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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTORY STATEMENTS

The Problem, Preschool children are admittedly immature., They

have a lot to learn concerning the world in which they live; They are
necessarily very busy becoming acquainted.with themselves and with the
environment in which they hafe beeh placed., They express themselves
‘véry crudely~and have lit;le experiesnce ﬁpon<which~£o base their judg-
ments. Many adults have regarded them as beings to be seen and not
heard. The Church itself has seldom gilven much atiention to their
spiritual probléms. That attention which the Church has given has per-
tained more to their readiness for death than to their readiness for
life, In the light of these facﬁqrs, the fbllbwing problem has con-
fronted evangelical Christianity: OShould preschool children be

approached in terms of evangélism?

The Thesis. The underlying thesis or proposition of this disser-
tation has been that preschool children should be approached in terms

of evangelisa.

Definition of Terms. "Preschool” children are those too young to
be ehrolled in public school. Particular consideration has been given
in these pages to children in the.first five years of life.,

“Evangelism” and "Christian evangelism®™ have been used inter-
changeably to indicate all of the controllable factors which lead to a
personal choice of Jesus Christ as Savior, |

Churchmen'herein quoted have commonly employed the term "infant®

to specify children who have not reached the "age of accountability®,
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who have not attained "moral responsibility", or who have not had occa-
sion to "sin willfully". Defined in these various ways, infancy has
been though§ to normally terminate as early as two and as late as
twenty-one years of age.

The terms "regeneration", Ynew birth®, "rebirth", "born again®,
and "born from above" have been used interchangeably in the development
of this thesis to designate that evangelicél experience with Divine
life whereby those who believe become new creatures in Christ Jesus

(II Corinthians 5:17).

Basic Assumption and Limitations, The assumption has been made in

this dissertation that the Church can best promote preschool evangelism
. by fostering Christian training in the home. Sunday School work among
preschool children is largely dependeﬁt upon home cooperation and
exemplification, PMarthermore, many aides have been provided for teach-
ers, whereas parents have been left for the most part to shift for
themselves, Particular.attention has been given in this writing,
therefore, to the evangelical influence of parents, and to the tech-
nigques they may employ. The related problem of how to reach disin-

terested parents was considered beyond the scope of this discussion,

Objectives. The following objectives have guided this study: (1)
What attitudes has the Church taken with reference to preschool child-
ren? (2) What reasons may be presented as to why preschool children
should be approached in terms of evangelism? (3) How may parents best

face their opportunities in this comnection?

Tools and Technigues., Books, booklets, magazines, tracts, letters,




class notes, and interviews were utilized in the development of this
thesis, Documentary research was conducted in various libraries of
Portland; Oregon. Class notes from Cascade College, Western Conserva-
tive Baptist Theological Seminary, and the Seventh Annual Convention of
the National Sunday School Assoclation were also included. Much assis-
tance in gaining the "feel” of the problem was afforded through per-
sonal interviews with Drs. Lois and Mary LeBar. Personal correspon-

dence reaped rich testimonials of prescheol "rebirth®,

Statement of Organization. Following these introductory state-
ment.s, the second chapter deals with the dominant attitudes which the
Church has taken with reference to preschool salvation. The third
chapter presents significant reasons why preschool children should be
approached in terms of gvangalism. The fourth chapteéer suggests how
preschool children, particularly through the agency of their parents,
may be trained for Christ and led to accept Him as their personal
Savior. A summary is appended to the second; third, and fourth chap-
ters, and the general summary with conclusions and recommendations con-

tained in the fifth chapter completes the dissertation.



CHAPTER IT
ATTITUDES OF THE CHURCH TOWARD PRESCHOOL SALVATION

Baptismal Repeneration. Seriptures relating to the selvetion of

little children have been variocusly interpreted. The idea that regen-
eration.or the "new birth" is elfected through weter beptism was first
chempioned in the Western Church by Augustine (354-430 A.D.). He
taught that God grants little children real forgiveness and power for
real heart conversion upon twe conditions: (1) The Church must pre-
sent the children to God in water baptiem, melding a confession of faith
in their stead. (2) Those beptised must be predestined of God to be
soved.L Augustine also taught thet little children who die without
baptism are eternally demmed, though the sufferings they incur are
nild.2 ‘

The Romen Catholie Church, including the eminent Thomas Aquines
(1225-7% 4.D.), has perpetusted the Augustinian view of baptismal
regeneration. The more recent Romen scholers have not all accepted the
idea of infent damnation as Aupustine taught'it, however. The influ~
ential Council of Tremt (1545-6% A.D.), Pfor example, while declaring
baptism necsassery to sslvation, mede no refersnce to the eternal pun~

ighment of infents dying without the sacrement.” Eerly in this present

1. F(erdinand) Kettenbusch, "Beptiem: Church Doctrine," The New
Schaff-Herzop Encyclopedin of Relisious Knowledge (New York,
Funk and Wag;nalls ¥« TN 1908)9 I» 457"’58'

2. Semuel Macsuley Jackson, ed., "Infant Selvation," Ibid.
(1909), v, 490.

5. Ibid.



ecentury, the Roman approach was generalized es follows:

Perrone represents, probably, the prevalent view when
he says that they (infents dying without baptism) suffer
only the lack of the beatific vision; they are in "a
condition of pure nature." and, further. Roman Catholic
theologiane teach that the desire for baptism, even on
the pert of unborn children, is accepted for the heplisnm
itself; therefore, there need be no fgara for the child-
ren of Christians who die in infancy.

The Catholie Hneyelopedin declarass:

Unbaptised Infants. The Catholic tesching is uncon-
promising on this point, that 2ll who depart this life
without baptisn, be it of water, or blood, or desirse,
ere perpetually excluded from the vision of God.

It is evident that the Roman Catholic teaching hes compromised,
the foregoing quotation notwithstending, in et least two partioulers:
(1) The suffering hes been removed from infent demnstion. (2) The
meaning of the word "baptism” has been expended and sccomodated.

The Zastern Church has persistently agreed to the doctrine of bep~
tismal regeneration. "Baptism to them is not merely the forgiveness,
but the sbolition, the extinetion of gin."6 They teach thet children
dying without baptism cennot be saved, though their penalty will be
light.

Hartin Luther (14831546 A.D.) also considered baptism necessary
for selvation.! Article IX, "Of Baptism,” in the Augsburg Confession

(1530 A.D.)}, has been considered worthy of all acceptation in Lutheren

4. Ibid.

5+ Cherles G. Herbermenn, ed., "Infant Baptism," The Catholic
ineyelopedia (ilew York, Robert Appleton Co., 1907), 1L, 266.

6, Kettenbusch, op. cit., I, 433.

7. Ibid.



Churches to this day. It reads as follows:
0f Beptiem they teach that it is necessery to salve~
tiony and that through Beptism 1s offered the grace of
Gods and thet children are to be baptized, whoy being

offered to God throuch Baptism, are received into ¢od's
grace. ‘

The Seriptures most commonly used to support the dectrine of bap-
tismal regeneration are Matthew 28:19 and Acts 2:33. The former con-
taing the cormand of Jesus to baptise all nations. The letters; in the
A.8.V.y rveads as follows:

~ &nd Peter saild unto them, Repent ye, end be bep-
tized eovery one of you in the neme of Jesus Christ unto
the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Splirik.

The Bible does not teach that weter baptiss necessarily results in
selvation. The Apostle Paul (Acts 9:1~18) and the household of Corne-
lius (Acts 10:1-43) were both converted eand filled with the Holy Spirit
before experiencing water beptism. The Apostle Paul wrote:

I thonk God thet I baptizel none of you,; save Orise-
pus and Galus; lest eny men should say thet ye wete bap~
tized into my nemes Aand I baptized sleo the household
of Stephenuss besides, I know not whéether I baptized
eny other. For Christ sent me not to beptize, but to
preach the gospele (I Corimthiens 1¢14=17a, A.S.7.)

This passege reveals thet Paul did not consider water beptisn to
be sn essential part of the Gospel. His attitude would certeinly have

been different had Jesue taught beptismel regeneretion. |

Blection of Infants. In the face of these truths, John Calvin
(1509=64 AsD.) denied the tesching of baptismel regenmerstion. He
thought it wiser to leave the metter of child salvetion in the hands of

8+ Book of Concord (8t. Louis, Missouri, Concordis Publishing
House, 1922)y Part II, pe 13
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God, end expended Augustine's doctrine of predestinetion end election

as followss

As to infents, they seem to perishs; not by thelr :
o fzult,; but by the fault of anothers, But there is a
double solution. Though sin does not yet sppesy in
them, yet it is latent; for they bear corruption shut up
in the soul,; so thot before God they are damnsble...
That infants who ere %o be saved (es certainly, out of
thot age some ore aav§d) must be previously regenerated
by the Lord is clesr. '

Thus Calvin teught thot all "elect® infents, baptized or other-

wizse; ore both in a stete of salvetion and regenerated; irrespective of

their own will. This view has been expressed more c¢lenrly in the Weste

minster Confesalion; which reeds:

Eleet infants, dying in infency, sre regenersted
and saved by Christ through the Spirit, who worketh -
when, where; asnd how He pleasethe So also sre all other
eleect persons; who are incapable of Being outwerdly
called by the ministry of the Word.

