer "Perhaps
they are now allled with the Spirlt which is 'in the mind of
man, and rolle through all things'."52 Man celled upon God
assuming, as Jesus did, that man had freedom, that God
was personal, and that the earth was both flexible and
falthful to man and God.>3 “God is still the Almighty
;Other‘, and 'clouds and darkness are round about him'»"Eh
Buttrick indicated a very unorthodox view of the Bible for
he said,
Let us assume, as we probably must, the late origin of
Joln's Gospel; and let us allow that its chapters are

like profounder Socratic dialogues, the meditatlons of
a reverent mind on the real words and deeds of Jesus.55

Doctor Bubttrick teaches the universal fatherhood of God and
brotherhood of man.56
Doctor Buttrick's teaching concerning the Holy Spirit

- may be gleaned from the following quotes,

What happened at Christian Pentecost? ~Imagery
Who can describe any rapture, least of all the presence
of God? & No man in that upper room needed any interpreter
for hils nelghbor's fervor, for all were caught up into
one heaven of grace. HNathaniel Hawthorne is surely
right when he pleads that the Pentecostal gift was

“ 52 rui4., p. 291,
53 Ibid., pp. 5L-68,
5)4 Ibid., Pe 9‘-’.0

55 triy. pe 1ohe

S0 We Belleve £o We Pray, ipe 127-143,
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'not the power of speech in foreign and unknown lan-
guages, but that of addressing the whole human brotherhood
in the heart's native language.' That is a mightier
miracle, =w~emewcaw he 'rushing mighty wind'drove
away the chaff of 1ife, and the fire consumed the husk.
God speech rested on the 1lips of mortal men. Then,
in the might of the &Spirlt, they overcame both the 57
seduction of pagen cults and the pride of Roman Eupire.

He also said,

“The Holy Spirit i1s the interpreter of Jesus.“58
The Holy Spirit is the Apostle of Christ,"sg

"The Holy Spirit is the Inspigsr of mankind in the
wisdom of courage, and love,"

Paith was piétured as Ilnward truth daring the unknown,61
or as bestowal of expectancy upon which the great world
played with many a prompting,62 or as the thrust of the self
into the fubure in answer to the suggestions of God.63 So
faith went beyond reason as a personal trust, énd did not
cause & man to disown his intelligence. It obeyed conscilence,

lived In good will and kindliness, and walked the way of

prayer. Thus, i’ man held the highroad of ventured trust by

57 Ibido, pp. 5?"’58.
58 Ibide, pe £9.
59 hid., p. 61.

00 1h14., pe 63.
61

62
63

Prayer., p. 1li3.
Tbid«, p« 1h6.

Ibid., p. 150,
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faith, and let God lead, there would be the basis of prayer.éu
IV. NECESSITY OF PRAYER

Doctor Buttrick found prayer necessary because "God
enlists our prayers, together with our thoughts and labor”.65
God, being the “"Almighty 'Other'",éé sometimes answersd
man's prayers gulding man through the answers, and sometimes
denled the requests because all men must die at lastoé7

Jesus taught the need for intercessory prayer and
practiced intercession. The seventeeth chapter of John was
such an intercessory prayer made by Jesus.68 Intercessory
prayer led to changes in botih the circumstances and human
m:anbure.é)Jr "Intercession accords well with man's life."70
Prayer can not be merely individual because others shared in
its yearnings, and prayers sent them to visit the ones

yearned for and to do something about the conditlons found,

Thus; intercession gave 1nsight and a purer sympathy.7l

6k Bo We Belleve So We Pray, p. L0-L2.

05 Prayer, p. 95

AL
¥ Ibide, po 9lia
67

68

Ibid., ps 95
Ibid., p. 10k.
69 Ibid., p. 105.
" Ibides pa 99
™ 1oc. oit.

i
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"We must be content to know that intercession is in God, and

that no one ‘'hath known the mind of the Lord. .'"72

"A reburn to prayer is the necessary prelude both
of ereative selfhood and a creative aociety.“73 This was
necessary becsuse the world could not solve 1ts problems of
daily life or warring nations., The mind needs relaxation
and the best place found for relaxation was in brooding
on the eternities of Gnd.7h

" The writer feels that Doctor Buttrick was not

very clear in his teaching as to the necegsity of prayer.
V. WHAT PRAYER DOES

Poctor Buttrick mentioned a number of things that
prayer does.

