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Levi T, Pennington

There are things that could be worse

7ven than this doggerel verse,

it should gladden every friend

That lnese sketohes now will end,

For another task like this

Nothing you could do, I Wis,

lo aviempié iv e'exr coudd bribe

four true iriend, Levi the Scribe.

It has become my notl-veryepainiul duiy (¢ tell sone
things about nyself «lver tewrling svout eight other meumpers or &ne
aiub.,

it was on a guieb Sunday morning, August 29, 1875, thaé
I diececvered Americe -- thei is, it was guiet till I arrived, when
the gquiet wes broken, shatteredas and there has never oeen a sur-
plus of quietl where I was from that day to this.

This aavent into the worlid of tears and taxes occurred
et & 1litile town named Amo, 2nd there is 2 good story aoout the
nape of that tewn that I have no intention of telling, I was all
ready for my discovery cf America (which America did not even no-
tice); indsed I nud been oreparins for a consaideradle time, bub
I do notl remcmber oue aning about it, though I was there at the
time. But I unave the inform”thet I wes born on the testimony of
my mother, She was lhere, and she rememvered. (Many years liater
when I wanted & passport for a trip to Burope I had 2 hard tiwe
to convince tne sutherities thet [ had ever been born.)

‘hen I was seven years cld my parents moved Lo Michigan,
and I vent with them -- I didn't want to break up the family. Theme
were five brothers of us, znd each of the brothers had five sisters,
s0 it made quite & large family. %hen we all gct tcgether for a
meal it looked like a picnic, but I am sure that ccoxing for all
that aggregation was no picnic for my moiher,

I attended the little red schoolhcuse {which as usual
wag peinted white). Later I was graduatea from two High Schools,
I taught in the puvlic schools, my last public schcol job being
head of the educaticnal system in a counby seat town that was
bigger than Dundee.

I worked on cne daily newspaper as city circulator but
part of the time writing more news than all the rest of the force;
with the unsnimous consent of this daily I went to the rival paper
and worked myself up from cub reporter &to city editor.

seworndly Teaving the newspaper job I entered the work of pastor,
servingafdur different churches until I came (o Oregon as president
of Pacific College, a job which I held for thirty years,

I headed the Forward Movement of Friends in America for
the two years of ite existence; lectured for the Ellison-White Ly-
ceum Bureau for years; I've worked in the lumber woovds, clerked
in a store, scld life insurance, agricultural implements and nur-
sery stock; traveled more than 80,000 miles in &wo years; have
been in half a dezen countries besides the United States; I nave
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a bachelor's degree from one college, a master's degree from an=
other and doctor's degrees from twu others; with sixteen hours

per week considered 2 full teaching load [ have taughl as many as
twenty=three hours while serving as president; and if I should men-

tion other thinge I have done it might secem that L nave lived a
rather varied Lite.

in 1898 1 was morried to Bertha May Waters, wno died in 1903
leaving me with two dauzhters, 1In 1905 I was married to Florence

Rebecea Lidd , wao was my jov, my comfort and my inepiration for
more than fifly-five years,

I Yetired from Lhe presidency of the college in 1%41,
and since that Gime have worked for the college, the church, the

American Friends 3ervice Commitiee, the Heifers Project (for overe
scag reliel), ¥Friends OCommittee for Wabional Legislation, the
Hoover oundation, Mational Council for Prevention ol War, dnd
ouher organizaitivns and causes in whnich I believe,
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