As for the idea that gome infants are "damneble" before God, it is

now discerded by the followers of Oalvine. It was Cherles Hodge, the

eninent Presbyterisn theologlan of the past century, who first saw it

to remove the "iron" from Calvinism in this regard. He taught emphati-

cally that all who die in infancy are soved.*  He even esserted that

his view was the "eommon doctrine of evengelieal Protestents."1? The

Mericun Presbyteriens later, in 19035 A.D.y reinterpreted the Westuine

ster Confession by sdding the following "declaratory statement”:

9e
10.
1l
12,

Jacksony Scheff~Herzog Encyclopedis, ¥, 491,

Ibids
Ihid,

Cherles Hodge, Systematic Theolopy (Wew York, Scribmer, Arse
strong, and Cos, 1878), 1 26e



It is not to be regarded as teeching that any who
die in infancy sre lost. We believe that all dying in
infency are included in the election of grace, and ere
regenerated and saved by Christ through the Spirit, who
works when and where and how He pleagses.s :

The Seripture used as foundation for John Oelvin's idea that some
infents are "eleocted” of Cod unto demnation is suggested in the follow-
ing excerp from the proceedings of the Synod of Dort (1619 A.D.):

That there is an election and reprobation of infants .
no less than of adults, we csmnot deny in the face of
fod, who loves and hotes unborn children.l®

This line of arpgument clearly stems from Halechi 1:2, and more
particulerly fron Ronang 9:15. In these versea it is stated thet God
hetod Esou, and the assumption was made from Romens 9:1%5 that this
hatred began before Eseu was born. It is clear that Zsau wes predeter-
mined to serve Jacob, but Romens 9:13 does not require the beliefl
that God erbitrarily hated Hseu before he was born. The "hatred" of
Malechl 1:2 clearly portoins to HZsau's adult 1ife. The whole tenor of

Seripture argues rather that "God is love®, and that He is "not willing

(either wishing or purposing) that any should perish."1D

Covenant Fromigse. Thriving perticularly in Calvinistic circles,

there developed a third approach to the problem of child salvetion.
This third approach was expressed even within the Canons of the Synod
of Dort (1619 A.D.):

Since we are to judge of the will of Cod from his

word (which testifies that the children of believers are
holy, not by nature, but in virtue of the covenent of

15. Jackson, op. eit., V, 491.
1%, Ibid.

15. I John 4:8; II Peter 3:9, A.V.



gréce, in which they, together with the parents, are
comprehended ), godly perents hove no remson to doubt of
the election and salvation of their 'children whom it
pleaseth Cod o call oubt of this 1ife in their infancy.l6

According to Williston VWalker, this hope was tronsplanted to Amer-

ica in the deys of the pilgrim fathers. He wrote:

Original Hew IEngland Congregationalism, like the
thought of the church universal, had ebundantly emphe-
sized the significance of Christien childhood. The
founders of Hew fZnglend had nmade much of the covenant
relation existing belyeen God and all members of the
Christien household.ll

Yherees this idea persisted among Calviniste in Europe, it lost

ground in Amerlca under the foot of careless individualion.®  Dven

during the Great Awakening (1740-42 4.D.), the emphesis was pleced upon

the conversion of adults; and the idee of a "covenant promise® with

reference to the children of Christian parentege was viewed ss hetero-

dox.19

The two great chempions of this doctrine of "covenant promige"

‘emong the "individualists! of America during the nineteenth century

were Andrew Murrey end Horance Bushnell. Horeace Bushnell did not press

the point of "covenant promise" itself, but his contentions seorved to

further the teachings of those who did. [His concern was to focus the

attention of the fmerican Church of his day upon its miserable failure

%o meet the spiritual needs of its children. He abhored the practice

16.

17.

138.

19.

Jackaon, Schaff-Herzog Enevclopedie, V, 491.

Horace Bushnell, Chrigtian Nurture, intro. by Williston
Walker (Iiew York, Charles Seribner's Sons, 192%5), p. xxvii.

Dbid., p. 17.

Ibid. s Do xxvii.
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‘then prevalent of walting until peoyie becane sdults before seeking to
clainm them for Christ. He apprecieted, as few did, the strategic
importence of early impressions end treining.

‘In some ways Bushnell's concept of regenerstion seems to have been
inasdequates He wrote, for examples

It is implied in all our religious philesorhy, that
if a child ever does enything in a right spirit,; ever
loves anything becoause %& is good and right, it involves
the dawn of a new life.

On the other hand he recognized that all good proceeds from the
"Quickening Spirit", and he declared thet

sssthere is no so unrecsonsble sgsumpition, none so
wide of all just philosophy, es thet which proposes to
form a child tozgirtua, by simply educing or drawing out
whet is in him.

The fundamentel proposition pernmed by Horace Bushnell was thiss
"That the child is to grow up a Christiasn, end never lmow himself as
being otherwise."22 That the sssumption of "covenant promise" rather
than that of universalism wes in his nmind when he fremed this propo~
sition is evidenced by enother of his offirmetionss

It is the only true idea of Christian educetion
thet the child is to grow wp in the life of the parent
and to be & Christian in principle from his sarliest
years.a

Bushnell trected the problem: of infent baptism end of moral

' ageney in the same spirit of "covenant promise” as follows:

20, Bushnell, ops cits, pe 16.
21. Ibido. De 150 See plso De ITs
22’ Ibidt’ e 4.

250 Ibid-. Pe 25.



Infent or household baptism==s rite which supvoses
the fact of an organie connection of character between
the perent and the child; a sesl of faith in the parent,
applied over to the child on the ground of a presumpe
tion that his faith is wrapped up in the perent's faitgé
go that he 1s eccounted a believer from the beginnings
{Notice thet he did not say; "from the time of baptism.")

We have much to say about the beginning of morsl
aegeney; and we seem to faney thet there is some definite
moment when a child beeomes a moral agenty passing out
of a condition where he is o morel mallity, and where no
moral agency touches his beings Wherees he is rather to
be regarded, at the first, as lying within the moral
agency of the perent, and pessing out, by degrees,
through a course of nixed ageney, to a proper independ-
ency and selfepossession. The supposition that he
bocomes; at some cortein moment, a complete moral agent,
which a noment bef'ore he wag not; is ¢lumsy ond hes no
agreerent with chservation. 7 ‘

The man who most thoroughly expounded the Scriptures on the

doctrine of "covenant promise" was Andrew Murray. His booly The

Children for Christ, wes first published in 1887, just one yeer before

Christion Nurture by Horece Bushnell appeared, ond still romains the

classic on the doctrine. In recent yeeors it wes distributed in
sbrideed, mimeogreph fora by Joln Birch, director of the Child for
Christ Crussde in Portland, Oregon. In 1952 it was reprinted, wias
bridged, by Moody Fress.

Andrew Murray's unebridped book conteins Pifty=two sermons, with
a8 many texts, on the one theue of "oovenant_promiae“ in relotion to
the children of godly parentage. For example, he quoted Cenesis 7l
(AsVe)s "aAnd the Lord said unto Noochs Come thou, snd all thy house

into the arks for thee have I seen righteous befors me in this

2hs  Ibid.s pe 300

25, I'uid:, De 2)e

a1



12 .
generation.” Murray believed thot this secount represents "the femily
as grace restores it." The following wes teken from his expositions

By faith Noah prepared en ark for the seving of his
house, end wes mede a witness to future ages thet the
faith of a believing, righteous parent obtains s blesg~
ingy, not for himself only,; but Lfor his children to0...
Bven Ham, whoy; es far as personel cherscter was con-
cerned,; menifestly dessrved to perish with the ungoedly
world, was gaved from the flood for his father's sake
and by his fether's falthsss

Beloved parents! let it no longer be enough to pray
and hope that your child mey bs saved, but accept in
faith the assurence thet he can bey and act out in obed=
ience the command that you are to bring him in! Go in
and live in the ark; bring up end trein thy little
children there; ss one wholly separcted from the world
and dwelling there; ggd's blessing will use thy treining
for their selvetion.

Another significant 01d Testament portion of Seripture presented
by Andrew Murrey wes Exodus 1283,25 (4.V.)s

Talte every men o lamb, sccording to their father's
houses, & lemb for on house..s When He seeth the blood,
the Lord will pess over the doory end will not suffer
the destroyer to enter your houses.

Murray's exposition of this acecount conteine the followings

1%t hes often escaped observebion how the whole
institution of the Faschel Lemb aimed ot deliverance,
not of the individuals; but of femilies==the houses of
God's peoples What else is the meaning of the expresse
fony "e lamb for an house"? Or {es in verse 21), "fake
you lembs according to your fgmilies"? And of the blood
gprinkled wpon the house? v

Christy our Pessovery; is slain for us. Ve love %o ‘
trace howy in every; even to the most minute particulars
the foreshadowings of the Paschel Feast were fulfilled
in Hine Have we ony woarrent in God's Word for excepting
this so importent festure; and ellowing the type to hold
good in every respect but this? God forbid! Christ,
the Lanb of God is still "a lamb for an house"! Hisg
blood mey still be gprinkled upon the door, thet the
destroyer enter not in. In the now covenant, and with

26, Mdrew Murrey, The Children for Christ, abr. by John Birch
(Por‘hland; Oregcm; neds )y pp:—g,go
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the precious blooed of Christ, the principle still holds
goods It is the believing father's right and duty in
faith to sppropriste the blood for his whole house. His

faith has the Divine ¥arran'b, and will be rewarded with
the Divine blessing.®

Horece Bushnell declered; with reference to Bible timess

It wes teken for granted, as & matter of comaon
understondings thet; in a change of religion,; the childe
ren went with the parents; if they becsme Jews; thet
theiy children would be Jews; if Ghri.stisg believers;
thet their children would be Christisnse

With this seme outlook, Andrew Murray found further bases for his
"covenant promise" convictions in his study of the New Testements

ffornelius feored God with all his houses” "Lydia
wes baptized, and her household.” To the jeilor of
Philivpi Paul snidy "Believe, and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house”; snd "he wes beptized, end =11 his,
inmediately”; end "he rejoiced greatly with 211 his
house, heving believed in Ged." "Crispus, the ruler of
the synagopue at Corinth, believed in the Lord with all
his house." In the Epistles of Paul we {ind that he
four times uses the expression, "the chureh in thy
house®; he does not say the church assembling in thy
house, but the church which is in thy housey referring
ev,ident%g to the sircle of believers constituting the
fanily.