In relation to Jesus prayer gave Him strength
in the garden of Gethsemane,75 and gave [im power for his
spirlt was so dedicated and attuned to God in prayer that

Jesus'! words became as God's words.76

™ 1p1d., p. 108,
73 _f_[‘_éj_._g., pe 102
™ 1v1d., p. 182,
7> bid., p. 200,

T thtde pe B9
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In relation to one's personal self, prayer kept the
whole system toned to health, shortened healing time, and
calmed the heart;77 granted a more positive boon; and gave
the subeonscilous mind the relaxation necessary for its own
best endeaVOr.78

We have claimed that pvrayer's guietness stills the

busy mind, and gives the gubcounsecious its opportunity

to grant "flashes", or to earry through to completion

the processes of conscious thought. That claim is

pertinent to contemplative prayer. Contemplation

is the gateway of truth, as any scientist or arti%g

knows3 and of awe, as all the saints can testify.
Prayer also lanced an infected wounded conscience by
6o@fé$sion80 and earﬁied through the proceas of healilng by
granting a new conscience.sl Prayer shepherded wandering
attention, built sternal controls which in their raflex
influence deepened the life of prayer,82 and delivered from

selfishness.83 Prayer cleansed motlves and sublimated them,ah

7 Ibid.,
7

i Ibide, p. 223,

Pe 117

Ibddes ps 161,

80

Ibidc, De 209e
81

Ibid., p. 210.
2

Ibido’ Po 1360
83

Ibido, Pe 102.

8l Ibid., p. 16l.
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saved human nature from itsalf,ss granted wholeness of vislon

and motive,86 broke dcubta,87 and gave light for suspended
judgment and thought its inspiration in making 1life's many

decisions.88 Prayer focused the conscious mind on God made

known in Jesus,89 relnforced faith,90 found God91 and

greeted death,92 Prayer established internal controls which
means established a filrmer faith in the 3Jpirit of Christ
which is the meaning and purpose of the worlds”2 Doctor
Buttrick told more of what yvayaf does when he gaid,

Prayer does change our world, but the change 1s
within limits, for man does not rule either in 1life
or prayer, He ls creature{ not Crestor. The Beyond
8till governs us in love: "Which of you by taking
thought can add one cublt unto his stature?" No
prayer evades thie physical onset called deatl:.
Besides, whatever the outward event, bright or
dark, our own attitude largely determines 1lts value
and power, The Beyond governs us~through our response.
Though "there 15 one event to the righteous, and
to the wicked",ol :

85 ibid., p. 300.

86 1p14., p. s1.
87 rwid., pe 25,
88

Ibidg, P. 1960
Ibide, pe 179,
90 .

Y 1hid. . pe 153,
71 Iblde, pe 137,

92 Ibidog Pa 1535
93

89

Ibid., ps 138.
9h Ibid., p. 129,



For the group Doctor Buttrick taught that prayer

changed our world within limits for man does not rule in

4
1ife or prayer.9)

Prayer changed hearts and some clrcumstances,

51

gave selective purpose and governed the multitudinous signs

of earth and heaven.97 Prayer also gave men the master light

for all seing,98 and gave celestial time for man must take

his time from the Sky;99 Prayer built its own house wiilch

meant dwelling in thought on God and shutting out all

outside interference,loo gave courageous and creative

accepbance of the terms of mortal 1life,

by whiech problems are defined,lo2

101

gave quietness and

gave a faith-norm

creativeness,lo3 and cancelled our homelessness.loh Prayer

guickened noble vision and true resolve across the world
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P
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100 1p14., p. 137.
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103 114,
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and led life to fulfillment, a consummation of 1life in life.106

Buttrick gave this summary

These are the claims we have made for prayers: it
turns the event within measure of our freehold under
God; it enthrones Ultimate Purpose not merely by
postulate but in Comradesihip; and ig renews personallty
at the springs of primal Goodness. 7

VI. SUMMARY OF BUTTRICK'S TEACHING

Prayer was identifled as comradeship with God which
affected one personally and was effected by the one praying.
Prayer implied work and intercession which took the enmity
out of the intercessor and sent him to ald the one for whom
intercession was made. Prayer was to speak out of the heart
face to face with God in direct sincerity as worship. It
enthroned Ultimate Purpose not merely by postulate but in
Comradeship, and renewed personality at the springs of primal
Goodness, and csncelled our homelessness by quisting our nerve
tensions and helped us to find God.