The covenent promise epproesch to child evengelism mey be sumer-
ized; then, as follows: Godly perents may foreknow that all of their
c¢hildren will be saved,; providing they as perents reslly believe God's
"promise” emd act asecordingly. The verse which perhens most clearly
suggests this promise is Froverbs 2236 (4.Ve)s "Trein up a child in
the wey he shoulci gos end when he is old, he will not depart from it."

In expositing this verse, Andrew Murrey gave his angwer to the question

27 Ibido’ Te 17,

28, Bushnells w H%t%:e’ Pe 510
29 Murray. OP=, Gi’&bp Pe 82,
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moat likely to arise in opposition to the "promise":

There have been so many feilures in religious train-
ing, that e spirit of doubt hes growm up as to whother
8 principle like this cen be regarded ss holding univer-
sally good. With such doubt we undermine Cod's cove-
nant. Let us rather believe that the failure was owing
to man's fault: "Let God be true, and every men a
liar." Rither the perent did not meks “"the way in which
he should go" his one aim in the child's training, or
the training in tggt wey was not what God's Word hed
ordered it to be.

It is evident that thers is much to comend the doctrine of "cove-
nent promige”, and no refutation has been forthecoming. It may be
objected that the "covenant" rests largely upon Old Testament promises
and upon 01d Testement history allegorically interpreted. The respon-
8ibilities of Christlsn parenthood which have been set forth by the

teochers of "covenant promise", however, are vital to preschool evan-

gellsm.

Universal Salvetion of Infents. Uhile Christien treining in the

home is ideal, many children do not hove Christlen perents. Often only
one of the parents knows the Lord. Innocent children in these circum-~
stances ore not provided for in the doctrine of "sovenant promise®.
Huldreich Zwingli (1484-1551 A.D.) was the first Frotestant lse-
der to opreose the theory that infant salvetion is dependent upon weter
beptism, and to declere that all who die in infancy are "elect”, and
ther;fore saved. His position was resumed in the seventeenth century
by the early followers of Jacobus Arminus (1560-1609 A.D.) in Follend,

¢

and it hes been accepted by Aminian groups to this day.51 dJohn Vesley

30. Ibid., p. 35.

31. Jackson, Schaff-Herzos Encyclonodia, V, 491.
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(170%3-93 £.D.) end his Pollowers heve widely disseminated the teaching,
both through popular sentiment and theological reasoning.

K'Clintock and Strong quoted the eminent Methodist theologian
Richard Wetaon (1751-1833 A.D.) as saying, "The greet consideration
which leads to a solution of the cese of persons dying in infancy is
found in Romens 5:18»"52 This verse, upon which he built his argument,
reads as Pollows (A.V.):

As by the offence of one judgment came upon all men
to condenmation; even so by the righteousnsess of one the
free gift ceme upon all nmen unto justification of life.

Frofessor Re J. Cooke gquoted "Blshop lerrill" as saying:

We are therefore led to conclude that, without the
formel powers of reogeneration, snd withoul any eppreci~
eble exercise of active spiritual ageney, they (infents)
are, by virtue of the unconditional benefits of the
atonement, placed in such a stete of groclous acceptance
‘ag answers Lo the gragioug state reached by edults only
through justifying faith. s ;

Jdohn Miley, the Hethodist theologlen who developed the goverrmens
tal theory of the atonement, concluded that "Infants dying in infaney
are saved in Christ. This we fully and gratefully belisve.“54

H. Qrton Wiley, theologian in the Church of the lazerens, presen=
ted two more verses in supnort of the doctrine thet all infants are

unconditionally provided for in the atonement: "Except ye be conver-

ted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom

52. Jomn }'Clintock end Jemes Strong, (yeclopedis of Biblicel,
Theological, end Heelesiestical Litersture (New York, Herper
end Brothers, 1894), IV, 578.

5%5. Ra Je« Cooke, Christienity and Childhood (Cineinnati, Cranston
and Stowe, 1391), p. 108.

34. Johm Miley, The Atonement In Christ (New York, Hunt and
Baton; 1879), p. 265.




16
of heaven" (Matthew 18:3, A.V.), and "Suffer 1ittle children, end for=
bid them not, %o éame unto mes for of such is the kingdon of heaven”
(Matthew 10:14, A.V.). He joined with "Dr. Reymond" in apserting that
there 1s unconditionsl provision in the stoncaent not only for the
justification of infants, but also for their sanctificetions #iiios "ne
unclean thing or unholy person con be ednitted into the presence of God
and to the soclety of holy angels and glorified saints. "7

He He Foubl; while gerving as a bishop in the Church of the United
Brethren in Christ, gonaidered this universel provision to be & sound
basis for the rite of infant baptism. He declared:

Infant beptisnm does not represent o cure, nor does it
represent a prophacy, it rather represents a fact, & .
very blessed fect; all children arec members of the king-
dom of Cod; and, therefore, ere greciously entitled to

baptisn gnd all the rights end privileges of the
church.”?

Bypassing Regeneration. It is a short step for some from the

thought thet dying infents are secure in Christ to the thought that
thogse who live need not; necessarily, be "born agein®. The teaching of
Count Zinzendorf (1700~60 4.D.) tended in this direction. He wrote:

Whets then, is child nurture? It ls a sacred,
priestly method whersby souls are brought up from
infancy so as not to think othorwise than that they
belong to Christ and so that blessedness for them shall
consist in knowing and serving him, and thelr greatest

35, H. Orton Wiley, Christien Theolesy (Kenses Clty, Missouri,
Beacon Hill Press, 1947), IIs 297=99.

‘36, H. Ho Foubt, The Child and the Church (Dayton, Ohio, The
Otterbein FPress, 191%), p. 46.
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misfortune in becoming separated from him in any wéy
whatsoever.g? i

Children should be treated lovingly, but they should also be
taught to recognize sin. Forms of sin are encountered in the very
first yeer of life, and children are cepable of sinning willfully long
before they go to school. UWhile all infents may be secure in Christ,
they are also all depraved in Adem. Their condition is lilke thet of
the Apostle Paul who wrote, "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing" (Romens 7118, A.V.). Unless children die in
infanc& and are csred for as such, they will need to be "born from
above" ps much as any adult; for "That which is born of the flesh is
flesh: and that which isAborn of the Spirit is spirit” {John 3:3,6,
£.Vs). Children mey be trained morally, but they cannot "grow" spiri-
“tually until they have been so "born". Regegérapicn must not be con~
fused with the educstional processes which preéede or follow it.53

While 1ittle children stend in need of "rebirth", the "born again”
experience of a 1little child will have different characteristics than
that of a sin-hardened adult. In the trect, "Conversion--ihat Consti-
tutes o Convert?" by the Board of Blshops of the former fvangalical
Church, theso differences have been likened to crossing e streom.?
Rela{ively.litﬁle effort is required to oross nesr the source, bﬁt if

one welte until the streem hes becune a raging river, his crossing will

37+ Henry H. Meyer, Child Neture amd Hurturs Aceording ko Nico-
levs ILudwic Von Zinzendorf (liew York, The Abingdon Press,
1928), p. 125.

58. John D. Folsom, Religious,ﬁducag%gn in the Home (New Yorlk,
The lMethodist Book Concern, 1917), p. 122.

30, (Harrisburs, Pennsylvenie, The Tvangelicel Press, n.d.)



be quite different.

The Age of jccountability. The children to whom the beneflits of

the atonement acerue unconditionally have been termed "infents” by most
authors. In seelzing to locate the "age of accountebility® before God,
however, the unfortunate discovery is mede that the word "infant” hes
seldon been clesrly defined, At the present time it hes two nmeanings
according to the dictionary:
INFANT: 3. A child in the first period of life; &

babe. 2. Lew: A person not of full age; s minor; at

the common 1&w,nfny peﬁson under the age of 21; the ege

veries in some States.

Fout use& the terms "infant" and "child® interchnngeably.41 Koons
reforred to infency as porteining to the first Pive years of life; but
he also wrote that morel obligetion does not resch a working meturity
bef'ore the age of'twalve.aa Bughnell, s hes been noted, emphasized
the fact that moral egency undergoes a gradual development.45 Jdo Irvin
Overholtzer, Difector fmeritus of the Internetionsl Child Hvengelisnm
Fellowship, worked on the assumption that little children may be

responsible before God for their sins as ecorly as the apge of two.44 He

wrote:

40, Webster's Collegiote Dictionary {(5th ed.; Springfleld, Masse-
chusetts, ¢. and C. Merriem Co., 1947), p. 514,

41. PFout, The $hild and the Chureh, ch. 1.

42. Williem George Koons, The Child's Religious Life (New Yorl,
Eaton and Maina, 1905), pp. 32, 24. ;

43. Bushnell; Christion Iurture, p. 21.

44, J. Irvin Overholtzer, Parent and Child (Sante llonica, Cali-
fornia, 1921‘6)9 Do 1l
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¥hile "Ye must be born agsin" was spoken by our Lord
to a men (John 317), the statement is potentially true
of every child. The logtness of little children 1s
emphatically declared by Jesus (Matt. 18:10,14). fThis
- was not sald of infants, but it was said of littlo
children. While it is generelly believed that infants
who die are saved, Seripture is not as clear sbout this
as that llttle children ere lost and nust Sﬁ?“ﬂgl“
belleve in ordsr to be kept from perishing.4?
thether Matthew 15:10-14 sctuelly teaches that "little children®
ere doomed may be questioned. The agevbf accountability ls difficult
to establish, and likely veries congiderably with individuels. Testi-
monies indicete, however, that meny preschool children have recognized
personnl responsiblility before God for their owm sins. Children as
young as two end one helf years of age, understanding their personal
neaég heve of théir own volition sccepted Christ as their Savior.+6
Regardlese of any securily they mey have in their perents faith or in
the unconditional provisions of the atonement, it iz of supreme impor-
toance that childron receive Life from asbove as soon es thoy are ready
that they maintain a good consclence beflore fod. Perents should
. exercise care not to be guiliy of thwerting their little child's con-
saience when it cries out for a personal experience of'saving o Tl Tt
for the dawmn of o personal walle with Cod. Jesus said:
Whoso shall offend one of these 1little ones which
helieve in me, it were betier for him thet a millstone

were henpged ebout his neck, and that he were drowmed in
the dapth of the sea (Matthew 18365 A.V.).

Child Svencelism Movements, At leasst four substontiol child even~

gelism movemente heve orisen in Horth Ameriea in recent years. Rach of

45. Ibid.
4. See Ch. ILI.
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thege movements is fundanmentel in doectrine, wndencminetional 4n affilie-
tion, and dedicabted to the proposition that children need to be "born
sgein®. The most exclusive im "Children for Christ, Inc.", with nebtional
headduartera in St. Louis, which is closely essociated with the American
Council qf Christien Churches. The "Bible Club Hovement", wiith hesd-
quarters in Philadelphia; specializes in home Bible clubs. The "Child
for Chriet Orusade", which hed ite beginning in Western Ceneda, has the
added fevture of evengelisbtic mectings for the children. The "Interne-
tional Child Zvengelism Fellowship®, with headquarters in southern Cali-
fornia, has a third operation which is called "open~eir child evange~
1ism". While ell four groups concentreote primerily upon grade school
children, they heve each had conversidns also at the presgchool level.

Lest preschool evengelists run shead of God in thelr endecvors,

Ore Hary E. LeBer, author of Patty goes to the Nursery Cless, has writ-

ten the following words of cautiont

B8ince & gertain intellectunl meturity must precede
grasp of the essenticls of salvation, to push the pro-
cess is similar to requiring intellectusl precocity.
Resl and enduring denger enters when a child--who at
preschool age quickly piosks up correct verbalizations to
pleage asdultg--goes through the process of accepting
Christ without the work of the Holy Spirit who alone cen
offect the new birth. what should be words of eternal
aignificance become robbed of their true import for him
and may constitute a hordening »rocess to block acecep=-
tance of the vitel message later.

If no intellectunl maturity is necessary for salve-~
tion, we can as well extract e "yes" from the child as
goon 83 he cen lisp the work and call it salvation. The
relationship betwesn physical growth and the work of the
Holy Spirit is a problem altin to that which has alweays
faced the Church: what is God's pert end men's pard?
liost evengellicals believe that man hes real cholce, and
thot Cod has limited Hinself to some extent in lis deal-
ings with man. 8o, too, time and the physical process
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of ﬁ;r‘owth plece 1imita upon the time of scoountaebili-
ty. 7

Swmery. The dootrine of baptimmel regeneration tought in eastern
orthodox churches was championed in the west by Augusiine (394-450 A.D.)
and hes baen cceepted by Romen Catholies, Lutherans, end cortain inpli-
oans.l*a The early implicetion of this doctrine, now modified ih sone
quarters, wes thet all unbaptized children go to hell. John Calvin
(1509~64 4.D.) teught that some children are predestined for hesven and
others for hell, irrespective of baptisn. Fresent-day Calvinists con~
sider all infants predestined for heeven, providing they die in infancy.
Indrew Murrey, o Celvinist vho wrote in 1887 A.D.,; chanpioned the doc~
trine that Christian parents ma;,f be aspured of thelr éwiz children's sal-~
vation ev.én boyond infanecy, if they will conscientiously train them in
the Wey. Huldreich Zwingli (1484-1531 A.D.) wes the Pirst Reformer to
teesch the universal salvetion of infents. His position was resumed by
the Remonstrants and has been popularized by Wesleyans. lore recently
the teeching hes arisen thet children proverly trained will not need ta
be "born egein” in the evengelical sense. On the other Hend s Tour subf-
stantial ¢hild evangelism movements now flourishing represent the con-
vietion thet all children do stend in need of "rebirth". Dr. Mary 5.
LeBer has werned ageinst Doreing preschool children to go through the
motions of regeneretlon hefore they ore able to grasp its significance.
Horace Bushnell teught that o degree of moral maturlty must exist before

2 child becomes perscnally accounteble for asin. Contrary to Bushnell's

47. Yery B. LeBar, from s letter dated february 25, 1955.

43, Jeekson., Scheff-Herzos tnevelopedis, V. 491,
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view, J« Irvin Cverholtzer has written that accouﬁtability arises ag
soon as willful wrong is committed. Testimonies presented in chapter
two of this thesis indicste that econvietion for willful sin hes been
experienced es young ag two and one helf yearas of age, though there is
no sure basis for affirming thet sternal judgment reste upon premature

souls who have so transgresged.




CHAPTER IXI
REASONS FOR AN RVANCGELICAL APPROACH TO PRESCHOOL CHILDREN

Seriptural Reasons. This chapter presents Seriptural, psychologi-

cal, practicel, snd experiential ressons why preschool children should
be approached in terms of evengslism. PFirst of all, consider four
strong evidences contained in the Word of God:

1. The Bible containe outstanding exemples of preschool evange-
lism. Hoses, the grest Law-giver of Isréel, wag sufficiently grounded
in the faith by hie godly mother before he attended the schools of
Egypt that no teaching of that highly developed educational system was
aﬁle to sheke h;s faith (Gxodus 2:7~10). In the case of Samuel, Isre-
elts grent judge, it is difficult %o edequately evalustise the stroag
impressions mede upon hinm by his devoted pearents before they left him
in the temple with the relatlively coreless H1i (I Samuel 1:1-2:21).
The Bible reﬁeala thet Bemuel wes still but a child when he renlaced
the high priest as spokesman for God (I Samuel 3:1-19). Timothy, one
of the early Church's youngest bishops, is declared to hove lmowm from
a "babe" the holy Seriptures which were able to male hinm wise unto sel~
vetion (II Timothy 1:5; %:14,15, 4.8.V.).

2. In the 01d Testement the commend appeers that children should : i
be taught' diligently from the orsclss of God. The Israelites were
mede to know thet the success of their nation depended upon the faith~
fulness of parents to trensmit a vitel falth Yo their childrena Deu~
teronony 6:5-7 (A.V.) reads:

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thins

heart, end with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
ind these words, which I command thee this day, shall



be in thine heart: #nd thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and gheli telk of them when thou git-
test in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way,
and when thou liest down, ond when thou risest w.

The New Testement offere no substitute for this valid procedure.
Ideally then, vital faith is to be first tronsmitted in the home through
perental instruction thet is (1) from the heart, (2) dilligent and earn~
est, and (3) persevering and continuous; even as this conmendment in
Deuteronony indicotes.i Purthermore, Proverbs 22:6 hos been understood
to teech that vital faith can be successfully transmitied to children

" by porents who will meke their children's salvation a matter of srimery
concern.® These Seriptures do not necessurily teach the vosaibility of
seving faith at the preschool age, but they do indicate the evanselis-
tie culture which will best precipitate such faith.

How refreshing is the importance sttached to children's faith in
the Bible! Other "bibles" pay little or no attention to children:

The Christian relipgion is unique in the emphasis it
places upon childhood. Other religions ignore or forget
the child. MNohommed seems to know nothing ebout child-
ren. Anclent literature, sxcept the 01d Testament, is
quite barren in ellusions to children. In the Bible is
found the only appreciction. In mythology the pods are
not horn as children; they come upon the stepe ful%
grown... There is not a child in all Shelrespeare.”

%. dJesus exalted the faith of 1ittle children. Hi® words ag

recorded in Metthew 18:1-10; 19:13,14 (A.V.) provide an impressive

1. Andrew Murrsy, The Children For Christ, ebr. by John Birch
: (Partlﬁnd, 01'98039 n.d-), Do 25‘

2. Thozes #. Pool, "The Conversion of Children," The Freeg iietho-
dist, reprinted by the Child Evangelism Fellowship, n.d.

3. H. H. Fout, The Child and the Chureh {Dsyton, Chio, The Otter-
bein Press, 1913), p. 17.
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"Gospel of Childhood® st

&t the seme time came the disciples unto Jesus, say-
ing, ¥Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And
Jesus called a little child unto him, snd set him in the
midst of them, and said, Verily I say unto you, Except
ye be converted, end become as little children, ye shell
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever there=-
fore shell humble himself as this little child, the sane
is greetest in the kingdon of heaven. And whoso shell
receive one such little child in my name receiveth me.
But whoso shell ofif'end one of these little ones which
believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone
were henged about his neck, and thst he drowned in the
depth of the sem... Take heod that ye despise not one
of these little ones; for I gay unto you, thet in heaven
their angels do elways behold the fsce of my Father
wvhich is in henven.