The basis of prayer was ildentlified as a belief in
God who was portrayed as our father and men as brothers,
who came to the father, who was a sense of a presence, an
awareness that Efernlty was dealing with us. We needed falth
to believe 1In this, to walk the highroad of trust in God and

to let Him lead. Jesus was the world's sovereign soul,

106 1414., p. 218,

107 1pid., p. 300,
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The necessity of Prayer according te Buttrick was
because God enlisted our prayers and desired us to intercede
for others, and because the world could not solve iis

problems, The mind needed relaxation and the best place to
find this was to brood on the eternities of God.

| ?:ayar does a great number of things. The best
claims for it were that 1t turned the events within the
measure of our freehold under God, it enthroned Ultilmate
Purpose in Comradeshlp, and renewed personality at the springs
of primel Goodness, Lastly, but not least, in cancels our
homelessness which 1s accomplished by flinging our 1life on

God in faith,



CHAPTER V
COMPARISON OF THEIR TEACHINGS
I, COMPARISON OF DEPINITIONS NF PRAYER

Bounds taught that prayer was a noble exercise and
an effort of man which came from the heart. It was the path
that led to God,; and the creator as well as the channel of
devotion. It was a direct contact with God in which man
talked to God and God talked to man. This was as essential
as food was to life.

Murray pilctured prayer as fellowship with God in
indlvidual personal contact and in dialogue. It was the
essence of true beliesving, the channel of blessing, the
secret of power and life, and the hand which grasps the
invisible. It was the ro§a1 power man exercised in heaven
consisting of asking, thevhuman part; and giving, the
divine part. Prayer wag theé proof of man's Godlikeness, and
the power that was allowed to hold the hand that holds the
destinies of the universe,

Doctor Buttriek taught that prayer was comradeship
with God; and was meeting obstacles like fear, and reaching
out toward the unseen world for help. Prayer was a gift and
power, a comuinion, and a friendshlp with God. Frayer wasg.
sﬁeaking out of the heart in direct sincerity to God in &

supreme act of worship by which man as a stagnant pool
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unawares lnvites the cleansing river.
IT., COMPARISON OF BASES OF PRAYER

Bound's and Murray's bases for prayer were alike,

hey believed in a personal'God who was the Father, and in
Jesus who was his Son, and in-the Holy Spirit who was the
co=-eternal with the Father.

They taught that men's part in true chrlstian prayer
was tc come from men who are last in God. They must be so
intent in desiring and doing Cod's will that thelr 1life and
prayers are mubually blended,

Buttrick taught that the basis of prayer was belief
in God who was portrayed as the PFPather of all, a sense of a
presence, and awareness that eternity was dealing with us.
Christ was the earth's Soversign Soul., Christ's work was
to display to mankind how to pray. The difference betwsen
Jesus and others was that He prayed.

Murray stressed Christ's prilestly work telling us that
" now He was at the right hand of God interceding for us. We
as Christians were to intercede too, for this was the way
God's power was brought to bear on earth, Bounds did mention
Christ's prlestly work of interceding to tcd for us bubt hie
teaching on 1t was not stressed as Murray siressed his

teaching of God only working In response to men's pleading
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in prayer. Buttrick did not mention the priestly work of
Christ but pletured Him as the example for us to follow.

For Buttrick, man's c¢onditlon of heart was aot
stressed. Man needed faith to belleve in the fatherhood of
God, and the inate goodness of man, to continue his walk
with an attitude of trust, and to let God lead. Man
floundered around but his inate goodness alded in bringing
him backs.