Then were there brought unto him little children,
that he should put his hends on them, and pray; and the
disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, Suffer little
¢hildren, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of
such is the kingdom of heaven.

Bishop Fout deduced thet "As childlikeness is a state necessary to
entrance into the kingdom, childhood is the surest and best time for
that entrance;"5 He also observed that thelsmme quality of humility
which fits a child for entering the kingdom is also required for exal~
totion in 1t.0 The command to receive litile children in Christ's neme
was interpreted %o mean that they should be cared for "as Christ would
haée them cured for;”7

In this "gospel" Jesus indicated that little children are capable
of ‘exerting faith in Him, and thst not a single éxpresslon of such

faith is o be despised; for the angels of these children stand in the

¥ Ibid.’ Ch- 19

4

5. JIbid., p. 24.
B ks py 08,
.
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very presence of the Fether. To despise the falth of a litile child is

rresented to be not only a grest mistaeke, but also a dengerous offence:

With reference to the angels, Bishop Fout declared:

If Christ so cares for the children, if the highest
engels guard them with loving core, then the church
should pive its most loving attention, its_best gifits,
its moet earnest endeavor in thelr behalf.

That this priority has not been properly apprecieted by the Church

- was also indiented by the bishop:

By a poliecy of neglect, by the almost exclusive
expenditure of its energles upon efforts st edult con-
version and culture, by omitting from the architecture
of its houses of worship, end in ite scrmons all consi-
deration of a plece for the c¢hildren, by & feilure to
provide any well-adapted syatom of instruction,; until
very recent yeersy; and only partially so now, and above
all by a feilure to use the fomily, in aeccord with the
divine intent, for the training of children in the nur-
ture of e epiritusl life, the church is, like the dis~
oiples in the incident; forbidding the children to come
to Jesuss and the Christ of to-dey, like the Christ in
that incident, is rebuking his remiss end short-sighted
followers for such an attitude.

The word "suffer” is betior transleted in present~day English es

"let", or "allow". Concerning Jesus' exhortation to let the children

come unto Him, Loils H. LeBer hes penned the following exposition:

All three Synoptic Gospels record Jesus' invitation,
"Let the little children come unto me, end forbid them
not" (Matt. 19:13-15; iark 10:1%5-16; Luke 13:15-17).
This statement is & contrast to the commeand which the
men who prepared the great supper gave to his servant,
"Go out into the highways end hedges, and corpel them
to come in" (Luke 14323). vhereas meny adulte must be
compelled to come to Christ, the children are ecger to
come if only we edulte get out of their way end let them
come. Hueh more readily then adults, children feel the
need of the Saviour, end gledly come when they hear that

i

(.)I

9v

Ibid., p. 57
Ibidcg DP )42;" 2{“5-
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He is near, if only the perents and toachers are willing
to take the time to lead them gently to Hin.10

Significant 4o the cnuse of preschool ovangelism is the fact thet
the little children of Matthew 19:13,14, who were brought to Jesus,
were mere "babes” {"brephe" in the Gfeek)- This4is sscertained by com-
paring the pafallel passage in Lulte 18:15-17.

é. 4 fourth Seriptural resson for employing en evangelical
approach t6 preschool children is found by implicetion in the teaschings
of the spostles. Their gospel invitations were never addressed to who-~
soever ls meturse, but elweys to whogsoever will belisve. Their sppeals
were not limited to the sdults of & home, but embr&ced the eﬁtire
household.

"Whosoever shall call on the neme of the Lord shall be saved" wes
Peter's message on Pentecost, and he indicated in the seme sermon that
the promise of the Holy Spirit is for children as well ans for adults;
though "children" may be interpreted to réfer to future generations
{Acts 2121,39, A.V.).

Yhen the comvieted Philippien jeiler esked, "ihat must I do to be
saved?", Paul and Silas gave this child-honoring reply: “Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shali be saved and thy house.” {Acts
16151, AVa).

The #Apostle John., whiose writings sre rich in "whosoevers" y
declared: "I write unto you, little children, because your sins are
forgiven you for his name's seke"; and agein, "I write unto you, little

children, because ye have known the Father” (I John 2:12,13, A.V.).

10. Lois ©. LeBery Children in the Bible School (Westwood, Hew
Jersey, Fleaing H. Revell Co., 1952), p. 20.
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?@ycho}ogical Reasong. Does a study of preschool c¢hildren them-
selves confirm the Seriptural injunetions that'ﬁhey should bes approached
in terms of evangelism? 4t least three strong arguments are availeble
from the fisld of psychology to supnport this thesis:

1. Preschool children sre highly roceptive. They have not become

ot
hardened by sin. Thelr coneciences sre relatively tender, their hearts
are open, their mindes sre lmpressionable, thelr willa are relatively
pliable, and thedr faith is simple. They cen become keenly alive to
Jesus' love. They cen learn to cust their cures upon Him. Ee e
Thornton hes made some helpful genersliszations concerning them, parti-
cularly children two through five yeors of ege. fHe wrote:

The key word to the period known es early childhood
ie receptivity. The child nmind is esgerly open to
impressions. Impressions are its food--end its polgon.
Little childron, because of their leck of expsricnce,
theilr general immaturity and helplessness, muust depend
upon their seniors for everything... Confidence in
grownups is natural to childhood and is destroysd only
by deception.

Bighop #. W. Prastoriuvs conslders freedom from side issuss to be a
gtrong feotor in little children's receptivity. He wrote:

Conversions oceurring in childhood are apt to be
quite easily and quickly mede. They crise out of a
sense of loyalty to perents and teachers end oul of a
keen desire to do what 1s manifestly right... - Adults
have so many side issues and while they are still trying
to get all the strageling Interects of 1ife in line
under Christ's control, the child has already entered
the Kingdom.*=

Ore. Lois E. Lelar hes warned, however:

11. £. W. Thornton, How To Teach (Cincinnati, Chio, The Stendard
- Publishing Co., 1945), pp. 66, 67

12. E. We Preectorius, Semsons of the Soul (Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania, The Evengelieal Press, n.d.); pp. 11, 12.
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Barly childhood's natural faith and dependency are
goon outgrown. Faith is natural to a child, for com-~
plete physical dependence is accompenied by esbsolube
enotional confidence. Faith is unnetural to one se soon
as he has learned to rely largely on himgelf and not
wholly on others for the supplying of his needs.ld

fact that the high degree of receptivity charecteristic of the

yoars is soon outgrown substentiates the need to begin early.

Lois Lilar also wrote:

2

quoted ag

The most favorable soll for sowing the seed of the
Word is the plastic heert of e child. In Christ's pere-
ble of the sower (iatt. 1%:11-23) the dry, stony ground
which prevents the sesd from telting root is a “icturp of
the hearts of most adults, whoqarc 1ncreasingl vorldly,
sltepticel, and materielistic.

Preschool influences are highly indelible. Horace Bushnell is
having said:
Lot every fether emd mother realize that when their

child is three yoors of age, they heve don?qmore then
half they will ever do for it's character.*~

According to Clarence H. Bensons

Lolis

By the time a child is seven he has received three-~
fourthe of his education. Upon this foundation the sub-
sequent nhalcalé intellectual, and spiritual structure
w111 be buils.l

LeBer wrote, in this connection:

Habits of tho first seven yearas sre indelibly esteb-
lished. @ducators eoncur with the Bible that an indi-
vidual 's essentiel  cheracter is formed very eorly. God
soys, "Trein up a child in the way he should go; and

13.
1k,
15.

i6.

Lois LeBar, Children in the Bible School, p. 25.

Ibid., p. 21.

Velerie Patee Seger, Le;chinp Twos and Threes (Glendale,
Californie, The Sundey “chool House, 1951), intro.

Clarence H. Benson, An Introduction to Child Study {Chicago,
The Bible Institute Golportage isoocintion, 1027}, De Ol.
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when he is o0ld, he will not depart from it" (Prov. 22:6).
If a child does depert from his early tesaching, the con-
clusion nust be that he may have been told a great deal,
but he may not hove been trained to feel and do accord-
ing to the truth... A child first makes his habits,
. then his hobits turn sbout and make him. Iursery think-
ing lies at the beck of much adult thiniing.1?
John H. Vincent mede a similar evaluation back in 1387 A.Ds He
stated it this way:
The four years of a college course are scarcely umore
effective in the 1ife of a man then the four years in
the nursery, during which he begins to live-~and all
this bef'ors the ;unday Jehool resches him..o
One reeson why many parents and teachers are so slow to appreclate
the indelibility of preschool influences is because so many of these
influences sre wrought without recognition or intent on the part of the
adults. Wevcruheless, strong carry-overs are found, perticularly from
perents, of falth snd unbelief, of hopes and despeirs, of purposes and
shiftlessness, of likes ond dislilkes, of good habits ond bad habits.l?
3. Finally, the preschool enviromsent is most‘eaaily controllad.
Preschool children are conditioned less than any other age group by
past experiences, and their present experiences sre highly centrelized
at home. Consequently, & recent book concludes with this unqualified

questions "Your child end Cod. Between the two stonde the parent--a

sepereting wall or a commecting link. Uhet are you?"20

17. Lois LeBary op. oit., pp. 25, 26.

18. Jeohn He Vincent, The Hodern Sundey Sechool (llew York, Hunt end
. Habon, 1‘3'37), Do 251 ;

19, Class notes, "Christien Zducation snd the Home" (Portland,
Oregons Yestern Baptist Theologleal Seminary, 1952).