Bounds and Murray further taught ¢oneerning men that
he was to have falth in God, that He might reward his
rerseverence in prayer and hls confidences in looking unto

Him for the answer.
'III. COMPAHISOH OF NECEESITY OF PRAYER

For Bounds and Murray, prayer was necessary to get in
touch with God, keep in right relation with Him and get the
enablement to serve Him., They differed in the fact that for
Murray the destiny of the world was committed to the
believers to work out by prayer. Bounds did not stress this
fact of God only working as man prayed. They both btaught that
believers were pray down the things God revealed to them as they
drew nigh and walked with Him,

The necessity of prayer according to Buttrick was
because %od enlisted man's prayers and desired us to lnterceds
for others. Prayer also, relaxed the mind and aided the

world in solving its problems.
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IV. COMPARISON OF WHAT PRAYER DOES

Prayer for Bounds and Hurray drew the power of heaven
on the work, set the being of man in right relation with
God, enabled man to keep in a place where God would answer
his prayer. Interceding for others influenced others, and
made history.

For Buttrick prayer turned events within the measure
of our freehold under God, enthroned Ultimate Purpose in
Comradeship, renewed.personality at the spring of Primal
Goodnesg, and canceled man's homelessness or desire to have
a true home.

| This was different than Bound's and Murray's teaching
in that for them prayer got the power of God to work if it
was persevered in, while for Buttrick God answered if He
wanted to. PFor Buttrick the homelessness of longing of the
heart for a home wag canceled by prayer, while for Bounds
and Murray this desire and longing was canceled by the
coming into the heart of the Holy Spirit and His dwelling

there.



CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION

The writer felt that fbr prayer one needed a
definite belief in God. Bounds and Hurray had this belief,
but Buttrick had little to hope for in (ted. hie was one of
the reasons he was weak In his teaching on the necesslty for
prayer. For Butitrick God was not a living, loving, personsal
God who demanded a right relationship of man to pray so
prayer was unable to accomplish much.,

Bounds was found to be very true to the Bible teaching
on prayer. He taught that prayer was to be made to the
Triune (God, who was personal, and interested enough in
every man to be his Saviour. God was further interested
enough to send Jesus, His own Son, to die in man's stead
and in so doing providing an appropriate propitiation for
man. God did-all this and man ha& no part in it. Man
needs only to accept it: After 1t is accepted man ls what
he is through Jesus and in this humble attitude and through
Jesus man may come to God and pray.

Man was to ask in prayer first, then ssek and Tinally
knoek 1f he was to get an answer. Man was to ask in prayer -
with ancattitude and desire only that God!s will was to be
done. I1f he would ask to consume 1t upon his lusts it would
not be answered. @God's will in the asking of it was to be

determined by abiding so close to God and in God that man
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could sense the desire of (God and could pray in spirit and
esk specifically and expect the answer to come. True prayer
honors God, acknowledges His being, exalts His power, adores
His providence and secures His aid. Prayer is the 1lssuance
of a character which is made up of the elements of a
vigorous and commanding falth, Prayer 1s a positive force
that never comes into conflict with the will of God but
sometimes seeks to change the purpose of God. It pubs God
inte the matter wlth a commanding [orce. Prayer must be
regsistless in its ardour, devoted, tireless and white hot
with heat or fervent. It must come from a holy character
which is ﬁruly abiding in Christ and who dares approach
God, plead with God, and ask of God. This puts reality in
it for pégying which does not result from pure conduect is
a deluslion. Deslre burdens the chariot of prayer, and
faith drives its wheels., True praying has something at
stake which gives praying reality. The heavens must feel
the force of our crying, and must be brought into oppressed
sympathy for our bitter and needy astate.

The value of prayer lies in the great truth that
we are priviledged by our relations to God to unburden our
desires and make our requests known to God, and He will
relieve by granting our petitions. So we ask, as Jesus
taught us, in His name and it shall be given to us. Jesus
also said seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be

opened unto you., Christ went over these facts six times
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because He knew there would be delays in mény an answer
which would oall for importunate pressing, and that if our
faith did not have the strongest assurance of God's
willingness to answer, delay would break 1t down, It must
.be remembered prayer wgs not to be offered unless the
of ferer was confident that i1t was God's will to pray for 1it.
When thils was done one could wait with confidence knowlng
if they sought and knoecked the answer would éome.

It seemed to the writer that Murray taught that
God left if up to man to pray God's power upon the world
of things and to change them by prayer. The writer felt
that in his teaching he too strongly led to the teaching
that unless man prayed there would be no power of God to do
things. Murray further taught that the closer man dwelt to
God and the more of His Spirit he possessed the easier it
‘would be to pray and more of his prayers would be answereds

Buttrick's belief in the fatherhood of God and the
brotherhocod of man was in error because in this every man
would be saved, This was not logilcal,

Man's Primel goodness or inate goodness will not
.hold out acecording to the orthodox teaching the writer has
been taught, because man only possesses worth in the sight
of Gody when he is in right relation to Him., This means

that in man alone there is no good thing. Mankind needs

God, his Creator, and may find Him. Every man mey find

Hime This is to be accomplished as men pray and live
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before other men and let the light, given them of God, abhine
radlantly. I

In Buttrick's teachlings concerning God, Jesus and
the Holy Splirlt there were statements which ware vepry
similar to the other ments statements, The writer fleels
that he dlid not have the same bellefl because he did not
believé that all the Eeriptures are the Word of Gods In
some of the lnstances he dld nol olaborate on hls statements
and in others he gave a long, drawn out, tiresome discussion
which loft the wrlber in & more perpleéxed state than when he
attempted to digest 1t. Inh some cases he gave good Inter-
protations.

The wrliter endeaveored to find one instance where
Buttrick called Jesus the Zon of God but he did not Lfind
such an lnstance.

Dooctor Buttrieck was very weak and hrisf In his
disoussion of the Holy Spirit, .

Hen wmust be specific in his asking in prayer and
always ask that which he knows to be God's wills The
promiges ere that this kind of prayer wlll be heard for
he that asketh receiveth, he that seeketh findeth and
to him that knocketh it ehall be opened,

From this study the writer has reached the following
conclusions:

le It makes & tremendous difference what and
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how one believes.
Prayer, that gets an answer from God, must
regt upon & firm beliefl snd confldence 1n
Goda
ohristian prayer must come from men who are
loat in God. They must be so intent in
desiring and doing dod's wlll that thelr
1ife gnd mrayers are wutually blended.
Conslstent living was esgential Ho effective
praying.
Saying words was not prayer unless they wers
ardent, fervent, and heartfeli.
In prayer God reveals His will and instrucis
in the way of righteousness,
Through prayer mankind'a relstionship bto God
was mede known to the individuale |
True prayer was (od-centered and 1f to he
effective was to be from one who held his

atbention on God,



BIBLIOGRAPHY



BOOKS

Bounds,; E. M., Power Through Prayer. London: MNarshall
Morgan, and Scott, LTDs pp. L-128,

s Preacher and Prayer, Chicago and Bostons The
Christian Witness Company, 1911, p. 1-128.

» Purpose in Prayer, New York: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1920, Phe 1=160,

s Satan: His Pfersonality, Power and Overthrow,
New York:; Fleming H. Revell Company, 1922, Introduction.

Buttrick, fieorge Arthur, Prayer, New York: Abingdon~Cokes-
bury Press, 1942, pp. 1-333.

s So We Believe So We Pray, New York: Ablngdon-
Eokesbury Fregs, 1951, PPe 1=232,

Du Plessls, J., The Life of Andrew Hurray of South Africa,
London: Marshall Brothoers, LITD, 1010, Dpe 1=5H00e

Murray, Andrew, God's Best Secrets, Grand Raplds, Michlgan:
Zondervan Publlshing Houss, January to iay.

s With Christ in the School of Prayer, New York:
Flemlng He Revell Company, ppe L-25l.

8chwartz, J. C., edltor, Who is Who in the Clergy, New York:

1935-1936, p. 181,




	A Comparative Study of Views on Prayer as Held by E.M. Bounds, Andrew Murray and George Arthur Buttrick
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1573696389.pdf.8MaXS