20. Robbie Trent, Your Child end God (Chiecago, Willeti, Clark,
end Co., 1941), p. 145.
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Practical Reasons. Purther rsasons ore Pound wlien the advisoe

ility of preschool evangeliism is tested pragmatiocnlly:
1. Children "born again" during proschool years ere thereby
preserved from the scers of o multitude of sins. Gerly converts have

tomptations to face, of course, but many will not arise if they learn

garly to {ix thelr eyes upon Jesus 2L

2, Children "born agein® during preschool years have the grestest
possible opportunity to develop Christian charscter, and the fullest
possible poriod to live to the glory of God .22

The great advantage of leading your child to Jesus
now (preferably before he sterts to school), is that he
can give his whols 1life to Him. The Sunday School Times
once printed in Its Illustration Corner a little story
of Mr. Hoody. Someone asked him how wmany had been saved
at his preaching the night before. "Just 2%," he said.
"Indeed !-~two edults and one child." "Ho, no," he
replied, "Two children and one adult; the children hed
all thelr lives to give Him. The man hed only half of
hig left."ed

5. It ie relatively emsy to reach preschool children for Christ.
They require training, spiritusl perception,‘and hsort convietion, as
do others,; but they are free from the bonds of hebit and of doubt which
characterize older persons. Bishop Praetorius, who was "born agein' at
the age of four himsolf, illuétratad this peint by saying thalt the
"Gate" opens ecaslor if we don't weit until the létch and hinges becone

ol

rusty. According to Lols LeBar: .

21. OClass notes, "Christien Zvengelisn,” (Portland, Oregon, Cos=
cade College, 1944).

22. Lois . LeBar, Children in the Bible 3¢hoeol, ». 27.

25. #dith Y. Gunderson, Training Your Child for Ohrist (Chiemgo,
Alexender Pross, Inc., 1945); p. 31.

24h. Sermon {(Jemmings Lodge, Orsgon, 1947).




Formerly the Junior and Junior High depertments of
the Bible sehool were considered the agoes at which
children should decide for Christ. But the meny prob-

- lems thet arogse with these ages brought the ghureh face
to face with the only reuedy——bcgin earlier.2d

Teatinonials. The Seriptural, psychologicol, and practical ree-

sons Tfor preschool evangelism find rich supplement in the testimonies
of experience. Cherles H. Spurgeon wrote thet "A child of five, if
properly instructed, cen as truly believe and be regenerated ns an
adult."ﬁé it was this atatément which ﬁrcmpted the founding of the
Child Zvangelism Fellowship, and it has been proven many times ovor.ol
In fact, cases can be cited of children ecs young as two and one half
yeurs of age being “bérn again”. For example, Jirg. Herbert Clson off
FPasadena, California, wroté:

lihen our 1little glrl Carolyn was two, I was teaching
a child evangelism cless on the lessons about "David".
The plen of selvetion wes explained to the children
soverel times.

One evening as we were coming home {rom my sister-in-
laws,; I was holding Carolyn in my lap and I thought that
she was ssleep. All abl once she looked up at me oand
said: "I prayed and Jesus come into my hoart." She was
2% yearg old at that time. Salvetion wes very real to
her and it was so easy to train and teech her ss I could
explain to her that e uqrsaz who loved Jesus didn't do -
those things... '

At the age of two, @2 soon as we ceme home from the
child evangelism class,'uarolyn would heve to have a
flannelrrqoh board and tell the story to her deddy.
During the dey time she'd line up her dolls on the dav~
enport end they'd be her cless end she'd teanch them.

25. Lois LeBar, op. cit., p. 26,

26+ (Quoted by J. Irvin Overholiser, A Hendbook on Child Zvengelism
{Pacific Palisades, Californis, Intornational Child Etvangelism
Fellowship, Ine., 1942), p. 18.

27. J. Irvin Overholtzer, "Five Yesrs 01d," Child Evengelism,
September, 1650, vol. IX; no. £, . 3.
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She would give the invitation and ssk if someone wented
to scecept Jesus as their Seviour, ond then she'd pray
with her dollies.

She hes attended Sunday Schiool since eighteen months
of age, child evengelisnm claeges, end deily vacation
Bible School. BShe is now seven and I've asked her some-
tines, when she tells about somsone eccepting Jesus as
their Saviour in Junior Church or elsewhere, if she did
too. She'll alweys say, "I've already accepted him so
I don't have to again.'d

In one of his booklets, J. Irvin Overholtzer noted three specifiec

cages of children "rebora" at the age of threes

Rev. Charles A. Porter; kest, Pastor of the Hoody
Church; Chicagoe, Ill., told me of the conversion of his
1ittle daughter et the age of three. 0She is now eleven,
a member of the church, and hes given ovidence of rege~
neration through the years.

I hove just been in the home of a postor in Alhambra,
Califeornie. Here a litile boy of five is one of the
brightest bellevers I heve ever met, child or asdult. He
has been saved two years. His mother told me that he
wes convicted by the message in John 3:16, and that the
night of his conviction he prayed this proyer, "Jesus
come into my heert right now." WHis mother says he vas a
chenged child from that dey. _

The writer led one of his own children to Christ at
the age of three end a hall. [Mifteen years have pessed
end the evidence is overwhelming ggat this child wes
regenerated thet dey in my study.~

The monthly Child Evencelism magezine hes presented ten clear-cub

cases of proschool regeneration in the paest thres yeara. One striking

testironial was written by J. Ds London, missionery of the Central

American Misgion in San Harcos, Gustemela:

One efterncon almost three years ago several children
were in our home for a class. Thore were two new child-
ren present, and es lrs. London wes closing the leasson
she was expleining very cerefully and elearly just what
svery child should know and do to be saved. These two

28,

29

Mra. Herbert Olson, 1867 . Haleteed, Pasadena 3, Celifornis,
from & letter dated October 29, 1952.

Overholtzer, 4 Handbook on Child Evangelism, pp. 24, 25,
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children cceeptod Jesus as their Seviour, and then in
fnglish Joyce said to her mother, "Why don't you talk to
me like that about Jesua?" %ell, we were both almost
speechless, ag all the conversation haed been in Spanish,
and at that time, Joyee, who was only sbout three and a
half years old, understood and spoke very little Span-
ish. 8he then and there accepted Christ as her Saviour,
She etill tallks about that time, and now she wents to be
beptized. We thank God for this experience, for it cer-
tainly teught us that we are not to judge as to when a
child is old enough to be saved or to need the Sav-
iour. 3

Count Zinzendorf, leader of the Moravian Church, accepted Christ
at the age of four. At that time he composed and signed the following
covenant: Tlear Saviour, do Thou be mine, end I will be Thine. "2l
Georpe Davis, edltor and representetive for the National Sunday School
Departuent of the Asgemblies of God, "was seved when only four years
0ld and felt a call to the ministry o fow years loter."2 The follow-
ing testimonial comes from the ranks of Children for Christ, Inc.:

A child of four years, vho had been teught the gospel
truths, was sitting in ¢hurch on Sundey when the hymn,
“The Ninty and Nine" wes sung. B8ho reached ovor to her
mother ond with tears on ler face salid,; "Doess that 1it-
tle lost sheep mean me? Did the Lord Jesus do that for
nel™ At thet time she was led to receive Jesus Christ
as her Saviour. iow & young mother herself, she hus
given evidence all along the way of the reality of her
conversion. She has been active in church, Sundey
Sehool, and young people's work, has teught in the Sum-
mer Bible School, and now is teaching e Children for
Christ Class herself.””

Roy Cempbell reported the couversion of his four year old grandson

50. J» De London, "Conversion of Joyce Diene,® Child Bvangelism,
sugust, 1951, vol. X, no. 8, p. 24, :

31. Guoted by Overholtzer, i Handbook on Child Evenpelism, p. 25.

32, George H. Davis, from e letter doted November 11, 1952,

55. Releted by Bernice G. Hillam, from a letter dated Novenber
i7, 19%2.




os Tollows:

When my little grondson Larry was slightly over four
years of age, he took the Lord Jesus as his porsonal
Saviour. For about a year or so before that, he had
showm a terrible dislike for rasdioc broadcasts of a
religious neturs. “hen he heard o hymn over the radio
he would shout "Shut that thing off!" One dey when he
wos conveleseing from an illness, he reluctently agreed
to his grendfather’'s reading e gospel story to him. The
story told of a little girl, ebout Larry's age, who had
accepted Christ as her personsl Saviour. The grend-
father realizing the eppropristeness of the occasion
stopped reeding and said with beted breath, "Larry."
Lerry looked up. "When I reach out my hand to you, will
you take it, showing that you here and now receive the
Lord Jesus Christ as your perscnel Saviour? Larry hesi-
tated only a split second and then reached out his hand
to his grandfather and sald, "Yes, I do." PFour yosrs
heve pessed end Larry hes never once shown any dislike
of hymms or religious progrems to this day. He preys
his own prayecrs, remembering always his little brother
and the others in the femily. Although he is still
young, it is noticeable how he leans towerd God and his
Saviour...

Lorry ond his 1little brother Hal, who is two end a
helf, were out playing in the yard. Their mother,
noting the unusuel silence; went out to investlgate and
found them both on their knees on the floor of the gar-
den swing, heads bowed end eyes closed. is the mother
approached Lerry looked up and seid, "Mother, lal's a
Christian. He just geve hls heert to_Christ. I asked
him if he would and he said, ‘Un-hmt?2

The pressure exerted by "grandfether” Cerpbell in reaching four
year old Lerry, while perheps not a good general nolicy, did prove
elfective in this cmss. It may be that "grandfether” alone could have
nade such an approsch successfully. 4Available testimonials of pre-
school "rebirth” evidence the fact that there is no stereotype
approach even at this age level.

Four yesr old Teddy, son of missionaries in Chins, had gathered

3k, Quoted by Horman V. Willlems, The Christien Home (Chicago,
Moody Press, 1952), vp. 92, 93.
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the idea that a "teensy weensy Lord Jesus" wanted to live in his heart.
This difficulty was discovered by a child evengelist, es the two vere
convalescing together in a hospitel in Shanghei. Onee the problem wes

overcome, the evangelist was able to lead the boy to Christ. She

afterwerds wrote:

Although I told him to thenk the Lord for coming into
his heart, yet my faith was veal. He wes so youag that
I wondered if he really understood what he had done.
Soon he left the hospitel, end then one day his mother
came to see me. She told me, "Hilda, I lmow this will
interest you. One evening we were singing 'Come into my
heart, Lord Jesus' at evening devotions, and Teddy said
to me, 'Mother, I won't sing that song any more.' I
asleed, 'Why?' and he said, 'Because Jesus came into my
heert when I wes siclk and in Miss. Riffel's room.'"

How -I did rejolce that Teddy did understand. XNow,
geven months later, his mother tells me that Teddy often

“reninds her thet Jesus lives in his hoort.

Four yesr old Mike, of Superior, liebraska, was saved in a child
evangelism class. The first two times he attended he reised his hand
for prayer, but felt no pguilt for sin. He declared it was his three
yeaxr old sister Cherlotte who did all the things mentioned. OCne dey,
however, Mike and his nmother visited the tescher, snd the mother told
how Mike had kept his sister erying all morning.

Then came the next meeting. A 1little seven-year-old
boy was teken into anothor room and dealt with first.
When the tescher came out, Mike went to her and put his
hend in hers, saying, "Teke me." The teucher asked him
what he wanted. In reply he said, "I went Jesus to come
into my heart." 1In enswer to the teacher's question as

to why he wented Jesus, lilke said, “ngse T did 11 dos
neusie tings" (those naughty things).”

35. Hilda Riffel, "A Heert Where Jesus Lives," Child Evangelism,
May, 1950, vol. IX, no. 5, p. 15.

36. Child Zvancelism, April, 1952, vol. XI, no. %4, p. 25.
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The daughter of a New York pastor, Mexry Rosalyn, was born agein et
the age of four. She had regularly attended church services end Bible
séhool, and her parents talked freely of salvation in tﬁe home, answer-—
ing her questions cs they arose.

On this porticuler day Mery Rosalyn end her mother
were in the living room when the radio in the kitchen
carried the news of more bombings and more deaths. The
child came rumning to her nmother, looked into her fece,
and asked what happened to the people who were bombed
and killed. Her mother explained thet those who lmew
Jesus would go to be with Hin in heaven, but the others
to the "fire leke", as the child called the place of
punishment.

The little girl looked most thoughtful. After bHon-
dering a nminute, she asked from the depth of her being,
“Mother, what would heppen to me if I were bombed end
illed®" Mother replied that it wasn't likely that she
would be harmed, but if she wes gaved snd was a child of
Cod, she would go to heaven.

Up went her srms sbout her mother, who seys, "I will
never Torget her searching look cs she seid, ‘'Mother,
how can I be saved?'" Believing thet it wes time for amn
explanation when of her owm volition she had understend-
ing enough to ask the question, her mother proceeded to
explein in simple terms the essential truths of Cod's
plan of selvation. To meke sure she comprechended, she
told and retold it from different engles, peusing for
the child's comments end questions. Mary Rosalyn's
remarks showed she understood.

On the question of her own sin, she cried out, "Oh,
mother, I went to be saved todayil"

She knelt with her mother there by the davenport:
Without eny prompting, she told Jesus that she needed
Him and ssked Mim to seve her. The mother also prayed,
thanking Jesus for saving her 3T

With foce aglow, Mary Roselyn rejolced that her name was written
in Cod's Book, and immediately sought her father, that she might
tectify to him,

That evening when she went to bed the witness of thé

Spirit was most evident. She hed prayed since she was a
baby. Her regular prayer always included a great deal

37+  Lols E. LeBar,; from & letter dated February 25, 19535,




k-

of "Bless so- end so-." This night it wes different.
She asked, "Mother, is Uncle Junior a Christian?" When
ahe wes told thet he was not; she anewered, "I'll esk
Jesus to save hinm too, so that he will be a Christian."
Then she aslod shout others.

The next morning her next door playmate, an older
girl ceme affter milk. HMary Rosalyn went to her and
asked, "Jean, are you saved?" Jean replied, "Well, I
pray." PBut thet isn't enough to pray, Jean. I prayed
tooy, but I gasn't e Christian. You have to ask Jesusg to
pave you."> '

At the ege of eight lMary Rosalyn was still rejoicing in salvation
end growing in grace, attesting the reality of her conversion. The
impulse that led her to question her relati&nship to God wag the fear
of death, but her accepiance of salvation rested also upon the firm
foundetion of Christian treining.

Another testimony was written by Hise. Bleanor Peterson, Child
Zvangelism Fellowship Director for (reeley, Coloredo. Sherril, en
invalid niece of the writer, was soved at the age of four and e half
wvhile listening to a children's redio program: |

When the invitotion wes given she said to her mother,
"Iou stop doing those dishes. I want to let Jesus coue
into my heart. That men sald for us to stop whatever we
were doing end ask Jesus to come in."

30 mother and daughter proyed, and Jesus did come
into her little heart.

How at the age of nine she puts us older Christians
to sheme. Although confined to her wheel chair, she is
a rediant testimony to her schoolmetes end Tfriends.

After attending some of my chlldren'’s clesses she
wanted to start some of her own, so she invited her
pleymates to ¢ome in to hear her tell them about Jesus.
Sach week now for several nonths she hes been a witness
to her friends.’?

Dan and Tim Arensmeier of Roseoburg, Oregon, were both saved in

53, Ibid.

3%« Zleanor Feterson, "Sherril,” Child Evengelism, February,
1981 5 vol: Xy nos 23 pe 15«
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their fourth year, three yesrs epart, et the Arvensmeier famlily altars
Mrs. Arensmeier's concern for her children's gpiritual welfare cen only
be compared with thet menifest by Susamnmeh Wesley for her children; end
Mr. Avensueler is & man of 1lilte passions The Arenamelier practice of
Bible reading; singing, end prayer at every brealfeast; and the reeding
of selections fron Hurlbutls Story of the Bible, singing, and prayer
every evening, together with Mrs. Arensueler's practice of quoting
Seripture and singing gospel songs during the day, all comtributed to
the boys' early ewareness of CGods Mre. irensneler rolatess

It wes during the meny months of nursing each of

the boys thet I nemorized whole portions of the Word end

said them over and over in their baby ears--convinced in

ny soul that even that would do them goods Por "iy,}ord

will not return unto MHe volid" was very resl to mee

When the boys wers two, they also were trained to nenorize Serip=-
ture. The rule was, "o Bible-~no breakfest." It took Dan three wecks
to master John 3316 to begin with, but he begen the day he was twos Ae
& regult of this carefuly enthusiastic treining, Dan responded to an
alter call at church before he was three yesrs old. The parents; how
ever; retrieved him fram the aisle,; telling him he was too young.
After four such experiences; Den got the ides his parents didn't really
want hin to be seveds lNrs. Arensmeier reports further:
Now ho was 4 yeers and 1 month olds He wes cosually

looking thru a Life Magezine ss I was practicing on

the orgen in owr Bugene E. Us Be Churche NMrs. Barl Peden,

e wonderful Christien yvoung lsdy---praise the Lord!--wes

on hend (end may I state here we have mede it & hebit to

have only Christlan baby sitters and how grateful we were

for this onel). Dan looked up and rather brasenly stateds

"Well I guess this is just what I'nm going to be like
when I grow upl"

40, UHrs. Relph Arensmeliers from a letter dated Februery 25, 1953.
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Mrs. Peden glanced at the plcture of a fine sppears
ing gentlemen smoking s pipe end on the table liguor and
playing cerds; quickly she snswered: "Oh no, Dan, not
youy honey--you're s Christisn and you won't grow wp %o
do things like theti®

"Oh yes I will," Dem seid. "You see; Elnora, I'm not
e Christien--I'm & child of the Devill®

Horrified, Mrs. Peden remerked: "Den, no honey,
you’x;e e Christien end so are lommie and Deddy--you lmow
that!®

Den seid: "No, Elnore, I sm not a Christisn. No one
is e Christien till seved, end Monmie end Daddy won't
iet me be saved; they think I'm too young—so [ guess
I'11 just have to grow up te be en old sinner like most
everybody elsel!”

Stunned, Mrs. Peden seild: "Dan, boy, Elnors feels
you ere & sweet Christien boy alreedy.”

Quick es a wink Den ceme beck with: "Oh no I'm not;
cause e8 soon a2 a person iz old enough Yo lmow right
from wrong, he's »ld enough to be saved--end I lknow
right from wrong, but the folks, Hlnors, won't--let--ne
-v-bewaﬁged!" And herewith (he) broke down end
gobbed i

It wes nine months later before Den Arensmelsr wes actuﬁlly "horn
again®. It wes evening femily alter time end the story of Achan's dis-
obedience had been read. Dan wes impressed by God's judgment on Achen
end began to contemplete his own discbediences. In his prayer, Dsn
saids "And deer Jesus help me to hurry up end get saved one of these
days-=plense!"® When Ur. Avensmeler prayed that night, he happened to
quote I John 119, end its promise tock on mesning to Dan. After the
proyer he said to his father, "But Deddy, you've never said enything to
ne about confessing my sins."® Here Mre. Avensueler notess

| Oh how feithful is the Word. We hed exhorted him ‘o

let Jesus come in, or become & Christien, or get saved,
‘but 4% had completely slipped our thinking to

43, 1Ibid.
ko, Ibid.

43. Ibid.
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talk to him about his ging end confessing them.

Daddy quietly saidt "Dan, would you like to con=
fess your sins tonight end get that hurt out of your
heart "

"Yes, Daddy, tonight!l" And sround his Deddy and
down on his knees he went, with one of us on each side
and begen crying and preying and confessing--sll of hime
gelfwmout loud end fast and just poured out his heartll

I thought I'd explein I John 139 so he'd understand,
but I didn't get 2 chance to say a word. "Dear Jesus,
please forgive all my sins. Please wash them eway with
thy precious blood, plesse come into my heart and meke
me a Christien. Oh; forgive me for telling Grandma
Brown I could stey an hour vhen Momnie only seid I could
stay 45 ninutes—=forgive me for lying to her! Forgive
ne for temsing Timmy when Deddy end Memnie aren't
around. Forgive me for stealing those two cookies out
of the cooltle jors Oh forgive me for being so naughty.
Forgive me for just everythings but forgive me most of
all for not being saved ell those yeersii:

ie reclized at the tender age of 4 yesrs and 10
months he'd been meglecting this great salvationle-or
had gl;g, the parentsi!

We'd not said one word up to nows only of prayer
and praising, and when Dan got to that last statement,
Daddy quietly said: "Den: Jesus said,; 'Him that cometh
unto me I will in no wise cast out'i®

Again T thought I'd explaing but instently Den
said: "Oh dear Jesus I'm coming to you end you won'd
fro me away, will youl" "

And then came peace; blecs Gode

Den gave Cod tharks es soon as his sssurance ceme, and testified
to a salesman, esking him if he was a Christien, before going to bed. 3
Within three days he had witnessed to all of his loved ones in the \
neighborhoods. HNow fiftecn years of age, he still dates his regener- ‘ |
ation to this eventful night at the fenily alter.

The second song Tim, seemed to be more the "hoodlum” type; wes
epparently not as religiously inclined as Dene. Under the influence of
family prayers, however,; he too became convicted; and was seved ot the

family alter at the age of four years, three nonths. How twelve years

b4,  Ibid.
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old, Tim has never doubted his salvetion and has rejoiced in his
Christlian privileges from that day to_this.45

411 of the testimonials thus fer given pertein to children who
were "born again" before the age of five! Perhaps as many have been

"reborn" at five as have been "reborn" at all the other preschool ages

combineds

Dr. R. P. 8huler, the groat militeant preacher of
Loa Angeles, Californin, says theat he was saved when he
was nine years old and that all of his seven brothers
and sisters wpre led to Christ before they were six
years of agee

The Child HEvangelism Fellowship finds the "Wordless Book" to be a
vory efficient means éf presenting the gospel to children. This book
containg a gold page, representing heaven, a blaek page, representing
sing & rgd pegos representing salvation through the Blood, ond a white
'pagp, representing the purificetion of the heart. It may be adepted to
any age group and interpreted in any languages

Ls Ao Hartmen, a member of the Fellowship staff; was doubtful es
to whether the "Wordless RBook" could be used effectively with a pre~
school child until five year old Feuls led the evangelist to test its

Little Paule and I shared the back seat of her
grendfather's car on a 300-nile trip. It was a splendid
opportunity to present the gospel to her, but I weas
neglecting that opportunity until she herself took a
hend in the matter. About the middle of the afternoon,
in search of something to do, she investigatod the con-
tents of my shirt pocket; found the Wordless Bool which
is always there; and asked me to tell her about ite I
did not refuse such a direct request, but told her the
meaning of the various colored pages in the usual order.

The first indication thet there wes more than mere

45. Ibid. :
46. Toted by Overholtzers A Hendbook ofi Child Evengeliem, p. 24.
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childish curiosity involved ceme when I wes expleining
the black page, and she remerked, "I don't want to go
down to be with the devil." I wes emezed! I had not
mentioned the punishment of sin at all, although I had
mentioned that CGod will not permit any sin to enter
heaven. After I hed completed the story, she took the
Wordless Book into her own hends and turned to the dif-.
ferent peges at random with the request, "Tell me this
one sgain,” "Tell me this one again."”

When I first ssked her whether she was willing to
heve her zins washed away, she said, "NHot yet." ‘Yonder-
ing 12 she thought she wes too young; I questioned her
about this stetement,; and she expleined thet since we
are not going yet, it is not necessary to get reedy yeot.
It wae just the devil's ancient lle, "There's pleunty of
time," volced by a Pive~year-old! Afteor I explained
thet none of us lmow when we ney have to go, and we
should be reedy, she expresged hﬁr willingness to
receive the Saviour immediately.?V :

Sumiary. Clesr-cut reasons why preschool children should be
approached in terme of evongelisu are found in Seripture, in psycholo-
gvy in precticel consideration, and in testimonials of preschool
"pobirth". The 0ld Testement Hebrews were commanded to trein their
chil&ren in the Word. The New Testament spostles were taught to
respect the faith of little children. PFsychology teeches that the pre-
sechool years are the most impressionsble and formetive in all of 1life.
Common sengse urges thet the eailier children are led into fellowship
with Cod, the richer their lives will be in personel satisfuction, in
godly charocter, and in spiritual usefulness. The manifold cosee of
gemiine preéchool rebirth" conclusively establish the cleima of these

young souls to the prayers end evengelistic passion of God's people.

47, L. A. Hevtnan, "Can a Five~Year-0ld Understend?,” Child Bvenw
eligm, October; 1952; vol. XI, no. 10, p. 25,




CHAPTER IV

TRAINING AND REACHING PRESCHOOL CHILDREN FOR CHRISYT

Inportence of the Home. The first persons to have custody of a

child are it's parents; or those who provide it's homes Home is the

smell child's world end first impressionsere rceeived there. 3Since

these eorly impressions are highly indelible and formative, it follows

that the home ie the place of primary importence to preschool evangelism.

Paul Vieth wrote, "Nowhere else may religion be taught so easily end

with such abiding results as in the homes nl Unfortunately, those who

have made Christien education curricula for the churhes have not fully

gresped this priority of the hoanes

Curricula are planned for use within the Church,
and sugpestions and supplementeal materials for the home
sre lergely in the neture of meking the clmwrch curriou-
lun more effective.?

With this fact in nind; Wesner Fallow wrotes

Until the home becames as purposeful a teaching arm
of the church ass the church school tries to bey, wo are
not likely to find much satisfaction in owr progrems of
religious education.

The Zelrins, pgoing one step further, sdvocated "e restoration to

the hone of a leedership in religlous nurture of the child which the

church school hag unsucecessfully tried to teke <:~va'r,."4 Hany perents,

1.

24

3,

4e

Paul Vieth, The Church and | Blueabi (8t. Louis,
Mizsouri, The Bethany Proos, 19%75, Pe 1656

Ibides po 181,

Wesner Follow, The Modern Parent and the Teaching Church (New
Yorle, Theliacnillen Cos, 1040)s De 2%e

iildroé Moody Eekin end Frank Eekin, The Churche-School Teagh-
er's Job (Ilfev Yorks The Macuillen Goes 1050)s De 170e




of course, fail to recognize or to fulfill their responsibilities in

religious leadership, and even the exceptions look to the Church for

guidance.

Nevertheless, the large extent to which the Church and

Church school are dependent upon the home in their efforts to reach

preschool children for Christ is evident.

for example: -

It is not the purpose (of the nursery class) to
take the place of the home in any way. Even when the
home fails to make any attempt to discover and meet the
religious needs of little children, the church cannot
take the place of the home., It can only supplement good
influences or counteract, to some extent, harmful ones.
Any serious attempt of the church to aid the religious
development of little children must include a program
for parents.’

W. W Faris wrote of the home as the "nursery of pilety":

The

More and more, the emphasis of Christian propagand-—
ism is to be thrown on the Christlian home and parental
rearing. In the entire perspective of our churchly
affairs let this loom largest: the parent the first and
most effective preacher to the child, the home the real
nucleus of the church and nursery of piety.6

Haywards look to the home for the development of character:

Because it touches life creatively in its early
and, therefore, its formative yearsj because it minis-
ters by the inevitable laws of unconscious influence;
because it sets the conditions under which a growing
life meets successive experiences for the first tinme,
the home becomes the central agency in the development
of Christian character,? :

5

Eva B, McCallum, Guiding Nursery Children In Home And Church

45

Eva B. MecCallum has written,

(St. Louis, Missouri, The Bethany Press, 193L4), pP. 23.

6. William Wallace Faris, The Christian Home (Philadelphia, The
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